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Alisha Kocken waits for her attorney prior to a March 
28 court hearing in which she withdrew her plea of not 
guilty by reason of mental disease or defect in the Aug. 
6, 2021, shooting and wounding of Officer Nicole Blas-
kowski. Kocken is scheduled to be sentenced June 11.
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Kocken 
withdraws 

insanity 
plea

Woman who shot 
Oconto Falls officer to 
be sentenced in June

BY WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The Oconto Falls woman who shot and 
wounded a police officer in August 2021 
has withdrawn her plea of not guilty by 
reason of mental disease or defect, end-
ing the need for a trial that would have 
started April 1.

Alisha Kocken, 31, will be sentenced 
June 11 for attempted first-degree inten-
tional homicide, resisting an officer with 
the consequence of substantial bodily 
harm, battery or threat to a law officer 
with a dangerous weapon, and disarming 
a peace officer.

Last August, Kocken pleaded no con-
test but not guilty by reason of mental 
disease or defect in connection with the 
Aug. 6, 2021, incident outside her apart-
ment on Elm Avenue. She stood convicted 
of the crimes, and the trial was to deter-
mine her mental condition at the time.

She withdrew the mental illness aspect 
of her plea during a March 28 hearing in 

KOCKEN, CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Sacred journey

Five men carrying crosses lead the way for about 100 participants in the annual Cross Walk along West Main Street in Gillett in observance of Good Friday, March 29, sponsored 
by the Gillett/Suring Clergy Association. Find more photos at newmedia-wi.com� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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A Gillett man is in custody after he fled 
from a traffic stop after allegedly driving 
erratically on state Highway 22 and, later, 
allegedly fighting with officers who tried 
to take him into custody at his home.

Aaron John Husted, 37, is charged with 
three counts of first-degree recklessly 
endangering safety, resisting arrest, flee-
ing an officer in a vehicle and felony bail 
jumping, as well as misdemeanor counts 
of resisting or obstructing an officer, 
disorderly conduct and bail jumping, in 

connection with an incident that allegedly 
occurred March 20.

Husted was also ticketed for operating 
a motor vehicle to the left of the center 
line and driving while his license was 
suspended.

According to the criminal complaint, 
deputies were dispatched to the area 
west of Messenger Road in the Town of 
Oconto Falls around 6:35 p.m. March 20 
on a report that a driver was swerving 
toward oncoming traffic and forcing other 
drivers off the road.

Deputy Steve Hansen encountered a 

vehicle headed east in the westbound lane 
near Duame Road in the Town of Stiles, 
and the deputy had to pull to the side of 
the road to avoid a head-on collision, the 
complaint said. The car went into the 
Kwik Trip lot at 5908 Duame Road and 
stopped.

Hansen pulled in next to the vehicle 
and asked for the driver’s license. Accord-
ing to the complaint, the man started to 
open his door and said, “I’m just going in 
the store quick.” The deputy pushed the 

WRONG-WAY, CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

LEFT: The Cross Walk procession includes a pair of burros, representing the animals that accompanied Jesus as he entered Jerusalem a week before his death and resurrection. 
RIGHT: The sun casts a shadow of one of the men carrying a cross as the procession pauses for prayer at Tabor United Methodist Church.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Wrong-way driver flees traffic stop
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Janice Rae Blumreich 
(“B/Ms. B”) passed away 
on March 22, 2024.

She was born March 17, 
1934, to Annette and Ervin 
Blumreich. Jan graduated 
from Gillett High School 
in 1952. She attended Il-
linois State Normal and 
then taught two years in 
Farmington, Illinois, teach-
ing physical education and 
as GAA adviser. While in 
Illinois, Jan also worked at 
State Farm Insurance, was 
paid to do laundry for a 
lady and was a nanny.

In 1958, she began her 
teaching career in the 
Oconto Unified School 
District where she trav-
eled to country schools, 
and taught various subjects 
including history, driv-
ers’ education, health and 
physical education. She 
also attended UW-Osh-
kosh to further her educa-
tion, getting her bachelor 
of science in secondary 
education.

While working in the 
Oconto district, Jan was 

adviser 
for the 
GAA and 
cheer-
leaders. 
She had 
many 
good 
memo-
ries of 

those days. In 1972, Title 
IX was instituted, which 
gave girls equal rights to 
participate in athletics. Jan 
then coached track and 
field, basketball and golf. 
Her goal was always to 
develop good sportsman-
ship, work ethic, physical 
abilities and responsibility. 
She was very proud of her 
teams’ accomplishments, 
having earned several con-
ference and regional titles, 
as well as having girls go 
to state in golf and track. 
She was one game away 
from going to state in bas-
ketball. Jan also served as 
the district’s athletic direc-
tor for several years until 
her retirement in 1993.

Jan was involved in 

sports her whole life. 
When in high school, 
she got involved with a 
group that would travel 
to Keshena, Green Bay 
and surrounding areas for 
softball games. She played 
various positions, but 
mostly catcher. In 1949, at 
the age of 15, she tried out 
for the Racine Belles, an 
All-American girls pro-
fessional baseball league, 
even though the age re-
quirement was 16. She still 
has the ball that she used 
for tryouts. Jan was also a 
great bowler both in Gillett 
and Oconto. Her teams 
won many championships, 
and she once scored a 
257 at the Legion Arcade 
in Gillett, which was the 
highest recorded by a 
woman there at that time.

Jan is probably most 
known for her golfing abili-
ties. Although she has won 
numerous golf tournaments, 
it wasn’t until 2002 that 
she got a hole-in-one while 
playing in the Cretton-Gal-
lagher Best Ball. In 1973, she 

became a teaching golf pro 
and pro shop manager at the 
Oconto Golf Club, where 
she gave individual and 
group golf lessons. She also 
became the manager of the 
OGC in 1998. Jan, and her 
friend, Kathy, facilitated the 
Oconto Junior Golf League 
from 2000-16, and instituted 
the MaryAnn Slaney Sports-
manship Award to honor 
the woman who ran the 
league for several decades 
until her death.

Being community 
minded, Jan was involved 
in running several golf out-
ings to raise money for the 
Oconto Hospital Founda-
tion, Special Olympics and 
the Machickanee Players. 
Jan also went out of her 
comfort zone and acted in 
the Machickanee Players, 
“Cemetery Club.”

Jan is survived by her 
goddaughter, Christine 
Schenkoske, Gillett; her 
best friend and care giver, 
Kathy McDougal; her 
“adopted nieces,” Shan-
non Schilawski and her 

daughter, Danielle (fiancé 
J.J. Borseth), Oconto; cous-
ins, and friends, most who 
have been former students.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents, other rela-
tives and friends.

Jan’s words:
“I have chosen Fr. 

Robert Karuhn to speak at 
my passing because he has 
become a good friend and 
has given me direction in 
this final phase of my life.

“I cannot forget to 
thank all the classes from 
1958-1993. Many were very 
special!

“To all the students 
and athletes I had while I 
was a coach for girls golf, 
girls basketball, cheerlead-
ing, track and field, and 
gymnastics— the Oconto 
Award letter belongs to all 
I had in the sports listed!!!

“A huge thank you to 
Kathy, and my adopted 
family — Shannon, Dani, 
JJ, and (Steve).

“A special thank you 
to my dear friend Kathy, 
who helped me stay at 

home and gave me the 
special care and concern 
that was needed at certain 
times when things seemed 
dim. Kathy gave me the 
support and care that was 
needed and very much ap-
preciated. Bless Kathy for 
everything she did from 
me. May God be with her 
forever!!! Thank you my 
dear friend, and thanks to 
all my friends in Oconto!!”

A special thank you to 
the staff at Unity Hospice 
for the wonderful contin-
ued care provided to Jan.

The family will receive 
relatives and friends at the 
Gallagher Funeral Home, 
Oconto, from 3-6 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 10, 2024. 
Memorial services will be 
conducted 6 p.m. Wednes-
day at the funeral home 
with the Rev. Bob Karuhn 
officiating.

Online condolences 
may be expressed at www.
gallagherfuneralhome.net.

In lieu of flowers, a 
memorial fund will be 
established.

OBITUARIES
Janice R. Blumreich

Donna Laverne 
Schuettpelz, 95, a longtime 
resident of the Coleman 
and Suring area, and more 
recently Winneconne, 
passed away peacefully 
on Saturday, March 23, 
2024, after a short illness 
at the Eden Meadows 
skilled nursing facility in 
Oshkosh.

Donna was born to 
John and Esther (Haes-
sely) Sandberg of Mountain 
on Sept. 27, 1928, and was 
the eldest of six children. 
She grew up and attended 
Mountain High School and 
graduated in 1945. She then 
attended and graduated 
from the Marinette Teach-
ers College.

Donna met and married 
Denver Schuettpelz (1925-

2013) in 
1949 and 
moved to 
Cole-
man to 
raise her 
family. 
She was 
active 
in the 

Coleman school PTA 
and enjoyed growing her 
vegetable and flower gar-
den each year. She taught 
grade school for several 
years in Pound and looked 
forward to perch fishing 
and berry picking during 
the summer.

Donna and Denver 
raised four children, Lyn-
nea, Mike, Lisa and Lanelle, 
who were born between 
1950 and 1969.

In 1973, the family pur-
chased a small convenience 
store and gas station north 
of Pound and built the 
business into a successful 
retail location, and became 
well known in the area as 
a result. They lived in the 
house that was attached to 
the store. During that time, 
Donna handled much of the 
business paperwork, and 
managed the day-to-day 
operation along with her 
husband. After selling the 
store in the late 1980s, the 
couple moved to a small 
hobby farm north of Pound, 
growing and selling sun-
flower seeds that they grew 
on their property.

Donna and Denver 
retired to Suring in 1997 
and were active in the lo-

cal church to which they 
belonged. Donna enjoyed 
baking, quilting and fishing 
with her husband. The 
couple also took may trips 
to events and shows across 
the Midwest.

After her husband 
passed away in 2013, 
Donna relocated to Win-
neconne. She joined the 
Lord of the Lakes Lutheran 
Church and was active in 
the quilting group from 
the church. She enjoyed 
baking and making dishes 
for family and friends. She 
spent many hours each 
week cutting and sewing 
quilt tops for the group, 
and was always happy to 
see more material that she 
could work on.

She was also socially 

active at her apartment 
complex and had many 
friends who visited her 
often during her later years.

Surviving Donna are 
three siblings, Bill Sand-
berg, Mary Gallagher and 
Leon Sandberg; three 
children, Lynnea Kamin-
ski, Mike Schuettpelz and 
Lanelle (Doug) Waech; 10 
grandchildren; 10 great-
grandchildren; and nieces, 
nephews, other relatives 
and friends.

Along with her parents 
and husband, Donna was 
also preceded in death by 
a daughter, Lisa Krejcarek; 
brothers and sisters-in-law, 
John and Janice Sandberg, 
Marvin Sandberg, Doro-
thy Sandberg and Dena 
Sandberg.

A visitation for fam-
ily and friends will be on 
Thursday, April 4, 2024, 
from noon until 1:30 p.m. at 
Mueller Funeral Home 904 
E. Main St. Winneconne. 
A funeral service will be 
held on Thursday, April 4, 
at 1:30 p.m. at the funeral 
home. Donna will be laid 
to rest next to her husband 
at the St. John’s Lutheran 
Church Cemetery in Hayes 
at a later date.

Donna’s family extends 
their appreciation to the 
staffs of Ascension Mercy 
Hospital-Oshkosh and 
Aurora Medical Center-
Oshkosh for the care and 
support given to her.

If you wish, please 
submit online condolences/
memories to muellerfh.net.

Donna L. Schuettpelz

Dorothy L. Johnson, age 
96, of Gillett, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, 
March 25, 2024.

Dorothy was born on 
April 24, 1927, to the late 
Walter and Emma (Lifke) 
Rasmussen. On Feb. 12, 
1949, Dorothy married 
Alfred “Alfie” Johnson in 
Menominee, Michigan. 
The couple were life-
time residents of Oconto 
County.

Dorothy devoted her 
life to her family. She was 
a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, great-grand-
mother and great-great-

grand-
mother. 
Dorothy 
was self-
taught 
in her 
accom-
plish-
ments, 
includ-

ing her calligraphy skills. 
She loved gardening and 
was known to have a 
“green thumb” by her fam-
ily. An excellent chef and 
baker, Dorothy received 
awards for her baking. 
She was an active member 
of Faith United Lutheran 

Church. Dorothy was an 
avid reader of the Bible 
and enjoyed taking notes 
in Bibles and gifting them 
to her loved ones.

Dorothy is survived by 
her children, Alan “Roger” 
(Sue) Johnson and Keith 
Johnson; five grandchil-
dren, Lisa (Michael) 
Cronan, Matthew (signifi-
cant other, Molly) Johnson, 
Monica (James) Quinn, 
Zachary (Reshina) John-
son and Bryce (Angela) 
Johnson; 10 great-grand-
children, Michael, Joseph, 
Stephen, Cody (significant 
other, Hannah), Aidan, Ky-

ler, Gavin, Kensley, Emmie 
and Eliana; great-great-
granddaughter, Chloe; 
sister, Darlene “Ritzie;” 
sister-in-law, Mary Ras-
mussen. She is further 
survived by many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives 
and friends.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Al-
fred; great-grandson, Con-
nor Johnson; siblings, Milo 
Rasmussen, Lyle Rasmus-
sen, Ronnie Rasmussen, 
Betty (Erv) Sederstrom 
and Donna (Clarence) 
Fabry; brother-in-law, 
Leonard Sederstrom.

Visitation will be 
held on Saturday, April 
6, 2024, at Faith United 
Lutheran Church from 9 
a.m. until the funeral ser-
vice at 11 a.m. with Pastor 
John Laatsch officiating. 
Dorothy will be interred 
at Immanuel Lutheran 
Cemetery.

Gruetzmacher Funeral 
Home in Suring is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. Online condolences 
can be expressed at www.
gruetzmacherfuneralhome.
com.

The family would 
like to thank the staffs of 

Meadowbrook Nursing 
Home in Oconto Falls and 
Unity Hospice for the care 
and compassion offered 
to Dorothy and her family 
during their time of need.

Dorothy L. Johnson

Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child 
shoe box ministry will hold 
a celebration for the Green 

Bay area from 10 a.m. to 
noon April 6 at Grace Lu-
theran Church, 501 S. Main 
St., Oconto Falls.

The Green Bay region is 
comprised of 12 counties.

The successful 2023 col-
lection will be celebrated 

and exciting news for 2024 
will be shared along with 
praise, prayer and fellow-
ship. This year-round proj-

ect is an effective means 
of sharing the Gospel with 
children and their families 
throughout the world.

For information, contact 
Ellen Pritzlaff, local coor-
dinator, at 920-362-5752.

Regional Operation Christmas Child celebration planned in Oconto Falls
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New Suring business offers jolts of flavor
Jolted is now open for 

business, offering a unique 
and delicious experi-
ence for locals and visi-
tors alike, announced the 
Tourism and Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion of the Oconto Region 
(TEDCOR).

Located in the heart of 
Suring, this new business 
is a one-stop-shop for all 
things tasty and hand-
crafted. The freeze-dried 
goodies are made on site 
in their licensed kitchen, 
using all of their favorite 
candies and combining 
them with unique recipes. 
Customers can sample 
some of the creations and 
experience the “JOLT of 
flavor that follows.” From 
classic favorites to new 

and exciting flavors, there 
is something for everyone 
to enjoy.

Jolted also offers a 
variety of coffee drinks 
that are specially crafted 
with freshly ground beans 
from Primal Eats. Featur-
ing Columbian, Peruvian, 
Brazilian and Costa Rican 
beans, customers can 
choose from three variet-
ies: Swamp’r, Timb’r or 
Squatch. Customers can 
take home a sample bag 
or 12-ounce bag of their 
favorite blend.

What truly sets this 
business apart is its com-
mitment to supporting lo-
cal artists and artisans. The 
shop features a variety of 
crafts, photography, digital 
art, handmade wood and 

beaded work, and all-nat-
ural products, all made by 
local folks — close friends, 
family, and neighbors. This 
not only supports the local 
economy but also offers 
customers a unique and 
one-of-a-kind shopping 
experience.

“We are thrilled to 
welcome Jolted to Suring,” 
said Samantha Routheau, 
Oconto County tourism di-
rector. “This business not 
only offers delicious treats 
and coffee, but also sup-
ports our local community 
and economy. We encour-
age everyone to stop in, 
say hello, and enjoy a new 
way to enjoy your favorite 
candy, try a special coffee, 
find a unique gift, or just 
sit and relax in their cozy 

little shop.”
Jolted is located at 714 

Main St. and is open 7 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Wednesdays and 

Fridays and 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturdays. For more 

information, find Jolted on 
Facebook.

Jolted, 714 Main St. in Suring, offers an eclectic mix of sweets produced on site, coffees and the work of local artists 
and artisans.� TEDCOR

The board of direc-
tors for Oconto Electric 
Cooperative (OEC) has an-
nounced the appointment 
of Ryan Miller as its new 
chief executive officer.

Miller will assume his 
role April 10, following 
the retirement of Byron 
Nolde.

“We are delighted to 
welcome Miller as the next 
CEO of OEC,” said Todd 
Duame, board chairman. 
“After a nationwide search, 
the board of directors de-

cided Ryan Miller was the 
best candidate to be the 
next great leader for OEC, 
so that we can continue 
providing affordable and 
reliable electricity to our 
consumer members.”

Miller grew up in the 
electrical industry working 
in his family’s high-voltage 
electrical construction 
company. He has also 
worked as a substation 
operations manager.

He currently serves as 
the chief operating officer 

of Southland Utility Ser-
vices, a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of Choctawhatchee 
Electric Cooperative, 
where he oversees the 
day-to-day operations. He 
holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Business Informa-
tion Systems, a Master in 
Business Administration 
and a certificate in utility 
management from Willa-
mette University.

Nolde has served as 
manager and CEO of 
Oconto Electric Coop

erative for the past 20 
years, making him one of 
the longest serving CEO’s 
of OEC.

“We appreciate all that 
Byron has contributed to 
the success of the coop-
erative,” Duame said. “We 
look forward to Miller’s 
deep understanding of the 
energy industry and that 
he will continue to build 
on the strong foundation 
we have and guide the 
cooperative towards a suc-
cessful future.”

Electric cooperative picks new CEO



The Oconto County fam-
ily court commissioner and 
register in probate has been 
appointed as a Marinette 
County judge, effective this 
summer.

Gov. Tony Evers an-
nounced March 21 his 
appointment of Peggy 
Miller to Marinette County 
Circuit Court Branch 1. The 
appointment will fill the 
vacancy being created by 
Judge Jane Sequin’s resigna-
tion, effective July 31. Miller 
will complete a term ending 
July 31, 2025.

“Peggy Miller is a re-
spected lawyer who is pas-
sionate about the law and 
whose experience will help 
her seamlessly transition to 
this new role,” Evers said. 

“She 
will 
serve 
the 
people 
of Mari-
nette 
County 
well as 
their 
next 
circuit 

court judge.”
Since 2019, Miller has 

been the family court 
commissioner, court com-
missioner, and register in 
probate for Oconto County. 
In this role, she manages a 
full calendar of hearings, 
predominantly covering 
family law matters but also 
extending to small claims, 

restraining orders, traffic ci-
tations, and probate. Miller 
spent the previous two 
decades in private practice 
in Northeast Wisconsin, 
representing clients in all 
aspects of family law, small 
claims matters, and as a 
guardian ad litem. Miller 
also has extensive experi-
ence with mediation and 
arbitration, particularly in 
bankruptcy and foreclosure 
matters.

“Peggy Miller is an 
amazing choice for Mari-
nette County Circuit Court 
Judge,” said Brown County 
Circuit Court Judge Thomas 
J. Walsh. “She is committed 
to the rule of law and has an 
even temperament that is 
well suited to the judiciary. 

Her commitment to com-
munity will ensure that the 
people of Marinette County 
will be heard and that jus-
tice will be fair for all.”

Miller is a lifelong resi-
dent of Northeast Wiscon-
sin and plans to relocate 
to Marinette County to 
serve in this position. She 
is a graduate of Northeast 
Wisconsin Technical Col-
lege, Concordia University, 
and Marquette University 

Law School. She has served 
in numerous capacities 
for both professional and 
community organizations, 
including as secretary and 
treasurer of the Family 
Court Commissioner As-
sociation and as a board 
member of the YWCA of 
Greater Green Bay.

“It is an amazing oppor-
tunity, as well as a dream 
come true, to become a 
judge in Marinette County,” 

Miller said. “There can be 
no greater honor than to be 
able to serve the citizens 
of such a beautiful and his-
toric county. I am excited to 
become an active member 
of the community and will 
work diligently to be fair, 
courteous, and respectful 
to all. A heartfelt thank you 
to all of the judges, lawyers, 
friends, and family that have 
mentored and supported me 
throughout my career.”
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BEAR
Say hello to Bear! This big handsome boy has settled 
into the shelter quickly. He has done well in his kennel 
and is potty trained. He really likes the outdoors and 
long walks. He has done well meeting new people.

CASH 
Meet Cash. He is a sweet goofy boy with a big personality. 
He has settled into the shelter routine and is great for 
staff. He would do best in a home by himself without any 
other animals. He is a volunteer favorite to walk.

WORKING CATS
We have working cats available for adoption. All OAHS 
working cats can be adopted for a ‘name your price’ 
adoption fee. All outdoor cats are spayed/neutered and 
vaccinated.

To place your ad here 
call 920-848-3427

Bob & 
Chris 

Walters Jr.
Phone: 920-846-0430
535 Locust Ave.,
Oconto Falls
Hours: 8-5

Monday - Friday

Oconto Area Humane Society
and Animal Shelter • 920-835-1738

Peggy Miller appointed Marinette County judge

PEGGY MILLER

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

Oconto Falls High 
School students now have 
an opportunity to take 
college-level health care 
courses to earn high school 
and college credit while 
attending high school.

The school board ap-
proved a partnership with 
the Bellin College Health-
care Academy during its 
regular monthly meeting 
March 18. Starting this fall, 
OFHS students will be able 

to take college-level cours-
es through Bellin. Current 
ninth, 10th and 11th grade 
students were able to learn 
more about the academy 
on March 20, and a parents 
meeting is planned in the 
near future.

The partnership with 
Bellin was one of four 
high school curriculum 
changes approved dur-
ing the board meeting. 
The others were adding 
a general college-level 
chemistry course, also 
through Bellin, an option 

for advanced placement 
students to take a two-
semester U.S. history 
course at the University of 
Wisconsin-Green Bay and 
additional English inter-
vention programs.

“I was really impressed 
with the amount of fore-
sight and the amount of 
time and attention that 
went into these plans,” 
said Sarah Schindel, chair 
of the board’s curriculum 
committee. “They are just 
really, really great oppor-
tunities for our kids.”

OFHS students can now take Bellin courses
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KOCKEN, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Oconto County Circuit 
Court that originally was 
called as a final pre-trial 
conference to argue mo-
tions and prepare for jury 
selection the following 
Monday. Instead attorneys 
met privately for more than 
an hour, at one point calling 
Blaskowski, her husband 
and victim witness coordi-
nator Rachael Race into the 
conference.

When Judge Michael 
Judge finally convened the 
hearing in open court, he 
announced he had been 
informed a plea agreement 
had been reached.

Special prosecutor Mark 
Williams said the state 
and defense had agreed to 
jointly recommend a 13-
year prison sentence.

“The defendant under-
stands that each day of 
those 13 years under Wis-
consin law, she would have 
to serve in the Wisconsin 
state prison, minus the time 
that she has done in the 
Oconto County Jail,” Wil-
liams said.

Kocken has been in 
custody since her arrest 

nearly two years and eight 
months ago.

Sentences usually in-
clude prison time followed 
by extended supervision, 
formerly known as parole, 
but Williams said the state 
would leave a determina-
tion regarding extended 
supervision “in the good 
wisdom and discretion of 
the court.”

Williams added that the 
state will have no objection 
if the prison system deter-
mines that Kocken should 
more appropriately serve 
her time in the Wisconsin 
Resource Center, a facility 
for prisoners with mental 
health needs.

Blaskowski was con-
sulted and accepted the 
recommendation and she 
plans to make a statement 
at the sentencing hearing, 
Williams said.

As Judge went through 
a series of questions to 
verify that Kocken fully 
understood the implica-
tions of withdrawing her 
plea, she responded “Yes, 
your honor” or “No, your 
honor,” clearly and firmly, 

and called out “Thank you, 
your honor,” as the hearing 
ended.

The sentencing hearing 
was scheduled for 1 p.m. 
June 11, and Judge ordered 
a pre-sentence investiga-
tion. Defense attorney John 
Miller Carroll asked if the 
defense could prepare its 
own pre-sentence inves-
tigation if it chooses, and 
Judge set a June 1 deadline 
for submission.

According to the origi-
nal complaint, Blaskowski 
responded after a woman 
called 911 to report her 
child was being kidnapped, 
then hung up. Kocken 
answered the door at the 
second-floor apartment and 
told the officer she wanted 
her “dad” removed from 
the home. The man, who 
turned out to be Kocken’s 
boyfriend, voluntarily 
stepped into the hallway, 
and Kocken slammed the 
door on him and the officer, 
according to the complaint.

The man told Blaskows-
ki he had taken the child to 
a nearby park and Kocken 
had come to the park and 

accused him of kidnapping 
the child. Kocken eventu-
ally opened the door, and 
the child went downstairs 
to a neighbor’s apartment.

At that point, Kocken 
exited her apartment and 
started down the stairs, 
accusing others of trying to 
kidnap the child. Toward 
the bottom of the stairwell, 
Blaskowski tried to hold 
Kocken and calm her down, 
but the woman yelled 
“Don’t touch me!” and tried 
to lunge aggressively at the 
officer, according to the 
complaint.

In the ensuing struggle, 
Kocken managed to get 
hold of Blaskowski’s 9 mm 
duty handgun and fire three 
shots. One bullet struck 
Blaskowski’s ballistic vest, a 
second bullet went through 
a wall into a closet, and 
the third struck the officer 
above the right eye, causing 
a laceration at the hairline.

She was airlifted to a 
Green Bay hospital where 
she was treated and re-
leased after several days.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

door shut and told him, 
“This is a traffic stop, and 
you are not free to leave.”

The deputy radioed the 
car’s license plate into dis-
patch, and at that point a 
man walked up to Hansen 
and said, “This guy just 
about ran me off the road, 
up here on 22.”

Before Hansen could 
get the witness’ name, 
Husted restarted his car 
and drove away, according 
to the complaint. A chase 
began westbound on High-
way 22 at speeds estimated 

up to 90 mph, and Hansen 
saw at least two vehicles 
that had been forced to the 
shoulder as the suspect ve-
hicle swerved and passed.

Husted managed to 
avoid a tire deflation 
device that an Oconto 
Falls officer had deployed 
to try stopping the car, 
and the high-speed chase 
was broken off because 
deputies could assume he 
was heading toward the 
Elm Avenue address on 
Husted’s license.

Hansen and the other of-

ficers arrived at the home a 
short time later, but Husted 
did not respond to their 
attempts to have him come 
to the door. A total of seven 
officers set up a perimeter 
around the home, and a 
search warrant to enter the 
home was obtained about 
two hours later.

Armed with a weapon 
known as a “less lethal 
impact munitions round,” 
the officers knocked and, 
receiving no response, 
kicked in the door. Ac-
cording to the complaint, 

almost immediately Hus-
ted charged at them and 
struck at an officer with 
a hammer, hitting the of-
ficer’s ballistic shield, then 
ducking away. Hansen 
hit Husted with a total of 
three less-lethal rounds 
before he surrendered, the 
complaint said.

Husted appeared in 
Oconto County Circuit 
Court March 22. Judge 
Michael Judge set bail at 
$50,000 cash and ad-
journed his initial appear-
ance until 9 a.m. April 11.

WRONG-WAY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BY NEW MEDIA STAFF

State Sen. Eric Wim-
berger announced his 
candidacy March 27 for the 
newly redrawn 2nd Senate 
District, potentially setting 
up a Republican primary 
with state Sen. Robert 
Cowles.

The 2nd Senate District, 
which has no incumbent 
under the new maps, was 
redrawn to include most of 
Oconto County south and 
east of Suring, along with 
all of Menominee County 
and parts of Shawano, 

as well as the villages of 
Bonduel, Bowler, Cecil and 
Gresham, and 16 of Sha-
wano County’s 25 towns.

The district also in-
cludes parts of Waupaca 
and Outagamie counties, 
including Little Chute, 
Seymour and neighbor-
hoods in Appleton and 
Kaukauna.

Cowles has made no an-
nouncement but indicated 
an interest in moving so 
that he can run for re-elec-
tion to the 2nd District, 
which contains much of 
the territory he has repre-

sented in the Senate since 
1987. The district also 
contains much of the for-
mer 30th Senate District, 
which ran from Green Bay 
north to Marinette, which 
Wimberger has served 
since 2021.

“I’m excited about the 
opportunity to be the 
conservative voice for my 
current constituents and 
new constituents in north-
east Wisconsin,.” Wim-
berger said in a statement 
announcing his candidacy. 
“From the north of the dis-
trict near my family’s small 
business, to the very south 

where the first generation 
of Wimbergers immigrated 
to a Kaukauna farm, I have 
strong vested ties to the 
area.”

Wimberger said he 
looks forward to continu-
ing as the Legislative Audit 
Committee chairman and 
as a member of the Joint 
Finance Committee. 

“I’ll also have an op-
portunity to live closer to 
the family business, Sweet 
Memories Candy Shoppe 
in Lakewood, and help 
my mom in our 35th year 
open,” he said. 

Wimberger to run in new 2nd District

Proceedings of March 25
• Bradd K. Steeno, 53, Green 

Bay, pleaded guilty to operating 
a motor vehicle while intoxicat-
ed (fourth offense), and misde-
meanor resisting or obstructing 
an officer in connection with 
an incident that occurred 
Oct. 10, 2020. Judge Michael 
Judge withheld sentencing and 
placed Steeno on two years 
of probation with conditions 
beginning with 10 months in the 
county jail. He also revoked his 
driver’s license for two years 
and ordered ignition interlock 
devices installed in his vehicles 
for 12 months.

• Gary E. Borkovec, 46, 
Oconto, waived his right to a 
preliminary hearing and plead-
ed not guilty to possession of 

methamphetamine, possession 
of narcotic drugs, maintaining 
a drug trafficking place, and 
misdemeanor counts of pos-
session of THC, possession of 
amphetamine/LSD/psilocin, 
possession of illegally obtained 
prescription drugs and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia, 
in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Jan. 
27. Judge scheduled a pre-trial 
conference for June 13.

• Michael Lee Vandenheu-
vel, 28, Oconto, waived his right 
to a preliminary hearing and 
was bound over on charges 
of attempted strangulation 
and suffocation, false impris-
onment, and misdemeanor 
charges of battery, criminal 
damage to property, making 

contact after a domestic abuse 
arrest and disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Sept. 
24. Judge scheduled arraign-
ment for April 11.

• After a preliminary 
hearing, James P. Samuelson, 
52, Suring, was bound over 
on charges of possession of 
methamphetamine and mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Nov. 17. Judge Jay 
Conley scheduled arraignment 
for April 22.

• Bond was set at $15,000 
cash for Anthony Barrett Wood, 
40, Lakewood, after he was 
charged with strangulation 
and suffocation, five counts 

of felony bail jumping, and 
misdemeanor counts of battery, 
disorderly conduct, operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated 
(second offense), operating 
while revoked, resisting or ob-
structing an officer, and violat-
ing an ignition interlock order, 
in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred March 
24. Conley adjourned his initial 
appearance until April 11.

• Bond was set at $6,000 
cash for Clarence S. Trepanier, 
75, Suring, after he was charged 
with operating a motor vehicle 
while intoxicated (seventh, 
eighth or ninth offense), in 
connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred March 
24. Conley adjourned his initial 
appearance until April 11.

OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
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Small town takes center stage in ‘Middletown’
Play tackles anxiety, suicide, substance 

abuse and other social woes
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

A review for the play 
“Middletown” describes it 
as “Our Town” if Dr. Seuss 
wrote it and Samuel Beckett 
had a hand in editing it.

Audiences will be able to 
decide for themselves when 
Shawano Community High 
School students bring the 
story to life April 11-13 in the 
school’s auditorium for their 
spring production. “Middle-
town” explores small-town 
America in the modern era 
as a friendship develops 
between John Dodge, who 
has lived in the community 
most of his life, and Mary 
Swanson, a newcomer, 
and the pair interact with 
others in the community 
in interesting ways, from 
visiting the local library to 
an adventure in outer space 
and more.

“Middletown,” written 
by Will Eno, debuted in 
New York City in 2010, and 
it caught the eye of local 
director Maddie Stuewer as 
something SCHS students 
could handle and relate to.

“‘Middletown’ is very 
quirky,” Stuewer said. “It’s 
about small-town living, 
so you see these vignettes 
that tie together, especially 
at the end. It’s kind of how 
different people influence 
us, and their focus is on 
struggles that people may 

not talk about. It’s a very 
interesting show.”

Some of the topics 
broached in “Middletown” 
are depression, suicide, 
loneliness, determining 
where you belong in life 
and how people interact 
with others, according to 
Stuewer.

“Personally, I like this 
story, and it’s a little more 
interesting than ‘Our 
Town,’” she said.

Stuewer noted that the 
themes in “Middletown” 
are something that students 
can relate to in today’s 
society, as the coronavirus 
pandemic in 2020 left many, 
especially children, feeling 
isolated and alone. Most 
of the students performing 
in the show were in their 
middle school years when 
the pandemic hit, so it’s still 
fresh in their minds four 
years later.

“They’ve been able to 
work through their emo-
tions and portray them in a 

very mature way on stage,” 
Stuewer said. “I felt that this 
show, dealing with these 
heavy issues, it’s always 
intrigued. I felt that it had 
a very important message 
that this group has really 
felt.”

Tanner Thiel is definite-
ly feeling the emotions as 
he tackles the character of 
Dodge, whom he describes 
as very anxious, scared and 
jittery.

“He’s very reserved,” 
Thiel said. “When all of a 
sudden a new person, Mrs. 
Swanson, comes, he starts 
to develop a bond and a 
friendship with her, and it’s 
not what he’s kind of used 

to. He really starts to take 
solace in Mrs. Swanson 
and starts to develop a re-
ally good relationship with 
her throughout the whole 
show.”

The anxiety of Dodge is 
something that Thiel feels 
he has in common with the 
character.

“People get anxious 
a lot,” he said. “A lot of 
times, social situations 
can scare you. That’s how 
John Dodge is. I’ve been 
there a lot, and I’ve had a 
lot of times of anxiety and 
panic taking over. The one 
thing John and I have in 
common is our continuing 
pushing forward and just 
always strive to keep going 
forward.”

Jill Guenther is dealing 
with her own issues as she 
plays a mechanic in the 
show. The mechanic is an 
alcoholic and struggling 
with substance abuse.

“Her life’s very gray, 
and she’s just kind of going 
through the motions of 
small-town life,” Guenther 
said. “She can fix cars, but 
she can’t fix her own life 
and her own problems.”

Guenther said it was 
easy for her and the other 

students to understand 
the small-town aspect of 
“Middletown.”

“It’s easy to fit into the 
role of an average citizen, 
someone who is just there,” 
she said. “Everybody’s 
struggling with something. 
Substance abuse is a major 
problem nowadays, and it’s 
a very modern issue. I think 
my character is just a little 
quirky, and it’s a look into 
someone’s life.”

This show is going to 
bring back a performance 
style that hasn’t been done 
by SCHS since 2017. Audi-
ence members will be on 
the stage with the perform-

ers instead of sitting in the 
700-plus seats down below. 
Stuewer noted there will be 
couches, folding chairs and 
lawn chairs for the audi-
ence to sit on, providing an 
interesting mix.

“Every spot is a good 
spot,” Stuewer said. “It’s 
been a fun challenge to 
work with the actors on 
playing to the different parts 
of the audience. Actors are 
so used to being told that 
you can’t have your back 
to the audience, but when 
they’re on either side of you, 
it’s rather unavoidable.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

AT A GLANCE
WHAT: “Middletown”
WHEN: 7 p.m. April 11-12, 2 p.m. 

April 13
WHERE: Auditorium, Shawano Com-

munity High School, 220 County 
Road B, Shawano

TICKETS: $5 adults, $3 children. 
Tickets can be purchased at the 
door or online at shawanotheater.
ludus.com

The local librarian, played Kate Smits, center, tells newcomer Mary Swanson, played by Maddigan Bakeberg, about the town as longtime resident John 
Dodge, played by Tanner Thiel, stands in the wings in a scene from “Middletown,” which will be performed April 11-13 at Shawano Community High School.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

A police officer, played by Andrew Mukka, left, and a pair of tourists, played 
by Ireland Setterman, center, and Owen Krueger, check out a strange obelisk 
in a scene from “Middletown.”		�   LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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‘12 Angry Jurors’ to deliberate next month in Oconto
The Machickanee Players have begun 

rehearsals for the final play of their 40th 
season, the drama “12 Angry Jurors.”

The story contemplates the serious 
responsibility of 12 ordinary people as 
they consider the guilt or innocence of a 
young man accused of the murder of his 
father. Disagreement and conflict among 
them force the jurors to question their 
own morals and values as they face a 
decision which could cost a young man 
his life.

Written by Reginald Rose, it was 
originally produced as a one-act teleplay 

on the CBS Studio One anthology TV 
series. It was first staged as a play in 
1955. Most famously, it was made into a 
movie in 1957 starring Henry Fonda. The 
players are following an adaptation by 
Sherman L. Sergel which is most similar 
to the Studio One version.

“It’s a timeless lesson about prejudice 
and jumping to conclusions, Director 
Jahn Mozey said. “I feel it’s especially 
important to present it at this time, 
when we have several high-profile court 
cases going on that are definitely fueled 
by emotion. I have a great cast, too — 

ranging from seasoned performers all 
the way to a 73-year-old who has never 
acted on stage before. It’s a great selec-
tion, similar to the different characters 
that make up the jury in the play.”

Spencer Lacy, who plays Juror 
Number Seven, likes that the show is 
ambiguous.

“We just don’t have enough informa-
tion to know what happened,” Lacy said.

Performances will be held on May 3-5 
and May 10-12. General admission is $20, 
while Sunday matinees are $16.

Friday and Saturday evening shows 

offer a dinner catered from The Wooden 
Spoon for an additional $20, while 
Sunday matinees offer the option of pie 
from OJ’s of Gillett for $5 more than the 
cost of admission. Dinner and pie must 
be ordered at the same time tickets are 
purchased, and dinner orders have a 
cutoff date of five to six days before the 
show.For these options, choose add-
ons when ordering tickets at https://
machickaneeplayers.com/our-shows/
buy-tickets.

For information, go to www.mach-
ickaneeplayers.com.

Laughter best medicine for storyteller
Krause adds Southern charm to Wisconsin tales in ‘The Adventures of Martha Lou and Me’

BY LEE PULASKI
City Editor

They say that laughter is the best 
medicine, and Josephine Krause knows 
it best, having dealt with a debilitating 
condition for most of her life.

What started out as a writing assign-
ment in eighth grade soon turned into 

entertaining and funny 
stories for the family 
Christmas cards, and now 
Krause is sharing the 
laughter with everyone 
in the new book “The 
Adventures of Martha 
Lou and Me,” currently 
available in Kindle and 
paperback formats on 
Amazon.

Over the course of 41 short stories, 
readers get to follow the humorous true-
life adventures that Krause and her sister 
had growing up. Krause tells the stories 
in the tone of her paternal grandmother, 
raised in the Deep South in Alabama. 
Krause noted that when she told the 
stories verbally, she imitated her grand-
mother’s accent, leading to more laughs.

The back cover of the book, in part, 
reads: “She was so country, that coun-
try folk looked like highfalutin city folk, 
compared to her. Grandma had a note-
worthy Southern dialect that left me 
gobsmacked every time she spoke. It was 
fascinating, captivating, enchanting, and 
a tad odd.”

Most of the stories take place in Wis-
consin, where the family lived, includ-
ing Tigerton, Clintonville and Manawa. 
There are also stories during the period 
the family moved to Ontario, Canada, 
according to Krause, along with one with 
St. James, Missouri, as the backdrop and 
another taking place in Muncie, Indiana.

When Krause’s eighth-grade teacher 
asked the class to come up with a story 
about 40 years ago, her thoughts immedi-
ately went to her family.

“I just started telling a story about our 
life, and since my grandma was from Ala-
bama and she always spoke really differ-
ent, I started imitating my grandma, and 
my whole family was laughing,” Krause 
said. “They said, ‘You should write your 
story like Grandma Krause,’ so I did.”

Krause’s parents got such a kick out 
of the story that her mother wanted to 
include copies of it in the annual Christ-
mas card to family members.

“Then people started saying, ‘This 
is really funny. It’s hysterical,’” Krause 
said. “Then it just kind of went from 
there. They were dying laughing, and 
my mother would say, ‘Could you write 
another story for the Christmas card?’”

Krause stopped writing for a while 
as illness made it difficult to pursue. She 
was diagnosed as a brittle type 1 diabetic 

in January 1979 at the age of 8, at a time 
when blood glucose levels couldn’t be 
read, and she remembered passing out at 
school and her teachers claiming she was 
faking illness, despite her diagnosis. She 

was diagnosed with neuropathy when 
she was 12, and much of her time has 
been spent in hospitals, including 47 sur-
geries and a stint of 2½ years at Shawano 
Medical Center.

“I’ve been sick for most of my life,” 
Krause said. “I’ve barely scraped by just 
being able to be alive. I’ve either been in 
transplant wards or sick in the hospital, 
so the friends that I do have are basically 
like me — they’re in and out of the hos-
pital. We’ve met on Facebook pages for 
these illnesses, so they’re like, ‘Basically, 
I have nothing to live for. I really can’t 
take it anymore,’ and I’ll be like, ‘Hey, 
you want a good laugh? Here’s what me 
and my sisters did.’”

Krause noted that those hospital 
friends who read the stories forget, if 
only for a moment, the pain and discom-
fort they’re in, and the stories have the 
same effect on the author, too.

“I just made someone’s day,” Krause 
said.

Krause reunited with a longtime 
friend in Canada, and she sent the stories 
detailing her wacky antics with her 
sister, Martha Lou, and that inspired her 
to start writing again. She had amassed a 
binder full of stories by Christmas 2022, 
and the feedback she received was “You 
need to publish this.”

“My mom checked with a publisher, 
and he said, ‘I’m getting ready to retire, 
but your daughter could do it on Kindle 
Direct Publishing,’” Krause said.

Krause already had the written files 
readily available, as she was putting the 
stories on her Facebook page. She said 
she collected some family photos.

Martha Lou is a fictitious name 
Krause made up for the stories, and her 
sister’s name is actually Michelle, but 
when she wrote the stories, the fam-
ily would actually call Michelle by the 
Martha Lou name whenever she got into 
trouble.

“It’s kind of like that’s her alter ego,” 
Krause said. “That’s like a dumb ‘Martha 
Lou and Me’ move.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

AT A GLANCE
BOOK: “The Adventures of Martha Lou and Me”
AUTHOR: Josephine Krause
PUBLISHER: Kindle Direct Publishing
PAGES: 185
COST: $5 ebook, $14.95 paperback on Amazon

JOSEPHINE 
KRAUSE

Josephine Krause, shown at left, and her family often provided terrific fodder for the short stories she wrote, especially Martha Sue, third from left, whose actual name was 
Michelle but would be called Martha Sue whenever she got into mischief.� CONTRIBUTED
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Neighborly kindness almost 
meets with fowl play

Screaming bloody mur-
der, I felt helpless against 
the attack. Using whatever 
means I had to defend my-
self, I kicked at the thing, 
meeting open air as the 
fowl deftly averted my foot. 
Undeterred, it came back at 
me with a vengeance.

Earlier in the day I had 
received a text from our 
neighbor asking if I’d let 
her girls out to peck that 
afternoon as the days were 
warm and spring-like. 
She’d asked us a few times 
before. Accommodating her 
15-member brood of hens, 
we’d go down and open 
their henhouse door, letting 
them free range in the yard.

“No problem,” I respond-
ed as usual.

She was at work and we 
were just down the road. 
What wasn’t usual was that 
I was going there alone. 
Generally, since we were 
still collecting sap, my hus-
band and I had swung round 
together after our collection 
and opening the coop door, 
never had had trouble with 
her rooster. I’ve since been 
educated about roosters and 
their brood of chickens.

Our neighbor, whose 
husband has built her a 
dream hen house, tends 
her flock very well and is 
knowledgeable about the 
ways of her fowl, chickens 
and roosters alike. Their 
rooster, Willy, talks to his 
charges, letting them know 
there are treats over there, 
for instance, or alarming 
them of danger. Extremely 
vigilant, the rooster watches 
the skies.

One day, my neighbor 
recalled, her birds were 
between the coop and the 
road, and there was a hawk 
in the trees. Spotting the 
hawk, Willy sent out an 
alarm for his girls letting 
them know in no uncertain 
terms there was danger 
lurking.

They all had run to the 
woods except for one. Willy 
scurried back after that one 
and corralled her safely to 
the woods, under tree cov-
erage. The woods’ canopy 
provided coverage because 
the hawk had no free space 
in which to swoop down 
and seize one.

So that day, Willy as-
sumed I was a threat and he 
meant to put up a defense. 
This rooster was intimidat-
ing, at times flying up as 
high as my waist, trying his 
hardest to jab at whatever 
body part he could reach. 
The more fuss I made, the 
madder he seemed to get. 
Backing up slowly, I’d clap 
my hands and holler, but in 
his righteous anger, he just 
kept fluttering his wings, 
jutting his head back and 
forth and continuing to 
attack.

His hackle, which is long, 
fine and brightly colored, 
enlarged and fluffed up to 
encircle his entire neck 
area. I’d have admired 
it more had he not been 

adamantly trying to kill me, 
or at the least, cause bodily 
harm. Willy, who at all costs 
would stick up for his girls, 
was protecting them from 
me, a strange invader into 
their safe home.

Finally, I was able to get 
some space between me 
and him and made a mad 
dash to my car all the while 
looking over my shoulder 
and sure enough, he was 
pursuing me. It was truly 
terrifying. Thinking back 
it probably would have 
made a hilarious episode on 
“America’s Funniest Home 
Videos.”

A few days later, as I was 
chatting with our neighbors 
in their back yard, their 
beautiful flock were pecking 
and cooing, talking back 
and forth to each other. 
Every once in a while, a 
relaxed Willy would call 
cock-a-doodle-doo. The 
wild birds were chirping 
and twittering in the trees. 
It was peaceful and settling 
— a homestead serenity 
that content, well-cared-for 
animals convey.

They recalled a hawk 
almost as big as a chicken, 
had swooped in on the girls 
at one time, before they got 
a rooster and had installed 
netting over the henhouse. 
Our neighbor heard a com-
motion in the back yard 
and discovered the poten-
tial killer in the henhouse, 
trying to fly out. With no 
other means of defending 
the chickens, our neighbor 
threw his shirt over the 
hawk to deter it. Once cov-
ered, taking it away from 

the henhouse, he threw it 
off to the side.

Beforehand, the hawk 
had kicked, clawed and 
tried to bite him through the 
shirt. Freed then, the hawk 
spread its wings and shook 
itself, squawked heartily and 
in shock, stood its ground 
for a bit before flying off. 
Hence, they’ve put netting 
up and got themselves a 
rooster.

My neighbor has English 
Orpingtons and Wyan-
dottes, raised from baby 
chicks. They’re full of color 
and good health. She puts 
saddles on some of her 
chickens to protect them as 
the rooster fertilizes the hen 
to produce eggs.

According to a Google 
search, “The rooster 
transfers sperm to the hen 
through a process called 
‘cloacal contact.’ This oc-
curs when their cloacas, the 
common opening reproduc-
tive and digestive tracts, 
make contact, allowing for 
the transfer of sperm from 
the male to the female.”

If the egg is not incu-
bated it cannot develop into 
a chick.

After encountering 
Willy and understanding 
the reasoning behind his 
aggression, I cannot help 
but admire and respect him 
for his robust defense. All 
that being said, the next 
time I go down there to 
open the henhouse, I’ll be 
prepared.

(“Know well the condi-
tion of your flocks, and give 
attention to your herds.” 
Proverbs 27:23)

Kay Reminger was born and raised on 
a dairy farm, and she married her high 
school sweetheart, who happened to 

farm for a living in Leopolis. Writing for 
quite a few years, she remains focused 
on the blessings of living the ups and 
downs of rural life from a farm wife’s 

perspective.

FARM LIFE FROM A FARM WIFE

Willy may appear small in stature compared to a human, but that is one bird 
you do not want to cross when he is guarding his ladies.� KAY REMINGER

Kay Kay 
RemingerReminger

ColumnistColumnist
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On any given day, there are countless stories just waiting to 
be told. Our staff reporters can only cover so much, so we 

count on correspondents to help out when the need arises.

NEW Media is looking for help in covering meetings 
and events in Oconto County, Menominee County and 

western Shawano County. Anyone with a curious mind, a 
photographer’s eye and the skill to turn a phrase can apply.

NEWS CORRESPONDENT

Send a resume with writing and photography samples to 
city editor Lee Pulaski at lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com.
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Trees and shrubs blooming ahead of schedule
A warm start to the 

spring season has caused 
a number of native forest 
trees and shrubs to begin 
blooming, in some cases, 
almost a month ahead of 
schedule.

Even in our own 
backyards, we can see the 
early tree and shrub bloom 
by examining the twigs 
and branches of our own 
woody plants.

Many of our maples are 
in full bloom now with the 
warmth of the March sun. 
Maples begin blooming far 
up in the treetops, closest 
to the sun, then work their 
way down to ground level. 
Sugar maples, swamp 
maples, red maples and 
silver maples are already 
in bloom in much of our 
area.

Look closely at the 
treetops to see the red 
haze that signals the bloom 
overhead. With a closer 
look, the reddish flower 
buds are adorned with 
golden pollen stamens, 
creating a spectacular flo-
ral showcase in miniature.

This past week, as I 
walked along the trails at 
Navarino Wildlife Area, I 
noticed that the hazelnuts 
are all in full spring bloom, 
as well. This is about a 
month early; I usually 
don’t find hazelnuts in 
bloom until mid-April or 
so.

Here in Wisconsin, 
we have two varieties 
of hazelnuts, the beaked 
hazelnut and the Ameri-
can filbert. They are very 
similar in bloom and leaf, 
however the husks are 
completely different that 
cover the growing nuts.

Hazelnuts produce both 
male flowers and female 
flowers. The male flower 
is a long slender catkin 
adorned with greenish 
yellow pollen. The female 
flower grows from an 

ovary-like structure along 
the branch and resembles 
a tiny sea anemone with 
wine-colored or reddish 
tentacles that emerge to 
capture the sticky pollen.

Also in bloom along 
wetland shores and damp 
places is tag alder. Tag al-
der, like hazelnut, produc-
es both male and female 
flowers. The male flowers 
are beautifully purple or 
maroon-colored catkins, 
while the female flowers 
are short, squat cone-like 
structures on the branches.

The birches are also 
loaded with beautiful cat-
kins now in early spring. 
Paper birch, yellow birch 
and river birch are all 
sporting these beautiful 
floral structures.

Of course, the na-
tive pussy willows are 
now beginning to pop in 
abundance in mid-March. 
The silvery, fur-covered 
catkins of a variety of dif-
ferent willow species can 
be seen in area wetlands 
and shorelines, as well as 
our own backyards, where 

cultivated varieties are 
planted.

Willows are not the 
only variety of woody 
plant to produce fur-
covered catkins. All of the 
aspens — including quak-

ing aspen, big tooth aspen 
and cottonwood — also 
support large, silvery, fur-
covered catkins now in the 
middle of March.

Enjoy exploring the 
world of flowering trees 

and shrubs in your own 
backyard this month.

Rob Zimmer is a nature and garden 
author, public speaker and radio show 
host on WHBY. Readers can find him 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/

RobZimmerOutdoors.

Rob ZimmerRob Zimmer
ColumnistColumnist

Tag alder blooms adorn these abundant wetland shrubs now in mid-March.� ROB ZIMMER

WHAT’S HAPPENING
FRIDAY, APRIL 5

KESHENA: Winter Farmers 
Market, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
College of Menominee Nation 
Cultural Learning Center, N188 
State Highway 47-55. Artisan 
Native crafts, hot food, baked 
goods and more. Sponsored 
by the college’s Sustainable 
Development Institute.

SURING: Recovery Talking 
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch 
Community Center, W1281 
County Road M. 

SHAWANO: Auditions for 
“The Wizard of Oz,” 6-9 p.m., 
Mielke Arts Center, N5649 
Airport Road. Box In The 
Wood Theatre Guild’s summer 
musical. Register for an audi-
tion date and time at https://
calendly.com/brandonbyng/
auditions-wizard-of-oz.

SATURDAY, APRIL 6
SHAWANO: Shawano-

Menominee Relay for Life, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Shawano 
Community High School, 220 
County Road B. Fundraiser for 
research and local American 
Cancer Society programs.

SHAWANO: Auditions for 
“The Wizard of Oz,” 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Mielke Arts Center, 
N5649 Airport Road. Box In 

The Wood Theatre Guild’s 
summer musical. Register for 
an audition date and time at 
https://calendly.com/brandon-
byng/auditions-wizard-of-oz.

OCONTO FALLS: Operation 
Shoe Box celebration, 10 a.m. to 
noon, Grace Lutheran Church, 
501 S. Main St. Samaritan’s 
Purse celebration of a suc-
cessful 2023 campaign in the 
12-county Green Bay area.

SHAWANO: Shawano 
Speedway Fan Fest, 11 a.m.to 3 
p.m., Crawford Center, 251 S. 
Waukechon St. Kickoff to the 
2024 race season, race cars on 
display.

KESHENA: Running and walk-
ing program, noon to 6 p.m., 
Omaeqnomenewak Wetohkati-
kamek Center, 2700 Mianace-
qtawak Road. Infused water 
provided during the week, and 
a family snack-making station 
is provided on Saturdays. 
Information: Chelsey Latender, 
715-799-5431 or chelseyl@
mtclinic.net. 

OCONTO FALLS: The Wiscon-
sin Singers in concert, 7 p.m., 
Falls Area Performing Arts Cen-
ter, 210 N. Farm Road. Adults 
$15, students and seniors $10, 
tickets at WisconsinSingers.
com/see-us/oconto-falls, or 
608-886-6801.

BOWLER: Drowning Pool in 
concert with Saliva, 7:30 p.m. 
North Star Mohican Casino, 
W12180 County Road A. Tick-
ets $30, doors open 6:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, APRIL 7
LENA: Pathfinders Rummage 

Sale, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., American 
Legion Hall, 412 E. Main St.

MONDAY, APRIL 8
SHAWANO: Photographer 

John Noltner, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Northeast Wisconsin Techni-
cal College, 111 Thomas Ave. In 
conjunction with his exhinit “A 
Peace of My Mind: American 
Stories, photography by John 
Noltner,” Noltner will visit 
campus to do studio interviews 
with interested local residents 
asking them how they’ve 
found strength in the midst of 
struggle. More information at 
apomm.net.

GILLETT: American Red 
Cross blood drive, noon to 5:30 
p.m., Gillett Secondary School, 
208 W. Main St. Appointments 
can be made by downloading 
the American Red Cross Blood 
Donor App, visiting redcross-
blood.org or calling 800-733-
2767.

KESHENA: Running and walk-

ing program, 4:40-6:30 p.m., 
Omaeqnomenewak Wetohkati-
kamek Center, 2700 Mianace-
qtawak Road. Infused water 
provided during the week, and 
a family snack-making station 
is provided on Saturdays. 
Information: Chelsey Latender, 
715-799-5431 or chelseyl@
mtclinic.net. 

SHAWANO: Recovery talking 
circle, 6-8 p.m., First Presbyte-
rian Church, Room 4, 100 W. 
Presbyterian St. Information: 
Dallas Gast, 715-701-5388 or 
dallasgast8@gmail.com. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 9
SHAWANO: Hard Hat Happy 

Hour, 5:45-6:30 p.m., JDoggs, 
136 S. Main St. Networking 
event hosted by Wolf River 
Builders Association.

KESHENA: Recovery talking 
circle, 6-8 p.m. Omaeqnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek Cen-
ter, 2700 Mianaceqtawak Road. 
Information: Mindy Thunder at 
715-799-3835 or mthunder@
mitw.org. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10
NEOPIT: Recovery talking 

circle, 6-8 p.m. The Circle 
House, W6715 Shawpokasic St. 
Information: Mindy Thunder at 

715-799-3835 or mthunder@
mitw.org. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 11
SHAWANO: Youth Appren-

ticeship Employer Informa-
tional Event, noon to 1 p.m., 
Shawano Country Chamber 
of Commerce. Broad overview 
of the program by the Youth 
Apprenticeship Consortium 
coordinator.

KESHENA: Running and walk-
ing program, 4:30-6:30 p.m., 
Omaeqnomenewak Wetohkati-
kamek Center, 2700 Mianace-
qtawak Road. Infused water 
provided during the week, and 
a family snack-making station 
is provided on Saturdays. 
Information: Chelsey Latender, 
715-799-5431 or chelseyl@
mtclinic.net. 

SHAWANO: “Middletown,” 7 
p.m. Shawano Community High 
School, 220 County Road B. 
$5 adults, $3 children. Tickets 
available at the door or at sha-
wanotheater.ludus.com.

CLINTONVILLE: Wolf River 
Home Schoolers present “Chit-
ty Chitty Bang Bang,” 7 p.m., 
Clintonville High School, 64 W. 
Green Tree Road. Free admis-
sion, donations appreciated. 

BOWLER: Native American 

Talking Circle, 7-9 p.m., Mohi-
can Family Center, N8605 Oak 
St. Information: Yvonne Burr, 
715-326-0891. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 12
SHAWANO: Youth Appren-

ticeship Employer Informa-
tional Event, noon to 1 p.m., 
Shawano Country Chamber 
of Commerce. Broad overview 
of the program by the Youth 
Apprenticeship Consortium 
coordinator.

SURING: Recovery Talking 
Circle, 6-8 p.m. South Branch 
Community Center, W1281 
County Road M. 

SHAWANO: “Middletown,” 7 
p.m. Shawano Community High 
School, 220 County Road B. 
$5 adults, $3 children. Tickets 
available at the door or at sha-
wanotheater.ludus.com.

CLINTONVILLE: Wolf River 
Home Schoolers present “Chit-
ty Chitty Bang Bang,” 7 p.m., 
Clintonville High School, 64 W. 
Green Tree Road. Free admis-
sion, donations appreciated. 

WITTENBERG: Spring Gala, 
7-10 p.m., WOWSPACE, 114 W. 
Vinal St. “Art, food, drinks and 
fun.” $25 advance, $30 at the 
door. Must be 21 to attend. Fun-
draiser for Walls of Wittenberg.
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Hawks, Chargers win 
conference openers

Bonduel, Wittenberg-Birnamwood play exhibition games in UP
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

Bonduel went 1-1 over 
the weekend, competing 
in a tournament inside the 
Superior Dome in Marquette, 
Michigan.

The Bears opened with an 
8-7 loss to Hancock (Michi-
gan) on March 29. The team 
turned things around March 
30, beating Menominee 
(Michigan) 15-7.

Result for a March 30 
game against Hurley were not 
available.

In the same tournament, 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
went 1-1-1.

The Chargers began their 
play March 29 with a 7-4 vic-
tory over Hancock.

On March 30, Wittenberg-
Birnamwood lost 7-5 to West-
wood (Michigan) before tying 
Houghton 3-3 to end their 
tournament play.

Shawano
The Hawks opened the 

2024 Bay Conference season 
with a 16-4 home victory over 

Ella Stuber gets a hit against Xavier on March 28. Shawano opened its conference action with a home game (and victory) against Xavier.
KEVIN PASOSN | NEW MEDIA

SOFTBALL, CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
Braylyn Babino stands up at second base after a string of hits by Shawano against Xavier on March 28. The 
Hawks won 16-4 and area 3-1 overall and 1-0 in the Bay Conference.		           KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Oconto Falls 
boys, girls 
dominate 

home invite
Oconto Falls’ girls 

earned eight first-place 
awards at the Oconto falls 
Indoor 2 meet March 25.

Abby Budz was first 
in the 200-meter dash in 
30.54 seconds. Bailee Gor-
man was third, Emery Pa-
gel placed fourth Jasmine 
Lamal-Martinez was ninth, 
and Gwen Maggio finished 
1oth.

Budz also won the triple 
jump at 29 feet 1.75 inches. 
Pagel finished fourth, and 
Mackenzie Lotto was 10th.

In the 400-meter dash, 
it was Maddy Przybylski 
in first in 1:10.54, followed 
by Arianna Impastato in 
eight and Evelyn Savage in 
ninth.

Ava Hodkiewicz’ 
2:40.6 gave her first in 
the 800-meter run, while 
Emma Meissner placed 
second, and Ali Kramer 
was eighth.

Hailey Delzer won the 
1,600-meter run in 6:19.9.

All three relay teams 
won. The 4x100-meter 
time was 1:13.14, the 4x400-
meter team had a time of 
4:28.1, and the 4x800-meter 
foursome won in 11:06.2.

Gracie Miller led a con-
tingent of teammates with 
a second-place finish in the 
long jump. She was joined 
by Budz in third, Rhiana 
Vandeyacht in fifth, Mag-
gio in sixth, Przybylski in 
eighth and Hailyn St. Louis 
in ninth.

Morgan Moynihan 
placed second in the shot 
put and was joined by Kati 
Raddatz in fifth and Grace 
Molitor in eighth.

Lotto placed third in the 
55-meter hurdles.

Maggio placed ninth 
and Lily Van De Ven was 
10th in the high jump.

Eva Brooks had two 
first-place finishes, and 
Abigail Kostreva had a 
third to lead the Lena/St. 
Thomas Aquinas Academy 
team.

Brooks was first in the 
55-meter hurdles in 8.84, 
leading teammates Kali 
Fischer in second, Alexis 
Maloney in fourth, Laila 
Collar in fifth and Emma 
Hasenfus in eighth.

At 4-8, Brooks won the 
high jump. Kate Peters was 
third.

Kostreva’s 14-0.5 earned 
her the title in the long 
jump.

Other top-10 finishes in-
cluded Madilyn Thomson, 

second in the 200-meter 
dash, with Kaelyn Cook in 
sixth. Kostreva was second 
in the 400-meter dash, 
followed by Karli Fischer 
in fifth, Della Kostreva in 
sixth and Kate Peters in 
seventh.

Kali Fischer placed sec-
ond in the triple jump, fol-
lowed by Kaitlyn Borkovec 
in third and Della Kostreva 
in sixth.

Miriam Alberts placed 
fifth in the 800-meter run.

Mackenzie Vorpahl 
placed seventh in the shot 
put, and Whitney Potter 
finished 11th.

Boys events
Oconto Falls’ boys 

earned six first-place 
awards.

Isaac Bramer won the 
200-meter dash in 25.64, 
and was followed by Alex 
Frehse in fifth and AJ Hen-
dricks in 10th.

Emerson Rice’s time 
of 2:14.9 gave him first in 
the 800-meter run, where 
he was joined by Griffin 
Kopke in third and Braxton 
Rajkovich in ninth.

Ben Adams placed first 
in the 1,600-meter run in 
4:56.3.

Alex Haines’ time of 
7.34 placed him first in 
the 55-meter hurdles, and 
Emerich Skarban placed 
second.

Brady Bursa leapt to 
first in the long jump at 
18 feet 9 inches. He was 
joined by Evan Lotter-
Greetan in fourth and 
Weston Hoskins in 
seventh.

The 4x800-meter really 
team also placed first.

Brant Laluzerne ran to 
second in the 400-meter 
dash. Carter Hill placed 
fifth, and Croix Garden-
brecht was seventh.

A second-place fin-
ish was recorded by the 
4x400-meter relay team, 
while the 4x100-meter 
relay foursome was fifth.

Haines was second in 
the high jump, and Skarban 
was fifth.

Bursa collected a third-
place finish in the triple 
jump, while Gardenbrecht 
placid seventh.

Bryce Schefdore fin-
ished in fourth in the shot 
put.

The pole vault results 
included Kolton Krueger 
in sixth, Hill in seventh 
and Cason Weenig in 
eighth.

Lena/St. Thomas 

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

TRACK, CONTINUED ON PAGE 17



Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood scored 98.5 points 
and placed fourth at the 
Bluejay Indoor Invitational 
in Merrill on March 28.

The Chargers won four 

events, placed second 
in another and racked 
up several top-10 spots. 
Rhinelander won the event 
with 105 points, followed 
by Merrill with 100 and 
Rib Lake with 99.5.

The Chargers won the 
4x765-meter relay, the 

4x228-meter relay and the 
4x380-meter relay.

Freshman Harper 
Rogowski won the 
400-meter dash with fresh-
man Ava Brei taking third.

In the 800-meter run, 
freshman Gabrielle Timm 
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Kadence Meyers contemplates her next pitch in the early innings against Xavier on March 28. Shawano opened Bay 
Conference action with a 16-4 victory.				                        KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Xavier on March 28.
Shawano improved to 

3-1 overall.
Witt-Birn
Competition in the 

Central Wisconsin East 
Conference kicked off 
March 28 when Weyau-
wega-Fremont defeated 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
11-2.

Lena/STAA
Lena/St. Thomas Aqui-

nas Academy was shut out 
17-0 by Green Bay NEW 
Lutheran/Providence 
Academy on March 28.

Pulaski
The Red Raiders 

opened the 2024 campaign 
with a two-day trip to 
Orlando, Florida, where 
the Red Raiders won their 
first game of the season, a 
17-2 win over The Dalton 
School (New York) on 
March 25.

On March 26, Pulaski 
shut out Wilsonville (Or-
egon) 7-0.

Lena/STAA
Lena/St. Thomas Aqui-

nas Academy’s girls soft-
ball team opened the 2024 

season with a win and two 
losses March 23-24 at the 
Danny Mac Softball Clas-
sic at the Hodag Dome in 
Rhinelander.

In the first game March 
23, Lena/STAA lost 8-2 to 
Pembine/Goodman. 

However, the team 
bounced back in its second 
game, winning 18-3 over 
Spencer.

Lena/STAA lost 20-19 
to Flambeau in the March 
24 contest.

TRACK, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16
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Aquinas Academy’a An-
thony Seefeldt’s second-
place finish in the shot 
put led the co-op team’s 
results.

Zander Thomson was 
third in the high jump. 

Thomson was fourth in 
the 55-meter hurdles, and 
the 4x100-meter relay 
team was also fourth.

Erik Kosch placed fifth 
in the 1,600-meter run.

Kosch was also sev-

enth in the 800-meter run, 
Colton Skrobel was sev-
enth in the shot put, and 
Robert Alberts finished 
eighth in the long jump.

BY KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

BY KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

BY KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Shawano, Lena open 
seasons with wins

Pulaski loses both games at baseball 
exhibition event in South Carolina

Shawano’s baseball 
season got off on the right 
foot with a 5-0 shutout of 
Two Rivers at home on 
March 28.

The Hawks racked up 
their five runs on six hits, 
while Two Rivers connect-
ed for one hit and commit-
ted two errors.

The game was score-
less until the bottom of the 
fifth inning when Warner 
Beyer laid down a safety 
squeeze bunt to score 
Dylan Hodkiewicz. The 
Hawks scored two more in 
the fifth off of two errors 
committed by the Purple 
Raiders.

Shawano added two 
more runs in the bottom of 
the sixth to round out the 

run total.
Crew Weisnicht led 

Shawano at the plate, hit-
ting 2-for-3. Jerzy Brocker, 
Carsen Herm, Parker 
Beyer and Anderson 
Schmidt each had a hit for 
the Hawks. Warner Beyer 
had a pair of RBIs.

Pete Bruette picked up 
the win, pitching six in-
nings and striking out nine, 
walking three and giving 
up no hits. Brocker pitched 
one inning, gave up one hit 
and struck out two.

Lena
Lena crushed Green 

Bay NEW Lutheran 10-0 on 
March 28.

Ty Shallow was the 
winning pitcher.

Lena scored in all five 
innings, including a three-
run second inning and a 
four-run third inning.

Pulaski
The Red Raiders 

opened the 2024 season 
at a tournament in Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., losing their 
March 26 to the Falcons 
of Briar Woods (Virginia) 
8-4.

For Pulaski’s part, Kyle 
Olson scored two runs 
while getting on base in 
three of his four plate 
appearances.

On March 27, the woes 
continued for the Red 
Raiders, as Pulaski lost 7-1 
to the Pickerington North 
Panthers (Ohio).

Jacob McDonald got 
on base in all three of his 
plate appearances, includ-
ing a triple.

Pulaski’s loss dropped 
their record to 0-2.

Brooks earns a pair of 
firsts at UW-SP meet

Several area track teams 
competed in the Rosholt-
Webko-Politos Invitational 
at UW-Stevens Point on 
March 30.

Eva Brooks led the 
Lena/St. Thomas Aquinas 
Academy team with a pair 
of first-place finishes. A 
height of 5 feet 2 inches 
was best in the high jump, 
and a total of 32-6 was No. 
1 in the triple jump. Della 
Kostreva was fourth in the 
triple jump, and Kaitlyn 
Borkovec placed eighth.

Brooks also took second 
in the 60-meter hurdles, 
and Kali Fischer was sixth.

Abigail Kostreva placed 
second in the long jump 
and sixth in the 400-meter 
dash.

Karli Fischer captured 
seventh in the pole vault, 
with Macy Herald placing 
eight. Mackenzie Vorpahl 
was 10th in the shot put.

Paige Niquette placed 
second in the 60-meter 
dash and Ashlyn Kurey 
was second in the triple 
jump to lead all Bonduel 
team members.

Mariah Wondra claimed 

third in the 3,200-meter 
run. Wondra placed fourth 
and Teagan Engel was 
seventh in the 1,600-meter 
run.

The 4x200-meter relay 
team and the 4x400-meter 
relay team each finished 
in fourth place. Cierra 
Schnell was fourth in the 
long jump.

In the 60-meter hurdles, 
it was Schnell in seventh 
place.

Rachel Hunter finished 
in eighth place in the shot 
put.

Audrey Weier placed 
ninth in the high jump. 
Kurey was ninth in the 
800-meter run, and Engel 
placed 10th.

Gresham/Bowler was 
led by Isabella Stevens’ 
fourth-place finish in the 
high jump and fifth-place 
spot in the shot put.

The 4x200-meter relay 
team placed 10th.

Marion’s top spot was 
notched by the 4x200-me-
ter relay’s team 11th-place 
finish.

Boys events
Bonduel was led by Ben 

O’Brien in the 3,200-meter 
run and Samuel Roberts in 
the long jump, each plac-

ing second.
The 4x200-meter relay 

team placed third, as did 
Ryan Westrich in the shot 
put.

O’Brien placed sixth in 
the 1,600-meter run.

Griffin Uelmen leapt to 
10th in the high jump, and 
Roberts was 10th in the 
triple jump.

Gillett was led by 
Bradyn Wendorff with a 
second-place finish in the 
1,600-meter run.

The 4x400-meter relay 
team placed ninth.

Gresham/Bowler’s 
Bryson Nelson was third 
in the 3,200-meter run and 
eighth in the 1,600-meter 
run.

Lena/St. Thomas Aqui-
nas Academy collected a 
pair of second-places and 
one third.

Anthony Seefeldt was 
second in the shot put.

Zander Thomson was 
second in the 60-meter 
hurdles and third in the 
high jump.

Marion’a best finish was 
recorded by Tristan Herro 
taking 16th in the long 
jump and triple jump.

Charger girls take 4th at Merrill

W-B, CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Ojibwe spring fishing season starting soon
Parts of Shawano, Menominee and Oconto counties included in Ceded Territory

The Wisconsin De-
partment of Natural 
Resources (DNR) reminds 
Wisconsinites of the 
protected tribal right to 
fish in certain Wisconsin 
waterways and the legal 
consequences they could 
face if found interfering 
with that right during the 
upcoming Ojibwe spring 
fishing season.

“The Wisconsin DNR 
fully supports Ojibwe sov-
ereignty and treaty rights,” 
said DNR Deputy Secre-
tary Steven Little. “We en-
courage tribal citizens to 
get out and exercise their 
treaty rights. Likewise, we 
remind the public that it 
is illegal to interfere with 
this right and have zero 
tolerance for harassment.”

Each tribal fishing sea-
son, tribal citizens harvest 
using various methods, 
including spearing and 
netting. The harvest usu-
ally begins shortly after 
the ice melts, typically 
by mid-April. This year, 
the season is expected to 
begin earlier due to the 
mild winter Wisconsin has 
experienced. The tribal 
harvest is not a date-reg-
ulated activity; as a result, 
there is neither an open 
nor closed season.

“For Ojibwe families, 
the spring season is a brief 
opportunity to harvest 

walleye and other species 
from Ceded Territory wa-
ters,” said Jason Schlender, 
Great Lakes Indian Fish 
and Wildlife Commis-
sion (GLIFWC) executive 
administrator. “But the 
benefits of eating healthy 
meals for Ojibwe com-
munities lasts throughout 
the year, from household 
kitchen tables to elder 
nutrition programs.”

Part of the collabora-
tion between the DNR and 
the Ojibwe tribes includes 
working together to set a 
safe harvest limit for every 
walleye and muskellunge 
lake in the Ceded Terri-
tory. These safe harvest 
limits ensure that the 
walleye and muskellunge 
harvests do not adversely 
affect each lake’s fishery.

There are 2,300 lakes 

larger than 25 acres in the 
Ceded Territory, includ-
ing 919 walleye lakes and 
623 musky lakes. Each 
year, the Ojibwe tribal 
citizens fish a portion 
of these lakes outside of 
reservation boundaries 
during their spring harvest 
season.

Harvest begins shortly 
after the ice melts, with 
nightly fishing permits 

issued by the tribes to 
their members to harvest 
a specific number of fish, 
including one walleye 
between 20 and 24 inches 
and one additional walleye 
of any size.

All fish that are taken 
are documented each 
night by tribal clerks or 
wardens who are present 
at boat landings. Once 
the declared harvest is 
reached in a given lake, no 
additional permits are is-
sued for that lake, and the 
harvest ends.

Tribal rights
In the mid-1800s, the 

Lake Superior Ojibwe 
Tribes ceded more than 
22,000 square miles of 
tribal territory across 
northern Wisconsin, 
including all or parts of 30 
counties, through a series 
of treaties with the United 
States federal government.

The northwestern por-
tions of Shawano, Menom-
inee and Oconto counties 
are part of the Ceded 
Territory.

When the Ojibwe ceded 
lands to the federal gov-
ernment, they maintained 
their rights to hunt, fish 
and gather off reservation 
land within the Ceded 
Territory. However, after 
Wisconsin became a state, 
state and local officials fre-
quently assumed statehood 

superseded Ojibwe treaty 
rights and regulated or 
prohibited off-reservation 
hunting, fishing and gath-
ering by tribal members.

In 1983, a federal court 
ruling reaffirmed the 
Ojibwe had the right to 
hunt, fish and gather off-
reservation in the Ceded 
Territory — including 
the right to catch fish by 
spearing and netting.

Interfering with
tribal rights
To assist in regulat-

ing those activities, 11 
Ojibwe bands have formed 
GLIFWC, which provides 
fully trained wardens who 
patrol the Ceded Terri-
tory to make sure tribal 
citizens are following 
applicable tribal conserva-
tion laws. Violations are 
cited into tribal courts for 
prosecution.

Ojibwe spearing and 
netting are carefully moni-
tored and regulated by 
staff from both GLIFWC 
and the Wisconsin DNR.

Anyone violating tribal 
rights could be charged 
under several Wisconsin 
laws, fined up to $10,000 
and sentenced up to nine 
months in prison. Addi-
tionally, any tribal member 
whose rights are violated 
may bring civil action 
for damages and seek a 
restraining order.

In the mid-1800s, the Lake Superior Ojibwe Tribes ceded more than 22,000 square miles of tribal territory across 
northern Wisconsin, including all or parts of 30 counties, through a series of treaties with the United States federal 
government. The northwestern portions of Shawano, Menominee and Oconto counties are part of the Ceded Terri-
tory.								                                 CONTRIBUTED
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W-B, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17
captured second, and 
freshman Charlie Eichman 
was fifth.

Freshman Kelsie Davis 
placed third in the shot 
put.

Brei was third in the 
high jump and fourth in 
the 200-meter dash.

Freshman Lily Metropu-
los was third in the triple 
jump, and Rogowski was 
sixth.

A Charger foursome 

placed fourth in the 4x152-
meter relay.

In the long jump, 
freshman Kaitlin Tush-
kowski placed fifth and 
junior Jayden Zeinert was 
seventh.

Davis finished sixth and 
Zeinert was eighth in the 
50-meter hurdles.

Boys events
Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood’s boys collected 16 
points and finished in sixth 

place.
Sophomore Mason 

Wierzba had the best finish 
for the Chargers, placing 
second in the shot put.

In the long jump, junior 
Michael Gunter placed 
sixth. He was also sixth in 
the 50-meter dash.

Gunter finished in 
seventh in the 200-meter 
dash.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Sprangers, Skenadore lead Red Raiders
Olivia Sprangers and 

Madden Skenandore each 
captured a first-place finish 
for Pulaski on March 26 at 
the Red Hawk Challenge in 
Ripon.

Sprangers placed first 
in the 200-meter dash, and 
teammate Anna Fried-
man was 10th. Sprangers 
finished second in the 
60-meter dash.

Ella Ficarri placed 

second in the 60-meter 
hurdles, and Hallie Morz 
was second in the pole 
vault.

Ficarri, Friedman, Lydia 
Gwidt and Morz worked 
together to take second in 
the 4x200-meter relay.

Skenandore led the boys 
with a first in the 60-meter 
hurdles, and Keaton Dauk 
placed third.

Parker Marshall fin-

ished in fourth place in the 
1,600-meter run and sixth 
place in the 800-meter run.

Fifth-place finishes 
were earned by Dauk in 
the 200-meter dash and 
400-meter dash, and Ben-
nett Vanschyndel in the 
high jump.

In the triple jump, it 
was Isaac Lom in eighth 
place and Jacob Heston in 
10th.

Athletic 
trainers offer 

comprehensive 
care for active 

lifestyles
From preventing 

injuries through com-
prehensive conditioning 
programs to offering im-
mediate care on the field, 
athletic trainers’ dedica-
tion ensures athletes of all 
levels can perform at their 
best while minimizing 
the risks associated with 
physical exertion.

Injury prevention lies 
at the heart of athletic 
training.

“Stretching is one of the 
most important aspects 
before a workout to reduce 
the risk of injury,” em-
phasizes Aspirus athletic 
trainer Jessica Schmitz.

Schmitz recommends 
incorporating a dynamic 
warm-up routine, which 
includes eight to 10 ex-
ercises performed while 
walking and stretching 
simultaneously. This 
routine not only primes 
the muscles and enhances 
blood flow but also helps 
prevent tightness during 
exercise. Additionally, the 
post-workout cooldown is 
essential for recovery and 
promotes a healthy mental 
state for athletes.

While the primary goal 

is to minimize injuries, 
athletic trainers are pre-
pared to shift their focus to 
evaluation, treatment and 
rehabilitation in case of an 
injury.

“We are there to make 
sure that athletes get back 
to their sport as soon as 
they can,” Schmitz said.

When necessary, 
athletic trainers facilitate 
referrals to orthopedic 
specialists or other medi-
cal professionals, ensuring 
athletes receive optimal 
care.

Schmitz also notes that 
athletic trainers serve not 
only elite athletes but also 
the broader active popula-
tion, providing compre-
hensive care to adults and 
adolescents alike.

“We cater to anyone 
who is physically active, 
not just high school ath-
letes,” she said.

For individuals ex-
periencing pain during 
physical activity, Schmitz 
advises stopping and 
assessing whether the 
sensation is tightness or 
soreness.

“If it’s tightness or 
soreness, stretching is 

recommended,” she said. 
“However, if it’s actual 
pain or a potential injury, 
it’s important to stop the 
workout and seek medical 
attention from a doctor or 
athletic trainer.”

Aspirus athletic trainer Jessica Schmitz said injury prevention lies at the heart of athletic training and stretching is one of the most important aspects before 
a workout to reduce the risk of injury.									                     CONTRIBUTED

Share your sports information
Area high school coaches are encouraged to 

submit game summaries, rosters and photos to 
sports@newmedia-wi.com.



PAGE 20  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 2024

Shawano Speedway to host open house
2024 racing season set to kick off April 13, featuring Dirt Kings Late Model Tour

Want to meet your 
favorite driver, get an up-
close look at a stock car or 
learn more about racing in 
general?

Those opportunities and 
more will be offered at the 
Shawano Speedway Fan 
Fest, scheduled for 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. April 6. The open 
house will be held at the 
Crawford Center; how-
ever, if Mother Nature is 
agreeable with some warm 
weather, cars may be on 
display at the fairgrounds 
along East Green Bay 
Street.

“It’s a chance for 
drivers to show off their 
new wraps, new colors 
and new sponsors,” said 

Bob Schmidt, one of the 
organizers. “We’ll have 
drivers from Shawano and 
all over.”

Several hundred people 
attended last year’s Fan 
Fest, and Schmidt expects 
a similar crowd this year, 
as long as the weather is 
good.

“It’s hard to say ex-
actly were there,” he said. 
“People come, people go. 
They’re not there the en-
tire time.”

Again, if weather per-
mits, drivers will conduct 
a practice session at the 
track following the Fan 
Fest and running until 
sunset.

During the season, 
there are five divisions 
racing each Saturday night 
at the Shawano County 

Fairgrounds.
“We usually pull in 100-

110 cars each night from all 
around the state,” Schmidt 
said.

The 2024 race season 
is set to begin April 13 and 
will feature the Dirt Kings 
Late Model Tour.

Weather permitting, 
races are held on the half-
mile oval every Saturday 
night through Aug. 31.

Several special events 
are planned, including 
Teacher Appreciation 
Night on May 18, Hall of 
Fame Night on June 8, 
Retro Night on July 20 amd 
a corn roast on Aug. 17.

Hot laps begin at 5:30 
p.m., and all regular pro-
grams start at 6 p.m. The 
pit gate opens at 3 p.m., and 
the ticket office opens at 4 

p.m.
Admission is $12 for 

those 17 and older, $6 for 
those 12-16 and free for 
those 11 and younger with a 
paid adult.

Pit passes are $30 for 
those 12 and older and $10 
for those 11 and younger.

Half season and full 
season pit passes and 
grandstand passes are also 
available.

The track regularly 
features late models, IMCA 
Modifieds, IMCA Sport 
Modifieds, IMCA stock 
cars and 4-cylinders.

A brief description of 
each class, according to 
the Shawano Speedway 
website, follows.

Mighty 4s: This class is 
made up of 4-cylinder front 
wheel drive cars. It’s de-

signed as a fun, economical 
class for anyone who has 
the urge to run on the dirt.

Shawano IMCA Sport 
Modifieds: This division 
is an affordable open 
wheel division designed 
to help drivers get behind 
the wheel with minimum 
expense. Sport mods have 
a crate engine program. 
These cars are nationally 
sanctioned by IMCA and 
race on tracks throughout 
the U.S.

Shawano IMCA Modi-
fieds: The IMCA Modi-
fied Division is nationally 
sanctioned. It is an open 
wheel class that competes 
throughout the state, pro-
ducing large fields of cars 
in Shawano. The minimum 
wheelbase on these cars is 
108 inches, and cars may 

not have wings or spoilers.
Shawano Late Models: 

These are full-bodied late 
model race cars. Rules 
have been crafted to allow 
cars from several sanctions 
to compete together at 
Shawano Speedway. These 
cars are the fastest division 
at the speedway.

Shawano IMCA Stock 
Car: The IMCA Stock Car 
Division is designed as an 
affordable division. These 
cars are nationally sanc-
tioned by IMCA and race 
on tracks throughout the 
U.S. The division allows 
for minor modifications to 
the chassis and engines.

Visit www.shawano-
speedway.net for more 
information.

Among the many winners at the Shawano Speedway in 2023 was Lukas Postl, who claimed victory in the Late Model feature race on July 15. An open house featuring several local and statewide drivers will kick off the 2024 season April 
6. Racing is scheduled to being April 13.																                            CONTRIBUTED

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief
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7 YEARS 
RUNNING

2023

12 YEARS
IN A ROW!
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AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms

Great location
Parking avail.

Starting at $775 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $795 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available

Starting at $715 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a

fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today!
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!

LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking

gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE

LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire

Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military 

Discounts. 
Call 1-877-920-3533

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom

bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,

we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply. 

Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24

1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE:
QUEEN MATTRESSES

FROM $199 40 Styles on
Display! All Sizes Avail.

PlymouthFurnitureWI.com
2133 Eastern Ave Plymouth

WI 920-892-6006 Open Daily
(WCAN)

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC Home Standby

Generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 5-year warranty w/
qualifying purchase. Call 1-

877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power

move. (WCAN)
REPLACE YOUR ROOF

w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from

Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & 
multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time 

Offer - up to 50% OFF
Installation + Add'l 10% off
install (for military, health

workers & 1st responders)
Call Erie Metal Roofs 

1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)
The bathroom of your

dreams in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time

Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments & No 

Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify. BCI

Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional

installation. Senior &
Military 

Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850

(WCAN)

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
THINKING ABOUT

INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER?

American Standard makes it
easy. FREE design

consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 

1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on

installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

p (WCAN)

Williams Painting and
Staining. Houses, log cabins,

decks, metal sheds and
roofs. Free estimates,

Experienced. Flat prices,
insured and references
available. 715.551.7959

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that

fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &

Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!

Publishers 
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-920-922-4864

www.pdsadnet.com

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

47TH ANNUAL AUTO
PARTS SWAP MEET & CAR

SHOW! April 26-27, 
Jefferson Co. Fair Park,

Jefferson, WI . 2 DAY SWAP
MEET CAR CORRAL-CAR
SHOW! Adm $15; No Pets

Fri 8-6pm, Sat 6-4pm, 
madisonclassics.com 

608-244-8416
GUN SHOW
APR 5,6 & 7 

ANTIGO ICE ARENA 1633
Neva Rd. Antigo, WI. 

608-752-6677
bobandrocco.com

GUN SHOW APRIL 5,6 & 7
ANTIGO ICE ARENA 1633

Neva Rd. Antigo, WI
608-752-6677

Bobandrocco.com

GUN SHOW TOMAH, WI
Fairgrounds, APRIL 12,13

&14th; Fri 3-8pm, Sat 9-5pm,
Sun 9-3pm 

Info 563-608-4401 Marv
Kraus

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)

and/or the member 
publications review ads to

the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many 

unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO

BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a 

complaint regarding an ad,
please

contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &

Consumer Protection 
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS

AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
Shots/Worm/VetCk Choc,
Merle & Parti $600-900 

715-255-2661 (#269146)

CAVAPOO PUPPIES
Born 12-8-23 1-F vet

checked dewormed shots,
$200 OBO; 2 1/2 yr Old

Female Yorkie $250 OBO No
Sunday Sales 715-267-6887

Purebred Golden Retriever
Pups shots Vet-chck $450

Cash Greenwood 
715-267-6306

REG COCKER SPANIEL
PUPS dews, shots, vet

checked, wormed READY
NOW $500-$700 
715-536-0697 or 

715-316-2522 (524892)

REG TOY POODLE PUPS
dews/shots/vet-chk’d/wormed 

Non Shed $500-$600
READY to go 715-536-0697
or 715-316-2522 (524892)

REGISTERED CAVALIER
KING CHARLES PUPS
Shots/Wormed/Dews/Vet
Free deliv! $650 715-470-
0458 No text #509642DS

SILVER LABRADOODLES
non-shed shots/wormed

$200. Ready to Go!
715-660-1085

BBOOAABBOOAATTSS//WWTTSS//WWAAAATTEERRTTEERR

BOATS*BOATS*BOATS
Pontoons, Runabouts &
Fishing Boats, 14-28 ft

Huge Heated Showroom.
Horn Ford-Marine, Hwy 10,

Brillion 1-800-261-4676
www.HornFord.com

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support

our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car

Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,

Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost

vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax

credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at! 
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home Internet

with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,

no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up

to 300 GB. Call 
844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental
Information Kit with all the

details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus

procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental 
Information Kit with all the

details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,

sports, & 
local channels. 99% signal

reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.

HBO Max & Premium 
Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No 

annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.

Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus

over 40 regional & specialty
networks included. NFL,

College
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,

Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply 

Call 
DIRECTV 1-888-925-9452

(WCAN)

Get DISH Satellite TV &
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
limited Time Up to $600 in

Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease

customers! Limited Time
Call 1-844-829-5070

(WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier 

Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're

home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long

Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 1-855-

491-0732 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier 

Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're

home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long

Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 

1-855-491-0732 (WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR

disease are leading causes
of death, according to the

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or
early detection!

Contact Life Line
Screening to schedule your
screening. Special offer - 5

screenings for just $149! Call
1-888-675-5048  (WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR

disease are leading causes
of death, according to the

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or
early detection!

Contact Life Line
Screening to schedule your
screening. Special offer - 5

screenings for just $149! Call
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text

& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.

Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100%

U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call 

1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE

INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

VVaaccaattiioonn//
LLaakkee  PPrrooppeerrttyy

ALASKA, EUROPE,
HAWAII plus dozens of other

popular trips! Starting at
$1649 per person (double 

occupancy reqd.) YMT
VACATIONS  plans

everything, leaving you to
relax & enjoy! Call 1-855-
549-4655 for more details.
Use promo code YMT2024
for $250 off. Limited time

only.
WESLEY FINANCIAL

GROUP, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in

2019. Get FREE
informational package &

learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE 

consultations. Over 450
positive 

reviews. CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

FFFFAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKKAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKK

FRITZ BARN PAINTING
Rusty Roofs, Metal bldings

Free Est 608-221-3510 
920-821-6311

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

50” color TV, Sanyo -
works great. $100. 
920-598-0323

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE Apartment For
Rent?

AAddvveerrttiissee  IItt  
WWiitthh  UUss!!
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By NEW MEDIA STAFF

A bill banning student 
strip searches by school 
officials authored by area 
legislators was signed into 
law March 22.

State Sen. Eric Wim-
berger, R-Green Bay, and 
state Rep. Dave Steffen, 
R-Green Bay, worked to 
change state law follow-
ing a controversial strip 
search of six teenage 
girls at the Suring School 
District. The teens were 
ordered by a school of-
ficial to remove their 
clothing down to their 
bra and underwear and 

were subjected to inspec-
tion by the school official. 
This strip search was 
performed without the 
knowledge of the girls’ 
parents or law enforce-
ment officials.

“Wisconsin’s schools 
are supposed to be a safe 
and protective environ-
ment where students can 
focus on their studies,” 
Wimberger said. “There 
is no reason that a school 
official should have the 
authority to strip search 
students, violate their 
privacy and force them 
into an uncomfortable and 
inappropriate situation.”

Former Superintendent 
Kelly Casper ordered 
the search of the girls in 
January 2022 in an attempt 
to find vaping devices. 
She faced felony charges 
that later were dropped 
and ended up reaching an 
agreement with the Sur-
ing School Board to step 
down.

Before Senate Bill 111 
was signed, searches like 
the one that occurred in 
Suring by school officials 
were not prohibited. 
School officials were pro-
hibited from conducting a 
“strip search” of a student 
to the extent that their pri-
vate areas were exposed. 
This law change extends 
the definition of “strip 
search” to include searches 
that would require a stu-
dent to strip down to their 
underwear.

“We are finally closing 
this loophole in state law, 
and I hope that no other 
students go through what 
these girls had to experi-
ence,” Wimberger said. 
“I’m hopeful this change 
allows school officials and 
students to focus on edu-
cation, and leave enforc-
ing laws to police and law 
enforcement officials.”

This bill makes no 
changes to law enforce-
ment’s authority to con-
duct necessary searches 
during the course of an 
official investigation.

Student strip search 
bill signed into law
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An Oconto man is due 
back in Oconto County Cir-
cuit Court on April 11 after 
he allegedly led police offi-
cers on a high-speed chase 
with two of his children in 
the back seat.

Steven M. Ducat, 37, 
was charged March 18 with 
operating a motor vehicle 
while intoxicated (fourth 
offense), five counts of 
first-degree recklessly 
endangering safety, fleeing 
an officer in a vehicle, two 
counts of misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct and 
misdemeanor counts of 
resisting or obstructing 
an officer, operating while 
revoked and violating an 
ignition interlock order, 
in connection with an 
incident that allegedly oc-
curred March 17 in the city 
of Oconto.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, Ducat’s wife 
called police at 6:09 p.m. 

to report that her husband 
had been drinking heavily 
and then drove away with 
the two children. Police 
Sgt. Brandon Tousey spot-
ted Ducat’s vehicle going 
in the opposite direction 
on Superior Avenue; when 
the officer turned around 
to follow, he noticed Ducat 
speed up.

Tousey activated his 
siren and emergency 
lights and pursued Ducat 
southbound on Superior 
at speeds up to 70 mph 
in the 25 mph zone, the 
complaint said. At one 
point, they approached a 
truck backing up a trailer 
and taking up almost the 
entire roadway, and Ducat 
allegedly drove up onto 
the curb and around the 
vehicle, narrowly missing 
a woman on the sidewalk.

Moments later, Tousey 
reported seeing a woman 
— later identified as 
Ducat’s mother-in-law — 
standing in the roadway 

waving at Ducat to stop, 
and the suspect vehicle 
narrowly missed hitting 
her.

The chase proceeded 
east onto Adams Street, 
and Ducat pulled into the 
Karban Family Dentist 
parking lot, where he got 
out of the vehicle and ran 
away, the complaint said. 
A foot chase ensued, but 
Ducat stumbled and fell 
when he looked back at 
the officer. He was placed 
under arrest but report-
edly resisted and yelled 
profanities while being 
transported to the hospi-
tal to be checked before 
being taken to the Oconto 
County Jail, and a war-
rant was obtained to draw 
blood for a blood-alcohol 
content test.

During a March 18 court 
appearance, Judge Michael 
Judge set bail at $50,000 
cash and adjourned the 
initial appearance until 9 
a.m. April 11.

Oconto man charged 
with OWI after chase

Police say pursuit down city street narrowly 
misses pedestrians
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*

The INDEPENDENCEThe INDEPENDENCE
BUILT-IN BATTERY BACK-UP*

NO POWER? NO PROBLEM!
BUILT-IN BATTERY BACK-UP*

NO POWER? NO PROBLEM!

CUSTOMIZE YOUR STOVE W/
MULTIPLE TILE & PANEL OPTIONS!

CUSTOMIZE YOUR STOVE W/
MULTIPLE TILE & PANEL OPTIONS!

*With approved credit. *Discounts can not be combined. *30% Tax Credit applies to select pellet and wood stoves only. Please see sales associate for details. 

STANDARD
INSTALL

STANDARD
INSTALL

FREEF R E E **

With  New Stove  Purchase.*  ($590.00 Retai l  Value)

920.779.6647920.779.6647    
PELLETHEAD.COMPELLETHEAD.COM  

DALEDALE
GREEN BAYGREEN BAY

JUNCTION CITYJUNCTION CITY

FREE*  
ASH VAULT PRO

FREE*  
ASH VAULT PRO

WOOD PELLET STOVEWOOD PELLET STOVE  

**
SAVESAVE $2,000$2,000

   ON MOST PELLET & WOOD STOVES WITH THE 2024 TAX CREDIT*

UP
TOP

LU
S

!

NO CHIMNEY REQUIRED W/PELLET STOVE*
SAVE UP TO 50% ON HEATING*
NO CHIMNEY REQUIRED W/PELLET STOVE*
SAVE UP TO 50% ON HEATING*

EASY PAYMENTS* AS LOW AS $2.00/DAY!*
0% INTEREST*
EASY PAYMENTS* AS LOW AS $2.00/DAY!*
0% INTEREST*
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I know of something 
amazing that should be in 
the newspaper! I should 

drop them a line at
news@newmedia-wi.com
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