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Pulaski High School marching band members break ranks and interact with the audience during their performance of “Take Me Home, Country Roads" after the Suring Labor Day parade Sept. 4. The band's trip
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Libraries top county news in 2023

No contest plea in double homicide, new child-care center among 3 biggest stories

Kathleen Marsh, fundraising chairwoman for the Lakes Country Public Library, is all smiles as she waits for other dignitaries to join her Sept. 13 for slinging some dirt for

the library's new expansion, which is expected to be completed by next summer.
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For a northern Oconto County
library, dreams for the future began
to take concrete shape in 2023, while
the county launched an effort to
secure the future for all libraries in
its boundaries.

Groundbreaking of the expansion
of Lakes Country Public Library in
Lakewood was selected by NEW Me-
dia editors as the top Oconto County
story in the year just passed, just
edging out the more somber story of
a Little Suamico man who pleaded
no contest to murdering his mother
and her husband in 2022.

Other notable news stories in-
cluded the announcement of a much-
needed child-care center in Oconto
Falls, the arrest of a suspect in the
explosion at a homecoming bonfire
near Pulaski and groundbreaking for
the long-planned new Oconto Falls
Middle School.

The top 10 is rounded out by a
visit from the Tournament of Roses
Parade president in advance of Pu-
laski High School marching band’s
fourth appearance in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia; changes at and near East Side
Beach in Oconto Falls caused by the
emerald ash borer and budget con-
straints; County Administrator Erik
Pritzl’s decision to step down early
in 2024; and no contest pleas from
a woman who shot an Oconto Falls
police officer and a man arrested
driving drunk for the 10th time.

Lakewood library breaks

e ground for expansion

The Town of Lakewood and
neighboring communities broke
ground Sept. 13 on a $1.5 million
expansion of a beloved public library
that has an abundance of patrons but
not of space.

Kathleen Marsh, co-chairwoman
for the project and the driving force
behind the fundraising, noted that
much of the money for the expansion
had been raised in 18 months. That
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surprised her, she said, as she figured
she’d need five years to raise the
funds.

“Many people told us this day
would never come, that we could
never raise enough money for this
project,” Marsh said. “Here we are,
$1.37 million later, and well on our
way to our goal. It took more than
a village. It took more than a com-
munity. It took more than Oconto
County to do this.”

Lakewood library officials and
representatives from the county’s
five other local libraries joined a
special planning committee that
is developing a five-year plan that
could result in formation of a con-
solidated library system serving the
entire county.

The local boards have resisted
consolidation in the past because of
the potential loss of autonomy. Pritzl
said the planning committee meet-
ings have evolved from “positions
and stakes and things” to an attitude
of collaboration to solve the issues.

“You heard some ‘northern
county, southern county’ stuff early
on,” Pritzl said. “By (Nov. 15), our
most recent meeting, that’s gone. It’s
‘How do we make this work together,
we don’t want to leave anyone out
to dry, so to speak, we want to make
sure that this works for everybody.’
That’s where we always want things
to be, to get to that teamwork and
collaboration.”

2 Steinmetz pleads no contest
e to double homicide

The Little Suamico man charged
with murdering his mother and
stepfather pleaded no contest to the
charges Dec. 12 and is scheduled to
be sentenced Feb. 20.

David Steinmetz, 29, was con-
victed of two counts of first-degree
intentional homicide in connection
with the Oct. 1, 2022, shooting deaths
of his mother, Lori Steinmetz Bren-
nan, 55, and her husband, Paul Bren-
nan, 75. A third charge, possession of
a firearm by a person convicted of a
felony, was dismissed but read into
the record.

The couple’s bodies were found
with multiple gunshot wounds out-
side their home on Melissa Boule-
vard on the morning of Oct. 2. The
investigation determined that the
shootings had occurred the previous
afternoon, according to the criminal
complaint.

Encompass announces

o child-care center plans

Oconto County has been consid-
ered a “child care desert” because
of a lack of available facilities. That
changed dramatically in January
when Encompass Early Education
and Care Inc. of Green Bay took

steps to open a facility in Oconto
Falls that is expected to serve up to
140 children.

The Oconto County Board ap-
proved a $250,000 grant that will
help Encompass bring more child
care availability into the county. The
funds, approved unanimously Jan. 23,
are to come out of an American Res-
cue Plan Coronavirus Fiscal Recov-
ery allocation of about $460,000 for
Health and Human Services projects.

Facilities located in Oconto
County currently have a capacity of
270 child care slots for a population
0f 1,800 children younger than 5,
Health and Human Services Director
Scott Shackelford said.

“Those are four facilities that are
larger that range from 40 to up to
70 children in one place, and then
there are eight smaller facilities that
have about an eight-child capacity,”
he said. “As kids start to get into our
schools, we want to make sure that
they have a good, solid foundation.”

The availability of child care also
is helpful in attracting employees to
live and work in the county, Shackel-
ford said.

Encompass staged a “ground-
breaking” ceremony Dec. 7 at the old
Kaempfer and Associates building at

Accused murderer David M. Steinmetz, left, enters an Oconto County courtroom Oct. 17 with court
security officer Tony Mossakowski. Steinmetz later entered no contest pleas in the deaths of his mother

and her husband.

FILE | NEW MEDIA

Wielding the ceremonial groundbreaking shovels are, from left, Missy Schmeling, executive director of Encompass Early Education and Care Inc.; Oconto Falls
City Administrator Peter Wills; Chris Berg, president of general contractor IEl; Jason Hale from Somerville and Associates architectural firm; Mayor Brad Rice;
and Deb Konitzer, Oconto County Public Health director.

FILE | NEW MEDIA
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650 E. Jackson St., which has been
vacant for a number of years.

“Our hopes are to wrap our arms
around children and families in this
community like we’ve done in other
communities before us for the last
104 years,” said Missy Schmeling,
Encompass’ executive director. “Our
dedication to excellence in being a
leader in the early education field
will be shared in Oconto County, and
we welcome and look forward to the
great impact that we’re going to have
in Oconto Falls.”

4 Arrest man in homecoming
e bonfire explosion

A Green Bay teen was arrested
in August and charged with injuring
at least 13 people during a bonfire
incident in the Town of Maple Grove
that took place during Pulaski High
School’s homecoming week in Octo-
ber 2022.

Samuel J. Armstrong, 18, faced 13
felony counts of injury by negligent
handling of explosives or fire when a
diesel and gasoline mixture came in
contact with the bonfire and the fire
“began shooting out,” according to
the criminal complaint.

During a short hearing Dec. 6 in
Shawano-Menominee County Circuit
Court, defense attorney Greg Petit,
appearing via Zoom, told Judge Kath-
erine Sloma that he received a plea
agreement offer Dec. 5 from District
Attorney Gregory Parker.

“TI've talked to my client, and we
would like to set this matter for a
plea hearing,” Petit said.

He asked that the hearing be
scheduled for early February. Sloma
set the hearing for 3 p.m. Feb. 5 and
ordered a pre-sentence investigation.
5 Ground broken for Oconto

e Falls Middle School

About 200 Oconto Falls School
District students, parents, staff and
administrators were on hand Sept.
27 at a formal groundbreaking cer-
emony for the district’s new middle
school. The $35 million project was
approved by referendum in Novem-
ber 2022.

Superintendent Dean Hess told
the crowd the event is the culmina-
tion of years of work to replace aging
Washington Middle School, some
areas of which were built during
World War L.

“It didn’t pass the first time,”
Hess said, referring to a failed April
2022 referendum. “It took a lot of
folks thinking about OK, what do we
need to do, what do we need to ad-
just. To me, that’s another example
of teamwork, another example of
grit.”

The school board voted Aug. 14
not to retain the name Washington
Middle School for the new structure,

The Pulaski High School marching band performs “On Wisconsin” in the 2024 Tournament of Roses
Parade in Pasadena, California, on Jan. 1, seen in a screen shot from Los Angeles television station KTLA

Channel 5's Facebook page.

which is due to open in fall 2025.
Following the pattern of the district’s
high school and elementary schools,
it will be known simply as Oconto
Falls Middle School.
Pulaski High School march-
@ esin Rose Parade

Tournament of Roses President
Alex Aghajanian has seen many
amazing bands during his tenure
with the iconic parade, but one thing
he was impressed with when seeing
Pulaski High School’s marching band
was that it had a member playing an
accordion.

“Pulaski brings a special element
in celebrating their community, like
accordions and concertinas,” Agha-
janian said. “They’re very musical,
very precise. It is the dedication of
these kids to their craft that really
impressed me.”

The Pulaski marching band made
its fourth trip to the Tournament of
Roses Parade on New Year’s Day,
and it’s bringing the high school
choir for its first trip. The high
school held a dinner and polka fun-
draiser June 28 at the Barn at Sunset
Acres in Pulaski, and Aghajanian and
his wife, Paula, were the guests of
honor at the event.

Ash borer defoliates North

@ Main Street

The Oconto Falls Avenue of
Lights was scaled back after trees
along North Main Street were re-
moved as part of the battle against an
invasive beetle

After the emerald ash borer was
discovered in the city, the state
Department of Natural Resources
recommended removing trees that
could be affected to stop the spread
of the pest.

“The DNR recommended re-
moving the trees right away, so we

KTLA

started basically as soon as the lights
came off in the spring,” City Admin-
istrator Peter Wills said Nov. 13. “We
removed around 65 trees, not just in
the East Side Beach area but through-
out the city.”

The Lioness Club continued the
tradition of decorating the beach
area and Lotter Park with figurines
and lights, but the club did not seek
sponsorships or put out signs this
year.

“We hope to bring back the
Avenue of Lights in its full splen-
dor very soon and appreciate your
understanding while we navigate the
changes we need to make to adapt
to the ever-changing landscape,” the
club’s announcement said.

County administrator an-
@ nounces resignation

Pritzl, who has served as county
administrator since the beginning of
2022, informed
the county board
in November
that he would be
leaving the post
in February. A
month later, the
Brown County
Board approved
his return to
Green Bay as

ERIKPRITZL director of Health
and Human Services, the job he had
left to take the Oconto County job.

“I am honored to have been able
to work with so many wonderful
people during the past two years,
and I appreciate having this oppor-
tunity,” Pritzl said. “I will assist in
any way I can in the recruitment of
a new county administrator and the
transition of leadership ... I think it’s
a wonderful position for someone to
step into.”

Plea entered in officer
e shooting

The woman who shot and wound-
ed an Oconto Falls police officer in
2021 has pleaded no contest to four
felony charges.

During an appearance Aug. 25 in
Oconto County Circuit Court, Alisha
Kocken, 31, did not withdraw her
plea of not guilty by reason of mental
disease or defect. A trial is cur-
rently scheduled April 1-4 to deter-
mine her state of mind Aug. 6, 2021,
when Kocken seized Officer Nicole
Blaskowski’s service weapon dur-
ing a struggle and fired three shots,
wounding the officer.

“This plea only regards the fac-
tual background of this case,” Judge
Michael Judge said, reading from the
plea agreement filed at the hearing.
“The defendant re-asserts that she
is not guilty of any crime as a matter
of law. The state and the defendant
hereby agree that the defendant’s
culpability is still an area of legal
dispute.”

The 2021 incident occurred at the
apartment complex where Kocken
lived on Elm Avenue in Oconto Falls.
1 Prison term ordered for

e 10th OWI conviction

Oconto County Circuit Court
Judge Jay Conley on Oct. 16 sen-
tenced Martin Cooper, 54, of Moun-
tain, to 10 years in prison, followed
by five years of extended supervi-
sion, after he pleaded no contest
to operating a motor vehicle while
intoxicated for the 10th time.

The conviction stemmed from a
December 2020 incident in which
Cooper was driving 80 miles per
hour in a 55 mph zone with a blood-
alcohol content measured at 0.174,
more than twice the legal limit.

Conley told Cooper that he took
no joy in sending the man to prison,
but he had to protect the community.

“Just the fact that you have people
here that love and care about you,
says that you touched some people’s
lives, and I've seen some funda-
mental honesties in you. So I'm not
going to call all bad or a monster,”
the judge said, “but if you drink and
drive, some day you could end up
doing a monstrous thing, and that’s
highly foreseeable and probable if
you keep doing this — and you’ve
done it for 30 years.”

Once the 10-year prison term is
up, Conley ruled that Cooper’s li-
cense will be revoked for 36 months,
and he must undergo an AODA
assessment and treatment. He ruled
that Cooper is eligible for the prison
Substance Abuse Program, which can
lead to early release upon comple-
tion, but not until he has served eight
years of the sentence.



FRIDAY, JANUARY 5, 2024 = NEW MEDIA = OCT = www.newmedia-wi.com * PAGE 5

Hurley joins Oconto County Commission on Aging

Tricia Hurley has joined the
Oconto County Commission on
Aging Inc. as the new executive
director. Hurley replaces long-time
director Frank Schersing.

In this capacity, Hurley is re-
sponsible for the administration of
all programs, services and fund-
ing in compliance with the federal
Older Americans Act. She directs
policy and procedures and oversees
direct service responsibilities to
numerous individuals throughout
the county while overseeing a staff
of 17 in six locations.

Hurley has a background in mar-
keting and communications and was

most recently
employed with
Adams Publish-
ing Group in
Marinette as the
advertising, sales
and marketing
manager for the
EagleHerald and

Antigo Daily

Journal news-
papers. She also
served as the director of marketing
and communications for UW-Mari-
nette, sales and marketing director
for Farmers & Merchants Bank &
Trust, and worked for many years

TRICIA HURLEY

in the marketing department of the
former Aerial Company.

In addition to her employment,
Hurley has also served on numerous
boards and committees throughout
her career — including the Peshtigo
Chamber of Commerce board of
directors, the UW-Marinette Foun-
dation Marketing Committee and
the Peshtigo Elementary PTSO. She
was an adviser for the Marinette
Menominee Area Chamber of Com-
merce’s Mini Business World as
well as a past member of the Mari-
nette Community Action Group.

She is also a graduate of the
Marinette Menominee Area Cham-

ber of Commerce Leadership Acad-
emy and has a bachelor’s degree

in advertising and public relations
from the University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh.

“We are extremely happy with
the hiring of Tricia Hurley,” said
Karl Ballestad, board president for
the commission on aging. “Tricia
possesses the leadership skills that
not only will continue the programs
we are currently providing, but she
has many ideas that we can imple-
ment in the future. The board of di-
rectors for the commission on aging
are looking forward to working with
Tricia in the future.”

East Side Beach staffing on
committee agenda Jan. 9

Staffing at East Side Beach in Ocon-
to Falls will be on the agenda when
the city council’s park and recreation
committee meets at 6 p.m. Jan. 9 at
City Hall, 500 N. Chestnut Ave.

When the 2024 city budget was ap-
proved, council members reluctantly
approved eliminating lifeguards and
the raft in the swimming area at the
beach because of staffing shortages.

“There won’t be any lifeguards next
year, no docks, no raft, because we

can’t get enough people to fill the posi-
tions,” Alderperson Mat McDermid
said before the budget vote.

City officials said the raft also needs
either to be replaced or very highly
refurbished.

Mayor Brad Rice said finding
lifeguards has been an ongoing issue
for the city for at least three summers.
Reaction to the city’s decision lit up
social media accounts for several
weeks.

Credit union seeks applications
for community service award

NEW Credit Union is seeking ap-
plications for the Harold P. Heckend-
orf Community Service Award.

This award is given out in honor
of Heckendorf, who served on the
board of directors at the credit union
for 20 years. It is open to anyone
who has displayed exemplary com-
munity service and volunteerism.
There is no age limit for this award.
The recipient will receive a com-
memorative plaque, a cash award of
$250 and a matching donation to the

charity of their choice.

Nomination forms can be picked
up at any office of NEW Credit
Union, call 920-848-2793 to have one
mailed, or find them online at www.
newcu.org/pdf/CommunitySer-
viceAward.pdf

Mail the nomination application
to: NEW Credit Union, 301 Jackson
St., Oconto Falls, WI 54154 or email it
to asknew(@newcu.org. Put “Service
Award” in the subject line.

Deadline to apply is Jan. 29.

OBITUARIES

Betty M. Speller

Betty M. Speller, 92, Oconto,
passed away Dec. 25, 2023, at Bellin
Hospital Oconto, surrounded by her
family.

Betty was born Aug. 18, 193],
in Oconto to the late Hilbert and
Martha (Ritter) Cota. She married
Norbert Speller on March 2, 1963.
He preceded her in death on Feb.

11, 1998. Betty worked at the Oconto
County Courthouse as a property
lister, retiring at the age of 62. She
was a member of First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto.

Betty is survived by two daugh-
ters, Marla Christensen, Angela
(Thomas) Whiting Sr.; a son, Mark
(Sue) Speller; six grandchildren, Amy
Speller, Kimberly (Josh) Bergemann,
Stephanie (Michael) Skelly, Lind-
say (Steven) Shauer, Sarah (Kerri)
Ducaine-Whiting, Thomas Whiting
Jr.; eight great-grandchildren, Asa,
Iris, Baylee, McKenzee, Marty, Paige,
Londyn, Finley.

She was pre-
ceded in death by
a daughter, Marcia
Speller; and four
sisters, Alice War-
necke, Fay Bintz,
Cleo Rost, Mannie
Jorgenson.

The family
received relatives
and friends at the
Gallagher Funeral Home, Oconto,
from 10 a.m. to noon Friday, Dec. 29,
2023. Funeral services were con-
ducted at noon Friday at the funeral
home with the Rev. Roald Harswick
officiating. Burial will be at Ever-
green Cemetery. Online condolences
may be expressed at www.gallagher-
funeralhome.net.

A special thank you to the nurs-
ing staff and Dr. Heyka at Bellin
Health Oconto Hospital for the
wonderful and loving care given to
Betty.

Ruth Ann Jeffrey

Ruth Ann Jeffrey, 76, of Suring,
formerly of Mountain, passed away
on Friday, Dec. 22, 2023.

She was born in Horton, Kansas,
on Oct. 20, 1947, to the late Wilbur
C. and Nellie E. (Tyler) Monhollon.
Ruth Ann graduated from Hor-
ton High School with the class of
1966. She attended NEKA Vo-Tech
School in Atchison, Kansas, study-
ing clerk typing. Ruth Ann married
Robert Jeffrey on Feb. 14, 1981. She
worked many jobs including route
dispatcher for Lamers Bus Lines
on the Mountain end of the Suring
School District. She enjoyed reading
and studying the Holy Bible, writing,
cooking, bird watching and car rides
on the back roads.

Ruth Ann is survived by many
friends and cousins.

She was preceded in death by her
husband, Robert.

Visitation was held at Gruetzm-
acher Funeral Home in Suring on

Thursday, Jan. 4,
2024, from 9:30
a.m. until the
memorial service
at 11 a.m. with Pas-
tor Andrew Jantz
officiating. Ruth
and her husband
will be interred in
Mountain Cem-
etery in spring.

Online condolences can be ex-
pressed at www.gruetzmacherfuner-
alhome.com
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Best of Wolf River Region |

|
2023
Readers Poll

Deadline: January 22, 2024 BALLOT #1

Best Goods:
I [ Appliances
I [ Carpet/Flooring

[d Farm and Feed Store
I [ Flower Shop

I [ Furniture/Home Accessories

[ Grocery Store
[ Gift Store/Antiques
[J Hardware
[d Health Food
dJewelry
I 1 Men'’s Clothing
dWomen’s Clothing
I [ Paint Store
[ Pet Grooming & Boarding

[ Plant/Nursery
| Best Services:
[J A/C & Heating
I 1 Attorney
I d Bank
[d Butcher/Meat Shop
I (1 Child Care/Daycare
I [ Chiropractor
(1 Credit Union
I [ Dentist
I [ Electrician

[ Fitness Center
[ Gas Station/C-store
[ Hair Salon/Barber
[ Insurance Agency

1 Massage

[d Pharmacy
1 Plumber
[ Real Estate Company

[d Retirement Community

[ Travel Agency

[ Veterinarian

: pest SWolf River Region
I ENTRY FORM

Name
1 Address
I city State Zip
I Phone Email

I Clip & Mail Your Ballots To: Shawano Leader Attn: Best Of

No purchase necessary to win. 1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano W1 54166

| Deadline: January 22, 2024 e-mail: advertising@newmedia-wi.com
A minimum of 10 categories on ballot must be completed in order for your vote to count to be eligible to win prizes.
Il Il N I D I D D B I B S S S .-
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Wet tradition continues in Shawano

ABOVE: Costumes are often a part of the fun and festivities at the Shawano Polar Plunge, as a trio of pirates make their way off the Wolf
River channel on Jan. 1. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
RIGHT: Towels are a good thing to have after making the dive at the Polar Plunge, but plenty of folks were covering up before jumping off
the docks behind The Lighthouse on New Year's Day. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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: B est Of Oconto County Region 1

2023
Readers Poll

Deadline: January 22, 2024 BALLOT #1

|
| Best Goods:
I A Flower Shop

I (1 Grocery Store

[d Hardware Store
I Best Services:
(1 A/C & Heating

I (d Child Care

I [ Chiropractor

I [ Credit Union
[ Dentist

[ Electrician

[d Insurance Agency

I [ Gas Station/C-Store

I [ Hair Salon/Barber
J 2 Pharmacy

I [ Plumber

(1 Real Estate Company

[d Retirement Community

[dTax Service

I [ Veterinarian

| Best

"ENTRY FORM

of Oconto County Region

Name
I Address
| City State Zip
| Phone Email
I Clip & Mail Your Ballots To:  Shawano Leader

Attn: Best Of

I 1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano Wi 54166 I
I e-mail: advertising@newmedia-wi.com I

Deadline: January 22, 2024

I <A minimum of 10 categories on ballot must be completed in order tor your vote to I

count to be ehglble to win prizes. NO purchase necessary to Wll’l.
Il I N N N S - - S S S S S S -
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' Best O_f Oconto County Region 1 1

2023
Readers Poll

Deadline: January 22, 2024 BALLOT #2

Best Thing To Do:
(4 Bowling Alley

I (4 Campground
I (1 Cheese Factory

I d Happy Hour

I [ Live Music

d Meat Market

(1 Night Spot

Best Outdoor Activities:
(1 Bait/Tackle Shop

I (1 Golf Course

I d Lawn/Garden

I Best Vehicle Services:
I (1 Auto Body Repair

I [ Auto Parts Supply Store

IEI Car Dealer

I (d Vehicle Service Centert,

! Best of Oconto County Region

(d Tire Store -

| ENTRY FORM

| Name

I Address

j City State Zip
Phone Email

Clip & Mail Your Ballots To:  Shawano Leader
Attn: Best Of

1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano WI 54166
e-mail: advertising@newmedia-wi.com

Deadline: January 22, 2024

I «A minimum of 10 categories on ballot must be completed in order for your vote to

count to be eligible to win prizes. No purchase necessary to win.
oo o oo oo oo o e e e e e e e Ew Ew

: B est Of Oconto County Regzon

I

I

. 2023

' Readers Poll
i Deadline: January 22, 2024 BALLOT #3
I

I Food/Dining:

IEIBar

I [ Breakfast

[ Burger

(1 Coffee House

I (1 Dessert

I [ Dinner

I (d Family Restaurant

[ Fish Fry

d Lunch

I (1 Pizza

I [ Sandwich

. Best of Oconto County Region

|

I ENTRY FORM

I Name

I Address

j City State Zip
Phone Email

Clip & Mail Your Ballots To:  Shawano Leader
Attn: Best Of

| 1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano W1 54166
[ e-mail: advertising@newmedia-wi.com

I Deadline: January 22, 2024

I «A minimum of 10 categories on ballot must be completed in order for your vote to

count to be eligible to win prizes. No purchase necessary to win.
oo o oo oo oo o e e e e e e aw Em aw
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Flowers
and
foliage
vary by
hybrid,
making
collection
of African
violets
fun and

enjoyable.
ROB
ZIMMER

African violets
increasing in popularity

Coming in 2024, the Year of the
African Violet will arrive. Celebrate
this special designation by increas-
ing your African violet collection or
growing your first in the coming year.

Like many of the classic house
plants of the mid-1900s, African vio-
lets are seeing a resurgence in popu-
larity as more and more new garden-
ers and house plant growers try their
hand at these beautiful, petite and
elegant flowering beauties.

Traditionally grown and shared
as flowering plants throughout the
years, African violets are seeing a big
increase in popularity. There are sev-
eral African violet shows in the area
that showcase the variety and beauty
of these beloved traditional favorites.

While African violets tend to have
a reputation of being touchy house
plants, they simply have a few special
needs that must be met for them to
perform at their best.

As is the case with most plants,
overwatering tends to be the biggest
issue with African violet care. Light
requirements are also important
when considering placement of Afri-
can violets in your home.

African violets grow best in
medium light. Light that is too bright
will scorch the plants and lead to
browning and dryness. Too little light
will prevent the plant from growing
much and often cause rot.

Placement in a north- or east-fac-
ing window is ideal, or grow beneath
timed growing lights where condi-
tions can be controlled.

African violets like to be some-
what moist, but never soggy. Use of
a special African violet potting mix

Rob
Zimmer
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is recommended to help maintain
correct moisture. Regular potting soil
may hold too much water.

Growing African violets in special
African violet pots is also a way to
help control moisture levels.

Watering from the bottom in a
special watering tray or display is the
preferred watering method for Afri-
can violets. This allows the plant to
soak up the moisture from beneath to
the roots where it is needed and not
drench the crown of the plant, which
is tender and can easily rot.

Because African violets like a bit
of humidity, it is recommended to
grow them over a shallow dish of
pebbles in water and mist regularly
with a spray bottle.

To keep African violets blooming
regularly, remove spent flower stems
and old leaves regularly. Simply
pinch them off at the base to trigger
new leaves and flowering stems to
form.

There are so many wonderful vari-
eties of African violets to enjoy. Many
have stunningly variegated leaves and
large, ruffled, layered blooms in many
colors of the rainbow.

Enjoy exploring these wonderful
house plans as the Year of the African
Violet arrives.
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FARM LIFE FROM A FARM WIFE

Trust in the good hand of God when traveling

The text popped in and through
instant tears I read: “Mom, I made it!”

Our daughter, flying home this
past November for deer hunting and
staying through Thanksgiving, was
heading back to Texas on a flight out
of Appleton, with a one-hour layover
in Chicago. Getting her to the airport
around 9:30 that morning, it hadn’t
started snowing. Yet.

Watching the weather intently, we
noticed a storm had started brewing
a few days earlier in Texas no less,
heading north right about the time
our daughter would be heading south.
Lovely.

Keeping in touch via text messag-
ing, we monitored her progress. Also,
she had shared her flight plan with me
so I could see the virtual plane on a
map making its way slowly north —
the one our daughter was to board at
10:50 a.m.

1:01 p.m.: “This plane is still not
here.” I could sense her disappoint-
ment without hearing her voice.

“It’s not for sure canceled yet but it
keeps getting pushed back and pushed
back. I've rebooked. My new connect-

Kay
Reminger
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ing flight in Chicago is 3:15 p.m.”

At 1:09 p.m., she texted her plane
just got there, two-hours plus past the
original time. Her rebooked connect-
ing flight was at a gate right next to
where she’d land, which was handy.
The next text message was ominous.

“Mom, they have to de-ice the
plane. Pray I make this new connec-
tion, it’ll be tight.”

Immediately, I started praying
and to comfort her I sent her the
prayer exactly as I was talking to God:
“Father, move your hand swiftly over
the plane; heat, holy heat. Father God,
in the natural, make happen super-
naturally. Delay the departure from
Chicago so that your daughter will be
seated and ready.”

Before praying, I felt anxious help-
lessness. After praying with convic-
tion, I knew deep in my innermost
being that he would intervene. It was a
reassurance, a settled-ness, a knowl-
edge that I was not begging my father,
for he is my daddy and a child does
not have to beg for favor. I had no clue
what he was up to, but oh I knew his
good hand was on this.

Her next text was, “Just landed in
Chicago. Still on the plane. Totally
missed my connection. Dang. I have to
rebook.” (She wouldn’t have to.)

My heart sunk, but again, overrid-
ing this was a certainty that he was
moving. I cannot explain it, but what
happened next proved it.

“Mom. I'm still on the plane and my
app isn’t working so I have to talk to a
human once I get into the airport.”

I kept praying, thanking him for
intervening, that she will get where
she needs to go without having to stay
overnight at O’Hare. I checked again.

“Flight AA1674 - en route.”

Oh-no-oh-no.

Then a text ... “Mom, can you check
that flight again?? It just said delayed
but idk if that’s right.”

I checked again. I blinked. Read
it twice making sure I could com-
prehend what I was reading: “Flight
AAI674 to Dallas - delayed 15 min-
utes.”

The next text from Jess literally
made me burst into tears. “Mom. I
made it! Mom, I cannot! Oh my gosh,
God is real!”

There was no reason why this
flight, which had been posted as en
route was in fact, delayed 15 minutes,
enough time for my daughter to sprint
at a dead run, from one plane to the
next. The flight attendant at first
thought she wasn’t supposed to be on,
but she figured it out and let her board.

Had her app worked while waiting
to get off the plane, she’d have sched-
uled a flight she wouldn’t have needed.
God saw and assisted his daughter.
However, little did we know, the saga
would continue.

Later that night, just after 7 p.m.,
as she was riding with a friend from
DFW to Tyler, I received a heart-
sinking text: “I think I might have lost
my wallet. Mom. Ugh. I can’t find it in
my bag. I called Appleton airport, and
their lost and found is closed.”

Calling her immediately, we
discussed options and after assuring
her this stuff happens to people all the
time (her response: “But not to me!”),
we hung up, promising to stay in touch
and to pray.

“Here we go again, Father God! We
need yet another favor from you, that
some kind soul would have discovered
the wallet and turned it into airport
security. Father, we know again, Your
good hand is on her and this situa-
tion.” That same sense of assurance
settled upon me; his holy spirit quiet-
ing my heart.

Mid-morning next day, she called.
“Mom. They found my wallet! In
O’Hare!”

We were speechless. She made
arrangements for it to be delivered to
her home. Had she needed to rebook
in Chicago, she’d have had no means
to pay for food or a flight; her credit
cards, debit card weren’t in her pos-
session, and she didn’t realize it until
she was on her way to Tyler. But he
knew.

God is always in control; trust him,
he is so good.

(“For the eyes of the Lord run to
and fro throughout the whole earth,
to show Himself strong on behalf of
those whose heart is perfect toward
Him.” 2 Chronicles 16:9)
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YEAR IN REVIEW

Fans, athletes celebrated the best o
sports achievements in 2023

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The past 12 months have seen a
variety of firsts, some state titles and
plenty of impressive competitions by
local high school athletes, as well as a
few non-school related top stories.

Here’s a look at some of those
individuals and teams that made the
headlines in 2023.

Wrestling

Bonduel High School’s Maddy So-
kolski capped off a perfect wrestling
season with a state title in the girls
138-pound weight class during the
Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic
Association Individual State Tour-
nament, which ran Feb. 23-25 at the
Kohl Center in Madison.

Sokolski didn’t surrender a point
in any of her four state matches, with
a 7-0 decision over Middleton’s Mat-
tie Papenthien in the final being the
only win not to come by pin.

“I'm feeling really overwhelmed
with all the support from my family,
and my boyfriend, my teammates
and friends,” said Sokolski minutes
after winning it all. “I'm really grate-
ful to be down at Madison this year,
it’s really a cool environment.”

Oconto Falls High School fresh-
man Taylor Whiting won the girls
state title at 107 pounds.

It marks the fifth straight year
a Whiting won a state title after
Taylor’s older brother, Clayton, won
four titles during his high school
years. After winning her first title,
she made her way into the crowd for
an emotional embrace with her older
brother.

Whiting capped off a 4-0 run at
state with a 4-0 decision win over
Wausau West’s Savannah Danielson
in the title match.

“It’s an amazing feeling, a lot of
stress came off a little bit here,” said
Whiting of accomplishing her goal of
keeping the family state title streak
alive. “I'm excited to keep going,
learn more, train more.”

At the boys tournament, Witten-

Oconto Falls' Taylor Whiting reacts after winning the girls 107-pound title
during the 2023 WIAA state individual wrestling tournament on Feb. 25 at

the Kohl Center in Madison.

berg-Birnamwood’s David Gauder-
man and Shawano’s Caden Young
each placed second in their weight
divisions. Pulaski’s Trenton Gibbons
placed third.

Basketball

On the basketball court, the
Marion boys team claimed its first
conference title (Central Wisconsin
Conference-North Division) in 55
years.

Tennis

On a different court, Shawano’s
Tristan Sheldon and George Buer-
man competed at the boys tennis
state meet.

Track and field

Bowler High School senior Em-
mitt Kietlinski won a state title and
nearly claimed a second during the
Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic
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Association Track and Field State
Championships, held June 2-3 at Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium Complex in
La Crosse.

Kietlinski, who was representing
the Gresham/Bowler co-op, opened
state competing in the Division 3
high jump competition June 2. He
won the event after clearing 6 feet, 6
inches.

Kietlinski then took part in the
triple jump competition on June 3,
finishing second after a top leap of
44-9Y4.

“This was very special to me,”
said Kietlinski. “First off, 'm just so
thankful for the opportunity to come
here and how well I've done here the
past three years. It means a lot to me,
and I'm really happy that I got a first
and a second in my very last time
here at state — it’s something I’ll
always remember.”

Weeks later, Kietlinski placed

Bonduel's Maddy Sokolski raises her hand after winning the girls 138 weight
class title during the 2023 WIAA state individual wrestling tournament on
Feb. 25 at the Kohl Center in Madison.
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second in the high jump at the Nike
Outdoor Nationals on June 17 at
Hayward Field at the University of
Oregon.

Kietlinski cleared 6 feet, 9 inches
to earn the second-place finish.

Kietlinski competed in the triple
jump at the national meet on June 18,
placing 23rd.

He earned that finish after a top
leap of 42-2V4. He posted his top mark
on his first of three attempts in the
first flight of competition. The top
nine advanced to the finals.

To qualify for the Nike Outdoor
Nationals, Kietlinski had to meet
certain standards in each event. The
high jump standard was 6-4, while
the triple jump mark was 44-6.

“Competing in the national was
the biggest meet of my career,” said
Kietlinski. “I’d seen Hayward Field
meets on television, so it was extra
special to compete on that track.
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There were jumpers who were
state champions from all over the
U.S. and it was neat to talk to and
compete with guys from all over the
country.”

Back at the state track and field
meet, Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s
Reese Rogowski claimed four top-10
finishes. Teammate Faith Resch took
a third-place award.

Gillett’s Alex Peterson was part of
three top-five finishes, while Suring’s
Christine Sleeter earned a pair of
top-five finishes.

Golf

On the golf course, the Lena High
School boys team placed fifth in Divi-
sion 3 at the Wisconsin Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association State Boys
Tournament on June 5-6 at Blackwolf
Run - Meadows Course in Kohler.

Lena had a team score of 370,
which is 82 shots over par, on the
first day of competition. Lena posted
a team score of 373 on the second
day, giving the team a two-day total
score of 743.

Braden McVane led the Wildcats
over the two-day competition and
ended up placing seventh as an indi-
vidual with a total score of 165.

“The first round I struggled
around the greens and wasn’t too
happy with my score, but the second
day I came around and played some
good golf,” said McVane. “It definite-
ly feels good to have placed seventh
out of the many guys.”

Mason Belongia was Lena’s next
finisher, taking 26th overall after a
total score of 185.

Mason Spice turned in a two-day
total of 194 to finish tied for 36th
place as an individual.

Drake Dionne finished five shots
back of Spice. Dionne’s 199 placed
him 39th as an individual.

Evan VanderZanden was Lena’s
fifth golfer, taking 50th as an individ-
ual after a two-day total of 217.

While most of the Wildcats
weren’t thrilled with the rounds
they produced, the fifth-place finish
as a team was an accomplishment,
especially for making the school’s
first-ever state appearance.

“We had no expectations com-
ing into the tournament so a fifth is
pretty cool in all our eyes, but I know
we all have a lot more to show for
ourselves and I think we can improve
for next year,” said Dionne.

In the fall, Pulaski’s Vivien Nin-
ham tied for 31st place at the WIAA
State Girls Division 1 golf meet at
University Ridge Golf Course in
Verona on Oct. 9-10.

After the first day, she was tied
for 24th place with an 85, 13 above

Gresham/Bowler's Emmitt Kietlinski competes in the high jump during the WIAA Track and Field State

Championships on June 2 at Veterans Memorial Stadium Complex in La Crosse.

par. Ninham shot the same 85 on the
second day, giving her a total score
0f 170, 26 above par.

Hockey

Pulaski High School’s Briana
Anundsen, Olympia Simons and
Faye Brunke helped the Bay Area
Ice Bears girls hockey team win the
state title on March 4 at Bob Suter’s
Capitol Ice Arena in Middleton.

Bay Area capped a special winter
season with a 3-0 win over Superior/
Northwestern in the championship
game. The Ice Bears topped the
Middleton co-op 4-1 on March 2 in
the state semifinal.

“Being a part of this team means
a lot to me,” said Brunke. “It really
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is a special thing, and it’s an amaz-
ing feeling knowing we as a team
won the state title. This team has put
so much effort and hard work into
practices, games and the offseason,
and truly every single player got us
to this point.”

“Being part of this year’s team has
been so special to me,” said Simons.
“This team is a co-op high school
sport, which means we don’t typical-
ly get a lot of recognition and some
of our achievements can go unno-
ticed. This year, after we qualified for
state, we finally started to get a lot of
recognition through our schools and
got to feel the true high school sport
experience.

“We were posted on our school’s

social media, more students came to
watch our game, teachers congratu-
lated us. This state title has been so
memorable, and I wouldn’t want to
share this success with anybody else
but these teammates. We all worked
so hard to get to this point and to
finally see all of our hard work pay
off has been so amazing.”

Legion baseball

Coming off a very successful
regular season, the Wittenberg 16U
Legion team turned their attention
the the state tournament in Waupun
in late July. Looking to start their
double elimination tournament with
a bang, Wittenberg rode the arm of
Hayden Miller to pick up an 8-3 win
over Campbellsport.

“I thought we played a very good
defensive game as an entire unit,”
coach Jeff Miller said after defeat-
ing Campbellsport. “We had a solid
pitching performance across the
board against a very good hitting
team. Fortunately, we were able to
string together some timely hits late
which helped us take care of business
today.”

After coming away with an im-
pressive opening round win, Witten-
berg turned their attention to the La
Crosse A’s and their 20-3-2 record.
Wittenberg found out the hard way
how good this La Crosse team is as a
pair of three-run innings proved too
much in the 12-4 defeat.

Following their tough loss to La
Crosse on July 22, Wittenberg was
put in a win or go home situation
July 23 as that was their motto the
rest of the way.

Apparently that was enough mo-
tivation for them as they dominated
Germantown 9-1 to book a spot in
the semifinal match on July 24. They
then proceeded to knock off Tomah
in their most dominating perfor-
mance of the week as they advanced
to face Seymour with a 16-4 victory.

Wittenberg came out strong by
not only scoring in the first inning
but opening up a 4-11lead as they
appeared to have the game in hand.
Seymour did a great job rallying back
and pulled within 4-3 and even had
the tying run on second base in the
seventh before coming up short in
the end.

Already with an impressive week-
end under their belt, Wittenberg took
the field for the final time in 2023 as
the La Crosse A’s awaited them for
the state title.

La Crosse gave Wittenberg their
lone loss up to this point at the state
tournament, knocking them off 12-4
on July 22, and this was no different
as the A’s took care of Wittenberg
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11-0. Wittenberg’s dream season
came to an end with a state runner-
up finish.

After seven weeks of American
Legion baseball this summer, the
Pulaski Legion squad saw its season
come to an end at the AA State tour-
nament in Ashwaubenon.

In its first game, Pulaski played
Region 1 winner River Falls. Despite
River Falls taking the victory 11-1,
this game was much closer than it
seemed as a series of errors led to
countless unearned runs that ulti-
mately doomed Pulaski in the end.

Needing a win on Saturday to
keep their season alive, Pulaski took
on the New London Clippers in a
win-or-go-home game. Despite their
offense putting up much better num-
bers and pushing across six runs, it
was their pitching that let them down
as the Clippers plated nine runs to
send Pulaski home 9-6.

Shawano Speedway

Cody Hudson, a member of
Shawano Area Ag Society, which
overseas the fairgrounds, told the
Shawano County Board Aug. 23 that
scale issues are taking away from the
importance of the track to the com-
munity.

A winning driver was recently dis-

qualified after his race when it was
discovered his car weight did not
meet regulations, and he forfeited his
winnings.

“The race track brings so much
stuff to the community. They bring a
lot of revenue to the area,” Hudson
said. “There is so much more to be
talked about. There is even talk about
wanting to close the track down. We
want to keep seeing racing going.”

Social media has been buzzing
with rumors and comments after
Mike Thorne announced in late July
he was told via letter from the Ag
Society he was no longer welcome
at the track. Thorne, who declined
to speak to the media, said in several
social media posts he simply asked
questions posed by fans, and the Ag
Society executive board took it out
on him.

Cross country

Several local teams and individu-
als earned titles in three divisions
at the 2023 Boys & Girls State Cross
Country Championships at The Ridg-
es Golf Course in Wisconsin Rapids
on Oct. 28.

In the Division 1 girls race, Olivia
Stedl of Pulaski placed 123rd with a
time of 20:44.8.

In the Division 2 girls race, Sha-

wano placed sixth.

Bailey Hendricks ended up in 24th
place in 19:56.7. She was joined by
Grace Chelberg in 51st, Lilly Guen-
ther in 53rd, Adalyn Barkley in 86th
and Macy Beyer in 96th.

Oconto Falls’ Hailey Delzer
placed 57th with a time of 20:33.7,
and Brooke Hodkiewicz was 75th in
20:52.2.

In Division 3, Bonduel placed
sixth as well.

Mariah Wondra ran to 40th place
in 20:41.9. She was joined by Teagan
Engel in 62nd, Ashley Kurey in 66th,
Joselyn Bohm in 71st and Cierra
Schnell in 111th.

In Division 2 boys racing, Sha-
wano placed 10th and was led by Will
Chelberg in fourth place with a time
0f 16:07.9. Also scoring for the Hawks
were Ethan Onesti in 11th, Josiah
Kuehl in 93rd, Andon Chelberg in
97th and Connor Chelberg in 141st.

Oconto Falls’ Ben Adams placed
38th with a time of 17:03.4.

In the Division 3 boys race, Bon-
duel took 13th and was led by Ben
O’Brien in 19th place in a time of
16:57.3. Race Anvelink placed 87th,
Oliver Chitwood was 120th, Griffin
Uelmen was 122nd and Gage Ander-
son placed 128th.

Gillett’s Bradyn Wendorff finished

in 27th place in 17:10.6.
Football

When a team reaches Level 3 of
the high school football playoffs,
there are no more easy games.

This is the point when the eight
best teams in their respective divi-
sions get together to compete for
their spot in the state semifinal
games. Wittenberg-Birnamwood has
not only been one of the best teams
in the state all season, they have con-
tinued to do it in a variety of ways
that helped them race out to a 10-1
record through 11 games.

The Chargers were in for a tough
task as the No. 3-seeded Wright-
stown Tigers came to town after
pulling off an upset against Southern
Door in Week 2.

The Tigers’ rushing attack set the
tone on offense while their defense
forced three Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood turnovers to lead them to a
41-17 victory, ending the Chargers’
season.

“It just wasn’t our night tonight,”
coach Jason Rieck said. “We made
far too many mistakes in this game,
and that is something we haven’t
done much this season. You can’t do
that this late in the season, especially
against a team like Wrightstown.”

Shawano Gun Show
January 12-13

Boarders Inn Conference Center
W7893 River Bend Rd

Friday 3-8 & Saturday 9-4

Buy-Sell-Trade!
Adm: $5.00, under age 16 free

For Info contact
Hwy 29 Gun Shows at 715-308-8772
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Pulaski grinds out gutsy win versus Menasha

By DUSTIN RIESE
Correspondent

It may not always be pretty, but
a win is a win when it comes to high
school basketball.

That is what the Pulaski girls
endured Dec. 28 against Menasha as
things were far from pretty, but the
Red Raiders did what they needed
to do.

After going scoreless for the first
seven minutes of the game and hav-
ing only four points in 11 minutes, the
Red Raiders’ offense struggled to get
things going as they were held to just
11 first half points. Fortunately, it was
their defense that kept them alive as
the offense got rolling for 36 second-
half points including a late-game 17-4
run to close things out for the 47-39
victory.

“This is a good win for us, but
it wasn’t pretty,” head coach Doug
McElrone said. “We have been work-
ing to get better on offense all sea-
son, and we were terrible offensively
during the first half. To come back
with 36 points in the second half
shows what we can do offensively as
long as we do what we do best.”

The Pulaski offense was in all
kinds of trouble early. That has been
an issue at times for the Red Raiders
this season as Aria Bilke and Han-
nah Neubert were having their way
on the inside to help open up the
8-2 lead. Even with Olivia Sprangers
grabbing a pair of quick buckets to
pull within 10-6, it was the Blue Jays’
ability to grab the offensive rebound
that proved to be the difference early
as they led 15-6 late in the first half.

“Menasha has a bigger team, and
we don’t have much size,” McElrone

said. “One thing we do have is a

ton of heart. We played terribly for
a majority of the first half, but we
were only down six. It could’ve been
worse, but this isn’t unfamiliar terri-
tory as we have been in those spots
before.”

It took nearly the entire first half
for Maggie Lardinois to get her first
bucket as her triple pulled the Red
Raiders within 15-9 before fellow se-
nior Ellie Mangold made things 15-11.
The Red Raiders entered the locker
room trailing 17-11. Mangold loved
the effort her teammates played
with and knew they wouldn’t panic
despite their early game offensive
struggles.

“We played with a ton of energy
from the start despite the shots not
falling,” she said. “Once the second
half got going, we saw those shots
start to fall. Once that happens, you
can see our energy level continue to
increase, and that is when we are at
our best on both sides of the ball.”

Like in the first half, the size
advantage for Menasha was an issue
as Neubert continued to dominate
on the offensive glass for some easy
buckets and helped push the Blue
Jays lead out to 22-14. Then the Red
Raiders’ defense started to sink their
teeth in, which has been their calling
card all season. Whether it be finding
a way to rebound or simply forcing a
ton of turnovers, Pulaski used an 11-4
run to pull within 26-25, capped off
by the Lily Urben layup.

McElrone knows how important
defense is to his team and loved the
way his girls stuck with the plan.

“We didn’t necessarily change our
game plan defensively, but we did
do some things to change the look

Maggie Lardinois is left alone as she fires up a
three. Lardinois struggled early on but finished

with a team-high 15 points.
DUSTIN RIESE

we gave Menasha,” he said. “We did
more trapping throughout the course
of the second half and made them
work for every bucket. Once we put
them into uncomfortable positions,
we started to get out and run, which
is what we need to do in order to
have success offensively.”

Trailing 29-26 following a pair of

Menasha free throws, Lydia Gwidt
used a nice post move to pull the Red
Raiders within one before another
Urben steal and finish gave the Red
Raiders their first lead of the game
30-29. That lead didn’t last long as
Bilke and Neubert went on to score
the next six points to put Menasha
back in front 35-30.

From there, it was all Pulaski as
their defensive pressure helped slow
down the Menasha while also leading
to 15 second-half turnovers. While
the Red Raiders weren’t perfect,
they did what they needed to do and
closed out the game on a 17-4 run.

“We have a very small team, so
when we play a big team like Mena-
sha, we need to find ways to make
plays,” Mangold said. “Our wing
defenders are crucial to the success
of our defense, and when they have
active hands like they showed in the
second half, we have a good chance
to beat anyone.”

Several of those points came from
Lardinois who had 15 points with
13 coming in the second half. Her
biggest three points came moments
after Mangold tied things up 36-36 as
another steal led to a fast break and
the corner three from Lardinois to
put the Red Raiders in front for good
39-36.

“We talked about our offense at
the half, and we knew we needed
to step it up,” Lardinois said. “We
have a really close team so no matter
the situation, we are going to stick
together and be there for each other.
Once we started to hit some shots
in the second half, the confidence
started to come back and we got into
the groove we wanted to play with
from the start.”

Shawano hockey team lose twice in Antigo

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Antigo’s hockey team, which
includes players from Wittenberg-
Birnamwood, defeated Shawano/
Bonduel 3-1 Dec. 28, the second day
of a tournament in Antigo.

The first two goals scored came
in the second period. First, Owen
Dickman scored at 7:57 with an assist
from Eli Kassler. Then, at 14:28, Col-
lin Tiedemann scored with an assist
again by Kassler.

Antigo went up 3-0 in the third
period on a Kassler goal at 10:40,
with an assist from Liam Burt.

Max Huntington scored Shawano/

Bonduel’s only goal at 11:35, with an
assist from Hunter Jones.

Shawano/Bonduel players were
called for 11 fouls and served 30
minutes in the penalty box. Antigo
served 16 minutes on eight infrac-
tions.

Kaiden Thornborrow recorded
36 saves on 39 shots on goal for the
Hawks, while Nolan Bunnell made 27
saves on 28 shots on goal.

Shawano/Bonduel

Shawano/Bonduel lost 9-0 to
Amery in its first game of a holiday
tournament in Antigo.

The Warriors scored three goals
in the first period and six more in the

second in their shutout win.

Shawano/Bonduel players spent
18 minutes in the penalty box on nine
infractions, while Amery was called
seven times and served 22 minutes.

In the net, Kaiden Thornborrow
made 19 saves on 25 shots on goal,
and Dylan Prochaska made 19 saves
on 22 shots.

A pair of goalies made all 21 saves
for the Warriors.

Antigo/Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood

At its home tournament, Antigo
lost 5-3 to D.C. Everest.

D.C. Everest led 2-0 after the first
period. Antigo’s first goal came at

2:34 in the second period on a shot
by Owen Dickman and an assist by
Nolan Bunnell. D.C. Everest scored
in the second period to lead 3-1.

The team traded goals in the third
period with D.C. Everest scoring
first. Dickman notched his second
goal of the day at 5:52 with an assist
by Eli Kassler. After the final goal
by D.C. Everest, Kassler’s scored at
14:40 with help from Dickman and
Liam Burt.

Bunnell worked the net for An-
tigo, notching 46 saves on 51 shots on
goal. Griffin Bunnell was in the net
for D.C. Everest and made 25 saves
on 28 shots.
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Shawano fends off Clippers at Sun Drop Shootout

By DUSTIN RIESE
Correspondent

Unlike the girls, wins have been
hard to come by for the Shawano
boys as they entered the Sun Drop
Shootout on a three-game losing
streak and sitting at 2-8 overall on
the season. Looking to get back on
track against a talented Sturgeon Bay
squad, the Hawks found themselves
locked in a battle that went down to
the final minutes of regulation.

Led by the guard combo of Logan
Sipple and Will Verkuielen, who
combined for more than 40 points,
it was the Hawks who made just
enough plays down the stretch and
held off the Clippers 67-62. It was the
Hawks’ first win in a couple of weeks
and just their third win of the season.

“The boys did a good job of com-
ing out with high energy right from
the start of the game,” head coach
David Ambrosius said. “Defensively, I
thought we did a good job of pressur-
ing Sturgeon Bay and forcing them to
play our tempo, which was especially
crucial down the stretch.”

When it comes to Sipple, he has
had an incredible start to the season
as he was the Hawks’ offense in the
early going. Had it not been for a
pair of Verkuilen free throws early,
Sipple would’ve scored every point
for his team as he was responsible for
10 of the teams first 12 points to give
the Hawks a 12-6 lead. Whether it be
his ability to knock shots down from
distance or using his athleticism to
create steals and get to the rim, the
Clippers began to take him away of-
fensively, which forced other players
to get involved.

It was looking like Ayden Bystol
would be one of those players as he
found himself grabbing four quick
points to push the lead to 16-8 with
Crew Weisnicht using his size down

low to make things happen. While it
was the Sipple show for the Hawks
early on, Calvin Richard began to as-
sert himself for the Clippers offen-
sively as he led all scorers in the first
half with 17 points.

Richardson was especially good
from distance as he connected on
three late first-half triples to take
what was nearly a double-digit deficit
early on and gave the Clippers a 31-29
lead.

The Sipple and Richardson show
continued the rest of the first half, but
it was the Clippers who managed to
hold strong as they headed into the
locker room leading 36-31.

Once the second half began, it was
more of the same for the Clippers as
a quick triple from Daniel Lodl gave
Sturgeon Bay their largest lead of
the night 39-31, and had the Hawks
searching for answers. Fortunately,
those answers came from the Verkui-
len and Sipple duo as those scored
12 of the Hawks’ next 14 points as
Shawano used a 13-1 run to retake the
lead 43-40.

“Logan and Will did a great job
of attacking to start the game, and I
think it helped get both of them into a
rhythm early in the game,” Ambrosi-
us said. “When those two are playing
together at that level, it makes us a
completely different team, and I think
we showed that this afternoon. If they
can continue to play at that level, big
things are going to come for us the
rest of the way.”

As expected, the Clippers wouldn’t
go away quietly, with Jackson Starr
putting Sturgeon Bay back on top
45-44. That seemed to motivate the
Hawks and their offense as Verkuilen
and Sipple continued to do their thing
on the offensive end, which opened
up the paint for Weisnicht to get to
the line or finish at the rim. Following
a second two-hand slam from Sipple

Ayden Bystol (14) drives for the basket in Shawano's 67-62 win over Sturgeon Bay in the Sun Drop

Shootout on Dec. 26 at the Kress Center on the UWN-Green Bay campus.

to open up a 53-45 lead, it was the
Clippers who responded as Rich-
ardson knocked down his fifth triple
of the game to keep his team within
striking distance.

From there, it became a game
of execution, and despite what was
an overall great afternoon for the
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Hawks, execution down the stretch
wasn’t ideal. Not only was their de-
fense not getting the stops they need-
ed and allowing the Clippers to get
to the free throw line, but the Hawks
were failing to sink free throws on
their end, allowing the Clippers to
keep things close 57-54.
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Shawano girls rout Ashwaubenon

By DUSTIN RIESE
Correspondent

The Shawano Girls basketball
team has gotten off to a great start
this season, and that continued Dec.
26 as they ran their record to 10-3
this season. Facing off against the
Ashwaubenon Jaguars as part of the
15th annual Sun Drop Shootout, it was
the Hawks getting back to their roots,
making the Jaguars uncomfortable
throughout.

With the Hawks leading 26-21
after one half of play, it was their
defense, in particular their full-court
pressure, that changed the outcome
of this game as they opened the
second half up on a 26-8 run. From
there, Shawano took care of business
as they downed Ashwaubenon 64-37
for another big win.

“Today was a great win for
the girls as they played with great
communication,” head coach Ryan
Koenig said. “I love our aggressive-
ness, especially in the second half as
we were able to turn them over a ton,
which led to a lot of easy buckets.”

It was a tale of contrasting styles
in the first half as the Jaguars lived
and died by the triple early on. Gi-
anna Guarascio stretched the defense
to help the Jaguars open a 4-0 lead
that they eventually pushed to 10-7.

When it came to the Hawks, they
were all about working the ball inside
as Brynlie Boyles and Leah Nordin
got the offense going. Nordin es-
pecially was a matchup nightmare
as her size and ability to follow up
missed shots helped her grab nine
first half points and lead all scorers in
the game.

Not only was Nordin making an
impact on the inside, but so was Abby
Bystol, who also added nine points in
the first half, with most coming in the

Shawano's Ella Stuber (3) shoots from the edge in the Sun Drop Shootout at the Kress Center on the

UW-Green Bay campus.

paint. They were responsible for 10
of their team’s 13 points at one point
to give the Hawks a 17-16 lead, only to
see Guarascio put Ashwaubenon back
on top 21-17 with another triple.

It was at that point when the
Hawks began to make some adjust-
ments on the defensive end as they
closed out the first half on an 8-0 run
to take a 26-21 lead. Bystol and Nor-
din were responsible for six of those
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points as they combined for 18 first
half points.

“We switched defenses late in
the first half to take away the 3s they
were hitting, and we managed to get
some stops and get a lead before half-
time,” Koenig said. “Once we took
that away from them, you started to
see them panic a bit more, and that
played into our hands as the game
went on.”

Looking to build on that lead, the
Hawks continued to do what they
do best as they fed Nordin inside for
four quick points. Throw in a corner
three from her a few moments later,
and she was responsible for seven of
the team’s first eight points to begin
the second half as the Hawks opened
up the 34-21 lead.

That was only the beginning
for Shawano as Ella Stuber, Trin-
ity Popelka and Bystol all got things
going as the Hawks used a 26-8 run
to begin the second half to grab the
52-29 lead.

“We got much more aggressive on
the defensive end during the second
half, which helped force them into
tough spots,” Koenig said. “We com-
municated on defense in the second
half, which is key for us to get stops
and turnovers.”

Looking to put an end to the
Hawks run was Bella Daul who con-
nected on a rare second half three to
make things 52-32 at that point. That
was about as close as the Jaguars
would get the rest of the way as the
Hawks started to unload their bench
late in the game, and outscored the
Jaguars 12-5 down the stretch.

Reserves Marissa Tomashek, Mor-
gan Evans and Maci Beyer all scored
late. However, the play of Bystol and
Nordin set the tone from the start,
and Koenig knows those will be the
ones to lean on the rest of the way.

“Abby was a big boost as she has
missed the last two games,” he said.
“She came out and played really well
today. Leah played well, too, and
made some great offensive moves to
keep us in the first half and lengthen
the lead in the second. Both are go-
ing to be key pieces for us to keep
our success going, and I love the
confidence they are showing on the
court.”
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HOUSEHOLD GOOD$S

DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-888-686-1458
(WCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-855-913-1560

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and

family stay safe and comfortable.
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended

warranty ($695 value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for additional terms
and conditions. 1-855-954-5087

JACUZZ| BATH REMODEL Can
install a new, custom bath or shower in
as little as one day. For a limited time,

we're waiving all installation costs!

Additional terms apply. Subject to
change and vary be dealer. Offer ends

12/31/23 1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

HOUSEHOLD GOODS

Replace your roof with the best looking
and longest lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer 50%
off installation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health workers & 1st
responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-855-974-5952

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A
NEW SHOWER? American Standard
makes it easy. FREE design
consultation. Enjoy your shower again!
Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see how
you can save $1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp
WCAN

MISCELLANEQUS FOR SALE

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? ....
GET RESULTS! Affordable advertising
that fits your budget! Reach OVER
300,000 homes! Place your ad in MANY
weekly Wisconsin Shoppers & Buyers'
Guide papers for as low as $36.00
Call today! Publishers
Development Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.)
1-800-236-0737 www.pdsadnet.com

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a GENERAC home
standby generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-year warranty w/qualifying
purchase*. Call 1-877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not just a
generator. Its a power move. (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF wi/the best
looking & longest lasting material, steel
from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles &
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer - up to
50% OFF Installation + Add'l 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders) Call Erie
Metal Roofs 1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams in as little
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off
or No Payments & No Interest for 18
months for customers who qualify. BCI

Bath & Shower. Many options
available.  Quality materials &
professional installation. Senior &

Military Discounts Available.
Call today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)

Special
Notices

A.A. Oconto Group: Mondays &
Fridays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at 10
a.m. (open meeting) at First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto James

920-834-6276. TF

AA Group Meeting: 24 hour group
every Wed. night. 8:00 p.m. at Masonic
Lodge on corner of Washington St. and
Caldwell, Oconto Falls TF

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad
Network) and/or the member
publications review ads to the best of
their ability. Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are ready to take
your money! PLEASE BE CAREFUL
ANSWERING ANY AD THAT SOUNDS
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a
complaint regarding an ad, please
contact The Department of Trade,
Agriculture & Consumer Protection
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

Special
Notices

USI Gun and Knife Show
January 12th, 3-7
January 13th, 9-3

United Sportsmenas Club

W7689 Sportsmans Club Road
Iron Mountain, Michigan 49801
upgunshow@hotmail.com
906-282-2816

Living Well With Depression and
Bipolar - Bellin Behavioral Health
Center, 301 E. St. Joseph St., Green
Bay, Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. Contact: Jerry Kamke

920-544-5596. TF

Co-Dependency Meeting Thursdays at
noon. St. James Lutheran Church, 1402
Main St., Marinette TF

AKC CAVALIER KING CHARLES
SPANIEL PUPS dews/shots/vet/worm
ready to go! $900 715-536-0697 or
715-316-2522 (WCAN)

MINI GOLDENDOODLE PUPS Will be
20 pounds. Cute and Cuddly.
715-409-0533

PUREBRED GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPPIES shots/vet/wormed, M-$300, F-
$400,

715-223-5663 No Sun Calls

PUREBRED GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPS Shots/Wormed, Vet Ckd M-$300,
F-$350 cash only 715-267-6370
No Sunday Calls

Vehicles

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at
1-844-406-2647 today! (WCAN)

BOSTON RAT TERRIER PUPS
Shots/Wormed/Vetckd Can Dlvr $400
715-255-2661 (#269146)

CUTE & CUDDLY PUREBRED
BORDER COLLIE PUPS
Shots/Wormed Great Pet/Working Dogs
Parents/site $150 715-667-3342

GET YOUR DEDUCTION AHEAD OF
THE YEAR-END! Donate Your Car,
Truck or SUV to assist the blind &

visually impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax credit. Call

HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND today at!

844-374-3067 (WCAN)

MINI COCK-A-POOQOS Hypo-allergenic,

Non-shed, shots/vet F-$600, M-$500;

PUREBRED REG COCKER SPANIEL
PUPPIES 715-758-2433

SHELTIE PUPPIES shots/vet checked
M-$250 F-$300 Ready to Go 715-218-
2670
Cockapoo Puppies -Female Sweet
Friendly Fluffy $500 OMO 715-669-3512

FOR SALE MINI BERNESE
CHRISTMAS PUPPIES shots Price
reduced $600 608-396-1374

FOR SALE: YELLOW LAB PUPPIES
Ready Now! cute and playful! $250
715-229-2630

GOLDENDOODLE PUPS
Shots/Wormed/Vet-chkd Can DIvr $400
715-255-2661 (#269146)

Sheltie Mix Pups intelligent & Good
w/kids. $100 OBO No Sun Calls
715-223-1119

Wanted to
Buy

Buying junk cars and trucks. No title
needed, but vehicles must be lien free.
No charge for pick up. Paying cash.
Also buying Aluminum Rims, Brake
Rotors & Copper.

Call 715-851-7027 or 715-250-2506
for questions or pricing.

OTR TRUCK DRIVERS FT/PT Put Your
Career in Gear!! Competitive wages &
full benefits. Mileage, Drop pay, Paid
weekly Home weekends, NO east/west
coast, 28 central states. Van & Hopper
Division. Agriculture
experience a plus. Fox Valley company
since 1958 Call Frank 920-788-6242 or
920-858-0238. Van Groll Trucking,
Kaukauna
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Services

Services

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
home internet with EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G & 4G LTE networks, no
contracts, easy installation, & data plans
up to 300 GB. Call 844-223-7265
(WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.

From Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for (350+)
procedures. Real dental insurance -
NOT just a discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details
1 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

Switch to DISH Get up to a $300 gift
card! Plus get the Multisport pack
included for a limited time! Hurry, call for
details: 1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your
favorite live TV, sports, & local
channels. 99% signal reliability!

CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo for 12
months. HBO Max & Premium

Channels included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or higher) No
annual contract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS
1-833-574-1746 (WCAN)

DIRECTYV Sports Pack 3 Months on Us!
Watch pro & College sports LIVE. Plus
over 40 regional & specialty
networks included. NFL, College
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf & more.
Some restrictions apply Call
DIRECTV 1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)

FREE high speed internet for those
that qualify. Government program for
recipients of select programs incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet
service. Bonus offer: Android tablet
FREE with one-time $20 copay. Free
shipping & Handling. Call Maxsip
Telecom today! 1-855-454-6827
(WCAN)

STROKE & CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes of death,
according to the AMERICAN HEART

ASSOCIATION. Screening can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to

schedule your screening. Special offer -
5 screenings for just $149!
Call 1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO $250/YEAR
on your talk, text & data. No contract &
no hidden fees. Unlimited talk & text with
flexible data plans. Premium
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based
customer service. For more info,
call 1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25 mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. Wifi built in! FREE Standard

Installation for lease
customers! Limited Time
Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's Premier
Mobile Medical Alert System. Whether
you're home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long Term Contracts!
Free Brochure! Call Today!
1-855-491-0732 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral & other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company
844-433-5898 or visit
www. Life55plus.info/wecp

Vacation/
Lake Property

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees
cancelled in 2019. Get FREE
informational package & learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! FREE
consultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

APARTMENTS/DUPLEX

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms
Great location
Parking avail.
Starting at $650 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled
2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.
Starting at $695 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr.
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled

1 or 2 Bedroom
Convenient location

Garage Available

Starting at $615 + Deposit

Tom 715-280-0525

Livestock

HOME GROWN BEEF No Implants,
1/4s $2.80/Ib 1/2 $2.75/lb Mar Process
715-470-0458

Please Use This Handy Form For

CLASSIFIED ADS

Classified Ads $16.50 Minimum for first 10 words. $0.20 per each additional
word. (One word each space) Ad runs in 3 papers! Prepaid personal ads only.

ONE WORD IN EACH SPACE

16.50
16.70 16.90 17.10 17.30 17.50
18.70 18.90 19.10 19.30 19.50
19.70 19.90 20.10 20.30 20.50
20.70 20.90 21.10 21.30 21.50
21.70 21.90 22.10 22.30 22.50
22.70 22.90 23.10 23.30 23.50
23.70 23.90 24.30 24.50

All Classifieds Must Be Pre-Paid!

I enclose total payment of $ to place my
NEW Media Classified Ad for days.
Send Check or Money Order. WE ACCEPT MAJOR CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS.
All Classifieds Must Be Pre-paid! In case of cancellation, credit will be issued.

PAYMENT INFORMATION:
__Cash __ Check# __ Credit Card __ Master Card
Credit Card #:

3 Digit Sec. # Expirition Date____/

Name on Card:

Signature:

Name
Address
City

Phone

State Zip

Mail to: NEW Media, 1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano, Wil 54166



PAGE 24 = NEW MEDIA * OCT = www.newmedia-wi.com * FRIDAY, JANUARY 5, 2024

CREATORS SYNDICATE © 2023 STANLEY NEWMAN WWW.STANXWORDS.com  12/31/23
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} 20 21 22
Edited by Stanley Newman (www.StanXwords.com)
PULLING OUT THE STOPS: With verbs as nouns 23 24 25
by Billie Truitt
ACROSS 83 “Toodle-o0!” 10 Hoops star Curry
1 Presuppose 84 Wedding setting 11 Chocolate source
7 Mississippi River 87 “Where _ smoke...” 12 Invites in, perhaps
source 89 Nautical speed 13 Yolk holder
13 Eavesdropping range measure 14 Harper Lee, by birth
20 Penetrate slowly 91 Stanley Cup org. 15 Whisker whacker
21 Mazda models 92 Dark film genre 16 Makeup mishap
22 Star quality 94 Actress Zellweger 17 Fresh from the oven
23 Divide a bill evenly 96 Texas A&M student 18 Not at home
25 Name for some 98 Fragrant white bloom 19 Three, in Sicily
newspapers 100 Countertop style 24 Very severe
26 Hinge application 104 Battleship letters 29 Car sticker letters
27 Airport shuttle 105 Brilliant feat 32 Female lobsters
28 Muscle twitch 107 “That’s my dream” 34 Spongy ball
30 Feathery scarf 108 Locker room fixture 36 “Old MacDonald”
31 Legal tender 113 Predatory marine refrain
33 Ireland nickname mammal 37 “To__human..”
35 Kind of confinement 114 Top-shelf 38 Disbursed
40 Up voice actor 118 Historical period 39 ’70s supermodel
43 Ever so proper 119 Triple-decker cookies Cheryl
44 Tech school in Troy, NY 121 Makeshift doorstop 41 Busy person
45 Common carton phrase 123 Maintain the status 42 Bring up
50 Partridge’s perch 124 Naval VIP 45 Switch words
53 Sip slowly 128 Dismiss callously 46 School kid 119 121
54 Gem surface 131 “Exactly” 47 Author Jong
56 Habituating 132 More unpleasant 48 Sgts. and cpls. 124125/126 127 128 129 130
57 Nail polish brand 133 Infuriate 49 Kind of coffee 131 132 133
58 Modified mortgage, 134 All worked up 51 Grapevine story
for short 135 Takes a nibble of 52 Most faithful 134 135 136
62 Highly ornate 136 Put together 55 Works hard
64 Necessities 59 Wicked 78 2018 Oscar 95 Bouncing sound 115 Amount to
gg gay stubtalt)br. D?W_?I g 2(1) f'urfboard sttabi!Ii_T‘er actor Rami __ 97 Bit of toothpaste 116 Power burst
assport stamp rade grp. oops great __Thomas gy | jst of options 99 NASCAR’s second A 117 Go __ (retire)
sg g":;;fﬁi‘ﬂ:;e“‘ § 5;‘&”2 photo tint gg E'I';‘:e“;ach'"e 84 Black __cattle 101 “Heaven forbid!” 120 Short parody
71 What nonreflective 4 Venerable news agency 68 Fall blogm 85 Rover’s restraint 102 Orlando-area attraction 122 Cliffs of Dover county
paint has 5 Oven glove 70 City near Tahoe 86 Sculpted trunk 103 Arrives at 124 EPA stat
74 Blossom support 6 Implore 72 Denmark’s  Islands 87 Th_reesomgs 106 “Sit dovyn!’_’ 125 Bradstreet partner
79 Demonic computer 7 George Harrison 73 0Old Testament peak 88 Alien-seeking org. 109 Stands in line 126 Palermo pronoun
of film memoir 75 Tired-looking 90 Word processor 110 White wading bird 127 Inexpensive
80 Home for protons 8 Eccentricity 76 Latin American dance settings 111 Nikon rival 129 Merch table item
82 Read digitally 9 Contented sounds 77 Moral code 93 Addto 112 Canal components 130 Weep
6| |9 1| [7 2[5]9] |1 oS HERk tlslc]olz]v]els|c] [6]o]c]8|s|v]L]c]T
N(3IHLOLMDD
6 8 4 216|8 olnlolibio ol fllslo: cl18|9l6|T1|S|L|CT|¥ 8|T|(v]6[L|T|E|9]S
1{ [2] [3]4 3 5| mmosEsonimmacoommssn fyl6[z[L[e[8]o]S[T] [clL[s[c[o[T]8]6]F
2 3] |9 8 2 VB O SIS v olt|sfzlelL]elv|8] |9olS|e]L]e|8]L|v]T
ol 13| [5] |7 7 6] |5 1| pelshizmonimusiviiviiy 17| L|8|S|v efT]6]9] |L|C|8|S|V|9]6]€|L
8] |3 5 2 3 5 viunN TR s vEmanuny  [o[vI€[I[8lofc]clc] |VI€lL]T]C]6fc]8]9
YL YV IJdEANIHIHLONILO
618 7 9 4 2 a1 IS v 1 slofvielL|T|8|L|6 S16|C |V 8[L]9]|T|¢
4 1 6/3]2 4 cemasvic-WavsLMI0 gz ||y |ol1]s[elL] [£[8[9]C|L|€|¥]|S]|6
3] 19 6] |5 7] [5]8]3 Eonsuvallvasvi Mamasey (Lle|T]8]s|6]v]o]c| [Elr]1]ol6]s[c[L]8




FRIDAY, JANUARY 5, 2024 = NEW MEDIA = OCT = www.newmedia-wi.com * PAGE 25

OCONTO COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

Dec. 28

Deputies responded to 35 incidents,
including a death investigation in the Town
of Riverview, criminal damage on Deering
Road in the Town of Underhill, an animal
bite on Buchholz Road in the Town of
Morgan, a disturbance on West Main Street
in the Village of Lena, four traffic stops, one
traffic hazard, four citizen assists, three
miscellaneous traffic incidents, one welfare
check; two 911 hangups and three open
lines; two ambulance calls; three crashes,
two involving deer.
Dec. 27

Deputies responded to 39 incidents,
including harassment on County Road E in
the Town of Morgan, fraud on Stiles Road
in the Town of Stiles, theft on County Road
S in the Town of Little Suamico, suspicious
activity on state Highway 32 in the Town
of Lakewood, theft on Creek Crest Lane
in the Town of Little Suamico, a structure
fire on County Road A in the Town of Little
River, an unwanted party on Sherrie Lane
in the Town of Underhill, 11 traffic stops,

OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Proceedings of Dec. 29

* Bond was set at $500 cash for
Christopher A. Baier, 40, Oconto, after
he was charged with possession of
methamphetamine and misdemeanor
possession of drug paraphernalia, in
connection with an incident that allegedly
occurred Nov. 4. Judge Jay Conley
scheduled a preliminary hearing for Jan. 8.

Proceedings of Dec. 27

* Bond was set at $500 cash for Angela
D. Hawkins, 37, Abrams, after she was
charged with child abuse and substantial
battery, in connection with an incident that

Find the latest
local news
and sports

at
newmedia-wi.com

one traffic hazard, one traffic offense, four
miscellaneous traffic incidents, one welfare
check; one 911 hangup and five open lines;
two deer-related crashes.
Dec. 26

Deputies responded to 29 incidents,
including automobile theft on Dittman Lane
in the Town of Pensaukee, criminal damage
on Shallow Lane in the Town of Riverview,
a disturbance on Habeck Lane in the Town
of Abrams, two traffic stops, one traffic
hazard, one miscellaneous traffic incident,
five welfare checks; three 911 hangups and
one open line; one ambulance call.
Dec. 25

Deputies responded to 22 incidents,
including an animal bite on Pine
Valley Terrace in the Town of Abrams,
threatening on County Road A in the
Town of Little River, a disturbance
on Lake Street in the Town of Little
Suamico, a disturbance on Ridge Road in
the City of Oconto Falls, a disturbance
on North Rosera Street in the Village
of Lena, a disturbance on Sherman

Street in the City of Oconto Falls, three
traffic stops, one traffic hazard, one
citizen assist, two miscellaneous traffic
incidents; one 911 hangup and one open
line; two ambulance calls; one deer-
related crash.
Dec. 24

Deputies responded to 27 incidents,
including theft on Joan Lane in the Town
of Little Suamico, harassment on Lee Lake
Road in the Town of Brazeau, a wanted
person on East Frontage Road in the Town
of Little Suamico, an unwanted party on
West Frontier Road in the Town of Little
Suamico, a disturbance on Gluska Road
in the Town of Abrams, harassment on
Robin Hood Lane in the City of Gillett, a
disturbance on South Maple Avenue in
the City of Oconto Falls, one traffic stop,
one traffic hazard, one traffic offense, six
miscellaneous traffic incidents; three open-
line 911 calls; two crashes, one involving
deer.
Dec. 23

Deputies responded to 28 incidents,

including sexual assault at an undisclosed
location, two traffic stops, two traffic
hazards, five miscellaneous traffic
incidents, two welfare checks; one 911
hangup and one open line; three crashes,
one involving deer.
Dec. 22

Deputies responded to 49 incidents,
including suspicious activity near
County Road R and Bloom Road in
the Town of Underhill, suspicious
activity on Oak Orchard Road in the
Town of Abrams, sexual assault in the
City of Oconto Falls, child abuse at
an undisclosed location, suspicious
activity on County Road S in the Town
of Little Suamico, a noise disturbance
on Poppy Lane in the Town of Little
Suamico, a disturbance on Janik Road in
the Town of Spruce, three traffic stops,
one traffic hazard, three miscellaneous
traffic incidents, three welfare checks,
three 911 hangups and five open lines,
one ambulance call, four crashes, two
involving deer.

allegedly occurred Dec. 22. Family Court
Commissioner Peggy Miller adjourned her
initial appearance until Jan. 11.

* Bond was set at $250 cash for
Christopher Allen Gulledge, 36, listed
as homeless, after he was charged with
possession of methamphetamine in
connection with an incident that allegedly
occurred Dec. 25. Miller adjourned his
initial appearance until Jan. 11.

PARKVIEW
APARTMENTS

Oconto Falls

WHEDA
Subsidized Housing
1,2, 3, Bedroom Apts.
MERIDIAN GROUP

920-846-3009

Equal Opportunity
Housing

Proceedings of Dec. 22

= Cannon Edward Verkuilen, 29,
Kaukauna, pleaded no contest to
possession with intent to deliver
amphetamine or methamphetamine, in

connection with an incident that occurred
Aug. 7.

Judge Michael Judge scheduled
sentencing for Feb. 20 and ordered a pre-
sentence investigation.
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This Morning (N) baby! Prostate |Prog.
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@ WGBA |@ (6:00) [Outdoors [American (Kids Edi- |dom Odyssey |Globetrot-|(N) (SP) |Program |Program |Antonio. (N) (Live) ons, Third Round From The Plantation Course at| Stole Nightly
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Wild Curious/ [Daniel  [Rosie/ |Sesame |Workl[t |Donkey |Pinkali- |Elinor  |Nafu- Eleme- [Xavier  [ThisOld [Cook’s [Various Various Odd Arthur — [Natu- America
@ WHRM |Kratts  |Curious Tiger Rosie  [Street Hodie |cious/.. reCat/  |ntary Riddle |House |Country Squad reCat/
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Aaron Jones (33) sprays Jordan Love (10) after the Green Bay Packers defeated the Minnesota Vikings 33-10 on New Year's Eve. Now, if the Packers beat the Chicago Bears on Jan. 7, the team will make the
playoffs. There are also several scenarios for the Packers to back into the playoffs if they lose to Chicago. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Love, Packers destroy Vikings 33-10

Green Bay is one
win away from
the playoffs

By LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

The year came full circle for the
Green Bay Packers as they beat the
Vikings at home during the 2022-23
season on Jan 1., and once again on
Dec. 31 during the 2023-24 season.

The most recent of those games
proved to be the biggest of the
current season, as Green Bay went
into Minnesota and destroyed its
longtime rival to a tune of 23 points,
33-10.

Quarterback Jordan Love reg-
istered another great performance
for the Pack, as the first-year starter
completed 24-of-33 passes for 256
yards and three touchdowns.

As has been the case in victories
for the Packers over the recent sea-
sons, Aaron Jones was the sparkplug
for the offense. Jones rushed for 120
yards on 20 carries.

As for the receiving game, second-
year receiver Bo Melton became the
first receiver to record 100 yards
for Green Bay, as he logged 105
yards and one touchdown on six
receptions. Jayden Reed also broke
Sterling Sharpe’s record for most
receptions in a season by a rookie in
this game.

“That is God - that is all God,”
said Reed, on his historic rookie sea-
son, which includes 10 touchdowns.
“I put my faith in God and just work
hard and have a different mindset.
Just being coachable. I am a very
coachable kid; I think I am mature
for my age. That is all it really takes.
People being around you that trust
you and great teammates and coach-
es that push you to go hard every
day. That is just how it happened.”

For the Vikings, rookie quarter-
back Jaren Hall was given the reins,
as he started the game. Completing
5-of-10 passes, Hall was pulled at
halftime in favor of Nick Mullens.
Mullens completed 13-of-22 passes
for 113 yards and one touchdown.

The Packers defense was stingy
against the run, as Vikings rushers
combined for just 67 yards. Without
Jaire Alexander and Eric Stokes,
Green Bay also held Minnesota’s su-
perstar wide receiver Justin Jefferson
to just 59 yards on five receptions.

Jordan Love is all smiles as the Packers easily defeated the Minnesota Vikings 33-10 on New Year's Eve.
Love went24 for 33 for 256 yards and there touchdowns in what many are calling his finest game of his
first year as the starter in the post-Aaron Rodgers era. Love will enter the Jan. 7 win-or-go-home show-
down against the Bears on an incredible tear. He's thrown 16 touchdowns vs one interception over the
last seven games. He's tied for first in touchdowns as well as interceptions over that span, and his passer
rating of 109.9 is second-best. In fact, Love's 3,843 passing yards and 30 touchdowns would rank No. 1
in Bears history. His 30 touchdowns vs. 11 interceptions would give him the second-best touchdown-to-

interception ratio in Bears history.

After both teams traded punts,
Green Bay started its first scor-
ing drive. Jones, Melton, tight end
Tucker Kraft, Reed and running back
A.]. Dillon all got touches, as Anders
Carlson knocked a 34-yard field goal
through the uprights to give Green
Bay an early 3-0 lead.

Two plays later, Green Bay’s
defense, which has been heavily
criticized over the past few weeks
for its poor performance, forced Hall
into an interception by way of Corey
Ballentine. The Packers immediately
capitalized on the turnover, as Love
threw a 33-yard dart to Reed in the
end zone to take a 10-0 lead.

Green Bay then forced Minnesota
to punt on its next drive. and Love
and the offense took back over at
their own 26-yard line. Jones and Dil-

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

lon picked up a combined 24 yards,
Melton picked up 28 yards and a 15-
yard face mask penalty on Minnesota
set Green Bay up with a fourth-and-
one from the Vikings 24-yard line.
On the ensuing play, Love dropped
back and floated a pass toward the
left sideline intended for Melton. As
Melton was going to the ground, the
ball bounced out of his grasp, and
the Packers turned the ball over on
downs.

From there, the Vikings marched
down the field for a field goal. That
was quickly followed up with a 10-
play 75-yard drive from Green Bay
that culminated in a two-yard rush-
ing touchdown for Love.

Minnesota took back over with
39 seconds left in the half. On the
second play of the drive, Packers

linebacker Preston Smith sacked Hall
and forced a fumble, which in turn
was recovered by Packers rookie
Karl Brooks to set up a first-and-10
from the Vikings 37-yard line with 26
seconds left. Green Bay once again
capitalized on the turnover, as Love
connected with Reed for a 25-yard
touchdown.

“That was all Jordan trusting me
in making a play,” said Reed, on his
second touchdown. “I tried to run
the best route that I could. Jordan
trusted me, and I ran through the
smoke and scored.”

Coming out of the half, Minnesota
was immediately forced to punt the
ball. Green Bay once again capital-
ized on the opportunity, with Love
connecting with Melton for a nine-
yard touchdown.

Down 30-3, Minnesota was once
again forced to punt, but on the re-
turn, Packers receiver Samori Toure
muffed the punt and the Vikings re-
covered at the Green Bay seven-yard
line. Two plays later, Johnny Mundt
scored the first touchdown of the
game for the Vikings. Carlson then
added another field goal to put the
dagger in as Green Bay took home a
33-10 victory.

With the win, Green Bay finds
itself in second place in the NFC
North and seventh in the NFC. That
means that all Green Bay needs to
do is win its final game of the season
against the Chicago Bears to make
the playoffs.

“This is the exact position that
we have been working for all offsea-
son - all through training camp - to
put ourselves in a position to make
the playoffs,” said Love. “Like I said,
it hasn’t been easy all year, a lot of
highs and lows, a lot of adversity,
and we didn’t have any expecta-
tions coming into the year. So I think
everybody is continuing to work
and continuing to find ways to get
better.”

According to the New York Times
Playoff Simulator, Green Bay cur-
rently has a 68% chance to make the
playoffs. If they were to win, that
number would go up to 100%.

If Green Bay were to lose and the
Seattle Seahawks were to win, then
Seattle would get into the playoffs.
If both teams were to lose, then
the playoff picture becomes a little
murkier. The NFC South has yet to
be decided, with the Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers, Atlanta Falcons and New
Orleans Saints all still mathemati-
cally alive in the hunt.
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NOTEBOOK

Bears can't be taken for granted, but
Packers should be able to tame them

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

Packers’ offense vs. Bears' defense

All eyes are going to be on Jordan
Love as he looks to finish off a strong
debut season as Green Bay’s starting
quarterback.

Love got his first taste of this
rivalry in his first start of the season
and played well, throwing three
touchdown passes, including two to
Romeo Doubs.

Love has shaken off an early-
season slump to assert himself as one
of the better quarterbacks in all of
football.

Love’s season hit a turning point
in early November when the Packers
beat the Los Angeles Chargers 23-20.
Love threw for 300 yards that day,
but the rest of the offense took off
from there.

Love and the offense would win
their next two games against the De-
troit Lions and Kansas City Chiefs,
with the offense putting up points in
bunches.

Despite missing some of his best
weapons, Love has continued to im-
prove as the season has gone along.

Christian Watson missed time
after injuring his hamstring against
Kansas City. Jayden Reed and Don-
tayvion Wicks have been banged up
down the stretch of the season. Luke
Musgrave has missed time with a
lacerated kidney.

That hasn’t mattered much as
Green Bay’s offense has ascended
into the top-10 of the league in terms
of DVOA.

One of the biggest reasons for the
offensive improvement is the stabil-
ity along the offensive line.

The group was in flux early in the
year with David Bakhtiari only being
able to play one game before a knee
injury sacked his entire season.

Rasheed Walker has shaken off
some early struggles and been really
consistent since the calendar turned
to November.

Walker was splitting time with
Yosh Njiman at times during the sea-
son. That competition appears to be
over, with Walker winning. He took
all of the snaps at left tackle against

Kenny Clark (97) and Quay Walker (7) tower over Vikings quarterback Jaren Hall (16) during the first half of the Dec. 31 game in Minnesota. Hall was replaced
at the start of the second half. While not taking the Chicago Bears for granted, Green Bay should be able to keep their rivals on their backs in the regular

season finale Jan. 7.

Carolina.

Whether he’s the team’s tackle of
the future remains to be seen, but
he’s one of the biggest reason’s for
Green Bay’s improvement.

Zach Tom won the right tackle
position early in the year and has
been rock solid all season long. He’s
one of the team’s best players.

The run game has been one of the

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

biggest disappointments on the sea-
son. Aaron Jones became the team’s
first 100-yard rusher on the year two
weeks ago in Carolina.

Jones is clearly this team’s best
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running back and should be able to
handle a full workload. AJ Dillon’s
usage has been limited since he
broke his thumb in a Monday night
game against the New York Giants.

Patrick Taylor has been the team’s
primary third running back but does
not have a role carved out in the of-
fense.

Chicago’s defense was in a transi-
tion after head coach Matt Eberflus
made it through his first year evalu-
ating his team.

They spent a bunch of money this
offseason, namely on two inside line-
backers. Philadelphia’s T.J. Edwards
and Buffalo’s Tremaine Edmunds
both signed in Chicago this offsea-
son. Both have played well. Edmunds
leads the team in interceptions, while
Edwards leads the team in tackles.

Jaquan Brisker and Jaylon Johnson
help form a group that is not short
on talent but suffered through some
growing pains a season ago.

The defense has improved as the
season has gone on, and there is one
big acquisition that could be pointed
to for that.

If there was something you’d want
to draw up for Love in his first start,
it’d be facing a team with a pass rush
as putrid as Chicago’s was a sea-
son ago. That remained true in the
season opener. Love was only sacked
once in the season opener.

The Bears were the worst team
in the NFL in 2022 at sacking the
quarterback, and after passing on all
of the pass rushers in the draft, they
made a big splash at the trade dead-
line. They traded a second-round
pick for Montez Sweat.

Sweat has quickly become one of
the best players on the defense and
looks like someone the Bears can
build around for the future.

The goal will be to find him a
running mate. The Bears signed
Yannick Ngakoue at the beginning of
the season. He had four sacks on the
season but is dealing with a broken
ankle that will keep him sidelined for
Sunday’s game.

This is not the same defense
Green Bay rumbled through in the
season opener. They’ve gotten bet-
ter, and can make life difficult for
opposing offenses.

Packers’ defense vs. Bears' offense

This could be the final game for
Justin Fields as the Bears’ preferred
starting quarterback. It looks likely
that the Bears, thanks to a trade with
the Carolina Panthers, will be pick-
ing in the top-2 of April’s draft.

Because of that, they’ll be in
position to select Caleb Williams or
Drake Maye.

Aaron Jones carried the ball 20 times for 120 yards against the Vikings on Dec. 31. It marked the second

straight week he's carried for more than 100 yards in a game.

The Bears could forgo that op-
portunity and choose to build around
Fields, but that is a distinction he has
not earned. Despite the investment
in the offense this offseason, Field
has not taken the jump as a passer
the Bears could have hoped for.

He’s a gifted runner. He’s a good
weapon, but the same mistakes have
been made continuously. He takes
too many sacks and turns the ball
over at a high clip.

The Bears’ passing offense is
ranked toward the bottom of the

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

NFL. Keeping him as the team’s
quarterback of the future is not justi-
fiable at this stage.

That being said, Fields could be
showcasing himself for his new team
and could have a chip on his shoul-
der as he’s never beaten the Packers.

He ran for 59 yards in the first
meeting between the two teams,
but he turned the ball over twice,
including throwing a pick-six to
Quay Walker that essentially ended
the game.

The Bears gave him a new

weapon this offseason, adding former
Carolina Panthers’ wide receiver

DJ Moore in a trade that moved

the Bears eight back eight spots in
April’s draft.

Moore has emerged as the team’s
number one receiver and has gone
over the 1,000-yard mark for the
season.

He was quiet in his first game
against Green Bay, hauling in two
passes for 25 yards.

Cole Kmet is the team’s second
best weapon at this point in the year
and has been a steady target for
Fields in the middle of the field.

The biggest investment that Chi-
cago made on offense this offseason
was in trying to protect Fields.

Darnell Wright has had his ups
and downs in his rookie season.
Teven Jenkins has been in and out of
the lineup. The Bears’ offensive line
is better than it was a season ago but
still has some struggles.

Special teams

Green Bay’s special teams is not
as bad as it was in 2021 when they
were one of the laughingstocks of the
NFL.

Despite the investment both in
their special teams’ coordinator and
roster spots used on specialists, the
Packers have not improved nearly
enough to meet the investment that
they’ve made in their special teams.

They are the most penalized unit
in football and seem to make at least
one major miscue per week.

Anders Carlson will be looking for
a strong finish within the field goal
operation. He has lacked consistency
through the season but could have
some confidence being two weeks
removed from kicking a game-win-
ning field goal against the Carolina
Panthers.

Rich Bisaccia is unlikely to be on
the hot seat after receiving a promo-
tion for 2023, but this unit should be
under a microscope as the season
comes to a close.

The Chicago Bears were 24th in
Rick Gosselin’s special teams rank-
ings in 2022.

Cairo Santos returned for a
second season as the Bears’ kicker
and was recently rewarded with a
contract extension that will keep him
in the Windy City for the next four
seasons.

The return game does not boast
the ghosts of Chicago past like Devin
Hester. Velus Jones and Tyler Scott
have split kick return duties, with
neither having much to boast about.

Trent Taylor has been the team’s
primary punt returner with a long
return of 31 yards.
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KEYS TO THE GAME

Packers' defnese needs to keep
Bears ground game in check

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

Just like the season begins, so it
too shall end. The Green Bay Packers
and Chicago Bears will face off in the
final game of the season at Lambeau
Field.

Green Bay’s season has turned
into what it could have hoped for.
They have to feel good about having
their quarterback of the future. Their
offense has seen growth from all of
their young players.

The defense is another story, and
one that will be revisited whenever
Green Bay’s season officially ends.

The Bears are going to miss the
playoffs again and feel like a fran-
chise at a crossroads. Do they keep
Justin Fields and build around him?
Do they select one of the top quar-
terbacks in the draft with the pick
they’ll receive from Carolina?

Fields is showcasing himself in
this game, whether it is to keep his
job in Chicago or for a new team.
The Bears will be ready. They’ve lost
nine straight games to Green Bay,
and are likely tired of hearing about
those trends.

Here are the keys to the Packers
continuing that streak to finish the
season.

Packers' defense vs. Bears' run game

The Chicago Bears’ strength of
their offense is their ground game.
Khalil Herbert, D’onta Foreman and
Roschon Johnson have all had strong
moments throughout the season.

In addition to their backfield, the
Bears have the legs of Fields at their
disposal. For all the questions about
Fields’ arm, those questions do not
exist about his legs. Fields ran for
1,143 yards a season ago.

He’s not going to go over 1,000
yards this year, but is the team’s
leading rusher with more than 600
yards gained on the ground.

He’s as dynamic as any quarter-
back when he takes off to run. He ran
for 59 yards the last time these two
teams met.

The Packers’ run defense has been
dreadful again in 2023. They made
changes in personnel but are still
near the bottom of the league.

The Packers' defense needs to rein in the Chicago Bears’ run game, like they did with Minnesota's Ty Chandler (32). Chandler picked up 40 yards on the
ground, and all Minnesota rushers gained only 67 yards The Chicago Bears' strength of their offense is their ground game. Khalil Herbert, D'onta Foreman
and Roschon Johnson have all had strong moments throughout the season. In addition to their backfield, the Bears have the legs of Fields at their disposal.

They’ve given up more than 200
yards rushing four times this year.

This offseason, the Packers jet-
tisoned Dean Lowry and Jarran Reed
to give more snaps to Devonte Wy-
att, T.J. Slaton, and two late-round
draft picks Colby Wooden and Karl
Brooks.

It hasn’t mattered.

The Packers are still one of the
worst defenses in football against the
run. Chicago wants to run the ball.

Slowing down this ground game
and making Fields beat them with
his arm is one of the biggest keys to
Green Bay winning this game.

Jordan Love vs. Montez Sweat
The first time these two teams

met, Jordan Love was essentially
playing 7-on-7. He sat in the pocket,
scanned the field and found open
receivers.

He threw three touchdown
passes on the day and reminded all
of Chicago that just because the old
quarterback was gone, it does not
mean things were going to change
anytime soon.

The Bears’ pass rush, which was
bad in 2022, was not good to start
2023.

They’ve made a big acquisition at
the trade deadline that has changed
the equation. Montez Sweat was sent
to Chicago for a second-round pick,
and he has been a menace since ar-
riving in Chicago.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Sweat is a dynamic pass rusher
that Chicago did not have the first
time these two teams met. Zach Tom
and Rasheed Walker have been solid
down the stretch of the season, but
Sweat is the type of pass rusher that
can wreck a game.

If Love and the rest of the offense
can keep him off balance, they’ll
should be able to navigate Chicago’s
secondary.

Packer's young receivers

vs. Bears' secondary

Speaking of that secondary for
Chicago, the Bears have a budding
star in Jaylon Johnson. He has been
excellent in a contract season for
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Bo Melton (80) caught
six passes for 105
yards and a touchdown
against the Vikings. He
and the other young
Green Bay receivers
have to make some
plays against an im-
proving Chicago sec-
ondary.

GREG MELLIS |
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

him. The Bears have yet to
reward him with a contract
extension, but he’s as capable
of stepping up to cover a
team’s top receiver as any
corner in football.

Perhaps the good news
for Green Bay is that they
don’t really have a true go-to
receiver. Dontayvion Wicks,
Romeo Doubs, Jayden Reed
and Christian Watson have
all had their time in the sun
as the team’s top wideout in
2023.

The reality is that Green

Bay’s offense does not move
the ball on the ground.
They’ve relied on Love’s arm
more than they likely would
have wanted to in his first
season as the team’s starting
quarterback.

Conversely, Chicago’s
run defense has been stout.
They’re second behind San
Francisco in total yardage
given up on the ground and
third in opponent yards per
carry.

The Packers did not run
the ball all that well the first

time these two teams met,

either. Aaron Jones ran for 41
yards on nine carries and was
the leading rusher on the day.

Green Bay’s run game
hasn’t gotten much better
since then, and Chicago’s
run defense has. That means
they will likely have to move
the ball through the air with
Love and his young receiving
corps.

It’ll be up to one of their
young guys to make some
plays against an improving
secondary.

THE VITALS

GREEN BAY PACKERS VS. CHICAGO
BEARS
TIME AND DATE: 3:25 p.m. Sunday,
Jan.7
LOCATION: Lambeau Field
TV: Fox
RADIO: Flagship WRNW-FM Milwaukee
- 97.3; Packers Radio Network
2023 RECORDS: Packers, 8-8. Bears
79.
HISTORY: The NFL's oldest rivalry in
the history of the NFL dates back to
1921. The Packers lead the all-time series
106-95-6.
The Packers have won the last nine
games against the Bears, including a 38-
20 victory at Soldier Field in the season
opener this year. The last time the
Packers and Bears faced off at Lambeau
Field, Green Bay won 27-10 on Sunday
Night Football.
Matt LaFleur is a perfect 9-0 against
Chicago.
COACHES: Packers - Matt LaFleur (fifth
season, 55-27). Bears - Matt Eberflus
(second season, 10-23)

PACKERS SCHEDULE
Sept. 10 at Chicago W 38-20
Sept. 17 at Atlanta L 25-24
Sept. 24 vs. New Orleans Noon W 18-17
Sept. 28 vs. Detroit 7115 p.m. L 34-20
Oct. 9 at Las Vegas 715 p.m. L1713

Oct. 15 BYE
Oct. 22 at Denver 3:25 p.m. L19-17
Oct. 29 vs. Minnesota Noon L 24-10
Nov. 5 vs. LA Rams W 20-3
Nov. 12 at Pittsburgh L 23-19
Nov. 19 vs. LA Chargers W 23-20
Nov. 23 at Detroit W 29-22
Dec. 3 vs. Kansas City W 2719
Dec. 11 at NY Giants 7:15 p.m. L 24-22
Dec. 17 vs. Tampa Bay L 34-20
Dec. 24 at Carolina W 33-30
Dec. 31 at Minnesota W 33-10
Jan. 7 vs. Chicago, FOX

NFL SCHEDULE
Saturday, Jan. 6
Steelers at Ravens, 3:30 p.m.
Texans at Colts, 715 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 7
Jaguars at Titans, Noon
Vikings at Lions, Noon
Falcons at Saints, Noon
Jets at Patriots, Noon
Buccaneers at Panthers, Noon
Browns at Bengals, Noon
Bears at Packers, 3:25 p.m.
Cowboys at Commanders, 3:25 p.m.
Broncos at Raiders, 3:25 p.m.
Eagles at Giants, 3:25 p.m.
Seahawks at Cardinals, 3:25 p.m.
Rams at 49ers, 3:25 p.m.
Chiefs at Chargers, 3:25 p.m.
Bills at Dolphins, 7:20 p.m.

While you are here, try all our

Twigs Flavors

Antiques - Vintage Collectibles

« Pop-Culture - Repurposed Items

701 S. Main Street - Shawano- (715) 853-8722 mes
Open Tuesday-Sunday 10am-5pm =3 = IRAGE

Mondays 1 pm'spm 920 S. Franklin St. Shawano 715-526-5031
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reen Bay finds itself in a familiar position

By LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

For the second straight season, the
Green Bay Packers find themselves
in a win-and-in situation against a
division rival who is mathematically
eliminated from the playoffs.

This time though, Green Bay hosts
the Chicago Bears, rather than the
Detroit Lions, which defeated the
Packers and crushed their playoff
dreams last season.

“We understand what we have in
front of us, and it really means noth-
ing unless we take care of business
next week in Lambeau,” said Packers
head coach Matt LaFleur, after the
Week 17 victory over the Minnesota
Vikings. “We were in a similar situ-
ation a year ago and couldn’t get it
done, so we know it is going to be a
tremendous challenge.”

While the circumstances are
eerily similar, many things about
the 2023-24 Green Bay Packers are
different compared to the 2022-23
Green Bay Packers.

First of all, there is a different

quarterback attempting to lead the
team to the Super Bowl. While the
team is in the same spot as it was last
year, there seems to be a different
aura surrounding this year’s team. All
of last season, the Packers were ex-
pected to make the playoffs, as every-
one knew what Aaron Rodgers could
do on a football field. This season
though, that feeling changed. Nobody
knew what Jordan Love could do on
a football field.

All season, it really seemed like
the Packers were a team that could
maybe win some games, but once
again did not have expectations.
While every team’s goal is to win
a Super Bowl, this Packers’ season
was really to see what Love could
do. Yes, there is still a lot of work to
do, but the question on if Love can
actually be the starting quarterback
of the Green Bay, seems to somewhat
be answered. Instead of this being
a “let’s see what we have” season, it
has quickly turned into a “win-and-
we-are-in” season.

That really started to become a re-
ality on Christmas Eve. After Green
Bay lost to the Tampa Bay Bucca-

neers, its last hope was really to win
the remainder of its games to make
the playoffs, with a little help from
other teams. But, as fate would have
it and just like the previous season,
the teams that needed to lose lost
and Green Bay beat who it needed
to beat to set themselves up with a
prime opportunity.

Along with Love having ques-
tion marks surrounding himself, the
offense as a whole had those same
question marks. General man-
ager Brian Gutekunst assembled the
youngest offense in the NFL this
season and with injuries surrounding
Christian Watson and inconsistency
surrounding Romeo Doubs, fans
were wondering who would be the
player that could break out on the
Packers.

“Even though we had a lot of
young guys coming into the start of
the season, you could just see how
many playmakers we had on offense
and how deep our skill positions
were,” said Love, reflecting on train-
ing camp. “I was excited about it,
so that is exactly why I said that the
sky’s the limit. We had no expecta-

tions, and the main thing is that we
continue to work every day and find
ways to improve.”

Players like Jayden Reed, Tucker
Kraft, Bo Melton and Love were not
playing for the team last year, and it
has become increasingly obvious that
they have become the go-to guys in
this offense. With help from Aaron
Jones, Dontayvion Wicks and Malik
Heath, this Green Bay team certainly
looks like it has a better opportunity
to make the playoffs than the team
last year.

Much like last season, a Green
Bay Packers season that looked like
it was doomed in the middle of the
season has all of a sudden turned
into basically a playoff game in Week
18. This season’s team has already
exceeded expectations, but if it can
beat Chicago on Sunday, the 2023-24
season may go down as one of the
most memorable in Packers’ history.

“We know that it is going to be
a great challenge. We know that we
are going to get (the Bears) best shot,
and I am sure that they would love
nothing more than to knock us out of
the playoffs,” said LaFleur.
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GREEN BAY

Player

Jaire Alexander
Zayne Anderson
Corey Ballentine
Karl Brooks
De'Vondre Campbell
Anders Carlson
Kenny Clark
Sean Clifford
Brenton Cox Jr.
Josiah Deguara
AJ Dillon

Romeo Doubs
Kingsley Enagbare
Rudy Ford
Rashan Gary
Malik Heath
Elgton Jenkins
Anthony Johnson Jr.
Aaron Jones
Caleb Jones
Tucker Kraft
David Long Jr.
Jordan Love
Isaiah McDuffie
Bo Melton

Josh Myers
Royce Newman
Yosh Nijman
Keisean Nixon
Matt Orzech
Jonathan Owens
Jayden Reed
Sean Rhyan
Robert Rochell
Jon Runyan
Benny Sapp Il
Darnell Savage
Ben Sims

T.J. Slaton
Preston Smith
Patrick Taylor
Zach Tom
Carrington Valentine
Lukas Van Ness
Quay Walker
Rasheed Walker
Christian Watson
Kristian Welch
Daniel Whelan
Dontayvion Wicks
Eric Wilson
Colby Wooden
Devonte Wyatt
Reserve/Injured
David Bakhtiari
Tyler Davis

Luke Musgrave
Eric Stokes

Luke Tenuta
Samori Toure
Emanuel Wilson

#

23
39
35
94
59
17
97
8

57
81
28
87
55
20
52
18
74
36
33
72
85
30
10
58
80
N

70
73
25
42
34
n

75
22
76
48
26
89
93
91
27
50
37
90
7

63
9

54
19
13
45
96
95

69
84
88
21
78
83
31

Pos
CB
S
CB
DL
LB
K
DL
QB
LB
TE
RB
WR
LB
S
LB
WR
G/T
S
RB
T
TE
CB
QB
LB
WR
C/G
G/T

(B
LS

WR

v o

TE
DL
LB
RB
oL
(B
LB
LB

WR
LB

WR
LB
DL
DL

TE
TE
CB

WR
RB

PACKE

5-10
6-2
51
6-3
6-4
6-5
6-3
6-2
6-4
6-2
6-0
6-2
6-4
6-0
6-5
6-2
6-5
6-0
59
6-9
6-5
51
6-4
6-1
51
6-5
6-5
67
5-10
63
5
5
6-5
6-0
6-4
5
5

51

196
206
196
296
232
219
314
218
250
238
247
204
258
210
277
213
3M

205
208
370
259
196
219
227
189
310
310
314
200
245
210
187
321

193
307
200
198
250
330
265
217
304
189
272
24
324
208
240
216
206
230
273
304

310
252
253
194
314
191
226

RS

Age
26
26
27
23
30
25
28
25
23
26
25
23
23
29
26
23
28
24
29
24
23
25
25
24
24
25
26
28
26
28
28
23
23
25
26
23
26
23
26
31
25
24
22
22
23
23
24
25
24
22
29
23
25

32
26
23
24
24
25
24

Exp
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College
Louisville
BYU
Washburn
Bowling Green
Minnesota
Auburn
UCLA
Penn State
Florida
Cincinnati
Boston College
Nevada
South Carolina
Auburn
Michigan
Mississippi
Mississippi State
lowa State
Texas-El Paso
Indiana
South Dakota State
Michigan
Utah State
Boston College
Rutgers
Ohio State
Mississippi
Virginia Tech
South Carolina
Azusa Pacific
Missouri Western
Michigan State
UCLA
Central Arkansas
Michigan
Northern lowa
Maryland
Baylor
Florida
Mississippi State
Memphis
Wake Forest
Kentucky
lowa
Georgia
Penn State
North Dakota State
lowa
UC Davis
Virginia
Cincinnati
Auburn
Georgia

Colorado
Georgia Tech
Oregon State

Georgia
Virginia Tech

Nebraska

Fort Valley State Univ.

CHICAG

Player

Tyson Bagent
Andrew Billings
Josh Blackwell
Khari Blasingame
Larry Borom
Jaquan Brisker
Ja'Tyre Carter
Dylan Cole

Nate Davis
Gervon Dexter Sr.
Tremaine Edmunds
T.J. Edwards

Dan Feeney
Justin Fields
D'Onta Foreman
DeMarquis Gates
Trenton Gill

Kyler Gordon
Rasheem Green
Khalil Herbert
Elijah Hicks
Travis Homer
Eddie Jackson
Teven Jenkins
Jaylon Johnson
Quindell Johnson
Roschon Johnson
Braxton Jones
Jaylon Jones
Justin Jones
Velus Jones Jr.
Cole Kmet
Marcedes Lewis
Darnell Mooney
DJ Moore

Lucas Patrick
Nathan Peterman
Zacch Pickens
Dominique Robinson
Jack Sanborn
Cairo Santos
Patrick Scales
Tyler Scott

Noah Sewell
Terell Smith
Equanimeous St. Brown
Tyrique Stevenson
Montez Sweat
Trent Taylor
Robert Tonyan
DeMarcus Walker
Cody Whitehair
Darnell Wright
Reserve/Injured
Yannick Ngakoue

#
7
97
39
35
75
9
69
55
64
99
49
53
67
1
2
k!
16
6
94
24
2
20
4
76
3
2
23
70
3
%3
12
85
84
1
2
62
14
96
90
57
8
48
B
44
R
19
29
98
15
18
95
65
58

9

BEARS

Pos
QB
DL
DB
FB
oL
DB
oL
LB
oL
DL
LB
LB
oL
QB
RB
LB
P
DB
DL
RB
DB
RB
DB
oL
DB
DB
RB
oL
DB
DL
WR
TE
TE
WR
WR
oL
QB
DL
DL
LB
K
LS
WR
LB
DB
WR
DB
DL
WR
TE
DL
oL
oL

DL

HT
63
6-1
511
6-0
6-5
6-1
63
6-0
6-3
6-6
6-5
6-1
6-4
6-3
6-0
6-2
6-4
6-0
6-4
59
511
5-10
6-0
6-6
6-0
6-2
6-0
6-5
511
6-3
6-0
6-6
6-6
511
5-11
6-3
6-2
6-4
6-5
6-2
5-8
6-3
51
6-2
6-0
6-5
6-0
6-6
5-8
6-5
6-4
6-3
6-6

6-2

Wt
213
3N
180
233
333
200
3M
240
316
312
250
242
310
228
235
221
219
200
279
212
200
202
206
321
196
208
225
310
190
309
200
260
265
173
210
313
225
300
253
234
175
226
185
253
207
214
204
262
178
240
280
316
333

246

Age
23
28
24
27
24
24
24
29
27
2
25

29
24

27
25
24
26
25
24
25
30
25
24

22
24
26
27
26
24

26
26
30

23
25
23
32
35
22
21
24
27
23

29
29

31
22

28

Xp

Wm\lc\c\U1Wc\zWWGJ\ONI\JW\l\lc\ho_'obNO\NNWW-l>W\lmeO\NN—‘mw\lmO\WUﬂ\INNWCﬂN\IW

College
Shepherd
Baylor
Duke
Vanderbilt
Missouri
Penn State
Southern
Missouri State
Charlotte
Florida
Virginia Tech
Wisconsin
Indiana
Ohio State
Texas
Mississippi
N.C. State
Washington
(1N
Virginia Tech
California
Miami
Alabama
Oklahoma State
Utah
Memphis
Texas
Southern Utah
Mississippi
North Carolina State
Tennessee
Notre Dame
UCLA
Tulane
Maryland
Duke
Pittsburgh
South Carolina
Miami (Ohio)
Wisconsin
Tulane
Utah State
Cincinnati
Oregon
Minnesota
Notre Dame
Miami
Mississippi State
Louisiana Tech
Indiana State
Florida State
Kansas State
Tennessee

Maryland
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Guard Sean Rhyan (75) blocks against a rush of Vikings players during the New Year's Eve contest in

Minnesota. Rhyan is sharing his duties with Jon Runyan Jr.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Rhyan shares duties,
concentrates on one
game at a time

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

Guard Sean Rhyan was drafted by
the Green Bay Packers in the third
round in 2002 after playing his col-
lege ball at UCLA.

Rhyan was named a starter at
offensive tackle for the Bruins going
into his freshman season. He started
all 12 of UCLA’s games and was
named a Freshman All-American by
the Football Writers Association of
America and USA Today.

He saw his first NFL action on
Nov. 6, 2022, playing a single special
teams snap in a Week 9 loss to the
Detroit Lions. On Nov 25, Rhyan was
suspended six games for violating
the league’s substance abuse policy,
effectively ending his season.

You played a lot against the
Panthers. How’d it go?

Good, good. I had a couple
mistakes here and there, but I guess
mistakes are part of the game - little
silly ones - but it’s definitely good
playing the game, having a good
amount of snaps, being able to feel
the flow of the game a little bit more.
It was good.

What’s this been like?

It’s been good. You know, I think
each week just kind of focusing on
getting 1% better, focusing on one
thing each week, and then just try-
ing to be there and do what’s best
and help the team. Whether that be
stepping in here or there or, when I
do get my opportunities, to make the
most of them.

Irealize you’re playing on
Sunday to win Sunday’s game, but
big picture?

Yeah, you know, my grandma
used to say if you look too far in the
future, you're never going to see
what’s in front of you. So, I'm just go-
ing week to week, day to day. I'm not
trying to think too far in the future.
As a team, too, we’re just trying to
go 1-0, focus on this week. What the
future holds, I don’t know. But all
I know is this week we’ve got the
Vikings, and I'm excited to get after
them a little bit.

No thinking about being a
starter next year?

Yeah, obviously, thinking in the
future, yeah, it’d be nice to be a

starter, but, you know, as things are
right now, me and Johnny (Runyan)
are rotating and I think it’s given us
an edge.

During the game, we were playing
Derrick Brown, and I went in there
for the second series and he goes,
‘Man, why do you guys keep switch-
ing guards? I can’t get used to any of
you.” I go, ‘Oh, well, perfect.’

So, it’s great. Obviously, starting
is everyone’s goal. Their first goal in
the NFL, I think, is to get into that
starting role. So, obviously, my eyes
are set on that, but this year I think,
right now, rotating I think is helping
us a little bit, but it’s enough to kind
of keep us going in the right direc-
tion.

Brown'’s a hell of a player too.
He’s never been a Pro Bowl guy,
but he’s right there.

I mean, he’s a hell of a player. It’s
kind of surprising to me why he isn’t.
I don’t really know how any of it
works, but I have heard like records
come into play, but that guy’s a real
good player. Plays hard, big old boy,
strong. It was fun playing against
him. Everyone’s good in the league,
but I like it when we get in the
film room and we go, ‘Hey, we got
Derrick Brown. This guy’s a good
player.” I was like, ‘Well, if he’s such
a good player, let’s get after him and
see what we can do.’

Is that a measuring stick for
you, or have you played enough
ball in your life that measuring
sticks aren’t your thing?

Well, let’s see here, this will be
my ninth season playing football. So,
when I do get those guys, it’s like, I
don’t look at it as a bad thing, I look
at it as a good thing. This guy is one
of the best in the league, and I get to
go against him, I can’t ask for any-
thing more. Just because if you do ...
when I do well against those players,
it’s a little bit of a confidence boost
in a way.

I'm doing the right things, treating
myself the right way and doing all
that. So, it’s kind of almost a reassur-
ance thing. It’s not like I'm scared
or, ‘Oh, snap,” you know? We got
whoever’s in front of us. It’s the NFL.
You know, I'm striving to kind of try
to become one of those guys. So, it’s
fun. It’s a journey I like to take.”
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