
BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

After a year-long wait, Green 
Bay Packers quarterback Jordan 
Love finally received a tXrkey leg 
after beating the Miami Dolphins 
on Thanksgiving Day, 30-17.

Love was neglected of receiv-
ing the traditional cooked bird 
after Green Bay’s dominant 
victory over the Detroit Lions 
last Thanksgiving. In Thurs-
day’s game against the Miami 
Dolphins, it looked as though 
Love really wanted a redo on the 
tradition.

He did so by completing 
21-of-28 passes for 274 yards 
and two touchdowns. For the 
third straight week, Love did 
not throw an interception, 
after starting the season with 10 
straight games throwing one.

“It was special,” said Love 
with a smile, talking about re-
ceiving the turkey leg. “Obvious-
ly the joke is not getting a turkey 
leg last year. So to be able to 
come in here, get the win and get 
the turkey leg after – it was very 
delicious and it is something to 
celebrate.”

Not only was Love looking 
for the turkey, but his teammates 
were seemingly playing for 
him to win it as well. Tight end 
TXcker .raft, who finished the 
game with 78 yards on six recep-

tions, said it was nice to see Love 
receive what he deserved after 
missing out on it last season.

“That was the one thing that 
was the most important to me 
was making sure that Jordan got 
his leg,” said Kraft.

Jayden Reed was the recipi-
ent of both of Love’s touchdown 
passes, as he finished the game 
with 24 yards on three recep-
tions. Christian Watson regis-
tered 67 yards on two receptions, 
while Dontayvion Wicks record-
ed 30 yards on four receptions.

As for the run game, Josh 
Jacobs continued his stellar 
first season in Green Bay, as the 
former Las Vegas Raider to-

taled 43 rushing yards and one 
touchdown. Chris Brooks ran for 
28 yards, while Emanuel Wilson 
added 20 yards on the ground 
to help round out Green Bay’s 
three-headed rushing attack.

“We have so many weapons 
on this team,” said Jacobs. “We 
are so deep at every position, 
and on any given play, it can be 
something special if we all can 

do the right thing. It has been 
fun; it has been fun playing for a 
team like that.”

On top of Green Bay’s strong 
offensive performance, the de-
fense registered yet another solid 
showing. With Miami’s explo-
sive offense looking strong and 
healthy over the past few weeks, 
Green Bay held its opponent to 
just 17 points. This comes after 

the Dolphins scored 34 points in 
each of the last two games.

Forced to pass for the ma-
jority of the game, Dolphins 
quarterback Tua Tagovailoa 
completed 37-of-46 passes for 
365 yards and two touchdowns. 
Defenders Quay Walker, King-
sley Enagbare, Lukas Van Ness, 
Brenton Cox Jr. and Kenny Clark 
each recorded a sack.
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Packers win on Thanksgiving Day in back-to-back years
A DELICIOUS THANKSGIVING STUFFING

The 2023 post-Thanksgiving Day cover of Green & Gold 
highlights the a Fox Sports mistake in not having a turkey 
leg for Packers QB Jordan Love. NBC made sure Love had 
a turkey leg after the Packers win over the Dolphins this 
year.

After not getting a turkey leg despite a Thanksgiving Day win in 2023, Green Bay Packers quarterback Jordan Love, left, made sure he got his in 2024 following the Packers 30-17 win over the Miami 
Dolphins. Joining Love in the celebration are Josh Jacobs (8) and Isaiah McDuffie (58).       GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

 Miami Dolphins rookie Malik Washington muffed a punt early in the first quarter that was recovered by Green Bay inside the Dolphins’ 10-
yard line and led to a quick Packers touchdown.        GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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GREEN BAY PACKERS AT DETROIT LIONS

KEYS TO THE GAME

715-524-2581

TIME AND DATE: 7:15 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 5

LOCATION: Ford Field
TV: Amazon Prime, WGBA-TV 

NBC 26 Green Bay
RADIO: Flagship WRNW-FM 

Milwaukee — 97.3; Packers Radio 
Network includes WIXX-FM Green 
Bay — 101.1, WRLO-FM Antigo — 
105.3, WLST-FM Marinette — 95.1, and 
WSAU Wausau — 550 AM and 95.1 FM

2024 RECORDS: Packers 9-3, 
Lions 11-1.

HISTORY: The Lions and Packers 
have been locking horns since the 
1930s.

The Packers lead the all-time 
series 106-77-7.

Their last matchup between these 
two teams came at Lambeau Field, 
where the Lions made a statement, 
winning 24-14. Jordan Love threw an 
interception that was returned for a 
touchdown, and the Lions’ offense 

was incredibly efficient on the day, 
completing their first 11 passes on 
the day.

The last time these two teams 
met at Ford Field, it was the Packers 
making a statement of their own that 
they had arrived.

Love found Christian Watson for a 
big play on the first play of the game. 
Rashan Gary had three sacks and a 
forced fumble.

Jonathan Owens returned a 
fumble for a touchdown, and the Pack-
ers won 29-22.

COACHES: Packers – Matt LaF-
leur, fifth season, 65-30. Lions – Dan 
Campbell, fourth season, 35-27-1.

PACKERS SCHEDULE
Friday, Sept. 6 at Philadelphia, L 

29-34
Sunday, Sept. 15 vs. Indianapolis 

Noon W 16-10
Sunday, Sept. 22 at Tennessee 

Noon W 30-14
Sunday, Sept. 29 vs. Minnesota 

Noon L 29-31
Sunday, Oct. 6 at LA Rams 3:25 

p.m. W 24-19
Sunday, Oct. 13 vs. Arizona Noon 

W 34-13
Sunday, Oct. 20 vs. Houston W 

24-22
Sunday, Oct. 27 at Jacksonville 

W 30-27
Sunday, Nov. 3 vs. Detroit 3:25 

p.m. L 14-24
Week 10 BYE
Sunday, Nov. 17 at Chicago Noon 

W 20-19
Sunday, Nov. 24 vs. San Francisco 

W 38-10
Thursday, Nov. 28 vs. Miami W 

30-17
Thursday, Dec. 5 at Detroit 7:15 

p.m. Amazon Prime
Sunday, Dec. 15 at Seattle 7:20 

p.m. NBC

Monday, Dec. 23 vs. New Orleans 
7:15 p.m. ESPN

Sunday, Dec. 29, at Minnesota 
Noon FOX

Week 18 vs. Chicago TBD

NFL SCHEDULE
Thursday, Dec. 5
Green Bay at Detroit, 7:15 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 8
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, Noon
New Orleans at NY Giants, Noon
NY Jets at Miami, Noon
Jacksonville at Tennessee, Noon
Atlanta at Minnesota, Noon
Carolina at Philadelphia, Noon
Las Vegas at Tampa Bay, Noon
Seattle at Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Chicago at San Francisco, 3:25 p.m.
Buffalo at LA Rams, 3:25 p.m.
LA Chargers at Kansas City, 7:20 

p.m.
Monday, Dec. 9
Cincinnati at Dallas, 7:15 p.m.

Win needed to break Lions’ lock on division
By JACOB 

WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

The calendar has turned 
to December, and the 
Green Bay Packers are 
coming off a strong month 
of November.

After starting with a loss 
to the Detroit Lions, the 
Packers won their next two 
games against Chicago and 
San Francisco.

They finished off with 
a win over the Miami Dol-
phins, leading them into 
what is a massive game at 
Ford Field against Detroit.

The last time these two 
teams met, the Lions won 
in dominant fashion.

Jordan Love threw an 

interception to Kerby Jo-
seph, which was returned 
to a touchdown just before 
halftime.

The Lions led by as 
many as 21 points, and the 
Packers were largely not 
competitive.

There has been no hang-
over from last year’s loss 
in the NFC Championship 
Game. The Lions look like 
the most dominant team in 
the NFL.

They’re 11-1 and have 
not lost since September.

The Packers are going 
to need to play their best 
game to knock them off, 
and have any chance at 
winning the NFC North.

Here are the keys to do-
ing just that.

Packers’ run defense 
vs. Lions’ backfield

Jahmyr Gibbs and David 
Montgomery form one 
of the best thunder and 
lightning backfield combi-
nations in all of football.

Gibbs is the lightning 
version of that and certain-
ly lives up to the phrasing 
of lightning in a bottle.

Montgomery is the 
workhorse. His numbers 
may not be gaudy, but 
he’s been a perfect fit for 
Detroit’s physical offensive 
identity.

Those two, however, 
have been given a different 
nickname for their back-
field. Gibbs is referred to as 
Sonic, while Montgomery 
goes by Knuckles.

It makes sense, given 
their identity running 
through these two men.

The first time these two 
teams faced off, Montgom-
ery and Gibbs each scored 
a touchdown. Gibbs looked 
like he was moving at a dif-
ferent speed than most of 

the players on the field. He 
is as dynamic as it gets out 
of the backfield.

Green Bay’s run defense 
has been up and down for 
most of the year.

They did, however, slow 
down Christian McCaf-
fery and a powerful 49er 
run game that has typically 
tormented them in year’s 
past.

Whether that was a by-
product of Brandon Allen 
starting or not is up to you 
to decide, but that has not 
mattered in years past.

Detroit is able to stay 
balanced. Jared Goff is 
efficient and able to make 
plays with his arm. He’s not 
simply a game manager for 
this Lions offense. They do, 
however, run everything 
through their run game.

The Packers need to 
slow that down.

Turnovers
One of the biggest rea-

sons Green Bay was blown 
out by the Lions in early 
November was that they 

were sloppy.
That included six drops, 

but most importantly, a big 
turnover from Love.

Love has taken better 
care of the ball coming out 
of the bye week.

He did not throw an in-
terception against Chicago, 
San Francisco or Miami. 
The Packers, perhaps not 
coincidentally, won all 
three games.

Love’s interception by 
Joseph was returned for a 
touchdown and gave the 
Lions a commanding lead 
at halftime.

With the conditions, 
and overall health of Love’s 
knee at the time, the Pack-
ers were all but buried at 
that point.

The Lions did recently 
overcome a game where 
Goff threw five intercep-
tions. That’s proof of how 
good the Lions are but also 
proof that there is a crack 
in that armor.

You can take the ball 
away from Goff and this 

Lions’ offense.
Green Bay has not taken 

the ball away as often since 
the calendar turned to 
November.

They’ll need to make 
sure that they take care of 
the ball on offense, while 
being opportunistic on the 
other side of the ball.

Packers vs Lions’ sec-
ond half defense

Aaron Glenn and the 
Detroit defensive staff 
have done an excellent job 
at making adjustments at 
halftime to slow down their 
opponents.

Green Bay’s offense 
scored 21 points against 
San Francisco in their first 
game after the bye.

They have their mo-
ments where they are 
incredibly effective.

They also do a good job 
of getting in their own way 
at times.

Limiting mistakes is cru-
cial, as every point matters 
in these big games against 
divisional opponents.
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BRUTAL ATTACK KEYS THE CHECK-DOWN GAME
LAFLEUR HAPPY WITH JACBOS, KRAFT FIGHTING FOR EXTTRA YARDAGE

Green Bay Packers coach Matt LaFleur said having check-down options in the passing game opens up a lot for the team. He specifically pointed to Josh Jacobs (8) and Tucker Kraft (85). “Both those guys  are so physical 
and they’re tough to bring down, and when you do bring them down you feel them,” he said. “Tuck (Tucker Kraft) is an animal and I think we all, I think you’d all agree with that. Both him and Josh (Jacobs), and it’s not just 
those two guys. I think really, I just love the mentality of our football team. Our guys, they strain for one another. They fight. They block. They try to inflict pain, which, as a coach, you love to see.”

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 30 VS. MIAMI 17

WEEK 13/OFFENSE
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IMPROVING, BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS

Linebacker Quay Walker (7) posted two tackles for a loss for the second straight game, the first time in his career that he has posted multiple tackles for a loss in back-to-back games. Coach Matt LaFleur said Walker has 
been playing his best ball the last two games.“Collectively, our linebackers are playing pretty well right now, and you saw not only in the run game with Quay, but we’re bringing him on blitzes, and he’s extremely effective 
at setting some picks and then getting some pressure on the quarterback himself,” LaFleur said. “He’s a really talented football player and I think his best ball is in front of him.”

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 30 VS. MIAMI 17

WEEK 13/DEFENSE
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2     Malik Willis.....................QB
7     Quay Walker....................LB
8     Josh Jacobs......................RB
9     Christian Watson.........WR
10    Jordan Love....................QB
11    Jayden Reed...................WR
13    Dontayvion Wicks.......WR
17    Brandon Mcmanus...........K
18    Malik Heath..................WR
19    Daniel Whelan..................P
20    Javon Bullard....................S
21     Eric Stokes......................CB
22    Robert Rochell...............CB
23    Jaire Alexander..............CB
24    Carrington Valentine...CB
25    Keisean Nixon................CB
26    Corey Ballentine............CB
27    Kitan Oladapo...................S

29    Xavier McKinney..............S
30    Chris Brooks...................RB
31    Emanuel Wilson.............RB
33    Evan Williams...................S
39    Zayne Anderson...............S
42    Matt Orzech...................LS
45    Eric Wilson.....................LB
50    Zach Tom.......................OL
52    Rashan Gary...................DL
53    Arron Mosby..................DL
55    Kingsley Enagbare........DL
56    Edgerrin Cooper.............LB
57    Brenton Cox Jr................DL
58    Isaiah McDuffie.............LB
59    Ty’Ron Hopper................LB
62    Jacob Monk.................C/G
63    Rasheed Walker...............T
71    Josh Myers...................C/G

73    Andre Dillard....................T
74    Elgton Jenkins.............G/T
75    Sean Rhyan.......................G
76    Kadeem Telfort.................T
79    Travis Glover.....................T
80    Bo Melton.....................WR
85    Tucker Kraft....................TE
86    John FitzPatrick.............TE
87    Romeo Doubs..............WR
89   Ben Sims...........................TE
90    Lukas Van Ness.............DL
93    T.J. Slaton.......................DL
94    Karl Brooks.....................DL
95    Devonte Wyatt..............DL
96    Colby Wooden..............DL
97    Kenny Clark....................DL

GREEN BAY 
PACKERS

0     Terrion Arnold................CB
2     Hendon Hooker..............QB
3     Jack Fox...............................P
4     Emmanuel Moseley.......CB
5     David Montgomery........RB
8     Allen Robinson..............WR
9     Jameson Williams........WR
10    Kwon Alexander.............LB
12    Brandon Joseph.................S
13    Craig Reynolds................RB
14    Amon-Ra St. Brown.....WR
16    Jared Goff.......................QB
17    Tim Patrick....................WR
21    Amik Robertson.............CB
23    Carlton Davis.................CB
24    Loren Strickland...............S
26    Jahmyr Gibbs.................RB
29    Kinlde Vildor..................CB

30    Khalil Dorsey.................CB
31    Kerby Joseph.....................S
32    Brian Branch..................DB
33    Sione Vaki.......................RB
39    Jake Bates.........................K
43    David Long Jr..................LB
46    Jack Campbell................LB
47    Ezekiel Turner.................LB
49    Hogan Hatten.................LS
51    Ben Niemann...................LB
53    Trevor Nowaske.............LB
54    Alim McNeill.................DL
58    Penei Sewell......................T
59    Giovanni Manu..............OL
60    Graham Glasgow..........OL
62    Michael Niese...............OL
66    Myles Adams................DL
68    Taylor Decker....................T

69    Al-Quadin
Muhammad............................DL
70    Dan Skipper.......................T
71    Kevin Zeitler......................G
73    Christian Mahogany.....OL
74    Kayode Awosika..............G
75    Colby Sorsdal.................OL
77    Frank Ragnow...................C
78    Jonah Williams..............DL
84    Shane Zylstra.................TE
87    Sam LaPorta...................TE
89    Brock Wright..................TE
91    Levi Onwuzurike............DL
93    Josh Paschal...................DL
95    Pat O’Connor.................DL
96    Brodric Martin...............DL
98    DJ Reader.......................DL
99    Za’Darius Smith............DL

DETROIT 
LIONS
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RECEIVERS DOING THEIR PART MOVINGTHE CHAINS

The Packers receiving corps is doing it all lately – catching, running and blocking for others. The Packers scored touchdowns on their first three red zone drives on Thanksgiving Day, bringing their streak of consecutive red 
zone drives ending in a TD to nine. That is tied for the third-longest streak by Green Bay over the past 20 seasons behind only streaks of 12 and 10 drives in 2020 (per Elias).      GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

ONWARD AND UPWARD

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 30 VS. MIAMI 17

WEEK 13/OFFENSE
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SHINING IN PRIMETIME
FANS SHOW THEIR LOVE FOR THE PACKERS AT EVERY GAME

Flashes were popping throughout the Packers’ Thanksgiving Day game against Miami. Attendance was 77,599. So far this season, Green Bay is fourth in highest average attendance at 78,040, with only Dallas, the New York 
Jets and New York Giants averaging more fans per game.                   GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 30 VS. MIAMI 17

WEEK 13/FANS
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A LEG UP FOR LOVE
GREEN BAY’S THANKSGIVING WIN FIXES THE TURKEYGATE SCANDAL OF LAST YEAR

Green Bay Packers quarterback Jordan Love enjoys a turkey leg after the team’s 30-17 win over the Miami Dolphins on Thanksgiving Day on NBC. In 2023. Love asked Fox Sports’ Erin Andrews about his turkey leg after the 
Packers defeated the Detroit Lions 29-22. Traditionally, the player or players of the game get a turkey leg or a hunk of turducken after winning an NFL game played on Thanksgiving. John Madden started it in 1989 when 
he gave the first turkey leg to defensive end Reggie White after the Philadelphia Eagles beat the Dallas Cowboys. In 1997, Madden added turducken (a chicken stuffed into a deboned duck stuffed into a deboned turkey) 
to the tradition. When Love asked about the turkey, he was told there was no turkey to eat because the only turkey had been torn apart earlier by announcer Greg Olsen. That was not the case. Fox is always prepared for 
two turkeys on Thanksgiving – one in the booth and one postgame on the field. As it turns out, the turkey they saved for after the game had a Lions logo seared into the turkey as Fox expected Detroit to win, so Fox just 
dumped the tradition.                                        GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

THE MOMENT
PACKERS 30 VS. MIAMI 17

WEEK 13/OFFENSE

Bigger is not always better, but better is how we get bigger. As the smallest media 
covering the NFL’s smallest market, the Leader is proud to have brought top-notch Packers content to the com-

munity for the past 100-plus years. Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races one after another. The same 
can be said for every Green Bay Packers’ football season … and also for the Shawano Leader - the smallest market, 

bringing quality content to the community since 1881.




