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NEWS: The ribeyes 
were sizzling last 
weekend at the 
Tigerton steak fry.
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BOWLER SCHOOL HOSTS ANNUAL POWWOW
Lead dancers Tully Kroening, left, and Jeremy Mohawk Jr., right, help to lead a group of children around the circle as they dance and take part in the Bowler pow-
wow on May 13.  SEE PHOTOS, PAGE 3.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

Marion High School’s Jaden 
Stuhr tosses a perfect game, 
striking out all but one batter. 
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Pitch perfect  
in Marion

Neuske’s wins 
gold award
The Wittenberg business’ 
smoked beef is honored by the 
Specialty Food Association.
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Leopolis native Judd Reminger 
has been a full-time stand-
up comedian for 11 years in 
Milwaukee.
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Standing up  
for big laughs
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The results are in, and Nueske’s 
Applewood Smoked Meats has 
taken home a national award for its 
smoked beef.

The 2022 Specialty Foods As-
sociation’s gold sofi award went to 
Nueske’s for its excellence with its 
smoked beef in the jerky and meat 
snacks category.

“The Specialty Foods Associa-
tion has different categories that 
people can enter food in from all 
around the world,” said Nueske’s 
President and CEO Tanya Nueske. 
“There are quite a few judges who 
go through, taste and judge packag-
ing. It is a days-long, even weeks-
long process.”

After the judging is complete, the 
Specialty Foods Association then 
hands out awards in gold, silver and 
bronze categories, Nueske said.

“It is pretty cool to be recognized 
for that, and I know it makes our 
team proud,” said Nueske.

Nueske said that she and the rest 

of her coworkers were ecstatic to 
win this award.

“There are different people who 
vote on this as well: It could be 
retailers; it could be chefs; it could 
be buyers,” said Nueske. “So to be 
recognized by them as the best in a 
category is huge. We are so proud 
of it.”

She said that the decision to 
enter the beef was made in part to 
showcase different products from 
Nueske’s, other than their already 
famous bacon.

“Our Chief Sales Operator Carl 
Rambo picked some of the things 
that he believed would have done 
well, because he wanted to show-
case them as something different,” 
said Nueske. “We have a really good 
selection of smoked meats. He asked 
me and with this being one of my 
favorite products, I said yes.”

In her mind, Nueske said that if 
people see that they have won this 
award, they will be more inclined to 
try the beef as well as other prod-
ucts.

“There is nothing else like this 
beef,” said Nueske.

She said that the smoked beef can 
be eaten in wraps, on sandwiches, 
in salads or soups or even by itself 
on a charcuterie board. Nueske also 
walked through the process of how 
they make the beef.

“We cure the beef, and then it 
is put into a smokehouse,” said 
Nueske. “Our smoke masters have 
it in there for about two days. It is 
a very smokey product — it is not 
really dry, but not too wet, either. 
It is a perfect balance of smoke and 
flavor.”

While they have won awards in 
the past in addition to the smoked 
beef, Nueske said that they do not 
make products for the purpose of 
winning an award, rather the award 
may come along the way.

“We do not come out with a lot of 
new products per se,” said Nueske. 
“When we do have a new product, 
we enter it on occasion. In the past 
we have won on a new product, 
which was our beef sticks with 
cheddar cheese and jalapeno.”

No stranger to winning, Nueske 
said that the award statues alone are 
enough to garner more interest from 
people who may not know about 
their company.

“We will do the national restau-
rant show and bring the award — 
that intrigues people and they want 
to know how we got the award,” 
said Nueske. “That opens a wealth 
of opportunity for us. The award 
really helps to push the next step of 
people wanting to try and buy the 
product. People know that winning 
this award is pretty tough.”

North Star Mohican Casino Resort 
in Bowler has hired John Phillipp as 
casino general manager as of May 5.

Phillipp has more than 20 years 
of executive-level casino and resort 
experience with major corporations, 
and over 12 years leading tribal prop-
erties around the country. He worked 
for Harrah’s for 23 years, holding 
positions in virtually all casino oper-
ating departments — ranging from 
his first jobs as a room service waiter, 
slots, table games and building up to 
casino management positions includ-
ing CEO, COO, GM and vice presi-

dent of operations/assistant general 
manager.

The announcement said Phillipp 
has a solid record of success driving 
revenue and profitability in virtually 
every position he has held and has ex-
tensive experience with non-gaming 
entities such as marketing, HR, resort 
hotel, golf course and fine dining. He 
also is experienced with master plan-
ning, major project planning, and con-
struction development and execution.

Phillipp holds a BBA and MBA 
from Baker University of Kansas 
and is currently in the dissertation 

phase of a Ph.D. program in Manage-
ment, Leadership and Organizational 
Change at Walden University (cur-
rently on leave). He and his wife have 
three daughters and a yellow lab. 
He says his life is very balanced and 
enjoyable. Phillipp likes to spend time 
with his family, read, golf and collect 
vintage watches.

Owned and operated by the 
Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mo-
hican Indians, North Star Mohican 
Casino Resort celebrates 30 years of 
success with their guests and team 
this month.

Nueske’s takes home  
gold for smoked beef

North Star Casino announces new manager

CEO hopes win will 
get more customers 

to try products
By LUKE REIMER

Reporter
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Visitors welcomed to powwow at Bowler

Children from the Fall River School District join children from the Bowler School District as they dance together during Bowler’s annual powwow on May 13. The powwow is put on through Bowler’s 
Title VI program.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

Head dance leaders from left, Bowler senior Tia Kroening and Bowler sophomore Tully Kroen-
ing lead students in a two step dance during the Bowler pow wow on May 13. It is customary for 
women to ask men to dance during this two step dance. � LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

Lead dancer Jeremy Mohawk Jr. leads children 
and men out during an exhibition draft during 
the Bowler powwow on May 13. Much like Kroe-
ning, Mohawk Jr. was relied upon to help lead 
and teach dances.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

Traditional dancer Carmen Mason leads a 
group of women and children out into the 
middle of the circle for an exhibition dance 
during the Bowler powwow on May 13. 
� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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• Aaron H. Renel, 39, Cecil, was charged 
May 9 with one count of operating a 
vehicle to flee/elude an officer, one count 
of second degree recklessly endangering 
safety, one misdemeanor count of 
resisting or obstructing an officer and 
three misdemeanor counts of bail jumping. 
Judge William Kussel Jr. set a cash bond of 
$10,000 and scheduled a resumed initial 
appearance for May 18.

• Elizabeth A. Bullock, 20, Bonduel, 
was charged May 9 with one count 
of child abuse and one misdemeanor 
count of disorderly conduct. Kussel set a 
signature bond of $2,000 and scheduled a 
preliminary hearing for May 20.

• Samuel B. Bullock, 18, Bonduel, was 
charged May 9 with one count of child 
abuse and two misdemeanor counts of bail 
jumping. Kussel set a cash bond of $500 
and scheduled a preliminary hearing for 
May 20.

• Pean R. Bruette, 21, Shawano, 
was charged May 9 with one count of 
possession of narcotic drugs, one count of 
misappropriating identification information, 
one misdemeanor count of possession of 
cocaine and one misdemeanor count of 
possession of THC. Kussel set a cash bond 
of $500 and scheduled a resumed initial 
appearance for June 7.

• Jeffrey A. Matchopatow, 37, Keshena, 
was charged May 9 with one count of 
substantial battery, one count of first-
degree recklessly endangering safety, 
one misdemeanor count of battery, 
one misdemeanor count of disorderly 
conduct, one misdemeanor count of 
resisting or obstructing an officer and 
eight misdemeanor counts of bail jumping. 
Kussel set a cash bond of $2,500 and 
scheduled a status conference for May 20.

• Gordon Williams, 44, Shawano, 
was charged May 9 with one count of 
operating a vehicle to flee/elude an officer, 
one misdemeanor count of operating 

while intoxicated (second offense), 
one misdemeanor count of operating 
while revoked (fourth offense) and two 
misdemeanor counts of bail jumping. 
Kussel set a cash bond of $10,000 and 
scheduled a status conference for June 1.

• Jerome F. Cookle, 55, Tigerton, 
pleaded no contest May 9 to one count 
of bail jumping. In another case, Cookle 
pleaded no contest to one count of 
operating while intoxicated (seventh 
offense). One misdemeanor count of 
operating with prohibited alcohol content 
(seventh offense) was dismissed but 
read into the record. Judge Katherine 
Sloma sentenced Cookle to 42 months in 
state prison and 48 months of extended 
supervision.

• Deidre R. Cloud, 31, Shawano, pleaded 
no contest May 9 with one count of 
possession of methamphetamine. One 
misdemeanor count of possession of drug 
paraphernalia was dismissed but read into 
the record. Sloma sentenced Cloud to 60 
days in jail and two years of probation.

• A charge against Laura A. Shidell, 
41, Antigo, was dismissed May 9 on 
prosecutor’s motion. That charge 
included one count of misappropriating 
identification information.

• Keith M. Swetlik, 33, Manitowoc, 
pleaded no contest May 9 to one count of 
possession of narcotic drugs. One count of 
bail jumping was dismissed on prosecutor’s 
motion. In another case, Swetlik pleaded 
no contest to two counts of forgery. Two 
misdemeanor counts of theft of movable 
property, less than or equal to $2,500, 
were dismissed but read into the record. 
Kussel sentenced Swetlik to three years of 
probation.

• Sandra L. Thundercloud, 44, Bowler, 
was charged May 10 with one count of bail 
jumping. Kussel set a cash bond of $500 
and scheduled a preliminary hearing for 
May 20.

• Justin R. Vannieuwenhoven, 35, 
Krakow, was charged May 10 with seven 
counts of bail jumping, one misdemeanor 
count of possession of cocaine, one 
misdemeanor count of possession of drug 
paraphernalia and two misdemeanor 
counts of bail jumping. Kussel set a cash 
bond of $2,500 and scheduled a status 
conference for June 23.

• Charges against Edwin J. Hoefler, 
53, Gillett, were dismissed May 10 on the 
court’s own motion. Those charges include 
one count of operating while intoxicated 
(fifth or sixth offense), one count of 
operating with prohibited alcohol content 
(fifth or sixth offense), one misdemeanor 
count of resisting or obstructing an officer 
and one misdemeanor count of disorderly 
conduct.

• Julius J. Elmer, 28, Appleton, 
was charged May 11 with one count 
of possession of methamphetamine, 
five counts of bail jumping and one 
misdemeanor count of possession of 
methamphetamine. Kussel set a cash bond 
of $1,500 and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for May 18.

• Rodney D. Bierman, 55, White 
Lake, pleaded no contest to one count of 
operating a vehicle to flee/elude an officer, 
one misdemeanor count of resisting or 
obstructing an officer, one misdemeanor 
count of disorderly conduct and one 
misdemeanor count of bail jumping. Two 
misdemeanor counts of bail jumping were 
dismissed but read into the record. Kussel 
sentenced Bierman to six months in jail and 
two years of probation.

• Alexander C. Storm, 28, Ironwood, 
Michigan, was charged May 12 with one 
count of operating while intoxicated, 
causing injury (second or subsequent 
offense) and one misdemeanor count 
of operating while intoxicated (second 
offense). Kussel set a cash bond of $1,000 
and scheduled a preliminary hearing for 

May 20.
• Angela D. Owen, 48, Shawano, 

was charged May 12 with one count of 
possession of psilocin, less than or equal 
to 100 grams, with intent, one count of 
possession of THC (second or subsequent 
offense), one count of maintaining a 
drug trafficking place, one misdemeanor 
count of possession of amphetamine/
LSD/psilocin, one misdemeanor count 
of possession of drug paraphernalia and 
four misdemeanor counts of possessing/
illegally obtaining a prescription. Kussel 
set a signature bond of $5,000 and a 
cash bond of $1,000. He also scheduled a 
resumed initial appearance for June 22.

• Jeremy W. Waubanascum, 33, 
Shawano, was charged May 12 with 12 
counts of bail jumping, one misdemeanor 
count of battery, one misdemeanor 
count of disorderly conduct and one 
misdemeanor count of resisting or 
obstructing an officer. Kussel set a cash 
bond of $10,000 and scheduled a resumed 
initial appearance for June 10.

• Shane A. Koukari, 45, Shawano, 
was charged May 12 with one count of 
possession of psilocin, less than or equal 
to 100 grams, with intent, one count of 
possession of THC (second or subsequent 
offense), one count of maintaining a 
drug trafficking place, one misdemeanor 
count of possession of amphetamine/
LSD/psilocin, one misdemeanor count 
of possession of drug paraphernalia and 
four misdemeanor counts of possessing/
illegally obtaining a prescription. Kussel 
set a signature bond of $4,500 and a 
cash bond of $1,500. He also scheduled a 
resumed initial appearance for June 22.

• Niko D. Pocan, 25, Bonduel, pleaded 
no contest May 12 with one count of 
possession of narcotic drugs. Sloma 
sentenced Pocan to three years in state 
prison, two years of extended supervision 
and three years of probation.

CO U RT  N E W S

P U B L I C  R E CO R D
SHAWANO POLICE 

DEPARTMENT
May 16

Officers responded to 34 calls, 
including trespassing on North Airport 
Drive; a threat on South Maiden Lane; a 
threat at Shawano Middle School, 1050 S. 
Union St.; a disturbance on South Sawyer 
Street; trespassing on Prospect Circle; 
property theft at Quality Inn and Suites, 
104 Airport Road.
May 15

Officers responded to 25 calls, 
including a domestic disturbance on 
Aspen Court; reckless driving on East 
Green Bay Street; a disturbance at Wild 
West Tobacco, 1056 E. Green Bay St.; 
reckless driving on South Lincoln Street; 
reckless driving on County Road B.
May 14

Officers responded to 23 calls, 

including a domestic disturbance on 
South Union Street; reckless driving 
on Prospect Circle; property theft on 
South Main Street; reckless driving on 
state Highway 22; disorderly conduct on 
West Lieg Avenue; car property damage 
on East Green Bay Street; disorderly 
conduct at Amerivu Inn and Suites, 211 
Waukechon St.
May 13

Officers responded to 25 calls, 
including a disturbance on East Richmond 
Street; a hit-and-run on East Division 
Street; bail jumping on East Richmond 
Street; property theft at Walgreens, 
401 E. Green Bay St.; criminal damage 
at Memorial Park, 901 S. Lincoln St.; a 
fight in progress on West Third Street; 
car property damage on Oshkosh Street; 
reckless driving on East Green Bay Street; 
a drug offense on South Lafayette Street; 
reckless driving on East Center Street; 

reckless driving on state Highway 29.

SHAWANO COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

May 16
Deputies responded to 33 calls, 

including a disturbance on Cedar Street in 
Tigerton; disorderly conduct on Roosevelt 
Road in the Town of Seneca; two crashes.
May 15

Deputies responded to 34 calls, 
including operating while intoxicated on 
South Airport Drive in Shawano; a threat on 
Second Drive in the Town of Washington; a 
fleeing/pursuit on state Highway 47-55 in 
Shawano; a burglary on Webers Point Road 
in the Town of Wescott; reckless driving 
on Old Lake Road in the Town of Wescott; 
reckless driving on state Highway 29 in the 
Town of Herman.
May 14

Deputies responded to 27 calls, 

including a domestic disturbance on 
South Union Street in Shawano; a 
disturbance on Belle Plaine Avenue in 
the Town of Belle Plaine; operating while 
intoxicated on state Highway 156 in the 
Town of Maple Grove; a disturbance 
on County Road Y in the Town of Belle 
Plaine; two crashes.
May 13

Deputies responded to 34 calls, 
including disorderly conduct on South 
Prouty Street in Wittenberg; property 
theft on County Road MMM in the Town 
of Richmond; reckless driving on state 
Highway 29 in the Town of Richmond; 
reckless driving on state Highway 156 in 
the Town of Navarino; reckless driving 
on state Highway 29 in the Town of 
Wittenberg; a drug problem on County 
Road MMM in the Town of Richmond; 
reckless driving on state Highway 29 in the 
Town of Herman; two crashes.
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O B I T UA R I E S
Fay J. Kizewski, 82, of Galloway, 

died on Saturday, May 14, 2022, at the 
home of her daughter under the care 
of her family and Aspirus Comfort 
Care and Hospice Services.

Fay was born Dec. 6, 1939, in Mil-
waukee, to George and Edna (Hau-
tala) Suttley. At the age of 8, Fay’s 
mother passed away, and she was 
then adopted and raised by her sister 
and brother-in-law, Dorothy and 
Alphonse Blanchett.

On Sept. 20, 1958, Fay was united 
in marriage to Anton Kizewski at 
Mother of Perpetual Help in Milwau-
kee. He preceded her in death on Oct. 
6, 2009.

Fay was a member of St. Joseph’s 

Catholic Church, 
Galloway, and was 
a member of the 
Rosary Society 
and a former 
catechism teacher. 
She loved wood-
working and do-
nated many items 
to the church. Fay 

enjoyed flower gardening, feeding 
and watching the birds and fishing. 
She also enjoyed repainting statues, 
even repainting all of the statues at 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. She was 
a 4-H leader in her younger years. 
She cherished time spent with her 
family, especially her grandchildren, 

and always enjoyed cooking and bak-
ing for them.

Fay is survived by her children, 
Wendy (Larry) Gruna, of Galloway, 
Eric Kizewski, of Waupaca, Jeffrey 
Kizewski, of Stevens Point, Anton 
Jr. (Dawn) Kizewski and Kelley 
(Jack) Bloecher, both of Tigerton, 
Victor Kizewski, of Galloway, Tina 
(Chris) Galfano, of Orfordville, and 
Susan (Charles) Polzin, of Marion; 20 
grandchildren; Amy, Andrew, Whit-
ney, Ezra, Jeffrey Jr., Kyle, Scott, Alex, 
Trevor, Devin, Amber, Jay, Misty, 
Dutch, Lily, Bayley, Anthony, Briar, 
Paige and Abby; 18 great-grandchil-
dren and other relatives and friends.

Fay was preceded in death by 

her husband; parents and adopted 
parents; siblings, George Suttley Jr., 
Donald Suttley, Jean Callahan and 
Dorothy Blanchett.

A Mass of Christian burial will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, May 21, 
2022, at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
in Galloway. The Rev. Msgr. Joseph 
Diermeier will preside. Burial will be 
in the parish cemetery. Visitation will 
be held on Saturday from 9 a.m. until 
the time of Mass at the church.

Schmidt and Schulta Funeral 
Home of Wittenberg is assisting the 
family with funeral arrangements. 
Memories and messages of support 
may be shared at schmidtschulta.
com.

James V. Kropf, 96, of Bowler, died 
on Saturday, May 14, 2022, at his home 
surrounded by family.

James was born June 14, 1925, in 
Bowler, the son of Victor and Edna 
(Malueg) Kropf. On June 1, 1946, Jim 
was united in marriage to Donna 
Clawson in Minocqua. She preceded 
him in death on Dec. 27, 2011.

Jim was a member of St. Paul Lu-
theran Church, Bowler, where he was 
baptized and confirmed.

Jim worked road construction for 
five years until his dad became ill, and 
at that point he took over the family 
business, Kropf’s Meat Processing. It 
was a job he truly loved. He owned 
and operated the business until the age 
of 65. He then sold the business to his 
children, Mark and Cindy, and con-

tinued to work for 
them for 25 years.

Jim enjoyed 
the Milwaukee 
Brewers, Green 
Bay Packers, bowl-
ing and traveling 
with Donna. Jim 
played shortstop 
for the Bowler 

BABA baseball team and was inducted 
into the Bowler Baseball Hall of Fame. 
Jim loved to tell stories about which 
farms he picked animals up at and he 
enjoyed watching wildlife. Family was 
very important to Jim, and he loved 
spending time with his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Jim is survived by his children, 
Lynn (Joe) Behnke, Cindy (Ed Jr.) 

Treptow and Mark (Patty) Kropf; 
daughter-in-law, Nancy Kropf; grand-
children, James Kropf, Jeff (Chelsea) 
Kropf, Joseph Kropf, Carrie (Jim) 
Nolde, Craig (Emilee) Cook, Dan-
iel (Raquel) Treptow, Kelly (Tyler) 
Krull, Scott (Kim) Kropf and Haley 
(Brad) Breaker; 18 great-grandchildren; 
sisters-in-law, Susie Clawson, Annette 
Clawson, Marj Clawson, Eva Fellman 
and Sallie Pratt; niece, Amy (Mark) 
Wiesman; nephews, Peter (Sue) Kor-
powski, Tim, Jerry and Gary Clawson 
and Tom Denoyer; his good friend, 
Dennis Trinko; his nurse’s aides, 
Donna and Vicky; and many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and friends.

Jim was preceded in death by his 
wife; parents; a son Michael; sister, 
Lois Korpowski; and in-laws, Dick 

Clawson, Audrey and Mike Denoyer, 
Tom Clawson, Mary Jane, Carol 
Meaux, Robert and William Clawson.

A public visitation will be held from 
9-10:45 a.m., on Saturday, May 21, 2022, 
at Schmidt and Schulta Funeral Home 
in Wittenberg. A private family service 
will follow. Burial will take place in 
Riverside Cemetery in the Town of 
Almon.

Memories and messages of support 
may be shared at schmidtschulta.com

In lieu of flowers, the family asks 
that memorials in Jim’s name be made 
to St. Paul Lutheran Church in Bowler.

A golden heart stopped beating, 
Hard working hands to rest, God 
broke our hearts to prove to us, He 
only takes the best. He is gone, but not 
forgotten.

Fay J. Kizewski

James V. Kropf

Joan Johnson, 84, of Wittenberg, 
died on Saturday, May 7, 2022, at her 
home, under the care of her family 
and Heartland Hospice.

Joan was born Aug. 1, 1937, in 
Chicago, the daughter of Peter and 
Winifred (Herrick) Fanella.

On March 7, 1964, Joan was united 
in marriage to Frederick Johnson in 
Waukegan, Illinois.

Joan was an extremely talented 

artist and loved 
oil painting. She 
loved sharing her 
talents with family 
and friends. Joan 
enjoyed crafts, 
crocheting, cross-
word puzzles and 
was an avid reader 
until her eyesight 

didn’t allow it any longer.

Joan is survived by her husband, 
Fred; two children, Roy (Misty Hill-
er) Johnson and Misty (James West) 
Johnson; four grandchildren, Jayden 
West, Rachel West, Olivyah Johnson 
and Roman Johnson; and one cousin, 
Carol Krause.

Joan was preceded in death by her 
parents, one son, Donald Johnson; 
and two brothers, Peter Fanella and 
Gerri (Marge) Fanella.

A celebration of life for Joan will 
be held at a later date.

Schmidt and Schulta Funeral 
Home in Wittenberg is assisting the 
family with arrangements.

Memories and messages of sup-
port may be shared at schmidtschul-
ta.com.

In lieu of flowers, memorials to 
St. Jude’s in honor of Joan would be 
appreciated.

Joan Johnson

Pong Sun “Kimmie” Allaire, 68, of 
Tigerton, passed into God’s hands on 
Thursday, May 12, 2022, at Marsh-
field Medical Center in Weston.

Kimmie was born on July 27, 1953, 
in Busan, South Korea, to Cha Tak 
and Hwa Kan Kim.

On Aug. 1, 1985, Kimmie was 
united in marriage to Calvin Allaire 
in Daegu, South Korea, before mov-
ing to the United States.

Kimmie loved to cook, go fishing, 
gardening and spend time outdoors. 

She took care of 
many children in 
the area and even 
though she never 
had a child of 
her own, she had 
many. Kimmie 
had a wonderful 
sense of humor 
and loved spend-

ing time with family. She was loved 
by everyone and will leave a void in 
many lives.

Kimmie is survived by her hus-
band of 37 years, Calvin; one brother-
in-law, Scott (Connie) Allaire; four 
sisters-in-law, Phyllis (Ervin) Arndt, 
Doris Allaire, Wanda (Ricky) Arndt 
and Renata Menge; four nieces; two 
nephews and many cousins and 
friends.

Kimmie was preceded in death by 
her parents; two siblings, in Korea; 
mother- and father-in-law, Clemence 
and Lorraine Allaire; two nephews, 
Chad and Trevor Arndt and one 

brother-in-law, Richard Menge.
A time to share memories will 

be held at 11 a.m. on Friday, May 20, 
2022, at Schmidt and Schulta Funeral 
Home in Wittenberg. Visitation will 
be on Friday from 10 a.m. until the 
time of service at the funeral home. 
A luncheon will follow the sharing of 
memories in Tigerton, location will 
be announced at a later date.

Memories and messages of sup-
port may be shared at schmidtschul-
ta.com.

Pong Sun Allaire
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O B I T UA R I E S
So God made a caregiver…
How do you pay tribute to the 

best, most selfless mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother in 
the world? These few words are 
hardly adequate, but we’re limited, 
so here we go.

Sharon Lee Schaal, nee Page, 
born on July 19, 1944, went to meet 
Jesus on Saturday, May 7, 2022, at 
the age of 77.

Knowing Mom, she probably 
took a bag of candy with her to 
hand out, just as she often did at 
her grandkids’ games.

Sharon was born in Green Bay to 
Oliver and Eyla (Mattox) Page. She 
and her siblings enjoyed playing in 
Duck Creek as youngsters. Their 
dad died while the kids were young, 
leaving their mom in dire straits, 
with few means to support herself 
and eight children. The county took 
the kids and placed them in various 
foster homes. Sharon and her sister 
closest in age, Sylvia, went to live 
with Chester and Irene Raaths in 
rural Cecil when Sharon was about 
11 years old. Chester and Irene were 
loving foster parents to the girls.

Sharon graduated from Gillett 
High School, and then went on to 
Bellin College of Nursing, where 
she discovered her true calling, 
which was caring for others.

While attending Bellin Col-
lege, Sharon began dating and then 
eloped with David Schaal, a farmer 
from Gillett. After returning to 
college and signing a test with her 
married name, Sharon was called 
into the dean’s office, where she 
was asked why she had signed her 
test with the last name of “Schaal.” 
She told the dean she had gotten 
married, and her last name was now 
Schaal.

This was a real dilemma for the 
college, as they had a strict policy 
against allowing married students 
to attend the school, but Sharon 
was a good student, and the school 
didn’t really want to kick her out of 
college simply for being married. 
So, the school changed the rule, and 
that is how Sharon Schaal became 
the first ever married student to 

graduate from 
Bellin College of 
Nursing.

Sharon worked 
as a nurse until 
she and Dave 
started a fam-
ily at their farm 
in Spruce. After 
the barn burned 

down, they moved to the family 
farm in Gillett, where they spent 
the rest of their lives. Sharon sup-
ported Dave in his farming endeav-
ors by holding down the fort at 
home, faithfully and uncomplain-
ingly, as he worked long hours 
to grow the farm and support the 
family.

Holding and caring for babies 
came so naturally to Sharon it must 
have seemed like breathing to her. 
Never was there a woman more 
nurturing, loving, patient and stead-
fast than Mom. She spent her entire 
life putting others before herself. 
Humility and selflessness were the 
essence of Mom. Her home was a 
welcome place for generations of 
kids. She was never happier than 
when her home was filled with kids, 
grandkids, great-grandkids, nieces, 
nephews and other family and 
friends.

Upon entering her home, Sha-
ron’s guests would immediately 
be offered something to eat. Even 
if the offer was politely declined, 
she would often ignore that and 
proceed to heat up a dish of food or 
place some sort of food or sweets in 
front of them. She was what we lov-
ingly referred to as a “food pusher.” 
It was just one way she demonstrat-
ed her love.

As much as she loved feeding 
her loved ones, she had her limits. 
One time, after feeding the whole 
family and farm hands breakfast, 
Dad said it was time to get back 
outside and get some work done. 
One of the boys said he hadn’t even 
gotten his second waffle yet. Mom, 
thinking he had just dropped the 
F-bomb, very uncharacteristically 
smacked him so hard he flew off his 
chair. With the rest of us looking on 

in shock, and our brother holding 
up two fingers to indicate he had 
only said the word “second,” Mom 
realized her mistake. She felt ter-
rible. We enjoyed ribbing Mom for 
years about the incident.

If a baby came into Mom’s view, 
it didn’t matter who that baby 
belonged to, or whether or not she 
knew the parents, she usually made 
a beeline straight to the baby. To 
our knowledge, Mom never actually 
wrestled a baby from its mother’s 
arms, but we can’t say with 100% 
certainty that she did not. It be-
came a running joke in the family 
that if you wanted to hold a new 
baby, you had to get to it before 
Mom did. She just couldn’t help 
herself when it came to babies.

That love for babies was a literal 
blessing to hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of babies born in Northeast 
Wisconsin, for Sharon worked as 
a labor and delivery nurse for 30-
plus years in area hospitals. The 
majority of her career was spent at 
Oconto Falls, Shawano and Green 
Bay (St. Mary’s) hospitals.

Being a true night owl, Sharon 
was happy to work nights, which is 
what she did for her entire career, 
so that her days could be spent 
attending her kids’ and grandkids’ 
sporting and other extracurricular 
events. She never missed a sporting 
event, no matter how exhausted she 
might have been from working the 
night before.

Sharon and Dave made a great 
team raising their five kids. So 
great, in fact, that it only seemed 
natural for them to take in their 
nephew, Dallas, after his mom, 
Sharon’s sister, Sylvia, passed away 
when Dallas was 9. They treated 
Dallas as their own, and when 
asked how many children they had, 
they always said they had six.

Sharon was also a loving aunt 
to her nieces and nephews, espe-
cially to Ben and Patti’s seven kids, 
who grew up right next door on 
the farm. Aunt Sharon’s door was 
always open to them, and she truly 
loved them as part of her immedi-
ate, nuclear family.

Mom not only nurtured babies, 
she nurtured her siblings, caring 
for many as they suffered through 
bouts of cancer. Notably, she 
nursed her sister, Shirley, back to 
health, feeding her literally with 
a baby spoon until she could start 
taking more food after a particu-
larly close call. She also cared for 
Shirley until her death this past 
January, despite her own health 
concerns, after Shirley suffered a 
stroke and became incapacitated.

Left behind to try to fill her im-
possibly big shoes are her children, 
Brad (Julie), Tom (Janelle), Tammy 
(Pete), Bret (Lisa), Ben (Michelle) 
and Dallas (Michelle).

The void left in the hearts of her 
grandchildren may never be filled, 
though each of them knows how 
much their grandma loved them. 
Those adoring grandkids are Justin 
(Angela), Jeremy, Stephanie (Jake), 
Shannon (Cameron), Sammy (Ty-
ler), Brett (Cindy), Kyla (Jordan), 
Nicole, Caleb, Colton, Baldwin, 
Elijah, Kaitlyn (Taylor), Karissa 
(Brice), Jordyn, Jensyn (Tess), Syl-
via, Kasey and Lily.

She also leaves behind several 
great-grandchildren, including 
Josalyn, Madalyn, Lextin, Tessalyn, 
Gracie, Oaklyn, Boone, Wylee, Lara, 
Conor, Kenley, Dean, Hannah and 
Raelynn.

In addition, Sharon is survived 
by her sister and brother-in-law, 
Lou and Mel Vandenberg; brother-
in-law and sister-in-law, Ben and 
Patti Schaal; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

Welcoming Sharon in heaven 
were her husband of nearly 55 
years, Dave; grandson, Wyatt; and 
great-granddaughter, Jalyn.

Also preceding her in death were 
her parents, foster parents and her 
siblings and siblings-in-law, Barb 
and Mel Nylund, Shirley Martin, 
Sylvia Page, LaDonna Knapstein, 
Allen Page and Myron Page.

Per Mom’s wishes, no services 
will be held.

The family would like to thank 
the nurses on the second floor at 
Bellin Hospital for caring for Mom.

Sharon L. Schaal

Lucy Elinor Belonger, 95, born in Belle Plaine and a 1943 graduate of 
Shawano High School, passed away at home on May 2, 2022, in Madison, 
Alabama.

Lucy was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Robert “Bob” Be-
longer; her parents, George and Rose Braatz Sr.; and her siblings, Rupert 
Braatz, George Braatz Jr., Delores Tinsman, John Braatz and Rose Klimek.

She is survived by her only child, Julie Belonger, and sister Edith 
Thielke.

A private Christian graveside service was held on May 10, 2022.
Lucy is now in Heaven with Jesus. Her motto was “God will take care of 

your tomorrows.”
Send condolences to ILoveLucy2@protonmail.com.

Lucy E. Belonger
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A Keshena man, sentenced 
Friday to 5½ years in prison for 
severely injuring his father and a 
nephew with a utility knife, said he 
will leave the Menominee Reserva-
tion after completing his prison 
term.

It was Darin K. Wilber Jr.’s sec-
ond conviction in about 10 years for 
assault with a dangerous weapon 
which had left his victims seriously 
injured.

“This is a serious offense, but 
one of most tragic things about it, 
you attacked your own father and 
a nephew. You called (your father) 
your best friend, who taught you 

to hunt and fish, and you attacked 
him with a box knife and cut him 
up pretty badly,” District Judge 
William Griesbach said during the 
Zoom sentencing hearing. “When a 
nephew comes to help him, he gets 
cut up, too.”

In 2011, Wilber was sentenced 
to five years in prison for beating a 
man with a baton and stabbing him 
with a steak knife after “drinking a 
significant amount of alcohol,” ac-
cording to court records.

After prison, Wilber was em-
ployed at a casino as a housekeeper 
and received awards for his work, 
but he returned to substance abuse 
— this time methamphetamine and 
alcohol, his attorney, Krista Halla-
Valdes, wrote the court.

Last November, Wilber argued 
with his father about having to pay 
rent and left to go drinking and use 
methamphetamines. He returned 
drunk and high to his father’s house, 
on Lyons Road in Keshena, and 
fought with his father when he saw 
that his things were packed up and 
some items were missing.

The fight became physical, and 
Wilber slashed his father with a util-
ity knife. When his nephew inter-
vened and hit Wilber with a wooden 
table leg, Wilber slashed him, too, 
according to court documents.

Wilber was arrested and taken 
into custody. His father and nephew 
were transported to ThedaCare 
Medical Center in Shawano. Wil-
ber’s nephew received 63 stitches to 
close wounds that exposed tendon 
and nerve fiber in his upper arm. He 
was referred to a shoulder specialist 
in Appleton for further treatment.

Wilber’s father received 60 
sutures to close deep laceration un-

der his right rib cage, left arm and 
shoulder and his right hand.

Wilber pleaded guilty in Febru-
ary to assault with a dangerous 
weapon and faced a sentence from 
an advisory guideline range of 41 to 
51 months in prison.

Halla-Valdes didn’t oppose a 
sentence within the guideline range, 
saying that Wilber knows he will 
serve some prison time and, after-
ward, leaving the reservation may 
be the best thing for him.

“He has struggled on the reserva-
tion with its lack of transportation 
and work. And, he’s known there. 
He was always involved with people 
using alcohol and drugs. He needs 
to leave that area, and that’s his 
plan,” she said.

Wilber, 36, agreed that he would 
do better away from the reservation.

“I’m at the point in my life where 
I want to do better. I want to learn 
Spanish and sign language and 
become a productive member of 
society,” he told the judge.

Griesbach said that time was run-
ning out for Wilber to grow up and 
stay away from drugs and alcohol, 
which he has proven that he can’t 
handle.

Griesbach adopted Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Andrew Maier’s recom-
mendation of a sentence above the 
guidelines which arguably don’t 
reflect the number of people injured 
and the seriousness of their injuries.

The judge said an even longer 
sentence could be imposed but was 
hopeful that the “fright or shame” of 
Wilber attacking his own father and 
nephew will matter to him.

Wilber is currently in custody in 
the Brown County Jail, awaiting a 
transfer to a federal prison.

Wilber gets 5.5 years for hurting father, nephew
Keshena man expected to leave reservation after prison term finished

By KEVIN MURPHY
Correspondent
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Planning Out Your 
Night? Your Weekend?

NEW Media’s website (www.
newmedia-wi.com) has a calendar 
so you can keep up with the latest 

activities — sporting events, 
entertainment, government 

meetings, community festivals. Just 
click on the calendar tab at the top of 
the page, and they’ll all be there for 

you to peruse!

420 N. Chestnut  Ave, Suite C, 
Oconto Falls • 920-848-3427

1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano • 715-526-2121

Memorial Day
DEADLINES

The Shawano and Oconto Falls offices
WILL BE CLOSED on Monday, May 30.

New Media Publication Dates, 
Retail Display and Classified Ad Deadlines:

Publication                     Issue Date                 Ad Deadline 
Oconto Co. Times Herald  Fri., June 3 Thurs., May 26
Shawano Leader  Fri., June 3 Thurs., May 26
Wittenberg Enterprise  Fri., June 3 Thurs., May 26
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The Shawano School District is 
looking for resident input as it final-
izes a plan to address its operational 
deficit and facility needs.

As part of the process, a com-
munity task force has been meeting 

monthly to better understand the 
district’s needs and provide feed-
back on potential options to a team 
of consultants.

The district is conducting a 
community-wide survey over the 

next three weeks, allowing resi-
dents to voice their opinions on 
various options. Residents can find 
information about accessing the 
survey in the community education 
newsletter that recently arrived 

in mailboxes or by going to the 
district website, www.shawanos-
chools.com. The survey will be 
open through June 6.

A paper survey can also be down-
loaded from the district website.

Shawano School District seeks responses to survey

The Shawano School District’s 
summer school program is expected 
to bring in more than 600 students 
in 2022, but there’s a question about 
whether there will be enough staff to 
provide extended learning from June 
to July.

A report from Thomas Dechant, 
Shawano Community Middle School 
associate principal, revealed that there 

were 35 teachers in place for the sum-
mer session, but three more need to be 
found soon, or else the district might 
have to wait-list some students who 
signed up. Dechant revealed the infor-
mation to the Shawano School Board 
on May 16.

“We appreciate what they do, and 
I appreciate what they do, because I 
can’t do my job without their support,” 
Dechant said. “The whole balance pro-
cess is to see how many teachers want 
to teach, and then at that point, we can 
open the classes up.”

Dechant said he initially had a full 
slate of teachers, but some had to drop 
out due to personal reasons, leaving 
him to try and fill the gaps.

“I am right now juggling, and I let 

people know there is a wait,” Dechant 
said. “You may or may not get in. I’m 
doing everything I can to make it hap-
pen.”

Dechant said the number of 
students is split between Hillcrest 
Primary School and Shawano Com-
munity Middle School, which will host 
classes for grades 3-8. He noted there 
are about a dozen students on the 
waiting list.

The news of a waitlist was trou-
bling to board member Mart Grams, a 
former teacher with the district who 
worked the summer school program 
for over 30 years.

“Summer school has always made 
us money, and quite frankly, we’ve 
used money there to pad our budget 

elsewhere,” Grams said. “We’ve never 
ever had a waitlist for kids, so some-
thing’s not right. As long as there’s 
seats, there’s room.”

Superintendent Randi Anderson 
noted that the district has been in the 
negative with summer school the last 
two years because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Grams questioned how there wasn’t 
enough staff to fill the needed posi-
tions.

“It used to be that people knocked 
each other over,” he said. “I taught 
every course in that book, even drama, 
and I sucked at it. There should never 
be a limit on children, ever.”

Shawano summer school has students on waitlist
Three more teachers 

needed to bring 
program to full capacity

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

One local woman has filed a writ 
of certiorari against the Shawano 
County Board of Adjustment.

A writ of certiorari is a request 
for a higher up board to review the 
judgement of a case.

Carney Garcia, who recently 
reported violations to Shawano 
County regarding shared property, 
said that the Shawano County Plan-
ing and Development committee has 
stopped putting their situation on the 
agenda for their meetings. Garcia’s 
complaint came from the commit-
tee discussing the violations without 
letting them know that they were on 
the agenda. Her situation was dis-
cussed under “Discuss Any Opera-
tional Issues Within the Department 
As Needed.” She said that was too 
vague.

Garcia has a cottage on Washing-
ton Lake and shares 200 feet of lake 
frontage with 15 other home owners. 
The initial violation was that two 
homeowners built into the shared lot 
without pulling permits and using 
2-foot step backs, as opposed to 25-
foot step backs.

“There are more violations that 
have come up since then,” said 
Garcia. “One of our neighbors built 
two additions to his house without 
pulling permits. They are encroach-
ing into our lot.”

She also said that sheds were built 
across the street of the lot and the 
party who built them did not request 
a zoning change.

“Those sheds would not be al-
lowed,” said Garcia.

Garcia said that her neighbor who 
built a deck that encroaches on the 
lot would need to get an after-the-fact 
variance, for the deck to remain there.

“Not pulling a permit for the deck 
already disqualifies him from an 
after-the-fact variance because that 
was a self-imposed hardship,” said 
Garcia.

She said eight of the homeowners 
on the shared lot showed up to the 

Shawano County Board of Adjust-
ment meeting on April 14 to voice 
their disapproval about the deck en-
croaching on their shared lot, as the 
homeowner was attempting to get an 
after-the-fact variance.

Garcia claimed that when they 
entered the meeting, board chairman 
Alan Beyer was aggressive toward 
the group.

“Right at the beginning of the 
meeting, he said, if you all talk, I am 
kicking you out of the meeting,” said 
Garcia.

When her situation was brought 
up to the board, she said that the 
board quickly discussed the issue and 
passed a variance.

“They did not discuss this very 
much,” said Garcia. “They just said 
that the deck was small and that 
people at the lake complain a lot. It 
only took them about three minutes 
to discuss.”

Garcia noted that it was a 3-2 vote 
in favor of granting the variance.

“The two alternates said that they 
wanted it on the record that they did 
not agree with the decision,” said 
Garcia. “Hearing that, I said we are 
going to appeal.”

Even though the meeting ended, 
Garcia claimed that they were told to 
leave the meeting for talking.

She said with the writ of cer-
tiorari, she is hoping that a judge 
overturns the board of adjustment’s 
ruling.

“One of my other neighbors 
pulled permits for an extension to 
their deck and were not allowed to 
extend their deck,” said Garcia. “So 
they were saying that it is not fair to 
us to reward him for not pulling a 
permit.”

Garcia said that allowing this situ-
ation to pass opens the county up for 
problems in the future.

“They set a precedent,” said 
Garcia. “If you are going to punish 
who did pull permits, what is going 
to happen after that? We are going to 
have a lot of after-the-fact variances 
in the district. All we care about is 
that the law gets applied fairly.”

NEW Media contacted the 
county’s board of adjustment for 
comment and was told that Beyer 
would respond; however, a response 
was not provided by press time.

Woman files writ against Shawano County
She claims board of 
adjustment setting 

poor precedent
By LUKE REIMER

Reporter

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com
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U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson hit the 
Golden Sands Golf Course on May 15 
to rally the Shawano County Repub-
lican Party during its Lincoln Reagan 
Day Dinner and encourage conserva-
tives to be out in force for the mid-
term elections.

Johnson told more than 200 people 
in attendance about how a cousin 
went through some family belongings 
and came across a piece of paper dat-
ed from January 1934. It was about the 
time that his grandfather had passed, 
and his grandmother went from farm 
to farm in Minnesota to raise enough 
money to bury her husband. In all, she 
received $12.25, which would equate to 
about $320 today, he said.

“To me, that letter — that piece 
of paper with those names and what 
those folks did in January 1934 at the 
depth of the Depression — epitomizes 
what America is and who Americans 
are,” Johnson said, generating ap-
plause. “Isn’t it true that, in any crisis, 
Americans come together and unite? 
Whether it’s a regional tragedy, like 
in Florida with the hurricanes or the 
Midwest with the floods and torna-
does or out west with the wildfires, we 
send truckloads of construction sup-
plies and construction workers to help 
our fellow citizens rebuild.”

Coming together is what America 
needs to do again, said the senator, 
who is running for a third six-year 
term. Johnson looks at the pandemic 
that the country has endured for over 
two years and believes it is as frac-
tured as it has ever been.

“That even includes the Vietnam 
War protests,” Johnson said. “This 
country is as divided as it has ever 
been in my lifetime.”

Johnson noted that President Joe 
Biden’s inaugural address included 
a vow to bring America together. A 
similar claim was made in 2009 by 
President Barack Obama.

“Then they go about and they do 
the exact opposite,” Johnson said. 
“They said they were going to fun-
damentally transform America. Now 
we see what fundamental transfor-
mation looks like. It’s open borders. 
It’s 20-year high inflation. It’s record 
gasoline and energy prices. It’s record 
crime. Fundamental transformation 
means they’re fundamentally destroy-
ing this country.”

Johnson went on to attack Demo-

crats for pushing a “socialist agenda,” 
something that he said was front and 
center during the coronavirus pan-
demic. He said it was up to Repub-
licans, whom he claimed truly love 
the United States, to stop it by voting 
Republicans into every office available 
in the 2022 elections.

“The left is relentless in growing 
government and taking away our free-
doms,” Johnson said. “During COVID, 
they couldn’t wait to strike. They 
think that a crisis is a terrible thing to 
waste, and they never do.”

Johnson noted that the people who 
were there at the dinner came because 
they feel a need to fight for freedom.

“That’s why you’re here on a beau-
tiful day,” Johnson said. “You recog-
nize that freedom is at risk. Freedom 
is on the ballot.”

The fight Johnson is fighting is the 
same one that he fought in 2010, he 
said, noting that the battle for freedom 
has been the same for over 240 years, 
whether it is on the battlefield or the 
ballot box.

“It’s not somebody else’s fight,” 
Johnson said. “It’s our fight. It is a fight 

we absolutely must win.”
He touted his fiscal conservatism, 

claiming he’s only voted in favor of 
10% of the appropriations brought be-
fore the Senate during his two terms 
in office, and most of that was military 
spending. He noted there have been 
times where he has objected to just 
letting freefall spending, one of which 
he described as a “trillion-dollar boon-
doggle,” go by.

“I had to go on the floor twice 
in one day during COVID — which 
wasn’t popular to do, by the way, but 
I was the only one to do that. We had 
a Republican senator, and then two 
hours later had Bernie Sanders offer-
ing a unanimous consent for another 
round — I think it was the fourth 
round — of $1,200 checks,” Johnson 
said. “I was willing to go down there 
and object, but then I’m accused of not 
liking babies.”

Johnson also claimed support for 
Ukraine as it is fighting for its freedom 
against Russian invasion and believes 
that it is important for that support to 
not waiver.

“You see Russia on the run, and 

the worst possible thing would be for 
Russians to see Americans equivo-
cating in our support for Ukraine,” 
Johnson said.

Johnson pointed out that he has 
time to prepare for his campaign 
because he’s not facing anyone in the 
primary in August. However, there 
are several candidates who are, and 
a number of them — including two 
running for governor, two for county 
sheriff and six for the Sixth District 
Assembly seat being vacated by Gary 
Tauchen — were there making their 
pitches.

“We need to make sure we have a 
Republican on every line in the ballot, 
and then we have to support them,” 
Johnson said.

Richard Kucksdorf, county Repub-
lican Party chairman, described John-
son as the best senator in the United 
States for calling out the hypocrisy in 
Washington, D.C.

“He’s honest. He’s tenacious,” 
Kucksdorf said. “They just don’t 
like that.”

Johnson rallies GOP ahead of midterms
Senator wants to see Republicans on every line of ballots in November

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson urges more than 200 attendees at the Shawano County Republican Party Lincoln Reagan Day Dinner to get out and support Republi-
cans, not only during the general election in November but also the primary in August.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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The recently leaked opinion from 
the U.S. Supreme Court about the 
potential overturn of Roe v. Wade, 
the 1973 court decision that paved 
the way for legal abortion in the 
United States, has mobilized many 
in the country, with conservatives 
pushing to make abortions illegal 
and liberals seeking to codify the 
rights furnished by the historic court 
decision.

The pushback against the Su-
preme Court opinion had not been 
visible in the Shawano area. That 
changed over the weekend as 
Shawano teen Jaida Hill brought 
her new group, the Shawano She 
Devils, to Main Street on May 15 for 
a protest of the opinion and possible 
court decision, deciding that the 
time for being silent is over.

“I didn’t see anyone else will-
ing to put themselves out there 
for this cause and be open about 
their beliefs the way that I believe 
members of this group are,” Hill said 
in an interview before the protest. 
“I personally think that any woman 
or man was capable of deciding to 
lead a charge regarding women’s 
abortion’s rights, but I think that as I 
have an interest in a political career 
path, I wanted to make it known that 
this is a matter I would intend to 
take seriously.”

Hill, who donned a costume out 
of “The Handmaid’s Tale” for the 
protest, said she was dismayed that 
it took so long to get local attention 
to the issue of abortion rights, not-
ing that local reaction to the Black 
Lives Matter movement was fairly 
immediate.

“I saw the city of Shawano come 
together in regards to the wake of 
the Black Lives Matter Movement, 
but I fear people are not as willing 
to defend the women of Shawano as 
they were the vulnerable people of 
color,” Hill said. “While those are 
two very different issues, these are 
groups of people entitled to their 
rights and medical safety and should 
not be vulnerable to any forms of 
discrimination because of personal 
decisions.”

Overturning Roe v. Wade would 
not only impact abortion rights, in 
Hill’s view. She feels it would be the 
first domino in the stripping of other 
rights, as well.

“I believe no matter your loca-
tion or income, you deserve access 
to health care without all of the 
ill-advised political interference 
and opinions,” Hill said. “Congress 
must take action to protect and 
increase abortion access. Lawmakers 
and medical providers must ensure 
people can make health care deci-
sions of their own.”

In Wisconsin, the overturning 
of Roe v. Wade would reignite an 
1849 law the state has that bans all 
abortions except if needed to save 
the mother’s life, and even then, two 
other people must sign off on the 
action. A final decision from the U.S. 
Supreme Court is not expected until 
next month, but Hill feels it’s impor-
tant to take action now to support 
women and their ability to choose.

“This opens a gateway to sexual 
assault survivors and parenting rules 
or standards,” Hill said. “This is also 
extensive to the dehumanization of 
Planned Parenthood. They provide 
STD-testing, pregnancy testing, 
cancer screenings, birth control, 
family services, counseling, adoption 
and foster advising and much more. 
People opposing abortion are attack-

ing the preventive at the source, and 
it needs to end.”

The name “Shawano She Devils” 
was something Hill came up with 
to grab people’s attention and focus 
them on the issue. However, as a 
student at Wolf River Lutheran High 
School, she realizes the name and 
her cause are at odds with churches 
and other religious organizations.

“This is not an anti-Christian or-
ganization. We are not here to attack 
people or pick commentary fights,” 
Hill said. “I do not want to offend 
anyone or make a target of myself. 
This issue is horribly divisive, and 
I am well aware of that. We want 
to widen perspectives and open 
the eyes of people in a small town. 
Shawano may not make a large dif-
ference, but there are thousands of 
Shawanos, thousands of small towns. 
Everyone is going to have to make a 
difference and play their part.”

Hill said the “devil” portion of the 
name was meant to just show dis-
agreement, not invoke it as a mascot 
for the cause.

“The devil portion of the name 
was just to show an opposing force 
that everyone views as despicable,” 

she said. “We understand the con-
troversy behind abortion is very 
widespread. We have no intention to 
lionize or embolden anti-religion or 
make religious groups feel uncom-
fortable.”

The protest on May 15 only 
brought out two people, includ-
ing Hill, but she said she planned 
to organize other rallies with more 
advanced notice and might choose 
another site besides Main Street. She 
noted that despite the smallness of 
the protest, some people came up 
and provided support.

Hill said she plans to continue 
protesting the issue in Shawano but 
also plans to protest with others in 
Appleton. She hopes the protests 
will make people see different views 
on the abortion issue and under-
stand what it means to people.

“Women will feel so embold-
ened speaking about this issue, they 
would no longer fear walking alone 
in the dead of the night, if it were to 
raise awareness to this issue, which 
emphasizes how scary this must be 
to some women,” Hill said.

Shawano teen leading fight for abortion rights
Protest developed in response to leaked Supreme Court memo on overturning Roe v. Wade

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Jaida Hill, left, and a friend stand on the corner of Main and Green Bay streets on May 15 to protest the anticipated decision by the U.S. Supreme Court to 
overturn Roe v. Wade, which has allowed women to choose whether to keep their babies during pregnancy or opt to abort them.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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RRUUMMMMAAGGEE--EESSTTRRUUMMMMAAGGEE--EESSTTAAAATTEE  SSAALLEESSTTEE  SSAALLEESS
City Wide Rummage Sale:

1221 E. Ridlington Ave., Shawano.
Home Decor,Furniture, Household

things, are rugs, garden pots, 
decor & sporting goods. 

May 26-28th Saturday 8AM-3PM
ESTATE SALE:  

9532 E. County Road G Suring - 
ENTIRE CONTENTS OF HOUSE, 

GARAGE AND HUGE SHED.  
May 28 (8-5) May 29 (8-3) 

Dishes (many new in box), books, CD's,
DVD's, recliners, dressers, beds, small
appliances, jewelry, small roll top desk,

fridge/freezer, linens and lots of
women's and men's coats.  Shed FULL
of hardware, hand, yard, power, garden

tools, pots and supplies, storage
cabinets, seasonal wood lawn décor,

antique metal items, bird feeders,
garden and yard décor, stereo systems,

trailer, and large log wood swing.
Rummage Moving Sale:

May 20th & 21st   8AM-4PM.
N1367 Two Creek Rd. Bonduel. 

Tools, Garden Stuff, Pedal Boat, Paint
Sprayer, Home Decor, Law Chairs, Golf

Clubs & Much MORE. 
NO CLOTHING
Rummage Sale:

May 26th, 27th & 28th
1412 S. Union St. 8-4

Lots of Girls & Boys clothing of all sizes,
Furniture, Holiday Decor, Scrapbooking

supply’s, Small appliances, Lamps.
Something for everyone

Men too!

FFLLEEAA  MMAARRKKEETTSSFFLLEEAA  MMAARRKKEETTSS

ARTISTS/CRAFTERS WANTED: FOR
2022 EVENTS: Dates: Saturday, June 4,
Saturday July 30, Saturday, November 5.
Sponsored by Friends of the Library,
Stephenson, MI Contact 906-753-6923 or
mcfriends@menomineecountylibrary.org

GUN SHOW: May 27-29, 2022, Eagle
River Hockey Arena, 4149 Hwy 70E,
Eagle River, WI Friday 3pm-8pm,
Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 9am-3pm.
$7. 608-752-6677
www.bobandrocco.com

NEW LISBON GUN SHOW May 20 &
21st American Legion Post 110, 110

Welch Prairie Rd./Hwy 80, Fri 3-8, Sat 9-
4. BUY-SELL-TRADE-BROWSE! WE
PAY CASH FOR GUNS & RELATED
ITEMS. $5 Adm For more information

call 608-548-4867 (WCAN)

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN

MATTRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles
on Display! All Sizes Avail.

PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 2133 Eastern
Ave Plymouth WI 920-892-6006  

Open Daily (WCAN)

LLAALLAAWWNN  &&  GGAARRDDEENNWWNN  &&  GGAARRDDEENN
Garden Spot Flowers

3645 HWY 22, Oconto, WI 54153
1,00 fruit & shade trees-

Apple, Cherry, Peach, Maple 
2,500 Hanging baskets-

Wave Petunias, Fuchsias, Begonias 
300 Varieties of Vegetable seeds-

Carrots, Corn, Beans 
150 Varieties of Perennials -

Lupines, Delphiniums, Columbine 
920-835-1237

Garden Spot Produce
3645 HWY 22, Oconto, WI 54153

Fresh homegrown garden fruits and
vegetables delivered weekly. Sign up

now for our 16 week CSA program. 920-
835-1237

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

A.A. Oconto Group: Mondays &
Fridays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at 10
a.m. (open meeting) at First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto James 920-
834-6276. TF

AA Group Meeting: 24 hour group
every Wed. night. 8:00 p.m. at Masonic
Lodge on corner of Washington St. and
Caldwell, Oconto Falls TF

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!
Open Enrollment for Medicare health

plans is here! Call our licensed
insurance agents for an affordable quote
for your needed coverage. Call for a no

obligation free quote now! 855-686-2201
(TTY: 711) (WCAN)

Classified advertising at it's best. Reach
over 250,000 homes in northeast WI

and Upper Michigan. Place your ad in
over 25 newspapers/shoppers. Just go
to www.greatnorthernconn.com. Fast,

easy and affordable.

Co-Dependency Meeting Thursdays at
noon. St. James Lutheran Church, 1402
Main St., Marinette TF

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

DENTAL INSURANCE. From Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage

for (350+) procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Don't Wait! Call now! Get your FREE

Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516

www.dental50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

Living Well With Depression and
Bipolar - Bellin Behavioral Health
Center, 301 E. St. Joseph St., Green
Bay, Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. Contact: Jerry Kamke 920-544-
5596. TF

STROKE & CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes of death,
according to the AMERICAN HEART

ASSOCIATION. Screening can provide
peace of mind or early detection!

Contact Life Line Screening to schedule
your screening. Special offer - 5

screenings for just $149! 
Call  1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral & other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company
844-433-5898 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/wcp (WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad
Network) and/or the member

publications review ads to the best of
their ability. Unfortunately, many

unscrupulous people are ready to take
your money! PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT SOUNDS
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more

information, or to file a complaint
regarding an ad, please contact The
Department of Trade, Agriculture &

Consumer 
Protection 1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS

AKC BERNESE MTN DOG PUPS
Shots/wormed/vet $90O 

No Sun call (495932) 715-409-3321
(WCAN)

AKC CHOC, BLACK & YELLOW LAB
PUPS shots/dewormed/dews/vet check,

M-$950, F-$1000 715-257-1330
(267331)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS

shots/wormed/dews/vet check $1200
715-257-1330 (267331)

AKC Mini Schnauzer pups Born 5-18-22
shots/dewormed parents on site 920-
526-3512

BRAND NEW!!!! FLUFFY AKC
COCKER SPANIEL PUPS shots/vet

920-563-3410 
pennylanecockerspaniel.com (#268588)

(WCAN)

CROSS-BRED WESTIE/SCOTTIE
PUPS. That're Compact in Size. Will be
Around 10-15 Pounds Mature. Shots,

Vet Exam. Crate Trained. 
Manner Training is Well Begun. 
VERY Smart and Loyal and are 
Great Family Pets! $1,000 Cash
Ph. 715-850-2535 after 10 a.m. 

Dog Kennel, chain-link 12 L 6W 6H,
Floor & roof covering, 2 large igloo

houses with floor pads all for $250. Call
715-787-3545

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS  AKC
Excel Temp Genetic Guarantee Parents

OFA'd 715-537-5413 
www.jerland.com #268001-DS (WCAN)

LABRADOODLE PUPPIES Your New
Best Friend awaits! $450 715-267-6470

MINI BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES Vet
checked/wormed/ dews, $950 No

Sunday Calls 715-409-3321 (495932)
(WCAN)

MINI GOLDEN DOODLE PUPS
shots/wormed/dews/vet $1200 715-223-

6970 (269146)

Mini Golden Doodle Pups: 18-20 lbs.
Adult size. Also toy Aussie Doodles, 12-

18 lbs. Adult size. Non shed, super
smart, vaccinated & wormed. Written
health guarantee, $600. Call or Text

715-850-1933.     70 P5-23, 25

PUREBRED BEAGLE PUPS M-$300 F-
$350 6 wks old Vet Ckd 

Greenwood, WI 715-229-4681

PUREBRED ST. BERNARD PUPS
family raised, great temperament,

dewormed/dews/shots $950 715-573-
7822 (507309)

REG GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES
reds & whites, shots/ wormed/vet

checked $600-$1000 715-680-8149
(468314) (WCAN)

FAMILY FUN STARTS HERE!
BOAT&PONTOON WORLD-
PONTOONS, SKI-WAKE FISHING &
BOW RIDERS, ATVs, SIDE X SIDES &
MOTORCYCLES. BEST PRICE &
SELECTION IN THE MIDWEST=SAVE
HUGE! AMERICAN
MARINE&MOTORSPORTS,
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM
SHAWANO 866-955-2628
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U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson hit the 
Golden Sands Golf Course on May 15 
to rally the Shawano County Repub-
lican Party during its Lincoln Reagan 
Day Dinner and encourage conserva-
tives to be out in force for the mid-
term elections.

Johnson told more than 200 people 
in attendance about how a cousin 
went through some family belongings 
and came across a piece of paper dat-
ed from January 1934. It was about the 
time that his grandfather had passed, 
and his grandmother went from farm 
to farm in Minnesota to raise enough 
money to bury her husband. In all, she 
received $12.25, which would equate to 
about $320 today, he said.

“To me, that letter — that piece 
of paper with those names and what 
those folks did in January 1934 at the 
depth of the Depression — epitomizes 
what America is and who Americans 
are,” Johnson said, generating ap-
plause. “Isn’t it true that, in any crisis, 
Americans come together and unite? 
Whether it’s a regional tragedy, like 
in Florida with the hurricanes or the 
Midwest with the floods and torna-
does or out west with the wildfires, we 
send truckloads of construction sup-
plies and construction workers to help 
our fellow citizens rebuild.”

Coming together is what America 
needs to do again, said the senator, 
who is running for a third six-year 
term. Johnson looks at the pandemic 
that the country has endured for over 
two years and believes it is as frac-
tured as it has ever been.

“That even includes the Vietnam 
War protests,” Johnson said. “This 
country is as divided as it has ever 
been in my lifetime.”

Johnson noted that President Joe 
Biden’s inaugural address included 
a vow to bring America together. A 
similar claim was made in 2009 by 
President Barack Obama.

“Then they go about and they do 
the exact opposite,” Johnson said. 
“They said they were going to fun-
damentally transform America. Now 
we see what fundamental transfor-
mation looks like. It’s open borders. 
It’s 20-year high inflation. It’s record 
gasoline and energy prices. It’s record 
crime. Fundamental transformation 
means they’re fundamentally destroy-
ing this country.”

Johnson went on to attack Demo-

crats for pushing a “socialist agenda,” 
something that he said was front and 
center during the coronavirus pan-
demic. He said it was up to Repub-
licans, whom he claimed truly love 
the United States, to stop it by voting 
Republicans into every office available 
in the 2022 elections.

“The left is relentless in growing 
government and taking away our free-
doms,” Johnson said. “During COVID, 
they couldn’t wait to strike. They 
think that a crisis is a terrible thing to 
waste, and they never do.”

Johnson noted that the people who 
were there at the dinner came because 
they feel a need to fight for freedom.

“That’s why you’re here on a beau-
tiful day,” Johnson said. “You recog-
nize that freedom is at risk. Freedom 
is on the ballot.”

The fight Johnson is fighting is the 
same one that he fought in 2010, he 
said, noting that the battle for freedom 
has been the same for over 240 years, 
whether it is on the battlefield or the 
ballot box.

“It’s not somebody else’s fight,” 
Johnson said. “It’s our fight. It is a fight 

we absolutely must win.”
He touted his fiscal conservatism, 

claiming he’s only voted in favor of 
10% of the appropriations brought be-
fore the Senate during his two terms 
in office, and most of that was military 
spending. He noted there have been 
times where he has objected to just 
letting freefall spending, one of which 
he described as a “trillion-dollar boon-
doggle,” go by.

“I had to go on the floor twice 
in one day during COVID — which 
wasn’t popular to do, by the way, but 
I was the only one to do that. We had 
a Republican senator, and then two 
hours later had Bernie Sanders offer-
ing a unanimous consent for another 
round — I think it was the fourth 
round — of $1,200 checks,” Johnson 
said. “I was willing to go down there 
and object, but then I’m accused of not 
liking babies.”

Johnson also claimed support for 
Ukraine as it is fighting for its freedom 
against Russian invasion and believes 
that it is important for that support to 
not waiver.

“You see Russia on the run, and 

the worst possible thing would be for 
Russians to see Americans equivo-
cating in our support for Ukraine,” 
Johnson said.

Johnson pointed out that he has 
time to prepare for his campaign 
because he’s not facing anyone in the 
primary in August. However, there 
are several candidates who are, and 
a number of them — including two 
running for governor, two for county 
sheriff and six for the Sixth District 
Assembly seat being vacated by Gary 
Tauchen — were there making their 
pitches.

“We need to make sure we have a 
Republican on every line in the ballot, 
and then we have to support them,” 
Johnson said.

Richard Kucksdorf, county Repub-
lican Party chairman, described John-
son as the best senator in the United 
States for calling out the hypocrisy in 
Washington, D.C.

“He’s honest. He’s tenacious,” 
Kucksdorf said. “They just don’t 
like that.”

Johnson rallies GOP ahead of midterms
Senator wants to see Republicans on every line of ballots in November

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson urges more than 200 attendees at the Shawano County Republican Party Lincoln Reagan Day Dinner to get out and support Republi-
cans, not only during the general election in November but also the primary in August.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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Students honored 
for outstanding 

writing
PHOTOS BY LUKE REIMER • REPORTER

Second grader Hailey Altenhofen accepts her honorable mention award for student poetry writing dur-
ing the Shawano Area Writer Student Writing Contest awards ceremony on May 15. Altenhofen won her 
award in the grades 1-2 poetry category. Judges from Baileys Harbor, Wausau and Green Bay read all of 
the students’ works and voted on the best from the collection.

Senior Francesca Ullmer reads the work that she won a first place award for in fiction during the Sha-
wano Area Writers Student Writing Contest Awards Ceremony on May 15. Students were given the op-
portunity to read their work in front of the audience. Ullmer’s story revolved around someone hunting 
with their family.

Fourth-grader Amelia Breitenfeldt reads the work that she won a second place award for in fiction dur-
ing the Shawano Area Writers Student Writing Contest Awards Ceremony on May 15. Breitenfeldt’s 
story revolved around a girl not receiving birthday gifts, but rather a Hawaiian vacation with her family. 
She detailed the events that the girl attended, including snorkeling with her father.
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O P I N I O N

Abandoned dog’s owner has much to answer for
The story of a dog found tied to a 

fire hydrant and abandoned in Green 
Bay captivated the television news for 
days recently, with people express-
ing shock that such a thing happened. 
The dog was found with a note and a 
backpack filled with food, treats and 
toys.

The dog, named Baby Girl, was left 
on a busy corner, which allowed folks 
to see that the dog was in trouble 
much sooner, a safer alternative to 
being left in the woods or some other 
middle-of-nowhere location where 
predators could devour the canine. 
This allowed the dog to be takento 
the humane society by a good Sa-
maritan who waited an hour to see if 
someone came back for the dog.

The Green Bay Humane Society 
posted a message on Facebook that 
it was evident that the owner loved 
the dog and struggled with medical 
complications and challenges. I have 
to disagree with the assertion that the 
dog was loved, because if it was so 
loved, it would not be abandoned on a 
street corner like a piece of trash, and 
there is a special place in hell for folks 
who have such a disregard for a life.

There are times when pets can 
no longer be cared for, I admit that. 
However, that’s why humane societ-

ies exist, to care 
for the animals 
that can no longer 
remain in a home. 
It would have 
been kinder to 
bring the dog 
directly to a 
shelter instead of 
just tying it up to 
the hydrant and 

hoping someone cared enough to con-
tinue to provide for it.

All too often, animals are treated 
as disposable items, receiving indif-
ference as they’re tossed aside like 
a used sandwich bag. When you 
decide to adopt or buy an animal, 
you take on the responsibility of its 
care and well-being. Every effort 
should be made to care for those 
animals through good times and bad, 
but if there’s no possible way left to 
continue doing so, there are ways to 
make sure they are cared for.

Abandoning a dog and tying it to a 
fire hydrant is not one of them.

This issue hits close to home for 
me because I adopted a dog many 
years ago, before I moved to Wis-
consin. He’d been abandoned as well, 
only he was found wandering the 
streets near the airport of the commu-

nity I was living in. I’d initially agreed 
to foster him for a time, but I quickly 
fell in love and adopted him. He made 
the move with me to Wisconsin and 
gave me joy for 10 years.

Near the end, he developed 
diabetes, which soon left him blind 
and having bladder control issues. 
It never occurred to me, even with 
those issues, that I should give up on 
him. If I’d ever lost my job, I would 
have made sure he ate before I did. 
When looking for apartments, places 
that didn’t allow pets were eliminated 
from consideration, and you’d be sur-
prised how that limited my options 
when finding a place to live.

Even when I wound up having to 
be admitted to a hospital two years 
ago, my first phone call was to make 
sure family could take care of my dog. 
If that hadn’t been possible, I prob-
ably would have left the hospital to 
return home and care for him, even 
being in as sorry a shape as I was 
because, to me, he was family. That’s 
why I can’t buy the argument that 
having medical issues necessitated 
just dumping the dog on a street 
corner.

I’ve seen my fair share of aban-
doned animals in life. On occasion 
while growing up, my family would 

find puppies — sometimes with their 
mothers — left in the countryside 
to fend for themselves. It baffles me 
how, in a world where people are 
arguing when a human life has value, 
that there are some who can devalue 
the lives of dogs and cats.

I’m happy that Baby Girl has found 
a new home, with so many people 
reaching out and indicating they 
wanted to take her home. It’s hearten-
ing to see that there are good people 
in the world who would provide this 
dog with a safe space for the rest of 
her days. It doesn’t make up for the 
despicable act of the previous owner, 
though, and if I had my way, that per-
son would never be responsible for 
the care of an animal again.

There were better ways to say 
goodbye to Baby Girl, even with pro-
viding food and toys. The happy end-
ing to this story doesn’t absolve the 
prior bad act, and this should teach us 
all that the decisions we make affect 
others. If you decide to care for an 
animal, have a plan. If those plans go 
awry, have a strategy to make sure it 
will still be cared for, even if it’s not 
by you.

Lee Pulaski is the city editor for NEW Media. Readers 
can contact him at lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com.

LEE PULASKI

It’s always important  
to seek the truth

To the editor:
Free speech is not free. Today’s 

world is surrounded by propaganda.
Right now in Russia, most people 

deny that their country is respon-
sible for destruction and loss of life 
in Ukraine. Friends and relatives tell 
them what is happening, but they only 
believe the propaganda messages from 
Vladimir Putin. They are the only mes-
sages they are allowed to hear.

Propaganda to sway public opinion 
is also extensive in the United States. 
On television, radio and social media, 

exaggerated and bogus talking points 
are repeated to promote messages that 
aren’t true: that Joe Biden is not presi-
dent because of “voter fraud” in 2020, 
that we can’t trust our elections in 
2022, that elementary schools are being 
taught critical race theory to “indoctri-
nate” our children.

It is a known fact that over 60 
courts found no voter fraud in the 2020 
election, yet the false rumors persist. It 
is also common knowledge that teach-
ers teach about diversity to educate 
children that all people are not the 
same, that people are born with differ-
ent skin colors, different histories, dif-
ferent abilities and disabilities. Educat-
ing children on factual human history 

at appropriate grade levels is not some 
form of indoctrination. Trying to hide 
our children from the truth is.

We should know that repeating 
a lie doesn’t make it the truth. Yet, it 
does make it more difficult for many 
to believe anything else. When a lie 
goes viral, the correction rarely reaches 
nearly as many people.

We proudly boast of our free speech 
rights in America, but there is a price. 
It is left up to us, as citizens of our 
democracy, to be “smart shoppers,” to 
check and verify the sources, and de-
termine if what we are hearing is really 
the truth or not.

Former President Barack Obama 
recently expressed how prone we are 

to influences from lies and conspiracy 
theories, and that the main reason 
for our weakening democracy is the 
conflicting information that constantly 
bombards us, much from totally anony-
mous sources, some un-American, 
some dangerous.

Like jurors in a court of law, our 
most important job as citizens of this 
nation is to seek the truth. It is not easy 
these days with all the amplified media. 
Ultimately, we have to decide what is 
the truth and what is fake. Fortunately, 
here in America, we still have the abil-
ity to make that choice. The people of 
Russia don’t. We need to remember 
that.

Steve Parks, Bowler

L E T T E R S  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

O P I N I O N  PA G E  P O L I C Y
The Shawano Leader welcomes letters from its readers and wants to publish as many as possible. Letters should be no longer than 400 words and must be typed. The editor 

reserves the right to edit letters for accuracy, brevity and clarity. Please avoid personal attacks. Only one letter per writer will be published in a 14-day period, and letters from 
new writers will be considered first over more frequent participants. Longer pieces of up to 800 words will be considered for guest columns. All columns require a head shot 
of the author. All opinion pieces must be signed by the author, and an address and telephone number must be included for verification. No anonymous opinion pieces will be 
published under any circumstances. Thank you letters will be considered for publication on community pages in the paper. The 400-word limit applies to thank you letters, as 
well. The best and most expedient way to send letters is by email to editor@newmedia-wi.com. Put “letter to the editor” in the subject line and send the text in the body of the 
email. Letters can also be sent by mail or delivered in person to 1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano.
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Steaks sizzle  
in Tigerton

RIGHT: New York strip steaks and hamburgers were on sale at the Tigerton Lions Club steak fry on May 
14. Visitors pay $20 for the steak, potatoes, vegetables, desert and a drink. �LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

Tigerton Lions Club volunteer Gunner Kopitzke 
helps to deliver steaks during the Tigerton steak 
fry on May 14. Visitors wrote their order on a 
ticket and gave it to Kopitzke; he would pass 
along to the ticket while others grilled the steaks. 
Kopitzke then matched up the steak to the cor-
responding recipient. � LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

Lions Club volunteer John Gutho grills and prepares steaks for visitors to the Tigerton Lions Club steak fry at the Tigerton Community Center on May 14. The 
event is hosted by the Tigerton Lions Club in order to raise money for various organizations in the area.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

Tigerton residents, from left, Darold Koepke and Jeremy Knaup enjoy a dinner of steak and potatoes 
together during the Tigerton steak fry on May 14. Like many other groups of people, they used their 
time here to enjoy a meal as well as catch up with people that they have not seen in a while. 
� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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Shawano Lake and the Wolf River 
come to mind as two of Shawano 
County’s popular fishing destinations.

Gunnar Kvistad had something else 
in mind, however.

The 12-year-old Marion Elementary 
School sixth grader got up early May 7 
for the first day of Wisconsin’s inland 
fishing season, grabbed his fishing rod 
and a handful of minnows that he had 
caught in a creek near his home and 
headed to the boat landing at the Pella 
Pond.

The pond is a 49-acre lake created 
by a dam on the Embarrass River in 
the Shawano County community of 
Pella, halfway between Marion and 
Shawano.

While boat landings at Shawano 
Lake were filled with vehicles, boats 
and trailers, Kvistad had a section 
of the pond in Old Mill Park all to 
himself.

“It’s quiet, and I can just relax,” he 
said. “I was here at 6:30.”

He returned to the boat landing 
after fishing after school the previous 
day.

“Yesterday, I caught a northern on 
a minnow,” he said. “I was here just by 
myself, but sometimes, I come out on 
our boat with my dad and my mom. 
We catch bass, sunfish.”

Mark Schraufnagel, a DNR con-
servation warden based in Shawano, 
showed up at the landing to see how 
Kvistad was doing.

“I’m checking sturgeon sites; I’m 
checking trout spots,” he said. “There’s 
a lot going on. There’s going to be a lot 
of people out today because we finally 
got some good weather.”

Activity near the dam began to pick 
up around 8 a.m. as several people 
stopped along the road to see spawn-
ing lake sturgeon in the river below 
the dam.

Shawano County is home to a 
number of small-town ponds on the 
Embarrass River and its branches, 
including ponds in Caroline, Leopolis 
and Tilleda.

“These are actually pretty produc-
tive fisheries, and these little millponds 

mean a lot to these local communi-
ties,” Schraufnagel said. “There’s a 
little bit of everything. You have your 
panfish, you have your gamefish — a 
nice variety.

“Pella did a nice job with this,” he 
continued. “They have a pier here you 
can fish off of, and they have a fishing 
platform over there. (The Embarrass) 
isn’t listed as trout water below the 
dam, but there are trout in there that 
people will catch. Right now, it’s kind 

of neat because you can see the stur-
geon. Suckers will be moving in, and 
there will be a lot of guys fishing for 
them as well.”

The pond’s water level was recently 
dropped for dam repairs, according to 
Schraufnagel.

“They did drop the water here, so 
we’ll see how this goes,” he said. “They 
try to do that slowly so the fish can 
sense that and go upstream.”

Kvistad headed home at 10 a.m. 

without any fish to show for his effort, 
but said he’d be back later.

About 20 miles northwest of Pella, 
Luke Schmidt, of Kaukauna, and his 
friends fished for trout on Homme 
Pond — an impoundment of the 
Middle Branch of the Embarrass River, 
just north of Wittenberg.

“A bunch of friends and I get 
together every opening day for the 
last five years or so,” he said. “We’ve 
always called it Trout Club. We’ll fish 
a bunch of local streams and grill out 
later in the day.”

The group had several rainbow trout 
and one brook trout on ice before noon.

“It’s been pretty good,” Schmidt 
said. “You keep moving and work your 
way around. We’ve been on a number 
of streams this morning.”

The inland fishing opener isn’t as 
big as opening weekend of the state’s 
nine-day gun deer season, but Schmidt 
said the first Saturday in May is still a 
big deal.

“We look forward to it for sure,” he 
said. “Winter gets long.”

“Opening weekend has that tradi-
tion for a lot of families, whether it 
be trout fishing, walleye fishing or 
whatever,” Schraufnagel said. “It’s not 
quite the same as the nine-day, but it’s 
up there.”

Anglers head out for inland fishing opener
Even smaller 

waterways filled 
with folks bearing 

rods and reels
By GREG SEUBERT

Correspondent

A group of friends fish for trout on Homme Pond, an impoundment of the Middle Branch of the Embarrass River just north of Wittenberg. Several anglers 
headed to the pond May 7 for the first day of Wisconsin’s inland fishing season.� GREG SEUBERT

Gunnar Kvistad of Pella fishes on a dock at the Pella Pond boat landing May 7 on the first day of Wis-
consin’s inland fishing season. Although he ended up without a fish, he had a few bites and said he’ll be 
back soon.� GREG SEUBERT
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A sweet but  
familiar cozy 

mystery

B O O KS  A N D  ST U F F

This week I downloaded the three-
book set “Chocolate Centered Cozy 
Mysteries” by Cindy Bell. I only had 

time to read the 
first book, “The 
Sweet Smell of 
Murder,” but 
the plot is all too 
familiar.

Blue River holds 
lots of memories 
for Ally Sweet, 
some precious and 
a few painful. She 
was barely 2 when 

her father left, forcing Ally and her 
mother to move in with her maternal 
grandmother, Charlotte. It was “Mee-
maw” who cared for her mother as 
cancer slowly took her life. It was Mee-
maw who showered Ally with love and 
taught her all the things a child should 
know.

Ally’s favorite memories involve 
Charlotte’s chocolate shop, where she 
learned to create the amazing treats 
that are still popular in and around 
Blue River. As the story opens, Ally is 
returning to Blue River for a long visit. 
She needs to heal from the painful 
divorce and reassess her dead-end, but 
lucrative, job.

Most of all, Ally needs to bask in the 
love of her Mee-maw. And Mee-maw 
insists that she is desperate need of 
Ally’s help. Soon, Ally and her beloved 
cat, Peaches, are settled in, and Ally 
has joined Charlotte at the chocolate 
shop.

While she’s making some triple 
chocolate muffins, Conner Troy arrives 
to deliver an order in Mainbry. When 
Charlotte discovers she has the wrong 
color ribbon, she dashes to the fabric 
store leaving Ally and Conner together.

They chat a bit, and Conner sug-
gests that they meet for a drink after 
work. Ally doesn’t want to encourage 
his romantic ideas but doesn’t want 
to be rude, so she offers a pleasant 
“maybe.” The day goes by quickly, and 

the women hardly notice that Conner 
hasn’t returned from the delivery.

Charlotte feels he must have taken 
the van home and will return it the 
next morning. But the next morning 
brings news that Conner’s body has 
been found near the dumpster at Brent 
Nissle’s auto repair shop.

As expected, Detective Julian Bor-
ron and Luke Elm arrive with lots of 
questions. Ally once had a terrible 
crush on Julian, but she’s surprised by 
his gruff demeanor. Luke Elm is new to 
the area and comes off as too serious 
for Ally’s taste.

Both hint that Brent is the killer. 
The two families had been feuding 
for years, but Ally seriously doubted 
that Brent would kill Conner, so she 
slips down to the auto shop to spy on 
the detectives. The more she sees and 
hears, the more she is convinced that 
Luke is involved and trying to put the 
blame on Brent.

The next day she takes the van to 
the delivery address in the GPS. The 
abandoned factory building shows 
signs of recent activity. Could Conner 
have stumbled on something illegal 
here? Not knowing who to trust, Ally 
keeps the information to herself.

Ally is almost caught during a 
second visit to the old factory but 
learns that someone is using the place 
to store untaxed cigarettes and selling 
them on the black market. Things turn 
ugly when she decides to confide in 
Julian. When Conner stumbled on the 
factory, Julian used the old feud to 
frame Brent. Now he’s determined to 
kill her, too.

She manages to give Luke a coded 
plea for help. It takes him time, but 

AT A GLANCE
BOOK: “The Sweet Smell of Murder” (Chocolate 

Centered Cozy Mysteries, Book 1)
AUTHOR: Cindy Bell
PUBLISHER: Cindy Bell
YEAR PUBLISHED: 2015
NUMBER OF PAGES: 254

JAN JONES
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Mail to: NEW Media, 1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano, WI 54166

when he figures it out, he takes deci-
sive action. After Julian has been ar-
rested and charged, Luke explains that 
he had been suspicious of the man for 
some time but had to hard evidence. 
Thanks to Ally’s foolish snooping, he 
got more evidence than he needed.

I’m sure the other books will 

include more crimes and follow the 
relationship between Ally and Luke.

Sometimes it is hard to know who 
to trust, but we can always trust the 
staff at your public library to help us 
find great books to enjoy. Drop in soon 
and check it out.
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Bonduel’s Claire Gehm pitches during the team’s CWC-East games against Weyauwega-Fremont on May 9 in Bonduel.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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The Bonduel High School softball 
team’s magical season continued 
May 9 when the team earned 2-0 
and 5-0 wins over Weyauwega-Fre-
mont on an extremely windy May 9 
afternoon in Bonduel to secure the 
Central Wisconsin Conference-East 
Division title.

“It means a lot. We really put 
in a lot of practice,” said Bonduel’s 
Macy Niles of winning the confer-
ence. “Last year wasn’t our greatest, 
and this year we’ve just been more 
confident and worked harder. We 
play hard.”

Bonduel, which was undefeated 
and still had two conference games 
remaining in the regular season, has 
won in all kinds of ways this spring. 
Against Weyauwega-Fremont, the 
Bears used strong pitching from 
Claire Gehm and Nakiyah Hen-
ning mixed with strong defense and 
timely offense to come out on top.

In the 2-0 win in game one, Gehm 
worked a gem. She pitched all seven 
innings, striking out 10 batters to 
work around four hits and two 
walks.

“I just knew coming into the 
game that we didn’t really know 
where we stood, and this game re-
ally determined that. All I knew is 
that I could do as best as I could do, 
go out there and play and pitch like 
I can and my defense can back me 
up,” said Gehm. “They did that for 
sure, and I’m so thankful for every 
diving and windy high pop they 
got.”

Bonduel found a way to support 
Gehm by scratching across a run in 
the third and fifth innings.

Abby Stoltenow reached base in 
the third on a hit to right field. She 
later moved to third on a sacrifice 
bunt from Tatum Sporisky and then 
scored on a passed ball.

Audrey Weier walked to start the 
fifth frame and moved to second on 
a sac bunt from Niles. Another bunt 
from Stoltenow moved Weier to 
third. Bonduel’s next batter struck 
out, but as Weyauwega-Fremont 

threw to first to secure the out, 
Weier sprinted home for the team’s 
second run.

From there, Gehm took care of 
business, tossing two more zeros on 
the scoreboard to complete the win.

“It honestly gets me teary-
eyed,” said Gehm on winning the 
CWC-East title as a senior. “I never 
thought it was going to happen. This 
has been the best team I’ve played 
with, but I still never expected it. As 
we continued to win each week, I 
said, ‘I definitely see something, and 
I want us to keep going with it.’”

Game two was nearly a carbon 
copy of the first, but with Henning 
in the circle for the Bears. In her 
seven innings, she struck out six 
batters while working around seven 
baserunners.

Henning also had some strong de-

fensive play behind her. Ironically, 
one of the few misplays by the Bears 
on the day worked in the team’s fa-
vor, as a dropped popup turned into 
a game-ending double play.

“It says a lot (about the team win-
ning with its pitching and defense), 
especially after last year where we 
didn’t have that strong defense,” 
said Henning. “Defense wins games. 
If I didn’t have them, we wouldn’t be 
where we are now. You can’t have 
errors, and our defense has just been 
really good this year and it’s a great 
feeling.”

Serving as the visitors, Bonduel 
gave Henning early run support 
with a single tally in the first.

Sporisky singled to open the 
game and worked her way around 
the bases before scoring as the visi-
tors secured another strikeout at 

first base.
Ella Hischke singled to open the 

second and later scored on a Niles 
safety squeeze bunt.

Bonduel added two runs in the 
fifth frame, doing all the damage 
with two outs. Lila Pleshek was hit 
by a pitch and then stole second 
before scoring on Hailee Thomp-
son’s single. Thompson also stole 
second and then scored on a Hailey 
Zernicke single.

The host’s final run came in the 
sixth. Niles scored the run on a 
Sporisky single.

“I think that we’ve had really 
good heads-up baserunning,” said 
Niles. “We really want to win this 
year, so we’ve just been having more 
drive to get places on the bases.”

H I G H  S C H O O L  S O F T B A L L

Bonduel wins 2 to take CWC-East crown
Gehm, Henning 
toss shutouts to 

lead Bears
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Bonduel’s Abby Stoltenow slides safely into home during the team’s CWC-East doubleheader against Weyauwega-Fremont on May 9 in Bonduel.
� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com



Marion High School’s Jaden Stuhr 
nearly took the term “perfect game” to 
a new level May 12 during the baseball 
team’s 11-0 victory over Central Wis-
consin Conference-North Division foe 
Manawa in Marion.

The team’s pitcher faced just 15 
batters over five innings, and only one 
of the outs was in the field of play. The 
first batter of the game popped out to 
third base before Stuhr struck out the 
next 14 batters.

“I just came out and wanted to 
perform at my best. I knew it was 
going to be hot. I knew they were a 
good team, so I just went after it,” said 
Stuhr. “I controlled the zone I felt, and 
I just threw strikes. I put it in spots 
they couldn’t hit it. I want to thank my 
catcher Jay (Brei) for doing a good job 
behind the plate.”

Stuhr didn’t have too many at-bats 
go into deep counts, typically striking 
batters out on three of four pitches. As 
if the perfect game and 14 strikeouts 
weren’t enough, he pitched an im-
maculate inning (nine pitches and nine 
strikes with three strikeouts) in the 
second.

Stuhr is no stranger to memorable 
pitching outings, having also thrown a 
no-hitter against Gresham on May 3.

While Stuhr would have certainly 
enjoyed also striking out the first bat-
ter to finish with all strikeouts, he was 
just happy to contribute another win 
to the team’s perfect season. “We got 
the out; that’s all that matters.”

The junior lefty didn’t need all that 
much offensive help with the way he 
was pitching, but the Mustangs gave 
him more than enough run support 
anyway.

Marion tallied three runs in the first 
inning before adding four more in the 

second. Three runs in the third and an-
other in the fourth capped the scoring.

The Mustangs got contributions up 
and down the lineup, which is part of 
the reason why the team is undefeated.

“It’s awesome. Every single one of 
these guys, even the guys that don’t 
start, they work their butts off all 
season,” said Ethan Scheef on the bal-
anced attack at the plate. “For us to all 
be able to contribute to each and every 
game, it’s an amazing feeling. It makes 
each win way better.”

Alex Zimmerman had a similar 
thought.

“We have so many underclassmen, 
so many sophomores this year that 
are just taking over,” he said. “And it’s 
just awesome because to know that 
they can do it too, and you’re knowing 
that it’s not just another out coming 
up there — you know it can be a hit, 
maybe a double sending people in.

“That’s how we got 11 runs; other-
wise, you can’t do that with just two or 
three people. These sophomores are 
really stepping up this year.”

Nick Malueg led off for the Mus-
tangs and got on base in all four of his 
plate appearances. He came around to 
score the last three times he was on 
base, with the lone time he didn’t score 
coming after he was caught stealing in 
the first inning.

Instead of the play snuffing out a 
potentially big inning, Malueg’s efforts 
to try and hurdle the third baseman 
instead sparked the Mustangs’ dugout. 
Ryan Malueg, Stuhr and Zimmerman 
would later score in the inning.

In the second frame, Nick Malueg 
singled with one out to get a rally 
started. He came around to score later 
in the inning.

Stuhr, Zimmerman and Brei also 
scored in the second. Zimmerman 
came through with a big double, while 
Scheef singled for a second straight 
at-bat.

Jackson Krohn got things going for 
Marion in the third, singling to open 
the frame. Nick Malueg walked before 
Ryan Malueg doubled. Stuhr followed 
with a single and then Zimmerman 
reached on an error. When all was said 
and done, Krohn, Nick Malueg and 

Ryan Malueg scored in the inning.
To cap his big game, Nick Malueg 

doubled before scoring on a double 
from Ryan Malueg in the fourth.

“It feels good having a team that 
can hit, and it’s a team I know I can 
rely on at the plate — that if I need 

some room, they have my back, and I 
can really use that at times,” said Stuhr 
of the run support, adding that the 
early cushion helped him on his way to 
a perfect game.

FRIDAY, MAY 20, 2022  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE B3
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Marion’s Stuhr 
tosses perfect game 

against Manawa
Lefty pitcher struck 
out last 14 batters 

he faced
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Marion’s Jaden Stuhr pitches during the team’s CWC-North contest against Manawa on May 12 in Marion.
� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Marion’s Nick Malueg, top, hurdles Manawa’s third baseman during a CWC-North matchup on 
May 12 in Marion. Malueg was called out on the play, but the effort sparked Marion’s offense. 
� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com



The Marion High School softball 
team came up on the wrong end of a 
12-1 Central Wisconsin Conference-
North Division game against Manawa 
on May 12 in Marion.

Marion and Manawa were locked 
in a tight game — with the visitors up 
2-1 — before Manawa erupted for six 
runs in the fifth inning. Manawa added 
four more runs in the sixth to reach the 
10-run rule and end the contest.

In the fifth inning, it wasn’t defen-

sive mistakes that cost the Mustangs. 
Instead, it was tough luck, with Mana-
wa seemingly finding every opening in 
Marion’s defense.

“Manawa can hit the ball and they 
hit the ball well tonight. They hit the 
gaps,” said Marion coach Jenny Korth. 
“We were playing really good defense, 
but they hit the gaps and there wasn’t 
really a whole lot we could do to get 
that under wraps then.”

“They got their hits where they 
needed to and strung them together,” 
the coach added.

Manawa looked poised to run away 
with the game early, with two of the 
first three batters coming around to 
score, but Marion pitcher Morgan 
Schwartz was able to limit the damage 
by striking out a batter and inducing a 
flyout to strand a couple more runners.

Schwartz settled in from there, fac-
ing just one over the minimum across 
the next three innings.

In the fifth frame, only one Manawa 
batter walked. The big hit in the inning 
was a three-run inside-the-park homer.

The big inning got to Schwartz in 
the sixth, with a couple walks leading 
to the crooked number.

Marion had a fair share of baserun-
ners in the contest, but was only able 
to plate a single run in the fourth. Eden 
Brennan singled to lead off that frame 
and then stole second. A passed ball 
moved her to third before a wild pitch 
allowed her to cross home.

Dacotah Yonker walked to lead off 
the game for the Mustangs and then 
stole second, but she was eventually 
stranded on base.

Karlie Faehling walked and Kelsey 
Zillmer singled for Marion in the sec-
ond before being left on base.

Hailey Krueger was Marion’s other 
baserunner in the contest, reaching on 
an error in the third. She was never 

able to move up a base after a strikeout 
and groundout.

Despite the tough outcome, coach 
Korth hoped the team would ap-
preciate being in second place in the 
conference standings. The players did 
just that.

“I think it’s because we started off 
the season good,” said Yonker. “So 
then we were like, ‘oh my gosh, we 
have to do good throughout.’ And we 
have been. We’ve been doing really 

good because we enjoy being here and 
doing this and that helps a lot.”

“I think no matter what it’s awe-
some,” said Brennan. “With me being 
a senior, I haven’t been in many sports 
where we were up to the top. We were 
never really that good, so to finally 
say we were actually almost No. 1 at 
something feels above and beyond, it 
feels awesome.”
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One inning Marion’s downfall in conference loss
Mustangs  

limited to 1 run
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Marion’s Ashley Fischer sprints toward first base during the team’s CWC-North matchup against Mana-
wa on May 12 in Marion.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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The Oconto Falls High School 
boys golf team earned a second-place 
finish during a weather-shortened Stu 
Anderson Golf Invitational on May 12 
at River Island Golf Course in Oconto 
Falls.

Oconto Falls posted a team score 
of 169 through nine holes, behind only 
Marinette’s 159 and just ahead of Notre 
Dame’s 170. Oconto Falls also had an-
other team of five golfers competing, 
taking ninth with a mark of 231.

“Our team was happy taking second 
place today,” said Rease Hodkiewicz, 
who led the Panthers’ top team with a 
round of 40. “We thought we could of 
scored a little better, but we are confi-
dent going into some big tournaments 
coming up.”

Pulaski also competed at the invi-
tational, taking seventh with a mark of 
198.

Hodkiewicz made five pars during 
his round, including four in a row from 
holes 5-8. His mark of 40 tied for third 
as an individual.

“I was super confident today with 
my iron game and my chipping,” said 

Hodkiewicz. “I could have made some 
more putts; I left a few strokes out 
there.”

Kadyn Riel and Thomas Car-
mody each carded rounds of 42 for 
the Panthers’ top team, while Caden 
Leonhardt and Trevor Metzler each 
tallied 45s.

“I shot 42 on the first nine and was 
feeling really good, and I was thinking 
I was in for a good day,” said Carmody, 
noting the lightning that stopped the 
invitational. “A couple over hooked 
drives but other than that, I was very 
pleased.”

Oconto Falls’ second team was led 
by Keaton Herms, who shot a round 
of 46.

Nick Trepanier carded a 58, while 
Nick Allen was at a 61. Daniel Donart’s 
66 and Jackson McDonald’s 70 filled 
out the team.

“As a team, it feels like we are all 
finding our groove after a lot of bad 
weather events,” said Carmody. “We 
have a solid team and are hoping to 
continue getting better and finishing 
the season strong.”

Derek Shaw led Pulaski’s team with 
a round of 46.

“Today I hit my driver very well, 
putting it in the fairway almost every 
time,” said Shaw. “I feel like I could 
have played my irons a bit better.”

Isaac Nelson wasn’t too far behind 
Shaw with a round of 49.

Robert Kinner, Jaqx Kanusha and 
and Ryan Freward tallied rounds of 50, 
53 and 55, respectively.

“I think we will take our scores and 

be happy with them,” said Shaw. “It 
would have been nice to play the holes 
again, but the weather didn’t like the 
sound of that.”

H I G H  S C H O O L  G O L F

Oconto Falls claims 2nd 
at home invitational

Pulaski takes 7th
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Oconto Falls’ Trevor Metzler putts during the Stu Anderson Golf Invitational on May 12 at River Island 
Golf Course in Oconto Falls.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com

H I G H  S C H O O L  G O L F

Alicia Barreto named new Shawano’s head cheer coach
Sydney Utke will 

serve as assistant
The Shawano Community High 

School cheerleading program will have 
new coaches when students return to 
school in the fall.

Mary Kast, who has led the cheer 
program for the past 18 years, is 
stepping down from her role as head 
coach.

Alicia Barreto has been hired as the 
new head coach. She will be assisted 
by Sydney Utke.

Barreto is ready for the challenge of 
continuing to improve the cheer pro-
gram. She has a strong background in 
cheer and gymnastics. In high school, 

she cheered at South Milwaukee High 
School where she was the captain of 
her team in her junior and senior sea-
sons. After high school, she developed 
a cheerleading program at University 
of Wisconsin-Waukesha and served as 
a student-coach of the team, leading 
the team to a second-place finish at the 
collegiate state championships both 
years she served in that role.

Barreto is employed at Shawano 
Total Fitness as a personal trainer, 
nutrition coach, and activities coor-
dinator. She has also been part of the 
Shawano Leadership program, expect-
ing to graduate from the program this 
spring.

“I can’t thank Shawano enough 
for this amazing opportunity,” said 
Barreto. “Cheer has changed my life 

in such a positive way and I can’t wait 
to share with others the importance of 
the sport.”

Utke was a cheerleader for eight 
years, including for four years at 
SCHS. Most recently, she served as a 
volunteer coach for the SCHS cheer 
team during the 21-22 school year. 
Utke graduated with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in psychology from UW-
Stout, and is employed as a registered 
behavior technician at Strive Behavior 
Solutions.

Utke is excited to join the staff.
“As a former Shawano Hawk 

cheerleader, I look forward to helping 
with the development of great athletes 
and to be a part of such and amazing 
program,” she said.

“We are disappointed to see coach 

Kast step away,” said SCHS Activities 
Director Joel Wondra. “We are grate-
ful for all she has done for the cheer 
program. She is passing along a strong, 
respected program. I’m confident that 
coach Barreto and coach Utke will 
build upon that strong foundation by 
continuing to provide a positive, mean-
ingful experience to the members of 
the team.”

The new coaches have already 
begun planning for the fall team. A 
clinic and tryouts for the fall squad are 
tentatively planned for Aug. 1, from 11 
a.m. until 2 p.m. Students interested in 
cheerleading should watch the cheer 
page on the district website (www.
shawanoschools.com/o/schs/page/
cheerleading-home-page) for more 
information.
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Oconto Falls High School’s Bri-
anna Delzer has saved some of her 
best performances for late in her 
high school career.

Delzer placed first in the shot 
put and discus at the Oconto 
County Meet on May 9. Her throw 
was 32 feet, 4½ inches in the shot 
put, winning the event by more 
than 2 feet. Delzer’s toss of 101-11 
in the discus was the top mark by 
more than 8 feet.

Earlier in the season, she placed 
second in discus and third in shot 
put at a pair of North Eastern Con-
ference triangulars.

Delzer placed fifth in the discus 
and sixth in the shot put during the 
NEC Championship on May 14.

Q: When did your interest in 
track and field begin?

A: I began my first year of track 
when I was a freshman.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the track and field season?

A: Having fun with my team-
mates but still pushing to do our 
best. Most of the time us throwers 
are always laughing at the things 
we do wrong instead of being hard 
on ourselves, which makes it easier 
to be comfortable and learn from 
your mistakes.

Q: What has track and field 
taught you over the years?

A: You can have fun but still 
work hard.

Q: What is your favorite event 
to compete in, and why?

A: Shot put. My family is always 
there to give me new tips on form 
to throw farther.

Q: You’ve turned in several 
strong finishes over the past cou-
ple weeks. To what would you 
attribute your recent success?

A: Some of my credit goes out 
to my sister (Jessica Sellen) who is 
a current record holder of disc for 
Oconto Falls who always helps me 
with form for throwing. Otherwise 

it would be my parents (Ann Fuelle 
and Jay Delzer) pushing me to 
throw farther and give tips.

Q: As the season winds down, 
is there anything you are hoping 
to accomplish individually?

A: As the season is slowly ending 
I hope to hit over 110 feet in disc 

and over 33 feet in shot — some-
thing I know I am capable of doing. 
I’m also hoping I could beat my 
sister’s record in disc just because 
my family is pretty competitive and 
that way I would have something to 
brag about.

Q: As a senior, how do you 

help lead the rest of the team?
A: My biggest thing is to have 

fun, I’m always smiling or laughing 
in track. I encourage others to have 
fun and work hard. Everyone’s ca-
pable of achieving what they want 
as long as they work for it.

Q: Before a meet starts, do 
you or the team have any rou-
tines or rituals you go through?

A: As a team we go through 
warmups. Sometimes when us 
throwers really wanna get warmed 
up we run up and down hills.

Q: What’s your favorite mem-
ory of competing on the Oconto 
Falls track and field team?

A: My favorite memory is when 
us throwers were laughing so hard 
one of the teammates threw up, 
then we all couldn’t stop laughing 
for minutes straight.

Q: Favorite movie, TV show 
and musical artist?

A: Movie — “42.” TV show — 
“Criminal Minds.” Musical artist — 
The Weeknd.

Q: Name one thing about 
yourself that not many people 
know.

A: My mom pushes me to my 
best, she knows I have great poten-
tial and not many people know she 
is my biggest supporter. She is my 
No. 1.

Q: What are some things you 
hope to accomplish after gradu-
ating high school?

A: Graduating high school going 
into college at NWTC for dental 
hygiene is my No. 1 focus. Becom-
ing a dental hygienist and becoming 
successful is my dream accomplish-
ment.

AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  B R I A N N A  D E L Z E R

Oconto Falls thrower excelling as season winds down

Oconto Falls’ Brianna Delzer competes in the shot put at the North Eastern Conference Championship 
on May 13 in Freedom.� CONTRIBUTED

AT A GLANCE
Athlete: Brianna Delzer
Sport: Track and field
Events: Shot put, discus
School: Oconto Falls High School
Year: Senior
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Kaden Marcell has put together 
a strong golf career for the Shawano 
Community High School team. He’s 
continued to stack up strong finishes in 
his senior season.

Marcell led the Hawks during a Bay 
Conference meet on May 10, shooting 
a nine-hole round of 36. That score 
tied him for second as an individual. 
Marcell also led the team at a few 
other conference events.

He tied for fifth as an individual at 
the Oneida Classic on May 2 with an 
18-hole round of 76. Marcell posted a 
round of 74 during the Chilton Invite 
on May 7, tying for second as an indi-
vidual.

Q: When did your interest in golf 
begin?

A: My interest in golf began when 
my grandpa (Dean Marcell) first 
started taking me out to the golf course 
when I was 3 years old. Freshman 
year I really took the commitment by 
picking golf over baseball due to them 
being in the same season. Let’s say I 
don’t regret my decision.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the golf season?

A: My favorite part of the golf 
season is the conference meets every 
week. Playing with the same guys 
since freshman year is awesome, and 
it has been increasingly competitive 
over the years. My absolute favorite 
being the conference final because all 
that pressure on trying to perform well 
makes me show up.

Q: What has golf taught you over 
the years?

A: Golf has taught me over the 
years to be patient with stuff and to 
try and look at the benefits over the 
negatives. I always try to keep a posi-
tive mood on the course, and it has 
changed the way I act off the course.

Q: What is your favorite aspect 
of golf, and why?

A: My favorite aspect of golf is for 
sure the tee shot. There’s nothing bet-

ter in my opinion than hitting a perfect 
drive down the middle, setting up the 
perfect approach shot.

Q: How did you prepare for the 
golf season?

A: I prepared for this golf season by 
going to the gym in the winter and also 
hitting on my home simulator. Also 
working on putting in my basement 
has played a key role in this season.

Q: As the season begins to wind 
down, what goals do you and the 
team have?

A: Our team this year has set very 
high standards. Our main goal is to 
qualify for sectionals as a team and 

potentially even state, which I feel is 
possible if all of our players shoot well. 
I have the goals of trying to qualify for 
the state tournament this year. I feel 
like I have been playing the way I need 
to be to make it and think I can make a 
good run at it.

Q: Golf can be a tricky sport to 
be consistent at. How have you 
been able to put up strong rounds 
time after time?

A: The way I have been able to 
put up strong rounds time after time 
is practice; as golfers, our goal is to 
achieve perfection and I think the 
practice we put in makes us closer to 

that. Everyone can hit a good shot now 
and then, but what sets people apart is 
how consistent you are at being able 
to do that. Another thing I do is just 
keep confidence throughout the round. 
There are a lot of shots in a round that 
may alter the round, but being confi-
dent in performing the shot is key.

Q: Before a meet starts, do you 
or the team have any routines or 
rituals you go through?

A: Honestly our team has zero ritu-
als before the rounds, other than just 
warming up and going out and playing. 
Only thing I do different is I always 
putt first, because I feel that it’s the 
most important.

Q: What’s your favorite memory 
of competing on the Shawano golf 
team?

A: My favorite memory of compet-
ing on the golf team will be the bus 
rides to all of the meets. Just being 
with the team on the bus is so much 
fun, I think it beats everything out.

Q: Favorite movie, TV show and 
musical artist?

A: Movie — “Creed 2.” TV show 
— Do not actually have one — I don’t 
watch TV. Music artist — Sam Hunt.

Q: Name one thing about your-
self that not many people know.

A: I am actually ambidextrous, so 
I swing left, write with my right hand, 
throw with my right and kick with my 
left.

Q: What are some things you 
hope to accomplish after graduat-
ing high school?

A: I hope to go to a post-secondary 
school and graduate with a degree, and 
then with my golf career hopefully get 
a scholarship or make it as a PGA Tour 
pro.

AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  KA D E N  M A R C E L L

Shawano senior stacking up top finishes

Shawano’s Kaden Marcell looks on after taking a shot during the Oneida Classic on May 2 at Oneida Golf 
and Country Club in Green Bay.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

AT A GLANCE
Athlete: Kaden Marcell
Sport: Golf
School: Shawano Community High School
Year: Senior
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Wittenberg-Birnamwood High 
School’s Reese Rogowski won four 
individual events to help the girls 
track and field team to a second-
place finish at the Central Wisconsin 
Conference-Large Division Champi-
onships on May 14 in Keshena.

Rogowski earned first in the 100-, 
200- and 400-meter dashes and the 
long jump. She won the 100 in 12.3 
seconds and the 200 in 25.78 seconds. 
Rogowski’s time of 58.07 seconds 
won the 400 by over four seconds, 
and her top leap of 18 feet, 0.5 inches 
was the best by more than 2 feet.

“It means a lot. I had high ex-
pectations for myself, and I want to 
continue to get better as the season 
progresses,” said Rogowski on what 
the four conference titles mean to 
her.

Rogowski’s big day helped the girls 
team rack up 117½ total points, only 
behind Manawa’s 122½. Bonduel came 

in seventh with 51 points, and Menomi-
nee Indian was ninth with 17 points.

On the boys side, Witt-Birn took 
eighth with 53 points. Bonduel placed 
ninth with 48 points, and Menominee 
Indian scored 10 points to take 10th.

Along with Rogowski’s four top 
finishes, Jalynn Horacek also won an 
event for the Witt-Birn girls. She had 
a leap of 33-11 to win the triple jump.

The Witt-Birn boys team was led 
by Simon Schairer, who was part of 
two first-place finishes. Schairer won 
the 400 dash in 52.19 seconds and 
teamed up with Alex Centeno, Con-
ner Groshek and Craig Wendel for 
first in the 4x400 relay (3:39.59).

Schairer also placed second in the 
triple jump with a mark of 41-11½.

“My strong conference finishes 
mean to me that all the practicing has 
paid off and that I am still improving 
as the season goes on to hopefully 
finish the track season out well,” said 
Schairer.

Placing second individually for 
the Chargers was Faith Resch in the 

200 (27.25) and Horacek in the 100 
hurdles (17.8).

Horacek, Resch, Allison Linke 
and Kit Stewart teamed up for a 
second-place finish in the 4x100 relay 
(54.80).

Individually, Linke placed third in 
the 300 hurdles (52.34), while Resch 
was third in the high jump (4-8).

The Bonduel girls team was led 
by a first-place finish from the 4x100 
relay team of Brenna Hertzfeldt, Ava 
Pleshek, Anna Beaumier and Meghan 
Wondra. The quartet put up a time of 
54.46 seconds.

Individually, Pleshek was sec-
ond in the 100 hurdles (17.79), while 
Hertzfeldt was second in the shot put 
(37-5½). Hertzfeldt placed third in 
the discus (101-9).

“It’s honestly a confidence boost-
er,” said Hertzfeldt. “Some meets 
have not gone as well as I would 
have liked, so to finish the events 
at conference like I did is definitely 
reassuring. Also, I’m so proud of our 
4x1 team to push it all the way to the 

end to secure first place.”
Gaven Vance led the Bonduel 

boys with second-place finishes in 
the long jump (20-2) and 200 dash 
(23.43).

“I was pretty happy with how I 
finished overall, especially with long 
jump,” said Vance. “I’m hoping for a 
even better performance in regionals 
and sectionals later on this month.

“This also means a lot. With how 
my last couple of meets have gone, 
the conference meet helped to boost 
my overall confidence.”

Karter Schroeder claimed second 
in the high jump (5-10). Jon Sell se-
cured third in the discus (130-3) and 
shot put (42-5½).

Menominee Indian’s top finishes 
were both fourth place.

Barron Waupoose turned in a 
time of 24.41 seconds to claim fourth 
in the boys 200 dash. Emma Kom-
anekin, Alezaha King, Cali Shawano 
and Alexis Zhuckkahosee teamed 
up for fourth in the girls 4x200 relay 
(2:03.55).

Oconto Falls High School’s Brai-
lyn St. Louis won the high jump to 
lead the girls track and field team at 
the North Eastern Conference Cham-
pionship on May 13 in Freedom.

St. Louis cleared a height of 5 feet 
to win the event. She also took third 
in the 100 hurdles in 17.41 seconds.

“My conference title in high jump 
is really cool to see my hard work 
pay off,” said St. Louis. “I never 
would have expected this coming 
into the meet on a 90-degree day 

with about 13-15 girls total in this 
event.

“I was super excited to find this 
out later on, and I’m looking forward 
to regionals and I hope to keep work-
ing toward my goal of breaking the 
school record.”

The Oconto Falls girls team accu-

mulated 50 points to place fifth as a 
team. On the boys side, the Panthers 
took ninth with 21½ points.

The boys team had no top-three 
finishers. Devon Dorn, Isaac Bramer, 
Noah Hirst and Conner Wilquet 
teamed up for fourth in the 4x100 
relay (46.41) for the team’s top finish.

H I G H  S C H O O L  T R A C K

H I G H  S C H O O L  T R A C K

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Rogowski 
wins 4 events at conference meet

Oconto Falls’ St. Louis wins conference title in high jump

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor



FRIDAY, MAY 20, 2022  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE B11



PAGE B12  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, MAY 20, 2022

The Gresham/Bowler track 
and field co-op took first in seven 
events during the Central Wisconsin 
Conference-Small Division Confer-
ence Meet on May 13 in Plainfield.

The Gresham/Bowler boys placed 
third as a team with a score of 95.

The Gresham/Bowler girls 
took fourth with 111 points. Marion 
claimed eighth with five points and 
Tigerton had four points to place 
ninth.

Emmitt Kietlinski led the Gresh-
am/Bowler boys with top finishes 
in the long jump and high jump. He 
posted a top leap of 19 feet, 6¾ inches 

in the long jump and cleared 6-6 in 
the high jump. He also took second in 
the triple jump with a mark of 41-11.

“One of my goals at the start of 
the season was to be a conference 
champion in at least two of the 
jumping events,” said Kietlinski. 
“Improving my technique, particu-
larly in the high jump, has helped 
accomplish that goal. Having tied 
the 32-year conference high jump 
record is one of the highlights of my 
prep career so far.”

Bryson Nelson had two top-three 
finishes for the boys co-op. He was 
first in the 3,200-meter run with a 
time of 12 minutes, 12.47 seconds 
and claimed third in the 1,600 in 
5:34.47.

Kellen Pingel placed second in 
the discus (118 feet) for the Gresh-
am/Bowler boys. Taking third was 
Edward Castellanos in the 3,200 
(13:07.17), Jackson Pingel in the shot 

put (36-11½) and Zach Ziemer in the 
discus (114-2).

Three Gresham/Bowler girls 
relay teams placed first. Hannah 
Cerveny, Willow Demaskie, Valarie 
Cerveny and Ireland Jensen teamed 
up for first in the 4x100 relay (56.43 
seconds). Jemy Reedy joined Han-
nah Cerveny, Demaskie and Jensen 
on the 4x200 relay that took first in 
2:00.43.

Josie Cerveny, Maddie Haffner, 
Hazel Tepiew and Camille Gourley 
formed the top-finishing 4x800 relay 
(12:48.71).

Valarie Cerveny won the girls 
shot put with a throw of 34-2. She 
claimed third in the high jump (4-7).

“My conference title in the shot 
put means a lot to me. It’s one of 
my goals I’ve always had, and I’m so 
grateful to be able to accomplish it,” 
said Valarie Cerveny.

Josie Cerveny took third in the 

3,200 (14:47.73).
Demaskie, Gourley, Tepiew and 

Danica Peters formed the third-
place finishing 4x400 relay (5:30.66).

“Having three relay teams place 
first was so exciting,” said Valarie 
Cerveny. “They had a lot of energy 
and wanted to go after it and win, 
and that’s exactly what they did. It 
was fun to watch.”

The Marion girls only took part 
in two events. Peytra Bailey, Lily 
Wudstrack, Hailey Meister and 
Bridget Much had the top finish for 
the team after placing sixth in the 
4x100 relay (1:07.14).

Mary Kreklow turned in Tiger-
ton’s top finish at the meet. She 
placed sixth in the 3,200 (15:58.02).

Emily Bruss won the girls triple 
jump to lead the Pulaski High School 
track and field team at the Fox River 
Classic Conference Meet on May 14 
in Manitowoc.

Bruss had a top leap of 34 feet, 8½ 
inches to win the triple jump.

“Winning the conference title 
means so much to me,” said Bruss. 
“I could not have done it without 
my amazing coaches. They push me 

every day to gain confidence in my 
skills and have helped me improve 
by leaps and bounds.

“Especially since this is my first 
year doing triple jump, I am so proud 
of what I have accomplished so far, 
and I can’t wait for what is to come 
for the rest of my season.”

Bruss also claimed third place in 
the long jump with a leap of 16-1½.

The Pulaski girls placed sixth as a 
team with 52½ points, while the boys 
came in eighth with 28½ points.

The Pulaski girls’ 4x200-meter 
relay team placed third in a time of 1 
minute, 51.29 seconds. Rachael Allen, 
Hallie Morz, Grace Goodness and 
Anna Friedman formed the team.

Jack Marsh led the Pulaski boys 
team with a second-place finish in 
the discus. His top throw was 136-3.

“I put in a lot of work this sea-
son and in the preseason with 
some coaching and weight training, 
working to placing high in some of 
the bigger track meets,” said Marsh. 

“I’m happy with my performance but 
want to continue to work hard and 
throw farther.”

T.J. Shaw took third in the boys 
3,200 with a time of 10:04.47.

Eian Ziemer, Mason Wells, Ry-
lan Rodal and Brock Steinbrecher 
teamed up for third in the boys’ 
4x200 relay with a time of 1:32.38.

H I G H  S C H O O L  T R A C K

H I G H  S C H O O L  T R A C K

Gresham/Bowler girls and boys 
teams rack up 7 conference titles

Bruss wins triple jump to lead Pulaski at FRCC Meet

Bowler’s Kietlinski  
wins 2 individual events

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

ONLINE
Full results from the meet can be found at www.

athletic.net.

ONLINE
Full results from the meet can be found at 

wi.milesplit.com.
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UW-Madison
Shawano Community High School 

graduate Brandi Gueths and the 
Wisconsin women’s rowing team 
competed at the Big Ten Rowing 

Championships on 
May 15.

Gueths was on 
the varsity eight 
team that placed 
seventh with a 
time of 6 minutes, 
37.448 seconds.

After the 
races, Gueths was 
honored with a 
spot on the second 

team All-Big Ten.

St. Norbert College
Oconto Falls graduate Mason Se-

fcik pitched in two games for the St. 
Norbert baseball team at the NACC 
Tournament last week.

Sefcik pitched 5 1/3 innings in the 
team’s win over Aurora on May 12. 
He allowed four runs on seven hits.

He got three 
outs in the team’s 
loss to Edgewood 
on May 14. He 
surrendered two 
runs.

Witt-Birn 
graduate Simon 
Stewart also 
pitched in the loss 
to Edgewood. He 
worked an inning 

and allowed one run.

UW-Stout
Pulaski High School graduate Kev-

in Ruechel earned two strong finishes 
while competing for the UW-Stout 
men’s track and field team at the UW-
La Crosse Eagle Open on May 13.

Ruechel won the shot put with 
a top throw of 17.93 meters. The 
second-place finisher had a mark of 
16.42 meters.

Ruechel placed second in the dis-
cus with a toss of 50.54 meters.

UW-Stevens Point
Menominee Indian grad Guada-

lupe Corn competed in three events 
while representing the UW-Stevens 
Point women’s track and field team 
during the UW-La Crosse Eagle Open 
on May 13.

Corn’s top finish with 14th in the 
shot put with a mark of 10.88 meters.

Corn also placed 22nd in the ham-
mer throw (38.06 meters) and 32nd in 
the discus (25.28 meters).

UW-La Crosse
Oconto Falls grad Tucker Bouche 

pitched in two of the UW-La Crosse 
baseball team’s three WIAC Tourna-
ment games last week.

He was unable to record an out 
while facing three batters during the 
team’s loss to UW-Stevens Point on 
May 12. He got four outs in the team’s 
setback to UW-Oshkosh on May 13.

Winona State University
Wittenberg-Birnamwood gradu-

ate Maddy Pietz was part of several 
strong finishes while competing for 
the Winona State women’s track and 
field team during the NSIC Outdoor 
Track and Field Championship on 

May 12-14.
Pietz won on the first-place fin-

ishing 4x400-meter relay team that 
had a time of 3:53.32. She was on the 
4x100 relay team that came in third 
in 47.31 seconds.

Individually, the Witt-Birn grad 
came in sixth in the 100 dash (12.24 
seconds) and finished ninth in the 
200 (25.13 seconds).

UW-Eau Claire
Suring grad Mitch Stegeman 

placed fourth in the pole vault while 
representing the UW-Eau Claire 
men’s track and field team at the UW-
La Crosse Eagle Open on May 13.

Stegeman cleared 4.84 meters to 
earn his finish.

Viterbo University
Gillett grad Lauren Herzog com-

peted in the 3,000 steeplechase for 
the UW-La Crosse women’s track 
and field team at the NSAA Outdoor 
Track and Field Championships on 
May 12 and 13.

She posted a time of 14:52.73.

PAGE B14  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, MAY 20, 2022

CO L L E G E  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

BRANDI GUETHS

SIMON STEWART

East-West Division
Marion 4
Caroline 1

Marion took down Caroline on 
May 15 in Marion.

Joe Weyenberg pitched a com-
plete game for Marion. Alex Elandt 
drove in two runs to lead the team at 
the plate.

Justin Reminger tallied two hits 
for Caroline. Aaron Hoffman took the 
loss on the mound.

Neopit 5
Tilleda 1

Neopit defended its home turf and 
topped Tilleda on May 15 in Neopit.

Lowell Chevalier registered two of 
Neopit’s seven hits. Donald Wauke-
chon earned the win on the hill.

Zach Fehrman was tagged with 
the loss for Tilleda. Landon Kroening 
recorded two of the team’s three hits.

Clintonville 14
Gresham 4

Clintonville rolled past Gresham 
on May 15 in Clintonville.

Jordan Koeppen drove in three 
runs on three hits for Clintonville, 
while Turner Doornink homered and 
drove in a pair. Mitch Ebben drove in 
two runs on two hits, while Matthew 

Morse had two hits.
Hunter Vollmer secured the win 

for Clintonville, while Paul Murphy 
took the loss for Gresham.

Mike James led Gresham at the 
plate with two hits.

Tigerton 10
Leopolis 1

Tigerton eased past Leopolis on 
May 15 in Leopolis.

Justin Sivertson led Tigerton with 
three hits, while Paul Sellner, Pat 
Provoast, Izaiah Hidde and Patrick 
Bailey had two each.

Paul Sellner struck out 10 batters 
over six innings to earn the win on 
the hill. Kasey Kristof took the loss 
for Leopolis.

Nate Laude posted three hits for 
Leopolis, with Thomas Kasik adding 
two hits.

Little Falls wins by forfeit
Little Falls earned a forfeit win 

over Shawano on May 15.
Shawano could not field a com-

plete team.

South Central Division
Plover 14
Green Lake 10

Plover topped Green Lake on May 
15 in Plover.

Levi Baerwolf had four RBIs on 
three hits for Plover. Kevin Jastrom-

ski added two RBIs on three hits, 
while Jason Jones scored five runs 
and tallied two hits.

Zack Hintz struck out 10 bat-
ters and earned the win for Plover. 
Damien Netzler took the loss.

Gregg Danke drove in five runs on 
three hits for Green Lake. Netzler and 
Jared Danke posted two hits each.

New London 18
Weymont 3

New London rolled to a win over 
Weymont on May 15 in New London.

Dylan Moeller was credited with 
four RBIs for New London, while 
Will Wholt had two. Andrew Parker 
tallied three hits, and Tyler Janke, 
Austin Warren and Wholt all had 
two hits.

Myles Parker earned the win after 
pitching three innings. Trevor Wet-
zel was tagged with the loss.

Jeremy Christians led Weymont 
with two hits.

North Division
Aniwa 14
Antigo/Polar 11

Aniwa won a high-scoring contest 
over Antigo/Polar on May 15 in Antigo.

Kody Szews earned the win on the 
mound and led Aniwa with two hits. 
Wade Farmer belted a homer.

Jed Weix and Elliott Orgeman each 
posted three hits for Antigo/Polar. 
Cole Kuenzli took the loss on the hill.

Elderon 8
Hatley 3

Elderon picked up a win over 
Hatley on May 15 in Elderon.

Brandon Groshek and Casey Ker-
stner each homered for Elderon, with 
Groshek and Troy Leiskau tallying 
two hits each.

Kerstner earned the win on the 
mound, with Simon Stewart taking 
the loss for Hatley.

Kodie Kocher tallied two hits for 
Hatley, with one of the hits being a 
homer.

Birnamwood 11
Wittenberg 6

Birnamwood defeated Wittenberg 
on May 15 in Wittenberg.

Brad Knoblock recorded two hits 
and earned the win on the hill. Carter 
Prey also had two hits.

James Thompson suffered the loss 
for Wittenberg.

B A B A  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF ONLINE

Visit www.bababaseball.com/index.html for up-
to-date standings and statistics from the BABA.

FYI
This week’s Dairyland League highlights can be 

found at www.newmedia-wi.com.



The Shawano Community High 
School boys tennis team placed 
fourth at the Bay Conference Tour-
nament on May 14 in De Pere.

Xavier won the tournament with 
41 points. West De Pere was second 
with 35 points, while Fox Valley 
Lutheran had 24 points for third. 
Shawano scored 18 points to come 
in fourth.

Shawano’s Andrew VanDen-
Heuvel and Seth Williams teamed 
up for a third-place finish in No. 

2 doubles action. Josh Bergmann 
placed third in No. 2 singles play.

VanDenHeuvel and Williams won 
their first two matches before losing 
against Xavier. Bergmann also won 
his first two matches before falling to 
a player from West De Pere.

Singles: No. 1: George Bergmann SHAWANO def. 
Luis Gaytan GREEN BAY EAST, 6-2, 6-0; Nathan 

Johnson MENASHA def. George Buerman, 7-5, 6-3; 
George Buerman def. Skyler Krouth GREEN BAY 
WEST, 6-1, 6-0; No. 2: Josh Bergmann SHAWANO 
def. Victor Martinez Macias GREEN BAY EAST, 
6-1, 6-3; Josh Bergmann def. Jonathon Gregory, 
MENASHA, 4-6, 6-4, 10-2; Jeremy Weller WEST DE 
PERE def. Josh Bergmann, 6-3, 7-5; No. 3: Tristan 
Sheldon SHAWANO def. Jaeden Sweatt MENASHA, 
2-6, 7-5, 10-5; Andrew Minorik XAVIER def. 
Sheldon, 6-1, 6-0; Christian Monigal FOX VALLEY 
LUTHERAN def. Sheldon, 6-1, 6-0; No. 4: Daniel 
Fernandez FOX VALLEY LUTHERAN def. Benjamin 
Langlois SHAWANO, 6-2, 6-2.
Doubles: No. 1: Tristan Tetting-Isaac Welander 
SHAWANO def. Ben Oana-Lucas Thephavong 

GREEN BAY EAST, 6-0, 7-5; Carter Bankes-
Jonathan Allen GREEN BAY WEST def. Tetting-
Welander, 6-2, 7-6 (4); Tetting-Welander def. 
Jameson Schultz-Caleb Hartl MENASHA, 6-3, 
6-1; No. 2: Seth Williams-Andrew Vandenheuvel 
SHAWANO def. Eli Minot-Payton VanDinter 
MENASHA HIGH, 6-4 , 6-3; Williams-Vandenheuvel 
def. Tommy Erler-Aiden Miller Riesterer GREEN 
BAY WEST, 2-6, 6-3, 12-10; Sean Utrie-Mark 
Steinlage XAVIER, def. Williams-Vandenheuvel, 
6-0, 6-1; No. 3: Henry Gugala-Reinders-Logan 
Minot MENASHA def. Mason Sparks-Elias Popp 
SHAWANO HIGH, 6-3, 6-1; Popp-Sparks def. Arturo 
Martinez-Eli Miller Riesterer GREEN BAY WEST, 
6-3, 6-3.

Pending formal approval, Adam 
Gafner will be the new head hockey 
coach for the Shawano boys co-op in 
the 2022-23 season.

Hockey is part of Gafner’s fabric. 
He has been involved in hockey in 
one form or another for almost 35 
years.

He played high school hockey in 
Escanaba, Michigan, where he was 
a four-year varsity letterwinner and 
earned First Team All-UP honors. 

He previously coached the Sha-
wano JV football team from 2008-10, 
and he currently serves as the Mite 
Program Director for the Shawano 
Hockey League.

“I believe 
many life lessons 
were learned last 
season during a 
challenging year. 
They don’t have 
to be bad lessons. 
Growth comes 
through trials in 
life and we will 
come out better 

as a group as a result,” said Gafner 
when asked about his plans for the 
program. “A long time ago I was 
taught that winning is work and los-
ing is easy. It’s time for us to get to 
work,”

Gafner earned a business degree 
from Western Michigan University 
and is currently the COO and Man-
aging Partner of Titletown Wealth 
Management in Green Bay.

“We are pleased to welcome coach 
Gafner to our staff,” said Shawano 
Community High School Activities 
Director Joel Wondra. “We were 
looking for a coach who could teach 
the game of hockey, but more im-
portantly, would improve the overall 
culture within our hockey program. 
Adam shared plans to facilitate mean-
ingful practices, commit to our athlet-
ic performance training program, and 
establish and adhere to high standards 

for player commitment and conduct. 
We found that in Adam.”

Gafner and his staff will get to 
work immediately.

“Our coaching staff is excited to 
share with everyone our vision going 
forward this season and beyond,” Gaf-
ner said. “We look forward to greater 
investment from these students in one 
another on and off the ice.”

He and his staff will begin by 
getting acquainted with the play-
ers and families, encouraging player 
participation in the summer athletic 
performance program, and develop-
ing out-of-season opportunities for 
the players.

The Shawano Community High 
School boys and girls track and 
field teams each placed third at the 
Bay Conference Championships on 
May 14 in West De Pere.

The boys team scored 97½ 
points, while the girls tallied 95 
points.

Elliott Lowney led the boys team 
with two first-place finishes. He 

won the 100-meter dash in 10.91 
seconds, and took the 200 title in 
22.27 seconds.

“It was just so rewarding to final-
ly get a win at the conference meet. 
Last year I took second three times 
and I knew I wasn’t going to let that 
happen again,” said Lowney. “Even 
better that I broke the school re-
cord in the 100 while doing it. And 
it wasn’t just me having success, 
everyone was doing so well.”

Isabel Roloff won two events to 
lead the Shawano girls. She claimed 
the 100 dash in 12.33 seconds and 
cleared 11-6 in the pole vault to take 
first.

“Winning the conference 
(titles) means a lot to me because 
it encourages me to work harder 
and strive for more,” said Roloff. 
“It shows me that my hard work in 
practice has paid off. Winning these 
titles also gives me more confi-
dence as regionals and sectionals 
approach.”

The Shawano girls 4x800 relay 
team placed first in 10:12.93.

Back on the boys side, Riley 
Siegfried took first in the pole vault 
(11-9). 

Jackson Smits earned first in 
discus with a throw of 148-8.

Placing second for the Shawano 

girls was Grace Beyer in the 800 
(2:30.6) and Lily Guenther in the 
3,200 (12:31.82).

Guenther finished third in the 
1,600 (5:55.12). The 4x400 relay 
team took third in 4:25.79.

The boys 4x100 relay team 
placed second in 45.27 seconds. 
Will Chelberg claimed second in 
the 3,200 (10:42.62).

Chelberg also took third in the 
1,600 (4:43.29). The boys 4x800 
relay team placed third in 9:04.16.
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ADAM GAFNER

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

ONLINE
Full results from the championships can be found 

at wi.milesplit.com.

H I G H  S C H O O L  H O C K E Y

H I G H  S C H O O L  T R A C K

Adam Gafner named new Shawano co-op coach

Shawano teams 3rd at conference championships
Lowney, Roloff  

lead Hawks

H I G H  S C H O O L  T E N N I S

Shawano boys take 4th place at conference tournament
By NEW MEDIA STAFF ONLINE

This week’s high school highlights and Shawano 
Speedway recap can be found at www.newmedia-wi.
com.
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THE A-HA-HA-HA FACTORTHE A-HA-HA-HA FACTOR
Comedian combines rural roots, city life to keep ’em laughingComedian combines rural roots, city life to keep ’em laughing
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Judd Reminger keeps folks laughing in Wisconsin and other places around the Midwest as a stand-up comedian, but it took a disastrous initial outing 11 years ago for him to bring his craft into focus.� CONTRIBUTED
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Laugh if you want to, but please laugh
Judd Reminger takes lessons from disastrous performance to create stand-up comedy career

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

If folks working in the fields of 
Leopolis hear laughter in the distance, 
it can only mean one thing: Judd 
Reminger has come home to visit his 
family.

Whether they’re laughing with him 
or at him, the stand-up comedian who 
grew up in rural Shawano County is 
perfectly fine with that, as long as peo-
ple are laughing. Constantly churning 
out jokes that leave audiences gasping 
for air and falling out of their chairs is 
no easy task, as Reminger learned over 
11 years ago when someone suggested 
he give comedy a whirl.

“It was always something I wanted 
to do,” Reminger said. “I was in col-
lege, and a roommate of mine kind of 
pushed me towards doing it. We found 
a comedy competition about an hour 
away, and it was a competition where, 
if you bring enough people — it’s 
fan-voted — you become the winning 
comedian of the night.”

Reminger brought enough people 
to win the popular vote that night. The 
prize was $100 and the opportunity to 
open for a professional comedian at a 
club in Milwaukee.

“It was my first time doing comedy, 
and I didn’t know much about the art 
form,” Reminger said. “I wrote some 
jokes and thought I’d tell some jokes 
that I thought were funny and that my 
friends thought were funny.”

He acknowledged some of the other 
competitors were probably upset that 
their humor had been executed better 
but he wound up winning because he 
brought enough friends to stuff the bal-
lot box. That tactic would come back 
to bite Reminger when he opened for 
the comedian two weeks later.

“I completely bombed,” he said. 
“My friends weren’t in the audience. 
I was very new to the art form, and 
I just remember there was so much 
dead noise. After I got off the stage, I 
went to the back of the room and put 
my head down. The owner of the club 
saw me. He put his arm around me 
and said, ‘Hey. You’re very new. Don’t 
worry. It happens.’”

Taking the words of wisdom to 
heart, Reminger stuck it out and 
continues to perform for metropolitan 
audiences across southern Wisconsin 
today. He turned that one-time disas-
trous performance into a successful 
full-time career, doing full shows as a 

headliner, helping to book other come-
dians, introducing some of them and 
working as the producer and show-
runner for the West Bend Theater in 
Milwaukee.

“Pretty much all my weekends are 
filled with comedy,” he said. “I pretty 
much do it all. I have to put it on my 
taxes, so that’s an official thing.”

Reminger is currently living in 
Milwaukee but still finding time to 
come home to visit family. He is the 
son of John and Kay Reminger, the 
latter being familiar to locals because 
she writes the “Farm Life From a Farm 
Wife” column that appears in NEW 
Media newspapers, as well as the 
Marion Advertiser.

It was a matter of writing better 
jokes, practicing more and refining his 
craft that helped Reminger to avoid 
more shows where the last words 
from his mouth were not followed up 
with laughter and applause. He hadn’t 
intended to go into comedy when he 
started at Lakeland University, but he 
said he fell in love with the craft.

“It’s still like a rush when you get 

on stage,” Reminger said. “When you 
perform in any kind of live perfor-
mance, the energy you feel from the 
crowd is unreal. You go to open mics. 
You go to places where you can try out 
new jokes and find out whether they 
were funny.”

Reminger noted that, while folks 
come out on a Saturday night to see a 
comedian perform, they don’t realize 
that person has been working all week 
to prepare for the show and figure out 
which jokes should make the cut and 
how they flow together.

“I fell in love with that as a young 
comedian,” Reminger said. “That’s fun 
to me.”

Reminger said his whole family is a 
constant source of comedic material, 
noting that it gives audience a piece 
of who he is inside. Growing up on a 
farm is relatable across the Midwest, 
whether he’s performing in Milwaukee 
or traveling to St. Louis, Missouri.

“I have jokes about about my mom 
and my dad, my siblings, growing up 
on a farm. It’s fun to do,” Reminger 
said. “Every time I go home, I can grab 

another piece.”
When asked if he’d ever come back 

home for a comedy show, Reminger 
was of two minds about that.

“My mom asked me about that very 
recently,” Reminger said. “When I go 
back (home), I have rapport already. 
It’s a little bit different than when I’m 
performing in front of strangers. When 
I talk about my dad, it’s not like he’s a 
character, and they already think, ‘Oh, 
that’s him. I know him. I play golf with 
him.’”

Although Reminger’s making a 
living off of laughter, he still feels 
there’s further to go on the comedy 
trail, growing his fan base. He dreams 
of having a television special or being 
on a show on Netflix, and he aspires 
to put out a comedy album. He said he 
plans to keep doing stand-up comedy 
as long as it’s fun.

“I don’t think I’ve even peaked yet,” 
Reminger said. “For me, it just keeps 
growing and growing. I don’t like to 
look back and think, ‘Oh, that was a 
rejection point.’ I just want to keep get-
ting better and having fun with that.”

Judd Reminger grew up in Leopolis, but he’s been saturating Milwaukee with laughter and comedy for 11 years as a full-time stand-up comedian.� CONTRIBUTED
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Pulaski students get cooking on national stage
ProStart program gets 

youth involved with 
professional food prep

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Dahlia Maroszek had never con-
sidered pursuing cooking as a career, 
recalling a disastrous time years ago 
that she had messed up instant pud-
ding at home.

However, the Pulaski High School 
student and four of her classmates got 
the chance to showcase their culinary 
skills on a national stage as they com-
peted at the national ProStart com-
petition held May 6-9 in Washington, 
D.C. Making up the rest of the team 
were Sophia Berg, Angely Lee, Abi 
Roberts and team manager Brayden 
Pelot.

The chance to go to the national 
competition came after Pulaski won 
the state competition earlier this year. 
Pulaski was able to compare its food 
prep skills with other public schools 
as well as charter schools that are 
specifically geared toward culinary 
education. Pulaski did not place at 
the national contest, according to Liz 
Moehr, Pulaski culinary arts teacher. 
The winner at the national level was a 
public high school from Delaware.

“The National Restaurant As-
sociation Education Foundation has 
a two-year curriculum that students 
get hands-on experience to get them 
ready to be in the culinary and hos-
pitality industry,” Moehr said in de-
scribing the ProStart program. “If stu-
dents complete both years with 400 
hours of work experience, and there’s 
certain competencies they have to 
get at the workplace, and there’s two 
year-end tests … they get college cred-
its for a number of different culinary 
schools across the country.”

Among the places nearby accept-
ing ProStart credits are Fox Valley 
Technical College, Northeast Wiscon-
sin Technical College and University 
of Wisconsin-Stout, according to 
Moehr. More than 130,000 students in 
1,700 high schools across the United 
States participate in the ProStart 
program.

The students were tasked at the 
national competition with making an 
appetizer, a main course and a des-
sert, with only 60 minutes and two 
butane burners to prepare all three. 
Pulaski started with a lobster ravioli 
with sage butter sauce and red pepper 

chutney, followed by the main dish 
of porcini-breaded veal chop served 
atop stracchino polenta, sauteed 
broccolini with red peppers and caper 
gremolata aioli. The dessert was a 
raspberry tiramisu with coffee pearls.

“It’s quite the undertaking,” Moehr 
noted.

Besides prepping the food, the 
students had to come up with their 
menu, price out how much it was go-
ing to cost to make it and determine 
the menu price, according to Moehr.

Maroszek said the experience of 
competing at a national level was 
“super awesome and super stressful 
simultaneously.” She originally hadn’t 
planned on competing for Pulaski, but 
when a friend said she was going to 
try to make the team, she decided it 
might be worth trying.

“We’re small-town Pulaski com-
peting against, like, so many higher-
level schools,” Maroszek said. “Our 
fingers were crossed that a public 
school would take it all.”

There were some challenges that 
the Pulaski ProStart team had to face, 
including lost materials that threw off 
the team. But Moehr said that it didn’t 
matter that the team didn’t place, as 

long as something positive was gained 
from the experience.

“I couldn’t be more proud of them, 
because they showed that they knew 
what they were doing,” Moehr said. 
“Their floor judge said they were one 
of the most poised teams. They just 
generally looked like they love cook-
ing, and that’s what I care about.”

While having the skills to prepare 
difficult dishes does help in a com-
petition like ProStart, Maroszek said 
teamwork was a key factor in what 
made the Pulaski team move so far. 
The team members had not all been 
friends when they first came together, 
but they’re certainly bonding now.

“We all trust each other enough to 
be like, ‘This person’s going to have 
my back.’ We’re going to get a little 
bit funny here, but even then, we’re 
going to be up until 1 a.m. talking for 
no reason,” Maroszek said.

There were over 20 regular three-
hour practices prior to the Wiscon-
sin ProStart competition where the 
students got to refine their dishes, 
experiment with flavors and more. 
Moehr noted the students also came 
during their free periods to practice 
and even came in a couple of times 

when school was not in session.
The constant prepping and refining 

was a benefit to Pulaski High School 
teachers, as they got to taste the stu-
dents’ work, according to Moehr.

“We were toying with flavors and 
seasonings until the very end,” Moehr 
said.

Maroszek got a lot of her culinary 
skills in school, noting that she wasn’t 
allowed to be in the kitchen much 
when she was younger.

“I screwed up instant pudding 
when I was young so bad that no one 
would eat it,” Maroszek said with a 
laugh. “I enjoyed taking cooking class-
es in summer school at the middle 
school, and then the high school had 
such a broad variety. I took Foods for 
Life, and it was during COVID, so I 
didn’t actually get to cook here.”

The exposure to culinary training 
has made Maroszek seriously consid-
er going into the restaurant business 
as a career.

“One of the things I say is that food 
is the way to someone’s heart,” Maro-
szek said. “If I bake cookies, this is my 
way of introducing myself to you.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Ali Roberts, left, and Angely Lee, two members of the Pulaski High School ProStart team, do their part to prepare several dishes for the judges at the national 
ProStart competition. Pulaski won the state contest, which gave the school the opportunity to compete at the national level.� CONTRIBUTED
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In spring, local farmers bring fields alive
The cow, what a magnificent 

animal. Not only do they calve to 
continue the herd but also produce 
milk and provide a natural fertil-
izer. This fertilizer is spread on the 
fields to promote harvest growth 
in order to feed the animal, and in 
turn feed people.

Cool temps and above average 
moisture this spring have delayed 

fieldwork. Now 
that the ground 
temperature has 
warmed and the 
fields have dried 
out, it’s time for 
full steam ahead, 
with many 
farmers work-
ing around the 
clock. The roads 

are full of equipment that may take 
over half their share of the road. Be 
patient. Remember, these guys feed 
the country.

Countless semis full of natural 
fertilizer (pungent liquid gold) gets 
pumped onto fields, the country 
perfume saturating everything. 
On a still day the aroma hangs in 
the air and can downright make a 
person’s eyes water. Some farmers 
use high-powered units which fork 
the manure directly into the ground 
while others spread it and then 
afterward, plow the field, pushing 
the naturally rich nutrients deep in 
the soil.

Since selling off our herd of 
Black Angus and remodeling our 
existing barn, we’ve been rais-
ing bred cows and heifers for my 
brother and his two boys. Gutting 
the barn, free stalls were put in and 
filled with a fine sand bedding. The 
outer yard holds a covered feed 
bunk, readily accommodating 60 
cows at any one time. They rent 
our fields and utilize everything 
possible. This past year they had 
planted a field of sorghum, a first 
for us.

After taking the sorghum off last 
year, it regrew in the fall, so before 
plowing it up, a guy came and 
using a stalk shredder, cut up the 
regrowth. Afterward, a round baler 
spit out wrapped bales, which are 
then used for bedding. After fasten-
ing a fork bucket on our skidster, 
my husband hauled them off the 
field, storing them in our barn mow.

After they harvested the sor-
ghum on the field next to the barn, 
they headed for the corn fields 
down the road. These corn fields 
have six-inch stubble left from last 
year’s grain harvest. The guy work-
ing the stalk shredder goes first 
with the baler right behind. They 
move. My husband gathered the 
covered rounds with the skidster, 
stacking them on a waiting semi.

In order to snap a picture or two, 
I was standing on the outer edge 
of the field watching these fellas 
work. With wind gusts up to 50 
miles per hour that day they must 

have thought, “That lady needs to 
get a life.” It was dusty, dirty work 
but they were both operating in an 
enclosed cab with a tractor that had 
back dual wheels taller than me.

I am in awe every spring, how a 
farmer can make fields come alive, 
waking them up after a barren 
winter. The rich, fertile soil gets 
overturned first with a plow, then 
disk, then drag. Some farmers di-
rect-seed to cut fuel and equipment 
costs. Usually, though, the ground 
is worked up to a supple texture to 
better receive the seed.

After working up the soil we 

pick stones. Picking stones is 
the least favorite job on a farm. I 
never heard any farm kid exclaim, 
“Oh, goody! We get to pick stones 
today!” Our kids didn’t get out of 
that job, and it taught them how to 
work.

Way back in the day, there were 
such things called stone boats. 
These were boat-shaped vessels 
pulled by a tractor and made of 
planks with a steel plate bolted to 
the planks. They were laid flat on 
the ground with no wheels, used 
mostly for large stones. When full, 
it was pulled over to the stone 
fence and the guys rolled them off.

Thankfully, we didn’t use that 
but instead purchased our first skid-
ster. The bucket could be placed 
flush to the ground and the bigger 
stones rolled on. Usually, the oldest 
kid would drive the skidster over to 
the stone fence, dumping it. When 
our kids left home, we bought our-
selves a stone bucket attachment. 
Nowadays we just drive around 
with the skidster and dig under 
the stone, lifting the bucket up and 
shaking it so the dirt sifts through. 
The kids howled, “Oh, we’re gone 
and now you get that?” Our man-
power had left.

Finally, getting all of last year’s 
harvest off the fields, spreading ma-
nure, disking, dragging, and picking 
stones; the rich nutrient-soaked 
field is finally ready to be planted. 
After all of that time and effort 
plus fuel, and wear and tear on the 
equipment, the bone-weary farmer 
in faith watches the seed yield a 
wavy field of soybeans, oats or 
sorghum. Corn with its little green 
soldiers standing at attention in 
military-like rows causes me to sigh 
with satisfaction, acknowledging all 
the work it took.

Seeing the crops grow in antici-
pation of a good harvest makes it 
all worthwhile. Before you know it, 
it’s time to cut hay.

“And let us not grow weary of 
doing good, for in due season we 
will reap, if we do not give up.” — 
Galatians 6:9

Kay Reminger was born and raised on a dairy farm, 
and she married her high school sweetheart, who 
happened to farm for a living in Leopolis. Writing 
for quite a few years, she remains focused on the 
blessings of living the ups and downs of rural life 

from a farm wife’s perspective.

KAY REMINGER

Springtime means farmers are preparing their fields for a new growing season, including this John 
Deere pulling a stalk shredder to cut up the regrowth.� KAY REMINGER

FA R M  L I F E  F R O M  A  FA R M  W I F E
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Color blast finally here in Northeast Wisconsin
It has been a long time coming, and 

with Mother Nature seemingly unable 
to make up her mind, the start of the 
color blast is finally underway.

Spring bulb bloom season is here, 
and we are starting to see a lot more 

action when it 
comes to the 
explosive colors 
of spring bloom-
ing bulbs. Tulips, 
daffodils, irises, 
crocuses and 
more are begin-
ning to appear in 
our area. A few 
days of consistent 

warmth and sunshine should really get 
the show popping.

Spring bulbs, of course, are those 
that are planted during the fall season 
to overwinter and prepare for their 
spring bloom. More and more garden-
ers are discovering the joys of growing 
bulbs in the garden. They are excellent 
for early-season color, disappearing by 
the time spring and summer perennials 
begin to make their appearance.

Many of the spring blooming 
bulbs appear and bloom so quickly 
that they are completely dormant 
by the time the leaves flush out on 
the trees overhead. This makes him 
an ideal choice for gardeners who 
want a quick burst of color in spring 
before standard perennials began to 
appear and blossom.

There are many great ways to 
incorporate spring blooming bulbs in 
the garden. Planting in masses of color 
is one of my favorite ways. Instead of 
planting bulbs in individual holes in 
simple rows or lines, dig a large hole 
2 to 3 feet across and cram it full of 
assorted bulbs for a beautiful display 
in spring.

One of my favorites of the spring 
blooming bulbs are the allium, or 
ornamental onion. Some of these can 
be quite large, up to 6-10 inches across. 
Most of these bloom in May or early 
June. Many varieties come in purple 
and white.

Tulips are the favorite of many 
gardeners. They come in such a wide 
variety of colors and shapes and styles 
that it is possible to create a breath-
taking tulip garden that blooms from 
April all the way into early June. There 
are dwarf tulips and giant tulips. There 
are variegated tulips. Of course, the 
blooms come in every color of the 
rainbow.

Hyacinths are another favorite. 
Fragrant and lush in flower, the large 
Dutch hyacinths bloom in shades 

of blue, purple, pink, yellow, orange 
and white. There are also the smaller 
grape hyacinths that bloom in blue and 
purple and white.

Of course, there are the daffodils. 
In most years, daffodils bloom a bit 
earlier than tulips. Besides the classic 
daffodils in shades of yellow, there are 

many daffodils that bloom in white, as 
well as orange. An increasing number 
of daffodils bloom in pink and white. 
Some have cups that are even near-red 
in color.

Many garden centers have caught 
on to gardeners’ woes about planting 
in the fall. Because of this, you can find 
many garden centers that now sell pre-
cooled bulbs in Spring that are ready 
to plant and ready to bloom. While 
these are often common varieties, it 
is a way for spring gardeners to have 
lush, spring blooms without having to 
do all of the hard work in the fall.

One of the best spring bulb displays 
can be seen each year in May at Green 
Bay Botanical Garden. Each year, the 
garden showcases a spectacular ar-
ray of blooms, expertly arranged and 
planted to make the most of the colors, 
bloom time and variety of fall planted 
bulbs. Nearly a half-million bulbs are 
on display, with more and more added 
each year.

Rob Zimmer is a nature and garden author, public speaker 
and radio show host on WHBY. Readers can find him on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/RobZimmerOutdoors.

ROB ZIMMER

The colors of the season begin with the spring bulbs. Many have completed blooming by the time the trees flush out with leaves by the end of May.
ROB ZIMMER

Spectacular tulips bloom throughout May into early June, bringing an explosion of bright color.
ROB ZIMMER
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CO L L E G E  N OT E S
St. Norbert College

Aaron Gonnering, of Oconto Falls, 
and Lindsey Roloff, of Shawano, were 
recently initiated into The Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s 
oldest and most selective all-disci-
pline collegiate honor society. Gon-
nering and Roloff were initiated at St. 
Norbert College.

Gonnering and Roloff are among 
approximately 25,000 students, facul-
ty, professional staff and alumni to be 
initiated into Phi Kappa Phi each year. 
Membership is by invitation only and 
requires nomination and approval by 
a chapter. Only the top 10% of seniors 

and 7.5% of juniors are eligible for 
membership. Graduate students in the 
top 10% of the number of candidates 
for graduate degrees may also qualify, 
as do faculty, professional staff and 
alumni who have achieved scholarly 
distinction.

Bob Jones University
Joshua Stauff, a junior commu-

nications major from Abrams, was 
among over 620 Bob Jones University 
students named to the spring 2022 
president’s list.

The president’s list recognizes 
students who earn a 3.75 or higher 

grade-point average for the semester.

Upper Iowa University
Upper Iowa University has an-

nounced its 2022 honors and awards 
program recipients. As one of the 
honorees to receive a grant, award 
and/or scholarship, Isabelle Bergsbak-
en, of Oconto, was awarded the Drs. 
Eugene E. and Mildred Everts Garbee 
Award.

Columbia College
Columbia College recently an-

nounced its dean’s list for the spring 
2022 semester. Among those named 

to the dean’s list is Kaitlynn Wittman, 
of Krakow.

To be named to the dean’s list, a 
student must have completed 12 se-
mester hours in a 16-week period and 
achieved a minimum GPA of 3.5 on a 
4.0-point scale.

Concordia University
Mackayla Niec, of Pulaski, earned 

a master’s degree in education from 
Concordia University, Nebraska.

On May 7, Concordia University, 
Nebraska awarded undergraduate and 
graduate degrees to more than 400 
graduates.

C L U B  N OT E S
Delta Kappa Gamma, Nu Chapter

Nu Chapter held its May meeting 
at Shawano Area Matthew 25 in 
Shawano. Chris Ciucci, the resource 
center manager, explained the 
nonprofit’s goals and services. 
SAM25 helps those affected by 
poverty improve their circumstances 
to become self-sufficient. SAM25 
strives to make sure everyone in the 
Shawano area has a meal and a safe 
place to sleep every night and has 
access to medical care they can afford. 
They raise awareness of community 
resources for those affected by 
poverty.

The shelter is open from Nov. 1 
to April 30 each year. This year, 1,925 
beds and 5,775 meals were offered. The 
facility was not used to capacity due to 
the pandemic. The goal is to make sure 
clients have a safe place to live in the 
community.

Another service is the resource 
center, which offers computers, 
phones, community services and 
employment help, and 2,019 people 
used these services during the last 10 
months. The center is open from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Monday through Thursday.

Open Thursdays from 4-8 p.m., 
the SAM25 Community Health Clinic 
provides free basic health care and 
health education to area residents 
who do not have health insurance and 
are living near or below the federal 
poverty level.

The Sam’s Thrift Store and 
Professional Clothes Closet opened 
last April and is open to the public on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

The chapter and individual 
members donated $358.60 in cash, 
stamps, gas cards, Aldi and Charlie’s 
Market gift cards to SAM25.

Delta Kappa Gamma is a society 
of key women educators. Nu Chapter 
includes educators from Shawano 

and Waupaca counties.
Member anniversaries were also 

celebrated during the meeting. Nancy 
Brewer, Carol Gerlach, Vicky Haas and 
Marge Wichmann celebrated 20 years. 
Mary Lou Donnelly and Joan Huber 
have been members for 40 years.

Gillett FFA
The Gillett FFA had a very suc-

cessful 2022 FFA Banquet. We were 
able to honor many members on 
their achievements and involvements 
through the 2021-2022 school year. 
The banquet began with guest speaker 
Amara Livingson, the 2021-2022 state 
FFA parliamentarian, who gave a 
speech about kindness.

Then we began our awards cer-
emony. The first degree to be earned 
in FFA is the discovery degree. This 

degree can be earned as an active 
seventh- or eighth-grade member. 
We had 11 members earn this degree. 
Along with this we chose an outstand-
ing middle school member, Audrey 
Woodke.

The next degree is the greenhand 
degree, and this is the first degree that 
can be earned at the high school level. 
We had 17 members awarded this 
degree. Cole Schaal was chosen as our 
Star Greenhand recipient.

The final degree at the chapter level 
is the chapter degree. We had four 
members awarded this degree, and 
Bradin Bjelland was chosen as the star 
chapter recipient.

Next, we awarded the scholar 
award to the top 3 FFA members in 
each grade. Freshman: Jack Sturm, 
Zander Davis, Scott Heroux; Sopho-

mores: Bradin Bjelland, Ben Matczak, 
Hailey Elsner; Juniors: Megan Wagner, 
Phillip Heroux, Laney DeBauch; Se-
niors: Ryann Wagner, Taylor Schuster, 
Alaina Herzog.

Career development event awards 
were handed out next. CDEs allow 
students to learn different pathways 
in agriculture. We had 5 CDE Teams, 
some which were able to compete at 
the state level of competition. The 
following teams competed at CDEs: 
livestock (Cole Schaal, Grace Simpson, 
Hannah Simpson, Cheyenne Krueger), 
dairy cattle evaluation (Thayne Bjel-
land, Bradin Bjelland, Taylor Schus-
ter, Laney DeBauch), wildlife (Jesse 
DeBauch, Phillip Heroux, Ryan Hill-
esland, Ryan Pensis, Dylan Nelson), 
milk products and processing (Tani 
Lucht, Zander Davis, Scott Heroux, 
and Brody Kohls), and meats (Kierstin 
Genz, Cheyenne Krueger, Ryann Wag-
ner, Cole Schaal).

We then recognized Ryann Wagner 
for competing in the employment 
skills leadership development event 
at district and sectional competitions. 
Next, we thanked our members for 
helping with PALS and also the little 
PALS who attended. Then, we thanked 
everyone for fundraising and recog-
nized the top salesmen: Cole Schaal, 
Thayne and Bradin Bjelland, and 
Kennedy Schroeder. Thayne Bjelland 
was awarded the Dekalb award for his 
involvement and future plans in agri-
culture. We recognized and thanked 
our FFA Alumni for all they do for our 
chapter. Then we thanked our seniors.

We ended our banquet by awarding 
the new FFA officer team for 2022-
2023 with their new officer positions.

Congratulations to all on their 
achievements and accomplishments 
throughout this year, we are very 
proud of you all. A special thank you 
to Milk and Honey Cafe for catering 
our meal.

Marge Wichmann, left, Nu Chapter program chairwoman, offers a bag of donated gift cards to Chris 
Ciucci, Shawano Area Matthew 25 resource center manager.� CONTRIBUTED
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Birnamwood benevolence benefits boy
Gordy Meyer, treasurer of the Birnamwood Lions Club, presents Amber Day a $5,000 check for Damion Bernarde’s medical bills. Bernarde was attacked by 
the family dog on Dec. 8, 2021, and his mother, Heather Pingel, gave up her life to save her son from the dog attack in the Town of Almon. Bernarde received 
70 stitches but survived. The Lions sponsored a pizza and beer night on Jan. 29 at Chet and Emil’s, with all proceeds donated towards the boy’s medical bills.

CONTRIBUTED

CMN commencement 
takes place May 21

The College of Menominee Nation 
will be holding its 2022 commence-
ment at 10 a.m. May 21 at the Menomi-
nee Casino Resort Conference Center, 
N277 State Highway 47-55, Keshena, in 
the Five Clans Ballroom. The ceremo-
ny will begin at 10 a.m.

The commencement speaker is 
Jennifer Gauthier, an enrolled member 
of the Menominee Indian Tribe of 
Wisconsin. She serves as community 
development educator at the UW-
Madison Division of Extension on the 
CMN campus. Recently, Gauthier was 
one of six women awarded the pres-
tigious Outstanding Women of Color 
Award by the University of Wisconsin.

Additionally, Tashina Guzman, who 
will be obtaining her Associate of Arts 
and Sciences in Early Childhood Edu-
cation, will represent the class of 2022 
as student speaker. Guzman already 
has a previous associate degree from 
the college and is currently working in 
her home community as a Menominee 
language immersion teacher.

For those wanting to watch the 
ceremony, it will be livestreamed, 
with details and updates on the CMN 
Facebook page.

American Legion Post 44 is plan-
ning a social June 6 at Veeser’s Wild 
Rose Pub and Grill, 2495 County Road 
W, Wabeno. The event is hosted by 
Dan and Ann Barfknecht.

Cocktails will be served at 4:30 
p.m. and dinner at 6 p.m. Reservations 
and payment of $15 should be sent to 
the Barfknechts with checks payable 
to Veeser’s no later than May 25. For 
information, call 715-473-3900.

Reminder postcards are being 
mailed to people who attended at least 
one of the 2021-2022 socials.

College of Menominee Nation 
President Christopher Caldwell, Tribal 
Resilience Liaison Sara Smith and 
Sustainable Development Institute 
Director Thomas Kenote Jr. visited the 
University of Minnesota’s Institute on 
the Environment on May 6 to attend 
a meeting regarding climate change 
initiatives in the Midwest.

Caldwell and Smith participated 
in this roundtable with U.S. Interior 
Secretary Deb Haaland and Minne-

sota state officials. They reflected and 
spoke on the history of their work 
engaging with the Climate Adaptation 
Science Center network.

Caldwell spoke about student 
development and the importance of 
tribal climate change adaptation.

“This was a great opportunity for 
CMN and SDI to interact with Sec-
retary Haaland,” saidCaldwell. “As a 
tribal college, it is our focus to make 
sure our students are equipped to help 
their communities.”

After the roundtable discussion, 
public remarks were given by Haaland 
and other representatives about the 
importance of tribal climate change 
adaptation.

“This event marked the official cel-
ebration and opening of our Midwest 
Climate Adaptation Science Center 
consortium,” Kenote said. “It’s impor-
tant for tribal nations and tribal institu-
tions to have a seat at the table. Tribal 
communities are the most impacted 
when it comes to climate change, and 
we also hold solutions to address the 
impacts of climate change that are 

rooted in Indigenous knowledge.”

Shawano Pathways will hold a bike 
ride May 21 in the Town of Wescott.

Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Mielke Arts Center, N5649 Airport 
Road. Rides begin at 10 a.m., and riders 
can choose from three scenic routes 
ranging from 7-19 miles. Helmets and 
bright clothing are recommended. The 
ride is free but donations are appreci-
ated.

Free ice cream will be provided at 
Shawano Lake County Park. Maps, sag 
wagon, bathrooms, water and off-road 
parking will be available.

Oconto’s Ruby Red Hat Club will 
meet May 26 at Oconto City Hall, 
1210 Main St., Oconto, for a social, 
lunch and an afternoon of fun and 
laughter.

At 11 a.m. is registration, followed 
by the social and a sing-along.

Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m., 
with a charge of $4. The meal will 
consist of Swedish meatballs over 
noodles, corn, bread, coffee, milk and 
dessert.

After lunch and a short break, club 
members will take a seat in a circle to 
pass unwrapped White Elephant gifts.

Cub Scouts Pack 4024 will be col-
lecting food donations from specta-
tors along the parade route during the 
Oconto Falls Memorial Parade on May 
30.

The Scouts are looking for parade 
watchers to bring non-perishable food 
items, which they will collect and 
bring to the Kingdom Come Food Pan-
try. The Cub Scouts will be walking 
in the parade, so they can be flagged 
down by someone wishing to donate.

For information, contact Carrie 
Kreischer at 920-373-2181.

American Legion to 
hold social in Wabeno

CMN participates in 
climate roundtable

Shawano Pathways 
riding through Wescott

Red hat club holding 
social and lunch

Cub Scouts collecting 
food Memorial Day
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