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Children and parents were off and running for colorful Easter eggs on March 26 behind Chet and Emil’s in Birnamwood for a community Easter egg hunt. 
About 100 children and their families took part, and certain eggs allowed those who found them to receive some Easter baskets with cool stuff contained 
within. Although it was foggy for the morning, the rainy weather waited until just moments after families had picked the area clean.
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Shawano County will add its 
name to the list of Second Amend-
ment sanctuaries after the board of 
supervisors voted 24-3 March 24 on 
a resolution declaring its support for 
the U.S. Constitution, especially its 
right to bear arms.

However, it will not be putting 
the discretion about which laws are 
unconstitutional with Sheriff Adam 
Bieber, with an amendment pulling 
out language that would allow him to 
do so. The resolution stated: “Shawa-
no County shall not appropriate any 
funds for any enforcement of uncon-
stitutional laws against the people 
of Shawano County, and requests 
the Sheriff to utilize his discretion 
to avoid the unlawful enforcement 
of any law which unconstitutionally 
impedes our fundamental Second 
Amendment right to Keep and Bear 
Arms.”

There was also a proposal to re-

move the paragraph that declared the 
county as a sanctuary for the Second 
Amendment, but that vote failed 
with 15 of the 27 supervisors voting 
against.

The local effort to become a Sec-
ond Amendment sanctuary started 
more than a year ago, with then-Su-
pervisor Robert Krause writing out 
the resolution after seeing that other 
counties were doing so, starting with 
Florence County in 2018.

“I was fortunate enough to have 
some acquaintances on the county 
board up there,” Krause said. “I got 
a firsthand knowledge of that and 
brought it back to our public safety 
committee and started working on 
what works for Shawano. We’re not 
going to copy something from some-
wheressic else. Let’s do what the 
people of Shawano County want.”

The meetings of the public safety 
committee where the sanctuary 
resolution was discussed brought 
out supporters and critics in droves. 
However, the county board meeting 

saw about 30 people in the gallery, 
and the only ones who spoke up were 
against becoming a Second Amend-
ment sanctuary.

“We thought this was a happy 
medium,” Krause said, pointing out 
that concerns from both sides were 
taken into account when crafting the 
resolution, and it seemed the county 
residents were 50-50 on the issue.

The plans to declare the county a 
Second Amendment sanctuary were 
put on hold due to the coronavirus 
pandemic hitting hard in March 
2020 and shutting most governments 
down and narrowing the focus to 
public health. After more than a year, 
the resolution came up for a vote.

County Board Chairman Tom 
Kautza declared outright that he 
would vote against the resolution if 
Sheriff Adam Bieber was allowed to 
have the discretion to decide the con-
stitutionality of firearms laws created 
by state and federal governments.

“I don’t believe that should be in 
there,” Kautza said. “I will vote no 

Shawano County becomes 
Second Amendment sanctuary
Resolution amended to take out constitutional discretion at sheriff’s hands

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The gallery in the county board room had about 30 people waiting to hear the final decision on whether the Shawano County Board would vote March 22 to 
become a Second Amendment sanctuary. The board voted 24-3 to make that happen.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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strictly on that basis.”
Supervisor Joe Miller, one of the 

three supervisors who voted against 
the resolution and has been a con-
stant critic of Bieber and his actions, 
denounced what he felt were veiled 
threats that indicated any supervisor 
who voted no would be considered 
someone against the U.S. Constitu-
tion and possibly retaliated against. 
Miller made it clear that he would 
call out any attempts at retaliation on 
the board floor.

He also made it clear he supported 
the right to bear arms, even though 
he didn’t support the resolution.

“I’m a lifelong resident of Sha-
wano County, lived in the same 
house for the last 61 years, and as my 
wife so eloquently stated, yes, we 
are avid gun owners,” Miller said. “I 
purchased an AR-15 several years ago 
and gave it to my son.”

online already, so please advise 
if changes are needed.Supervisor 
Jerry Erdmann had a different take 
on the resolution. As a veteran of 
the Vietnam War, Erdmann noted 
he not only took the oath to uphold 
the Constitution as a citizen, but he 
also took another oath to defend it as 
a soldier. He felt it was necessary to 
support the sanctuary movement as a 
dedication to those soldiers who died 
defending the Constitution.

“The strength of our Constitution 
lies entirely with the citizens and 
their determination to defend and 
uphold it,” Erdmann said. “I’m taking 
this kind of personal, and I have a 
damned good reason, too. … There’s 
a lot of people who took that oath 
that didn’t come back. Are we going 
to slap their memory by objecting 
to something that just says leave the 

Constitution as it is? That’s all we’re 
saying.”

Some in the audience disagreed. 
For Joe Guenther, a physician and a 
gun owner, the sanctuary resolution 
is a lawsuit waiting to happen.

“It’s not the job of the Shawano 
County Board or the Shawano 
County sheriff to decide, are these 
laws unconstitutional or not con-
stitutional? That’s the job of the 
courts,” Guenther said. “If we look at 
the country and what’s happened in 
the last couple of weeks with these 
shootings, could they have been 
prevented with a background check? 
Maybe. A waiting period? Definitely 
so in one case.”

County resident Jackie Miller, 
who spoke at the beginning of the 
meeting, also sees the resolution as 
a liability. Like others who spoke, 
Miller is a gun owner and added that 
her whole family owns guns, but she 
felt the Second Amendment sanctu-
ary resolution is ill-advised, espe-
cially the part that would have given 
Bieber power of which laws were 
constitutional.

“We have a sheriff right now who, 
in my opinion, is running around 
like a class clown,” Miller said as she 
held up a copy of Bieber’s Facebook 
post superimposing his face over 
someone pictured storming the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6. “If anyone insults 
him or anyone slights him, he is right 
on social media. Bam! He thinks he’s 
hilarious, and you are going to vote 
to give this same person the ability to 
judge which laws are constitutional 
or not constitutional? He already 
decided that with the mask mandate. 
He’s like, ‘I’m not doing it.’”

Shawano resident Laura Robinson 

also had objections in an email she 
sent to Supervisor Kimberly Lef-
fel. Robinson wrote that she feels 
the resolution, which is advisory in 
nature, is vague and misleading.

“What this resolution will do is 
sow dangerous seeds of confusion 

by leading people to believe that gun 
laws are not being enforced,” Robin-
son wrote.

Shawano County resident Jackie Miller holds up a copy she made of a Facebook post from Sheriff Adam 
Bieber mocking the Jan. 6 incidents at the U.S. Capitol during the March 12 meeting of the Shawano 
County Board. Miller questioned if Bieber should be allowed to decide if gun laws are constitutional.
� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA Former Shawano County Supervisor Robert Krause, who helped to craft the Second Amendment sanc-

tuary resolution, speaks out in favor of it March 22. Krause noted that the coronavirus pandemic made 
him look at what freedoms were curtailed for public health and ask if people were really safe.
� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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CO U RT  N E W S

P U B L I C  R E CO R D
SHAWANO COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
March 29

Deputies responded to 38 calls, 
including operating while intoxicated on 
state Highway 29 in the Town of Morris; 
reckless driving on state Highway 29 in 
the Town of Seneca; reckless driving on 
state Highway 29 and Leopolis Road in the 
Town of Herman; reckless driving on state 
Highway 29 and state Highway 22 in the 
Town of Belle Plaine; three crashes, one 
involving deer.
March 28

Deputies responded to 18 calls, 
including reckless driving on state Highway 
29 in the Town of Belle Plaine; reckless 
driving on state Highway 29 and County 
Road U in the Town of Herman; reckless 
driving on Sunrise Road and Hillview Road 
in the Town of Herman; reckless driving on 
Kopitzke Road and Burma Road in the Town 
of Grant; trespassing on Oriole Road in the 
Town of Birnamwood; two crashes.
March 27

Deputies responded to 38 calls, 
including reckless driving on County Road 
MMM and Locust Road in the Town of 
Richmond; a drug offense on Lake Drive in 
the Town of Wescott; reckless driving on 
state Highway 22 and Wisconsin Avenue 
in the Town of Belle Plaine; reckless driving 

on state Highway 29 and Spruce Road in 
the Town of Richmond; reckless driving 
on North Lake Road and state Highway 
22 in Cecil; operating while intoxicated on 
state Highway 22 and Friendship Road in 
the Town of Belle Plaine; five crashes, four 
involving deer.
March 26

Deputies responded to 30 calls, 
including a burglary attempt on East 
Westgor Avenue in Wittenberg; property 
theft on North Genesee Street in 
Wittenberg; reckless driving on Poplar Road 
in the Town of Richmond; reckless driving 
on County Road A and Morgan Road in the 
Town of Red Springs; one crash.
March 25

Deputies responded to 39 calls, 
including a controlled substance problem 
on East Green Bay Street in Bonduel; 
reckless driving on state Highway 22 
and County Road Y in the Town of Belle 
Plaine; reckless driving on County Road 
Q and Eland Road in the Town of Almon; 
a threat on Spaulding Street in Tigerton; 
bail jumping on South Lincoln Street in 
Shawano; a found debit card on North 
Second Street in Bonduel; a missing person 
on Edgewood Road in the Town of Wescott; 
five crashes, two involving deer.
March 24

Deputies responded to 31 calls, 
including reckless driving on state 

Highway 117 and state Highway 22 in Cecil; 
harassment on West Sandy Drive in the 
Town of Washington; property theft on 
Webers Point Road in the Town of Wescott; 
reckless driving on County Road B and 
South Airport Drive in Shawano; a missing 
person on Pine Ridge Road in the Town of 
Belle Plaine; one crash.
March 23

Deputies responded to 38 calls, 
including a missing person on Comet Road 
in the Town of Germania; trespassing on 
North Cecil Street in Bonduel; a juvenile 
tobacco problem on West Green Bay Street 
in Bonduel; two crashes, one involving deer.

SHAWANO POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

March 29
Officers responded to 21 calls, including 

trespassing at Charlie’s County Market, 521 
S. Main St.; car property damage at Kwik 
Trip, 1241 E. Green Bay St.; shoplifting at 
Charlie’s County Market, 521 S. Main St.; 
automobile theft at Quality Inn and Suites, 
104 N. Airport Drive.
March 28

Officers responded to 13 calls, including 
criminal damage on East Center Street and 
South Cleveland Street; attempted burglary 
on East Richmond Street; vandalism at 
Franklin Park, 235 S. Washington St.
March 27

Officers responded to 23 calls, including 

criminal damage on South Prospect Street; 
property theft on East Schurz Street; 
shoplifting at Goodwill Industries, 300 
Lakeland Road; property damage on South 
Washington Street and Presbyterian Street; 
a found credit card on South Main Street; 
property theft at Shawano Recreation 
Center, 220 E. Division St.
March 26

Officers responded to 21 calls, including 
harassment on South Park Street; a 
juvenile problem on East Elizabeth Street; 
trespassing on South Smalley Street; 
reckless driving on East Green Bay Street 
and North Lincoln Street.
March 25

Officers responded to 20 calls, including 
a juvenile problem at Memorial Park, 901 
S. Lincoln St.; a property theft at Walmart, 
1244 E. Green Bay St.; bail jumping on 
South Lincoln Street; a lost cellphone on 
South Sawyer Street; property damage at 
Walmart, 1244 E. Green Bay St.
March 24

Officers responded to 19 calls, including 
trespassing on South Washington Street; a 
hit-and-run on East Lieg Street and South 
Lincoln Street; a juvenile problem on East 
Richmond Street.
March 23

Officers responded to 21 calls, including 
shoplifting at Goodwill Industries, 300 
Lakeland Road.

HAVE AN EVENT 
TO SHARE?

There are two ways to submit 
calendar notices:
• Go to the form on our website at 
http://www.newmedia-wi.com/
content/community-calendar and 
fill it out to send to us.
• Send your information by email 
to editor@newmedia-wi.com and 
put “Community Calendar” in the 
subject line.

CO U RT  N E W S
• Lance J. Meidl, 47, Wausau, was 

charged March 22 with four counts 
of bail jumping. Judge William F. 
Kussel set a cash bond of $2,000 and 
scheduled a resumed initial appearance 
for April 14.

• Colin D. Reissing, 34, Keshena, 
was charged March 22 with one count 
of bail jumping. Kussel set a signature 
bond of $1,500 and scheduled a 
resumed initial appearance for April 20.

• Glory A. Johnson, 33, Tigerton, 
was charged March 22 with one count 
of possession of methamphetamine, 
one misdemeanor count of resisting 
or obstructing an officer, one 

misdemeanor count of disorderly 
conduct, one misdemeanor count 
of possessing/illegally obtaining a 
prescription and eight misdemeanor 
counts of bail jumping. Kussel set a 
cash bond of $2,000 and scheduled a 
preliminary hearing for March 25.

• Joseph J. Hauke, 44, Birnamwood, 
was charged March 22 with one 
misdemeanor count of operating a 
vehicle while revoked, one count of 
misdemeanor bail jumping and three 
counts of bail jumping. Kussel set a 
cash bond of $500 and scheduled a 
preliminary hearing for May 26.

• Ashley A. Bear, 32, Neopit, was 

charged March 22 with one count 
of misdemeanor operating a vehicle 
while revoked and two counts of bail 
jumping. Kussel set a signature bond of 
$1,500 and scheduled a resumed initial 
appearance for May 17.

• Camellia R. Muhs, 30, Birnamwood, 
was charged March 22 with one count 
of possession of methamphetamine. 
Kussel set a cash bond of $1,000 and 
scheduled a resumed initial appearance 
for April 14.

• Chadwick C. Pautz, 43, Gillett, 
was charged March 22 with one count 
of operating while intoxicated (fourth 
offense). Kussel set a cash bond of 
$1,500 and scheduled a resumed initial 
appearance for April 6.

• John R. Jahnel, 56, Appleton, was 
charged March 22 with one count of 
operating while intoxicated (fourth 
offense). Kussel set a cash bond of 
$1,500 and scheduled a resumed initial 
appearance for April 6.

• Rodney D. Bierman, 53, White 
Lake, was charged March 22 with 
one count of using a vehicle to flee/
elude an officer, one misdemeanor 
count of resisting/obstructing an 
officer, one misdemeanor count of 
disorderly conduct and three counts of 
misdemeanor bail jumping. Kussel set 
a cash bond of $1,000 and scheduled a 
resumed initial appearance for April 20.

• Derek M. Hillis, 31, Cecil, pleaded 

no contest on March 22 to one count of 
misdemeanor possession of THC and 
to two counts of resisting/obstructing 
an officer. Judge Katherine Sloma 
sentenced him to 45 days in jail and 
ordered a fine of $250.

• Andrew M. Wright, 35, Appleton, 
was charged March 25 with one 
count of operating while intoxicated 
(fourth offense) and one misdemeanor 
operating while revoked. Kussel set a 
cash bond of $1,500 and scheduled a 
resumed initial appearance for April 5.

• Blade R. Boettcher, 29, Waupun, 
pleaded no contest March 25 to one 
count of substantial battery and one 
count of taking and driving a vehicle 
without consent. Two cases of second 
degree recklessly endangering safety 
were dismissed but read into record. 
One count of robbery was dismissed on 
prosecutor’s motion. Sloma sentenced 
him to 18 months in state prison and 
four years of extended supervision. 
Sloma also ordered a $100 fine for each 
count.

• Joseph A. Wilkinson, 24, Shiocton, 
pleaded no contest on March 26 to 
one misdemeanor count of disorderly 
conduct and one count of substantial 
battery. A count of misdemeanor 
battery was dismissed, but read into 
the record. Sloma sentenced him to 18 
months probation and ordered a fine of 
$200.
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Shirley M. Fiala
Shirley Marie Fiala gained her 

angel wings Nov. 12, 2020. Born on 
March 24, 1931, Shirley was the oldest 
of four children born of her parents, 
Gladys and Raymond Sager.

In her early years, Shirley grew 
up on a farm, first in Kewaunee and 
later in Oconto and Suring. Though 
she was tasked with working on the 
farm, Shirley dreamed of moving to 
Chicago and being a single career 
woman, traveling, and enjoying all 
that life had to offer.

As life does have a way of show-
ing us what God has in store and 
not what we’ve planned, Shirley met 
Gene Fiala and was married a year 
and a half later. Spending their early 
married life running a service station 
in the Chicago area while Shirley 
also worked at Illinois Bell, Gene and 
Shirley spent many nights out on the 
town listening to their favorite music, 
Dixieland jazz.

Some of her fondest memories 
were of listening to their favorite 
band, the Dukes of Dixieland. She 
kept a picture of the two of them with 
the band and signed by each member.

Again, life changed Shirley’s plans 
when she met her new niece, Laurie 
Sager. Now desiring to be a mother, 
Shirley and Gene brought two beauti-
ful children into the world, Sherrie 
Kay and Gene Raymond.

Gene Sr. passed away on Nov. 7, 
1963. Shirley went back to work on 
Nov. 22, 1963, the day President John 
F. Kennedy was assassinated. She 
remembered that time in her life a as 
being the most stressful of her days.

A few years later, Shirley moved 
her young children back to Wisconsin 
to be closer to her family. She spent 
the rest of her years devoted to giv-
ing her children a great life. Trips to 
Chute Pond, California, Florida and 
many gather places allowed Shirley to 
combine the love of her children and 
travel. After Sherrie and Gene had 
grown, Shirley continued to travel, 
enjoying trips to San Francisco, San 
Diego, Florida, Boston, Cancun, New 
Orleans, Denver and so many other 
places.

Once her grandchildren were 
born, Shirley devoted her life to them, 
coining every Saturday as “Grammy 
Day” and taking the grandchildren 
to toy stores to touch, play and enjoy 

anything they 
wanted, followed 
by a lunch out. 
Returning home 
happy but tired, 
Shirley repeated 
this experience 
until the grand-
children had 
grown and had 

other activities which required their 
attendance.

Shirley worked for Illinois Bell 
for years, where she became lifelong 
friends with three women, Florence, 
Carmane and Barbara. Though they 
all moved on to other locations across 
the US, they remained in contact 
for the rest of their lives. Shirley 
then worked at CESA 8 for 28 years, 
holding several positions within the 
organization, including interim ad-
ministrator, retiring in 1995.

Independent until the end, Shirley 
drove her car until last year, walk-
ing around the mall or other stores 
admiring different styles, colors and 
designs. She especially loved sofas. 
As her memory faded and her mind 
became confused with details, she 
never forgot her children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. Her 
love was so strong. She will be missed 
by us all and her memory will always 
bring a smile to our faces. We are 
all blessed to have such a true angel 
watching over us.

Shirley is survived by her children, 
Sherrie Quade (Evan Schnieder) and 
Gene Fiala (Patti); her grandchildren, 
Alex Fiala, Eric Fiala (Shaina) and An-
drea Quade; step-grandchildren Man-
de School and Zach School (Tabitha); 
great-grandchildren, Ava, Garrett and 
Eliand Noah; brother, Gene Sager 
(Pat); sister, Elaine Kostreva (Calvin); 
nieces, nephews and friends.

Shirley was preceded in death by 
her husband, Gene Fiala; parents, 
Gladys and Raymond Sager; her sis-
ter, Vivian Tolzman; brother-in-law, 
Nick Tolzman; and her son-in-law, 
Mark Quade.

A celebration of life was held at 
6 p.m. on Friday, March 26, 2021, 
at Ryan Funeral Home, 305 N. 10th 
Street, De Pere. It would have been 
the week of Shirley’s 90th birthday.

To leave an online condolence, 
please visit www.ryanfh.com.

O B I T UA R I E S

Ida Niebur
Ida Mary Ann Niebur, 81, of Lake Tomahawk, passed away March 17, 2021, 

at ThedaCare Regional Medical Center in Appleton.
The Eberhardt-Stevenson Funeral Home and Crematory in Clintonville is 

assisting the family.

Ruth L. Bowers
Ruth L. Bowers, 85 of Witten-

berg, died on Friday, March 26, 
2021, at Homme Home of Witten-
berg.

Ruth was born on Nov. 14, 1935, 
in the town of Mosinee to August 
and Frieda (Ahrens) Gruetzmach-
er. She was baptized on Nov. 19. 
1935 in the family home by the pas-
tor at St. John Lutheran Church in 
Mosinee. She was also confirmed 
by the same minister on June 27, 
1948. Ruth attended Rock Ridge 
Grade School for the eight grades 
and then went to Mosinee High 
School, graduating June 3, 1953.

On Oct. 24, 1964, Ruth was 
united in marriage to Alan R. Bow-
ers. They lived in the Mosinee area 
and then moved to the farm on 
Highway 153 in the Tigerton area 
in 1973. They joined Redeemer Lu-
theran Church, Wittenberg, in 1973 
and was a current member.

Ruth enjoyed flower gardening, 
cooking, baking and was known for 
her ‘brown’ cookies and apple pies. 
She had a passion for quilting and 
spent many hours making them for 
Lutheran World Relief and family 
members. Most of all, Ruth cher-
ished time spent with her family, 
especially her grandchildren.

Ruth is survived by her chil-
dren, Barbara J. Bowers of Stevens 
Point, Robert M. (Heidi) Bowers of 

Birnamwood and 
Jeffrey (Kim-
myra) Bowers of 
the town of Ger-
mania; grand-
children, Shelby 
(Erich) Schnell 
of Madison, Sam 
(Hailey) Bow-
ers of Shepley, 

Dylon (Autumn) Lyons of Stevens 
Point and Lukas Lyons of Milwau-
kee; great-grandson, Milo Lyons, 
and nephews, Michael (Janna) 
Bowers of Wawzeka, Bill (Sandy) 
Bowers of Marion and Tony 
(Jeanne) Bowers of Sparta.

Ruth was preceded in death by 
her parents, her husband and son, 
John (both in the same year), and a 
brother Walter.

A Funeral Service will be held at 
11 a.m. Saturday, April 10, 2021, at 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Wit-
tenberg. Rev. Sharon Fox Bogen 
will officiate. Burial will take place 
in Forest Home Cemetery, Witten-
berg. Visitation will be held from 9 
a.m. until the time of service at the 
church. Schmidt & Schulta Funeral 
Home, Wittenberg/Birnamwood 
is assisting the family with ar-
rangements. Memories and mes-
sages of support may be shared at 
SchmidtSchulta.com.

Michael S. Runge
Michael Steven Runge, 38, of 

Tigerton, passed away March 24, 
2021. He was born Jan. 10, 1983, in 
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, to John and 
Roxanne Runge.

Michael was a laborer with Tiger-
ton Lumber Company.

He is survived by his parents, 
John and Roxanne Runge, of Suring; 
brothers, Ramius Runge, of Suring; 
Steven Runge, of Gillett; a sister, 
Nicole Raham, of Massachusetts; 
grandparents, Gene (Kaye) Wolske, 
of Pound, Barbra Heins, of Shawano, 

Gerald (Bunny) 
Heins, of North 
Carolina, and 
Theresa Runge, 
of Shawano; 
many aunts, un-
cles and cousins. 

He was pre-
ceded in death by 

brother, Aleksandr Runge.
A celebration of life will be held 

later this spring.

Dorothy M. Moede
Dorothy “Sue” Marie Moede, 78, 

of Gresham, passed away peace-
fully at home surrounded by her 
family on March 13, 2021. Sue was 
born on March 28, 1942, to Harry E. 
and Leona (Beilke) Malone.

Sue is survived by her children, 
Robin, Chaz (Michelle), Gina 
and Nadly (Jeff). She is further 
survived by 10 grandchildren, 
12 great-grandchildren and her 
sisters, Margaret “Peg” Wasrud, 

Barbara Malone and Elle (Melvin) 
Kazik.

Sue is preceded in death by her 
parents; three brothers, Boog, Har-
ry, and Gumps; and sister, Mary.

The family would like to send 
a special thank you to ThedaCare 
at Home Hospice, RN Beth, CAN 
Melissa, social worker Joan, and 
chaplain Hope.

Happy birthday, MaMa. We love 
you and miss you so much.
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Lorna Lucelle (Stoik) Meinhardt 
reunited with her husband, John 
(Jack), on Sunday, March 21, 2021.

Lorna is survived by her children, 
Kristine, John (Karl), Katherine and 
Ken (wife Amy, special step-grand-
children Elias and Lorelei); sister Syl-
via; sister-in-law Elaine; many nieces, 
nephews and other family, as well as 
her special friends and caregivers, 
Amy Olson, Dawn Papendorf, Mary 
DuBois, Gwen Porter, Sahara Burr, 
Sandy Schoen and Vickie Anderson.

She was preceded in death by 
her husband of 64 years; his parents, 
John and Rose Meinhardt; brothers-
in-law, Merryl and James; and her 
parents, Archie and Hildur Stoik.

Lorna was born on Jan. 14, 1932, in 
Barron County. She graduated from 
Rice Lake and attended the Univer-

sity of Wisconsin-
Madison and 
finished her Bach-
elor of Arts at the 
University of In-
diana. She contin-
ued her education 
and completed 
her Masters in 
Education at the 
University of 

Milwaukee. Lorna started her career 
in a one-room schoolhouse and com-
pleted her career retiring from the 
Franklin School District. During the 
course of her education, she married 
the love of her life, John, on Dec. 20, 
1954, in Dane County.

Lorna enjoyed her life growing up 
on the farm and helping her father. 
She also had a passion for garden-

ing, traveling, birds, antiques, art and 
painting.

A private service for the family 
is being planned, Swedberg Funeral 
Home will be handling the arrange-
ments.

In lieu of flowers, please send 
donations to Happily Ever After 
Sanctuary, E5714 Bork Road, Marion, 
WI 54950.

The family would like to thank 
Amy Olson, Dawn Papendorf, Mary 
DuBois, Gwen Porter, Sahara Burr, 
Sandy Schoen and Vickie Anderson 
for their tireless support and care of 
Jack and Lorna. A special thank you 
to ThedaCare Hospice services and 
the dedication and love of their in-
home nurses.

Miss Me But Let Me Go
When I come to the end of the road
And the sun has set for me
I want no rites in a gloom filled room
Why cry for a soul set free?
Miss me a little, but not for long
And not with your head bowed low
Remember the love that once we 
shared
Miss me, but let me go.
For this is a journey we all must take
And each must go alone.
It’s all part of the master plan
A step on the road to home.
When you are lonely and sick at 
heart
Go to the friends we know.
Laugh at all the things we used to do
Miss me, but let me go.

— Unknown
www.swedbergfuneralhome.com

Lorna Meinhardt

Jerelyn L. Knight, 85, of Birnam-
wood, died on Monday, March 29, 
2021, at her home.

Jerelyn was born on Aug. 13, 1935, 
in Birnamwood, the daughter of Carl 
and Laura (Schoenike) Lemke.

On June 5, 1954, Jerelyn was united 
in marriage to Duane Knight at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Birnam-
wood. He preceded her in death on 
Aug. 19, 2014.

In Jerelyn’s earlier years, she 
worked at Toburen Photography 
in Antigo and Employer’s Mutual 
in Wausau, while also caring for 

her family. Most 
recently she was 
employed at Eagle 
Knit in Shawano. 
Jerelyn enjoyed 
coloring, doing 
crossword and 
jigsaw puzzles, as 
well as reading 
daily devotionals. 
She loved attend-

ing picnics, going for car rides, and 
most importantly, spending time with 
her family. Jerelyn was a member 
at the Congregational Church in 

Birnamwood where she played piano 
for the past couple years.

Jerelyn is survived by seven 
children, Randy Knight, of Tigerton, 
Ken (Connie) Knight, of Clintonville, 
Linda Laude, of Shawano, Deborah 
(Peter) Holm, of Tigerton, Judy 
Becker, of Manitowish Waters, Jon 
Knight, of Clintonville, and Brian 
(Kay) Knight, of Marion; 12 grandchil-
dren; 21 great-grandchildren; and one 
brother, Richard (Claudia) Lemke, of 
Islesboro, Maine.

Jerelyn was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband; sister, Delane 

Parrish, and two sons-in-law, Daniel 
Laude and Larry Becker.

A funeral service will be held at 
11 a.m. on Saturday, April 3, 2021, at 
Schmidt and Schulta Funeral Home in 
Birnamwood. The Rev. Keith Laude 
will preside. Burial will be at Forest 
Cemetery in Birnamwood. Visita-
tion will be on Saturday from 9 a.m. 
until the time of service at the funeral 
home.

Memories and messages of support 
may be shared at schmidtschulta.com.

Jerelyn L. Knight

Larry H. Gipp, 84, of Suring, 
passed away on Monday, March 22, 
2021, with family by his side. Larry 
was born on Jan. 1, 1937, to the late 
Herbert and Isabel (Gerndt) Gipp 
in the town of How. He attended 
Grignon School and Gillett Elemen-
tary School; he went on to graduate 
from Suring High School in 1954. 
After high school, Larry worked at 
Allen Bradley in Milwaukee. Larry 
served his country in the United 
States Air Force from 1959 to 1965. 
On July 15, 1961, Larry married the 
love of his life, Carolyn Ruege, at 
St. John Lutheran Church in Gillett. 
The couple moved to Suring to 
work on the family farm in 1964. In 
1965, Larry purchased a Standard 
Oil gas route and then the couple’s 
home in 1966. Larry later bought 
Larry’s Garage from the Elfe family 
and ran it until 1986. He was the 
caretaker of the Shawaukee Game 
Farm from 1985 until his retire-

ment. During 
his retirement, 
Larry enjoyed 
building his Ford 
Jubilee tractor 
and taking care of 
Carolyn. He also 
enjoyed building 
and flying radio 
controlled model 
airplanes with 

his friends up North. Larry was a 
part of the Suring Area Histori-
cal Society and was well-known 
as a prolific photographer. He also 
served on the Suring Village Board 
as the Village Trustee from 2003 to 
2014. Larry was a member and elder 
at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in 
Suring.

Larry is survived by his wife of 
almost 60 years, Carolyn; two chil-
dren, Lisa Gipp and Colin (Alicia) 
Gipp; six grandchildren, Beau (Al-
lison) Gagnon, Cara Pionek, John 

Pionek, Lydia Pionek, Matthew 
Gipp, and Joshua Gipp; step-grand-
children, Brianna (Wardell) Ash-
ford and Brittany Lancour; seven 
great-grandchildren, Henry Styc-
zynski, Sydney Gagnon, Braxton 
Youngs, Jordyn Gagnon, Elyana Ga-
gnon, Lakelyn Gagnon, and Santrell 
Ashford; two siblings, Muriel Klein 
and Curt (Joanne) Gipp; brother-in-
law, Glenroy “Tony” Tietyen. He is 
further survived by nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives, and friends.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; mother- and father-in-law, 
Arthur and Lydia Ruege; brothers-
in-law, Ralph Klein, Ronald Ruege, 
and Arthur “Jim” Ruege; sisters-
in-law, Betty (Richard) Hill and 
Agatha Tietyen; nephew, Gary 
Tietyen.

Visitation was held on Friday, 
March 26, 2021, at Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church in Suring from 10 
a.m. until the funeral service at 1 

p.m. with Pastor Michael Paholke 
officiating. Larry will be interred in 
Mount Olive Lutheran Cemetery. 
Gruetzmacher Funeral Home in 
Suring is assisting the family with 
arrangements. Online condolences 
can be expressed at www.gruetzm-
acherfuneralhome.com.

The family would like to thank 
the staff of Serenity Gardens for the 
excellent care and compassion of-
fered to Larry and his family during 
their time of need.

Larry H. Gipp
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Due to restrictions with COV-
ID-19, residents of the Homme Home 
in Wittenberg have not been able 
to have as many visitors as usual, 
including from local schools.

“The residents always enjoyed 
when students could come and visit,” 
Unverzagt said, but that hasn’t been 
possible for safety reasons.

So Unverzagt worked with Jes-
sica Fischer’s kindergarten class in 
Birnamwood to find the next best 
thing: Flat students.

The kids colored little people 
with crayons and Fischer pasted 
their photographs on, and the “flat 
students” came to Homme Home and 
hang out with the residents March 18.

“There was so many smiles, 
laughs and even tears from the resi-
dents,” Unverzagt said. “One of the 
residents was so grateful, I sat down 
with her and made beaded bracelets 
for every student in the kindergarten 
class. She is hoping the children’s 
smiles will be as big as hers when 
they receive these bracelets.”

‘Flat students’ bring smiles  
to Homme Home residents

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

A classroom full of “flat students” from Birnamwood Elementary School with the beaded bracelets 
made as a thank you by resident Lorraine Mueller.

Dorothy Kernen enjoys her visit with a “flat” kindergartner from Birmanwood Elementary School.
Homme Home residents like Phyllis Durkop lit up 
when introduced to their “flat student” visitors.

Lorraine Mueller assembles beaded bracelets to 
share with Jessica Fischer’s kindergarten class to 
thank them for sharing their “flat students” with 
Homme Home residents.
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Libraries return to normal hours next week
Shawano County 

facilities preparing for 
National Library Week

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

On April 5, the Shawano County 
Library system will be returning back 
to its normal hours.

The library system has found it ap-
propriate to change their hours back to 
the hours that were in place before the 
COVID-19 pandemic shutdown.

On March 1, the library branches 
reopened to the public but only for 
select days during the week. Now, all 
of the branches will be going back to 
the same hours of operation as they 
had before they closed due to the 
pandemic. According to Library Direc-
tor Kristie Hauer the advancements 
in COVID-19 treatment, as well as the 
decline in cases, are attributed to the 
libraries’ ability to fully reopen.

“There is a continued trend of less 
spread of coronavirus in our com-
munity,” said Hauer. “The availability 
of vaccinations that are spreading 
through our community has been a lit-
tle bit better than it had been earlier.”

Hauer also mentioned that she has 
heard feedback from patrons want-
ing to come in on their own schedule, 
rather than patrons having to create 
appointments to use the facilities.

Should a number of staff members 
get sick or be exposed to the corona-
virus, Hauer expects that services will 
have to temporarily be paused.

“We do know that, should staff 
members get sick or be exposed to 
the virus, that there will be temporary 
interruptions to services,” said Hauer. 
“We have had very few problems in 
the last year, so we hope that we can 
continue on without having those 
interruptions.”

For those individuals that don’t feel 
comfortable entering the library or 
have another reason why they don’t 
want to be in the library, services 
offered during the pandemic are still 
available. Curbside pickup will still be 
offered. Hauer and the library staff are 
also able to assist those individuals at 
the door of the library.

Throughout the pandemic and the 
initial reopening, the library staff has 
been able to run all of their services or 
variants of them to the patrons who 
aren’t physically coming in the library. 
The only service that the library hasn’t 
been able to provide for those indi-

viduals is computer use.
Within the libraries, staff and pa-

trons will still abide by the COVID-19 
mandates, including wearing a mask 
and socially distancing. Each guest will 
only be limited to an hour spent in the 
library as well. In-person programs 
will still be halted, as of now. Meeting 
rooms in the Shawano branch will con-

tinue to be closed and the maximum 
capacity of the library will run at 25%. 
Bathrooms will remain open as well.

Hauer is looking to work with the 
city and village parks in respective 
communities to hold programs outside 
once summer rolls around. Through 
May, programs will still be featured 
online on the Shawano County Library 
Facebook page (https://www.face-
book.com/shawanocountylibrary) and 
its YouTube channel (https://www.
youtube.com/channel/UChiAgDZU-_
HlP7sqlS-0_7A).

“I will anticipate that we will have 
an early stage to our meeting rooms at 
some point where its groups under a 
certain size,” said Hauer.

Once the public hears about the 
library going back to regular hours, 
Hauer expects to see more people 
coming in to the Shawano branch, be-
cause of both National Library Week 
and the change back to normal hours.

“It will be a nice light week of 
celebration, and seeing people we 
haven’t seen in a while will be good,” 
said Hauer

With National Library Week occur-
ring from April 4-10, the libraries have 

a few festivities planned for the week. 
One of the major events taking place is 
a Chromebook drawing.

“Anyone who visits this or any of 
the other branches can enter into that 
drawing, and we will pick two win-
ners at the end of the week to win the 
Chromebook,” said Hauer.

With National Library Week, Hauer 
hopes to highlight all of the resources 
that the library provides outside of just 
books.

“There is educational purposes 
that the library serves in an academic 
sense and in the sense of how we live 
our lives,” said Hauer. “There is also a 
component of life skills and job skills 
— whether it be applying for jobs or 
taking online courses, the library has 
resources available that people may 
not have at home.”

The Shawano library is also plan-
ning on including the community in 
events during the week, like a commu-
nity walk at noon on April 7. Also, each 
day of the week, there will be a virtual 
tour of each branch in the county, 
posted on its Facebook page.

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

AT A GLANCE
Shawano County Library branch hours
BIRNAMWOOD: Monday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Tuesday 

10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Wednesday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Thursday 10 a.m to 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to noon.

BONDUEL: Monday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Tuesday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Thursday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to noon

MATTOON: Tuesday 2-6 p.m., Wednesday 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

SHAWANO: Monday 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Tuesday 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., Wednesday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Thursday 8 
a.m. to  6 p.m., Friday: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday 9 
a.m. to  1 p.m.

TIGERTON: Tuesday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Wednesday 11 
a.m. to  7 p.m., Thursday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to noon

WITTENBERG: Tuesday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Wednesday 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Friday 
10 a.m to 5 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to noon

Shawano resident Kurt Hasselquist is getting a head start on National Library Week, checking out books on March 25. National Library Week runs April 4-10.
LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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Rural Health Initiative operating under ThedaCare
RHI, which helps rural families, can now focus more on helping rather than fundraising

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

On Jan. 1, the Rural Health Initia-
tive became a program that is oper-
ated under ThedaCare.

The Rural Health Initiative will 
now be known as the ThedaCare 
Rural Health Initiative. The RHI is 
a program ran by executive direc-
tor Rhonda Strebel for the last 17 
years. The focus of the program 
is to reach out to the community 
and help those who may not have 
access to a physician. The nonprofit 
program is set on engaging in popu-
lation health.

Strebel often reaches out to farm-
ers in rural areas within Shawano, 
Outagamie and Waupaca counties. 
She and her staff physically go out 
to rural homes and farms to help 
those individuals with their health 
needs.

While being under the umbrella 
of ThedaCare, RHI has the ability 
to worry less about fundraising and 
applying for grants and more about 
what they can do to help people that 
are in need.

“We just want to make a differ-
ence for families,” said Strebel.

Amy and Derick Zernicke recent-
ly got in contact with Strebel and 
the RHI to help their family. Derick 
Zernicke, a longtime farmer, was 
suffering from effects of stress and 
seasonal affective disorder. Without 
sufficient access or time to go to a 
hospital or physician, Amy Zernicke 
reached out to Strebel for help.

Strebel came out to the farm in 
Landstad and recommended simple 
remedies, like taking vitamin D and 
installing seasonal affective disorder 
lights into the house. She also rec-
ommended that writing in a journal 
could help. After not seeing much of 
a change, Strebel recommended that 
they should go in to see a doctor and 
receive medicine. Symptoms started 
to disappear, and Derick Zernicke 
began to feel better.

The Zernicke family expressed 
their gratitude towards Strebel and 
the program for making the trip out 
to be with the family.

“My husband is thankful and I 
am grateful that Rhonda was able 
to come out and help us,” said Amy 

Zernicke. “We even keep in contact 
today.”

Amy Zernicke posted updates 
on her Facebook page detailing the 
situation and the help that Strebel 
provided. This opened up the com-
munity’s eyes to the program, as 
well as gave her a platform to talk 
about what happened.

RHI is dedicated to helping and 
supporting rural farming families, 
like the Zernickes. Strebel believes 
that farms and farmers play a signifi-
cant role in the community.

“Farms are very important to the 
community,” said Strebel. “They are 
a lifeline for food.”

With farming families not having 
sufficient access or not having time 
to see a doctor, the RHI is available 
to come to them.

“We are unique, in that we go to 
them when they need assistance,” 
said Strebel.

When RHI staff go out to meet 
with families, they often check 
blood pressure, glucose and choles-
terol. This leads to the staff of the 
program being able to recommend 
what the next step could be towards 

recovery. The staff also provides 
these individuals with a “listening 
ear,” according to Strebel, where 
they can have conversations about 
what is happening and how the two 
parties can work together to im-
prove it.

With RHI now being operated 
under ThedaCare, they have become 
closer with health care within the 
hospital, even though RHI has had 
an office in the clinic on County 
Road B for years. This allows for 
easier and more efficient communi-
cation when trying to prescribe the 
help farmers or agriculture workers 
need.

Strebel said that the community 
has become very supportive and 
appreciative of the program. Those 
individuals who have been helped 
have even kept personal relation-
ships with Strebel and the rest of the 
staff.

“Trust is built,” said Strebel. 
“94% of people that we recommend 
referrals to end up going through 
with them.”

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

For more than 16 years, the Rural Health Initiative has provided safe, convenient access to care through in-home/on-site preventive health screenings for farm families. This photo was taken in 2015 at the Rem-
inger Family Farm in Leopolis. On Jan. 1, RHI started operating under ThedaCare.� CONTRIBUTED
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Hammen’s looking to grow business in 2021
Family orchard, winery 
and cider mill has 23 

wines for sale this year
By LUKE REIMER

Reporter

As the weather is starting to warm 
up, business is starting to pick up for 
one small orchard and winery in Sha-
wano County.

Paul and Leslie Hammen, who 
moved to Shawano County in 1985, 
opened a winery and cider mill on 
Aug. 1, 2019. Hammen Family Orchard, 
Winery and Cider Mill is located 
between Shawano and Bonduel. Paul 
Hammen is an expert in making wine, 
planting fruit trees and working with 
bees, as he has been doing so for most 
of his life.

In order to get the place prepared, 
the Hammen family planted its or-
chard seven years ago. Paul Hammen 
mentioned that it took about five years 
for the plants in their orchard to start 
producing fruit.

The Hammens are assisted in the 
business by their three daughters, a 
son-in-law and their grandchildren.

Hammen decided to start the 
orchard to use as a retirement project. 
He hopes his children and grandchil-
dren will take control of the winery in 
the future.

“It is just a retirement project,” said 
Hammen. “Something for my kids to 
take and hand down for generations.”

This year, the winery has 23 wines 
available. Other than wine, the busi-
ness sells fruit, including 10 different 
varieties of peaches and 250 varieties 
of apples. It also sells honey, canned 
goods, free range eggs and t-shirts. 
Hammen hopes to keep adding prod-
ucts that he can sell, including cheese 
from local factories.

During apple season, late July to 
early November, apples are getting 
picked daily. Apple tasting is offered 
every Saturday during apple season. 
Customers are welcomed and encour-
aged to try any of the available apples. 
Hammen said that apple and peach 
season are the busy times.

“The busy time is once the apples 
and peaches are ripe,” said Hammen. 
“Usually the Saturdays in the summer 
are very busy.”

In 2020, the winery almost ran out 
of wine due to the increase in public 

demand. According to Hammen, the 
most popular wines last year were 
mead wines.

“The mead went fast last year, 
everyone who came in for wine tasting 
left with a bottle of raspberry mead,” 
said Hammen. “A guy was in earlier 
who left with six bottles, because he 
remembered it from last year.”

Along with the raspberry mead, 
Hammen has found that the mulberry 
mead has been a good seller as well.

“Mulberry has gone over well too, it 
has always been a family favorite,” said 
Hammen.

Peaches have also been very 
popular at the orchard so far. Hammen 
planted 40 to 50 peach trees last year 
and has planted another 20 trees this 
year.

“Peaches went over very well, 
people come in week after week look-
ing for peaches, because they are fresh 

off of the tree,” said Hammen.
Located in a small community, 

Hammen has noticed that people have 
been coming in to buy wine and taste 
apples from outside of the area.

“When people Google wineries 
near me, we get a lot of people from 
that,” said Hammen. “During the sum-
mertime, I bet a third of the people 
that come in, just stumble in on their 
vacations or just driving through 
town.”

All of the bottling and fermenting 
is done in house in the back room of 
the winery. Hammen also has a walk-
in freezer where wine and ciders are 
stored during the winter months.

The winter is the slow time for the 
orchard, so the employees stay busy by 
getting the bottling of the wine done.

“It actually works perfectly,” said 
Hammen. “We can bottle in the winter, 
and then all through summer and fall, 

we can start on new wines in between 
the picking and the selling.”

The fermenting process usually 
takes about three weeks to a month, 
but can take longer depending on the 
kind of wine that is being made.

“It depends on how long it takes 
to ferment, grape wines take about a 
month, which is fast,” said Hammen. 
“My apple wines tend to linger on.”

Hammen then lets the wine natu-
rally clear.

Hammen hopes that, as more 
people are getting vaccinated and the 
pandemic start to slow down, the busi-
ness will continue to grow.

The family plans to build an outside 
patio in order to make a place for wine 
tasting in the summer. Hammen hopes 
to put a long bar in the tasting room as 
well.

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

Leslie Hammen, left, Matt Wudtke, center, and Heather Radomski are bottling wine, getting ready for the summer. Hammen Family Orchard, Winery and 
Cider Mill bottle all of their wine and cider in house using ingredients from their orchard.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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Spinning Wheel Inn sold as Lemhouses retire
Scott Mocco, Cari 

Shebuski bought the 
restaurant March 23

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

The Lemhouses have decided to 
sell the Spinning Wheel Inn on Sha-
wano Lake.

On March 23, Steve and Lisa 
Lemhouse sold the Spinning Wheel to 
Scott Mocco and Cari Shebuski. Steve 
Lemhouse started working at the inn 
in 1970 as a dishwasher. In 1972, Steve’s 
family bought the restaurant and in 
1994, Steve took it over.

The Spinning Wheel Inn has staked 
a place in Shawano history as the 
restaurant has existed for more than 
100 years.

Lemhouse recollected his experi-
ence operating the restaurant, thinking 
back to some of the fond memories he 
has had.

“We have had so many wonder-
ful customers come in throughout 
the years,” said Lemhouse, “I enjoyed 
seeing everyone during the Friday 
fish frys and on Saturdays for steak 
entrees.”

The bad memory that Lemhouse 
remembers is when the restaurant 
burned down in 1983.

“The place burned down in 1983 
because of an electrical fire behind one 
of the fryers,” said Lemhouse. “We 
were able to build everything back up 
though.”

All of the food that Lemhouse and 
the Spinning Wheel produce is home-
made.

Shebuski lived in Shawano in the 
past and her family used to own Dock-
ers, which is now Brothers.

Mocco said that Shebuski has 
always wanted to own a supper club. 

The two saw that the Lemhouses were 
selling the Spinning Wheel and saw 
that as an opportunity to fulfill this 
dream. With the inn and Dockers be-
ing close together in the community, 
Lemhouse and Shebuski’s mother 
became friends. This led to the con-
nection to make the sale.

Mocco and Shebuski plan to 
rename the restaurant to Dockers in 
tribute to Shebuski’s stepfather, who 
died of cancer.

With the Spinning Wheel being an 
iconic place in Shawano, Mocco and 
Shebuski will try to keep it that way. 
Mocco and Shebuski hope to keep 
the strong reputation that the inn has 
established over the last 100 years.

“We are going to do our best to 
keep that strong reputation and we 
hope that the public embraces it,” said 
Mocco.

With keeping the strong reputation, 
Mocco noted that they want to provide 
good food at a good price while giving 
good service, just like the Spinning 
Wheel has done for so long.

As far as renovations go, the pair 
are going to change the outside of the 
restaurant as well as the inside. Mocco 
mentioned that they were going to 
change a little bit of the exterior and 
interior, but they are going to keep it a 
supper club.

“There aren’t many supper clubs 
left in Shawano County,” said Mocco. 
“We want to keep this one as a supper 
club.”

Mocco noted, as people start to get 
vaccinated and the COVID-19 pandem-
ic eventually slows down, he hopes to 

see business in the restaurant.
“I think that people will come check 

out the restaurant when we have 
everything renovated,” said Mocco. 
“And then when they see everything I 
hope they will come in when they feel 
comfortable.”

Now that he is retired, Lemhouse 
plans on delivering flowers for Lisa’s 
Flower Shop in Bonduel.

“I will miss seeing everyone in 
the restaurant and the fun that we 
have had over the last 51 years,” said 
Lemhouse, “but I think I am ready to 
retire.”

Lemhouse also mentioned that 
he appreciates all of the customers 
who frequented the restaurant and 
employees who have worked with the 
Lemhouses over the years.

“The customers have been sad that 
we are leaving, but happy for us,” said 
Lemhouse. “It hasn’t really sunk in 
yet.”

The Lemhouses will be operat-
ing the restaurant until May 1, when 
Mocco and Shebuski take over.

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

Steve Lemhouse poses in front of the Spinning Wheel Inn sign at the bar. Lemhouse has been a part of the the Spinning Wheel Inn for the last 51 years, operat-
ing it since 1994.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

With supper clubs declining in Shawano County, the Spinning Wheel Inn remains one of the lasting 
ones. � LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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Shawano Woman’s Club recently presented a $500 donation to Shawano County Historical Society. 
Presenting the check to Lana Buelow, second from left, treasurer for the historical society, are, from 
left, Irene Leuenberger, secretary; Lynn Marcks, president; and Tina Flanagan, vice president. The club 
will hold a plant sale June 19 during the 13th Rhubarb Fest sponsored by the historical society at Heri-
tage Park in Shawano.� CONTRIBUTED

Woman’s club gives to historical society

www.newmedia-wi.com
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Fair attendance drops in 2020 due to pandemic
25% decrease expected; fair leader vows ‘whole new show’ this year

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The 2020 Shawano County Fair 
saw a 25% drop in attendance, ac-
cording to an annual report sub-
mitted March 24 to the Shawano 
County Board of Supervisors.

The report submitted by Sha-
wano Area Agricultural Society 
President Dale Hodkiewicz is a 
little later than usual, as the board 
usually invites fair representatives 
to speak in December each year, 
but like most things during the 
pandemic, the fair also saw itself 
changing to reflect the current 
times.

“I can only say that last year was 
one everyone would like to forget,” 
Hodkiewicz said, “but it did chal-
lenge everyone.”

The drop in attendance could be 
attributed to the pandemic, as many 
officials at the time were advocat-
ing skipping the fair for fear that it 
could become a superspreader for 

the coronavirus. The fair board also 
adjusted many of its events, cancel-
ling the Bingo games that usu-
ally take place and opting to have 
smaller bands in the grandstands 
that wouldn’t draw crowds, accord-
ing to Hodkiewicz.

“We held the livestock auction 
at the Crawford Center this year, 
which gave people more room to 
spread out,” he said, which was a 
different venue than the coliseum 
and was also held virtually, with 
people bidding based off photos in-
stead of the animals being brought 
in by 4-H members and shown in 
person.

Hodkiewicz noted the drop in 
attendance was expected, and he 
didn’t have any issue with people 
opting to skip this year’s fair, given 
the circumstances. He noted that 
there were a lot of lost hours of 
sleep over the decision whether to 
hold the fair at a time when events 
on a massive scale were being 
canceled.

“We respect the decisions 
people made, whether they came 
or didn’t come,” Hodkiewicz said. 
“Those that came had a great time, 
and as I walked the grounds, I had 
multiple people come forward and 
said to thank the board to have the 
fair.”

Hodkiewicz noted that some 
renovation projects on the fair-
grounds were put on hold because 
the fair board did not know what 
kind of revenue to expect last year. 
Projects that did move forward 
was replacing the asphalt on the 
grounds and a new storm sewer 
drain system, he said.

“It wasn’t a banner year, but we 
did stay in the black,” Hodkiewicz 
said.

Volunteers also stepped up dur-
ing a difficult year to make the fair 
a success, Hodkiewicz added.

“We were pleased, and we plan 
to put a whole new show together 
this year,” he said.

Hodkiewicz also reported on the 

2020 Shawano Speedway season, 
as the society also manages that 
activity on the fairgrounds. Because 
of the pandemic, racing activity did 
not start until June, he said, in coor-
dination with other racing facilities 
in the state.

“They all started at the same 
time so we didn’t overflow,” Hod-
kiewicz said.

Among the things the society did 
to mitigate health issues, according 
to Hodkiewicz, was to change how 
it handled the food at the racetrack 
and adding hand sanitation stations 
all across the grounds. He noted 
those stations were also in place for 
the duration of the fair.

“We encouraged people to 
spread out throughout the grand-
stand and respect the people 
around you,” Hodkiewicz said. 
“We had personnel traveling to the 
restroom on every hour (for sanita-
tion), and people adjusted and were 
very grateful that people had a 
place to go and enjoy themselves.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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Evers talks broadband with county officials
Davel, others tell 

governor about lack of 
internet infrastructure

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Gov. Tony Evers is promising that 
more money is coming to increase 
broadband access to rural areas — a 
lot more — as Shawano County of-
ficials pointed out the need for better 
internet accessibility in all things.

Evers visited the county’s hu-
man services facility in the Town of 
Wescott on March 26 and talked brief-
ly with representatives from county 
management and human services, 
along with the Aging and Disability 
Resource Center of the Wolf River 
Region, about the need for broadband 
to serve health services, education 
and other needs in the county. He 
promised during the 20-minute ses-
sion that more money would be com-
ing, at least $200 million, and noted it 
was one of the few issues that he and 
the Republican-controlled Wisconsin 
Legislature could both get behind.

“There are certain givens that 
transcend Democrats and Republi-
cans,” Evers said. “Among those issues 
is broadband. We will be increasing 
(funding) — there is no doubt in my 
mind that, when we go through the 
budget, that will be a top priority of 
our Republican legislators. They get 
it because they live in rural areas, too, 
many of them, and they realize how 
important it is in the business world 
but also in emergency management.”

Evers noted that the state has 
struggled to provide broadband inter-
net infrastructure in recent years, but 
he’s hoping his proposal to put more 
than double the money in the biennial 
budget for that line item than has been 
provided in the eight years that the 
state has had broadband capabilities.

“The state of Minnesota has prob-
ably outspent us four to one,” Evers 
said. “If we want to have to have good 
health care, we need to have good 
broadband in the state.”

According to Tyler Huebner, 
commissioner on Wisconsin’s Public 
Services Commission, which houses 
the state’s broadband hub, the state has 
spent about $72 million on broadband 
access in the last eight years, with only 
$20 million being spent prior to last 
year. He noted the PSC has provided 
Shawano County with three grants to 
help expand broadband capabilities.

“We still have a big gap for con-
necting our rural communities,” 
Huebner said.

Of the proposed $200 million 
planned for the 2021-23 budget, $150 
million would go toward the expan-
sion program, and the remaining 
$50 million would help to make that 
broadband access affordable for 
individuals and families, especially if 
they’re in the low-income category.

Rick Kane, county human services 
director, noted that the county has uti-
lized telehealth extensively in the past 
year, as the pandemic shut down a lot 
of in-person services. Even once the 
pandemic is history, he expects that 
county officials will continue to utilize 
telehealth for mental health services, 
noting it’s difficult to get psychiatrists 
to come to Shawano.

“There is a great need here, and 
we are large consumers of tele-
health,” Kane said. “One of the things 
we would like to see is broadband 
increased throughout the county 
because there is a tremendous need. 
There are a fair amount of people out 
in rural areas who do not have access 
to the internet, and that is a dilemma 
for them and for us.”

The county found problems when 

it deployed its workforce remotely, 
according to Jennifer Frost, behav-
ioral health services manager for the 
county.

“Many of them did not have access 
to internet, so we couldn’t have staff 
provide the service,” Frost said. “A lot 
of the consumers also don’t have ac-
cess to internet or access to video.”

James Davel, the county’s admin-
istrative coordinator, pointed out that 
broadband capability is spotty at best, 
even for people living close to Sha-
wano. He noted that just to install a 
tower for 9-1-1 services costs $300,000 
to $400,000, so it would likely take 
more money than the county has 
received so far to tackle the issue with 
any success.

“What we discovered was that one 
home could get it, and the home next 
to it could not get it,” Davel said. “A 
lot of it is really associated with the 
terrain. Because it’s wireless, we’re 
utilizing the towers we have with the 
county, which doesn’t cover your 
entire area. We could never get broad-
band across the complete spectrum.”

Davel said internet access to 
schools is also an issue. He noted that 
the Shawano School District was on 
virtual learning on that day as teach-

ers were getting their second vac-
cination for the coronavirus, but it’s 
difficult for him and his two children 
to be able to access the schools via the 
internet because they live out in the 
country.

“We were out of school for three 
or four months, and to have two kids 
on (the internet), no way,” Davel said. 
“It really affected the education level 
the kids were receiving this year. 
Doing that is incredibly difficult for a 
family.”

Davel added that the school district 
tried to get hotspots to families who 
needed them, but even then it wasn’t 
enough to “get the job done.”

Evers noted that having broadband 
availability is just as important as 
providing electricity or phone service 
to people. He said the coronavirus 
pandemic has shown how lacking 
Wisconsin is because people have not 
been able to access programs like tele-
health services because the internet 
infrastructure is not there.

“We have to have that access,” 
Evers said, noting that he’s declared 
2021 the year of broadband. “It is an 
important utility.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Gov. Tony Evers speaks with Shawano County Board Chairman Tom Kautza following a discussion March 26 at the human services center in the Town of 
Wescott about broadband internet access, or the lack thereof. Evers is planning on getting the Wisconsin Legislature to approve $200 million, almost triple 
what has been spent in the last eight years, in the 2021-23 budget earmarked for expanding broadband access.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA



PAGE 22  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021



FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021  •  WEB  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 23

I’ve got a new “favorite” author, 
WL Knightly. I just finished book 
No. 1 in the Unconventional Truth 
series, “Dead on Time,” and now 
I’m ready for book No. 2.

Whit Filmore is only in his early 
40s, but he’s in his third career. He 
was as a police detective in Ohio, 
when he realized that his ability to 
“read” people and situations could 
be taught, so he became a college 
professor. His third career includes 
occasional assignments to help 
solve kidnappings and disappear-
ances.

He has been contacted by FBI 
agent Kevin Birch, asking him to 
help find a missing college girl from 
Aldridge, Texas. Birch has a reputa-
tion as a chauvinistic jerk, but Whit 
won’t let that stop him from work-
ing to find the missing girl.

So he agrees and convinces his 
assistant Anna to go along. Anna is 
an empath, getting her master’s in 
criminology, whose talents are just 
beginning to emerge. Whit wants 
her to get experience in this type of 
investigation as much as he needs 
her special insights.

They take Whit’s carefully re-

stored, souped-
up Ford Falcon 
for the 14-hour 
drive. They are 
met by Police 
Chief Rosemary 
Dash and her 
deputy Jason. 
Whit notices 
that she is at-
tractive and 
about his age, 
but all business.

Kilgore College student Katie 
Buller has been missing for several 
weeks. She is the daughter of the 
wealthy and powerful David “Bull” 
Buller and though he and his wife 
didn’t immediately report it, he’s 
now demanding the police do more.

Agent Birch hasn’t sent his case 
notes and isn’t answering his phone, 
so Chief Dash walks them through 
the information she does have, in-
cluding the fact that a second girl is 
also missing.

Nisha Fowler is the same age as 
Katie Buller and attended the same 
college. Agent Birch insisted that 
Nisha was a runaway and refused 
to investigate further, but Whit and 

Anna immediately feel there must 
be a connection between the girls.

When questioned, Nisha’s par-
ents insist that no one cares about 
what happened to Nisha. All the 
attention has been focused on the 
wealthy Katie. They are sure Katie 
never would have befriended a 
black girl from the other side of the 
tracks.

Following his gut, they head for 
a frat party on campus. It only takes 
minutes to learn that Katie and 
Nisha were together often, a friend-
ship neither’s parents were aware 
of. Their informant hints that the 
girls had a relationship with a boy 
named Keagan.

Whit makes a surprise visit to 
Keagan and notes a bell and a robe. 
His senses say Keagan is part of a 
secret society and that might have 
something to do with the disappear-
ances.

Before he can move on, Mr. 
Fowler confesses to taking Katie. 
He will let her go as soon as Nisha 
is found. Whit knows it is a ploy to 
bring attention to Nisha’s case and 
is upset because it distracts Rose, 
a.k.a. Chief Dash.

Whit feels 
Keagan and his 
housemates 
are key to the 
investigation 
and decides to 
put pressure on 
him. They get 
a break when 
Anna finds that 
the distinctive 
design on the 
bell is for a 

secret group called the Iron Coven. 
The membership is far-reaching and 
quite powerful.

About that time, Katie is found 
wandering on a dirt road. She says 
Fowler had her tied in an old cabin. 
Whit thinks she looks and smells 
amazingly good for someone who 
has been held captive. Suddenly 
Whit knows what really happened, 
but he and Anna will have to take 
big risk to get the proof required.

The book ends with Whit feeling 
that he’d done what he’d promised. 
The Bullers were brought to justice, 
the Fowlers were devastated but got 
closure, and he’d wiped the smug 
smile off Agent Birch’s face.

Unconventional Truth series looks promising

JAN JONES

Easter goodies for the adults

Chet and Emil’s in Birnamwood held a vendor fair on March 27 to allow folks to gets quilts, jewelry and 
other goodies just in time for the Easter holiday. The event was held in conjunction with a community 
Easter egg hunt, raffle baskets and other activities.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

While the college has had in-per-
son learning since June 2020, North-
central Technical College (NTC) has 
announced it will be transitioning to 
a more traditional college experience 
beginning this August with additional 
in-person offerings, events and stu-
dent activities.

“At NTC, we believe in meeting 
learners where they’re at,” said Lori 
Weyers, president. “For some, that 
means a traditional in-person experi-
ence, and for some that means online 
learning through our innovative 
Virtual College.”

Learners will have the opportunity 
to choose how they take their classes 
this fall when registration opens 
Tuesday, April 6. While NTC has 
190-plus program options, prospective 
learners can also choose from two 

new associate degree options, Human 
Resources and Paralegal.

The college also recently an-
nounced a new delivery model – NTC 
Connect – that allows students to 
choose their desired class format (in 
person, online or Zoom) day by day 
or week by week to fit student prefer-
ence and schedule.

“Providing a safe environment for 
our entire campus community will 
continue to be our priority this fall,” 
Weyers said. “We are excited to wel-
come more students back to campus 
and eager to serve those who prefer 
to maintain their current hybrid, 
blended or online learning.”

To learn about NTC’s new pro-
grams or how to get started this fall, 
visit www.ntc.edu.

NTC announces in-
person plans for fall 

and open registration



The Wittenberg-Birnamwood High 
School boys golf team was in the hunt 
for a Central Wisconsin Conference 
title the last time the team was in ac-
tion. Now nearly two years later, the 
team is still expecting to compete for 
a conference title.

“We have very high expectations 
this season and feel we are in a good 
position to compete for a conference 
title,” said long-time Witt-Birn coach 
Chris Bartletti. “We had a great team 
last season and were very disappoint-
ed — as were many teams — not to be 
able to compete.”

Bartletti said there are 20 play-
ers intending to play golf this spring, 
giving him plenty of options as the 
season progresses.

Leading the way will be senior Ian 
Resch, who Bartletti expects to be 
in the running for the top individual 
player in the conference.

“We definitely expect to compete 
even though we lost two of our top five 
(from 2019). We are gaining new golf-
ers who will hopefully help us toward 
the goal of a conference title,” said 
Resch, who hopes to end the year com-
peting at state. “I will try my best to 
help lead the team and help everyone 
keep their heads on their shoulders.

“Most of these guys have not been 
playing for very long, so to have the 
opportunity to compete for a confer-
ence title is really a blessing. Missing 
last year really dampened the team’s 
spirits, but we hope to pick up right 
where we left off.”

In his sophomore season, Resch 
made the all-conference first team, 
often carding the best round on the 
team, which ended the season com-
peting at sectionals.

Also back from that five-player 
sectional team that year are senior 
Maverick Beran and junior Calvin 
Scheurer.

Senior Brian Nelson and junior 

Isabella Hegewald also return with 
plenty of varsity experience, despite 
not having a spring season a year ago.

PAGE 24  •  WEB  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  • FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021

S P O RT S
H I G H  S C H O O L  G O L F

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

The Tigerton High School base-
ball team will be under the direction 
of a new coach this spring, but it still 
expects to be in the hunt for a confer-
ence title.

Beau Hoffman is the new coach, 
and he will have a pair of all-confer-
ence players back from the 2019 team 

that he can build around.
Now seniors, Isaac Schoen and 

Mitch Zimdars each landed on a 
Central Wisconsin Conference-North 
Division team in 2019. Schoen made 
the second team after serving as a 
utility player, while Zimdars was an 
honorable mention playing primarily 
catcher and third base.

Also back with plenty of varsity 
experience for the Tigers are senior 

Kaeden Miller (second base) and 
juniors Dawson Block (outfield) and 
Zeke Griepentrog (infield).

“We expect to compete for confer-
ence this season,” said Tigerton assis-
tant coach Matt Herrbold of the team. 
“We face many of the same challenges 
other teams will have this year; some 
of our core players haven’t played 
baseball in several years.”

Sophomores Asher Michaelis, Ryder 

Graham and Colby Wanta are players 
who will help fill out the team’s lineup.

“Well, if we want to win confer-
ence, everyone would have to have the 
powerful drive that we need to achieve 
that goal,” said Schoen. “I believe we 
can do it, but everyone on the team 
needs to stay focused on that goal and 
refuse to lose.”

H I G H  S C H O O L  B AS E B A L L

Tigerton chasing conference title under new head coach
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

sports@newmedia-wi.com

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Witt-Birn boys expect to be in CWC title hunt

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Calvin Scheurer watches his putt during the WIAA Division 2 Mosinee Sectional at Indianhead Golf Course in Mosinee on May 28, 
2019. Scheurer is one of three golfers back this spring from the 2019 sectional-qualifying team.� TINA BACON
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VOLLEYBALL
Gresham 3
Bowler 0

Bowler dropped an alternate fall 
season match against Gresham on 
March 25 in Bowler. Gresham won by 
scores of 25-16, 25-14, 25-15.

McKayla Putnam finished with 
eight combined kills and seven assists 
to lead Bowler on the court. Tynea 
Johnson contributed four attack kills 
and five digs. Brandi Spencer posted 
six assists and three aces, while 
Weengeetah Mohawk had nine digs.

Sevastopol 3
Tigerton 1

Tigerton dropped a match against 
Sevastopol on March 23 in Sturgeon 
Bay. The Tigers lost by scores of 25-
10, 20-25, 25-11, 25-14.

Skyler Hauser recorded 14 digs and 
12 total kills for Tigerton. Savannah 
Swartz posted 12 digs, nine total kills 
and three aces, while Ladia Block had 
11 digs and five total kills.

Adrienne Brady contributed 12 
assists and six digs for the Tigers. 

Elizabeth Robbins finished with seven 
assists, while Abby Swartz had six 
digs.

Menominee Indian 3
Bowler 2

Bowler lost in five sets against 
Menominee Indian on March 23 in 
Keshena. The Eagles won by scores of 
15-25, 25-20, 25-19, 25-27, 15-10.

McKayla Putnam was credited 
with 15 attack kills, 15 assists and five 
aces to lead Bowler, while Tynea 
Johnson had seven attack kills and 19 
digs. 

Brandi Spencer had 19 assists, 
while Tia Kroening recorded 14 digs 
and three aces.

H I G H  S C H O O L  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Bowler’s McKayla Putnam, second from left, hits 
the ball as teammate Bertina Dodge looks on dur-
ing an alternate fall season match against Gresh-
am on March 25 in Bowler.

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

ONLINE
Video highlights from the Bowler, Gresham volleyball 

match can be found at www.newmedia-wi.com.

Three area high school girls 
basketball players were named to 
Wisconsin Basketball Coaches As-
sociation All-Star Game rosters.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Abi 
Fraaza and Emma Herb and Gillett’s 
Aubrey DeBauch were the athletes 
honored with roster spots.

Fraaza and Herb will be part of 

the Division 4 North team, while 
DeBauch plays for the Division 5 
North team.

“I’m honored to have been se-
lected to this game and to have the 
opportunity to play,” said DeBauch. 
“I’m super excited and definitely 
looking forward to playing the 
sport I love with the best girls in 
the state. It means a lot to me, and 
I think it’ll be an incredible experi-
ence.”

The Division 5 game is sched-
uled for 9 a.m. July 14. Each all-star 
game will be played at JustAGame 
Fieldhouse in Wisconsin Dells.

“Being selected to the WBCA 
All-Star Game is such an incredible 
opportunity that I am so grateful 
for,” said Fraaza. “Only being able 
to play four games this season, and 
no conference games (because of an 
injury), I just can’t thank my coach, 
Nick Mechelke, and the other 

coaches of the conference enough 
for believing in me and my abilities 
with limited playing time.”

“Being selected to play in that 
game feels great, and I am excited 
to be able to play with even more 
competition, along with my team-
mate Abigail,” said Herb.

The Division 4 game is set for 
10:45 a.m. July 14.

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Abi Fraaza, center, passes the ball during a Division 3 regional semifinal 
matchup against Clintonville on Feb. 12 in Wittenberg. Fraaza earned a spot on the WBCA All-Star Game 
roster in Division 4.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Emma Herb, left, dribbles toward the basket during a nonconference game 
against Marathon on Dec. 29 in Wittenberg. Herb was named to the Division 4 WBCA All-Star Game 
roster.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

3 area girls players named to WBCA all-star rosters



Cornerback Kevin King is stay-
ing with the Green Bay Packers after 
agreeing to a one-year deal worth $6 
million.

King’s agent, Chad Speck, con-
firmed the agreement on March 23. 
ESPN and NFL Network first reported 
the deal.

The move enables the Packers to 
keep both their starting cornerbacks 
from last season with Pro Bowl selec-
tion Jaire Alexander entrenched at the 
other spot.

King, who turns 26 on May 5, has 
made 36 starts in his four-year career 
and 25 over the last two seasons. The 
Packers drafted him in the second 
round with the 33rd overall pick in 
2017.

He had a tough performance in 
the Packers’ 31-26 NFC championship 
game loss to Tampa Bay. King ap-
peared to have pass coverage on two 
of Tampa Bay’s touchdowns, including 
Scotty Miller’s 39-yarder with 1 second 

left in the first half. King also was 
called for a pass interference penalty 

late in the fourth quarter that helped 
the Bucs run out the clock.

But he’s been a pretty steady 
contributor to the Packers’ secondary 
since coming to Green Bay. The Pack-
ers would have been facing a notable 
lack of cornerback depth beyond Alex-
ander if they had let King depart.

King made 57 tackles and started all 
11 regular-season games in which he 
appeared last season, though he missed 
five games with a quadriceps injury. 
He had no interceptions last year but 
picked off five passes in 2019.

King’s decision means the Packers 
will be keeping two of their major free 
agents from departing. Just before the 
free agency period started, the Packers 
reached an agreement with Pro Bowl 
running back Aaron Jones on a four-
year, $48 million deal that includes a 
$13 million signing bonus.

The Packers lost All-Pro center 
Corey Linsley, who joined the Los 
Angeles Chargers on a five-year deal 
worth an average of $12.5 million per 
season. The move reunites him with 
offensive tackle Bryan Bulaga, who left 
the Packers for the Chargers via free 
agency a year ago.

The Bowler High School softball 
team is anticipating a strong finish 
in the Central Wisconsin Confer-
ence-North Division despite having 
a young roster.

The last time the Panthers were 
on the field in 2019, the team had 
six players make an all-conference 
team. Only Tynea Johnson, now a 
senior, remains from that group.

Johnson earned the all-confer-
ence honor as a second baseman 

and shortstop, and coach Alison 
Van Grinsven expects Johnson to 
serve as the team’s shortstop this 
season.

Other players back from past 
varsity teams are senior pitcher 
McKayla Putnam and junior first 
baseman Morgan Paiser.

“As a senior, I hope to guide 
the team in the best way I possibly 
can,” said Putnam.

“It is a goal of mine this year to 
try and have a really great season 
and I think that we can give the 

other teams a run for their money.”
The rest of Bowler’s lineup will 

be players without a ton of varsity 
experience.

The junior trio of Abigayl Cham-
berlain, Madison Klemann and Tia 
Kroening will help fill out the three 
outfield positions.

Freshmen Bertina Dodge and 
Weengeetah Mohawk will play in 
the infield. Freshman Bailey Gross-
kopf can play multiple positions for 
the team.

Even with all the youth, Van 

Grinsven is expecting some big 
things from the team.

“I expect us to finish towards the 
top of this year’s conference,” said 
Van Grinsven. “Our biggest com-
petitor is going to be Manawa and 
we open the season at their field 
(April 27). We are a young team 
with only maybe three seniors on 
the roster. We have a large group 
of juniors and sophomores that can 
hopefully step up and fill some big 
roles that left us two years ago.”
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Sports Editor
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Young Bowler team has big goals for upcoming season

Green Bay Packers cornerback Kevin King drops back against the Chicago Bears during a game on Jan. 3 in 
Chicago. King re-signed with the Packers on March 23.� KAMIL KRZACZYNSKI | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BOWLING
Resch Lanes — Wednesday Night Handicap
Team 	 W 	 L
Liberty Potatoes 	 126 	 77
Mama’s Place 	 100 	 103
Resch Lanes (1) 	 99 1/2 	 103 1/2
Hanke’s Sentry Foods 	 91 	 112
Tavern Front 	 88 	 115
Resch Lanes (2) 	 85 1/2 	 117 1/2
Slammers 	 84 	 119
Kemmer Electronics 	 82 	 121

High team handicap games (top 3): Liberty 
Potatoes 1,269, Hanke’s Sentry Foods 1,263, Tavern 
Front 1,230.
High individual handicap games (top 7): Randall 
Skaggs 318, Brian Mattmiller 300, Tom Berg 296, 
Kevin Rosenow 288, Jim Borchardt 286, Kurt Zeinert 
277, Dick Potrykus 275.
High team handicap series (top 3): Tavern Front 
3,611, Hanke’s Sentry Foods 3,597, Mama’s Place 3,591.
High individual handicap series (top 7): Randall 
Skaggs 832, Jim Borchardt 824, Kurt Zeinert 772, 

Brian Mattmiller 752, Mark Cornish 733, Jimmy 
Hohensee 733, Todd Vanderkoy 727, Jeff Arndt 727.
Resch Lanes — Monday Ladies Handicap
Team 	 W 	 L
Resch Lanes 	 47 1/2 	 36 1/2
Gulliver’s Landing 	 45 1/2 	 38 1/2
Lisa’s Lakeside 	 45 	 39
Tavern Front 	 43 	 41
Strike-a-pose 	 34 	 50
Kropf’s Meats 	 28 	 56
High team handicap games (top 3): Lisa’s Lakeside 

932, Tavern Front 898, Resch Lanes 851.
High individual handicap games (top 7): Jaime 
Resch 273, Dalton Zeinert 249, Heather Giddings 244, 
Kelly Rosenow 243, Todd Vanderkoy 238, Jennifer 
Resch 234, Mary Krause 233.
High team handicap series (top 3): Lisa’s Lakeside 
2,660, Tavern Front 2,566, Resch Lanes 2,514.
High individual handicap series (top 7): Jaime 
Resch 708, Heather Giddings 706, Dalton Zeinert 
693, Sue Hughes 669, Cheryl Zeinert 657, Todd 
Vanderkoy 657, Jennifer Resch 656.

R E C R E AT I O N  S CO R E B OA R D

Kevin King agrees to deal keeping him in Green Bay
By STEVE MEGARGEE
The Associated Press



The Bonduel High School baseball 
team hopes to rely on its hitting while 
trying to establish some pitchers this 
spring.

Since the last time the Bears 
stepped on the field in 2019, the team 
graduated all six players who landed 
on a Central Wisconsin Conference-
East Division team. Still, the team 
expects another strong season.

“I think we should be competitive 
all year and, like every year, think we 
should compete for the conference 

title,” said Bonduel coach Donnie Gru-
enewald. “We will have to try to find 
answers on who will step up to take on 
a large share of the pitching load. Our 
hitting will have to carry us to start the 
year.”

While no all-conference players are 
back, the Bears do have several experi-
enced seniors to turn to.

One of those players is senior 
catcher Garrett Engel, who will try 
and take some of the pressure off the 
team’s pitchers.

“My job behind the plate is always 
to make my pitcher look good,” said 
Engel. “With having the experience 

I’ve got, I will always be sharing my 
knowledge. I firmly believe a catcher 
calls an entire game and can be the 
difference between a win or loss with 
even just one pitch in the game.

“I believe a catcher and pitcher 
need to have good chemistry and un-
derstand each other in order for things 
to work, so that is what we are doing 
right now,” Engel continued. “I’m 
working on understanding each and 
every one of my new pitchers. Fram-
ing, blocking and my throw downs 
are as sharp as ever to go along with 
that. Even with the inexperience of 
our pitchers this year, I believe we will 

surprise many people and teams.”
Seniors Carson Robaidek (short-

stop) and Cole Anderson (third base) 
will help fill out the infield, while 
Anderson figures to take the mound 
as well.

Seniors Brett Margelofsky and Jack 
Johnson will help anchor the outfield.

Juniors Reece Stoltenow and Adam 
Beilfuss and freshman Noah Weier 
also will play in the infield for the 
Bears. Stoltenow also is expected to be 
a part of the team’s pitching staff.
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The Shawano Community High 
School softball team has high expec-
tations going into the spring season 
despite losing four of its six all-con-
ference players from a couple seasons 
ago.

The last time the Hawks took the 
field in 2019, the team finished in the 
middle of the Bay Conference stand-
ings. Six players received all-confer-
ence nods, but only seniors Taylor 
Johnson and Naomi Wynos remain 
from that group.

Johnson earned a spot on the first 
team, while Wynos was an honorable 
mention.

Johnson will serve as Shawano’s 
top pitcher this spring, and play in the 
outfield when not in the circle. Wynos 
will serve as the team’s third baseman.

Also back with significant varsity 
experience are juniors Brianna Wright 

(shortstop) and Margo Gull (center 
field).

Another boost for the Hawks will 
come from senior Kendra Kristof, who 
is back after an injury and a couple of 

years of recovery. She led the team in 
hitting as a freshman.

“I will work to lead by example 
both offensively and defensively to 
show the underclassmen and less 

experienced players how we do things 
on varsity,” said Johnson on how she’d 
help lead the team. “I’ll make sure to 
stay positive and encourage all the 
girls when we encounter any obstacles 
along the way so we can be successful. 
We all need to focus on one common 
goal and buy into the system and we’ll 
be successful!”

According to long-time coach Brian 
Johnson, the rest of the lineup will be 
figured out in the weeks leading up to 
the season.

“We expect to have some great po-
sition battles this year after a two-year 
layoff,” said Brian Johnson.

“We have some depth for the first 
time in awhile.”

One challenge the team might 
encounter is finding pitchers behind 
Taylor Johnson, with the coach noting 
the team will need “freshmen pitchers 
to step up in a hurry.”

H I G H  S C H O O L  S O F T B A L L

H I G H  S C H O O L  B AS E B A L L

Upperclassmen ready to lead Shawano on diamond
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Shawano’s Naomi Wynos follows through on a swing during a Division 2 regional quarterfinal game 
against Clintonville on May 16, 2019, at Martzke Park in Shawano. Wynos is one of two all-conference 
players back from the 2019 team.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Bonduel will rely on hitting early, hope pitching develops
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Like many teams across the state, 
the Bonduel High School softball 
team will try and fuse its experienced 
players with several underclassmen to 
put together a strong season.

Bonduel. which is coached by 
Chris Reinke, does not return any 
all-conference players from the 2019 
season, but it does have several ex-
perienced players back as it prepares 
to play in the always tough Central 
Wisconsin Conference-East Division.

Senior Halea Sporisky will serve 
as a leader for Bonduel’s outfielders, 
while senior catcher Joanie Wudtke 
helps the team’s pitchers. Juniors Julia 
Lorbiecki and Nicole Koeller will fill 
out the outfield.

Junior Claire Gehm was the team’s 
top pitcher in 2019, but she’ll have 
some more help this season.

Reinke says sophomore Naki-

yah Henning and freshmen Hailee 
Thompson and Hailey Zernicke could 
also spend time in the circle. All three 
players will play in the infield.

Sophomore Macy Niles is another 
option in the infield for the Bears. 
Freshman Lila Pleshek can play all 
over the diamond, including catcher.

While the upperclassmen know 
the varsity game, they also know team 
success could depend on how quickly 
the underclassmen get acquainted 
with the elevated level of play.

“As a senior on the team this year, 
I plan to try and help make them (un-
derclassmen) feel as comfortable as 
possibly with us upperclassmen,” said 
Sporisky. “I know it’s very intimidat-
ing coming up to the high school level 
with the older girls, but I hope I can 
help them make a smooth transition 
and just overall have a fun successful 
year!”

H I G H  S C H O O L  S O F T B A L L

Bonduel must blend experience with new varsity players
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Bonduel’s Claire Gehm throws a pitch during a game against Amherst on May 7. 2019 in Bonduel. Gehm 
is one of several pitchers the team can turn to this coming spring.� FILE | NEW MEDIAsports@newmedia-wi.com

North Iowa Area
Oconto Falls High School gradu-

ate Samantha Coron capped a strong 
freshman season for the North Iowa 
Area Community College women’s 
volleyball team last week.

In the team’s regular-season victory 
over Southeastern Community College 
(Iowa) on March 23, Coron tallied 10 
digs, two assists and an attack kill.

North Iowa Area had its season 
come to a close after a postseason 
loss to Hawkeye Community College 
(Iowa) on March 28. Coron tallied five 
digs, four attack kills, an assist and two 
block assists.

Rockhurst
Shawano graduate Averi Vomastic 

put together a pair of strong matches 
to help the Rockhurst University 
(Missouri) volleyball team to a pair of 
sweeps last week.

In Rockhurst’s 25-20, 25-22, 25-14 
win over Southwest Baptist University 
(Missouri) on March 26, Vomastic led 
the team with 12 attack kills. She added 
seven digs, two serving aces, three 
block assists and a solo block.

Vomastic contributed six digs, 
four attack kills, three block assists, 
two solo blocks and a service ace in 
the team’s 25-19, 25-20, 25-18 win over 
William Jewel College (Missouri) on 
March 26.

St. Norbert
Oconto Falls grad Emily Gonner-

ing competed in four events for the St. 
Norbert College track and field team 
during the Carroll Alumni Invitational 
on March 27.

Gonnering placed 14th in the javelin 
throw (21.36 meters). She took 35th in 
the shot put (8.53) and 37th in the ham-
mer throw (25.92). She didn’t post a 
distance in the discus competition.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood grad 
Simon Stewart pitched a scoreless in-
ning for the St. Norbert baseball team 
during a 10-4 loss to the University of 
Chicago on March 27.

Stewart allowed a pair of hits but 
also struck out a batter to get out of 
the inning unscathed.

Edgewood
Gresham graduate Mackenzie 

Hoffman and the Edgewood College 
softball team went 0-4 across a pair of 
doubleheaders last week.

Hoffman scored a run and had a 
sacrifice bunt for her team in a 10-2 
loss in the first game against Concor-
dia University on March 24. Hoff-
man drew a walk in the second game 
against the Milwaukee School of 
Engineering on March 27.

Hamline
Shawano grad Peyton Buerman lost 

a doubles match while competing for 
the Hamline University (Minnesota) 

women’s tennis team on March 27. 
Hamline lost 8-1 to St. Olaf College 
(Minnesota).

Buerman and her No. 3 doubles 
partner Janie Schwartz lost 8-0.

Bryant and Stratton
Shawano graduate Bayleigh Laabs 

helped the Bryant and Stratton softball 
team to a doubleheader sweep over 
College of Lake County (Illinois) on 
March 22.

In a 15-4 win in game one, Laabs 
finished with two hits and three runs 
scored. Laabs added another hit in the 
team’s 14-0 win in game two.

UW-Stevens Point
Oconto Falls grad Mitchell Manns 

helped the UW-Stevens Point baseball 
team accomplish some history during 
his first career collegiate game. Manns 
served as the catcher for the team’s 
combined no-hitter against Finlandia 
University (Michigan), a game UWSP 
won 10-0 on March 25.

UWSP pitchers struck out 18 bat-
ters across eight innings. Only four 
Finlandia batters reached. At the plate, 
Manns drew a walk and then stole a 
base.

Ripon
Witt-Birn graduate Lauren Bahr 

competed in several events for the Ri-
pon College women’s swim team in its 
season-ending dual against Lake Forest 

College (Illinois) on March 27.
As an individual, Bahr placed 

second in the 200-yard backstroke 
with a time of 2 minutes, 31.03 seconds. 
She placed third in the 100 backstroke 
(1:06.78) and came in 11th in the 50 
freestyle (27.32). Bahr was also on the 
second-place finishing 200 medley 
relay (1:59.69) and third-place finishing 
200 freestyle relay (1:47.38).

Concordia
Shawano grad Jewel Waupekenay 

played in her first career collegiate 
game on March 24 for the Concordia 
University softball team.

Waupekenay served as a pinch-run-
ner and scored a run in the team’s 10-2 
victory over Edgewood College.

Des Moines Area
Gresham graduate Christian Haff-

ner helped the Des Moines Area Com-
munity College (Iowa) men’s basket-
ball team to two wins last week.

Haffner knocked down three 
3-pointers and four total field goals 
during an 11-point performance in a 
78-57 win over Northeast Community 
College (Iowa) on March 24. He also 
had two assists and a rebound in 26 
minutes of action.

Haffner didn’t score in the team’s 
77-65 victory over Kirkwood Commu-
nity College (Iowa) on March 27, but 
he did post two assists, two rebounds 
and a steal in 27 minutes of play.

CO L L E G E  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF



FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 29



PAGE 30  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021



FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 31



PAGE 32  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021



FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 33

TRY A GNC CLASSIFIED!!!
Total coverage with a  combination of over 30 Publications for

$49.95!!!
This includes  

Northeastern Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan!!

Call 715-526-6188 to find out how easy it is to place your ad!!!

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
FOR SALE: Wood Duck Nesting Boxes

715-853-1799

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

$10K + in debt? Be Debt FREE in 24-
48 months. Pay a fraction of your debt.
Call National Debt Relief 844-528-5739
(WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON
YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 855-505-3069 (WCAN)

A.A. Oconto Group: Mondays &
Fridays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at 10
a.m. (open meeting) at First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto James 920-
834-6276. TF

AA Group Meeting: 24 hour group
every Wed. night. 8:00 p.m. at Masonic
Lodge on corner of Washington St. and
Caldwell, Oconto Falls TF

Co-Dependency Meeting Thursdays at
noon. St. James Lutheran Church, 1402
Main St., Marinette TF

DONATE YOUR CAR or TRUCK to
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3-
Day Vacation. Tax Deductible. Free
Towing. All paperwork taken care of!
CALL 844-374-3067 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES
See how much you can save! High-risk
SR22 driver policies available! Call 844-
841-5198 (WCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION!
Your donation helps education,
prevention & support programs. FAST
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE -
TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-665-3370
(WCAN)

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

Living Well With Depression and
Bipolar - Bellin Behavioral Health
Center, 301 E. St. Joseph St., Green
Bay, Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. Contact: Jerry Kamke 920-544-
5596. TF

Notice of Public Sale
Lakeland Storage, 722 Waukechon St,

Shawano, WI 54166.
April 22nd, 2021 @ 12pm. Bidding is

on complete contents of unit.
Owner - Alexander Medina Contents:
Couch, boxes, kids pool, crossbow, grill
Owner - Caitlin Wahsquonaikezhik
Contents:Bins, Shovels, Christmas
decor, misc
Owner - Shaunta Grignon Contents:
Furniture, Household, misc
Owner - John Kastning Contents:Piano,
stereo, furniture, tools, tire
Owner - Tracy Ketchum
Contents:Clothes, Dresser, Golf Clubs,
Gun Cabinet
Owner - Arlene Wayka Contents:Air
conditioner, Christmas decor, flooring,
cat tower

STRUGGLING With Your Private
Student Loan Payment? New relief
programs can reduce your payments.
Learn your options. Good credit not
necessary. Call the Helpline 920-777-
6880 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Eastern)
(WCAN)

WAUPACA GUN SHOW April 2 & 3,
VFW Post 1037, 244 Industrial Dr. Fri: 3-
8pm, Sat: 9am-4pm BUY-SELL-TRADE-
BROWSE!! We pay cash for guns &
related items. $5 Adm.
Info call: 608-548-4867 (WCAN)

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad
Network) and/or the member
publications review ads to the best of
their ability. Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are ready to take
your money! PLEASE BE CAREFUL
ANSWERING ANY AD THAT SOUNDS
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a complaint
regarding an ad, please contact The
Department of Trade, Agriculture &
Consumer Protection 1-800-422-7128
(WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
AKC BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG
PUPS Shots, dewormed, vet checked,
dews, $2200 No Sun calls (495932)
715-409-3321 (WCAN)

BBOOAABBOOAATTSS//WWTTSS//WWAAAATTEERRTTEERR
FAMILY FUN STARTS HERE!
BOAT&PONTOON WORLD-
PONTOONS, SKI-WAKE FISHING &
BOW RIDERS, ATVs, SIDE X SIDES &
MOTORCYCLES. BEST PRICE &
SELECTION IN THE MIDWEST=SAVE
HUGE! AMERICAN
MARINE&MOTORSPORTS,
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM
SHAWANO 866-955-2628

WWaanntteedd  ttoo
BBuuyy

WANTED TO BUY 1967-1969
Barracuda's (1968 Original Fastbacks
Preferred) Complete Vehicle or parts,
Looking for ANY AND ALL parts for
these cars Call 608-548-4867 (WCAN)

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT

Become a Published Author!
Publications sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE
author submission kits. 1-844-268-6554
(WCAN)

Help wanted: Dump truck driver to work
on the Shawano area. Pick up

application at L.J. Sperberg Const. 7AM
to 3 PM M-F 715-524-4263

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We
edit, print and distribute your work
internationally. We do the work. You
reap the Rewards! Call for a FREE
Author's Submission Kit: 855-725-7825
(WCAN)

BURGER KING®

is now hiring for all 
shifts  at our 

Bonduel location.
Please call for interview 715-758-7016

Home & office Cleaners Wanted
$600/Weekly

Cleaning Position: 
Available

Working Days: Mon-Fri
Time Schedule: 

11 AM - 2 P
Minimum Requirement

Email: henrya75312@gmail.com

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

4G LTE HOME INTERNET NOW
AVAILABLE! Get GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take your service with
you when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo. 855-402-5579 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
AT&T Internet Starting at $40/ month
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-855-
770-5080 (WCAN)

AT&T TV The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12 months. Premium Channels
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime,
anywhere. Some restrictions apply w/24-
mo. agmt TV price higher 2nd year.
Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/ mo. is
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-833-574-
1746 (WCAN)



PAGE 34  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters & more! To
learn more, call now! 1-866-944-3917
(WCAN)

ATTENTION: Auto Injury Victims! If
you have suffered a serious injury in an
auto accident, call us! Our attorneys
have the experience to get you the full
compensation you deserve! Call Now:
877-610-6675 (WCAN)

BE SAFE! Protect yourself, your home,
family, business & customers. Discover
an Amazing Patented Technology that
destroys over 99.99% of harmful
pathogens in the air & on the surface.
Call Today to Be Safe! 414-588-8595
(WCAN)

CALL EMPIRE TODAY to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-228-5472
(WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN
MATTRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles
on Display! All Sizes Avail.
PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 2133 Eastern
Ave Plymouth WI 920-892-6006 Open
Daily (WCAN)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the
skills to become a Computer & Help
Desk Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain
programs for qualified applicants.
Call CTI for details.  608-999-3925 (M-
F 8am-6pm ET) (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE. From
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for (350+) procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Don't Wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
HEARING AIDS!! Buy One/ Get One
FREE! High-quality rechargeable Nano
hearing aids priced 90% less than
competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 888-716-1292
(WCAN)

Did you receive a HERNIA MESH
IMPLANT in 2010 or later AND undergo
a revision or removal surgery? You may
be entitled to financial compensation. To
learn more, call 877-755-0606 (Mon-Fri
10am-8pm Eastern) (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

DIRECTV -Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/mo. 65 Channels. Stream Breaking
News, Live Events, Sports & On
Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL 1-855-732-1304
(WCAN)

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

EARTHLINK High Speed Internet. As
Low as $49.95/ month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music
& more! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-
404-9615 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, and availability
to find the best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top providers. Call
1-855-534-0408 (WCAN)

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a FREE Quote today!
Call for additional terms and
conditions. 1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

HEARING AIDS!! Buy One/ Get One
FREE! Nearly invisible, fully
rechargeable IN-EAR NANO hearing
aids priced thousands less than
competitors! 45-day trial. Call 1-877-
640-1757 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25 mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. Wifi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited
Time Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Research &
Development pros & presented to
manufacturers. Call 1-888-925-4494 for
a FREE Idea Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation. (WCAN)

Jody at City Looks in Gillett
New Client offer: $30 perm special.
Specialty perms $50.
Call Jody 920-855-1656

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

LIFE ALERT. One Press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home & on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription). CALL
855-892-1134 FREE Brochure (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
LIFE INSURANCE Quotes Free!
Compare and see how much you can
save! Nation's top providers! No
obligation! Call Now! 855-397-9016
(WCAN)

M&M INTERIOR 
PAINTING

Call Mark Maijala
715-610-4346

The bathroom of your dreams for as little
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options avail. Quality materials &
professional installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home
consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)
The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs &
financial security. Have 10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-877-229-7927 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A
NEW SHOWER? American Standard
makes it easy. FREE design
consultation. Enjoy your shower again!
Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see how
you can save $1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp
(WCAN)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months! Call
920-600-8950 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)
(WCAN)

VIASAT SATELLITE INTERNET Up to
12 Mbps Plans Starting at $30/mo. Our
Fastest Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) &
Unlimited Data Plans Start at
$100/month. Call Viasat today! 1-866-
880-6125 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees
cancelled in 2019. Get FREE
informational package & learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! FREE
consultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE
helps Rawhide provide mental health
services that redirect local Wisconsin
youth & adults from harmful decisions.
Donate Today! 888-653-2729 (WCAN)

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

1350 E  Lieg Ave
$200 off1st Month Rent

Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

$579 deposit $199
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
$200 off 1st Month Rent

Beautiful
Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available
Starting at $520

$199 Deposit
Tom

715-280-0525

HHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEHHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
Leading smart home provider VIVINT
SMART HOME has an offer just for you.
Call 855-648-1923 to get a
professionally installed home security
system with $0 Activation. (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurance
companies. Get a quote within minutes.
Average savings of $444/year! Call
877-694-9013! (M-F 8am-8pm CST)
(WCAN)

FFFFAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKKAARRMM//LLIIVVEESSTTOOCCKK

2021 SPRING BEE PRE-ORDER
www.bradsbeesandhoney.com 3 lb
Bee Packages $160
5 frame NUC $165
Single & Double Hive
Brad 262-749-0716 (WCAN)

FARMI Logging Winch's, Valby PTO
Chippers, Skidsteer wood splitters, Log
Loader, Trailers, Grapple Rotators,
rototillers 866-638-7885
threeriversforestry.com (WCAN)

Wanted: Hunting land in area.
I follow QDM principles so good 

neighbors are a plus. 
I would be willing to

split woods/tillable with farmer.
Contact Jim at 920-850-5249
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Please Use This Handy Form For

CLASSIFIED ADS

Classified Ads $16.50 Minimum for first 10 words. $0.20 per each additional 
word. (One word each space) Ad runs in 3 papers! Prepaid personal ads only.

ONE WORD IN EACH SPACE

All Classifieds Must Be Pre-Paid!

     16.50

16.70 16.90 17.10 17.30 17.50

18.70 18.90 19.10 19.30 19.50

19.70 19.90 20.10 20.30 20.50

20.70 20.90 21.10 21.30 21.50

21.70 21.90 22.10 22.30 22.50

22.70 22.90 23.10 23.30 23.50

23.70 23.90 24.30 24.50 

I enclose total payment of $______________________ to place my 
NEW Media Classified Ad for __________ days.

Send Check or Money Order. WE ACCEPT MAJOR CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS.  
All Classifieds Must Be Pre-paid!  In case of cancellation, credit will be issued.

PAYMENT INFORMATION:
___ Cash  ___ Check#  ___ Credit Card  ___ Master Card
Credit Card #:_____________________________________3 Digit Sec. #_____Expirition Date____/_____

Name on Card:___________________________________________

Signature:______________________________________________

Name________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________

City_________________________________State________Zip__________

Phone________________________________________________________

Mail to: NEW Media, 1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano, WI 54166

Agriculture keeps 
county economy turning
Shawano County 4th in Wisconsin in hay production

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The state of agriculture in Sha-
wano County is a good one, accord-
ing to a report given March 24 to the 
Shawano County Board of Supervi-
sors.

Robert Krause, vice president of 
the Shawano County Farm Bureau, 
noted that there were a lot of whis-
pers on the county board when he 
was a supervisor that the individual 
farms were getting bigger and there 
was concern that corporations were 
taking over and pushing out the 
farmers who have called this place 
home for decades. Not to worry, he 
said, because 1,093 farms — about 
96% of the farms in the county — are 
family farms, according to informa-
tion compiled by the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison Division of 
Extension in 2019.

“Some of those family farms have 
outside investors,” Krause said. “Yes, 
the family farm has changed drasti-
cally since that Saturday Evening 
Post picture of Ma in her kerchief 
and Pa holding a pitchfork. That’s 
completely changed.”

Instead, farmers are contending 
with spotty cell phone coverage and 
trying to access farm records on “the 
cloud,” Krause said. He noted that 
the county board has managed to 
improve the situation a little when 
it comes to cell phone and internet 
access.

“It’s an interesting world we’re 
living in — farming in Shawano 

County,” Krause said.
Shawano County is fourth in the 

state for producing hay and other 
crops, according to UW-Extension 
data. The county produces $9.9 mil-
lion in crops each year.

UW-Extension also noted that 
the county farmers produce $157.2 
million in milk, $39.9 million in 
grain, $38.2 million in beef cattle and 
$959,000 in Christmas trees. About 
$509,000 is sold directly to local con-
sumers, and about 247,241 acres in 
the county are managed by farmers, 
or about 43%.

Economically, farms are a key part 
of the county. Farms pay about $16.3 
million in sales, property and income 
taxes, according to UW-Extension, 
and they generate about $789 million 
in economic activity and provide 
4,849 jobs.

He noted that the farm bureau 
advocates for agriculture producers 
in the county, and it is helped by the 
UW-Extension office in Shawano. 
Even with the COVID-19 restrictions, 
farm bureau employees are working 
behind the scenes to make things 
happen.

“We look forward to any kind of 
conversation you’d like to have with 
us,” Krause said. “If you have an 
issue coming up that has something 
to do with farming or agriculture 
in Shawano County, and you’d like 
some information or someone to sit 
on a committee and come up with a 
proposal, we’ll try to put somebody 
out for you.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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Planning Out Your Night? Your Weekend?
LET US HELP YOU OUT WITH THAT!

NEW Media’s website (www.newmedia-wi.com) now has a calendar so 
you can keep up with the latest activities — sporting events, entertainment, 
government meetings, community festivals. Just click on the calendar tab 

at the top of the page, and they’ll all be there for you to peruse!

BUT ONLY IF THE COMMUNITY 
TELLS US WHAT’S GOING ON...

There are two ways to submit calendar notices:
• Go to the form on our website at http://www.newmedia-wi.com/
content/community-calendar and fill it out to send to us.
• Send your information by email to editor@newmedia-wi.com 
and put “Community Calendar” in the subject line.
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2 write-ins emerge for Gresham village president
With Grosskopf’s passing, 
Giese and Bahr vying for 

chance to lead community
By LUKE REIMER

Reporter

Voters in Gresham will be cast-
ing their vote April 6 for their next 
village president.

For the village president, the 
only candidate on the ballot is 
incumbent Lyle Grosskopf, who 
recently passed away. With Gross-
kopf as the only name listed, Rick 
Giese is running as a registered 
write-in. Art Bahr is on the ballot 
for a trustee position, but is also 
running a non-registered write-in 
campaign for the village president 
position.

Giese has been serving on the 
Gresham Village Board for 20 years 
and also has a spot as the vice 
chairman on the Shawano County 
Board.

Giese began his campaign for the 
position after he was approached 
by a number of board members. 

As he is run-
ning his write-in 
campaign, he 
has noticed a lot 
of support from 
those he has 
talked to.

“I have been 
going door to 
door, letting 
people know that 
I am running,” said Giese. “I have 
talked to a lot of people who have 
told me that they would support 
me.”

If he was elected as the village 
president, Giese would like to see 
some changes within the infrastruc-
ture of the village.

“I would like to upgrade the in-
frastructure in the village; some of 
it is still from the mid-1950s,” said 
Giese.

Specifically for infrastructure 
upgrades, Giese wants to upgrade 
Fisher and Main streets including 
adding sidewalks. Upgrading the 
infrastructure within the village 
would also appeal to Giese’s next 
point of wanting to better market 
the village.

Giese wants 
to focus on the 
marketing of the 
village as he no-
ticed that there 
are empty lots to 
be filled.

“There are a 
number of lots in 
the village that 
can be filled,” 

said Giese. “We can fill these lots 
by marketing the village better with 
marketing grants.”

With the increase in the price 
for water in the city, Giese also 
believes that strong marketing in 
terms of bringing more residents in 
will reduce the burden on resi-
dents.

“With more residents in the vil-
lage, there will be less burden on all 
of the residents that are paying for 
water in their houses,” said Giese.

The Abby Bank in Gresham is 
also a point of emphasis for Giese. 
Due to the bank’s size, Giese sees 
an opportunity for moving the vil-
lage office inside of the bank.

“We have preliminary talks of 
moving the village office inside of 
the bank, because it is so big in a 
small community,” said Giese.

Due to serving as a trustee for 
numerous years and his position 
within Shawano County, Giese 
believes that he is qualified for the 
position of village president.

“I am qualified for this position 
due to my experience working with 
local governments,” said Giese.

Even though he is not on the bal-
lot, Bahr is running a write-in cam-
paign, talking to local businesses 
and people within the community, 
in hopes of them writing him in.

Bahr has lived in Gresham for 
most of his life. He has previously 
served as the village administrator 
and utility manager as well as serv-
ing as a trustee.

“I am running for the village 
president, because I really do have 
a passion for the village,” said Bahr.

Bahr is currently employed as a 
community development specialist 
with MSA Professional Services. 
In his position, Bahr’s experience 
includes having worked with a 
funding team on various state and 
federal agencies grant and loan 
programs, having attended cli-
ent council meetings to help them 
with the community and economic 
development, and having adminis-
trated grants and loans.

Bahr has worked with 60 differ-

ent communities within Wisconsin 
and believes that his experience 
engineering projects would be ben-
eficial for Gresham.

“This would be a perfect oppor-
tunity for the community to capital-
ize on my experience,” said Bahr.

If elected president, Bahr plans 
to assign specific responsibilities 
for the committees t0 provide the 
planning necessary for the village 
board to discuss and debate is-
sues. Bahr wants to see important 
decisions made based on data and 
reports, rather than assumptions.

“The problem is that the com-
mittees in Gresham do not have 
strong plans,” said Bahr. “I want to 
go back to the basics and be able to 
have a plan in case certain situa-
tions arise”

After telling those in the com-
munity that he is running a write-in 
campaign, Bahr has noticed that the 
feedback has been positive.

“Almost everyone that I have 
talked to has thought that it was a 
good idea,” said Bahr. “People have 
been wondering why I wasn’t on 
the ballot.”

Bahr would also like to see a 
change in how the public is able to 
get their information from board 
agendas.

“There could be improvements 
made in facets of the village opera-
tions,” said Bahr. “Improvements to 
the agendas, so that all public mem-
bers can more clearly understand 
the decisions that are being made.”

Bahr would also make plans on 
to use the American Rescue Plan 
Act funds and other stimulus pro-
grams.

”I just want to see a better 
planned future with respect to all of 
the village residents,” said Bahr.

When the election comes 
around, village clerk Judy Kristof 
noted that if voters ask specific 
questions about Giese and Bahr, the 
poll workers can only give informa-
tion about Giese because he is a 
registered write in, as Bahr is not 
registered.

When at the election site, voters 
will see a place for a write-in name 
on their paper ballot or an area 
to type in a name on the machine 
ballot.

If Grosskopf does in fact win the 
election, then the next step would 
be for the village board to appoint 
someone else as the next village 
president.

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

RICK GIESEART BAHR
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The state Department of Trans-
portation has two major construction 
projects planned in Shawano County 
and one in Menominee County this 
summer, according to the North Cen-
tral Region’s construction preview of 
road construction projects taking place 
in 2021 on state and U.S. highways in 
the region.

Construction schedules may fluctu-
ate pending favorable weather condi-
tions and crew availability.

The complete preview can be found 
at https://projects.511wi.gov/weekly-

updates-nc/overview/2021-annual-
construction-preview/

In Shawano County, a $1 million 
to $2 million project is plan along 
state Highway 117 from Mutzy Lane in 
Bonduel to state Highway 22 in Cecil, a 
distance of 4.2 miles.

Between July and October, crews 
are scheduled to remove and replace 
2 inches of asphalt pavement, place 
shoulder gravel, replace guardrail 
near the Mountain Bay Trail bridge 
and replace six culvert pipes along the 
corridor.

This project will be constructed 
under traffic with flagging during day-
light hours. A minimum of one, 12-foot 
lane will be open to traffic. Access for 
local and emergency service vehicles 
traffic will be maintained.

The intersection of state Highway 
29 and County Road U in the Town of 
Herman is due for a makeover from 

July through November, at a cost of $3 
million to $5 million.

Westbound lanes to the east of the 
intersection will be reconstructed to 
lower the existing profile of the road 
to provide improved site distance. The 
County Road U intersection will be 
reconstructed as a J-turn intersection 
to improve safety.

Highway 29 will be reduced to one 
lane of traffic in each direction for the 
project’s duration. Crossovers will be 
utilized, and traffic will run counter-
directional during the reconstruction 
of the westbound lanes.

County Road U will be closed and/
or turning movements restricted for 
the project’s duration. Details may be 
found at https://projects.511wi.gov/
wis29countyu/

In Menominee County, the re-
construction of state Highway 47 
will continue from 2020, a $6 million 

project covering Duquaine Road (BIA 
334) to the north junction with County 
Road VV.

This project, scheduled for April 
to November, will place new asphalt 
on the highway and includes roadway 
widening for bicycle lanes, new storm 
sewer and curb and gutter, recon-
structing sidewalk and curb ramps to 
meet current Americans with Dis-
abilities Act requirements. Crews are 
also expected to rehabilitate the bridge 
deck surface over the Wolf River.

Six stages are planned to manage 
traffic. Overall, motorists will encoun-
ter temporary signals, flagging opera-
tions, lane closures, side road closures 
and a detour during stage four. A 
detailed list can be found at https://
projects.511wi.gov/wis47menominee/.

Summer road projects announced
DOT plans work  

on Highways 47, 29 
and 117

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The Wisconsin Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) has announced 
that native plant sales are blooming 
across the state through April.

This year, nonprofits and govern-
ments are offering online or mail order 
options with pickup at local sites for 
spring plant sales. 

Many of the native plant sales, of-
fered by local nonprofits and govern-
ments, are fundraisers that help to 
provide habitat for wildlife. Addition-
ally, the growth of native plants can 
help revive habitat loss from years of 
intense use.

“Adding even a few native plants 
to your yard this spring can provide 
habitat for butterflies, bees, birds and 
other wildlife,” said Amy Staffen, DNR 

conservation biologist. “These sales 
by local organizations and our Wis-
consin native plant nurseries offer a 
convenient way to get started, whether 
you’re a beginner or more experienced 
gardener.”

Native plant sales are increasing 
across Wisconsin in March and April 
as local nonprofit organizations and 
governments offer online or mail order 
options with pickup at local sites this 
spring. 

Wisconsinites have a chance to buy 
plants from the comfort of their home 
to ensure their safety while benefiting 
local organizations. Some deadlines 
for purchasing plants are approaching 
within the next month.

Scientists are documenting global 

declines in insect populations. These 
can be attributed in part to loss of 
habitat and food sources. While native 
insects evolved to detoxify and digest 
native plants, they lack the enzymes 
necessary to eat non-native plants, 
including ornamental trees and other 
plants commonly used in landscaping.

Some monarch butterflies in the 
eastern migratory population that are 
breeding in Wisconsin and other Mid-
western states have dropped 80% over 
the last 20 years, said Brenna Jones, a 
DNR conservation biologist who coor-
dinates the Wisconsin Monarch Col-
laborative. Winter counts in Mexico 
showed a 26% decline in 2020-21 from 
the previous year.

The Wisconsin Monarch Collab-

orative – formed in 2018 to catalyze 
voluntary planting of native milkweed 
and native wildflowers to benefit mon-
archs and help reverse their decline 
– recently released its 2018-2020 Key 
Accomplishments Report detailing 
conservation efforts across the state.

“The benefits of native plants don’t 
end with habitat,” Staffen said. “Add-
ing native plants can help landowners 
achieve other goals. Native plants used 
in a rain garden can help minimize 
flooding and filter out pollutants. The 
variety of colors, shapes and sizes adds 
beauty to any property.”

For a list of native plants, visit 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/en-
dangeredresources/nativeplants.html.

DNR native plant sales continue through April

The Wisconsin Master Gardener 
Program will be celebrating Master 
Gardener Volunteer Week April 5-9.

Wolf River Master Gardener 
volunteers are considered an impor-
tant part of University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison Extension Shawano 
County. 

Volunteers make a positive dif-
ference in lives and communities 
by maintaining garden spaces at 
Huckleberry Harbor and Heritage 

Park, among other areas, as well as 
providing educational programs to 
the public at the Shawano County 
Library and Shawano School District 
Community Education.

Through hours of community 
service by answering diagnostic 
questions, educating the public on 
horticultural topics, growing and do-
nating food to local pantries, beau-
tifying community spaces, conduct-
ing workshops and other activities, 

these volunteers work tirelessly to 
make Wisconsin an incredible place 
to live.

April 7 has been set aside as 
Thank a Master Gardener Volunteer 
Day. Extension wants to recognize 
all of its master gardener volunteers 
for their dedication and contribu-
tions by making a phone call, writ-
ing a note or just saying “thank you” 
to a master gardener volunteer on 
that day.

To thank Wolf River Master 
Gardener volunteers, leave a thank 
you message with the Extension 
Shawano County office at 715-526-
6136. If inclined, send a thank you 
card to Extension Shawano County, 
311 N. Main St., Room 109, Shawano, 
WI 54166.

For information about the Master 
Gardener Program, visit mastergar-
dener.extension.wisc.edu.

Master Gardener Week to be observed starting next week
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This is not exactly prime gardening 
weather in far Northeast Wisconsin. 
However, if you are planning on hav-
ing any type of a vegetable garden, 
now is the time to order/procure 
seeds for that garden. Gardeners who 
start their own seeds at home need to 
get some of those long-season plants 
started sooner rather than later. Also, 
if you plan on planting very particular 
cultivars, 2021 seed supply of some 
items may be a bit shorter than nor-
mal, so you will want to get your seed 
orders submitted.

As you look through the myriad 
of available options when it comes 
to selecting vegetable seeds, there 
are a few key criteria that you should 
keep in mind. First, make sure your 
family actually likes them. Granted, 
this sounds a bit silly, but you don’t 
want to plant 20 plants of a new 
tomato or cucumber cultivar only to 
find out that the flavor doesn’t match 
your family’s desires. Part of the fun 
of gardening is trying new species or 
cultivars, but do so with caution and 
only try a small row of a new carrot or 
a plant or two of a new tomato, pep-
per, etc. — until you know that you do 
like it.

Along with a few new ones, have 
your primary production be the stand-
by types that you know are accept-
able for your flavor and use desires. If 
trying a new species, consider one of 
the recommended cultivars found in 
the Vegetable Cultivars and Planting 
Guide for WI Gardens, available free 
online at: https://cdn.shopify.com/s/
files/1/0145/8808/4272/files/A1653.pdf 
This publication also gives suggested 
planting date ranges.

In our growing region, another 
major consideration factor is maturity. 
Granted, this is a relative measure-
ment. A 55-day tomato does not pro-
duce mature, edible fruit 55 days after 
planting the seed. However, a 55-day 
tomato will produce edible fruit much 
sooner than will an 80-day cultivar. 
In the Oconto County region, you 
will want to avoid growing vegetables 

that have days to 
maturity ratings 
of over 100 days. 
The only way 
these are viable 
is if you start the 
seeds indoors 
long before 
you are able to 
transplant them 
outside. In par-
ticular, avoid lon-

ger day maturity vine crops (squashes, 
pumpkins, melons); tomato family 
plants (tomatoes, eggplant, pepper); 
and any other full-season, heat-loving 
crop that is later maturing.

Other traits to consider include 
plant size, growth habit, disease resis-
tance, and pest likelihood. If planting 
in-ground gardens, you have more 
flexibility on the first two traits, but if 
planting in containers, you will likely 
want to select smaller plants. Simple 
to grow plants can surprise you if you 
get the wrong trait. A row of green 
beans you thought were bush-type, 
but are actually pole beans, may goof 
up your garden plan, and will definite-
ly create a need for a full-scale trellis 
or support system. Alternatively, an 
easy way to expand a small garden’s 
production is to raise vining crops and 
go vertical.

Some pests are very predictable, 
and if we don’t have the inclination 
to manage them, we may simply not 
want to plant the vegetables which 
they impact. In some vegetables, we 
can select for pest resistance and 
make our gardening less frustrating 
and require less work. Not all plant 
groups have natural pest resistance, 
however. There is no resistance 
within the cabbage family to the 
caterpillars which feed on them. 
However, in vine crops, we can select 
cultivars that have powdery mildew 
resistance, a disease that affects our 
area’s vine crops every year and can 
be very devastating. Many tomatoes 
have resistance to various root affect-
ing fungi and some viruses, but there 

is no natural resistance to our most 
common tomato diseases – Septoria 
leaf spot and early blight.

Some vegetables have types within 
which we need to choose. A good 
example is onions. In our region, we 
need to plant long-day onions and 
get them in the ground as early as 
feasible. Long-day onions will start 
forming the bulb after triggered to do 
so by nights being shorter than a cer-
tain number of hours. In our northern 
region, this occurs in mid to late June. 
If we plant short-day onions, such as 
Vidalia types, they would not be trig-
gered to start forming their bulbs until 
way too late in our growing season 
and we would likely only get green, 
salad-type growth from them.

As an example, let’s focus on the 
most commonly grown home gar-
den vegetable = tomatoes. If you buy 
seed and start your own plants, you 
can choose from over 500 different 
cultivars. Buying plants locally, you 
may have 20-30 to choose. When 
you select a tomato cultivar, you are 
selecting for fruit size, color, and 
shape, but, most importantly, maturity 
and growth habit. You certainly want 
to have tomato fruits that meet your 
desires, whether that be for salads, 
sandwiches, or making salsa and other 
processing uses. However, you really 
need them to mature in our growing 
season and be ready when/how you 
want them.

Tomato plants come in all shapes 
and sizes, but the most important dif-
ference is whether they are determi-
nate or indeterminate. Determinate 
tomatoes are generally more compact 
plants and they form all their flowers 
within a relatively short time frame, 
meaning that most of the fruits mature 
within a shorter time period. These 
are the types grown for commercial 
harvest to make into tomato products, 
but also work very well for home 
canners. Indeterminate tomatoes are 
more vining, larger plants which pro-
duce flowers up until they get killed 
by frost. This trait gives them more 

yield capacity, but can also be frustrat-
ing, as they may put their energy into 
constant growth and blooming and 
not into maturing the fruits already 
set on the plant, leading to very late 
maturing fruit. You can help get 
around this by pruning off new blos-
soms starting in early to mid-August. 
There are also some tomatoes that are 
in between the two traits and are usu-
ally termed ‘semi-determinate’.

The last point we will discuss is 
seed cost. 2020 was not the best seed 
production year for some vegetables 
and demand is already high, so seed 
cost is likely to be higher than recent 
years. You may need to do some 
searching at various locations or 
through multiple catalogs to find the 
cultivar you want, and don’t be afraid 
to do some cost comparison. If you 
grow the same types of vegetables 
year after year, one simple way to cut 
cost per seed planted is to buy a larger 
quantity and freeze the seed you don’t 
plant. Placing the seed in glass jars in 
a freezer is optimum, especially if you 
have a self-defrosting freezer. Non-
defrosting freezers are better for seed 
storage, as you have more flexibility 
in containers utilized. Seed viability 
of most species is very good in the 
freezer, allowing you to plant them for 
many years, decades in some cases.

We can’t review every possible 
decision point here, but if you do a 
little homework and look at resources 
such as the planting guide already ref-
erenced, you can find information to 
assist you. Anyone can always contact 
me, Scott Reuss, UW-Madison Divi-
sion of Extension agriculture/horticul-
ture agent, with any questions about 
vegetable selection, or any other 
horticultural or agricultural issue. I 
can be reached at 715-732-7510 or scott.
reuss@wisc.edu You can also find 
locally oriented horticulture manage-
ment articles, including seed starting 
basics, at the Marinette Extension 
office webpage, under the horticulture 
tab at: https://marinette.extension.
wisc.edu/

Vegetable selection for home gardens begins now

SCOTT REUSS

Photo ID needed for voting in next election
Wisconsin driver licenses or IDs 

are the most common form of identifi-
cation used for voting purposes.

The Wisconsin Division of Mo-
tor Vehicles (DMV) is encouraging 
voters to check and be sure that they 
have the proper identification needed 
to vote in the next election on April 6. 
A federally compliant REAL ID card 

is not required for voting purposes.
The Wisconsin Elections Commis-

sion allows other forms of identifica-
tion are valid for voting purposes, 
such as military or student ID cards.

Voters looking to get their first 
Wisconsin ID can turn to DMV for 
help. 

To obtain an official ID card, there 

are documentation requirements such 
as a birth certificate. 

If all documentation is not read-
ily available, the ID Petition Process 
(IDPP) can be used to obtain a receipt 
valid for voting while the remain-
ing documents or verifications are 
obtained.

DMV offers this service and ID 

cards for voting purposes free of 
charge. 

DMV’s toll-free Voter ID hotline at 
844-588-1069 is available for questions 
on obtaining an ID to vote.

DMV’s website has a locator to 
help find the nearest DMV and check 
wait times (wisconsindmv.gov/cen-
ters).
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Bearing the cross as Easter approaches

LEFT: Hudson Bohm, portraying Jesus, falls for 
the second time while carrying the cross as on-
lookers, from left, Kaylor Van Gheem, Cal Dudek 
and Gavin Springborn observe. Second- and third-
grade students at Sacred Heart Catholic School 
presented the school’s annual Stations of the 
Cross prayer play on March 22 to students and 
staff. Teachers Paula Kundinger and Holly Mon-
toure prepared them over several weeks. Music 
teacher Vicki Wagner accompanied the students 
on the piano.� CONTRIBUTED

Evelyn Mathwich, portraying Mary, prepares the 
body of Jesus, played by Hudson Bohm for burial 
during the annual Stations of the Cross prayer 
play on March 22 at Sacred Heart Catholic School. 
More photos can be found on the school’s web-
site, https://sacredheartshawano.org/back-to-
school.� CONTRIBUTED

The city of Oconto Falls and its 
surrounding communities will soon 
have greater access to breast health 
screenings thanks to mobile mam-
mography that will be offered on the 
campus of HSHS St. Clare Memorial 
Hospital.

Starting Friday, April 2, a mobile 
mammography unit will travel to the 
HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital 
Prevea Oconto Falls Health Center, 
835 S. Main St., Oconto Falls on the 
first, third and fourth Fridays of each 
month and the second Monday of each 
month. Appointments will be available 
between 8:40 a.m. and 2:40 p.m.

The unit, fully accredited by the 
American College of Radiology, 
is equipped with mammography 
technology that has the capability to 
provide 3-D and/or digital images. It 

also features two changing rooms and 
a waiting room and is staffed by a reg-
istered mammography technologist.

Prevea Health and HSHS Eastern 
Wisconsin hospitals launched the 
mobile mammography unit in 2018 
to provide residents in rural areas 
greater access to high-quality breast 
health screenings. The unit also cur-
rently travels to HSHS St. Clare Me-
morial Hospital Prevea Health Centers 
in Gillett, Lena and Mountain, as well 
as Prevea Health Centers in Oconto, 
Pulaski, Shawano, Marinette and other 
northeast Wisconsin communities.

Appointments in any of those com-
munities can be made by calling 920-
496-4789. To learn about the mobile 
mammography unit and watch a video 
tour, visit www.prevea.com/mammo

All women should talk with their 

health care provider about the ap-
propriate timing for screening mam-
mograms, especially women who are 
age 40 or high-risk. A schedule will be 
based upon an individual’s health. At 

age 40, any woman may wish to begin 
regular screening mammograms. By 
age 45, women should have a screen-
ing mammogram and continue to have 
one at least every other year.

Mobile mammography unit schedule expands

Health care providers plan to bring this mobile mammography unit to Oconto Falls at least once a week 
starting Friday, April 2.� CONTRIBUTED
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Visit newmedia-wi.com for the results after Tuesday’s election
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