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Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers makes a throw during a training camp practice Aug. 22 at Ray Nitschke Field in Green Bay. 
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“The Brave One” is a painting by Carmen Duran, one of seven artists participating in the Walls of Wittenberg fall art show from Sept. 19 to Oct. 4 at the 
WOWSPACE in Wittenberg. MORE ON PAGE 48 CONTRIBUTED

COME SEE THE ‘KALEIDOSCOPE OF COLOR’

Preliminary budget for 2020-21 is 

set for WBSD and will be finalized 
in October when head counts and 

aid packages are determined.
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WBSD budget
waits for final
numbers in October

WB Charger McKenna 
Metropulos breaks her own 
school record.
 PAGE 45

Witt-Birn swim 
team triumphs 
over Shawano

Food on the go:
Tigerton hosts
food truck rally
Food trucks offered a variety 
of good eats and mobility for 
campers and locals alike.
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Superintendent Garrett Rogowski 
updated district residents and the 
school board about upcoming bud-
get numbers at the district’s Aug. 24 
annual meeting.

The formal budget will not be 
approved until October after all the 
various resources are factored in. 
Property valuation and enrollment 
numbers will be provided in Sep-
tember, and numbers for general aid 
and computer aid will be finalized in 
October said Rogowski.

The school population is estimat-
ed to be 1,097 for the 2020-21 school 
year, which is down from the 1,123 
total for last year. The actual total 
isn’t counted until the third Friday 
in September. Rogowski anticipates 
a higher number of students.

The school population is based 
on a three year rolling average so 
that one bad year doesn’t severely 
impact the school budget said 
Rogowski.

“Open enrollment is extremely 
volatile,” said Rogowski.

Rates per students can range be-
tween $8,000 per student to $13,000 
for a student with special needs and 
can represent a lot of money going 
into or out of a school district noted 
Rogowski.

The district uses equalized val-
ues, which are calculated annually 
by the Department of Revenue and 
used to insure statewide fairness 
and equity in property tax distribu-
tion.

Equalized value represents an 
estimate of a taxation district’s total 
taxable value. This provides for 
the fair apportionment of school 

districts and county levy for each 
of the municipalities, explained 
Rogowski.

Changes in equalized value don’t 
necessarily translate to changes in 
property value, which is based on 
assessed value. They are two sepa-
rate issues.

Rogowski pointed out that even 
with the referendum, the mill rate 
was less last year at $9.13 per $1,000 
than what it was in 2015-16 when 
it was $9.27 per $1,000. Last year 
the state average was $9.34. The 
estimate for the mill rate for 2021 is 
estimated at $8.63 per $1,000 which 
would mean that someone who 
owns a home valued at $100,000 
would pay $863 per year.

The budget for 2020-21 is 
$13,762,262.

Estimated school budget is 
proposed at annual meeting

By MIRIAM NELSON

News Editor

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

It was Labor Day, 1946, when Dad 
started a temporary job that grew 
into a lifelong career. Farm boss at 
the orphan’s home was not a title that 
drew my father from rural Cadott to 
Homme Children’s Home in Witten-
berg. In a casual meeting in a parking 
lot in Stanley, Dad met with Hom-
me’s director F.B. Anderson who 
was on his way to the northshore for 
relief from his allergies.

Dad wasn’t looking to continue his 
life as a farmer. He had missed out on 
World War II and was eager to join 
the Merchant Marines for his first 
great adventure. There’s the old adage 
“If you want to make God laugh, tell 
him your plans” and I think that sums 
up my father’s experience.

With a lot of encouragement from 
his dad and the earnest plea from 
Mr. Anderson, Dad headed off to 
Homme to milk the cows and leave 
once he brought in the harvest. I’m 
sure it seemed to Dad as just a little 
bump in the road. Little did he know 
that bump changed the trajectory of 
his life in a way he never could have 
imagined.

What he found when he got here 
was not just the daily busy work that 
is farming, but the children who need-

ed a home. By the 
time Dad arrived, 
the vision of 
Rev. Homme to 
provide a home 
for orphans had 
adapted to help 
all children. 
Many of the kids 
who were there 
were siblings 
who only had 

one parent and that parent had to 
make the very hard choice to leave 
the children at Homme so they could 
go and earn a living.

For Dad it was an eye-opening 
experience. Although he had grown 
up during the depression, his fam-
ily farm provided enough food and 
income to survive. He told me of a 
family that would come once a week 
to visit, always around suppertime, 
and his mom would graciously make 
room for them at the dinner table. 
Times were hard, but there was al-
ways enough to share. To now be at a 
job where families were separated to 
survive was a new concept for him.

Over the years Dad met many 
children and parents and became 
life long friends with several people 

sharing their joys and sorrows. For 
Dad the job was all about the experi-
ence. He enjoyed knowing every 
day would be different than the day 
before. He took six months off one 
year to see if higher paying wages 
at a factory would provide for him 
a better life. Happiness for Dad was 
found in taking care of others.

Labor Day for Dad was a celebra-
tion of meaningful work and he 
was truly grateful for his. Even the 
bad days where problems seemed 
insurmountable couldn’t steer him to 
find a different profession. Without 
even knowing it he was guided to be 
in the right place at the right time 
and he appreciated the satisfaction it 
brought him.

I often wonder if people use Labor 
Day to reflect on their good fortune 
to find meaningful work or if it’s 
just a time to forget about what they 
do for a long weekend. I’ve had my 
feet planted firmly in either camp 
from time to time and I know it was 
always inspirational to see the world 
as Dad saw it.

Loving your job on Labor Day

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg 
Enterprise and Birnamwood News. Readers can contact 

her at mnelson@newmedia-wi.com.

MIRIAM NELSON
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The Badger Amateur Baseball 
Association, as well as all local area 
baseball, lost two of its greatest 
ambassadors within a couple of days 
of one another. Don Jirschele passed 
away on July 27 at the age of 87 and 
Bert Thiel passed a couple days later 
on July 31 at the age of 94. Both men 
have left unforgettable legacies.

Jirschele’s name was synony-
mous in the baseball community in 
Clintonville for over half a century. 
He played, managed, and organized 
the Clintonville A’s for most of his 
life. He was, in some aspect, part of a 
dozen of their BABA Grand Cham-
pionships. Jirschele organized the 
A’s sponsored fireworks show that 
is held around the 4th of July every 
year. He also was the main organizer 
for the Doug Jirschele Banquet that 
raised funds for the American Legion 
baseball team in Clintonville, along 
with other sports related groups in 
the area.

Thiel hit the baseball scene in the 
late 1930’s and never stopped. As a 
teen in an area that had numerous 
baseball leagues going on at the same 
time, he became kind of a hired gun. 
He could get $5 for pitching a game 
and would actually pitch double 
headers for the $10 payday saying it 
beat hauling milk cans at 50 cents a 
day.

His talent was soon discovered 
and eventually he found himself 
signed by the Boston Braves. His ca-
reer continued for years as a player, 
manager, and scout for major league 
baseball teams. Over this time, 
when it would fit his career, Thiel 

would get a chance to play in the 
BABA. Later in his career he man-
aged the Leopolis team in the 70’s 
and 80’s and took a small local team 
and turned them into a force in the 
BABA.

These two men had slightly 
different agendas in the way they 
approached the game. Jirschele was 
a person that knew the rules and the 
by-laws. If he went on to the field 
to discuss a rule, he would come 
back to the dugout knowing the 
umpire now knew the correct ruling 
on the play. At the BABA meetings 
he would sit and listen to the other 
managers listing players, discussing 
the by-laws and the rule book. If he 
picked up on something that was not 
done by the rules or if someone was 
falsifying a player listing, he would 
wait to the end of the meeting when 
everyone was done, and in a calm 
voice would question and correct ev-
erything the league had just spent the 
whole meeting discussing. With his 
wisdom and knowledge of the league, 
he was an integral part in many of 
the BABA rule changes.

Thiel’s approach to the game was 
one of, know the game, and execute 
what you know. The workings of 
the league were something that a 
manager just had to deal with, and an 
umpire’s bad call was something you 
had to overcome. He had a passion 
for the game and a passion for dis-
covering and developing players.

As a scout he touched hundreds 
of young ball players lives. Not just 
in this area but all over the coun-
try, giving them a chance to live a 
dream. When the BABA decided to 
start hosting a free youth baseball 
camp for young area players, Thiel, 

then 80, was brought on board. Thiel 
felt that no kid should ever have to 
give money to an adult for advice on 
playing baseball, a motto the BABA 
adapted for helping promote and 
develop local young ball players.

Thiel making it to the pros with 
the Braves and Jirschele playing 
college football for legendary Bear 

Bryant at the University of Kentucky 
and then being drafted by the Green 
Bay Packers could have made either 
one arrogant, but these two guys 
both had a great sense of humor and 
both were very approachable.

Their legacy will continue in the 
hearts of the people they impacted 
for years to come.

The Badger Amateur Baseball Association 
says good bye to two of its local legends

By CRAIG BREI
Special to NEW Media
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Diemel brothers’ service set for Navarino diamond
The Bonduel community will have 

a chance to say goodbye to the Di-
emel brothers, more than a year after 
they were murdered on a Missouri 
business trip.

A visitation and service for Nick, 
34 and Justin, 24, have been set for 
September 27 at the Navarino ball 
diamond, W5173 State Highway 156, 
from noon until 3 p.m. Pastor Ty 
Stoneburner will then preside over 
a memorial service, according to 
Muehl-Boettcher Funeral Home’s 
web site.

The Diemel brothers were killed 
July 21, 2019, at a farm northeast of 
Kansas City.

The brothers’ obituaries note 
they were living their dream with 
their Diemel’s Livestock business. 
Brandon, another brother, was also 
involved with the business.

The two Diemels worked in their 
family’s concrete business before set-
ting up their own venture.

Garland “Joey” Nelson, the 

Braymer, Missouri, farm’s operator, 
is charged with the deaths including 
a variety of other felonies.

Nelson has been held since July 
2019 in the Caldwell County Deten-
tion Center in Missouri without bail. 
Nelson’s last court appearance was in 
May and no trial date has been set.

Nelson also faces two counts of 
abandonment of a corpse, two counts 
of tampering with physical evidence, 
two counts of “armed criminal ac-
tion” and one count of unlawful pos-
session of a firearm.

The defendant has sought to have 
some of the charges dropped as well 
has asked for a change of venue.

The firearm charge stems from 
Nelson’s felony conviction in federal 
court for “Fraud Using Property 
Mortgaged or Pledged to Farm Credit 
Agencies.” Under state law, felons 
are forbidden to have or use firearms.

Nelson, 25, was first arrested 
July 29 for tampering with a mo-
tor vehicle, a state felony. Court 
documents show Nelson admitted 
to driving a white Ford F250 pickup 

truck, rented by the brothers on July 
20, from the Braymer farm on July 
21, 2019, about 11:45 a.m. to a com-
muter parking lot near Holt, where 
it was abandoned.

A Kansas City, Missouri, televi-
sion station cited court documents as 
saying the Diemels were expecting a 
$250,000 check from Nelson as part 
of a cattle deal. Nick, 35 and Justin, 
24, were owners of Diemel Livestock 
in Bonduel and had livestock deal-
ings in multiple states. Lisa Diemel, 
Nick Diemel’s wife, has taken over 
operation of the family business after 
filing a petition in Shawano County 
probate court asserting the brothers 
were dead.

A neighbor reported hearing mul-
tiple gunshots coming from the farm 
between 11:15-11:30 a.m. on July 21, ac-
cording to the charging documents.

“It is believed Nick and Justin 
Diemel never left the property after 
they arrived and were intentionally 
killed,” the charges said.

No additional persons have been 
charged in the murder investigation.

The affidavit states the bodies 
were moved to an adjacent pasture 
in barrels where they were covered 
with diesel fuel, burned and then 
placed in a manure pile by a metal 
barn. Authorities have reported a 
skid loader was used to crush the 
barrels and place them elsewhere on 
the property.

Missouri authorities relied on 
DNA comparisons to to make the 
first identification of the Diemels.

Authorities said a .30-30 cartridge 
was located in the bloodstained 
clothing reportedly belonging to Nel-
son. They also confirmed DNA tests 
of blood stains found on the clothing 
belonged to Nick Diemel.

Additional remains were recov-
ered in November 2019 from a stock 
trailer purchased in Missouri by a 
rancher from Hershey, Nebraska in 
Lincoln County. Local sheriff’s depu-
ties confirmed the remains as human 
and found personal items. Investiga-
tors and Missouri State Police flew 
into Lincoln County and picked up 
the remains.

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

P U B L I C  R E CO R D
SHAWANO COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT
Sept. 7

Deputies logged 42 incidents, including 
a 31-year-old Shawano man arrested for 
operating while intoxicated at Green Bay 
Street and Fairview Way in Shawano; a 
19-year-old Neopit man arrested for OWI 
on state Highway 47-55 in Shawano; a 
29-year-old Pulaski man arrested for 
OWI on state Highway 32 in the Town 
of Angelica; a domestic disturbance 
on Maiden Lane in Shawano; property 
theft complaints at the Shawano County 
Fairgrounds, 900 E. Green Bay St. in 
Shawano, and on state Highway 47-55 in 
the Town of Wescott.
Sept. 6

Deputies logged 53 incidents, including 
a 29-year-old Gillett man arrested for 
operating while intoxicated on state 
Highway 22 in the Town of Washington; a 
drug complaint on County Road N in the 
Town of Almon; a 27-year-old Keshena 
woman cited for operating after revocation 
on state Highway 47-55 in Shawano; 
a disturbance at the Shawano County 
Fairgrounds, 900 E. Green Bay St. in 
Shawano.
Sept. 5

Deputies logged 56 incidents, including 
disturbances on Lake Drive in the Town 
of Wescott and at the Shawano County 
Fairgrounds, 900 E. Green Bay St. in 
Shawano; automobile theft on County Road 
M in the Town of Germania; disorderly 

conduct on Sunrise Road in the Town of 
Wittenberg; a 59-year-old man arrested for 
operating while intoxicated on County Road 
A in the Town of Bartelme.
Sept. 4

Deputies logged 53 incidents, including 
a 35-year-old Clintonville man arrested 
on a warrant and a 36-year-old Caroline 
woman arrested for bail jumping on state 
Highway 22 in the Town of Green Valley; 
a drug complaint on state Highway 156 
in the Town of Lessor; property theft on 
Labutzke Drive in the Town of Washington; 
a 23-year-old Shawano woman cited 
for operating after revocation on state 
Highway 47-55 in the Town of Wescott; a 
26-year-old Wausau woman cited for OAR 
on state Highway 47 in the Town of Lessor; 
a 37-year-old Shawano woman cited for 
OAR on state Highway 47-55 in the Town 
of Wescott; a property damage hit-and-
run on Grand Avenue in Wittenberg; 
disorderly conduct on Primrose Lane in 
Tigerton.
Sept. 3

Deputies logged 31 incidents, including 
a 28-year-old Tigerton woman arrested 
for possession of drug paraphernalia and 
bail jumping on County Road U in the Town 
of Herman; injury accidents on Witt-Birn 
Town Line Road and on U.S. Highway 45 in 
the Town of Wittenberg.
Sept. 2

Deputies logged 29 incidents, including 
an 18-year-old Neopit man arrested for 
operating while intoxicated on County Road 
BE in the Town of Wescott; property theft 

complaints on Ho Chunk Road in the Town 
of Wittenberg and Balsam Row Road in the 
Town of Wescott; an assault complaint at 
the Shawano County Fairgrounds, 900 E. 
Green Bay St. in Shawano; a 19-year-old 
Wittenberg man arrested for strangulation 
after a domestic disturbance on Westgor 
Avenue in Wittenberg.
Sept. 1

Deputies logged 44 incidents, including 
a 40-year-old Shawano woman arrested 
for bail jumping on Main Street in Shawano; 
disorderly conduct on Hemlock Road in 
the Town of Herman and River Drive in 
the Town of Wescott; disturbances on 
Black Oak Circle in the Town of Wescott, 
Cecil Street in Bonduel and Alder Street in 
Tigerton; a 32-year-old Clintonville woman 
arrested for operating while intoxicated on 
Fourth Street in Mattoon.

SHAWANO POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Sept. 7
Police logged 19 incidents, including a 

reported fight in progress in the 1000 block 
of South Weed Street; an identity theft 
complaint in the 1000 block of County Road 
B; items stolen from a vehicle in the 100 
block of East Randall Street; a domestic 
disturbance in the 900 block of South 
Maiden Lane; a bike stolen in the 1000 
block of South Union Street.
Sept. 6

Police logged 20 incidents, including 
a disturbance in the 300 block of South 
Union Street; a property damage hit-and-

run in the 100 block of East Randall Street; a 
threatening complaint in the 1600 block of 
Estates Lane.
Sept. 5

Police logged 17 incidents, including 
disorderly conduct in the 300 block of West 
Eagle Street; shoplifting at Family Dollar, 
413 S. Main St.
Sept. 4

Police logged 28 incidents, including 
a domestic disturbance in the 400 block 
of South Union Street; disturbances in the 
100 block of South Lafayette Street and 
800 block of East Fifth Street; shoplifting at 
Walmart, 1244 E. Green Bay St.; automobile 
theft in the 900 block of East Green Bay 
Street.
Sept. 3

Police logged 23 incidents, including 
an injury accident at Airport Drive and 
Beauprey Road; a fight in progress at 
Franklin and Stevens streets.
Sept. 2

Police logged 24 incidents, including 
a disturbance in the 100 block of South 
Andrews Street; a property theft complaint 
in the 1300 block of Valley Lane; a bike 
reported stolen from Shawano Middle 
School, 1050 S. Union St.; shoplifting 
complaints at The Store, 404 E. Green Bay 
St., and Walmart, 1244 E. Green Bay St.
Sept. 1

Police logged 18 incidents, including 
a two-vehicle property damage accident 
at Franklin Street and Lieg Avenue; a 
shoplifting complaint at Dunham’s, 1211 E. 
Green Bay St.
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Tigerton Main Street suffered a 
blow when it had to cancel its an-
nual Independence Day festivities, 
and it was due to take another hit 
later this month when officials de-
cided to cancel Applefest, a favorite 
in the community for years.

However, officials came up with 
an event to help with the finan-
cial loss, and on Sunday, five food 
trucks lined up for Tigerton Main 
Street’s first food truck rally.

Among the more unusual 
items were Rolleaz, a food truck 
that served up a variety of tastes 
inside a spring roll, including buf-
falo chicken, pepperoni pizza and 
macaroni and cheese. There was 
also a food truck dedicated entirely 
to cookie dough that had the first 
space in the row as visitors slowly 
came over from the Embarrass 
River Campground.

Tigerton residents John and 
Amanda Hunholz brought their 
11-month-old daughter, Hannah, 
out to enjoy the nice outdoor 
weather and sample some of the 
cuisine. Amanda Hunholz got the 
pork nachos from Aftershock, a 
barbecue-themed food truck from 
Manawa that was once a bus, while 
John Hunholz enjoyed a pulled pork 
sandwich.

“This was something different 
to try,” Amanda Hunholz said. “It’s 
a nice day to get outside. We’re 
planning to get cookie dough after-
ward.”

She added that it was nice to see 
such an aromatic event come to 
Tigerton.

“Usually you see something 
like this in the big cities,” Amanda 
Hunholz said. “It’s cool that they 
got them all together to come out 
to little Tigerton. It was definitely 
creative.”

While there were plenty of 
smiles at the food truck rally, there 
were a few frowns as folks had to 
wait for the beer from Stubborn 
Brothers Brewery, which was de-
layed coming from Shawano. The 
beer was Tigerton Main Street’s 
source of revenue for the rally, 

according to Trisha Hoffman, the 
organization’s treasurer.

“We had to cancel our other 
events, and we’re working off of 

donations, so we didn’t have the 
money coming in during the pan-
demic,” Hoffman said. “I’ve been 
wanting to bring something like 

this down here for a while (at the 
campground) because it’s beautiful 
out here.”

Having a food truck rally 
brought about an event that could 
easily be held outside and main-
tain social distancing, according to 
Hoffman, even though some lines 
started getting long quickly. She 
knew the campground would be 
busy on Labor Day weekend, and 
the event was far enough away 
from the Shawano County Fair to 
allow both events to flourish.

“We knew we’d at least have 
the campers to come check it out,” 
Hoffman said, “but it looks like 
we’ve got quite a few locals here, 
too.”

With all the participation, Hoff-
man anticipates bringing the food 
trucks back next year, where hope-
fully they will add to the existing 
events that had to be called off in 
2020.

“We might do a different week-
end. We might do a fall and spring 
type of thing,” Hoffman said.

Tigerton gets tasty with food truck rally
Event helps fill  
gap for other 

cancelled activities
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

People chat and wander from food truck to food truck Sunday at the Embarrass River Campground in Tigerton, looking for something tasty to eat. The event 
was a first for Tigerton Main Street, which came up with the concept after having to cancel two other community events. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

John and Amanda Hunholz, of Tigerton, enjoy some barbecue for lunch Sunday with their 11-month-old 
daughter, Hannah, at the Embarrass River Campground. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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OBITUARIES
Justin M. Diemel

Justin M. Diemel, 24, of Navarino, 
was taken, along with his big brother, 
Nick, from his family on July 21, 2019. 
He was born on May 9, 1995, to Jack 
and Pamela (Glatz) Diemel.

Justin was living his dream operat-
ing Diemel’s Livestock with his broth-
ers, Brandon and Nick.

At a young age, Justin worked with 
his father in the family concrete busi-
ness where he learned his work ethic.

Justin loved going on road trips 
with Taylor, and especially enjoyed 
hunting with her in the same stand for 
the past seven years. Hunting with his 
dad and brothers was also very impor-
tant to him. He always agreed to every 
adventure that Taylor had planned for 
them.

He loved his dog, Sophie, and going 
for ice cream with Taylor nearly every 
day. He had the most beautiful smile 
that anyone could have. Justin was a 
special friend to so many people, it’s 
hard to know how many friends he re-
ally had. Justin always looked forward 
to the family gatherings.

Justin is survived by the love of 
his life, Taylor Moeller; parents, Jack 
Diemel and Pamela Diemel; brothers, 
Eric (Daniel) and Brandon (Baylee) Di-
emel; sister-in-law, Lisa Diemel; nieces 

and nephews, 
Parker, Addison, 
Coen and Emer-
syn; grandparents, 
James and Carol 
Diemel and No-
raine Glatz. He is 
further survived 
by aunts, uncles, 
cousins, other 

relatives, and friends.
Justin was preceded in death by 

his infant sisters, Nicole and Jennifer 
Diemel; and grandfather, Roland Glatz.

A visitation for Justin will take 
place at Navarino Ball Diamond, 
W5173 State Highway 156, Bonduel, on 
Sunday, Sept. 27, 2020 from noon until 
a memorial service at 3 p.m. with Pas-
tor Ty Stoneburner officiating. Muehl-
Boettcher Funeral Home, Seymour, is 
assisting the family with arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can 
be made online via Justin’s obituary at 
www.muehlboettcher.com

Online condolences may be ex-
pressed to the Diemel family at www.
muehlboettcher.com

The entire Diemel family thanks 
our families, friends, and communities 
for all of the help and support during 
the most difficult time.

Warren A. Olson

Warren A. Olson, 90 of Birnam-
wood, died peacefully on Saturday, 
Sept. 5, 2020 under the care of 
LeRoyer Hospice and Care Partners, 
Antigo.

He was born on Feb. 18, 1930 in 
Milwaukee, the son of Thorval and 
Doris (Holbrook) Olson.

Warren served his country in 
the United States Air Force during 
the Korean War from 1951 to 1954. 
He was united in marriage to Peggy 
Carlson on June 19, 1954 
in Antigo.

After his discharge 
from the Air Force, 
he began his lifelong 
career of farming.

Warren was an active member of 
the Mattoon Church of the Nazarene 
where he served as a church board 
member for many years. He also 
served 16 years on the Wittenberg-
Birnamwood School District Board 
of Education and was president for 
several years. Warren served on the 
town of Birnamwood board as well 
as the Farmers Home Administra-
tion board. His favorite hobby was to 
keep his yard mowed and he always 
kept it neat.

Warren is survived by his wife, 
Peggy; three sons, Michael (Toni), 
Kurt (Cindy), and Jack (Danielle); 

seven grand-
children, Todd 
(Cindy), Brent 
(Jordyn), Shelly 
(Karl) Spaay, 
Katrina, Kurt Jr. 
(Krysta), Steven 
(Aleshia), and 
Cody; seven 
great-grandchil-

dren, Carter, Luke, Evan, Emma, 
Reid, Brayden, and Declan; sisters-in-
law, Connie Balis and Julie Olson.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents and his sister and her hus-
band, Betty (Gordon) Pierce.

A funeral service will be held at 
11 a.m., on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020 
at Mattoon Church of the Nazarene. 
Rev. Robert Hess and Rev. Todd 
Olson will officiate. Burial will be 
in Woodlawn Cemetery, town of 
Hutchins, Shawano County, with 
military rites conducted by the John 
Owen American Legion Post #287, 
Mattoon. Visitation will be held from 
9 a.m. on Saturday, at the church, 
until the time of service.

Schmidt and Schulta Funeral 
Home, Birnamwood, is assisting the 
family with funeral arrangements. 
Memories and messages of support 
may be shared at schmidtschulta.
com.Nicholas J.T. Diemel

Nicholas J.T. “Nick” Diemel, 34, 
of Navarino, was taken, along with 
his baby brother, Justin, from his 
family on July 21, 2019. He was born 
on Sept. 25, 1984, to Jack and Pamela 
(Glatz) Diemel.

He was united in marriage to 
his high school sweetheart, Lisa, on 
Oct. 5, 2013, at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Cicero.

Nick was living his dream oper-
ating Diemel’s Livestock with his 
brothers, Brandon and Justin. At a 
young age, Nick worked with his fa-
ther in the family concrete business, 
where he learned his work ethic.

Nick loved to go hunting, fishing, 
and trapping with his dad, broth-
ers, and sons. His dog, Kira, went 
with Nick everywhere in the truck 
until she was no longer able to. Nick 
always looked forward to the family 
gatherings and cooking on the grill. 
He was a very good provider to his 
family and loving father to his chil-
dren, and good friend to many.

Nick is survived by his wife, 
Lisa; children, Parker, Addison, 
Coen, and Emersyn; parents, Jack 
Diemel and Pamela Diemel; broth-
ers, Eric (Daniel) and Brandon 
(Baylee) Diemel; grandparents, 
James and Carol Diemel and No-

raine Glatz; and 
mother-in-law, 
Julie Schwarz. 
He is further sur-
vived by aunts, 
uncles, cousins, 
other relatives 
and friends.

Nick was pre-
ceded in death 

by his infant sisters, Nicole and 
Jennifer Diemel; and grandfather, 
Roland Glatz.

A visitation for Nick will take 
place at Navarino Ball Diamond, 
W5173 State Highway 156, Bonduel, 
on Sunday, Sept. 27, 2020, from 
noon until a memorial service at 3 
p.m. with Pastor Ty Stoneburner 
officiating.

Muehl-Boettcher Funeral Home, 
Seymour, is assisting the family with 
arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can 
be made online via Nick’s obituary 
at www.muehlboettcher.com

Online condolences may be 
expressed to the Diemel family at 
www.muehlboettcher.com

The entire Diemel family thanks 
our families, friends, and communi-
ties for all of the help and support 
during the most difficult time.

Betty Dawson

Betty Dawson (nee Schoepke), 93, 
born in Wittenberg on Sept. 19, 1926, 
and passed peacefully into the Lord’s 
embrace on May 13, 2020.

A memorial service and burial 
will be at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Wittenberg on Sept. 19, 
2020, at 2 p.m.

David A. Zielinski

David A. Zielinski, 67, of Spruce, 
died peacefully at St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Green Bay on Aug. 26, 2020.

He was born on July 4, 1953, in 
Chicago, Illinois, to the late Victor and 
Florence (Kalemba) Zielinski. David 
was the fifth-born of 10 children and 
definitely was the family prankster. His 
remaining siblings are Kenneth (Kate 
Lein) Zielinski, Okemus, Michigan, 
Charles Zielinski, Oconto Falls, Peter 
Zielinski, Baileys Harbor, Linda (Da-
vid) Derus, Menomonee Falls, Brian 
(Ernie Guomas) Zielinski, Sonoma, 
California, Christopher Zielinski, 
Spruce, Paul (Debra) Zielinski, Oconto 
Falls, Anthony (Jean) Zielinski, Oconto 
Falls and Kathleen (Beeb) Zielinski, 
Spruce.

David graduated from Oconto Falls 
High School in 1971. He ran the family 
farm for several years prior to working 
for a basement water-proofing com-
pany and then did concrete construc-
tion work until he retired.

David married 
Mary K. Fredrick 
on July 6, 1974. 
Mary preceded 
David in death. 
Survivors include 
their children, 
Richard (Chris-
tine) Zielinski of 
Pound, Joseph 

Zielinski of Green Bay. He was a lov-
ing grandfather to Edward, Melaney 
and Patrick.

David married Lori L. Mercier. Sur-
vivors include Lori and their children, 
Nicole Zielinski of Oconto, Kyle Zie-
linski of Oconto, and Brandon (Mina) 
Zielinski of Las Vegas, Nevada.

David was an avid hunter and 
fisherman for many years and a huge 
vegetable gardener. His garden pro-
duce was, in most part, given to friends 
and family to enjoy. He was an excel-
lent pool shot and could fix anything 
mechanical.
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Nick Kinziger

Nick “The Bear” Kinziger, 76, was 
unexpectedly called to his heavenly 
home in the early morning hours of 
March 20, 2020, with his wife, Peg, by 
his side. Battling a few health issues 
over the past few years, Nick was 
working really hard to turn his health 
around. Born on Dec. 16, 1943, he was 
the first born of eight children to Alfred 
and Marion (Maloney) Kinziger.

In his early years, Nick attended and 
graduated from Coleman High School. 
He helped with the family business 
at Kinziger Meat Lockers in Pound 
while pursuing quite an illustrious high 
school football and wrestling career. 
As a junior, he qualified to compete at 
state in the 180 pound division. It was 
in those days that he earned his nick-
name given to him by his famed wres-
tling coach Jim Douglas. He thought it 
appropriate that Nick be knighted with 
a title of several names, thus Nicholas 
George Murray Butler Kinziger Esquire 
Jr. The Bear was born.

When a Crivitz area dairy farmer, 
Norbert Doyle, discovered a black bear 
was crashing through his corn field at 
night devouring nearly mature corn 
cobs, he asked Nick and his brothers 
to rid him of the nocturnal pest. One 
evening, on a moonless night, Nick set 
up in the field while his brothers cre-
ated a noisy diversion, driving the bear 
toward Nick. In total darkness, Nick 
heard the beast approach and when it 
loomed in front of him, barely visible in 
the dark, Nick fired, killing the bear.

Coleman High School wrestling 

coach Jim Douglas 
learned of Nick’s 
adventure and 
nicknamed him 
Nick “The Bear.” 
The media picked 
up on Kinziger’s 
exploit and nick-
name and ran with 
it when reporting 

Coleman weekly wrestling results.
Nick went on to teachers college 

earning his Bachelor of Science and 
master’s degree from University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh. On Dec. 28, 1963, 
he married Dorothy Mae O’Brien, 
of Amberg. They had one daughter, 
Nikkie Lee. Nick and Dodie lived just 
north of Lena during their married 
years where they had Nik-A-Doo Farm. 
They were quite active in raising show 
and race horses along with a few show 
dogs.

Bear spent his first two years teach-
ing in the Goodman School District 
and then took a job teaching science/
chemistry at Oconto Falls Washington 
Middle School where he spent the next 
33 years. There, Nick resurrected the 
wrestling program that Oconto Falls 
now has today, where he coached them 
to many titles and state champions. 
Nick retired in 1999, and a year ago, 
he was inducted into the Panther Area 
Wrestling Hall of Fame. It is an honor 
he still couldn’t believe was bestowed 
upon him.

After his retirement, Bear had 
ample opportunity to take advantage of 

the many things he enjoyed to doing. 
A passion for the outdoors, he was an 
avid fisherman, hunter and snowmobil-
er, and in his earlier days Nick enjoyed 
golfing and riding his motorcycle. Cur-
rently his love was watching his judge 
shows, telling Alexa to play something, 
morning breakfasts with the boys club 
at the restaurant and most of all spend-
ing time with his buddies, brothers, and 
nephews at the cabin. Any day on the 
water/ice was a good day to him. He 
loved going to his daughters home to 
play with her puppies.

One wouldn’t know it, but Nick was 
a great cook, and he had an amazing 
singing voice. Bear was an avid Packers 
and Brewers fan, but wrestling never 
left his blood. He was very happy to 
see his great-nephew John win third 
place in his state title bout just a couple 
of weeks ago.

On Nov. 2, 2002, Nick married the 
love of his life, Margaret (Peg) Winters 
from Phelps, where she owned Sand 
Lake Pub and Wintersland Storage. 
Upon marrying Nick, they lived in 
Crivitz on Left Foot Lake with his lov-
ing dogs Lacey and Gidget (and Moose, 
Liza Dootlittle and Budman who have 
previously passed). There he was able 
to just walk across the lake to fish.

He took great enjoyment out of 
watching the deer and birds come into 
his yard where he could watch them 
closely from his man cave. In that man 
cave, Nick ran several side businesses 
in his spare time. He wasn’t happy 
if he wasn’t talking to someone on 

the phone. His beautiful smile would 
brighten any room.

For as much as Nick was a conver-
sationalist, he was a journalist. He has 
kept a daily diary for over 41 years. 
There’s not a date, time or incident 
that he didn’t write down if it was 
important to him. So dedicated to this 
lifelong passion, he even journaled 
when he was on his fishing and hunt-
ing trips.

Surviving are his loving wife, Peg 
Winters-Kinziger; his daughter, Nikkie; 
brothers, Pat (Joanne) and Fred (Shir-
ley); sisters Shirley Kinziger (Colin), 
Ann Cornelius (Paul), Kathy Gilbertson 
(Jim), Kristy Baenen (Wayne) and Mi-
chelle Schounard (Mike); his godsons, 
Nick Gilbertson and Seth Shounard; 
his many nieces and nephews; other 
relatives; and his dear friends past and 
present Darryl Vandriesse, Fred Carl-
son, Jim (Pug) Douglas, Mike Krause, 
Gerry Krause, Russell Martens, Bob 
Koenig, Jack Magnin, Mike Kaczmarek, 
Dan Stodola, Dan Bieber, Craig Gilb-
ertson, Nick Skolsky, Jerry Polzin, Jerry 
Martens, Chuck Kesul, Frank Maleski, 
Jim White and the many, many others.

Preceding him in death were his 
parents, Alfred and Marion Kinziger; 
his youngest brother, Colin; brother-in-
law, Paul; and nephew, Christopher.

Delayed service date will be Satur-
day, Sept. 12, 2020 at St. Ann’s Church, 
228 Main St, Coleman. Visitation will 
be at 9-11:45 a.m. Service begins at 
noon. Luncheon to follow at The Cot-
tage, 4010 Old Highway 141, Pound.

Doris R. Hoffman

Doris R. Hoffman, 96, of the Town 
of Waukechon, Shawano, passed away 
on Wednesday, Sept. 2, 2020. Doris was 
born on July 14, 1924, to the late Emil 
and Ella (Schachtschneider) Habeck in 
Clintonville. She graduated from Clin-
tonville High School in 1942.

Doris worked at FWD in Clinton-
ville until she was married. On Aug. 12, 
1950, Doris was united in marriage to 
Martin Hoffman at St. Peters Lutheran 
Church in Pella Opening. They owned 
and operated the family farm in Bon-
duel until Martin’s passing on Feb. 8, 
1997. Doris then moved to Shawano. 
She was a member of the Widows 
Club, 55+ Club, Highlander Homemaker 
Club, Tops Club Wisconsin 867 for 28 
years where she served in every office 
and known as the “sunshine lady” and 

always shared a 
good joke.

Doris was a 
member of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church 
in Bonduel where 
she became an 
honorary member 
of the Mission 
Circle. She loved 

to dance to polka music and enjoyed 
listening to it as well on Sunday morn-
ing television. Doris loved to play 
sheephead, she continued to play while 
battling dementia and stated that she 
was still sharp for a good game of cards 
and shoot the moon. She was known 
for her sense of wit and infectious smile 
and it will be missed by all.

Doris dearly loved her grandchil-

dren, but she especially cherished her 
great-grandchildren. She will be dearly 
missed by all who knew and loved her.

Doris is survived by her daughter, 
Diane (Tom) Eggert; grandchildren, 
Corey (Dustin) Beyer, of Shawano, 
Jason (Erica) Eggert, of Shawano, Jacob 
(fiancé Megan) Eggert, of Shawano, 
Craig Hoffman, of Shawano, Christine 
(Josh) Eliason, of Madison, and Katie 
(Adam) Mix, of Pennsylvania; great-
grandchildren, Parker, Maci, Lauren, 
Laney, Lincoln, Brendon, Owen, Quinn, 
Ezra, Emerson, Brianna and Bryce; 
special niece Mary (Craig Wians) Jung; 
nieces and nephews, Lois Clayton, 
Lynn Hansen, Jim (Karen) Habeck, Jim 
Weber, and Dick (Donna) Hoffman; 
special godson, David Breutzman; other 
relatives and friends. She was preceded 

in death by her parents; husband, Mar-
tin; son, Wayne Hoffman; and brother, 
Herb (Nelda) Habeck.

A funeral service for Doris was held 
at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 6, 2020, at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in Bonduel with 
the Rev. Timothy Shoup officiating. 
Burial was in St. Paul Lutheran Cem-
etery.

The family of Doris would like to 
extend a special thank you to Mead-
owview Estates in Bonduel for the won-
derful care given over the past several 
years, especially to Melissa and other 
caregivers; as well as Shawano Health 
Services for the wonderful care given 
by Melanie, Carla and other caregivers, 
to Doris over the last few days of her 
life.

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com

Rickey Milanowski

Rickey Milanowski, 60, of Belle Plaine, 
passed away Sunday, Aug. 30, 2020. Ricky was 
born Aug. 27, 1960, to the late Edward and 
Lillian (Wrochota) Milanowski in Milwaukee. 
Rickey was employed by Aarowcast from 
2011 until present and also owned Ed and Lil’s 
Bar. He enjoyed building remote control cars. 
Rickey had natural mechanical abilities and 

was an electronics whiz. Even though he was 
a very quiet and private person, Rickey was 
always willing to help others and had a big 
heart.

Rickey is survived by his sisters, Roberta 
and Rosie; a special sister, Ann Krysheski; 
niece, Rusti; and nephew, Jeremy. He was 
preceded in death by his parents and his best 

friend, a bull mastiff named Goofy.
A funeral service for Rickey will be held at 

noon on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020, at Swedberg 
Funeral Home in Shawano. Burial will be in 
Friendship Cemetery. Visitation will take 
place at the funeral home Saturday from 10 
a.m. until the time of service.

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com



PAGE 8  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2020

Free COVID-19 testing 
available in Shawano

National Guard will be at fairgrounds Sept. 15-16;  
cases rising in county  

Shawano-Menominee Counties 
Health Department has announced 
that will be a free COVID-19 testing 
event Sept. 15-16 for any Wisconsin 
resident with symptoms or concerns 
about COVID-19.

The event will be held at the 
Shawano County Fairgrounds, 990 
East Green Bay Street, Shawano, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Testing will be available for those 
ages 5 and older and done within a 
vehicle by members of the Wiscon-
sin National Guard. 

Participants should wear a mask 
at the testing site and follow instruc-
tions for digital registration, or ask 
for help from an attendant.

“We encourage anyone who is 
concerned about COVID-19, espe-
cially anyone who is experiencing 
symptoms of COVID-19, to seek a 
test at this event. 

Symptoms of COVID-19 may 
include new or worsening: fever, 
cough, shortness of breath, fatigue, 
sore throat, headache, chills, muscle 
aches, diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, or 
new loss of taste or smell,” Shawa-
no-Menominee Counties Health 
Officer Vicki Dantoin said.

COVID-19 cases in Shawano and 
Menominee counties have contin-
ued to increase, she said in a press 
release. The counties currently have 
high COVID-19 activity levels.

As of last week, Shawano County 
was experiencing a growing trend of 
COVID-19 activity. 

The month of August showed 
the highest number of new cases 

for each county to date. Shawano 
County experienced about 128 cases 
in August while Menominee County 
experienced 11 cases. 

Eight days into September, Sha-
wano County already has almost 
half of the number of August cases, 
Dantoin said.

“With a return to school and 
changes in weather, we anticipate 
these numbers to continue to in-
crease,” she said.

As of Sept. 4, Shawano County 
had 322 confirm COVID-19 cases 
with 17 hospitalizations; Menominee 
County had 29 with two hospitaliza-
tions. No COVID-19 deaths have 
been reported in the two counties

The activity level is considered 
high in both counties.

“We know following measures to 
help prevent the spread of CO-
VID-19 is not easy, but we need 
everyone’s help to slow the spread 
of this virus and prevent as many 
serious cases of illness as possible,” 
said Dantoin.

Prevention measures include 
social distancing, hand washing, 
wearing a mask, avoiding gatherings 
and staying home if sick.

“Please stay home while you are 
awaiting the results of your CO-
VID-19 test,” she said.
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The Wittenberg-Birnamwood High 
School girls swim team claimed a 
tight 86-82 win in a meet against Sha-
wano on Thursday in Shawano.

The meet was considered a 
nonconference one, even though it 
featured two Bay Conference teams. 
The teams will swim their Bay meet 
on Oct. 6 in Wittenberg.

Despite no fans in attendance 
because of the Bay’s COVID guide-
lines this fall, there was still plenty 
of energy and excitement around the 
pool, as the meet came down to the 
final event of the night.

Witt-Birn’s 400-yard freestyle relay 
team of Emma Herb, Alexa Chaney, 
Annika Resch and McKenna Metro-
pulos took first in 4 minutes, 14.22 sec-
onds to secure the win for the visitors.

The top finish from the Witt-Birn 
relay was the team’s ninth first-place 
finish across the 11 varsity events.

Metropulos had a big individual 
night for the Chargers, winning the 
200 IM (2:21.28) and 100 butterfly 
(1:00.12). Her time in the 100 butterfly 
broke the school record, which she 

already held.
“I was pretty happy with my 100 

fly and breaking my own record. I was 
hoping to go under a minute so that 
was a little disappointing, but it was a 
personal record no less,” said Metro-
pulos. “I’m super excited for the rest 
of the season and am super thankful 
that our conference was able to come 
together and figure out a way to make 
this season happen.”

Resch also picked up a pair of first-
place finishes. Resch (1:00:33) edged 
Shawano’s Isabel Colon (1:02.69) in 
the 100 freestyle. Resch posted a top 
time of 1:22.73 in the 100 breaststroke, 
an event Witt-Birn had the top three 
finishers in.

Olyvia Stark and Emma Herb 
had Witt-Birn’s other individual top 
finishes. Stark won the 200 freestyle 
(2:27.61), while Herb finished just 
ahead of Shawano’s Macy Monfils in 
the 50 freestyle (30.57 to 31.31).

Stark, Resch, Metropulos and 
Chaney teamed up to take first in the 
200 medley relay, the first event of 
the meet. The Chargers 200 freestyle 
relay team of Herb, Stark, Jessica 
Storlie and Chaney placed first in 
2:00.74.

Chaney placed second in the 
500 freestyle (6:59.8), while Jalynn 
Horacek swam to second in the 100 
breaststroke (1:29.63).

“Even though we are a smaller 
team, this meet showed us that we 

can win meets against teams bigger 
than us,” said Metropulos. “It’s a great 
confidence booster.”

While the top finishes were hard 
for Shawano to come by, the hosts 
kept the meet close because of their 
higher number of swimmers in each 
event.

Gabi Bukoski and Colon posted 
Shawano’s first-place finishes.

Bukoski eased to a win in the 500 
freestyle in 6:22.11, while Colon posted 
a time of 1:15.97 to take first in the 100 
backstroke, just ahead of teammate 
Alli Brown (1:16.45).

“I was very excited to swim the 500 
as it is my favorite event and I haven’t 
been able to swim it since February 
when swim club season ended,” said 
Bukoski. “I had a lot of adrenaline 
when I dove in the pool that carried 

me to the finish. It may not have been 
my best time, but it was a good starting 
point for me this season.”

Brown, Bukoski, Colon and Monfils 
teamed up in the 200 medley relay, 
posting a time of 2:10.59 for second 
place. Allison Langlois joined Colon, 
Bukoski and Monfils on the second-
place finishing 400 freestyle relay 
team (4:34.72).

Langlois, Brown, Lydia Quandt and 
Anne Carrier formed Shawano’s 200 
freestyle relay team that took second 
in 2:02.75.

Bukoski was second in the 200 
IM (2:43.61), while Rose Bunker took 
second in the 200 freestyle (2:52.29). 
Carrier claimed second in the 100 but-
terfly (1:20.99).

H I G H  S C H O O L  SW I M

Witt-Birn edges Shawano in meet
Metropulos, Resch 

each win two individual 
events for Chargers

By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Olyvia Stark swims the 200-yard freestyle during Thursday’s meet in Sha-
wano. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com

S P O RT S

The Gresham/Bowler soccer 
co-op is hoping to contend for the 
Central Wisconsin Conference title 
this fall.

The co-op, which is coached by 
Walter Moesch, is coming off a 12-
10-1 season in 2019, a year in which 
the team finished 7-6 in CWC ac-
tion.

While the team graduated several 
players from that team, it still re-

turns a number of experienced play-
ers, which gives Moesch hope that a 
big season could be on the way.

“I think Amherst, Columbus 
Catholic, Pacelli and us all have a 
shot at winning our conference,” he 
said.

The coach believes starting the 
year strong will be key, especially 
knowing that one loss could poten-
tially end a team’s chance of win-
ning the conference outright.

Leading the team on the field 
will be the senior duo of Adin Brei 

and Jake Hoffman. Brei is a mid-
fielder, while Hoffman will be the 
primary goaltender, and midfielder 
at other times. Both players were 
honorable mention all-conference 
players last fall.

Also back with starting experi-
ence are juniors Alex Burr (wing), 
Diego Martinez (wing), Jack Haff-
ner (central defender) and Will 
Jensen (striker) and sophomores 
Blade Hoffman (central defender) 
and Fynn Bennett (striker).

Sophomores Edward Castellanos, 

Jeremiah Grant and Wesley Theix 
also have some varsity experience, 
while junior Ireland Jensen and 
freshman Porter Hoffman are new 
players that could also contribute 
for the co-op.

“To play on this team, it feels 
like there is no co-op,” said Jake 
Hoffman. “We all get along very 
well and I am proud to be a part of 
this team. We win together, we lose 
together, we stay together.”

H I G H  S C H O O L  S O CC E R

Gresham/Bowler co-op eyeing conference title
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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The Tigerton High School volley-
ball team is coming off a down season 
but has high expectations this fall 
with an experienced group of players 
back. Savannah Swartz will lead the 
way for the Tigers, hoping to guide 
the team to success during her senior 
season.

Swartz is coming off a junior 
campaign in which she landed on the 
Central Wisconsin Conference-North 
Division second team. She accumulat-
ed 33 attack kills, 47 digs, nine service 
aces and five block kills in conference 
action.

Q: When did your interest in 
volleyball begin?

A: My interest in volleyball began 
when I was pretty young. My mom 
(Kelley Strike) used to coach volley-
ball before we moved into the area, 
and I was the manager. I knew for 
sure I wanted to play and finally got 
my opportunity in middle school.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the volleyball season?

A: My favorite part of the season is 
when conference play starts. Every-
one gets very excited and the games 
become more intense and competi-
tive, but in a good way.

Q: What kind of individual goals 
have you set for yourself this fall?

A: I have some individual goals for 
myself, and one of them is serving con-
sistently. I’m a hot-and-cold server, so 
I want to ensure I serve the ball in the 
court nearly every time. I also want to 
work on moving my feet more, so I can 
get behind the ball and pass it up.

Q: As a senior, how will you 
help serve as a leader for the rest 
of the team?

A: As a senior, I want to be as sup-
portive as possible to my other team-
mates. I remember being a freshman, 
or even a sophomore, and relying on 
my upperclassmen for support and 
being a model for me, so I want to 
give back and help my underclass-
men. Whether it’s serving, hitting, or 

passing, I want to give them my best 
advice and praise.

Q: Talk about your preparation 
for the volleyball season.

A: Preparing for volleyball this year 
hasn’t been as easy due to COVID, but 
we have all been attending as many 
open gyms and contact days as we 
could. We all like to play pepper in 
our free time and get together to start 
building some teamwork. Some of us 
have also been hitting the weight room 
to get back in shape after quarantine.

Q: What’s your favorite mem-
ory of competing on the Tigerton 
volleyball team?

A: My favorite memory of compet-
ing on the Tigerton volleyball team 
is winning regionals my sophomore 
year. Our team got along great, and 
we all had the same goals for our 
team. We had so much support com-
ing from the community as well.

Q: What are you going to miss 
most about high school volleyball?

A: I’m going to miss the exciting 

moments of a great kill or the epic, and 
sometimes even crazy, volleys. There’s 
always that sense of victory afterwards 
and so much excitement. Our team 
comes together and praises each other.

Q: Favorite TV show, movie 
and musical artist?

A: TV show — “Criminal Minds.” 
Movie — “Spider-Man: Homecom-
ing.” Musical artist — I absolutely 
love Shawn Mendes!

Q: Name one thing about your-
self that not many people know.

A: One thing people may not know 
about me is I was a cheerleader for a 
bit in middle school. When I was in 
seventh grade, I had a friend talk me 
into doing some competitive cheer-
leading. There was choreography, 
gymnastics, jumps, and stunts and I 
would go to competitions around the 
state and even in Chicago!

Q: What’s the greatest piece of 
advice you have ever been told?

A: The greatest piece of advice 
I’ve ever been told is actually from 
my volleyball coach, coach (Holly) 
Meverden. She always says a loss is a 
learning experience, or “L for learn.” I 
use that for just about anything, on or 
off the court. Whenever I lose a match 
or make a mistake, I learn from it and 
change my approach to the situation.

Q: What are some things you 
hope to accomplish after graduat-
ing high school?

A: After graduating high school, 
I plan on going to college to study 
pharmacy. I don’t quite know where 
I will go or if I’ll continue to play 
sports, but I will miss Tigerton vol-
leyball!

AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  SAVA N N A H  SWA RTZ

Tigerton senior hoping to lead team turnaround

Tigerton’s Savannah Swartz serves the ball during a 2019 Central Wisconsin Conference-North Division 
match against Manawa in Tigerton. CONTRIBUTED

AT A GLANCE
ATHLETE: Savannah Swartz
SPORT: Volleyball
POSITIONS: Middle and outside hitter
SCHOOL: Tigerton High School
YEAR: Senior
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The Wittenberg-Birnamwood High 
School boys and girls cross-country 
teams each placed third at the T-Bird 
Invitational on Aug. 31 in Iola.

The boys finished with a team 
score of 83, while the girls posted an 
88.

Wyatt Dickman led the way for 
the Witt-Birn boys, placing seventh 
in 18:52.24. Tommy Bruski (19:07.79) 

placed 10th.
Craig Wendel (19:41.86) placed 

16th, Simon Schairer (20:43.08) 24th 
and Ian Salveson (21:10.66) 28th to cap 
the boys team score.

Jenna Stone paced the Witt-
Birn girls with a 10th-place finish in 
23:46.69.

Annika Resch (28:37.42) took 28th, 
Lauren Dombeck (30:02.72) 35th, 
Ruby Nowinsky (30:20.35) 37th and 
Ava Wepner (32:35.55) 41st to com-

plete the team score.
Gresham/Bowler also competed 

in the invitational, but didn’t have 
enough runners to qualify for any 
team scores.

For the Gresham/Bowler boys, 
Bryson Nelson (22:58.41) finished 
46th, Zachary Young (26:00.28) 66th, 

Isaiah Bestul (26:48.53) 68th and Don-
nie Edwards (27:17.26) 70th.

Maya Thiex represented the 
Gresham/Bowler girls, placing 44th in 
33:39.59.

Girls team scores: 1. Amherst 22; 2. Bonduel 36; 3. 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 88; 4. Iola-Scandinavia 100. 
Boys team scores: 1. Pacelli 23; 2. Iola-Scandinavia 
64; 3. Wittenberg-Birnamwood 83; 4. Weyauwega 
Fremont 110; 5. Bonduel 124; 6. Amherst 133; 7. 
Pittsville 145; 8. Manawa 228.

H I G H  S C H O O L  C R OS S - CO U N T RY

Witt-Birn teams finish third at invitational
By NEW MEDIA STAFF ONLINE

Full results from the invitational can be found at 
pttiming.com/event.php?mid=121&pt=results.

Shawano Speedway hosted its 
final races of the 2020 season on 
Saturday, with five drivers being 
crowned champions by the end of 
the night.

Troy Springborn and Ron Berna 
battled for the Late Model title, with 
Springborn winning Saturday’s fea-
ture race to finish first in the stand-
ings. Berna finished second in the 
feature race and in the standings.

Tanner Westphal capped a strong 
year on the track with a first-place 
finish in the Mighty 4 feature race. 
With the victory, Westphal also end-
ed the year atop the point standings, 
two points ahead of Brad Wedde, 
who came in second in the feature.

Lucas Lamberies finished atop the 
IMCA Modified class for the season. 
Lamberies came in 15th in Saturday’s 
feature race. Marcus Yarie finished 
nine points behind Lamberies in the 
standings, and placed sixth in the fea-
ture. Johnny Whitman won the race.

Travis VanStraten held off 
Dan Michonski for the top spot 
in the IMCA Stock Car standings. 
VanStraten finished third in the 
final feature race, while Michonski 
was fourth. Chucky Forstner, who 
was third in the standings, won the 
feature.

Jayden Schmidt won the IMCA 
Sport Mod division after winning 
seven feature races this summer. He 
finished third in the final feature, a 

race that Bryce Clements won.
For full results and final standings, 

visit https://www.myracepass.com/
profile/?r=1874&rt=track.

A U TO  R A C I N G

Five champions crowned on  
Shawano Speedway’s final race night

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Dan Michonski competes during the IMCA Stock Car feature race on Saturday at Shawano Speedway. Michonski placed fourth in Saturday’s race but finished 
second in the standings for the season. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Tim Rothe (56) and Jordan Barkholtz (91) battle 
for position during the IMCA Modified feature 
race on Saturday at Shawano Speedway. Bark-
holtz finished second in the race. 
 MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA



PAGE 48  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2020

It’s been an interesting year for 
Walls of Wittenberg as they’ve navi-
gated through the pandemic decid-
ing which events should be held and 
which should be cancelled. With seven 
artists involved with the annual fall art 
show the decision to proceed was an 
easy one.

“Our artists are excited to be 
part of the show this fall,” said event 
coordinator Elaine Diffor who noted 
that there is plenty of room to social 
distance in the WOWSPACE.

The room capacity is 133 people and 
the free event is open from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays from 
Sept. 19 through Oct. 4 so according to 
Diffor there are plenty of opportunities 
to safely view the show. Masks will be 
required.

As in years past, the show ends on 
the same weekend as the county-wide 
Miles of Art event. This is the first 
year that WOW has not participated 
in the event. Due to the uncertainty 
of whether or not the show would 

take place and not having a sponsor to 
cover the cost of being a MoA event, 
WOW made the decision to put on an 
independent art show. Diffor noted she 
hopes WOW will be a part of the MoA 
event next year.

Shawano photographer Jim Leuen-
berger has been a frequent exhibitor at 
WOW art shows. This year his collec-
tion will focus on photos of owls and 
other birds among his nature-themed 
collection.

“I look forward to being at the show 
again this year,” said Leuenberger.

Carol Strand, Wausau, is a retired 
art teacher from the Wittenberg-
Birnamwood School District and spe-
cializes in stained glass and ceramics. 
Her work is influenced by the time she 
spends outdoors and working in her 
garden.

Another popular returning artist 
is Carmen Duran of Stratford who 
says that she found painting later in 
life. She says her focus is generally 
floral subjects painted with vivid color 
combinations, bold brush strokes and 
rich texture.

Fiber art is Jean Sredl’s medium of 

Let’s go on  
with the show

WOW fall art show opens Sept. 19
By MIRIAM NELSON

News Editor

“Gala” by Jean Sredl, Shawano, is one of many fiber art pieces which will be on display at the WOW-
SPACE in Wittenberg, Sept. 19-Oct. 4. CONTRIBUTED

Popular nature photographer Jim Leuenberger, Shawano, will have a variety of photos for sale at the 
“Kaleidoscope of Colors” art show at the WOWSPACE in Wittenberg, Sept. 19-Oct. 4. CONTRIBUTED

Retired Wittenberg-Birnamwood art teacher, Carol Strand will have stained glass and ceramics in the 
“Kaleidoscope of Colors” art show at the WOWSPACE in Wittenberg, Sept. 19-Oct. 4. CONTRIBUTED
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choice. The artist, from Shawano, cre-
ates a variety of art pieces using yarns, 
fabrics and silks generally constructed 
by hand or with the help of her sewing 
machine.

“I create unique materials by 
deconstructing, dying, spinning or re-
purposing,” said Sredl. “It’s the texture 
of life and the practice of my art.”

Greenway Homescapes is the name 
of the artwork produced by the hus-
band and wife team, Tim and Maureen 
Baumhardt of Campbellsport. For the 
past 15 years they have been creating 
metal art for indoor/outdoor living.

Walking sticks were an inspiration 
that came to Kirk Stark, Rothschild, 
during his time spent outdoors bird 
hunting and trout fishing. All of the 
sticks are made from fallen branches 
including maple, aspen, oak and alder 
and no two are the same. Sticks also 
have brass tips, leather and or para-
cord, grips, and all have a compass.

WOW is the non-profit organiza-
tion that hires professional artists to 
paint the murals on the outside walls 

of the schools and businesses. They 
generally host four free art shows and 
produce two theater productions each 
year in their gallery, WOWSPACE, 
located at 114 Vinal St., Wittenberg. 
Their summer concert series was 
moved from the adjacent Art Park to 
the village’s Washington Park to allow 
more room for social distancing.

Many pieces of art will be for sale 
during the art show.

AT A GLANCE
WHAT: “Kaleidoscope Of Color”
WHEN: Sept. 19-Oct. 4, Saturdays and Sundays
TIME: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WHERE: WOWSPACE, 114 Vinal St., Wittenberg
FYI: www.wallsofwittenberg.com

Greenway Homescapes is the name of the metal 
artwork produced by the husband and wife team, 
Tim and Maureen Baumhardt of Campbellsport. 
Their work will be part of the WOW fall art show.

CONTRIBUTED
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Wisconsin Department of Trans-
portation Division of Motor Vehicles 
will temporarily expand its driver li-
censes and identification card services 
this fall in Madison, Milwaukee and 
other locations throughout Wisconsin 
which were closed in March due to 
COVID-19.

On Oct. 13, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
the DMV services will be available at 
the Community Center, 208 W. Vinal 
St., Wittenberg.

DMV has at least one location in 
each of Wisconsin’s 72 counties. All 
DMV customer service centers follow 

the same safety protocols. Employees 
wear face coverings. Customers are 
encouraged to follow floor decals for 
social distancing and to stay behind 
plastic panels at service windows. To 
ensure safe social distancing is avail-
able inside, customers may be required 
to wait outside the DMV center.

To further ensure that social dis-
tancing is maintained, all Wisconsin 
DMVs limit in-person customer ser-
vice to driver license and identification 
related products. All vehicle-related 
services can be done online, by mail or 
through a third-party agent.

DMV expands services throughout Wisconsin
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I finally decided to read Julie 
Smith’s “New Orleans Mourning.”

As most people know, Mardi Gras 
is a time lead-
ing up to Fat 
Tuesday’s grand 
finale parade 
celebrating the 
king and queen 
of Carnival. 
This year’s king 
is Chauncy St. 
Amant.

Being chosen 
as king of Car-
nival is a great 

honor bestowed only on those in the 
highest level of New Orleans society. 
Consequently, Chauncy’s family was 
gathered at the prestigious Boston 
Club where they would stand on the 
balcony and wave as the float carry-
ing the king and queen passed by.

Those attending were Chauncy’s 
wife, Bitty, son Henry, daughter Mar-
celle, longtime family friend, Toll-
iver Albert, Bitty’s influential father 
Haygood Mayhew and an array of the 
city’s high society crowd. Most are 
either drunk or high on something – 
after all, it is Mardi Gras.

Down on the street, rookie cop 
Skip Langdon is standing with her 
back to the street as she works crowd 
control. She’s on loan from her regu-
lar precinct and is actually enjoying 
watching the people gathered all the 
route.

Skip is very familiar with Carnival. 
She grew up here, but she’s never fit 
in. She may be the daughter of a high 
society doctor and social climbing 
mother, but Skip’s 6-foot height, 

broad body and rebellious nature 
didn’t fit the image they wanted 
to project. After flunking out of a 
couple of colleges and leaving several 
nowhere jobs, Skip discovered she 
liked police work. It fit her size and 
really upset her parents. What could 
be better?

As the king’s float neared, Skip 
turned to take a peek. To her horror, 
she saw someone dressed as Dolly 
Parton fire a pistol at the king. As she 
battles her way forward, she is jostled 
by a man with a camera. Chauncy St. 
Amant is dead, and Skip saw it hap-
pen.

Since she was a witness and 
friends with the St. Amant family, she 
is assigned to assist two experienced 
detectives. One seems to accept her; 
the other is openly hostile. 

She learns that the man with cam-
era is Steve Steinman, and he offers 
to give her the film he’d shot at the 
scene. But before he can deliver it, he 
is knocked cold and the film is taken.

Strangely, he and Skip hit it off, 
and she finds his bulk and wits very 
helpful in the investigation. Chauncy 
had made his share of enemies on his 
climb to the top, but all seem to have 
alibis. Something about this convinc-
es Skip that the killer was someone 
close to Chauncy.

On closer inspection, she sees that 
Bitty has been an alcoholic for years. 
Chauncy barely tolerated Henry, was 
overly affectionate to Marcelle and 
had affairs with a succession of secre-
taries. Skip’s only lead is news about 
a high-end prostitute named La Belle 
Doucette. With Steve’s help, Skip fol-
lows a tangled thread connecting the 

St. Amants and La Belle in a way that 
makes her sick at heart.

When she figures out what hap-
pened and why, she takes the infor-
mation and recovered film to the 
detectives. They watch it but miss 
important details, so Skip shows them 
what convinced her of who the killer 
really was. Feeling triumphant, they 
call in Lt. Duby and share the incrimi-
nating film with him. 

To Skip’s astonishment and anger, 
Lt. Duby “accidentally” destroys the 
evidence, saying it appears they have 
no case. The detectives are stoic, but 

Skip is livid. 
Once again, the 
rich and power-
ful — quite 
literally — get 
away with 
murder.

This book 
ends with Skip 
impulsively 
destroying her 
uniform and 
everything con-
nected with the 

case. I’ll have to read the next book to 
find out what happens with Skip and 
her career as a cop.

We may not have the wild celebra-
tions of Mardi Gras, but we can share 
in all kinds of merriment through the 
books available at your public library. 
Make this the week you go in and 
check it out.

Murdered at Mardi Gras, farewell to the king
AT A GLANCE
BOOK: “New Orleans Mourning”
AUTHOR: Julie Smith
PUBLISHER: booksBnimble
PUBLISHED: Dec. 29, 2013
PAGES: 401

Taken aback
Forrest Kernen, Tigerton, prepares to launch 
backwards into a competitor in the first heat at 
the Shawano County Fair demolition derby on 
Monday. The event is one of the last at the fair, 
which ran from Sept. 2-7. Kernen competed in 
the compact truck category. CAROL RYCZEK | 
NEW MEDIA

JAN JONES



PAGE 52  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2020


