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NOTHING SAYS ‘SUMMER’ LIKE A BLUE MOON CONE
A trip to the new Britt’s Candy and Ice Cream Shop is great way to celebrate a 10th birthday for twins Madison Fischer, left,  and Megan Fischer of Wittenberg. 
MORE ON THE NEW BUSINESS ON PAGE 2. MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA
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ENTERPRISE
WITTENBERG

& BIRNAMWOOD NEWS We all scream for ice cream

“I want to be the ice cream queen of 
Wisconsin!” said Karla Verkuilen, Wit-
tenberg’s newest entrepreneur.

Karla and her husband Rick opened 
Britt’s Candy and Ice Cream Shop at 
502 S. Webb Street on Aug. 1 and are 
amazed and happy about all the busi-
ness and support they’ve been getting.

The Verkuilens, who live on a 
hobby farm in Eland and have full 
time jobs, joked that they decided they 
wanted something to do with the extra 
six-seven hours they could have spent 
sleeping.

“Who opens a new business in the 
middle of a pandemic? The Verkui-
lens!” laughed Karla Verkuilen.

They named the shop Britt’s Candy 
and Ice Cream Shop after their daugh-
ter Brittany who is an army sergeant 
stationed in Connecticut. Since Brit-
tany is their one and only child, they 
figured the shop couldn’t fail if they 
named it after her.

The shop features a variety of fla-
vors of hand scooped Cedar Crest ice 
cream and also has soft serve available 
in chocolate, vanilla and twist. They 
have prepackaged candy available but 

are looking to expand into homemade 
candies soon.

“I think it’s a nice thing that we’ll 
be able to ride our bikes here and 
have a treat,” said Leah Fleischman, of 
Wittenberg, who brought her 10-year-
old twin daughters for an ice cream 
treat before softball practice on Aug. 
6, which also happened to be their 
birthday.

Rick Verkuilen noted they weren’t 
sure what to expect when they opened 
but weren’t surprised that their first 
customers were a grandma and grand-
son from Merrill in town looking at the 
murals. The murals on the walls of the 
village schools and businesses are part 
of Walls of Wittenberg, a non-profit 
that promotes tourism through art.

“The walls bring in a lot of people,” 
said Rick Verkuilen, and he’s hoping 
they’ll be in the mood for some ice 
cream.

The Verkuilens are the first to ad-
mit that they are learning the business 
as they go and are open to suggestions. 
One came from Deb Owens, owner of 
the building, who suggested there are 
a lot of people who didn’t grow up in 
this area and might want something 
different to eat other than the usual 
northern Wisconsin fare. Chicago 
dogs, also know as Vienna dogs, were 
a fond memory from her time living 
in Chicago. The Verkuilen’s took her 
advice to heart and sold out of the hot 

dogs on opening day. They plan to 
offer them every Saturday with all the 
fixings and then feature a homemade 
dessert or cinnamon rolls on Sundays.

Owens owns and operates Deb’s 
Webb Street Salon across the street 
and is happy to have the building 
rented and excited about the new 
business bringing new people to the 
downtown area.

Next door neighbor Justin White, 
co-owner of Xena’s Village Inn, is also 
happy to have a neighbor again.

“I am very happy, told all my 
friends and posted it on Facebook, I’m 
so glad to finally have another business 
next door,” said White, who also thinks 
it will be a great to have a place for the 
kids to go after school.

Karla Verkuilen is a custodian at 
the Birnamwood Elementary and 
Middle School in Birnamwood and 
Rick Verkuilen is a manager at Kolbe 
& Kolbe Millwork in Wausau, so for 
now their shop will be open Thursday 
through Sunday.

New ice cream shop opens 
in downtown Wittenberg

By MIRIAM NELSON

News Editor

AT A GLANCE
WHAT: Britt’s Candy and Ice Cream Shop
WHERE: 502 S. Webb St., Wittenberg
WHEN: Thur. and Fri. 3-7 p.m, Sat. 12-7 p.m., Sun. 

12-5 p.m.
WHO: Rick and Karla Verkuilen
FYI 715-326-3389 FACEBOOK

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

Rick and Karla Verkuilen opened Britt’s Candy and Ice Cream Shop at 502 S. Webb Street in Wittenberg on Aug. 1 featuring Cedar Crest ice cream.
MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA
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If you ask pharmacist Katie Han-
ke what inspired her to her profes-
sion, she will admit that she’s pretty 
nerdy and that her love of science 
and teaching is a good combination 
to have in this industry.

Having worked in a hospital 
setting as part of her training, she 
realized she didn’t like just meeting 
with patients once and then hoping 
to never see them again. Her one-
year community residency included 
very focused training in community 
pharmacy practices. That commu-
nity focus brought her to Witten-
berg.

”We’re very excited to have her 
join our group,” said Shane Resch, 
owner of Gwidt Pharmacy in Wit-
tenberg. “She brings lots of clinical 
background and expertise to our 
pharmacy.”

That background and expertise 
includes both a bachelor’s degree 

in biochemistry and her pharmacy 
doctorate from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. Hanke’s phar-
macy training included outpatient 
care at an independent pharmacy 
in Two Rivers. Hanke feels that 
particular training experience 
prepared her for her work in Wit-
tenberg. The focus was on looking 
at the clients’ overall health and 
administering immunizations — not 
just dispensing medications.

Hanke had taken a part-time 
job at the Pulaski Pharmacy, also 
owned by Resch, and worked Tues-
days in the Wittenberg location. 
She met her future husband, Paul, 
in Wittenberg, and they settled in 
Wausau.

A chance meeting at a Walls of 
Wittenberg event led Resch to of-
fer her a part-time position again, 
which became full time on June 22, 
the Hankes’ first year wedding an-
niversary.

Hanke is excited to work for 
Resch again, and they are planning 

to expand their services. Hanke 
noted there is a lot of interest in 
vitamin supplements, oils and more 
holistic treatments, and that they 
are hoping to help serve the com-
munity with quality, science-based 
information. Hanke acknowledges 
that it’s important to know what is 

safe to use with prescription and 
over-the-counter drugs.

“It’s very satisfying to meet with 
them and help them with ques-
tions or make sure they know what 
they’re taking, why they’re taking 
it and how to manage any side ef-
fects,” said Hanke. “It’s most impor-
tant that I’m being honest, respect-
ful and patient with them.”

Hanke enjoys getting to know 
her clients. Her overall philosophy 
for providing customer service is 
to listen to carefully so that she can 
calm any fears or frustrations and 
address any concerns.

“I love seeing patients, and I’m 
excited to be here to use my knowl-
edge to be able to help and serve 
the community,” said Hanke.

In addition to the Gwidt Pharma-
cy drug store in Wittenberg, Resch 
owns the Pulaski Pharmacy, Oconto 
Falls Pharmacy and the Manitowoc 
Pharmacy.

Gwidt Pharmacy hires new pharmacist
Part time in Pulaski works into full time in Wittenberg

By MIRIAM NELSON

News Editor

Katie Hanke is the new pharmacist at the Wit-
tenberg location for Gwidt Pharmacy. She started 
June 22, which was also her one year wedding an-
niversary. MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com



Richard Sarnwick looked poised 
to face off against incumbent Wis-
consin Rep. Gary Tauchen for the 
Sixth District Assembly seat in 
November as a result of Tuesday’s 
primary.

Sarnwick, a Shawano doctor, was 
winning the Democratic primary 
against Simon Moesch, a Shawano 
resident and 22-year-old graduate of 
Northern Michigan University-Mar-
quette by a margin of 61-39% with 
98% of precincts reporting.

The incomplete tally, which still 
needs to be validated by the Board of 
Canvass, was 1,422 votes for Sarn-
wick and 912 for Moesch as of press 
time Tuesday.

Moesch announced late last 
month he was dropping out of the 
race for the Democratic nomination, 
saying he had been given an opportu-
nity to go back to school and further 
his education.

Both names were still be on the 
ballot in Tuesday’s primary, though 
Moesch had urged his supporters not 
to vote for him.

Had Moesch won the primary, 
it would have left Tauchen with no 
challenger on the ballot in Novem-
ber.

Sarnwick is making his second 
run against Tauchen after being 
defeated two years ago.

There was one other contested 
primary race covering the western 
portion of Shawano County.

In the District 35 Assembly race, 
Calvin Callahan appeared to have 
defeated Donald Nelson for the 
Republican nomination by a margin 
of 72-28% of the vote with 91% of 

precincts reporting.
Four Shawano County offices 

up for election in November had 
incumbents running unopposed for 
the Republican primary Tuesday.

District Attorney Greg Parker 
won 2,072 votes; County Clerk Pam 
Schmidt garnered 2,143; County 
Treasurer Deb Wallace had 2,139; 
and Register of Deeds Amy Dillen-
burg had 2,146.

Parker faces a challenge in No-
vember from Democratic opponent 
Aaron Damrau.
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Sarnwick expected winner of Democratic primary
He would face off against Tauchen for 6th District Assembly in November

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

CO U RT  N E W S
Recent proceedings in Shawano-

Menominee County Circuit Court:
• Zachary R. Wincensten, 22, of 

Shawano, was charged Aug. 11 with a 
felony count of driving or operating 
a vehicle without consent. He faces 
a maximum 3 1/2 years in prison and 
$10,000 fine if convicted. Wincensten 
was ordered held on a $5,000 cash 
bond set by Judge Thomas Grover 
and is due back in court for an ad-
journed initial appearance Sept. 14.

• Beatrice A. Zhuckkahosee, 34, of 
Bonduel, was charged Aug. 11 with 
a felony count of strangulation and 
suffocation and misdemeanor counts 
of domestic abuse-related battery 
and disorderly conduct. She could 
face a maximum six years in prison 

and $10,000 fine on the felony charge 
if found guilty. Zhuckkahosee was or-
dered held on a $1,000 cash bond set 
by Judge Thomas Grover and is due 
back in court for an adjourned initial 
appearance Sept. 8.

• Phillip D. Zettler, 38, of Rhine-
lander, was charged Aug. 11 with a 
felony count of misappropriating 
ID information to avoid penalty. He 
could face a maximum six years in 
prison and $10,000 fine if convicted. 
He was ordered held on a $1,000 cash 
bond set by Judge Thomas Grover 
and is due back in court for an ad-
journed initial appearance Sept. 8.

• Elmer J. Kakwitch, 37, of Shawa-
no, was charged Aug. 11 with a felony 
count of possession with intent to 

deliver amphetamine. He could face 
a maximum 12 1/2 years in prison and 
$25,000 fine if found guilty. Kakwitch 
was ordered held on a $1,500 cash 
bond set by Judge Thomas Grover 
and was scheduled for an adjourned 
initial court appearance on Aug. 31.

• Kyle W. Newton, 30, of Keshena, 
was charged Aug. 6 with a felony 
count of possession of narcotic 
drugs. He could face 3 1/2 years in 
prison and a $10,000 fine if con-
victed. Newton was ordered held on 
a $2,500 cash bond set by Judge Wil-
liam Kussel Jr. and was scheduled for 
an adjourned initial court appearance 
on Aug. 17.

• Chad E. Lamberies, 47, of 
Shawano, was charged Aug. 6 with 

a felony count of possession of 
methamphetamine. He could face 3 
1/2 years in prison and a $10,000 fine 
if convicted. 

Lamberies is free on a $2,500 
signature bond set by Judge William 
Kussel Jr. and was scheduled for an 
adjourned initial court appearance 
on Sept. 21.

• Dawn L. Soman, 32, of Crandon, 
was charged Aug. 6 with a felony 
count of possession of narcotic 
drugs. She could face 3 1/2 years in 
prison and a $10,000 fine if con-
victed. Soman was ordered held 
on a $2,000 cash bond set by Judge 
William Kussel Jr. and is due back in 
court for an adjourned initial appear-
ance Aug. 31.

P U B L I C  R E CO R D
SHAWANO POLICE 

DEPARTMENT
Aug. 10

Police logged 24 incidents, including 
a property damage hit-and-run in the 
200 block of East Green Bay Street; an 
internet fraud complaint in the 1100 block 
of East Richmond Street; a disturbance at 
ThedaCare Medical Center-Shawano, 100 
County Road B; property theft in the 1600 
block of Estates Lane; a drug complaint at 
Prairie and Franklin streets.
Aug. 9

Police logged 24 incidents, including 
a burglary to a garage in the 1700 block 
of Estates Lane; an intoxicated person 
complaint at Richmond and Lincoln 
streets.
Aug. 8

Police logged 21 incidents, including 
a drug complaint in the 1100 block of 

Waukechon Street; a property damage 
accident in the 1700 block of Estates 
Lane; property theft at Charlie’s County 
Market, 521 S. Main St.
Aug. 7

Police logged 24 incidents, including 
a 23-year-old man cited for operating 
after revocation at County Road B and 
Waukechon Street; property damage hit-
and-run in the 400 block of South Main 
Street; a property theft in the 1100 block 
of Waukechon Street; a disturbance at 
the Super 8 Motel, 211 Waukechon St.

SHAWANO COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

Aug. 10
Deputies logged 52 incidents, 

including an injury accident on County 
Road K in the Town of Waukechon; 
property theft complaints on Resort Road 
in the Town of Washington and Oakcrest 

Drive in the Town of Hartland; disorderly 
conduct on Maple Street in Birnamwood; 
a fleeing incident on Old Shawano 
Road in the Town of Pella; a domestic 
disturbance on State Street in Bonduel; 
a disturbance on River Bend Road in the 
Town of Belle Plaine.
Aug. 9

Deputies logged 53 incidents, 
including disturbances on U.S. Highway 
45 in the Town of Aniwa and River Road 
in Bowler; property theft on County 
Road CC in the Town of Waukechon and 
U.S. Highway 45 in the Town of Grant; 
a domestic disturbance on Magnolia 
Lane in Tigerton; a burglary on Green 
Bay Street in Bonduel; a drug complaint 
on County Road M in the Town of Belle 
Plaine; a domestic disturbance on 
Webb Street in Wittenberg; an assault 
complaint on County Road D in the Town 
of Pella.

Aug. 8
Deputies logged 41 incidents, 

including a 30-year-old woman arrested 
for operating while intoxicated on 
Bonduel Street in Cecil; a fraud complaint 
on Reed Street in Wittenberg; an assault 
complaint on Hemlock Road in the 
Town of Wittenberg; a vehicle reported 
stolen on Second Drive in the Town 
of Washington; criminal damage to 
property on County Road Y in the Town 
of Waukechon.
Aug. 7

Deputies logged 64 incidents, including 
disorderly conduct on Lake Drive in the 
Town of Wescott; an injury accident on 
County Road N in the Town of Almon; 
a counterfeit bill reported at the Kwik 
Trip, 102 W. Express Way in Bonduel; a 
domestic disturbance on Curt Black Road 
in the Town of Wescott; property theft on 
Trieglaff Road in the Town of Pella.
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Minutes for Board of Trustee Meeting
Tuesday, July 21, 2020

Meeting was called to order, at 6:00 pm, by Village President, William Switalla – Roll 

Call – Marlene Wepner   – present, Renee Switalla – present (arrived at 6:10), Barb Bu-

chholz – present, William Switalla – present, Sharon Beversdorf – present, David Timm 

– present, and Paul Yaeger – absent.   Also present:  Miriam Nelson, Thomas Krolow, 

Jared Hoekstra, Cynthia Aanonsen, Don Aanonsen, Pete Hoekstra, Paul Larzelere, 

Kathy Aanonsen, Jerry Aanonsen, Stuart Hanson, Lynn Brown, Paul Wickman, Casey 

Mavis, Hugh McAloon, Cindy Yaeger, Justin Nueske, Lynn Krueger, Ann Schmidt, 

Shannon Seegmiller, Joseph Seegmiller and George Seegmiller.

Beversdorf/Buchholz m/s/c to approve the July 7, 2020 regular meeting minutes.

W.Switalla/Beversdorf m/s/c to deviate as needed.

Buchholz/Beversdorf to approve the CSM for Bjornstad Estates lots 8, 9 and 10.  Roll 

call vote – all ayes.

Wepner/Buchholz to approve the ATV/UTV ordinance, with alternate route specified, 
and the addition of a residential access law allowing travel on any street to the nearest 

point of the approved route.   Roll call vote – all ayes.

Timm/R.Switalla to approve Resolution 2020-06 for the Jurisdictional offer to Homme 

Home for $3,200.  Roll call vote – all ayes.

R.Switalla/Buchholz to approve the interim bills for $5,077.86 and the audited bills for 

$9,638.44.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  Roll call vote – all ayes.

Timm/Buchholz to require masks, during business hours only, for the Village Communi-

ty Center until further notice.  Roll call vote – all ayes.

R.Switalla/Beversdorf m/s/c to adjourn at 7:08 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Traci Matsche

Village of Wittenberg Clerk/Treasurer WNAXLP

Minutes for Board of Trustee Meeting
Tuesday, July 7, 2020

Meeting was called to order, at 6:07 pm, by Acting Village President, Barb Buchholz 

– Roll Call – Marlene Wepner   – present, Renee Switalla – absent, Barb Buchholz – 

present, William Switalla – absent, Sharon Beversdorf – present, David Timm – pres-

ent, and Paul Yaeger – present.   Also present:  Miriam Nelson, Charity Fraaza, Linda 

Fletcher, Kristi Rowe Krolow, Thomas Krolow, Don Aanonsen, Cindy Aanonsen, Dick 

Beversdorf, Kathy Aanonsen, Jerry Aanonsen, Lynn Brown, Hugh McAloon, Paul Wick-

man, Judy Vreeland, Tim Vreeland, Ann Schmidt, Justin Nueske, Lynn Brown, Paul 

Larzelere, Dr. BA Beversdorf and Randy Thorson.

Buchholz/Timm m/s/c to approve the June 16, 2020 regular meeting minutes.

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the use of ATV/UTV’s on the Village streets.  

4 Village residents and 17 residents from the surrounding townships were in atten-

dance.  Don Aanonsen spoke for the group. The visitors stressed that allowing ATV/

UTV’s would be good for business, as outsiders can come in to the restaurants, bars, 

bowling etc.  It was agreed that they would put together a proposed route plan for the 

Village and that the Village would then put this route and a survey in the local paper, 

and on facebook, to get the local Village resident’s feelings about allowing ATV/UTV’s 

on Village streets.

Buchholz/Beversdorf m/s/c to deviate as needed.

Yaeger/Wepner m/s/c to allow the newly created WB Middle School softball team to 

use the VillaJe soItEall field Ior its JaPes, EeJinninJ 6prinJ oI �����

Timm/Buchholz to extend Tavern Front’s liquor license to the street for their pig roast 

weekend, July 17-19, with certain restrictions.  Roll call vote – 4 ayes with Beversdorf 

voting no.

Timm/Buchholz to extend Tavern Front’s liquor license to the street for their crab fest 

weekend, August 14-15, with certain restrictions.  Roll call vote – 4 ayes with Bevers-

dorf voting no.

Yaeger/Wepner to close Vinal St, from Webb to Prouty, for Tavern Front’s pig roast 

weekend, with certain restrictions.  Roll call vote – 4 ayes with Beversdorf voting no.

Timm/Buchholz to approve Resolution 2020-05 to suspend the agreement with the 

6hawano &ount\ 6heriII¶s oIfice eIIective AuJust �, �����  5oll call vote ± � no ± Po-

tion did not carry.

Yaeger/Buchholz to send a letter to the Shawano County Sheriff’s Department to 

discontinue the additional hours of service, due to CoVid budgeting issues.  Roll call 

vote – all ayes.

Buchholz/Yaeger to approve a $25 gift card of thanks for Sarah VonHaden for taking 

care oI the &oPPunit\ &enter Àower Eeds�  5oll call vote ± all a\es�

Buchholz/Wepner to approve the use of the Community Center, without cost, for Hom-

me Home board meetings thru the end of the year.  Roll call vote – all ayes.

Buchholz/Beversdorf to approve the interim bills for $151,607.10 and the audited bills 

for $6,075.61.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  Roll call vote – all ayes.

Yaeger/Wepner to approve Frank Wierzba as a Little League coach.  Roll call vote – all 

ayes.

Yaeger/Buchholz to approve Martenson & Eisele’s contract amendment for the Webb 

6t� proMect, dated -ul\ �, ����, Ior ��,����  5oll call vote ± all a\es�

Buchholz/BeversdorI P/s/c to adMourn at ���� pP�

Respectfully submitted,

Traci Matsche

Village of Wittenberg Clerk/Treasurer  WNAXLP

UW-Madison
The following students graduated 

from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison this spring: Cody Montez, 
Bowler, College of Engineering, 
Bachelor of Science-Electrical 
Engineering, Electrical Engineering; 
Maverick Bushman, Hatley, College 
of Agricultural & Life Sciences, Bach-
elor of Science-Agricultural Business 
Management, Agricultural Business 
Management; Kimberly Gums, Hat-
ley, College of Agricultural & Life 
Sciences, Bachelor of Science, Biol-
ogy; Anna Schaber, Hatley, School 
of Human Ecology, Bachelor of 
Science-Community and Nonprofit 
Leadership, Community and Non-

profit Leadership; Emily Strehlow, 
Hatley, School of Education, Bache-
lor of Science-Education, Elementary 
Education; Lyndsey Agar, Witten-
berg, College of Letters and Science, 
Bachelor of Arts, English.

UW-Oshkosh
The following students graduated 

from the University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh this spring: Bailee Ploeger, 
Birnamwood, College of Nursing, 
Nursing; Casey Neuman, Wittenberg, 
College of Nursing, Doctor of Nurs-
ing Practice — BSN to DNP, FNP, 
Primary Care; Braxton Potrykus, 
Wittenberg, College of Business, 
Management (Project Management).

Marquette University
The following students graduated 

from Marquette University in Mil-

waukee this spring: Jordyn Janikows-
ki, Hatley, Juris Doctor, Law; Emily 
Turzinski, Hatley, Juris Doctor, Law.

CO L L E G E  N OT E S
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Northcentral Technical Col-
lege will waive application fees for 
anyone who applies to the college 
for the fall 2020 semester. The NTC 
Foundation will cover the $30 appli-
cation fee for new applicants.

“We know that college-bound 
students are presented with unique 
obstacles while weighing their col-
lege options this fall,” said Shannon 
Livingston, dean of student success 
at NTC. “Our commitment to sup-
port student success has never been 

stronger, which is why we made the 
decision to waive application fees to 
help students get started locally.”

Students will have the opportu-
nity to select from a full menu of aca-
demic offerings, including in-person 
classes, virtual college courses that 
offer flexibility with self-paced 
lectures and assignments and hybrid 
courses offered through Zoom that 
provide more structured learning 
with set lecture times and deadlines.

Prospective students can meet 

with admissions staff by phone 
appointment, Zoom or in-person 
following socially distant guide-
lines. Walk-in appointments are also 
welcome at NTC’s Wausau campus. 
Visitors can expect to follow the 
same COVID-19 safety procedures 
that all staff follow including a brief 
survey, contactless temperature scan 
and masking upon entry.

NTC’s August walk-in schedule 
at the Wausau campus for admis-
sions, advising, career coaching and 

financial aid services will be from 
Monday through Thursday, 7:30 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., and Saturdays from 8 a.m. 
to noon.

Additionally, prospective students 
can get help at NTC’s regional cam-
pus in Phillips, Medford, Spencer, 
Antigo and Wittenberg by calling 
their local campus to make an ap-
pointment.

Prospective students are also en-
couraged to apply at no cost online 
by visiting www.ntc.edu/apply.

NTC waives application fees, fall semester begins Aug. 31

Visit us online at www.newmedia-wi.com
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I do enjoy historical fiction, so 
this week I selected an e-book from 

BookBub, “Not the 
Faintest Trace” by 
Wendy M. Wilson.

It is the first 
in her Sgt. Frank 
Hardy Mystery 
series set in New 
Zealand in the late 
1800s. The story 
opens with a small 
native family 
group attempting 

to escape pursuing troops. Before they 
can slip into the deep swamp, they 
are captured. The husband is killed, 
and the wife and another woman are 
taken away, leaving two little boys to a 
horrible death. Sgt. Hardy tried to stop 
the carnage but is ordered to move on 
with the other troops.

Shortly after that, Frank left the 
military, but the memory has haunted 
him ever since. Frank is an imposing 
and roughly handsome Englishman 
with a strong sense of right and wrong. 
During his service, he came to under-
stand and respect the native Maori 
people and their attachment to their 
ancestral lands.

Deciding he’d had enough of sense-
less brutality, he took a job driving the 
mail coach between the villages and 
settlements spread along the river. The 
job bores him, and he wants something 
more challenging. The sparsely settled 
areas made settlers targets for thieves 
and the occasional cold-blooded killer, 
and those new to New Zealand were 
prone to getting horribly lost in the 
bush. Frank knew he’d be good at han-
dling such cases, but he wasn’t ready 
to make an attempt at starting his own 
private investigating business.

Two young men recently disap-
peared near the river. Most believe 
they drowned, but neither body had 
been found. The reader soon knows 
what happened to one of the boys, but 
not the other one. Pieter Sorenson, 
a relative of the boys, asks Frank to 
search for them so the family can have 
closure. Frank reluctantly agrees but 
gets more interested after meeting 
Pieter’s sister-in-law Metta Jensen.

Metta is more handsome and sturdy 
than pretty, and she has a sharp mind. 
She’s eager to learn all about the edible 
plants in her new country and often 
heads into the nearby bush to forage. 
Metta’s family tries to convince her to 

stay in the clearing, but she goes out 
whenever she can. Metta gets a terrible 
fright when confronted by a fierce, 
native-looking man who tries to take a 
piglet that she has killed.

She is thrilled to learn that Frank 
will be searching for the boys because 
she has a secret crush on him. Metta 
finally confesses that Gottlieb Larson, 
one of the men on the road crew, tried 
to rape her. Frank finds the man, beats 
him badly and makes a murderous 
enemy in the process. Now he has to 
watch for both the vengeful Maori 
warrior and the crazed Larson.

Metta is sent to bring back Pieter’s 
widowed sister, so she rides the mail 
coach with Frank. The woman refuses 
her offer, so Metta joins Frank for the 
return trip. Larson ambushes them 
at the edge of a deep gorge. After a 
harrowing struggle, Frank hits Larson 
with a native tomahawk and he falls 
into the river.

Frank gets along 
well with the local 
police, but the head 
of the Constabulary 
is openly hostile 
toward him. So, 
to protect Metta 
from the shame of 
the near rape, they 
decide to tell no one 

about the attack. Frank finally learns 
that the Maori warrior is Anahera, a 
brother to one of the women taken 
that fateful day. He has sworn to kill 
all who wear the “Die Hard” military 
insignia.

After a terrible battle, Anahera is 
subdued and taken to a far-off prison. 
Later, the body of one boy is found, 
but not the other. Only Anahera knows 
what happened. The book ends with 
a strange epilogue that creates more 
questions than answers. I doubt I’ll 
bother to read the next one. Too little 
history and too many loose ends for 
me.

Your public library can supply all 
the endings you want. Cliffhangers to 
neat package finales are all available. 
Just make plans to stop by soon so you 
can check it out.
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