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Senior goals go unrealized
Bowler senior baseball player 
Dylan Bierman can’t achieve his 
dreams due to the coronavirus.

PAGE 22

Bierman baseball 
season upended

Superintendent Garrett 
Rogowski explains current 
plans for graduation, prom and 
summer school for WBSD.

PAGE 4

Timeline for the end 
of the school year

Jan Jones reviews a light-
hearted mystery about a newly 
dead man who can’t move on to 
the afterlife until he finds out 
who murdered him.

PAGE 38

Light mysteries  
for heavy times

Meet Rich Olson
WBSD has a new board 
member. Olson replaces Dennis 
Rew, who served on the board 
for 28 years.

PAGE 2

SPRING HAS SPRUNG, THE SEASON HAS BEGUN
Schairer’s Greenhouse in Birnamwood opened last weekend, but Saturday — the day before Mother’s Day — is generally the biggest sales day of the month. 
Owner Karen Schairer primps the geraniums in preparation for what she hopes will be a good season. SEE MORE ON PAGE 20. MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA
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Due to the many disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Wittenberg Enterprise and Birnamwood News is now published 
on Fridays. In it you’ll find updates about the coronavirus and its 
impact on life in northeastern Wisconsin, and more local news. 
You’ll also find regular updates at www.newmedia-wi.com. 
Thank you for your purchase, your subscription and your support.
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Q: What is your work/educa-
tion background?

A: I work at Kolbe Windows and 
Doors in Wausau and have for the 
last 18 years. I hold a bachelor’s 
degree in industrial management 
along with several information 
technology degrees and certifi-
cates. I am currently working in the 
information technology department 
at Kolbe. I am a proud graduate 
from Wittenberg-Birnamwood High 
School – Class of 1991.

Q: Where are you from?
A: I was born and raised in 

Birnamwood. I’ve been married to 
my wife, Megan, for five years. We 
met through online dating, which 
we like to joke about since we’re 
both from Birnamwood. My oldest 
daughter, Marcianna, is currently 
attending University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point – Wausau and will be 
starting her third year at UWSP in 
the fall for education. My young-
est daughter, Abigail, is a senior at 
Athens High School and then will 
be attending University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison with an Army ROTC 
scholarship and will be focusing on 
business for her education. I enjoy 
being outdoors and hunt waterfowl 
and deer in the fall and am an um-
pire for baseball and softball in the 
spring. I got the inspiration to take 
on umpiring from my father-in-law, 
Jim Rew. You might see us umpir-
ing together at Birnamwood BABA 
games.

Q: What’s your basic philoso-
phy for learning?

A: I’m a lifelong learner, hav-
ing joined the military after high 
school, going into the workforce, 
working toward a degree and now 
pursuing classes to stay up to date. 
I believe that when it comes to 
quality education, it is a team effort 
between faculty, administration, the 
student and the parents/family to 
give each and every student the op-
portunity to succeed. I also believe 
that quality education includes a 
variety of coursework and extra-
curricular opportunities, which are 
important to prepare young people 
for post-high school life — whether 

that’s additional education, the mili-
tary or the workforce.

Q: What motivated you to join 
the school board?

A: I grew up in Birnamwood, 
left the community for a time, and 
moved back because I love what 
our small communities stand for 
when it comes to looking out for 
one another and wanting others 
to succeed. I am at a point in my 
life where my daughters are taking 
the next steps in their lives, and I 
wanted to be able to keep giving 
back to the communities where I 
grew up and offer what I can to be 
part of working to continue to be 
successful.

Q: What do you hope to bring 
to the board?

A: I want to continue the support 
that’s needed for students, faculty 
and all staff to be successful. I hope 
to bring fresh ideas and a different 
perspective, drawing on my profes-
sional experience in technology.

Q: What do you hope to get 
from serving on the board?

A: I feel that the education I 
received when growing up in the 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood School 
District made me ready to be suc-
cessful in life. I want to continue 
that for all students and families. 
This is an unprecedented time in 
our communities and will take some 
“out-of-the-box” ideas to continue 
the success that this district has 
done to keep going forward. By 
serving on the board, I hope to get 
an opportunity to give back to the 
community that is my home and to 
be part of the solution for whatever 
may come our way.

Q: Which area do you serve 
and how should your constitu-
ents reach you?

A: I reside in and represent 
the village of Birnamwood on the 
school board. Constituents can 
reach me by email, rolson@witt-
birn.k12.wi.us, or by calling me at 
715-370-5370.

Q: You took over the position 
Dennis Rew held for 28 years, 
and he approached you; what did 
he say to encourage you to serve?

A: Dennis was asking me for a 
couple of years if I was interested 
in running for the school board. 

I thought about it and with both 
of my daughters in high school, I 
wanted to be able to attend as many 
of their activities as I could. When 
Dennis asked me again this year and 
after talking it over with my wife, I 
decided the time was right as now 
I can devote the time needed to be 
a successful board member, since 
my daughters are not in high school 
anymore. Dennis said to me that he 
had confidence that I would bring a 
level head to the school board and 
would look at each issue and topic 
with the maturity and knowledge to 
make sure that each student had the 
opportunity to be successful during 
their time as a student. Getting that 
vote of confidence from Dennis was 
a great feeling and pushed me to say 
yes to running for school board.

Q: Do you serve in any other 
areas?

A: I am currently a council mem-
ber of Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Birnamwood, an active member of 
the Darling-Gunderson American 
Legion Post No. 341 and the chair-
man for the Softball and Baseball 
Committees of the Central Wiscon-
sin Officials Association.

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com
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New WBSD board member 
represents Birnamwood
By MIRIAM NELSON

Richard M. Olson Jr. was elected to the Witten-
berg-Birnamwood School Board in April. He re-
placed Dennis Rew, who represented the village 
of Birnamwood for 28 years. 
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I’m a procrastinator by nature, and 
I can tell you of many times when I 
had a feeling that even though I was 
late in doing something or going 
somewhere that it actually worked 
out to my advantage to having waited 
too long.

I’m also not a morning person but 
can, when necessary, get up early to 
get somewhere at a hour known only 
to God and the early birds who love 
those worms.

I’m not prone to conspiracy theo-
ries or burdened with bouts of para-
noia. But this Webb Street project has 
tested my resolve enough to wonder 
if someone, somewhere is conspiring 
against me.

Being proactive is not in my na-
ture, but knowing there would be a 
disruption to my normal street access 
during this project, I thought I could 
go against my nature and be a better 
citizen of the world.

Taking pictures to document this 
project is part of the historian, as 
well as the reporter, in me. I’ve been 
outside on a regular basis, talking to 
the workers in charge to keep tabs on 
the progress.

One day, I knew I would have 

to be out of 
the house and 
heading to my 
destination by 7 
a.m. the follow-
ing morning, so 
I made sure the 
man in charge of 
chopping down 
the trees knew 
that information. 
I was assured 

that they would finish cutting the 
trees that same day, and that another 
company would be by to pick up the 
trunks and the branches.

I took a break late in the day and 
looked out my front door to find that 
not only had the tree choppers gone 
for the day, but they had also piled a 
huge stack of limbs in my driveway! 
I’m not sure why they chose that 
particular place to stack them; there 
were certainly other places they could 
have chosen, and I was glad I didn’t 
need to be anywhere that night. The 
other company did manage to get the 
branches removed so I could leave 
by 7:30 a.m., but I’m not good in the 
morning, and anxious isn’t a pretty 
color on me.

The next part of the project in-
volved turning off my water and hav-
ing them hook up an alternative water 
line. Again, I approached the one in 
charge and let him know I wasn’t 
going to be around for this event, so 
he had one of his workers show me 
how to shut off the water main in my 
house.

I wrote myself two notes — one 
on my bathroom mirror and one on 
my back door — to remind myself to 
do that before leaving, again at an un-
naturally early hour. Fortunately, my 
neighbor was outside that morning, 
and as we chatted I remembered that 
I had not done my water shut-off duty 
and trudged back in before hitting the 
road.

Having been told that there would 
be road access for us during this proj-
ect, I didn’t stop to think about the 
weather interfering with that access. 
The steady rains made it impossible 
for me to drive through the pond that 
once was my street. I’m lucky that my 
backyard has a small path that leads 
to the side road and managed to get 
my car on to the side road with mini-
mal divine intervention.

Returning home from a weekend 
away, I decided to park my car on the 
side road and walk through the back-
yard. This proved to be a very wise 
decision, since I noticed piles and 
piles of gravel in my driveway. I know 
they have to put the raw materials 
somewhere, but I am getting a little 
paranoid that the best place always 
seems to be my driveway.

It was also a little disconcerting to 
have no water when I returned. Had I 
done something to offend the work-
ers? Am I working off some crazed 
karmic debt? Who can say? Fortu-
nately, my neighbor found a valve the 
workers had forgotten to open on the 
temporary line, and all was right with 
the world again.

I’m not certain, but I think the 
combination of being proactive with 
informing workers of my plans and 
having some early morning departure 
times is working too much against my 
natural order of things. Or it could be 
they’re really out to get me!

Paranoia or just bad luck?

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg 
Enterprise & Birnamwood News. Readers can contact 

her at mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

MIRIAM NELSON

Muscha gets WICPA 
accounting scholarship

Amanda Muscha, a Birnamwood 
resident and Montana State Universi-
ty-Bozeman student, has received the 
2020 LeRoy C. Schmidt 150-Hour Ac-
counting Scholarship in the amount 
of $2,500, awarded by the Wisconsin 
Institute of Certified Public Accoun-
tants Educational Foundation Inc.

The scholarship, named after 
former WICPA Executive Director 
LeRoy C. Schmidt, CPA, helps fund 

the 150-hour education requirement 
to obtain a CPA license. Students 
must complete 150 hours of post-
secondary education including an 
undergraduate degree, plus addition-
al coursework or a master’s degree. 
Muscha is one of 12 college students 
to receive the Schmidt scholarship 
this year. The foundation’s scholar-
ship selection committee chose the 
recipients based on their academic 
achievement, community service, 
personal statement and recommen-
dation letters.
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I hope this letter finds all commu-
nity members doing well as we close 
out the month of April and enter the 
final stage of this very non-traditional 
school year. I know there are many 
school-related questions that stu-
dents and parents in particular may 
still have, and the intent of this letter 
is to clarify as much as possible 
regarding all school-related informa-
tion that is available to us at this time.

thank all of you for your flexibility 
with this process and are very ap-
preciative for the support our parents 
have provided in working to make 
the best of this virtual/at-home in-

to provide instruction in this manner 

will continue to reach out to students 
regarding weekly academic expecta-
tions.

planning for a traditional graduation 

-
tainly subject to 
change, but we 
want to plan for 
this and adjust as 
needed.

awards ceremo-

we are planning 
on hosting the 
senior awards 

coming weeks.

schools are not able to provide 
traditional summer school options 

are still required to follow the group 
assembly restrictions set by the state. 

on summer school programming and 
communicate that to all parents by 
mid-May. If we are able to provide 
summer school programming this 
year, it will start no earlier than July 

6. It is important to note, however, 
that we have full intentions to pro-
vide drivers ed classroom instruction 
in either July or August — virtually 
or in-house, depending on what is 
allowable.

-
nior class an opportunity to make up 

planning on providing some form of 
an eighth grade recognition program. 
Your building principals will be 
contacting you regarding the delivery 
format.

-

and 6, parents will be able to pick up 
-

each day. No appointment is needed.

-
tinue providing breakfast and lunch 
options for students on the Mondays, 

above regarding graduation, senior 
awards and summer school is very 
subject to change and dependent 
on permissions granted to school 
districts concerning physical distanc-
ing and community gathering. If you 
have any questions regarding the 
plans and intentions listed above or 
anything else that we may not have 
clarified, do not hesitate to contact 

building principal. Again, thank you 
for the continued support you are 
providing your children during this 
time, and we look forward to getting 
back to normal operation as soon as 
possible.

Tentative plans for the end of a non-traditional school year

Garrett Rogowski is the superintendent of the 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood School District.

GARRETT ROGOWSKI

This is the Friday-only COVID-19 Journal version of NEW Media’s Shawano Leader, Wittenberg  
Enterprise & Birnamwood News and Oconto County Times Herald. Find us online at www.newmedia-wi.com
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WAUSAU — Aspirus now has 
the capability to provide COVID-19 
testing for an increased number of 
patients.

Any patient who displays symp-
toms of the virus can be tested after 
being screened. Previously, tests were 
reserved for patients meeting specific 

criteria.
“This is a big step forward in mak-

ing our community a safer place,” said 
Deakin Washatko, Aspirus System 
laboratory director. “This expanded 
testing will let symptomatic patients 
know if they are infected with CO-
VID-19, as well as help Aspirus open 

up more procedures.”
The limited number of tests in the 

area led to the postponement of many 
medical procedures. Aspirus can now 
begin to evaluate some cases and 
potentially bring those patients in for 
appropriate care.

“This testing will also help area 

businesses get back to work,” said 
Washatko.

Anyone experiencing COVID-19 
symptoms should first call their pri-
mary care provider. If that provider 
is unavailable, patients can call the 
Aspirus COVID-19 call center at 844-
568-0701.

Aspirus to expand COVID-19 testing

WITTENBERG — Janus, the two-
headed goat, died Monday, accord-
ing to owners at Nueske Farms 
LLC.

The unusual goat was born April 
5. While there was no expectation 
of a long life, the goat had seemed 
to be making progress, according 
to updates on the Nueske Farms 
Facebook page.

They named the goat Janus after 
the Roman mythological god that is 
usually represented with two faces 
— one to look to the future, and 
one to look to the past.

Janus could not walk on his own, 
but the staff made an exercise ma-
chine for him out of a baby jumper, 
and he was being bottle fed daily.

His arrival had generated world-
wide interest.

Two-headed goat dies Two Bowler seniors 
receive scholarships
A $10,000 Herb Kohl Educational 

Foundation 2020 Excellence Scholar-
ship has been awarded to each of two 
Bowler High School seniors by Herb 
Kohl, Wisconsin philanthropist and 
businessman.

Recipient Alyssa Strassburg is the 

daughter of Jeffrey and Jennifer Stras-
sburg, and Saige Corso is the daugh-
ter of Bryan and Theresa Corso.

The Herb Kohl Initiative Scholar-
ship recognizes students who have 
demonstrated a high level of motiva-
tion, have shown strong promise for 
achieving success in college and be-
yond and have overcome significant 
personal obstacles or adversity.

This is the Friday-only COVID-19 Journal version of  
NEW Media’s Shawano Leader, Wittenberg Enterprise & 

Birnamwood News and Oconto County Times Herald.  
Find us online at www.newmedia-wi.com
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BIRNAMWOOD — The work to get 
Schairer’s Greenhouse ready for its 
May 2 opening started months ago, ac-
cording to owner Karen Schairer. Due 
to the pandemic, this year’s prepara-
tions included extra steps to get the 
oh-so beautiful Birnamwood green-
house ready for social distancing and a 
new way of doing business.

“Traditionally, the Saturday before 
Mother’s Day is our busiest day,” 
Schairer said. “But who knows what it 
will be like this year?”

Signs encourage greenhouse 
customers to stay 6 feet apart. Her 
checkout counter has been moved 
outside to a tent that she utilizes at 
farmers markets. Hanging baskets are 
outside on racks, and potted bowls of 
succulents and flowers are scattered 
across the yard.

The closure of schools back in 
March has helped lighten the workload 
somewhat for Schairer, whose children 
are ages 17, 15, 13 and 9.

“With the kids home to help me 
move plants inside the greenhouse at 
night, it will be easier to do this,” she 
said.

The pandemic has also shifted her 
planning for the summer growing sea-
son, she said. “I’ve doubled the amount 
of vegetables and tomato plants for the 
greenhouse this year,” said Schairer. 
“I’m thinking more people will be 
home now and have more time to 
spend gardening.”

Her other greenhouse carries a 
huge selection of annuals and succu-
lents. According to Schairer, succu-
lents have gained in popularity in the 
past couple of years because they have 
a unique look and are easy to maintain.

Fairy gardens are fun for the young 
gardeners, and the example her 9-year-
old daughter created is on display to 
inspire others, said Schairer.

“We sell the fairies, hedgehogs, 
button flowers, bridges, and all sorts 
of miniatures to help create a fairy 
garden,” said Schairer. “I also like to 
encourage kids to decorate with bits 
of jewelry and other decorative items 
to help put their own stamp on their 
gardens.”

Her daughter found bits of moss in 
the forest to create green landscaping. 

Schairer noted that there are lots of 
ideas on the internet that she utilizes 
to give her customers ideas on how to 
customize their own gardens and pots 
of flowers and succulents.

Even with social distancing guide-
lines in place, Schairer said it isn’t 
clear how the pandemic will affect her 
business this year. Older customers or 
those who are at risk due to chronic 
medical conditions are encouraged 
to call the greenhouse and schedule 
an after-hours appointment, or make 
arrangements with Schairer to shop 
on Mondays when the greenhouse is 
closed to the public.

People can call or text Schairer or 
send a message on their Facebook page 
if they have concerns about shopping, 
are looking for specific items or would 
like to place an order for pickup, she 
said.

Schairer, who has had a stand at 
the Antigo farmers market in summer, 

said she is interested to see how that 
will be handled this year. According 
to Schairer, she heard the Wausau 
farmers market is already open using 
drive-up and pre-placed orders to ac-
commodate social distancing practices.

Looking to the future, Schairer said 
she is currently planning to open Au-
tumn Acres, her fall farm destination, 
and is proceeding with the pumpkin 

farm as scheduled. The corn maze and 
weekend themes make it a popular 
place for families to enjoy, and live 
music is a highlight.

“I’m going to plan for us to have a 
full season, but it will be interesting to 
see what happens over the next few 
months,” said Schairer.

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

Open for business and ready for the season
Schairer’s Greenhouse 

follows COVID-19 
safety guidelines

By MIRIAM NELSON

Popular fairy garden projects allow kids to be creative while learning to garden. Schairer’s Greenhouse in Birnamwood has several fairies, accessories and 
succulent plants available. 

AT A GLANCE
WHAT: Schairer’s Autumn Acres & Greenhouse
WHERE: 17908 Ranch Road, Birnamwood
WHEN: closed Mondays; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Tuesdays; 1-5 p.m. Wednesdays; 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays; 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Sundays

FYI: 715-573-8397, www.schairersautumnacres.com 
or find them on Facebook

One of several hedgehogs is on display in the fairy garden at Schairer’s Greenhouse in Birnamwood.
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CO U RT  N E W S
Editor’s note: You have the right to 

read court and public record informa-
tion. This information is available to 
anyone from the agencies involved. The 
summaries on this page are protected 
by copyright and may not be repub-
lished or posted digitally without 
permission.

Recent proceedings in Shawano-
Menominee County Circuit Court:

-

-

-

dangerous weapon and possession 

-

-

-
-

-

-
-

a maximum six years in prison and 
-

-

and maintaining a drug trafficking 

-

-

-

-

P U B L I C  R E CO R D
SHAWANO POLICE 

DEPARTMENT
May 4

May 3

May 2

May 1

April 30

April 29

April 28

SHAWANO COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

May 4

May 3

May 2

May 1

April 30

April 29

April 28

NEWS TIP? EMAIL US!
wittenberg@newmedia-wi.com
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BOWLER — While some high 
school seniors will get the chance 
to play sports again at the collegiate 
level, others are preparing to focus 
solely on their college degrees or 
work. Bowler senior Dylan Bierman 
falls under the second category, and 
it disappoints him that his time play-
ing baseball in high school has come 
to a close.

Bierman was coming off a junior 
season in which he landed on the 
Central Wisconsin Conference-
North Division honorable mention 
team. He drove in nine runs and 
stole five bases in conference play, 
helping the Panthers to second place 
in the conference.

Q: When did your interest in 
baseball begin?

A: In all honesty, it started prob-
ably when I was just a little thing, 
probably around 6 (years old). I 
was raised in a baseball family. 
My dad (Jesse) played baseball his 
whole life — he was basically an 
original sandlot kid. It passed down 
from my older brothers (Wesley, 
Cole) to me. We all just play base-
ball.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the baseball season?

A: The thrill you get of just play-
ing the game and the enjoyment of 
it. It’s just something I’ve always 
loved. I love being around people 
and just playing the game.

Q: Talk me through your emo-
tions when the WIAA officially 
canceled the spring season.

A: In all honesty, it didn’t bother 
me right away, because I was like, “I 
played a lot of baseball in my life.” 
But after a couple days of not play-
ing it, it started to get to me, I’m not 
going to lie. It started bothering me 
because all I looked forward to in 

the spring was baseball.
I work out. I make sure I get nice 

and strong and in shape for this sea-
son, and then all of a sudden, it’s just 
ended because of a virus.

Q: How disappointing is it not 
to be able to play your senior 
season?

A: Since it was my last year, I 
was really looking forward to it. I’ve 
really been improving in my game. 
This last year, I was going to try and 
achieve a lot of my goals.

I feel that high school is the only 
time they actually pay attention to 
the things you do. I play BABA, and 
when you do something for BABA, 
it’s not recorded. It’s not in a little 
history book or the news. You do it, 
and then that’s it.

But high school, once you do it, 
people will remember it and it will 
be passed down as stories. Basically, 

that got cut short and that really 
sucked.

Q: Knowing what it feels like 
to have a season erased, what 
kind of advice would you give to 
younger athletes as they prepare 
for future seasons?

A: To go at it as hard as you can. 
You gotta keep pushing for it and 
enjoy the season as much as pos-
sible. Enjoy every game like it’s your 
last, because a virus could come 
along and knock out your whole 
season like it happened to me.

Q: The WIAA left some sum-
mertime playing options out 
there. Is that something you 
would be interested in, even if it 
means you only get to play a few 
games?

A: I would love to try, but in all 
honesty, I’m going to be working a 
lot. When you graduate, life starts. 

You got to be an adult. You got to 
get a job and start paying for things.

But if I could, you’re damn right I 
would. I would give anything just to 
play a couple more games with my 
teammates.

Q: What have the past several 
weeks been like for you person-
ally?

A: Pretty crappy, honestly. Just 
being stuck in a house all day. I get 
out and ride horse and work with 
my horses, but that gets redundant 
after a while, and it just starts to get 
to your head. You get in this slump 
where you’re just doing the same 
thing every day.

Q: What’s your favorite memo-
ry of competing on the Bowler 
baseball team?

A: I’m a starting pitcher — so it 
was my first year playing, and Brad 
Brei brought me in to relieve for 
Riley Mohawk. I pitched the rest of 
the innings, and I struck out eight in 
a row. Sat ‘em all down on strikes.

Q: Favorite TV show, movie 
and musical artist?

A: TV show — “Yellowstone.” 
Movie — “Tombstone.” Musical 
artist — Oh, that’s a tough one. Ryan 
Bingham.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
to do when you are not in school 
or competing in a high school 
sport?

A: Working with my horses; I 
love it. It was more of a hobby be-
fore, and then it just started growing 
into a passion. Just like baseball.

AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  DY L A N  B I E R M A N

Bowler senior won’t get chance to achieve goals

Bowler’s Dylan Bierman swings at a pitch during a 2019 Central Wisconsin Conference-North Division 
game against Manawa in Bowler. 

AT A GLANCE
ATHLETE: Dylan Bierman
SPORT: Baseball
POSITIONS: Pitcher, left field
SCHOOL: Bowler High School
YEAR: Senior

S P O RT S



FRIDAY, MAY 8, 2020 PAGE 37

WisDOT offers new ways 
to obtain driver licenses 

without visiting DMV
MADISON — The Wisconsin 

Department of Transportation (Wis-
DOT) announced on May 5 that there 
will be two pilot programs that will 
safely address a backlog of demand.

The first pilot program is for eli-
gible persons with a Wisconsin driver 
license will be able to renew it online.

The second pilot program will 
allow individuals under age 18, who 
successfully complete their required 
training and have the endorsement 
of a parent or guardian will be able to 
get their probationary driver license 
without completing a road test.

The pilot programs begin May 11. 
Each program eliminates the need for 
in-person visits to a Department of 
Motor Vehicles (DMV) service center 
by enabling drivers to complete the 
tasks online. The pilots allow the pub-
lic to get service more quickly while 
maintaining safety.

Online driver license renewal 
Due to COVID-19, approximately 

80,000 people whose driver license 
expired have received an extension 
to renew. Those extensions, with late 
fees waived, expire July 25, 2020. This 
pilot program allows many customers 
who have delayed visiting a DMV to 
renew their driver license quickly and 
easily online at wisconsindmv.gov/
renewDL.

To be eligible for this program, 
drivers must meet all the following:

-
lar (Class D) driver license (Commer-
cial Driver Licenses do not qualify).

their vision since the last renewal.
Customers who renew online will 

receive a confirmation email they can 
print and use until their new card ar-

renewal fee remains the same. After 
the next normal renewal cycle of eight 
years, customers will need to visit a 
DMV for a new photo to complete the 
renewal.

Renewing online may not be an op-
tion for everyone. While the deadline 
for a REAL ID has been extended one 
year to Oct. 1, 2021, customers wanting 
a driver license that is REAL ID-com-
pliant will need to visit a DMV Cus-

ID designation on a driver license or 
ID, travelers will need another form 
of identification, like a passport, for 
domestic air travel.

Road test waivers 
DMV typically conducts ap-

proximately 2,100 road tests per week. 

for people under the age of 18, with 98 
percent passing their road test on their 
first or second attempt. Wisconsin also 
has a Graduated Driver License (GDL) 
law that places strict expectations on 
drivers under 18. The GDL require-
ments have improved safety and will 
remain in place.

Beginning May 11, road tests may 

complete the required training and 
have their parent or guardian sign the 
road test waiver. The criteria these 
drivers must meet to be granted a pro-
bationary driver license in Wisconsin 
include:

· They must hold an Instruction 
Permit, also known as a Learners 
Permit, violation free for at least six 
months prior to testing

· They must have completed driver 
education classes

· They have completed behind-the-
wheel training with a licensed instruc-
tor

· They have completed at least 30 
hours of driving with their parent/
sponsor and their sponsor signs the 
road test waiver

The restrictions of a probationary 
graduated driver license still apply for 
at least nine months.

Parents or guardians are vital to 
ensuring novice drivers are equipped 
to safely drive. The waiver is not man-
datory. Parents who opt to have their 
young driver take a road test at a DMV 
may schedule that appointment online 
beginning May 8.

road test requests; 10,000 of those will 
be eligible for the road test waiver.

Road test appointments can be 
made online beginning, May 8. Test-
ing, by appointment only, begins May 

mid-March due to COVID-19. After 
the exam, novice drivers will order 
their license online from home and 
the card will be sent within 10 busi-
ness days.
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This “sheltering in place” has me 
choosing light-hearted books. This 
week, I selected Pamela DuMond’s 
“Cupcakes, Lies and Dead Guys” 
from her Annie Graceland Myster-
ies series.

Annie Rose Graceland Piccolino 
grew up in Wisconsin and probably 
would have stayed there, but her 
handsome husband, Mike, con-
vinced her to move to Los Angeles 
so he could pursue his modeling/
acting career. Annie’s skills as a 
pastry chef allowed her to work 
anywhere, and her Piccolino’s Pas-
tries were featured in several eater-
ies. Annie’s other skill is one she’d 
rather not have; she inherited her 
grandmother’s mildly psychic abili-
ties. Once in a while, she’ll touch 
someone and get an “other-worldly” 
vibe about them.

As the story opens, it is Valen-
tine’s Day. Mike is out of town, and 
Annie is rushing to a doctor ap-
pointment. It is a visit that will rock 
her world in ways she could never 
imagine.

First, she gets the news that she’s 
unlikely to ever conceive. Then she 
receives an envelope filled with 
pictures of her husband and another 
man, Derrick Fuller, in compromis-
ing positions. Annie immediately 
notifies Mike that she’s filing for di-

vorce, summons 
her best friends 
Grady and Julia 
and makes plans 
to move into a 
tiny bungalow in 
a seedy part of 
town.

Derrick Fuller 
is well known. 
He built a lucra-
tive career as 

the author of “I Promise” books, in 
which he offers advice on every-
thing from weight loss to career 
success. His popularity has waned, 
but he’s convinced he can get back 
on top with a new manager.

While Annie is packing, Der-
rick is in the middle of a poorly 
attended lecture when he is shot in 
butt by the angry father of a client. 
Later that evening, he is lounging 
by his pool wearing only a purple 
thong. Not long after eating one of 
his favorite Piccolino’s cupcakes, 
Derrick Fuller dies, but he doesn’t 
realize it until his body is taken to 
the morgue. To his shock, he learns 
that he died from cyanide poison in 
the cupcake, making Annie Picco-
lino the prime suspect.

Apparently, Derrick can’t move 
on to the afterlife until he finds out 
who killed him. A series of events 

connects him with Annie, and she is 
not happy about having a thong-clad 
ghost hanging around — especially 
a ghost that had an affair with her 
husband. When she tries to use 
a spell to get rid of Derrick, she 
messes up and the two are bonded 
until Derrick’s killer is found.

Sadly, the list of people who 
disliked him is long. Thus, begins 
an often-hilarious investigation into 
Derrick’s life where Annie learns 
things she’d rather not know. Even-
tually, she discovers that several 
others have received compromising 
photos with Derrick, and they’ve all 
been photo-shopped.

Someone is trying to widen the 
list of suspects. Annie is desperate 
to get rid of Derrick, so she dog-
gedly follows the leads until she 
finds the culprit. The confrontation 
answers all her questions but puts 
her in mortal danger. As expected, 
Annie is saved by the two officers 
who first questioned her as a sus-
pect. The story ends while Annie is 
examining a relationship with one 

of the cops when Derrick suddenly 
reappears.

Apparently, he has work to do 
before he can move into the after-
life. That leads us to book No. 2 in 
the series.

Books that stand alone or are 
part of a series offer great reading 
choices. Your public library has 
them all. For now, you can go online 
and check them out.

No rest for the newly dead  
or for the psychic who sees him

AT A GLANCE
BOOK: “Cupcakes, Lies and Dead Guys”
AUTHOR: Pamela Sue DuMond
PUBLISHER: Pamela DuMond Media
PUBLISHED: Jan. 7, 2014
PAGES: 303

JAN JONES

Wet work  
on pipe project

Into each life a little rain must fall. The rainy 
weather the last week in April did little to dis-
courage the crew in charge of laying down the wa-
ter and sewer pipes on the Webb Street project. 
Water is being piped in to each house through 
temporary lines until work on the new pipes is 
completed. The entire project which includes new 
sidewalks and road should be completed in May.
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