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Three local quilters have 
been making and donating 
masks made of quality 
fabric remnants. 
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News editor Miriam Nelson 
contemplates reading her 
collection of books that 
have deep meaning while 
being easily distracted.
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Quilters come  
to the rescue         

Is it time for 
deep reflection?         

Pharmacy  
gives gift of 
hand sanitizer
Gwidt Pharmacy is making 
and giving away hand 
sanitizer for first responders 
and customers.
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READY AND WAITING FOR VOTERS

ENTERPRISE
WITTENBERG

& BIRNAMWOOD NEWS

The village of Wittenberg took precautions to protect voters and poll workers by hanging clear plastic curtains to separate them at the check-in point.
MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA
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WITTENBERG — Gwidt Pharmacy 
is open and serving customers with 
precautions to keep both staff and 
customers safe from COVID-19.

By closing the store but keep-
ing the drive-up window open for 
business, pharmacist Shane Resch is 
hoping to keep exposure to the virus 
to a minimum.

Resch noted that they have only 
ever totally closed once and that was 
a couple of years ago when there was 
a gas line problem and the area had 
to be evacuated. Resch plans to keep 
normal business hours of 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday.

Business as usual now consists of 
people calling in their prescriptions 
ahead of time and picking up through 
the drive-up window. Besides Resch 
there is another full time and two 
part time pharmacists on staff to 
answer any questions.

If other over the counter products 
or gift items are needed, they can be 
requested as well. Any order that is 
too large to fit through the window 
will be set outside the door for cus-
tomers to pick up after the staff are 
back inside. If mobility is an issue the 
staff are able to deliver to the car.

Resch is grateful for the friends 
who have volunteered to make help 
make deliveries to homebound cus-
tomers. So far he’s been able to do 
free deliveries within a 15-mile radius 
to people who are quarantined or 
worried about exposure.

“I’m more concerned about our 
response to it than the virus,” said 
Resch.

He noted that people in general 
are a little more nervous than usual. 
People are very accepting of the situ-
ation and seem to be willing to adapt 
to changes in their routine, which is 
most likely due to small-town living 
and a Midwest attitude of common 
sense, according to Resch.

One way of giving back to the 
community is to provide hand 
sanitizer, and Resch will give away 4 
ounces to anyone who stops by, ide-
ally with an empty container. Resch 

said that normally the Food and Drug 
Administration governs the produc-
tion of hand sanitizer, and you can’t 
make it without permission.

Resch noted that, since the FDA 
has loosened that restriction, he’s 
been making it using the formulation 
from the World Health Organization. 
He’s been making four-gallon batches 
at a time.

Resch wants to make sure service 
professionals get the hand sanitizer 

and recently donated a gallon to the 
Wittenberg Area Fire and Ambu-
lance. He made sure a police officer 
who stopped by left with a gallon to 
share with fellow officers.

“The whole reason I got into this 
career was to try to serve my home-
town,” said Resch, who had original-
ly worked in product development as 
a biochemist in Illinois.

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

Gwidt Pharmacy conducts 
business in new way

Drive up window open for prescriptions and store items
By MIRIAM NELSON

Pharmacist Shane Resch stands with a gallon of hand sanitizer to be donated to the Wittenberg Area 
Fire and Ambulance. 
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OBITUARIES

Phyllis D. Watermolen, 82, of Sur-
ing (formerly of Green Bay), passed 
away Sunday, April 5, 2020. Phyllis 
was born Oct. 30, 1937, to the late An-
thony and Stella (Pawlak) Hendricks. 
In December 1958, Phyllis married 
David Watermolen Sr. Over her life, 
Phyllis worked at many places includ-
ing Kaap’s Restaurant, H.C. Prange 
Company and Oneida Bingo and Ca-
sino. Phyllis greatly enjoyed shopping, 
completing word puzzles, watching 
the birds, eating chocolate-covered 
cherries and especially spending time 
with grandchildren and great-grand-
children.

Phyllis wanted to make sure her 
grandchildren and family knew how 
much she loved them. She would often 
say, “Don’t miss me when I’m gone, 
but think about everything I was able 
to enjoy with you over the years.”

Phyllis is survived by her three 
sons, Kevin (Jane) Watermolen of 
Bonduel, David (Donna) Watermolen 
Jr. of Krakow, and Dreux Watermolen 
of Madison; a daughter, Judee Bjorn 
of Park Rapids, Minnesota; six grand-
children; 10 great-grandchildren and 
one expected; two brothers, Jerry 
Hendricks of Gresham and Richard 
(Teri) Hendricks of Wittenberg; two 
sisters, Sharon Hendricks and Jeannie 
Lupe, both of Shawano. She is further 

survived by many 
nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and 
friends.

She was preced-
ed in death by her 
husband, David; 
parents; son-in-
law, Ken Bjorn; 
sister, Yvonne.

The service dates cannot be 
selected at this time. In the future, 
a celebration of life will be held at 
Gruetzmacher Funeral Home in Sur-
ing. Gruetzmacher Funeral Home is 
assisting the family with arrangements. 
Online condolences can be expressed 
at www.gruetzmacherfuneralhome.
com.

The family would like to thank 
Unity Hospice and its staff for the care 
and compassion offered to Phyllis in 
her time of need.

Fred Engel Jr., 63, passed away on Monday, March 30, 2020.
Swedberg Funeral Home is assisting the family with arrangements.
www.swedbergfuneralhome.com

Phyllis D. Watermolen

Fred Engel Jr.

Sandra A. Engel, 77, of Shawano, 
passed away peacefully Tuesday 
morning, March 31, 2020, at Theda-
Care Medical Center-Shawano.

Sandy was born Feb. 27, 1943, 
in Appleton, a daughter of the late 
Wesley and Hilma (Tillman) Miller. 
She attended school in Pulaski. Fol-
lowing school, she drove a taxi cab. 
Sandy was of the Lutheran faith. 
She loved everything that had to do 
with the outdoors, including camp-
ing, fishing and hiking. Sandy also 
enjoyed flower gardening.

Survivors include her son, 
James Buth Jr., and daughter, Marie 
(David) Rouse, both of Shawano; 
five grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren; four sisters, Barbara, 
Mayme, Peggy and Donna; and 
several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by 
her daughter, Cindy; two brothers, 
Wesley Miller Jr. and Earl Miller; 
her sister, Anita; and a husband, Bill 

Engel.
A private 

family graveside 
service for Sandy 
will be held at 
Woodlawn Cem-
etery in Shawano. 
Pastor Todd Jera-
bek will officiate.

Mickelson 
Funeral and Cremation Service of 
Shawano is assisting the family 
with arrangements. Please share 
online condolences at www.mickel-
sonfs.com.

The family would like to thank 
the staff at Birch Hill Care Center 
and ThedaCare Medical Center-
Shawano for their care.

Sandra A. Engel

How to mail and ship without leaving home
Order stamps and supplies, print postage, arrange pick-up

SHAWANO — You don’t have to 
go to the post office to use many 
postal products and services. In 
fact, most simple tasks can be done 
from the convenience and safety of 
home with or without a computer, 
said Pam Donner, Shawano post-
master.

Stamps can be purchased on the 

computer. Go to the postal store on 
usps.com and select different stamp 
denominations. USPS will deliver 
them.

Those with no computer can call 
the local post office for a Stamps by 
Mail order form. This is also some-
thing the postal carrier can bring. 
Complete it and put it in your mail-

box with a check. Again, the post 
office will deliver the stamps.

Free Priority Mail and Prior-
ity Mail Express boxes, or other 
package supplies can be ordered at 
usps.com. Again, USPS will deliver 
items. At usps.com, using Click-
N-Ship, a mailing label with the 
appropriate postage can be printed 

right from a home computer.
For package pickup, go to usps.

com and schedule a free carrier 
pick-up. Let the local post office 
know where they can find the pack-
age or packages and the carrier will 
retrieve them when he or she deliv-
ers your mail. The post office will 
also pick up packages to send.

State gets national emergency declaration
WASHINGTON — FEMA an-

nounced that federal emergency 
aid has been made available for the 
state of Wisconsin to supplement 
state, tribal and local recovery ef-
forts in the areas affected by the 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COV-

ID-19) pandemic beginning on Jan. 
20 and continuing.

Public assistance federal fund-
ing is available to the state, tribal 
and eligible local governments and 
certain private nonprofit organiza-
tions on a cost-sharing basis for 

emergency protective measures 
(Category B), including direct 
federal assistance under public as-
sistance, for all areas in the state of 
Wisconsin affected by COVID-19 at 
a federal cost share of 75 percent.

James K. Joseph has been named 

as the federal coordinating officer 
for federal recovery operations 
in the affected area. Additional 
designations may be made at a later 
date if requested by the state and 
warranted by the results of further 
assessments.
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WITTENBERG — Quilters seem to 
be on the forefront of keeping the 
spread of COVID-19 at bay.

What they have in common is a 
seemingly unlimited supply of qual-
ity fabric remnants from past proj-
ects. Quilting is definitely a labor 
of love, so it makes sense that there 
are so many reports of quilters who 
are busy making masks.

Three of them in this area are 
Dar Borchardt and Linda Philipp, of 
Wittenberg, and Katie Kaufman, of 
Eland.

“I have three daughters in the 
health care industry and when they 
asked for masks, I was happy to 
help,” said Kaufman.

A science teacher at Wittenberg 
Elementary-Middle School for the 
past 40 years, Kaufman has a little 
more time on her hands now that 
school has been shut down.

Her daughter, Lacey McRoy, of 
Howard, had posted it on Facebook 
and soon requests came in from 
all over the country. To date, she’s 
made over 800 masks that have 
been sent to three hospitals in Mil-
waukee, to Missouri where daugh-
ter Brittany Pratt works and all the 
way to Texas.

A friend of Kaufman is a poll 
worker in Neenah and requested 
50 for the workers who manned the 
polls on Tuesday. She also filled 
requests from poll workers in the 
town of Wittenberg and the village 
of Eland.

Borchardt has been sewing since 
she was a teen when she helped 
create costumes for the She 5 band, 
a group of teenage girls who toured 
in Vietnam during the war.

“I set up an assembly line in my 
sewing room, cutting the fabric, 
placing it in piles next to the ties so 
that when I start sewing, there’s no 
stopping me,” said Borchardt.

She says the most time consum-
ing part is cutting the fabric and 
ironing in the fusible interface 
fabric for the inside, but notes it 
creates another barrier to help stop 
the spread of the virus.

Borchardt called Brad Davis, 
director of nursing at Homme 
Home for the Aging to see if the 
staff wanted some masks and she 
delivered 10 that were made of 

fun, bright fabrics. The residents 
enjoyed seeing the masks so he 
ordered 10 more and noted another 
person had donated 10 to the staff.

Philipp is motivated to help keep 
her community safe. She started 
making some to pass out to family 
and friends and uses three different 
patterns.

“I’m doing my best to help our 
community stay safe, by trying to 
pass them out to people in town. I 
feel safe and want to have every-
body safe, too,” said Philipp.

Making fabric masks has become 
so popular that elastic is now hard 
to come by. Philipp noted she’s 
down to a supply of one inch wide 
elastic and cuts it into four pieces, 
a quarter inch wide which is the 
recommended size.

“I’ve gotten really creative with 
elastic,” said Kaufman, “I discov-
ered I could cut up yoga pants and 
it works perfectly.”

With the suggestion from the 
CDC last Friday that people should 
wear fabric masks when going 
out in public there will be greater 
demand for them. All three quilters 
suggested a simple search on the 
internet will show how to make and 
where to donate them.

Quilters come to the rescue
Three area quilters are working to keep people safe

By MIRIAM NELSON

Wittenberg quilter Linda Philipp show some of the masks she has sewn for her neighbors, family and 
friends. 

Health care worker Lacey McRoy, of Howard, models a mask made by her mother, Katie Kaufman, of 
Eland. 

Just some of the 800 masks that Katie Kkaufman 
of Eland has made and donated to healthcare pro-
fessionals. 
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A letter went out on April 1 to the 
students and families in the Witten-
berg-Birnamwood School District. In 
it Superintendent Garrett Rogowski 
clarified the new normal for at-home 
instruction for the next two weeks, 
April 6-17. The plan is to continue 
with this two-week process until 
further notice.

“First and foremost, it is very 
important to regularly check the 
district website and social media 
sites, teacher emails, and any other 
resources your child’s teacher may 
be utilizing,” Rogowski said.

Materials will be mailed to each 
residence for students in pre-kin-
dergarten through fourth grade. All 
work should be completed to the 
best of the student’s ability. It will 
not be officially graded, but should 
be submitted if the teacher requests 
it.

For grades 5-8, the materials/
Chromebooks are to be picked up 
from the school each child attends on 
April 7 between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
Students without internet access may 
request hard copy resources from 
their teacher. For grades 6-8, all work 
assigned is mandatory. All work will 

be collected 
and graded, but 
grading for the 
remainder of the 
school year can 
only improve a 
student’s grade 
from where they 
left off in mid-
March.

Virtual in-
struction began 

March 30 for grades 9-12. All work 
assigned is mandatory. All work will 
be collected and graded and can 
impact a student’s grade. Students 
enrolled in dual credit and CAPP 
classes will follow current academic 
requirements.

For those that do not have in-
ternet access in the home, all three 
school parking lots can be used as 
internet hotspot sites. Northcentral 
Technical College, 402 N. Genesee 
St., and the Wittenberg Telephone 
Company, 104 W. Walker St., both in 
Wittenberg, will have their parking 
lots also available as hotspot sites.

Students with internet access will 
be able to use email, Google Class-
room or any other preferred method 

they work out with their classroom 
teachers. 

Students and families that do not 

have access to the internet should 
contact the principal of the school 
the student attends.

Students will continue with their studies

GARRETT ROGOWSKI
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Geri Kosobucki
of Wittenberg

Congratulations Geri!

Janice & Doug Cahak

Of Birnamwood

Shops on Grand

By entering our 
weekly WIN! contest

Winner of a
$10 gift certificate from

Congratulations!

Students donate $1,000

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School students who were scheduled to compete in the Skills USA 
competition decided to donate the $1,000 they raised for the extra expenses on the trip to the Wit-
tenberg Food Pantry. The state competition which was scheduled for April 28-30 was canceled due to 
the COVID-19 crisis. Team members are, from left, front row, Jenna Stone, Jalynn Horacek, Anna Jackan, 
Sarabeth Bernarde; back row, Travin Day, Deakyn Suess, Brendan Resch, Braden Helgeson, Sam Fraaza. 
Missing from photo: Ellijah Jackson, Alexa Chaney, Cole Kerstner, Dalton Resch and Logan Day.
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There’s something to be said 
about hanging out at home. At this 
point I’m not sure what that is for 
me, but I’m getting a kick about 
what people are posting on their so-
cial pages and how they are passing 
their time in captivity. I definitely 
know I’m not the kind of person 
who will do any deep cleaning of 
closets, spare bedrooms or attics. 
Basically, I’m of the belief that if a 
door is shut, I don’t have a pressing 
need to open it.

I am not one who has a lot of 
nervous energy and needs to keep 
busy every minute of every day. I’m 
perfectly content to bury my head 
in a good book or two, or three. I’m 
fortunate that I have plenty on hand 
to choose from, and I don’t think 
I’ll be running out of books any-
time soon. I went through a phase 
where I bought books that had deep 

thoughts to 
ponder, but then 
I never read 
them. Perhaps 
this is the time 
to be doing 
some deep 
soul searching, 
but if my past 
behavior is any 
indicator of my 
future behavior, 

I’m going to have to think about it 
for a bit longer before I decide to 
actually read them. I’m sure they’re 
good; I’m just not ready to have my 
mind explode with new thoughts.

I have a fair amount of cook-
books, but I’m keeping those on the 
back burner, so to speak. I don’t 
want to start looking through those 
as I might get the idea that I would 
want to cook. That’s not a bad idea, 

it’s just that I live alone and there’s 
not much point in preparing food to 
feed an army when social distanc-
ing discourages us from sharing. It 
also doesn’t make much sense to fix 
something that I’m gonna need to 
eat four nights in a row!

There is a possibility that I could 
use some of this down time to actu-
ally write a cookbook about cook-
ing for one, but I don’t think I’d be 
all that good at it. The main reason 
is that I’m not a person who mea-
sures accurately, so it would be a 
little hard for me to end up creating 
an actual recipe that someone could 
replicate in their own kitchen.

The great American novel may 
be written by someone during this 
pandemic time period, but I’d be 
surprised if it would come from 
me. I need someone egging me 
on, keeping me on task, to be the 

Wilson character in the Tom Hanks 
movie “Castaway.” But as bad luck 
would have it, I just threw out some 
old, slightly deflated basketballs. 
Mind you, I wasn’t cleaning out a 
closet; they just rolled out of the 
hallway closet, and I got tired of 
dancing around them.

For now, my main plan is to 
muddle through this historic mo-
ment as best I can and try not to 
compare myself to others who are 
posting all their accomplishments 
on the internet. Life isn’t a competi-
tion, and I’m just happy to share the 
things I find amusing in an effort 
to bring a little sunshine to others. 
I’m just going to be me and that will 
have to be good enough.

Lowering the bar and not getting in too deep

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg 
Enterprise & Birnamwood News. Readers can contact 

her at mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

MIRIAM NELSON
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