
WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM   Friday, April 3, 2020  Volume 127, Issue 14  $1

FEEDING THE STUDENTS WHILE OUT OF SCHOOL
Practicing social distancing, Nikki Stiegerwald, a Kindergarten teacher at Wittenberg Elementary/Middle school delivers a food package to Kristin Wild for her two 
children ages 4 and 7. FOR THE FULL STORY, SEE PAGE 27. MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA
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WITTENBERG — Preparation for the 
Webb Street reconstruction project 
started last week with the arrival of a 
work crew from WEC Energy Group, 
the parent company of WPS.

“Our work on Webb Street involves 
replacing our existing natural gas main 
and service lines between Reed Street 
and College Avenue,” said Matt Cul-
len, senior communications specialist 
at WEC. “This project is part of our 
focus on regularly upgrading our facili-
ties so we can continue providing safe, 
reliable service to our customers.”

According to Cullen, the crew 
should complete its part of the project 
by mid-April.

Construction for a new road, side-
walk and gutters will begin in May and 

finish by the end of September. The 
portion of South Webb Street being 
reconstructed is between Reed Street 
and College Avenue. The plan will al-
low for local access.

Abby L. Maslanka, a project engi-
neer, works for Martenson and Eisele 
Inc., the company in charge of the 
project. She noted that utility and road 
construction companies are consid-
ered essential businesses and are al-
lowed to continue to operate under the 
“critical infrastructure” exemption.

“The schedule and sequencing will 
be set following discussions with the 
contractor, subcontractors and village 
of Wittenberg representatives,” said 
Maslanka. “The first step is ensuring 
the gas lines are installed and online.”

Maslanka noted that what happens 
next depends on the availability of 
the contractors. Martenson and Eisele 

will also closely monitor the situation 
regarding the current safety and social 
distancing standards set by the gover-
nor in regard to the COVID-19 virus.

Dennis Rew is retiring after serv-
ing for 28 years on the Wittenberg-
Birnamwood School District Board of 
Education.

New has been a representative for 
the village of Birnamwood and has run 
unopposed the entire time. Although 
he’s enjoyed his time on the school 
board, he said he figures it’s time for 
someone else to get involved.

He recalls the advice that the previ-
ous representative, Eugene Szews, 
gave him: make sure to get good build-
ings, good fiscal responsibility, good 
administration and get out of the way.

When he came on the board, the 
very first meeting was making the 
decision whether to close down the 
Eland School. The vote was 5-4 to 
close it. The people who wanted the 
school to stay open petitioned to have 
a special election, and the school did 
remain open at that time.

“There is always opposition when 
you try to close a school, and Eland 
School was the buffer in the district 
because it was in the geographical 
middle,” said Rew.

Expensive repairs and class size 
control eventually helped the board 
make the tough decision to close the 
school about three or four years later, 
he recalled. Rew had voted “no” to 
keeping the school open both times, 
saying that his opinion never changed.

Rew’s general philosophy is: “We’re 
running a business here, and our busi-
ness is to provide the best education.”

Garrett Rogowski, superintendent 
at WBSD for the past 10 years, noted 
that Rew has always served with 
the best interest of the students and 
taxpayers in mind and has been an 
extremely supportive advocate for 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood schools.

Rew feels Rogowski has done a 
good job keeping the district fiscally 
responsible.

“I think he’s doing a fabulous job 
and keeps us more informed through 
the use of the Chromebooks,” said 
Rew. “He sends us updates; he’s well 
organized. We know all the time 
where the money is.”

Being involved on some of the 
board-level decisions regarding 
policies is what Rew says he will miss 
most. He appreciates the fact that over 
the years, the board members have al-

ways gotten along 
well. A good meet-
ing to him is when 
they have a drag 
down fight and 
come to a board 
decision on some-
thing everyone 
can live with. He 
says it was never 
about winning, but 

everything discussed was always for 
the best intentions for the students.

“We are extremely appreciative for 
everything Dennis has done for our 
district during his time on the Board 
of Education,” said Rogowski. “He 
brought a lot of common sense to the 
board.”

Rew graduated from Birnamwood 
High School in 1965, and at that time 
he did a school-to-work program. He 
attended classes that were done by 
noon and then went to work for the 
family business. He is a co-owner of 
Rew Motors, a fourth-generation busi-
ness, with locations in Birnamwood 
and Antigo.

He’s trying to work out how to 
retire. He still enjoys the work and has 
purpose each day. His wife, Debby, 
does the books for the business, which 
he owns with his younger brothers.

Dennis Rew ends his long  
service on the school board
Rogowski: ‘He brought a lot of common sense’

By MIRIAM NELSON

Crew replaces gas line on Webb Street
By MIRIAM NELSON

WEC Energy Group is working on replacing their 
gas line in preparation for the Webb Street re-
construction project, which is schedule to start 
in May. The project includes replacing the road, 
sidewalks, curbs and gutters.

DENNIS REW



FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2020  PAGE 19



PAGE 20  www.newmedia-wi.com   FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2020



FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2020  PAGE 21

Notice of Spring Election and
Presidential Preference Vote and Sample Ballots

April 7, 2020
OFFICE OF THE SHAWANO COUNTY CLERK AND MENOMINEE COUNTY CLERK

TO THE VOTERS OF SHAWANO COUNTY AND MENOMINEE COUNTY:
 Notice is hereby given of a spring election and a Presidential Preference Vote to be held in

 Shawano County and Menominee on April 7, 2020, at which the officers named below shall be
 chosen.  The names of the candidates for each office, whose nominations have been certified
 to or filed in this office, are given under the title of the office, each in its proper column, together
.with the questions submitted to a vote, for a referendum, if any, in the sample ballot below

INFORMATION TO VOTERS  

 Upon entering the polling place, a voter shall state his or her name and address, show an

  acceptable form of photo identification and sign the poll book before being permitted to vote.
 If a voter does not have acceptable photo identification the voter may obtain a free photo ID
 for voting from the Division of Motor Vehicles.  If a voter is not registered to vote, a voter may
 register to vote at the polling place serving his or her residence, if the voter presents proof of

 residence in a form specified by law.  Where ballots are distributed to voters, the initials of two
 inspectors must appear on the ballot.  Upon being permitted to vote, the voter shall retire alone

 to a voting booth and cast his or her ballot, except that a voter who is a parent or guardian may

 be accompanied by the voter’s minor child or minor ward.  An election official may inform the
 voter of the proper manner for casting a vote, but the official may not in any manner advise or
.indicate a particular voting choice

AT THE PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE VOTE
A voter may cast only one vote in the presidential preference primary.
Where Paper Ballots are Used

To vote for president, the voter shall choose the ballot of the party of his or her choice on which 

to vote.  If you vote in more than one party, your vote will not be counted.  On the ballot of 

his or her choice, the voter shall make an (X) or other mark in the square next to the name of 
the candidate of his or her choice or shall, in the alternative, make an (X) or other mark in the 
square next to the words “Uninstructed delegation,” or write in the name of a person of his or 

her choice in the space provided for a write-in vote.

Where Optical Scan Voting is Used
Within the party of his or her choice, the voter shall connect the arrow next to the name of the 
candidate of his or her choice or shall, in the alternative, connect the arrow next to the words 

“Uninstructed Delegation,” or write in the name of a person of his or her choice for a candidate 
in the space provided for a write-in vote and connect the arrow next to the write-in line.  

Where Touch Screen Voting is Used
The voter shall touch the screen at the party of his or her choice.  Within the party of his or her 
choice, the voter shall touch the screen at the name of the candidate of his or her choice or 

shall, in the alternative, touch the screen at the words “Uninstructed Delegation,” or type in the 
name of a person of his or her choice in the space provided for a write-in vote.  

AT THE SPRING ELECTION
Where Paper Ballots are Used 

The voter shall make a mark (X) in the square next to the name of the candidate of his or 

her choice for each office for which he or she intends to vote. To vote for a person whose 
name does not appear on the ballot, the voter shall write in the name of the person of his or 

her choice in the space provided for a write-in vote.  On referendum questions, the voter shall 

make a mark (X) in the square next to “yes” if in favor of the question, or the voter shall make a 
mark (X) in the square next to “no” if opposed to the question.  

Where Optical Scan Voting is Used
The voter shall connect the arrow next to the name of the candidate of his or her choice for 

each office for which he or she intends to vote.  To vote for a person whose name does not 
appear on the ballot, the voter shall write in the name of the person of his or her choice in the 

space provided, and connect the arrow next to the write-in line.  On referendum questions, the 

voter shall fill in the oval next to “yes” if in favor of the question or connect the arrow next to 
“no” if opposed to the question.

Where Touch Screen Voting is Used
The voter shall touch the screen at the name of the candidate of his or her choice for each 

office for which he or she intends to vote.  To vote for a person whose name does not appear 
on the ballot, the voter shall type in the name of the person of his or her choice in the space 

provided for a write-in vote.  On referendum questions, the voter shall touch the screen at 

“yes” if in favor of the questions, or the voter shall touch the screen at “no” if opposed to the 

question.

The vote shall not be cast in any other manner.  Not more than five minutes’ time shall be 
allowed inside a voting booth.  Sample ballots or other materials to assist the voter in marking 
his or her ballot may be taken into the booth and copied.  The sample ballot shall not be shown 
to anyone so as to reveal how the ballot is marked.

Spoiled Ballots
If a voter spoils a paper or optical scan ballot, he or she shall return it to an election official 
who shall issue another ballot in its place, but not more than three ballots shall be issued to 

any one voter.  If the ballot has not been initialed by two inspectors or is defective in any other 

way, the voter shall return it to the election official who shall issue a proper ballot in its place.  

The voter may spoil a touch screen ballot at the voting station before the ballot is cast.  

After Voting the Ballot
After an official paper ballot is marked, it shall be folded so the inside marks do not show, but 
so the printed endorsements and inspectors’ initials on the outside do show.  The voter shall 

deposit the voted ballot in the ballot box or the deliver the ballot to an election inspector for 

deposit and deposit any un-voted ballots in the discard box.  The voter shall leave the polling 

place promptly.

After an official optical scan ballot is marked, it shall be inserted in the security sleeve, so the 
marks do not show.  The voter shall insert the ballot in the voting device and discard the sleeve 
or deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit.  The voter shall leave the polling place promptly.

After an official touch screen ballot is cast, the voter shall leave the polling place promptly.

A voter may select an individual to assist in casting his or her vote if the voter declares 

to the presiding official that he or she is unable to read, has difficulty reading, writing, or 
understanding English, or that due to disability is unable to cast his or her ballot.  The selected 

individual rendering assistance may not be the voter’s employer or an agent of that employer 

or an officer or agent of a labor organization which represents the voter.

The following is a sample of the official ballot:

Done this 4th day of April, 2020 in the County of Shawano, City of Shawano

Pamela Schmidt, Shawano County Clerk
Sarah Lyons, Menominee County Clerk

(Continued on the following page)

Optical Scan Ballot 
City of Shawano Dist. 2-Side 1

Optical Scan Ballot 
City of Shawano Dist. 2-Side 2

Optical Scan Ballot 
Village of Bonduel-Side 2Optical Scan Ballot 

Village of Bonduel-Side 1
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2. If the person under subd. 1. is deceased or is physically or emotionally unable to exercise 

his or her rights under this section, the person’s spouse, parent or legal guardian, 

sibling, child, person who resided with the deceased at the time of death, or other lawful 

representative.

3. If the person under subd. 1. is a minor, the person’s parent, legal guardian or custodian, 

or other lawful representative.

4. If the person under subd. 1. is adjudicated incompetent, the person’s legal guardian or other 

lawful representative.

(b) “Victim” does not include the accused or a person who the court finds would 
not act in the best interests of a victim who is deceased, incompetent, a minor, or 

physically or emotionally unable to exercise his or her rights under this section.

SECTION 3. Section 9m (4) of article I of the constitution is created to read: 

[Article I] Section 9m (4) (a) In addition to any other available enforcement of 

rights

or remedy for a violation of this section or of other rights, privileges, or protections

provided by law, the victim, the victim’s attorney or other lawful representative, or the 

attorney for the government upon request of the victim may assert and seek in any circuit

court or before any other authority of competent jurisdiction, enforcement of the rights in this 

section and any other right, privilege, or protection afforded to the victim by law. The court or 

other authority with jurisdiction over the case shall act promptly on such a request and afford 

a remedy for the violation of any right of the victim. The court or other authority with jurisdiction 

over the case shall clearly state on the record the reasons for any decision regarding the 

disposition of a victim’s right and shall provide those reasons to the victim or the victim’s 

attorney or other lawful representative.

(b) Victims may obtain review of all adverse decisions concerning their rights as 

victims by courts or other authorities with jurisdiction under par. (a) by filing petitions for 
supervisory writ in the court of appeals and supreme court.

SECTION 4. Section 9m (5) of article I of the constitution is created to read: [Article 

I] Section 9m (5) This section does not create any cause of action for

damages against the state; any political subdivision of the state; any officer, employee, or
agent of the state or a political subdivision of the state acting in his or her official capacity; or 
any officer, employee, or agent of the courts acting in his or her official capacity.

SECTION 5. Section 9m (6) of article I of the constitution is created to read: [Article 

I] Section 9m (6) This section is not intended and may not be interpreted

to supersede a defendant’s federal constitutional rights or to afford party status in a

proceeding to any victim.

SECTION 6. Numbering of new provisions. If another constitutional amendment 

ratified by the people creates the number of any provision created in this joint resolution, the 
chief of the legislative reference bureau shall determine the sequencing and the

numbering of the provisions whose numbers conflict.
 Now, therefore, be it resolved by the senate, the assembly concurring, That 
the foregoing proposed amendment to the constitution is agreed to by the 2019 legislature; 

and, be it further

 Resolved, That the foregoing proposed amendment to the constitution be 

submitted to a vote of the people at the election to be held on the first Tuesday in April 2020; 

and, be it further

 Resolved, That the question concerning ratification of the foregoing proposed 
amendment to the constitution be stated on the ballot as follows:

 Question 1: “Additional rights of crime victims. Shall section 9m of article I 

of the constitution, which gives certain rights to crime victims, be amended to give crime 

victims additional rights, to require that the rights of crime victims be protected with equal 

force to the protections afforded the accused while leaving the federal constitutional rights 

of the accused intact, and to allow crime victims to enforce their rights in court?”

EXPLANATION

The Wisconsin Constitution, article I, section 9m, currently provides that the state shall 

treat crime victims “with fairness, dignity and respect for their privacy.” That provision also 

mandates that the state ensure that crime victims have certain “privileges and protections” 

relative to the accused and the criminal case. Separate from these constitutional provisions, 

chapter 950 of the Wisconsin Statutes provides a “bill of rights” for victims and witnesses of 

crimes. 

The proposed amendment would make five general changes to article I, section 9m, of the 
Wisconsin Constitution. 

First, in 16 subsections, the proposed amendment would expand the rights of victims by 

creating additional rights and incorporating other statutory rights into the constitution. 

Second, the proposed amendment would incorporate into the constitution a definition of 
“victim” similar to the definition currently in statute. 

Third, the proposed amendment would create an additional mechanism by which victims 

could enforce their rights as victims. 

Fourth, the proposed amendment would incorporate into the constitution a limit on 

governmental liability for any violation of victims’ rights, similar to the limit currently provided 

by statute. 

Fifth, the proposed amendment would provide that it may not be interpreted to supersede a 

defendant’s federal constitutional rights or afford party status in a proceeding to any victim. 

A “yes” vote on this question would amend the Wisconsin Constitution as summarized 

above. 

A “no” vote on this question would decline to amend the Wisconsin Constitution as 

summarized above. A “no” vote would not alter existing protections for crime victims.

DONE in the City of Shawano this 12th day of March, 2020

Pamela Schmidt, Shawano county clerk
Sarah lyonS, menominee county clerk
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I’ve been working from home 
for almost a year, so I haven’t had 
to make a lot of adjustments that 
other people have had to make 
during this coronavirus pandemic. 
Of course, I don’t have kids to take 
care of, a husband to work with or 
parents to help, so right now it’s all 
about me, which is about all I can 
handle.

Since I do my best to take pre-
cautions, I try not to go out in pub-
lic unless I have a specific purpose. 
My keyboard needed new batteries, 
but since I’d just been shopping for 
groceries, I felt I should take a look 
around the house to see if I had any 
on hand. It’s amazing what you find 
when you start searching through a 
few drawers.

In one drawer, I found batteries 
of all different sizes. I did find the 
size I needed, but I can’t imagine 
what the other ones are for. If I 
had to guess, one battery looks like 
it would fit in the smoke alarm I 
managed to break last fall, and the 
others probably fit the flashlight 

with the busted 
light bulb. I’m 
sensing a pat-
tern here.

I didn’t have 
to contemplate 
that pattern for 
very long since 
my explora-
tion found 
my long-lost 
kazoo. I know 

what you’re thinking — hours of 
entertainment value. OK, maybe 
that’s what I was thinking. You 
can always play a kazoo, and that 
seemed like such a better idea than 
dusting off my keyboard and try-
ing to remember any of the three 
songs I think I know. Some people 
will make it through this time hav-
ing learned to play an instrument 
or mastered a second language. I 
won’t be one of those people, but 
if anyone needs a kazoo player for 
their band, I’m in.

I found my international student 
ID from 1977 in another drawer. I 

should have cleaned out the draw-
er, but I may need to mine it for 
treasures another time. I suspect 
another bout of boredom is just 
around the corner. The picture on 
the ID was not very complimentary, 
but then it’s been months since I’ve 
been to my hair stylist and a quick 
glance in the mirror gave me noth-
ing to brag about.

I did my best to trim my toe-
nails, not a pretty sight but needed 
to be done. Had I let them grow any 
longer I might not have been able 
to get my shoes on. I hate that hair 
and nail salons are not considered 
essential businesses. If I could af-
ford it, I would go to those places 
at least once a week. When life gets 
back to normal, I’m guessing those 
businesses will be flooded with ap-
pointments, and I’ll be first in line.

Speaking of shoes, I’m making 
an effort to wear mine more. I’ve 
always been a barefoot kind of gal, 
which was fine in my youth. Now 
that I’m old(er), I find I don’t recov-
er from a stubbed toe as quickly, 

and I think being barefoot too much 
is making my ankles weak. That’s 
the excuse I’m staying with due to 
my public fall last week.

I can honestly say that having 
fewer people on the street can be a 
bit of an advantage. It’s true I had 
no one to help pick me up off the 
sidewalk when I did a face plant, 
but I also had no witnesses to what 
had to be a rather amusing recov-
ery. Perhaps I need to explore the 
benefits of yoga. I gotta believe I 
achieved a high lunge or an upward 
facing dog pose in my effort to raise 
myself upright. All I know for sure 
is that it wasn’t pretty, and I was a 
little sore the next day.

Everyone is dealing with quar-
antines and social distancing as 
best they can. As I compare the 
stories they post on the internet to 
my experiences, I see I’m in pretty 
good company with a lot of other 
weirdos.

Keeping it real in my own little world

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg 
Enterprise and Birnamwood News. Readers can contact 

her at mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

MIRIAM NELSON
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Editor’s Note: The Enterprise and 
News recently chatted with Megan 
Marcks, the new director of pupil and 
special education services for the Wit-
tenberg-Birnamwood School District.

Q: What is your work/educa-
tion background?

A: I graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point in special 
education and elementary education 
in 2014. I will graduate with my mas-
ter’s degree from Viterbo University 
in educational leadership with my 
directors of pupil and special educa-
tion services license in July of 2020.

Prior to coming to the Witten-
berg-Birnamwood School District, I 
was a middle school special educa-
tion teacher for the Waupaca School 
District.

Q: Where are you from?
A: I grew up in Land O’ Lakes, 

which is about 30 minutes north of 
Eagle River. Throughout my youth, 
I enjoyed participating in sports and 
took on many coaching opportunities 
once I began my career in education. 
My husband, Derek, and I purchased 
a house about 20 minutes east of 
Wittenberg in 2018 and have recently 
welcomed our daughter, Josie, into 
the world.

Q: What’s your basic phi-
losophy regarding the education 
experience?

A: My experiences over the last 
several years have helped me de-
velop a passion and personal com-
mitment to three things: fostering a 
positive learning environment for 
students with various backgrounds 
and needs; maximizing individual 
student performance; and to combine 
my experience with my ability to 
be a compassionate and intelligent 
leader.

I believe it is vital to create a 
community of committed individuals 
to constantly improve the learning 
environments of our students.

Q: Is the student/teacher popu-
lation one you’ve worked with in 
the past or is it bigger/smaller?

A: The student/teacher popula-
tion in the Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
School District is smaller than what 
I have worked with in the past; my 
previous school district was about 

2,200 students.
Q: What brought you to WBSD?
A: My husband has worked in 

the area for about six years. Prior to 
moving to the area, we had been ac-
tively searching for employment and 
housing within the WBSD, and when 
we saw a job posting, we jumped on 
the opportunity.

Q: Who or what was the inspi-
ration for you becoming a part of 
the education system?

A: As a young student, I had many 
teachers that positively impacted my 
decision to be a part of the educa-
tion system. As I began my journey 
through my bachelor’s program, I 
soon realized my passion and desire 
to further my education in the area of 
Educational Leadership.

Q: Your job title is director of 
pupil and special education ser-
vices. Please explain what the po-
sition is about. How does it help 
the teacher/student population?

A: Within my role, I provide di-
rection and oversight for the special 
education services/programming 
provided to students within the 
school district. As director, I also co-
ordinate the hiring, management and 
training of all student services and 
special education department staff. 
This includes the support staff, as 
well as early childhood and 4K staff.

The director also oversees the 
special education budget, which 
includes the allocation of resources, 
overseeing funds, prioritizing items 
to purchase and budgeting for future 
expenses. Overseeing individual-
ized education plan paperwork for 
each student identified with special 
education needs is another part of 
my duties. It is necessary to ensure 
that interventions and services are 
being delivered with fidelity with 
the students’ social, emotional and 
education needs at the forefront of 
our decisions.

Q: How are you and Dave Wall 
handling the transition of this 
position?

A: Dave Wall has graciously taken 
on the role of director of pupil and 
special education services since Au-
gust of 2018. Dave is currently work-
ing part-time, approximately two 
days per week, and assisting with the 
WBSD through the end of June 2020 
as director of pupil and special edu-
cation services while mentoring me.

Q & A  W I T H  M E G A N  M A R C KS

New director of pupil  
services settles in at WBSD

By MIRIAM NELSON
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