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The Shawano County 
Fair finished up another 
season over the Labor 
Day weekend. From 
a juggler with yellow 
shoes to an old-fashioned 
making contest to 
cakes that really made 
some bucks, there was 
something for everyone.
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County fair 
wraps up its 
138th season         

School district 
about to start 
new phase
With the first phase of the 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
School District’s 
referendum projects 
completed this summer, 
officials are turning their 
attention to the next leg, 
which will begin after 
contractors are selected 
next week.
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FALL MEANS FUN AT AUTUMN ACRES
A field of sunflowers provides a great backdrop for a photo opportunity at Schairer’s Autumn Acres, in the south part of Birnamwood. The farm is preparing for its fall 
activities, which includes a new event called “Sips and Succulents.” SEE THE FULL STORY ON PAGE 19. MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA
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SPORTS   The Chargers 
swimming team put itself 
in a winning state of mind 
last week as it won a home 
dual against Clintonville.
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Accuracy is important to the Enterprise & News, and it wants to correct mistakes promptly. Call errors to our attention by phone at 715-526-2121, ext. 7018.
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& BIRNAMWOOD NEWS Construction timeline for 
referendum updates set

Project’s second phase 
to begin in October

By MIRIAM NELSON

WITTENBERG — Wittenberg-
Birnamwood School District 
Superintendent Garrett Rogowski 
updated the school board about the 
construction timeline at the Aug. 26 
board meeting.

To date, new entrances with 
security enhancements were 
completed this summer at each of 
the district’s three schools — Wit-
tenberg Elementary-Middle School, 
Birnamwood Elementary-Middle 
School and Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood High School.

Phase two of the referendum 
project will begin Sept. 12, when 
the board will review and ap-
prove the open bids from qualified 
contractors. Rogowski noted about 
50 contractors attended the walk-
through Aug. 22, and he’s anticipat-
ing competitive bids.

On Sept. 18, the school district 
will host a groundbreaking ceremo-
ny. Further details were not avail-
able by press time.

Birnamwood Elementary will 
have a ramp installed at the front 
entrance. Two kindergarten class-
rooms will be added to the southern 
end of the building.

Wittenberg Elementary, on 
the Webb Street side, will have 
a double-story addition that will 
include two first-grade classrooms 
on the ground level and a music 
classroom and additional bathroom 
on the second level.

In addition to all of the interior 
work, the high school will have a 
free-standing agriculture building 
to the east of the existing structure. 
This education center will make 
diverse use of the learning space, 
though its primary focus will be 
agriculture-related classes, accord-
ing to Rogowski. The plan is to 
begin pouring foundations during 
the first week in October.

Rogowski acknowledged the 
mechanical upgrades at the high 
school will be difficult and dusty 

as ceilings will be pulled out and 
replaced while the new heating, 
ventilation and air-conditioning 
unit will be installed.

Of the $13.1 million approved 
for the referendum, approximately 
$793,224 was spent prior to July 1, 
according to Rogowski. 

The elementary/middle school 
additions and the ag building are 
expected to be completed in sum-
mer 2020. Work will continue 
throughout the year. There will 
be a discussion later to determine 
whether to have summer school, 
according to Rogowski.

“This is what excites me the 
most,” said Rogowski of the refer-
endum updates. “We are prepar-
ing our students to be successful, 
whether they decide to go on to a 
four-year, two-year higher educa-
tion degree or go directly into the 
workforce.”

He noted that WBHS is strongly 
committed to technology education, 
agriculture, family and consumer 
education, art and science.

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

Y E A R S  G O N E  BY
Sept. 3, 2009
10 Years Ago

Discover Wisconsin TV show came to Wittenberg to 
tour the Walls of Wittenberg murals and to interview 
Lois Smith.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood Schools to receive $463,216 
through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

Wisconsin raises cigarette tax another 75 cents, 
which brings the total cigarette tax up to $2.52 per pack.

Obit: Sally J. Taylor, 77, of Standish, Maine.
Sept. 7, 2000
19 Years Ago

St. Paul’s Active Christian Teens of Wittenberg spent 
a Saturday painting a house on Walker Street.

Obit: Marvin Rekowski, 67, Wittenberg.
Wittenberg-Birnamwood FFA members Erin Day, 

Jeremy Hunt and Jordan Liethen attend summer leader-
ship conference in Washington, D.C.

Little Falls Loggers win grand championship of 55th 
anniversary of BABA, 14-0 over Plover.
Sept. 1, 1994
25 Years Ago

Lack of handicap accessibility at Eland School send 
Birnamwood youth to Antigo school.

Street improvements on Vinal Street and Webb 
Street.

Obits: Robert Pingel, 55, Tigerton; Arno Schmelter, 
76, Antigo; Gerald Damrau, 57, Tigerton.

Women’s softball: Rathskeller of Wittenberg claimed 
regular Season Championship honors. Playoff Champion-
ship goes to Crossroad Inn; Tigerton over Rathskeller 8-2. 
Jill Lehman winning pitcher; Joan Twaroski took the loss.

LO O K I N G  FO R  A  P L A C E  TO  L I V E ?
C L AS S I F I E DS ,  PA G E  2 9
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There are no easy answers, despite conveniences
We live in an age where so much 

of our information is provided 
at the click 
of a button. 
Sometimes the 
information we 
seek is skewed 
toward specific 
agendas, and it’s 
hard to separate 
the facts from 
the propaganda. 
Often decisions 
are made with-
out thought or 
regard for any 

additional input.
So many times people find them-

selves at odds with other people 
because they haven’t taken the 
time to explore mutually agreeable 
solutions. Whether it’s labor versus 
management, or husband versus 
wife or friends or roommates, it’s 
pretty easy to take sides and put up 
barriers.

Any time there is conflict, there 
are two sides to the story. Some-
times the loudest side wins, and 
sometimes it’s the quiet persistence 
that wins.

The concept of win/lose is a 
popular one and very useful in 
competitive sports, but it’s always 
determined at the end of a game. 
The key words there are end and 
game.

Unfortunately many people, 
organizations, companies and 
governments buy into the win-
lose scenario, completely ignoring 
that there is no game and there is 
no end because life is constantly 
changing and evolving and adapting 
to time and circumstances.

We should strive to look for win-
win situations in life. Only then can 
we attain a sense of balance and be-
come better versions of ourselves.

It’s so very easy to determine 
win-lose scenarios, which is why 
so many embrace that mindset. To 

produce win-win situations, every-
one needs to work toward a com-
mon and mutually acceptable goal. 
It involves discussion and compro-
mise to get there. Because there are 
always at least two sides to every 
story, there are no easy answers. 
Although there are times when 
compromise seems easy or fair, 
there are just as many times when 
life is complicated and messy.

Over the years, there have been 
periods of greed and betrayal as 
well as eras of working for the 
greater good and prosperity for 
most.

How you react to situations says 
much about yourself. When things 
don’t go your way, it’s very easy to 
cast blame or play the victim role. 
Neither of those roles will benefit 
you in the long run. If you stick to 
those roles long enough, you’ll find 
the rest of the world will only ever 
see you as irresponsible or spine-
less. When your attitude is one of 

arrogance and inflexibility, it’s hard 
to get anyone else willing to work 
with you.

Like it or not, how the rest of the 
world views you will either limit 
or help you to get to the win-win 
ideal.

We live in the age of informa-
tion. We have the capacity to do 
great things because of that access 
to information, but we need to 
see all sides of an issue and work 
together to reach the best possible 
outcome.

A year from now, we will be 
inundated with ad campaigns, polls 
and opinions telling us how to think 
and vote in the next election. I hope 
between now and then there will 
be opportunities to encourage open 
discussions with common courtesy 
to exchange ideas to bring about 
the best for everyone.

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg 
Enterprise & Birnamwood News. Readers can 

contact her at mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

MIRIAM NELSON

Have a news tip? Email us at wittenberg@newmedia-wi.com
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Get that sinking feeling in Lilian Jackson Braun novel
I was surprised to see that I’d 

missed reading Lilian Jackson 
Braun’s “The Cat Who Saw Stars.”

It is summer in the far north, and 
journalist Jim 
Qwilleran moves 
from his home in 
Pickax to Moo-
seville and the 
lovely Klingen-
schoen cabin on 
the lake.

Cabin owner 
Polly Duncan 
is traveling in 
Canada, so he 

planned to spend the month reading, 
writing and relaxing, while Qwill’s 
cats, Koko and Yum-Yum, enjoy 
lounging on the screened porches. 
As Robert Burns said, things don’t 
always go as planned.

Within days, Koko insists on a 
“walk” on the sandy dunes. He soon 
leads Qwill to the body of a missing 
hiker. The subsequent secretive in-
vestigation puts the town in a frenzy 
of gossip and speculation. Some 

insist the death was caused by UFOs 
as many residents insist they’ve 
seen them many times. Qwill doesn’t 
believe in UFOs or any other such 
nonsense, but he is curious about 
the hiker and his strange death.

Mooseville is a popular tourist 
town that caters to visitors. There’s 

a lot going on. The local acting 
group is staging “Visitor to a Small 
Planet.” There’ll be a big Fourth of 
July parade and rousing dog-cart 
races.

Owen and Ernestine Bowen have 
opened an upscale restaurant and 
hired Derek Cuttlebrink as day man-
ager. His ideas plus personality have 
made the restaurant a hit. Ernes-
tine is a dedicated chef, but Owen 
spends much of his time on his boat, 
the Suncatcher.

Qwill can’t help feeling that there 
is something “fishy” about Owen, 
but before he can learn more, Owen 
disappears while he and Ernie are 
having a picnic on the boat. Qwill 
doesn’t have much time to dwell on 
the deaths or Koko’s intuition about 
them.

As he moves around Mooseville, 
he meets many interesting people 
with stories he can use in either 
his Qwill Pen column or a planned 
book on local tales. Among them is 
talented knitter Barb Olgivie, the 
elderly ladies of Safe Harbor Home, 

crow specialist Tess Bunker and the 
iconic Unc at the local hardware 
store. Unc tells Qwill the tale of the 
Sand Giant and what it might do if 
angered.

Qwill enjoys “soaking up” the 
local gossip, intrigues and histories 
and takes every opportunity to offer 
ideas for events or encouragement. 
He’s scheduled to spend the month 
at the cabin, but all the activity has 
been too much, so Qwill resolves to 
move home before Polly’s return. In-
stead, she shows up a day early just 
before a terrific summer storm.

It is two long days before the 
skies clear. Locals and vacationers 
are reveling in the great weather 
when the ground begins to shake. 
When it stops, most of the new 
restaurant has disappeared into a 
massive sink hole, and much of the 
famed Great Dune has collapsed. 
Sadly, Ernie Bowen was killed in the 
collapse.

Now Qwill is truly eager to get 
out of Mooseville, but Koko man-
ages to thwart their departure for 
another day. That puts Qwill in the 
right place to listen as someone who 
knows the facts shares what she 
knows about Owen and his death, 
thus unofficially closing the case so 
Koko allows them to return home.

Summer is over here, but we can 
continue our adventures through 
books of all kinds. Your public 
library can supply all your favorites. 
Plan a visit to check it out.

AT A GLANCE
BOOK: “The Cat Who Saw Stars”
AUTHOR: Lilian Jackson Braun
PUBLISHER: Berkley
PUBLISHED: Jan. 11, 1999
PAGES: 228

B O O KS  A N D  ST U F F

JAN JONES
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ThedaCare adds new 
device for heart treatment

ThedaCare has added a new 
treatment to its cardiovascular 
care program with the Watchman 
device.

The Watchman device offers 
patients with irregular heartbeats, 
called non-valvular atrial fibril-
lation (AFib), an alternative to 
long-term warfarin blood thinner 
medication.

An estimated five million 
Americans are affected by AFib – 
an irregular heartbeat that feels 
like a quivering heart. People with 
AFib may be at greater risk for 
stroke than those with normal heart 
rhythms.

The Watchman Left Atrial Ap-
pendage Closure Device closes off 
an area of the heart called the left 
atrial appendage (LAA) to keep 
harmful blood clots that can form 
in the LAA from entering the blood 
stream and potentially causing a 
stroke.

By closing off the LAA, the risk 
of stroke may be reduced. In a clini-

cal trial, nine out of 10 people were 
able to stop taking warfarin just 45 
days after getting Watchman.

“Up to 80 percent of strokes are 
preventable,” said Dr. Abdelkader 
Almanfi, director of the ThedaCare 
structural heart program. “Watch-
man can help reduce the risk of 
stroke for certain patients. The 
recovery time is minimal, generally 
requiring just an overnight stay in 
the hospital.”

Watchman is available to phy-
sicians who have gone through 
extensive training on the implant 
procedure.

The Watchman Device has been 
commercially available since 2009. 
According to Boston Scientific Cor-
poration, which produces the im-
plant, the Watchman device is the 
only FDA-approved implant proven 
to reduce stroke risk in people with 
AFib not caused by a heart valve 
problem. It has been implanted in 
more than 50,000 patients world-
wide.
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Final Walls of Wittenberg 
concert is Tuesday

WITTENBERG — The Silhouettes 
will kick off the final concert of 
the season at the WOWSPACE on 
Tuesday.

The four-piece band from Antigo 
has been together about 40 years 
and will play country westernold 
country and old rock favorites. 
Some of the band members are also 
in the Stone Soup group, which 
plays gospel music with guitars at 
the Methodist church in Witten-
berg.

The free concert will be inside 
the WOWSPACE at 114 Vinal St., 
and chairs will be provided. People 
are encouraged to bring their own 
food and beverages. Free ice cream 
will be served by WOW members.

The Wittenberg Area Historical 
Society will have food available for 
purchase.

Crossroad Community Theatre, 
the performing arts arm of WOW, 
raises the money to pay for the 
bands. Their next show “Every 
Little Crook and Nanny” by Pat 

Cook will be performed Oct. 18-19 
and Oct. 25-26. Tickets are $10 and 
will be available for sale at Tues-
day’s concert.

Celebration on Sunday 
for St. John’s

BIRNAMWOOD — St. John 
Lutheran Church is celebrating its 
125th anniversary Sunday at 10 a.m. 
with guest Pastor Amy Engbose as-
sisting Pastor Bill Sutlief.

The church was founded Oct. 
12, 1984, with 12 families and held 
services in German until 1931. This 
year, there were two children 
baptized at St. John who are direct 
descendants of St. John’s founding 
members. Bree Schmidt, daughter 
of Jeremy and Trisha Schmidt, and 
Elliott Resch, son of Eric and Alicia 
Resch, are both are great-great-
great-grandchildren of Wilhelm and 
Berth Schmidt.

Everyone is welcome to worship 
and celebrate the event. There will 
be a chicken dinner in the fellow-
ship hall after worship.

The church is located at W17680 
Church Road, Birnamwood.

CO M M U N I T Y  B R I E F S
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The team from Tavern Front takes top prize at the inaugural golf outing for the Wittenberg Area Cham-
ber of Commerce on Aug. 15 at Maple Hills Golf Course, Wittenberg. Team members are, clockwise from 
left, Hugh McAloon, Paul Kristoff, Jim Borchardt and Denell McAloon. MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA

Tavern Front wins golf outing Hole-in-one

Linda Evje, of Wittenberg, shoots a hole-in-one on the ninth hole of Maple Hills Golf Course on Aug. 10. 
The golf outing was a fundraiser for the Wittenberg-Birnamwood Chargers basketball program.
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