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Bonduel’s Thea Tauchen takes a shot during an Aug. 11 scramble at River Island Golf Course in Oconto Falls.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA



The Oconto Falls and Bonduel girls 
golf teams got their fall seasons off 
to strong starts during a two-golfer 
scramble on Aug. 11 at River Island 
Golf Course in Oconto Falls.

It was Oconto Falls that won the 
scramble with a score of 92 to edge 
Bonduel’s score of 93, but the Bon-
duel duo of Sarah Garside and Thea 
Tauchen posted the top mark of 42 on 
the day. Luxemburg-Casco and Oconto 
also competed at the scramble, posting 
team scores of 98 and 103.

It was a strong team showing for 
Oconto Falls, with the duos of Kate 
Pytleski and Kenadee Seidl, and 
Kloeigh Seidl and Lexi Nelson each 
posting scores of 46.

“Today was a great start to the 
season,” said Pytleski. “Just being back 
out on the course competing with my 
teammates and my best friends was 
the best, especially with it being my 
last season. Starting off the season with 
a win was awesome, even if it is just 
a scramble. These little victories will 
give the team more confidence moving 
forward.”

Kenadee Seidl said that while she 
and Pytleski posted a strong score, 
things still could have gone better, not-
ing that the duo got better as the day 
went on.

“I feel as the season progresses we 
will continue to work on our mistakes 
and do well as a team,” said Kenadee 
Seidl. “It just felt really good to be 
competing again, getting back out 
there and having fun.”

Garside and Tauchen were both 
happy to post the scramble’s top score.

“I’m really happy about our score of 
42,” said Tauchen. “Considering there 
was no driving range and it being the 
first meet of the season, I think we did 
great.”

Kerry O’Harrow and Raina Dwor-
niczak turned in a score of 51 for the 
Bears, while Karlee Ziemer and Char-
lotte Trudell posted a 56.

“It was really nice just to get out 
and see the other teams and how 
they’re golfing, and how my new 

teammates would react to the golfing 
scene,” said Garside.

Both Oconto Falls and Bonduel 
were fairly pleased with their play off 
the tee box, but noted that work in 
the short game and on the greens was 
needed.

“I think the girls were great off the 
tee box today. We pounded the ball,” 
said Pytleski. “However we could defi-
nitely clean up our short game moving 

forward; lots of practice on the putting 
greens is needed.”

Even though the scramble format 
makes things a little more favorable 
for the golfers, there was still plenty of 
learning lessons from the day.

Tauchen noted that it’s impor-
tant to not always rely on scramble 
partners and try to make good shots 
themselves.

“I think we all sort of learned that 

we just need to think positively to 
do well and to just have fun with the 
game,” said Garside.

Kenadee Seidl echoed a similar 
thought, saying, “Some things we 
learned today was that even if you 
have a bad hole, it doesn’t define the 
rest of the match for you. Just leave it 
in the past and keep moving forward 
and continue to better yourself.”
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Oconto Falls wins home scramble
Bonduel’s Garside, 
Tauchen duo post 

top score
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Oconto Falls’ Kenadee Seidl, left, takes a shot as Kate Pytleski watches during a scramble on Aug. 11 at River Island Golf Course in Oconto Falls.
� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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East Division
Marion 6
Neopit 5

Fourth-seeded Marion knocked 
off top-seeded Neopit on Aug. 14 in 
Shawano. The game was moved to 
Shawano because of unplayable condi-
tions in Neopit.

John Dunlavy earned the win in 
relief of Joe Weyenberg. Jaden Stuhr 
picked up the save after tossing an in-
ning. Walker Miller was dealt the loss 
on the hill.

Dave Jueds had two hits, including 
a big two-RBI knock for Marion. Dun-
lavy and Mitch Elandt added two hits 
each, with a three-run sixth giving the 
team a comfortable advantage.

Mequon Frechette recorded two 
hits for Neopit. Ray White delivered 
a two-RBI hit in a three-run fourth 
inning.

Clintonville 12
Gresham 11

Adam Morse delivered the game-
winning hit to help second-seeded 
Clintonville edge third-seeded Gresh-
am on Aug. 14 in Clintonville.

The A’s used an eight-run seventh 
inning to go up 10-8, but Gresham 
answered with three runs in the eighth. 
Clintonville tied it in the eighth and 
then won it in the ninth.

Clintonville’s Turner Doornink hit 
a three-run home run among his three 
hits and finished with four RBIs. Jaden 
Doornink drove in a pair on three hits, 
while Keenan Doornink and Morse 
added three and two hits, respectively. 
Hunter Vollmer earned the win.

Paul Murphy was dealt the loss for 
Gresham. Joe Ejnik and Nate Ejnik led 
Gresham at the plate with two RBIs 
each. Joe Ejnik had two of the team’s 
eight hits.

Northern Division
Antigo/Polar 5
Eland 1

Third-seeded Antigo/Polar 
knocked off second-seeded Eland on 
Aug. 14 in Eland.

Jed Weix homered for Antigo/
Polar, while A.J. Kirsch recorded two 
hits.

Kirsch was also the winning pitcher 
for Antigo/Polar. Zach Bembenek was 
dealt the loss.

Jeremy Jensen finished with two 
hits for Eland.

Aniwa 3
Elderon 2

Top-seeded Aniwa edged fourth-
seeded Elderon on Aug. 14 in Aniwa.

Kody Szews picked up the win on 
the mound for Aniwa. Casey Kerstner 
was the losing pitcher.

Wade Farmer and Trevor Block 
each doubled for Aniwa.

Braeden Groshek finished with two 
hits for Elderon.

West Division
Tigerton 5
Caroline 0

Second-seeded Tigerton blanked 
third-seeded Caroline on Aug. 14 in 
Little Falls. The game was played in 
Little Falls because of wet field condi-
tions in Tigerton.

Paul Sellner earned the win on the 
hill for Tigerton. Aaron Hoffman took 
the loss for Caroline.

Tigerton finished with 12 hits, with 
Brandon Sivertson leading the way 
with three knocks. Jayden Sivertson 
and Pat Provoast both contributed two 
hits.

Hoffman had two of Caroline’s hits.

Little Falls 10
Tilleda 4

Top-seeded Little Falls eased past 
fourth-seeded Tilleda on Aug. 14 in 
Little Falls.

Hunter Gruenwald homered twice 
for Little Falls, while Kasey Morgan 
clubbed one. Gruenwald had four 
hits and four RBIs, while Seth Korb 
chipped in two hits.

Carter Kurki was the winning 
pitcher, while Zach Fehrman took the 
loss.

Adin Brei and Adam Strassburg tal-
lied two hits each for Tilleda.

South Central Division
Plover 12
New London 4

Third-seeded Plover rolled past 
second-seeded New London on Aug. 
14 in New London.

Jason Jones led Plover at the plate 
with two hits. Wyatt Blaskowski 
earned the win on the mound.

Andrew Parker drove in two runs 
on two hits for New London. Myles 
Parker was the losing pitcher.

Scandinavia 5
Green Lake 4

Top-seeded Scandinavia held off 
fourth-seeded Green Lake on Aug. 14 
in Scandinavia.

Braden Hunkins drove in two runs 
on three hits for Scandinavia. Hunter 
Lodzinski and Jason Steinbach added 
two hits each.

Jeremy Dunihoo was the winning 
pitcher, while Cole Boge suffered the 
loss.

Derek Zamzow drove in two runs 
for Green Lake.

PAGE B4  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 2022

B A B A  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Marion’s Dave Jueds looks on after hitting the ball during the team’s playoff win over Neopit on Aug. 14 
in Shawano.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Neopit’s Walker Miller pitches during the team’s playoff game against Marion on Aug. 14 in Shawano.
� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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Bonduel 3
Cecil 2 (11 inn.)

Third-seeded Bonduel earned a 
walk-off win over sixth-seeded Cecil 
on Aug. 14 in Bonduel. Chase Reinke 
singled in Hunter Van Der Linden for 
the game-winning run.

Reinke also pitched all 11 innings 
to pick up the win on the mound. He 
struck out eight batters while throw-
ing 157 pitches. Tucker Bouche was 
dealt the loss on the hill after taking 
over for Isaac Boldt, who pitched nine 
innings.

Reinke finished his day at the plate 
with two RBIs on two hits. Adam 
Frost also had two hits.

Noah Beilfuss tallied three of 
Cecil’s 10 hits and drove in a run. Jake 
Sager added two hits and the other 

RBI. Grant Bouche also recorded two 
hits.

Pulaski 9
Shawano 1

Fourth-seeded Pulaski took down 
fifth-seeded Shawano on Aug. 14 in 
Pulaski.

Drew McDermid earned the win 
on the mound for Pulaski, tossing six 
shutout innings. Joe Vandehei and 
Cody Pangrazzi also pitched for the 
Reds.

Jack Maastricht tallied four of 
Pulaski’s 11 hits on the day, including 
two doubles.

Brandan Bushy was tagged with 
the loss on the mound.

Hortonville 19
Nichols 2

Second-seeded Hortonville rolled 
to a lopsided win over seventh-seeded 

Nichols on Aug. 14 in Nichols. Hor-
tonville finished with 18 hits in the 
contest.

Will Salaman homered among his 
three hits and drove in five runs for 
Hortonville. Kyle Stuewer tallied four 
RBIs on three hits, while Brett Kramer 
and Tommy Dugandzic each drove in 
two runs on two hits. Kole Ellenbeck-
er also had two hits for the Stars.

Mason Thiel earned the win on the 
hill after working four innings. Colan 
Treml and Scott Gorsuch also pitched 
for the Stars.

Nichols was limited to four hits.

Waupaca 10
Hofa Park 2

Top-seeded Waupaca took down 
eighth-seeded Hofa Park on Aug. 14 in 
Waupaca.

No other statistics were available 
at press time.

PAGE B6  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 2022

DA I RY L A N D  L E A G U E  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Bonduel’s Chase Reinke delivers a pitch during the team’s playoff win over Cecil on Aug. 14 in Bonduel.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Pulaski’s Mac Cisar looks on after hitting the ball 
during the team’s playoff game against Shawano on 
Aug. 14 in Pulaski.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA



Suring High School graduate 
Ryan Mahoney, a senior for the 
Ripon College men’s basketball 
team, earned a spot on the National 
Association of Basketball Coaches 
(NABC) Honors Court.

To receive the recognition, a stu-
dent-athlete must academically be a 
junior or second who has a grade-

point average of 3.2 or higher.
This was the guard’s first season 

earning the honor. Mahoney ma-
jored in exercise science with an 
emphasis on human performance.

The Ripon men’s basketball 
team also earned the NABC’s Team 
Academic Excellence Award, which 
requires a team cumulative GPA 
of 3.0 or better during the 2021-22 
school year.

WIAC Scholastic Honor Roll list
Several area graduates earned 

spots on the Wisconsin Intercol-
legiate Athletic Conference Scho-
lastic Honor Roll list for their work 
in the classroom during the 2021-22 
academic year.

To make the 
list, student-
athletes needed 
to achieve a 3.00 
GPA or better.

Five Bonduel 
graduates earned 
spots on the 
list, with Parker 
Bohm and Isaac 
Garside (Eau 
Claire football), 

Jessie LaBerge (Whitewater wom-
en’s golf), Breanna Schnell (Stevens 
Point track and field) and Brody 
Wussow (Stout football) recog-
nized.

Four student-athletes from Sha-
wano and Pulaski were honored.

Baylie Hansen (Whitewater vol-
leyball), Ben Smits (Stevens Point 
football), Crede Timm (River Falls 
football) and Morgan Weinig (River 
Falls track and field) were the four 
Shawano grads.

Vanessa Grunwald (Eau Claire 
women’s soccer), Maggie Hernan-
dez (La Crosse women’s soccer), 
Mackenzie Niespodzany (Stevens 
Point softball) and Kevin Ruechel 
(Stout track and field) were the 
Pulaski athletes recognized.

Oconto Falls’ Dakota Carriveau 
(Stevens Point football) and Tucker 
Bouche (La Crosse baseball) and 
Suring’s Mitch Stegeman (Eau 
Claire track and field) also earned 
spots on the Scholastic Honor Roll.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood High 
School graduate Ben Wesolowski is 
set to play collegiate football after 
a sensational senior season for the 
Chargers.

Wesolowski will join the UW-
River Falls football team.

As a senior, the dual-threat quar-
terback threw for 1,967 touchdowns 
and 29 touchdowns while rushing 
for 1,847 yards and 20 more scores. 
He even caught a touchdown pass 
on his way to earning the Offensive 
Player of the Year honor in the 
Central Wisconsin Conference-
Large Division.

He also earned a spot on the 
Wisconsin Football Coaches Asso-
ciation honorable mention all-state 
team and played in the WFCA All-
Star Games this summer.

Wesolowski accumulated 47 total 
tackles on defense as a senior, with 
five going for losses. He also inter-
cepted three passes to help him also 
make the CWC-Large first team on 
defense as a defensive back.

Despite the impressive season, 
Wesolowski said his recruitment 
process started late in his senior 
season. He said he had coaches 
reach out to him via Twitter.

“After visiting multiple schools, 
I liked the facilities and the coaches 
at UW-River Falls the best,” said 
Wesolowski, who added he chose 
playing football over basketball and 
baseball in college because of his 
love for the sport.

Wesolowski said that he’s 

had plenty of conversations with 
coaches and teammates at UWRF 
and is ready to take his game to the 
college level.

“I’m very honored and excited to 
have the opportunity to be able to 
play at the next level,” he said.

Wesolowski had several memo-
rable moments and feats during his 
senior football season, but it was a 
two-point conversion run he had 
against Amherst in the playoffs that 
stood out.

Trailing by one with just un-
der 90 seconds to play, Witt-Birn 
decided to go for the win instead 
of tying the game up. The coach-
ing staff told Wesolowski to “run 
around and find someone,” and he 
did just that. He first scrambled to 
his left, and then back right before 
hitting Jack Fraaza on a pass to give 
the Chargers the lead.

Witt-Birn held on for a 29-28 

win to advance to level four of the 
playoffs (state semifinals).

Flak headed to Northern State
Witt-Birn grad Ben Flak will also 

play football at the college level. He 
will play for Northern State Univer-
sity in South Dakota.

Flak is listed as a defensive line-
man on the team’s football roster, 
which can be found at nsuwolves.
com/sports/football/roster.

During the 2021 season, he was 
credited with 121 tackles, including 
16 sacks and 13 tackles for losses. He 
also forced three fumbles and recov-
ered another. For his play, he was 
named to the CWC-Large first team.

Flak did not answer a list of 
questions, which was sent to all 
athletes playing collegiate sports, 
before press time.
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Wesolowski joining UW-River Falls football team
Flak also playing 

collegiate football
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Ryan Mahoney makes NABC Honors Court
16 area grads make 

WIAC Scholastic 
Honor Roll

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

RYAN MAHONEY

sports@newmedia-wi.com



Shawano Community High School 
graduates Gabi Bukoski, Elizabeth 
Kary and Abigail Rabideau are all ea-
ger to continue playing the sports they 
love at the college level.

Bukoski is set to join the Ripon Col-
lege swim team. Kary will play softball 
for Milwaukee Area Technical College, 
while Rabideau is on the soccer and 
cheer teams at St. Norbert College.

Gabi Bukoski
Bukoski said she was getting inter-

est from teams across the country. She 
had heard good things about Ripon, 
so Bukoski decided to pursue things 
further.

“I had many phone calls with the 
coach, and I decided to tour and have 
a meeting with him,” said Bukoski. 
“After my tour and meeting, I knew 
right away that Ripon was the school 
I wanted to attend. Over the summer 
and during the high school season I 
stayed in touch with the coach, and he 
came to watch me swim at club and 
high school meets.”

Bukoski also enjoys Ripon’s smaller 
size, and she added that “it is a perfect 
distance from home.”

“I also fell in love with the swim 
program and everything that the coach 
said,” she said. “The main thing was 
that the coach said we are students 
first and athletes second. So I knew if 
I needed to take a day to study or get 
help with work, I could. Ripon is also 
very good with letting the students 
participate in all the things they want 
to. With this, I am able to play in or-
chestra and be on the swim team.”

Bukoski, who has been swimming 
since she was 9 years old, said it’s 
been a goal of hers to swim at the 
college level.

The team doesn’t have any specific 
long-term plans for Bukoski, but she’s 
already gotten quite familiar with 

the team and its 
coaches.

“I’ve had mul-
tiple meetings in 
person and over 
the phone with 
the coach,” said 
Bukoski. “I’ve also 
met some of the 
swimmers at one 
of their meets and 
at summer orienta-

tion, and I really enjoyed meeting all 
of them.”

When thinking back on her favorite 
high school swim memory, a tight 
race early in her senior season came 
to mind. Bukoski ended up winning 
the race and beating her personal best 
time in the process.

“The best part of that was my team 
yelling and running to me to give me 
hugs and congratulate me,” she said.

Elizabeth Kary
Kary didn’t always have a goal of 

playing collegiate softball, but she 
couldn’t turn down the opportunity 
after being approached by a college 
coach during a club tournament of 
hers.

“The idea of college for me was it 
is a way to further my education,” said 
Kary. “MATC offers all of the things I 
need for the career I want, and the idea 
of playing softball was just another 
perk added to the school.”

Kary served as Shawano’s catcher 
over the past few seasons. She made 
the Bay Conference’s honorable men-
tion team this spring after earning 
first-team honors as a junior.

Despite some memorable individ-
ual and team moments over her high 
school career, Kary had a difficult time 
singling out a favorite memory.

“There are way too many good 
memories. I love every girl I’ve ever 
played with,” Kary said. “I think I’m 
going to miss camping during tourna-
ments the most though. It was always 
such a happy atmosphere, and every-
one got along great.”

She played under a new head coach 

as a senior in high 
school and will be 
under the direc-
tion of a new coach 
at MATC as well. 
Despite not play-
ing a game for the 
Stormers yet, Kary 
already feels like a 
part of the team.

“I have had con-
tact with a few girls 

from the team, and so far they are all 
super, super sweet,” she said. “They’ve 
been super inclusive, and the new 
coach has been amazing. He already 
has given me so much guidance on my 
intended major, and I’m so happy to 
know I have a supportive coach.”

Abigail Rabideau
Rabideau was in a similar situa-

tion to Kary, not anticipating to play 
collegiately. She chose St. Norbert 
“for education purposes first” and was 
encouraged to try out.

She chose to attend the college in 
November before contacting the cheer 
and soccer coaches. She tried out for 
the cheer team in April and made the 
roster before finding out in May that 
she’d also get the chance to play soccer 
as well.

“After talking to the soccer coach 
many times, he had went to a couple of 
games to scout me,” Rabideau recalled. 
“He had told me there was only one 
open spot on the team, and I was one 
of three recruits. He then offered me 
the spot. Kind of a simple recruit deci-
sion.”

“I feel beyond lucky to not only 
play soccer but cheer as well. It is not 
often that people are able to play at 
the next level after high school, but I 
am able to continue both. I know that 
the game is going to be completely 
different from high school but I am 
ready for that change and I am ready 
to better myself and my game.”

The Shawano grad said that as 
a high school freshman, she never 
would have thought she could play 
soccer collegiately. Rabideau talked 

with Shawano 
girls coach Emily 
Stepanek about 
playing in college 
and thanked her 
for all her help in 
helping her earn 
the opportunity.

Rabideau called 
Stepanek her role 
model, adding that 

“I’ve looked up to her since she walked 
into this program.” She added that Ste-
panek’s guidance gave her confidence 
to keep playing soccer at the college 
level.

Rabideau said Stepanek and the 
rest of the team surprised her with a 
college signing day. “They went out 
of their ways to make me feel special 
and included with the other collegiate 
athletes. It is not something that they 
had to do, but my coach thought it felt 
necessary. I am very appreciative of 
that team, and I am going to miss them 
a lot.”

Rabideau said she’s pretty much in 
constant contact with her new team at 
St. Norbert.

“I feel like this team and coaches 
really only have our best interest at 
heart, and they are here to better us,” 
she said.

Rabideau was voted the Hawks’ 
MVP of the spring season and helped 
lead the team to 12-9-1 season.
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Shawano trio moving on to college athletics
All 3 staying in state

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

ABIGAIL RABIDEAUELIZABETH KARYGABI BUKOSKI

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Kage retires, Britz hired as WIAA’s administrative assistant
Julie Kage, administrative coor-

dinator for the executive director 
at the Wisconsin Interscholastic 
Athletic Association for the past 34 
years, retired July 31. Kristin Britz 
began her position as administra-
tive assistant for Executive Director 
Stephanie Hauser on Aug. 9.

Kage served as assistant to 
three different directors during her 
career, including Doug Chickering, 
Dave Anderson and Hauser. Since 
joining the staff in 1988, she had 
various responsibilities in addition 
to assisting the executive director 
in the day-to-day operations of the 

association, including assisting the 
executive director with conference 
realignment, coaches’ ejections and 
minimum weight requirements in 
wrestling.

Britz joins the WIAA after most 
recently serving one year in the 
Stevens Point Area School District. 



Menominee Indian will have a 
new athletic director for the first 
time in over two decades as the 
2022-23 school year begins.

Longtime AD Chuck Raasch re-
tired from the position, and James 
Oshkeshequoam was tabbed as his 
replacement.

Oshkeshequoam is no stranger 
to athletics, with a hand in several 
sports at the school or in the area.

He’s served as the varsity boys 
basketball coach for eight seasons 
and will continue to lead the team. 
He also was a softball assistant 
coach for a season.

Oshkeshequoam also has 
coached elementary softball for two 
years and elementary girls basket-
ball for a year. He led the North 
American Indigenous basketball 
team in 2017 and 2022.

When the AD position opened 
up, Oshkeshequoam decided he 
wanted to pursue it and feels he 
will excel in the position because of 
the things he learned from Raasch.

“Chuck Raasch has been an 
amazing ally and mentor to the ath-
letic department. So while he was 
here, we were able to soak up a lot 
of knowledge while we could,” said 
Oshkeshequoam. “The position was 
open, and it was an opportunity I 
wanted to endure.”

While there are some coaches 
who take on the athletic director 
title and step down from coaching, 
Oshkeshequoam still intends to 
keep coaching some of the school’s 
teams.

“Menominee has a great team. 
It’s been a blessing working here 
with the group we have,” said Os-
hkeshequoam. “We’re able to work 
together and lean on one another 
when needed.

“Leadership, coaches and staff 
are always stepping up, and it has 
been an honor to work alongside 
one another. With this in mind, we 
have a great support system to as-
sist in every way possible.”

With that team mentality in 
mind, the new AD said that any 
changes that are made when he’s in 
charge will be done collectively. He 
added there’s always room for im-
provement, and that he and the rest 

of the athletic department will meet 
frequently to keep finding ways to 
get better.

“Like any athletic director hopes, 
my hope is that our teams, coaches 
and players conduct themselves like 
they always have — that is repre-
senting themselves in a first-class 
manner,” said Oshkeshequoam. 
“Throughout the years, we have 
received so many compliments from 
other host schools, traveling refer-
ees/umpires and even to the extent 
of host spectators. Our compliments 
have always circled back to how re-
spectful our athletes have been, and 
how much it has been appreciated to 
see how our athletic teams conduct-
ed themselves. The hope is to con-
tinue this, build on it and recognize 
these words of encouragement.”

Raasch said he’s been a part of 
the athletic department at Menomi-
nee Indian on and off for about 25 
years. 

He began working in the dis-
trict back in 1990 and served as a 
teacher, administrator and coach 
along with serving as the AD.

He said he’d miss the kids — 
watching the progress they made as 
athletes and people and the rela-
tionships he’s built with athletes, 
coaches and others along the way.

“I see a lot of my former stu-
dents who are now parents of cur-
rent students,” said Raasch while 
chuckling. “It’s all been good.”

As of now, Raasch does not 
anticipate getting back into athlet-
ics, aside from watching his grand-
son’s sporting events, but he didn’t 

rule out the possibility completely 
should the right opportunity come 
around.

The outgoing AD had high praise 
for his replacement and expects 
Oshkeshequoam to do a great job 
leading the department.

“His ability to cultivate (and) 
maintain relationships, I think 
that’s what the whole gig is about 
— in education, not just athletics 
and life,” said Raasch. “I think that 
will serve him well. He’s pretty 
soft-spoken but I do believe that 
when, not an if, he has to have 
those difficult conversations, either 
with coaches or athletes or parents, 
I think he’ll be able to do that to the 
best of his ability.”
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Oshkeshequoam named Menominee Indian AD
Raasch retired 
from position

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

James Oshkeshequoam is the new athletic director for Menominee Indian.� CONTRIBUTED
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Pulaski High School’s Class of 
2022 has several athletes that are 
moving on to college athletics in 
the coming years.

Aaron Hawpetoss, Gabrielle De-
Cleene, Connor Heezen, Ella Sasse 
and T.J. Shaw are all set to play 
collegiate sports, with each playing 
a different spot.

Aaron Hawpetoss
Hawpetoss will compete on the 

football and track and field teams at 
the University of Dubuque.

Hawpetoss was looking at 
multiple schools and made sure to 
check them all out before making a 
decision. He landed on Dubuque.

“The first thing I noticed was 
the coaches,” said Hawpetoss of 
Dubuque. “I’ve been in sports since 
I was a little kid, and in my person-
al experience, coaches that see me 
as a person more than just a player 
on their team are the most ben-
eficial. This was exactly how they 
reached out to me.

“The atmosphere within the 
school is very connected by sports, 
clubs and other extracurriculars. 
The biggest thing for me about 
Dubuque was it’s academic support. 
They reached out to me based on 
my high school GPA and wanted 
me to be a part of their program. It 
made me feel accepted in a way I 
didn’t have in high school, which I 
believe will lead to my success.”

Hawpetoss had dreams of play-
ing at the next level and put in 
lots of work to try and make that a 
reality.

That dream came true, just in 
two sports instead of one.

“I’m very grateful for my op-
portunity to play not only one, but 
both sports,” he said. “I give credit 
to my coaches, my family, the Pu-
laski community and everyone else 
who helped me get to where I am 
today.”

Hawpetoss said he’s had posi-
tive conversations with both the 
football and track and field coaches 
at Dubuque and that they’ve been 
supportive.

As a senior 
on the football 
field, Hawpetoss 
earned a spot on 
the Fox River 
Classic Confer-
ence first team 
unanimously as 
a defensive end. 
He was cred-
ited with 35 total 
tackles — nine 

of which went for losses — two 
fumble recoveries and a team-high 
four sacks.

His favorite memory playing 
high school football came as a se-
nior during the team’s deep playoff 
run. “I was surrounded by people 
I called my brothers, and we were 
doing what we loved as a team,” 
said Hawpetoss. “More specifically, 
our second playoff game against 
Slinger where our team was playing 
as a whole. Offense, defense and 
special teams were connected, and 
that’s what ultimately gives me the 
love for the game.”

Hawpetoss was a thrower for the 
track and field team. Ironically, his 
favorite memory came when he and 
three of the team’s other throwers 
got to run in a relay. “To be able 
to participate in another event as 
throwers is something I won’t ever 
forget.”

Gabrielle DeCleene
DeCleene was a star for the Pu-

laski softball team over the past few 
years, and now she’s set to join the 
team at Carroll University.

The two-time Co-Player of the 
Year in the FRCC said she emailed 
a list of schools she was interested 
in. Carroll was one of her preferred 
destinations, and she immediately 
got a response from the team’s 
coach expressing interest in having 
her.

“I was primarily looking at what 
they offered for education,” said 
DeCleene. “I’m majoring in physical 
therapy, and they have an awesome 
program for that.”

Along with getting a degree, 
DeCleene hopes to help the softball 
team out, too.

“I think that I will have a lot of 
fun playing at the college level,” she 
said. “Just being able to meet new 
teammates and getting to play for a 
new coach. I’m excited to grow as a 
player and teammate.”

Along with her interactions with 
the coach, she’s also met some of 

her teammates at 
a softball camp 
Carroll hosted. “I 
really enjoyed the 
atmosphere that 
the team had.”

While De-
Cleene’s Player 
of the Year nods 
came as a junior 
and senior, her 
favorite memory 

during high school came as a fresh-
man when the team made it to state.

In her final season with the Red 
Raiders, it was more likely that 
DeCleene got on base than made 
an out at the plate. She had a .549 
average and .605 on-base percent-
age while clubbing 11 homers and 
driving in 37 runs in 22 games.

She also earned four wins as a 
pitcher to add to her incredible sea-
son. DeCleene covered 21 innings 
and struck out 27 batters in those 
games.

For her efforts, DeCleene was 
also named to the Wisconsin Fast-
pitch Softball Coaches Association 
all-state honorable mention team 
and played in the WFSCA All-Star 
Games.

Connor Heezen
After a strong finish to his high 

school tennis career, Heezen will 
continue playing the sport at Wis-
consin Lutheran College.

Heezen’s path to WLC began 
when his trainer at the Green Bay 
Tennis Center put him in contact 
with the coach at WLC. After set-
ting up a meeting with the coach 
and passing along some film, 
Heezen decided that WLC was the 
place for him.

“There were a couple things 
that led me to choosing WLC,” said 
Heezen. “One was the beautiful 
campus and really cool environ-
ment. It felt just right for me as I 
wanted a smaller campus.

“Another reason was based on 
my major. They have a great sports 
management program there, which 
what I want to do with my life.”

Heezen said it was always a goal 
of his to play a sport in college, so 
getting the chance to do just that is 
a “dream come true.”

When he begins his career with 
WLC, there aren’t any specific goals 
that Heezen has set for himself.

“I just want to go out and play 
my best tennis,” Heezen said.

Heezen’s appearance at state this 

spring was the 
highlight of his 
high school ca-
reer. He and Eric 
Sperduto were 
special qualifiers 
for state.

Despite falling 
in three sets in 
their lone state 
match, Heezen 
called the experi-

ence “a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity.”

Heezen and Sperduto also 
earned spots on the FRCC honor-
able mention team this spring.

Ella Sasse
Sasse and the Pulaski girls soccer 

team also enjoyed a strong spring 
season, and now Sasse is hoping to 
also make an impact for the UW-
Oshkosh team.

Sasse called her recruitment 
process “quite stressful, from going 
to camps, talking to coaches, and 
having the confidence to get to the 
level I wanted to be at. I used the 
recruiting process of NCSA (Next 
College Student Athlete), which al-
lowed me to reach out and commu-
nicate to many schools throughout 
the divisions and states.

“After much communication to 
NCAA divisions and NAIA schools, 
I knew what I wanted in a school 
and a soccer program. After stum-
bling across UW-Oshkosh and their 
women’s soccer my junior year, it 
was one of my top schools to think 
about.”

Sasse first got word that Osh-
kosh was interested in her after the 
team’s regional final match in 2021. 
After weeks of communication with 
the school, Sasse believed Oshkosh 
would be a good fit for her.

Sasse eventually gave the school 
a verbal commitment, citing the 
school’s academics and team’s 
coaches, staff and complex as rea-
sons why.

This summer, Sasse got to 
help run one of the Titans’ soccer 
camps, which allowed her to meet 
teammates, both experienced play-
ers and other incoming recruits.

“After only being with them for a 
week it truly felt like a home,” said 
Sasse. “We all bonded in a snap, 
and it felt like a home away from 
home.”

Sasse served as a goalie for 
the Red Raiders this spring. In 13 
matches, she saved 49 shots and 
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Several Pulaski grads ready to play collegiately
Each athlete 

competing in a 
different sport

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

AARON HAWPETOSS GABRIELLE DECLEENE CONNOR HEEZEN



The Bowler/Gresham football 
co-op will have a new coach leading 
the way when the team takes the 
field this fall.

Ted Kietlinski 
was tabbed the 
team’s new coach, 
replacing Ralph 
Smith.

Kietlinski has 
been assistant 
in the football 
program for six 
years, with an ad-
ditional two years 
of experience as 

an assistant at other schools. Kiet-
linski also coaches the Bowler boys 
basketball varsity team and will 
continue to do so.

“Ted was hired because of his 
involvement with the football 
program for the last six years at 
the middle school and high school 
levels, as well as his 20-plus years 
of coaching in our district,” said 
Bowler athletic director Jeff De-

Perry. “Ted knows our kids and will 
continue to bring passion, insight 
and leadership to our district.”

As Kietlinski takes the reins of 
the co-op, he has some challenges 
he needs to overcome — perhaps 
the biggest being getting enough 
athletes to join the team.

“For a number of years, the 
varsity program has struggled with 
low participation,” said Kietlinski. 
“One of my goals is to continue to 
encourage kids to give football a 
try. I want to infuse a sense of pride 
in the players to keep our team 
playing every week and every year 
going forward. We have always had 
good players, but we need more of 
them.”

While the wins have been hard 
to come by in recent years, Kietlin-
ski complimented Smith for making 
the best of things. He also noted 
that there’d be some changes with 
him leading the way.

“Coach Smith did a great job 
keeping the program afloat,” said 
Kietlinski. “As I take over this 
year, naturally there will be subtle 
changes. For example, we will in-

corporate weight training into our 
weekly practice plan.”

“I want our team to highly value 
dedication, teamwork, sportsman-
ship and integrity. If these are the 
pillars of our program, good things 
are sure to follow.”

Granted the team has enough 
players to field a team this fall, the 

co-op is set to open its season Aug. 
26 at Niagara. The first Bowler/
Gresham home game is scheduled 
for Sept. 2 against Three Lakes/
Phelps.

Bowler/Gresham also will scrim-
mage on Aug. 19 in Gillett.
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helped the team win or tie eight of 
those matches. She posted seven 
shutouts.

Sasse and 
Pulaski made it to 
sectionals at the 
end of the year, 
with a regional 
title upset win 
over West De 
Pere serving 
as her top high 
school memory.

“After 90 min-
utes and one goal 

ahead of the Phantoms, I raised the 
ball in the air as soon as I heard 
the whistle of the ref, displaying a 

well-deserved win for my team,” 
said Sasse. 

“Getting to hold that hardware 
was a feeling of accomplishment 
and was a core memory for the 
team and I.”

T.J. Shaw
Like the school’s other soon-to-

be college athletes, Shaw enjoyed 
a standout senior year, making it 
to state in a pair of sports, cross-
country and swim. Shaw decided 
to pursue swimming in college and 
will join the UW-Stevens Point 
team.

The main reason he chose UWSP 
was academics.

“UWSP has 
the best program 
in the nation for 
conservation, 
which is what I’ll 
be majoring in,” 
said Shaw.

“Being able 
to continue my 
passion for swim-
ming means so 
much to me. I 

can’t wait to make more memories 
swimming at the next level.”

At the end of his senior swim 
season, Shaw placed third at the 
FRCC Tournament in the 200-yard 
freestyle.

It was the 500 freestyle that he 
qualified for state in, though, after tak-
ing fourth in the event at sectionals. 

Shaw placed 22nd at state in the 
500 freestyle.

Shaw qualified for state in the 
200 and 500 freestyles as a junior, 
which serves as his top memory 
from high school. He placed 20th in 
the 500 freestyle and 21st in the 200 
freestyle.

The Pulaski grad said he’s met 
the Stevens Point coaching staff 
and that they were excited for him 
to join the team and help out as an 
endurance swimmer.

ELLA SASSE

T.J. SHAW

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Kietlinski takes over as Bowler/Gresham coach
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

CorrespondentsCorrespondents

Send a cover letter detailing your writing 
and photography experience and your 

fees, along with any clips you might 
have, to news@newmedia-wi.com. Put 

“Correspondent” in the header.

Correspondents serve as extra eyes and ears in the 
community to keep readers informed about all aspects 

of the place they call home, supplementing NEW 
Media’s print and online products. Self-starting writers 
and photographers work on a freelance basis. Currently, 

we have the following available:
• Oconto County correspondent needed to cover 

community events and tell feature stories in 
Gillett, Oconto Falls, Lena and Suring.

• Western Shawano County correspondent 
needed to tell feature stories and cover 

events in Wittenberg, Birnamwood, Tigerton, 
Aniwa, Mattoon and Bowler.

• Menominee County correspondent needed 
to cover events and tell feature stories on the 

Menominee Reservation.
• The sports editor needs correspondents 

to write about high school sporting 
events and take photos in Shawano, 

Menominee and/or Oconto counties.

sports@newmedia-wi.com

R E C R E AT I O N  S CO R E B OA R D
GOLF
River Island Men’s League
Team 	 Points
Hillberg Electric 	 16 1/2
JTI Trucking 	 16
River Island Golf Course 	 15 1/2
J Just Investments 	 15 1/2
Senn Insurance 	 15
Oconto Falls Lions 	 14 1/2
DTD Trucking 	 14 1/2
Heyrman Printing 	 13

Piggly Wiggly 	 12 1/2
McDermid Corp. 	 12
Steffens Roofing 	 12
Jones Funeral 	 11
Scores in the 30s: Jeff Pytleski 36, Ben Pytleski 
36, Jim Sharpe 36, Peanuts Hanek 36, Darin Meyer 
36, Evan Jaeger 37, Dan Boettcher 37, Joe Allen 
37, Larry Kitson 37, Frank Griner 38, Doug Yahnke 
38, Tim Reidinger 38, Rick Vandenbush 38, Mitch 
Meyer 38, Stu Anderson 38, Mark Huberty 39, Troy 
Drews 39, Kevin Krause 39.

TED KIETLINSKI



Gillett Secondary School gradu-
ates Ryann Wagner and Angela 
Mosconi are both set to run cross-
country and track and field at the 
college level.

Wagner will join the UW-Eau 
Claire programs, while Mosconi 
goes to Ripon College.

“I am super excited to be run-
ning track and cross-country at the 
college level,” said Wagner. “It will 
be a bit of a change, since I will be 
running indoor track in the win-
ter instead of playing basketball. 
Running cross-country and track is 
year-round, but I’m excited for this 
new change. I am excited to con-
tinue doing what I love — running. 
This is such a great opportunity, 
and I am so blessed to be able to 
continue running through college.”

“It means a lot to me to be pre-
paring to run for a college team,” 
said Mosconi. “When I started 
running cross-country, I didn’t see 
myself ever becoming a college 
athlete, but over the past few years, 
it has become part of my college 
experience that I am looking for-
ward to. I grew to love running, and 
I am happy to be able to continue 
competing in college.”

The path to college athletics was 
different for each runner.

Wagner had been receiving let-
ters from college teams throughout 
high school before determining she 
wanted to run in college as a junior.

She had a number of places she 
could have gone before landing on 
Eau Claire.

“I choose UWEC because it was 
a perfect fit running-wise and, more 
importantly, school-wise,” said 
Wagner. “I was a little unsure on 
my major, and UWEC had a great 
program in both of the majors I was 
looking at. When I visited, I felt like 
I was at home at UWEC; I loved 

it there. I am 
excited to be on 
a very success-
ful team that will 
push me to get 
better every day, 
as well.”

Mosconi used 
Next College 
Student Athlete 
(NCSA) to get 
her name out 

there before coaches and teams 
began contacting her.

“As I narrowed down my col-
lege search, I visited the schools I 
was interested in and fell in love 
with Ripon,” said Mosconi. “During 
cross-country season this past year, 
coach (Corey) Bins actually showed 
up to a couple of my meets. He let 
me know he was coming to the first 
one but surprised me at the meet 
in Pulaski. I think that his dedica-
tion to recruits is unique, and it was 
neat to see him at those meets.”

Wagner began her high school 
career at Suring High School, where 
she immediately began piling up 
top finishes in cross-country and 
track. She began running for Gillett 
as a sophomore and continued to be 
one of the area’s top runners.

It was all fairly smooth sailing 
for Wagner until she sustained an 
injury, then things got a little com-
plicated.

“I was a little nervous that my 
injury would affect my recruiting 
process, but I am very lucky that 
it didn’t,” said Wagner. “I think 
having the goal of collegiate sports 
in mind kept me going through my 
rehab. I am so very lucky to contin-
ue my running in college, especially 
with my injury.

“My coaches in high school and 
my college coaches have been very 
adapting with my running program 
due to my injury. I can’t wait to see 
what my future holds, as I think I 
will be even stronger now after go-
ing through my ACL injury.”

Wagner capped her high school 
track career with a Marinette & 
Oconto Conference title in the 
3,200-meter run. She went on to 
qualify for sectionals in the event.

Mosconi’s path to college was 
a little different, as she wasn’t a 
top runner for her team right from 

the onset of high 
school. But by the 
time Mosconi was 
a senior, she was 
a big part of the 
team’s success.

She placed 
third at the M&O 
Cross-Country 
Meet and second 
in the 1,600 at the 
M&O Track and 

Field Meet. She qualified for track 
sectionals in the 3,200 after winning 
a regional title and finished 37th at 
the state cross-country meet.

Both Gillett runners singled out 
their sophomore cross-country 
season as their favorite high school 
running memories.

The Tigers qualified for state 
that fall and ended the season by 
placing second.

“I had always dreamed of bring-
ing home a state trophy but never 

really thought it would happen,” 
said Wagner. “I remember the 
exact moment when we saw we 
got second on the screen and the 
amount of joy that we all felt was 
just unbelievable. That is a memory 
that I will never forget, and I am so 
thankful to be a part of that team.”

“It was my first time experienc-
ing the state meet, and I thought it 
was amazing,” said Mosconi. “I got 
a PR (personal record) at the race 
that lasted until this past cross-
country season. My sophomore 
year in general was a turning point 
for me because I learned my race 
rhythm and started turning into the 
runner I am now.”

Both Wagner and Mosconi said 
that their interactions with their fu-
ture teams have been top-notch so 
far, and that they were each excited 
to begin their college careers.
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2 Gillett graduates eager to continue 
athletic success at collegiate level
Wagner and 

Mosconi staying in 
state to run track, 

cross-country
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor
RYANN WAGNER ANGELA MOSCONI

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Nick Heimmermann was named the 
new Menominee Indian High School 
football coach, replacing Chris Clache.

While this will be Heimmermann’s 
first year in the Eagles’ program, he 
has an ample amount of coaching 
experience on his side.

He was a varsity coach at Horton-
ville for five years, and also coached 
a seventh grade team in that area for 
five years. He also coached Pop War-

ner in Appleton for three years.
As he takes over the Menominee 

Indian program, there are a few things 
working against him.

“The program is in the critical 
stage with low numbers, young and 
inexperienced players. We also lack 
size. It’s a triple whammy,” said 
Heimmermann.

“The plan, of course, is to build the 
program to a consistent competitive 
team,” he added. “Recruiting will be 
key. I was a late summer hire, which 
made it difficult to reach out to kids.”

Heimmermann is impressed with 
the school’s new weight room, saying 
that it, “rivals any for a school our 
size.”

“However weight rooms don’t 

make a difference if not used by the 
players after the season.”

The new coach added he wants his 
teams to be built on hard work, ball 
control and an attacking defense.

Clache said he stepped down from 
the head coaching role because of 
medical reasons.

“Long story short, my body could 
use a break after 20 years of be-
ing a head coach,” said Clache, who 
stepped down from the position in the 
beginning of May.

Along with coaching at Menomi-
nee Indian, he also spent a couple 
years at Shiocton.

“It will be hard but necessary to 
get myself healthy,” Clache said of not 
being able to coach. “Coaching will 

always be there. I do plan to coach 
again someday in some capacity 
but definitely not right now. I may 
reevaluate after a year off.”

The outgoing coach was most 
proud of all the relationships he’s 
built with his players and their fami-
lies over the years. “I will miss that 
part the most — the sense of family 
we get as coaches here at Menominee 
Indian.”

“It’s been an honor and pleasure to 
coach here. I will miss it dearly.”

Menominee Indian is set to open 
its varsity season on Aug. 19 at Au-
burndale. The team’s first home game 
is tabbed for Aug. 25 against Waupun.

Oconto Falls High School gradu-
ates Joe Adams, Noah Hirst and 
Logan Seymour plan on playing col-
legiate sports in the coming years.

Adams will compete in both 
cross-country and track and field, 
while Hirst and Seymour each play 
football.

Adams running for  
UW-Stevens Point

After a strong running career 
for Oconto Falls, Adams hopes to 
keep turning in strong finishes as a 
member of the UW-Stevens Point 
cross-country and track and field 
teams.

“I chose UWSP due to the pro-
gram I am interested in. They are a 
great school for conservation law 
enforcement,” said Adams.

Adams decided to ask about the 
cross-country team since he wasn’t 
ready to give up the sport, and said 
he’s been in contact with the coach-
ing staff since. While not having the 
same communication with the track 
staff, Adams also hopes to carve out 
a role on that team.

After finishing fourth at the 
North Eastern Conference Cross-

Country Meet 
last fall, Adams 
turned in another 
fourth-place 
finish at section-
als to qualify for 
the state meet. 
At state, Adams 
placed 48th.

Qualifying for 
state as a senior 

was the highlight of Adams’ high 
school career.

“It was an experience like none 
other, and I was glad to enjoy the 
moment with my teammates there 
cheering me on,” said Adams.

Adams also enjoyed a strong 
senior season on the track team, 
finishing fifth in the conference in 
both the 1,600- and 3,200-meter 
relays. He went on to qualify for 
sectionals in both events.

Now Adams will turn his atten-
tion to trying to continue his suc-
cess at the college level.

“It truly will be an exciting 
and new experience to run at the 
college level,” said Adams. “(I’m) 
Looking forward to getting to be 
part of a different team and system 
than I have been with the last four 
years.”

He added that through his com-
munication with the coaches and 
runners, he’s gotten into running 
and workout programs to “ensure I 
am ready for the next level.”

Hirst to play for WLC
Hirst helped the Oconto Falls 

football team reach the playoffs for 
the first time in over two decades 
with playoff appearances in 2020 
and 2021 and now is hoping to make 
a difference on the Wisconsin Lu-
theran College team.

“Being able to play college foot-
ball is a dream,” said Hirst. “Ever 
since I was a little kid, I’ve always 
wanted to play college sports and 
now that I’ve done that it some-
times still doesn’t seem real.”

Hirst said his recruiting pro-
cess “wasn’t anything crazy,” with 
a couple coaches contacting him. 
Cameron Wolf, the defensive line 
coach for WLC, reached out to 
Hirst in December and after several 
conversations, the Oconto Falls 
athlete had made up his mind.

“Choosing Wisconsin Lutheran 
felt easy to me,” said Hirst. “Every-
one there made me feel welcome 
and are very nice people.

“What eventually led me to 
choose Wisconsin Lutheran was 
that it made me feel at home and 
comfortable. Milwaukee is a big 
city compared to Oconto Falls so 
having that feeling when I went on 
my visit influenced my decision 
even more.”

Hirst said that while there isn’t 
a specific plan laid out for him at 
WLC, he’s ready to put in the work 
to get on the field in some fashion.

As a senior last fall, Hirst rushed 

for 176 yards and 
a score and to-
taled 75 receiving 
yards for Oconto 
Falls. On defense, 
he finished with 
21 total tackles 
and was named to 
the Northwoods 
Conference first 
team for his play 

as a defensive back.
His favorite high school memory 

was his entire senior season.
“The games that we played and 

the memories that were created 
I will never forget — not a lot of 
things better than high school foot-
ball on a Friday night,” said Hirst.

Seymour headed to Oshkosh
Oconto Falls grad Logan Sey-

mour is headed to UW-Oshkosh to 
join the Titans’ football team.

In his senior season at Oconto 
Falls, Seymour made an impact on 
offense and defense. He rushed for 
97 yards and caught 15 passes for 
237 yards and two touchdowns. 
Seymour was credited with 23 total 
tackles on defense, with four going 
for losses.

Seymour did not answer a list of 
questions that was sent to athletes 
playing collegiate sports before 
press time.
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Trio of Panthers to play collegiate sports
All 3 remaining in 

the state
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

H I G H  S C H O O L  FO OT B A L L

Heimmermann named Menominee Indian coach
Chris Clache steps 

down from position
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

JOE ADAMS NOAH HIRST

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Lena High School graduates 
Lane Whiting and Logan Shallow 
are both hoping to play collegiate 
baseball in the coming years.

Whiting signed a letter of intent 
to UW-Eau Claire, while Shallow 
will go through a tryout with UW-
Platteville this fall.

Lane Whiting
While he helped lead Lena on 

the baseball field, Whiting said his 
play on a travel baseball team is 
what helped him get noticed by col-
lege coaches.

The UW-Eau Claire coach con-
tacted Whiting and set up a recruit-
ing visit. 

It didn’t take Whiting long to 

choose the school 
for his college 
destination.

“I chose Eau 
Claire because I 
really liked the 
coaching staff and 
the campus,” said 
Whiting.

“Playing base-
ball at the college 
level has been 

a dream of mine since I was little 
kid. I’m excited to start my college 
career.”

Lena combined with St. Thomas 
Aquinas Academy for a baseball 
co-op until Whiting was a senior. In 
his final season, he made the Mari-
nette & Oconto Conference second 
team for his pitching.

He was one of the Wildcats’ 
workhorses on the hill, appearing 
in double digit games and pitching 
over 40 innings during the spring 
season. He averaged about two 
strikeouts per inning.

Whiting said the plan for him at 
Eau Claire is to continue pitching.

Should the team need him in the 

field, Whiting can 
certainly produce 
there too. He hit 
about .350 during 
his senior season, 
with over half 
his hits going for 
extra bases.

The Lena grad 
said his favorite 
memories of high 
school baseball 

were winning regional titles in his 
junior and senior seasons.

Logan Shallow
Despite turning in a strong 

high school career on the baseball 
diamond, Shallow said he didn’t get 
recruited at all.

He chose Platteville because of 
the school’s engineering program 
before reaching out to the baseball 
coach to see if he could try out this 
fall.

“It means a lot to be able to try 
out for the team,” said Shallow. “I 
love baseball and I want to keep 
playing in college. I’ll definitely 
work as hard as I can to make it. I’d 

love to represent the Pioneers.”
Shallow has said his communi-

cation with the baseball coach has 
been good, and he’s even got in 
contact with a couple other tryout 
players.

“That will make the adjustment 
a whole lot easier by knowing some 
people,” said Shallow.

Shallow’s favorite high school 
memories were also winning 
regionals in his junior and senior 
seasons.

“It was amazing to see the ex-
citement on the boys faces as well 
as the coaches,” said Shallow. “All 
around it was a great experience 
and I’ll miss the boys on the high 
school team a lot.”

Shallow made the M&O first 
team as an infielder as a senior after 
hitting about .500 for the season. 
He also pitched in 16 games and 
covered nearly 50 innings.

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor
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Pair of Lena grads to play college baseball
Whiting, Shallow 

playing at UW 
schools

LANE WHITING LOGAN SHALLOW

sports@newmedia-wi.com

ONLINE
More sports stories can be read online at www.

newmedia-wi.com.
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