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Witt-Birn’s Chase Krull loads up his bat as the pitch comes in the first game of a doubleheader against Crandon on July 7.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA
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Witt-Birn drops two games to Crandon
Rieck points to 
improving on  

errors and effort for 
the future

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
Legion baseball team dropped a 
pair of games against Crandon on 
July 7 in Wittenberg, losing game 
one 7-4 in seven innings and 8-7 
in a pre-determined, five-inning 
second game.

“We have to come ready to 
play,” said Witt-Birn head coach 
Jason Rieck. “I don’t think we had 
great effort tonight — we had a lot 
of careless mistakes, which costs us 
a lot of runs and, unfortunately, two 
games.”

Witt-Birn’s Bryce Zoromski 
said that the team did not prepare 
any differently than if it was just a 
single game on the night.

“It is kind of the same thing as a 
normal game, we just show up, play 
some long toss and get some swings 
in before the game,” said Zoromski.

Witt-Birn took an early lead in 
game one after two RBI sacrifice 
flyouts from Austin Worzalla and 
Evan Meverden. Those runs were 
complemented by pitcher Nathan 
Waupekenay’s three strikeouts 
through the first two innings for 
Witt-Birn.

Crandon threatened in the top of 
the third. Waupekenay struck out 
one batter and the inning was saved 
after a called out at home plate 
from a throw from center field.

Crandon once again threatened 
in the top of the fourth after two 
singles filled the bases. A wild pitch 
from Waupekenay allowed one run. 
The inning eventually ended with a 
6-3 double play. Witt-Birn made up 
that run in the bottom of the fourth, 
as it scored on a wild pitch to bring 
the score to 3-1.

Crandon took the lead in the top 
of the fifth inning after a fielder’s 
choice, a two-RBI triple and a sac-
rifice fly, making it 5-3. Witt-Birn 
once again made up another run on 
a passed ball in the bottom of the 
fifth.

The sixth inning continued the 

theme of the first game, as Crandon 
added two more runs on a fielder’s 
choice and a passed ball. Witt-Birn 
threatened in the bottom of the 
sixth, as it loaded the bases with 
two outs, but a strikeout ended the 
inning.

Witt-Birn failed to score in the 
seventh inning, giving Crandon a 

three-run victory.
In game two, Crandon once 

again opened the game at the plate. 
This time the visitors took an early 
3-0 lead, scoring twice on fielder’s 
choices and once on a throwing er-
ror. Witt-Birn answered right back, 
scoring three runs of their own. 
After Zoromski was hit by the first 

pitch, Worzalla was able to once 
again open the scoring with an RBI 
single. The bases were eventually 
loaded and a run was walked in. 
Chase Krull contributed the final 
run of the inning on a sacrifice fly 
to right field.

In the second inning, Crandon 
kept their bats hot, as the visitors 

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Witt-Birn’s Mason Meverden strides forward as he throws the first pitch of the second game of a doubleheader against Crandon on July 7.�
� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

L E G I O N  B AS E B A L L
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scored again on a fielder’s choice. 
The visitors then loaded the 
bases with no outs. An RBI double 
brought two runs into score. As a 
third player was trying to score, 
Witt-Birn threw him out at home 
and then subsequently threw the 
batter out at third base for an 8-2-5 
double play.

“I can’t say that I have ever seen 
a play like that before,” said Rieck. 
“I have no idea. It was just kind 
of one of those baseball plays that 
you don’t see a lot of. It was one of 
those things where you take a posi-
tive out of giving up two runs to get 
two outs.”

Witt-Birn once again weath-
ered the storm, scoring three runs 
of their own to tie the game up at 
six in the bottom of the second. 
Worzalla recorded an RBI on a 
fielder’s choice and Waupekenay 
recorded an RBI on a single. The 
final run of the inning came on a 
throwing error from Crandon.

After the bats went cold for both 
teams in the third inning, Witt-Birn 
took the lead in the bottom of the 
fourth after a pickle caused a run 
to score. Crandon immediately 
answered back with two runs in 
the top of the fifth inning. With 
the game on the line, Witt-Birn 

recorded three outs in a row on 
two strikeouts and one ground ball, 

giving Crandon its second win of 
the day.

Rieck said working on effort and 
attitude is how Witt-Birn can play 
better in future games.

“We have to take it more seri-
ous,” said Rieck. “They have to 
want to come out here and play bet-
ter. We need to step up and want 
to do the things that they did all 
spring.”

Zoromski echoed Rieck’s words, 
saying that the team played slow.

“We did not play our best games 
tonight,” said Zoromski. “We had a 
lot of errors that we need to clean 
up.”

Rieck said that he was happy to 
see that the bats were hot during 
the night, scoring 11 runs in two 
games,.

“We took advantage of their 
pitchers giving us free passes and 
some passed balls,” said Rieck. “We 
had stolen base opportunities, but 
it was the defensive miscues that 
hurt us.”

Moving forward, Zoromski 
pointed to improving on effort to be 
successful in the future.

“We have to come in and prac-
tice harder,” said Zoromski. “We 
are having fun, but we need to 
show more effort.”

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

Witt-Birn’s Nathan Waupekenay delivers a pitch as he opens the first game of a doubleheader against 
Crandon on July 7.� LUKE REIMER | NEW MEDIA

ALERT!ALERT!
NEW Media is consolidating how it receives news tips and press NEW Media is consolidating how it receives news tips and press 

releases. The following emails are being eliminated April 1:releases. The following emails are being eliminated April 1:
editor@newmedia-wi.com editor@newmedia-wi.com 

editorial@newmedia-wi.comeditorial@newmedia-wi.com
wittenberg@newmedia-wi.comwittenberg@newmedia-wi.com

News tips, letters to the editor, calendar items and press releases, News tips, letters to the editor, calendar items and press releases, 
regardless of which newspaper they are for, go to:regardless of which newspaper they are for, go to:

news@newmedia-wi.comnews@newmedia-wi.com
Obituaries go to:Obituaries go to: obits@newmedia-wi.com obits@newmedia-wi.com

Advertising inquiries go to:Advertising inquiries go to:  
advertising@newmedia-wi.comadvertising@newmedia-wi.com

Sports scores and other information go to:Sports scores and other information go to:  
sports@newmedia-wi.comsports@newmedia-wi.com
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Thank you for your understanding.Thank you for your understanding.

News ReporterNews Reporter
NEW Media has an opening for a full-time news reporter. 
Reporters cover local government and community events 
throughout Shawano, Menominee and Oconto counties, 

write human interest feature stories and occasionally 
generate enterprise projects for our online and 

print products. Applicants must be passionate 
about both writing and photography, be able to 
connect with readers, and must be a self-starter 

with good organizational skills who thinks 
about digital first. Applicants must be able 

to work some nights and weekends. We offer 
competitive pay rates. Copy editing, shooting 

video and page layout experience is a plus. 
Ability to use Adobe programs like Photoshop 

and InDesign is essential. Experience using 
web content management systems and 

social media helpful. Anyone with experience 
covering agriculture and/or Native American 
tribes will move to the front of the line. NEW 
Media is an equal opportunity employer.

Send a cover letter with 
salary expectations, resume 
and four to six clips/links to 

news@newmedia-wi.com. 
Put “Reporter” in the header.
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Five Shawano Community High 
School softball players earned spots 
on Bay Conference teams after strong 
spring seasons.

Senior outfielder Margo Gull made 
the all-conference first team. Senior 
outfielder Isabel Daniel and sopho-
more infielder Abby Bystol were on 
the second team, while senior catcher 
Elizabeth Kary and sophomore pitcher 
Braylyn Babino were honorable men-
tions.

Gull finished the season with a .312 
batting average and .380 on-base per-
centage. She doubled and tripled once 
among her 20 total hits.

Gull scored 16 runs and drove in 
nine runs. The senior also stole nine 
bases

“It was very exciting to be named 
first team as a senior because this was 
my last season,” said Gull. “I’m thank-
ful that all of my hard work over the 
years have paid off.

“I was blessed with many amaz-
ing coaches and teammates who gave 
me endless support and pushed me to 
always work harder and play to the 
best of my abilities. Softball has given 
me many amazing experiences, and 
I have gained so many friendships. I 
am thankful for the good and the bad 
times that I had throughout my softball 
career, and I will forever cherish the 
memories that I’ve made.”

Daniel finished her senior season 
with a .286 average and .365 on-base 
percentage. She tallied 16 hits for the 
season, all singles.

Daniel scored seven runs and 
recorded four RBIs. She swiped four 
bases.

“It was pretty cool,” said Daniel 
of the all-conference honor. “After 
winning honorable mention last year, 
I wasn’t sure if I would win anything 
this year, especially after feeling like I 
had a better season last year. To win 
second team my last year of softball 
makes it feel like my 12 years or so 
playing, and all of the extra time I put 
in to get here was worth it.”

Bystol ended the spring season 
with a .323 average and .397 on-base 

percentage. She clubbed three doubles, 
a triple and a home run among her 
team-leading 21 hits. Bystol drove in 
nine runs and scored 17 times, while 
also leading the team with 11 steals.

Bystol also pitched 36 2/3 innings 
this spring across 12 games. She picked 
up three wins and a save and struck 
out 37 batters. Bystol had a 2.86 earned 
run average.

Babino was the team’s primary 
pitcher, working 88 2/3 innings over 16 
games and 14 starts. She was the win-
ning pitcher five times and struck out 
71 batters while sporting a 2.92 ERA.

The sophomore also got on base at 
a .364 clip this spring. Babino scored 
six runs and drove in three others.

Kary had a .300 batting average and 
team-leading .411 on-base percentage 
as a senior. She doubled three times 
among her 18 total hits and drove in 12 
runs. The senior scored 11 runs.

“It was extremely special,” said Kary 
of the conference honor. ” I was very 
excited to be able to have a conference 
title again. It’s something I’ve worked 
for my whole life, and it’s a reminder 
that my hard work has paid off.”

Shawano tied for fourth place in the 
Bay with a 6-6 record.

H I G H  S C H O O L  S O F T B A L L

Shawano’s Gull makes Bay 1st team
Daniel, Bystol, 

Kary, Babino also 
honored

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Shawano’s Margo Gull shows bunt during the team’s nonconference win over Clintonville on April 18 in Shawano. Gull made the all-conference first 
team this spring.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Shawano’s Isabel Daniel prepares to swing at a pitch in a nonconference game against Clintonville 
on April 18 in Shawano. Daniel made the Bay Conference second team this spring.
� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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Four Oconto Falls High School 
softball players were named to North 
Eastern Conference teams this spring 
season.

Senior Alexis Euclide made the 
first team as an outfielder. Junior 
infielders Ashlyn Allen and Hanna 
Krejcarek and freshman utility player 
Randi Metzler were all honorable 
mentions.

In 14 NEC games, Euclide posted 
a .510 batting average, stole 10 bases 
and scored 17 times.

The senior doubled twice and 
tripled twice among her 25 total hits. 
She drove in two runs and was a 
strikeout victim just three times in 49 
at-bats.

“It was very special,” said Euclide 
of the all-conference honor. “We 
had a rough season and even though 
our record wasn’t great, our team 
was still given individual conference 
awards. Winning it two times in a 
row is very special to me. I work my 
hardest when I’m on the field, and it 
showed.”

Allen capped her junior season 
with a .393 average after posting 22 
hits. She drove in 10 runs and scored 
14 times.

Allen walked six times and struck 
out on just four occasions over 56 at-
bats and 18 games played. She stole 
four bases and had two sacrifices.

“Next year, I hope to just keep 
improving as an individual and as a 
team,” said Allen. “I want to be the 
best player I can for the team and 
add to the level of competition I 
know we can achieve.”

Krejcarek finished conference 
play with a .357 average. Three of her 
20 total hits were doubles.

The junior drove in a team-lead-
ing 13 runs and had five sacrifices. 
Krejcarek scored 12 runs for the 
Panthers.

“It was special making the all-
conference honorable mention team 
because I missed out on a year of 
my high school softball career, and 
it motivated me even more to work 
hard for something that comes and 
goes so easily,” said Krejcarek. “This 
honor will motivate me for my senior 

season because I know I can always 
work harder on the field, as well as 
knowing others are recognizing the 
work I put in.”

Metzler enjoyed a strong start to 
her high school career, with a big 
season at the plate and helping out in 
the circle.

She hit .326 across 17 NEC games, 
with two doubles among her 15 total 

hits. She drove in nine runs and 
scored four times, while also tallying 
four sacrifices.

Metzler covered 50 innings and 
earned one win for Oconto Falls as a 
pitcher. She struck out 50 batters.

“This honor will motivate me 
because with coach Jen (Thompson) 
having confidence in my playing 
abilities, it will help me strive closer 

to playing at the college level,” said 
Metzler. “With the help of my team-
mates I hope we can improve on our 
record, and while winning games we 
can improve our team chemistry.”

Oconto Falls finished 4-14 in its 
conference games, taking eighth in 
the 10-team conference.

H I G H  S C H O O L  S O F T B A L L

Panthers’ Euclide makes NEC 1st team
3 other Oconto Falls 

players honored
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Oconto Falls’ Alexis Euclide looks on after hitting the softball during a North Eastern Conference game against Clintonville on April 11 in Oconto Falls. Euclide 
made the all-conference first team this spring in her senior season.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Four Shawano Community High 
School girls soccer players were 
named to Bay Conference teams for 
their strong play this spring.

Senior Kylie Teetzen and fresh-
man Trinity Popelka were both 
named to the second team, while 
junior Jenna Ainsworth and sopho-
more Brynlie Boyles were honorable 
mentions.

Teetzen made the all-conference 
list for her play on defense. During 
the team’s 12-9-1 season, Shawano 
did a lot more scoring than their op-
ponents, outscoring them 107-55.

“It was such an honor for me to be 
named second team all-conference 
my senior year,” said Teetzen. “It 
has been one of my goals since I was 
a freshman to be recognized by the 
Bay Conference, and I am so proud 
that I accomplished it. I worked hard 
during the offseason and during the 
season to reach this goal.

“I could not have accomplished 
this without the help of my team-
mates and coaches pushing me to 
always do my best. My parents also 
had a huge impact on my soccer 
career with always adjusting their 
schedules to fit my practices and 
games. I am very glad and honored 
that I earned second team all-con-
ference.”

Popelka made the all-conference 
list as a forward and ended up lead-
ing the Hawks in scoring as a fresh-
man, tallying 28 goals.

Popelka also was credited with 
seven assists across 21 games played.

“Being named second team was a 
huge moment for me. I was both ex-
cited and absolutely shocked when 
my coach announced this award at 
the spring athletic banquet,” said 
Popelka.

“Coming into the season, my 
goal was to make the varsity team. 
That was it. Being able to get second 
team all-conference was something 
I couldn’t even imagine this year, so 
it was the best feeling to know that 
I earned that honor with the help of 
my teammates.”

Ainsworth made the honor-
able mention list on defense, while 

Boyles was on the list after serving 
as the team’s goalie.

Ainsworth was credited with one 
assist on the season. Boyles made 
132 saves across 21 matches.

Boyles and the rest of the team’s 
defense capped the year with eight 
shutouts.

“I can’t wait to get out on the field 

and play one final season with this 
honor under my belt,” said Ain-
sworth. “I’ll use it to motivate me for 
next season to continue improving 
my game and leadership skills as co-
captain and hopefully find myself on 
one of the higher honored teams.”

“It was very unexpected for me 
to get this as a sophomore, but it 

definitely is special to me because 
it shows that all the hard work and 
dedication pays off,” said Boyles. 
“This honorable mention will mo-
tivate me even more next year to 
be the best I can be for me and my 
team.”

H I G H  S C H O O L  S O CC E R

4 Hawks earn all-conference nods
Teetzen, Popelka 
make 2nd team

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Shawano’s Kylie Teetzen controls the ball during a Bay Conference match against Menasha on May 10 in Shawano. Teetzen made the all-conference second 
team this spring.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com



East-West Division
Clintonville 2
Caroline 1

Clintonville edged Caroline in a 
July 10 battle in Caroline.

Hunter Vollmer picked up the win 
for Clintonville. Aaron Morse, Jared 
Cartwright and Mitch Ebben each 
posted two hits at the plate.

Aaron Hoffman was the losing 
pitcher. Braiden Behnke finished the 
game with a pair of hits.

Tigerton 4
Tilleda 0

Tigerton blanked Tilleda on July 10 
in Tigerton.

Paul Sellner was the winning 
pitcher and led Tigerton with two hits.

Brad Bartz and Adam Strassburg 
each recorded two hits for Tilleda. 
Zach Fehrman was dealt the loss on 
the hill.

Gresham 9
Leopolis 0

Gresham blanked Leopolis on July 
10 in Leopolis.

Paul Murphy earned the win on 
the hill for Gresham. Joe Ejnik and 

Murphy each were credited with a 
pair of hits.

Colin Akstulewicz posted two hits 
for Leopolis, while Wyatt Dean was 
the losing pitcher.

Marion 13
Shawano 1

Marion eased past Shawano in a 
July 10 clash in Marion.

Mitch Elandt, Troy Karpinski, 
Joe Weyenberg and Kaden Jueds all 
posted two hits for Marion. Weyen-
berg also was the winning pitcher.

Mike Korth Sr. was dealt the loss 
on the hill. Noah Jones, Waylon Penass 
and Mike Korth Jr. had two hits each.

Little Falls 13
Neopit 3

Little Falls rolled to a win over 
Neopit on July 10 in Little Falls.

Kal Fischer, Drew Radies, Kyle Fin-
ger, Nate Korb, Jenner Gullixon and 
Carter Kurki all had two hits for Little 
Falls. Fischer, Gullixon and Kurki also 
drove in two runs each.

Kurki was the winning pitcher 
after striking out six batters over nine 
innings.

Raymond White drove in all three 
Neopit runs and had two hits. Mike 
Pecore also posted two hits, while 

Alex Peters took the loss on the 
mound.

Clintonville 14
Marion 6

Clintonville took down Marion in a 
July 8 makeup game in Marion.

Mitch Ebben recorded three hits 
for Clintonville, while Turner Doorn-
ink and Aaron Morse had two each. 
Jason Schnider picked up the win on 
the hill.

Joe Weyenberg was the losing 
pitcher. Alex Elandt led Marion with a 
pair of hits.

North Division
Birnamwood 5
Eland 4

Birnamwood edged Eland on July 
10 in Eland.

Brad Knoblock, Logan Thiex and 
Mason Meverden all recorded three 
hits for Birnamwood. Thiex was also 
the winning pitcher.

Tyler Nelson was the losing pitcher 
but posted two hits at the plate. Shane 
Larson also had a pair of hits for 
Eland.

Hatley 6
Antigo/Polar 5 (13 inn.)

Hatley earned a walk-off win over 
Antigo/Polar on July 10 in Hatley. 
Nick Cotter delivered the game-win-
ning single.

Kyle Zblewski and Tanner Kocher 
each recorded three hits for Hatley, 
while Wyatt Brown homered and 
doubled. Kocher earned the win on 
the mound.

Antigo/Polar’s AJ Kirsch led all hit-
ters with four hits. Austin Schedlbauer 
and Cole Kuenzli chipped in two hits 
each. Eli Fleischman was the losing 
pitcher.

Wittenberg 17
Elderon 8

Wittenberg took down Elderon in 

a high-scoring July 8 clash in Witten-
berg.

Keegan Miller led Wittenberg 
with four hits, while Pierson Potrykus 
and Nate Waupekenay had two each. 
James Thompson was the winning 
pitcher.

Trevor Groshek took the loss on 
the mound, but had three hits. Dalton 
Zeinert added three hits for Elderon.

South Central Division
Scandinavia 17
New London 7

Scandinavia cruised past New 
London in a July 10 matchup in New 
London.

Marcus Jaworski was the winning 
pitcher after striking out seven batters 
across six innings. Braden Hunkins 
homered and Hunter Lodzinski drove 
in three runs to lead the team at the 
plate.

Myles Parker was the losing 
pitcher. Gabe Wohlt and Parker had 
two hits each at the plate.

Plover, Weymont split doubleheader
Weymont and Plover split a 

doubleheader on July 10 in Weymont. 
Weymont won game one 8-7 before 
Plover earned a 13-1 victory in five in-
nings in game two.

Bryce Dittman earned the win in 
game one for Weymont, while Zach 
Costello led the team with four hits. 
For Plover, Kevin Jastromski was the 
losing pitcher, but he and Derek Lem-
mens led the team with two hits each 
at the plate.

Zach Hintz picked up the win in 
game two for Plover, with Jastrom-
ski, Eric Flowerette and Ryan Joten 
providing two hits each. Dittman was 
dealt the loss on the hill.
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B A B A  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF ONLINE

Visit www.bababaseball.com/index.html for up-
to-date standings and statistics from the BABA.
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Shawano 7
Bonduel 2

Shawano scored seven runs be-
tween the seventh and eighth innings 
to rally past Bonduel on July 8 in 
Shawano.

Kasey Kristof drove in two runs for 
Shawano, while Ashton Henning led 
the team with three hits and two runs 
scored. Hunter Hoffman posted two 
hits.

Brandan Bushy earned the win on 
the mound for Shawano. Chase Reinke 
was dealt the loss despite striking out 
nine batters.

Parker Dorn drove in both of Bon-
duel’s runs.

Hofa Park 6
Pulaski 0

Hofa Park blanked Pulaski in a July 
10 battle in Hofa Park.

Marcus Hornacek and Brinton 
Anderson drove in two runs each for 
Hofa Park. Robert Schuettpelz added 
two hits and scored three runs.

Schuettpelz was also the winning 
pitcher, striking out 10 batters over 
nine strong innings.

Easton Vertz took the loss for 
Pulaski, while Cody Pangrazzi also 
pitched.

Bonduel 20
Nichols 2 (7 inn.)

Bonduel posted 17 hits and drew 
10 walks to rout Nichols on July 10 in 
Bonduel.

Eric Gruenwald homered among 
his three hits, drove in four runs and 
scored three runs for Bonduel. Luke 
Kostreva and Bryce Weier drove in 
three runs each, while J.C. Reinke, 
Hunter VanderLinden and Jack Reinke 
drove in two runs each. Adam Frost 
scored four runs.

Jack Reinke earned the win after 
striking out eight batters in a complete 
game effort.

Jacob DeBruin led Nichols with 
three hits. DeBruin was also the losing 
pitcher.

Waupaca 16
Cecil 0

Waupaca eased to a lopsided win 
over Cecil on July 10 in Waupaca.

Cam Seidl, Jim Nighbor and Jack 
Eagan combined to toss the shutout for 
Waupaca.

Walker Smith, Johnny Popham, 
Davis Levine and Brenden Canterbury 
all had multiple hits for Waupaca, with 
Smith tallying four to lead the offen-
sive outburst.

Noah Beilfuss had two of Cecil’s 
four hits. Isaac Boldt took the loss.

DA I RY L A N D  L E A G U E  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Brewers’ Burnes, Hader named NL All-Stars
The Milwaukee Brewers will send 

two pitchers to the All-Star Game.
Corbin Burnes and Josh Hader 

were named National League All-Stars. 
For Burnes, the All-Star game 

marks yet another sign of his recent 
dominance. The National League’s 
reigning Cy Young Award winner has 

stifled opponents through the first half, 
leading the league with 134 strikeouts 
while maintaining a 2.20 ERA.

Hader continues his trajectory as 
one of the game’s great relievers. On 
top of his 1.88 ERA, he currently leads 
MLB with 26 saves and is second with 
15.83 strikeouts per nine innings mark.
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Milwaukee Bucks forward Bobby 
Portis says his new contract won’t 
change the blue-collar approach that 
helped him earn the big payday.

After declining a $4.55 million 
player option to become a free 
agent, Portis agreed to a four-year, 
$49 million deal that keeps him in 
Milwaukee. But he takes issue with 
the notion that the long-term deal 
brings him a sense of security.

“My mindset is always going to 
be that someone is trying to take my 
spot and I have to go hard each and 
every day to show why I’m worth 
what I’m worth,” Portis said July 7.

Portis, 27, emerged as a fan favor-
ite his first two seasons at Milwau-
kee and relished the opportunity to 
play for a contender. The 6-foot-10 

forward had participated in just one 
playoff series his first five seasons 
in the league while playing for the 
Chicago Bulls, New York Knicks and 
Washington Wizards.

Chants of “Bobby! Bobby!” oc-
curred regularly at Fiserv Forum in 
2021 as Portis helped the Bucks win 
their first NBA title in half a centu-
ry. They continued this past season 
as Portis averaged 14.6 points, 9.1 
rebounds and 28.2 minutes to set 
career highs in all three categories.

Portis made a career-high 59 
starts while filling in for Brook Lo-
pez, who played just 13 regular-sea-
son games due to a back injury that 
required surgery. Portis returned 
to his usual bench role once Lopez 
returned in mid-March.

Fans love the tenacity he brings 
to the floor, playing as though every 
game could be his last.

“I’m never really secure,” Portis 
said. “I’m always the underdog 
mindset, any day, anything can 
change. Just because they love you 
today, they might not love you 
tomorrow. That’s always been my 
mindset in this league.”

The return of Portis reflected 
the Bucks’ desire to keep much of 
their nucleus intact as they attempt 
to win a second title in three years 
with a roster featuring two-time 
MVP Giannis Antetokounmpo, 
three-time All-Star Khris Middleton 
and Jrue Holiday. The Bucks didn’t 
have an injured Middleton for their 
seven-game Eastern Conference 
semifinal loss to the Boston Celtics.

Last week, Milwaukee an-
nounced the signings of guards 
Wesley Matthews and Jevon Carter 
along with the return of Portis. Pat 
Connaughton picked up his $5.7 

million player option for the up-
coming season rather than pursuing 
free agency.

The Bucks have added first-
round draft pick MarJon Beau-
champ and free-agent forward Joe 
Ingles, who is recovering from a 
torn ACL injury that ended his 
season in late January. The Bucks 
announced July 7 they signed Beau-
champ, who was the No. 24 overall 
selection in the draft.

Portis is ready to work with his 
old and new teammates. Even after 
signing his big deal, he remains as 
motivated as ever.

“I’ll always feel like I’ve got 
something to prove,” Portis said. 
“Obviously I’m happy that I got a 
chance to build generational wealth 
for my family, but (there’s) still a 
lot of work left to do and there’s 
not time or need to celebrate.”

P R O  B AS K E T B A L L

Milwaukee’s Portis eager to prove his  
worth after getting big contract

By STEVE MEGARGEE
The Associated Press
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Shawano 12
New London 2 (6 inn.)

Shawano rolled past New London 
in a July 7 clash in New London.

Brady Hannes doubled twice and 
drove in five runs to lead Shawano at 
the plate. Andrew Popp tallied three 
hits and two RBIs while also stealing 
two bases and scoring three times.

Carson Popp, Ashton Henning and 
Braedyn Kowalkowski scored two 
runs each for Shawano.

Brady Glysch earned the win on 
the mound and needed just 81 pitches 
to get through six innings. One of the 
runs he allowed was unearned.

Ashwaubenon 2
Bonduel 1

Bonduel dropped a July 6 clash to 
Ashwaubenon in Cecil. Ashwaube-
non scored the game-winning run in 
the seventh inning with two outs.

Noah Weier scored Bonduel’s 
lone run in the third inning, with 
Reece Stoltenow driving him in.

Cole Anderson pitched the entire 
game for Bonduel. He struck out four 
batters.

Pulaski 10
Green Bay Southwest 4

Pulaski used a six-run third inning 

to run away with a win over Green 
Bay Southwest on July 5 in Pulaski.

Jonah Klingeisen doubled twice 
and drove in four runs for Pulaski. 
Logan Hochevar and Bradyen Otto 
tallied two hits each.

Pulaski’s Michael Molthen and Ja-
cob McDonald scored two runs each.

Lincoln Simons pitched all seven 
innings to earn the win, striking out 
three batters along the way.

Waupaca 3
Shawano 2

Shawano came up short in a July 6 
matchup against Waupaca in Sha-
wano.

Bryce Popp and Carsen Herm 
scored Shawano’s runs. Shawano 
posted just four hits and had three 
runners get caught stealing in the 
contest.

Jacob Polzin struck out eight bat-
ters over seven solid innings on the 
hill.

Seymour 8
Pulaski 2

Pulaski allowed a five-run fourth 
and couldn’t rally in an eventual July 
8 loss to Seymour in Seymour.

Will Friedman and Michael Wy-
ent drove in Lincoln Simons and 
Jonah Klingeisen for Pulaski’s runs.

Wyent took the loss after pitching 
the first four innings.

L E G I O N  H I G H L I G H T S
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

R E C R E AT I O N  S CO R E B OA R D
GOLF
River Island Men’s League
Team 	 Points
River Island Golf Course 	 39 1/2
JTI Trucking 	 32 1/2
Heyrman Printing 	 29 1/2
Oconto Falls Lions 	 29
McDermid Corp. 	 28
J Just Investments 	 27 1/2
Steffens Roofing 	 27 1/2

Senn Insurance 	 26
Hillberg Electric 	 25
Piggly Wiggly 	 25
DTD Trucking 	 23 1/2
Jones Funeral 	 23
Scores in the 30s: Rick VandenBush 34, Timm Grady 
36, Justin Jaeger 37, Tim Reidinger 37, Joe Allen 37, 
Bryan Pytleski 38, Peanuts Hanek 38, Stu Anderson 38, 
Evan Sigmund 38, Nate Brauer 38, Rick Krumei 39, Dick 
Pillsbury 39, Evan Jaeger 39, Darin Meyer 39.

Shawano’s Carson Popp, Pulaski’s 
Logan Hochevar and Bonduel’s Gar-
rett Engel were all recently named 
to Wisconsin American Legion 
Baseball State All-Star rosters.

Popp and Hochevar are each on 
the Stars’ roster, while Engel will 
play for the Stripes’ team.

The all-star game will take place 
on Aug. 7 at American Family Field 
in Milwaukee following the conclu-
sion of the MLB game between the 

Milwaukee Brewers and Cincinnati 
Reds.

All-stars are set to arrive in Mil-
waukee on Aug. 6. There will be a 
meeting and banquet that evening.

On Aug. 7, the all-stars will eat 
breakfast before getting to American 
Family Field at 11:30 a.m. They will 
be part of a pregame ceremony at 
12:30 p.m. and then watch the Brew-
ers take on the Reds at 1:10 p.m.

More information on the all-star 
game can be found at www.wilegion.
org/all-star.

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

3 area players named to Legion all-star rosters
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