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Whiting's title highlights
strong state showing for
area wrestlers

8 wrestlers placeintop 6
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Oconto Falls' Clayton Whiting wrestles Amery's Grant Cook in a Division 2 182-pound weight class quarterfinal match at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 26 at the Kohl Center in
Madison. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Oconto Falls' Whiting wins 4th state title

He finishes with
163-5 career record

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Oconto Falls senior Clayton
Whiting capped a historic high
school career with his fourth state
title after winning the Division 2
182-pound weight class at the 2022
WIAA State Individual Wrestling
Tournament on Feb. 26 at the Kohl
Center in Madison.

Whiting won the first-place
match with a 17-5 major decision
win over Northwestern’s Ian Smith.

The four state titles puts Whit-
ing in elite company, as only 19
other wrestlers had accomplished
the feat coming into this year’s
tournament.

“It means a lot that my work is
paying off,” said Whiting. “All those
years of blood, sweat and tears
finally came to reality, and I ended
up getting my fourth one tonight.”

Whiting was one of three wres-
tlers to win a fourth state title on
championship night. While most of
the four-time champions are in the
lighter weight classes, Whiting won
his titles at 152, 170 and 182 (twice).

Whiting’s first title was at 152
pounds, making it the heaviest
weight for the first title of the 22
four-time champs. Only four of
those four-time champs have a title
over 152, and Whiting is the only
one to have a title over 160 pounds.

“Just hours and hours of work,
day and night, nonstop,” said Whit-
ing of what it took to win four
titles, adding that mental toughness
and positivity were also a big part
of his success.

Whiting finished 3-0 at state and
50-1 on the season.

After a bye, he earned a 19-4
technical fall win over Amery’s
Grant Cook in the quarterfinals.
Whiting then pinned Turner’s Cal
Ries in 3:44 in a semifinal matchup
to advance to the title match.

“My aggression was way more
toned down,” said Whiting of this
year’s state run. “I didn’t want to
rush anything, didn’t want to make
any simple mistakes throughout all
my matches.”

All 15 points Whiting allowed in
the tournament came on escapes,

Oconto Falls’ Clayton Whiting, top, wrestles Amery’s Grant Cook in a Division 2 182-pound weight class quarterfinal match at the 2022 WIAA State Individual
Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 26 at the Kohl Center in Madison.

with the Panther wrestler letting
his opponents up.

Against Amery’s Cook, Whiting
had three first-period takedowns to
take a 6-2 lead into the second pe-
riod. Whiting then got a three-point
nearfall from the top position be-
fore another takedown. In the final
period, Whiting escaped from the
bottom position before two more
takedowns and a three-point near-
fall to reach the 15-point threshold
for a technical fall win.

In his win over Turner’s Ries,
Whiting had four takedowns in the
first period for an 8-3 lead. He es-
caped the bottom position to start
the second period and got a take-
down six seconds later. After three
more takedowns, Whiting finished
the match off by pin.

Northwestern’s Smith made
Whiting work hard in the first-
place match, but Whiting still made
things look easy.

The Oconto Falls standout again
led 8-3 after a period after four
takedowns. He got two points on a
reversal at the start of the second
period and then got another two
points on a takedown. In the final
period of his high school career,
Whiting escaped the bottom posi-

tion before tacking on four more
points on two takedowns.

After the final whistle sounded,
Whiting tossed his headgear to the
mat and flexed each bicep before
posing amid a loud ovation from
the crowd. He then was congratu-
lated by Northwestern coaches
before going over to his coaching
staff for high-fives and a hug from
his dad Shane, who was part of the
Panthers’ three-person staff on the
mat.

Whiting then ran up into the
crowd to hug his mom Sarah and
interact with his sister Taylor
before returning to the court to be
interviewed.

Whiting capped his phenomenal
career with a 163-5 record. He only
lost two matches after his freshman
season.

The day before leaving for state,
Whiting got word that he was the
new No. 1 wrestler in the country
in his weight class, according to
FloWrestling.

“I'm like, ‘Now I really gotta
show Wisconsin who the No. 1 kid
is really like,”” said Whiting of his
reaction to that news.

The University of Missouri
commit went 48-3 as a freshman
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before a state title at 152 pounds.
He finished 48-1 as a sophomore
before securing the 170 weight class
title. He posted a 17-0 mark during
his COVID-19-altered junior season
when he claimed his first 182 title.

Whiting will leave high school
with four of the school’s 18 indi-
vidual state titles. He joined Jacob
Morrissey (3), Riley Delzer (2)
and Dewey Krueger (2) as the lone
multiple-time champions in Pan-
thers’ history.

“I think my legacy is going to
stay in there forever, and I think it
means a lot to all the wrestlers that
are incoming to my high school,”
Whiting said. “It’s going to moti-
vate them that anything is possible,
and they can become just like me
someday.”

While Whiting’s career at
Oconto Falls has come to a close,
his wrestling career as a whole is
far from over.

Whiting, who also hopes to com-
pete in the Olympics one day and
win gold, will be a part of the Pitts-
burgh Wrestling Classic on March
25. He is part of Team USA and will
wrestle in the team’s dual against
Team Pennsylvania at 182 pounds.

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Oconto Falls' Clayton Whiting celebrates his fourth state title after winning the Division 2 182-pound
weight class first-place match at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 26 at
the Kohl Center in Madison. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Oconto Falls’ Clayton Whiting, front, hugs his dad Shane after winning his fourth state title during the
2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 26 at the Kohl Center in Madison.
MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Pulaski's Gibbons 2nd, Wells 3rd at state

Eggert takes 5th, while Woosencraft, Gille end seasons at state

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Pulaski High School sent five in-
dividual wrestlers to the 2022 WIAA
State Individual Wrestling Tourna-
ment, held Feb. 24-26 at the Kohl
Center in Madison. Of those, three
athletes placed in the top six.

Trenton Gibbons placed second
in the Division 1182-pound weight
class, while Mason Wells was third
at 220 pounds and Ethan Eggert
grabbed fifth at 113 pounds. Brady
Gille (138) and Chase Woosencraft
(170) dropped both of their state
matches.

Gibbons opened the state tour-
nament with two wins by pin on
Thursday. He pinned Union Grove’s
Gianna Scacco in 2:42 and then took
down De Pere’s Michael Alexander
in 5:03.

Gibbons trailed 2-0 against Scacco
before pulling off a reversal to tie the
match. Gibbons had another reversal
in the second period before getting
the pin.

The Pulaski junior was down 5-0
to Alexander before an escape in the
second period. He trailed 7-1 before
taking down Alexander in the third
period and pinning him.

Gibbons picked up another thrill-
ing win in the semifinals Friday
night, winning 5-4 by ultimate
tiebreaker over Waterford’s Evan
Danowski.

Danowski led 3-1 heading to the
third period before Gibbons escaped
and earned a point on a penalty to
tie things up. After each wrestler
escaped during overtime, Gibbons
didn’t let Danowski escape the bot-
tom position in double overtime to
earn the final point and win.

Gibbons then took on West Bend
West’s Connor Mirasola in the title
match Saturday night, but he lost by
pin in 28 seconds.

Wells lost just once on his way to
third place.

Wells won by injury default over
Port Washington’s Jacob Peacy in
his first match. Wells led 7-2 after
the first period after a takedown, two
two-point nearfalls and a penalty
point.

The Pulaski junior then won a 14-6
major decision over Pewaukee’s John
Mohr in the quarterfinals.

Wells had two takedowns and a

Pulaski's Trenton Gibbons, top, wrestles Union Grove's Gianna Scacco during a Division 1182-pound weight class match Feb. 24 at the 2022 WIAA State

Individual Wrestling Tournament at the Kohl Center in Madison.

three-point nearfall in the first period
to lead 7-1. He had two escapes and a
takedown to win the second period
4-3. Mohr had a reversal to start the
third period, but Wells escaped and
took him down to seal his win.

“I stuck with my training and
what got me here,” said Wells on
what he did well at state. “I finished
my shots good. I wrestled tough and
wrestled through the whistles.”

In the semifinals Friday, Wells
lost a 12-6 decision to Madison La
Follette’s Jackson Mankowski. It was
a tight match going into the final pe-
riod, but Mankowski got a takedown
and three-point nearfall to pull away.

Wells won two tight decisions
Saturday to grab third place. He first
defeated Holmen’s Carson Westcott
10-7 and then edged Brookfield East’s
Aaron Botsch 7-6 in the third-place
match.

Against Westcott, Wells was
down 7-6 entering the third period,
but he pulled off a reversal and two-
point nearfall to win it.

Wells trailed 6-4 in the third-place
match but escaped from the bottom
position before getting a takedown.
Then he held on for the one-point

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Pulaski's Mason Wells, bottom, wrestles Brookfield East's Aaron Botsch during the Division 1220-pound
weight class third-place match Feb. 26 at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament at the
Kohl Center in Madison. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

decision win.

“It’s great; it feels amazing,” Wells
said of his third-place finish. “But
I lost in the semis, and it’s my goal
next year to get past that.”

To win a title next year, “I just got
to keep training in the offseason and
putting in the work and listen to my
coaches and trust what they tell me,”
Wells said.
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Eggert had a busy three days at
state, posting a 4-2 record to take fifth.

His state run began with a 7-2 win
over Holmen’s Turner Campbell.

Eggert led 4-0 going to the third
period after takedowns in the first and
second. He upped the lead to 7-0 after
getting a penalty point and reversal
and eased to the win from there.

The junior then dropped an 8-0 ma-
jor decision to West Bend West’s Ben
Bast, which sent him to the consolation
bracket Friday.

Eggert opened consolation action
with a pin in 3:59 over Mount Horeb/
Barneveld’s J.J. Poarch. The Red Raid-
er wrestler got the only points in the
first period on a takedown and then
had an escape and takedown in the
second period to take a 5-0 advantage.
Poarch took him down in the third, but
Eggert pulled a reversal and then got a
penalty point to pull away before pin-
ning Poarch.

Eggert then earned an 8-2 deci-
sion win over New Richmond’s Luke
Kamish to guarantee himself a spot on
the podium.

Eggert outscored Kamish 5-11in the
second period after escaping and then
taking him down twice. Kamish es-
caped in the third, but Eggert took him
down again and added another point
on a penalty to come away victorious.

HIGH SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

GIRLS HOCKEY
Xavier co-op 7

Green Bay East co-op 6

The top-seeded Green Bay East
co-op, also known as the Bay Area
Ice Bears, lost a wild Division 1
sectional title game to the second-
seeded Xavier co-op on Feb. 25 at
the Mullett Ice Arena in Hartland.

The Green Bay East co-op, which
rosters Pulaski players, wraps up
the season with a 21-2-1 record.

Green Bay East co-op 3

Univ. School of Milwaukee co-op 1
The top-seeded Green Bay East
co-op defeated the fifth-seeded Uni-
versity School of Milwaukee co-op

on Feb. 23 in Green Bay.

It was the Green Bay East
co-op’s first playoff game after it
received a bye.

BOYS HOCKEY
Lakeland Union 3

Antigo/Witt-Birn 1

The fourth-seeded Antigo/
Wittenberg-Birnamwood co-op was
defeated by top-seeded Lakeland
Union on Feb. 23 in Minocqua.

Pulaski's Ethan Eggert, right, tries to pin Milton's Aiden Slama during the Division 1113-pound weight
class fifth-place match, held Feb. 26 at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament at the

Kohl Center in Madison.

The Pulaski wrestler split his
two matches Saturday. He lost a 10-5
decision to Slinger’s Noah Tonsor
before earning a 5-0 decision win over
Milton’s Aiden Slama in the fifth-place
match.

Against Tonsor, Eggert earned his
points on three escapes and a take-
down. Eggert had a three-point nearfall
and reversal against Slama.

“It means a lot, as I've had the goal

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

of placing at high school state since

I was in grade school,” said Eggert,
who said he did well on his shots but
struggled at times to stay in a good
position, which let opponents get to
his legs.

“Taking fifth gave me confidence
and proved to myself that I am capable
of doing big things if I keep working
hard.”

Gille opened state against

Kaukauna’s Greyson Clark, losing a
16-0 technical fall. Clark went on to
win the state title.

After Clark advanced, that moved
Gille, a senior, to the consolation
bracket Friday morning. He dropped
a 7-1 decision to Arrowhead’s Nate
Druckrey, escaping in the third period
for his point.

Woosencraft lost a 23-8 technical
fall to Milton’s Aeoden Sinclair in his
first state match. Woosencraft earned
all eight points on escapes. Sinclair
went on to win the title at 170 pounds.

Woosencraft, a sophomore, then
dropped a 6-0 decision to Kasey Gish
of West Bend East in a consolation
matchup.

“First off, state was an incredible
experience,” said Woosencraft. “I en-
joyed every second of it and love each
and every one of our fans; they never
gave up on me and always believed in
me.”

He added that this year’s state ex-
perience will help him in the final two
years of his high school career.

Woosencraft finished the year with
a 27-15 record, while Gille was 30-

12. Eggert posted a 39-9 mark. Wells
earned a strong 36-3 record, while Gib-
bons went 37-6.

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Witt-Birn’s Owen Dickman
scored the first goal of the game
for the co-op, but Lakeland Union
scored twice in the third period to
come away with the win.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Bonduel 68

Menominee Indian 62

Bonduel topped Menominee
Indian in a Central Wisconsin
Conference-East Division clash on
Feb. 24 in Keshena.

Noah Weier hit four 3-pointers
and led Bonduel with 20 points.
Jon Sell made six shots and six free
throws to score 18 points.

Reece Stoltenow chipped in 13
points for the Bears, while Charlie
Tauchen had 11 points.

Bryce Dixon scored 16 points
to pace Menominee Indian. Isaiah
Moss provided 15 points, while
Lloyd Reevis had 12 points. Joshua
Besaw and Wendell Waukau con-
tributed 10 and nine points, respec-
tively.

Lena 65
Niagara 34

Max Beyer powered Lena to a
Marinette & Oconto Conference
win over Niagara on Feb. 24 in
Lena.

Beyer made 10 3-pointers and
scored 39 points to outscore Ni-
agara by himself.

Logan Shallow added 11 points
for Lena, while Lane Whiting had
eight points.

Tigerton 73

White Lake 65

Tigerton defeated White Lake in
a CWC-North clash on Feb. 24 in
White Lake.

Ryder Graham led Tigerton with
24 points and 12 rebounds.

Colby Wanta scored 22 points
for the Tigers, while Zeke Griepen-
trog had 17 points.

Gresham 78

Northland Lutheran 66

Gresham earned a CWC-North
road win over Northland Lutheran
on Feb. 24 in Kronenwetter.

Lukas Pecore knocked down
four 3-pointers and scored 25 points
for Gresham. Will Jensen added 15
points, while Belasaire Vele had 13
and Jack Haffner eight.

Vele also dished out 13 assists
and grabbed eight rebounds. Haff-
ner had five assists and five boards,
while Jensen grabbed six rebounds.

Blade Hoffman was credited with
seven rebounds for Gresham.

Witt-Birn 78
Shiocton 64

Wittenberg-Birnamwood took
down Shiocton in a CWC-East
battle on Feb. 24 in Wittenberg.

Simon Schairer powered Witt-
Birn with 26 points, making 12 field
goals and two free throws.

Ben Wesolowski and Jack Fraaza
each tallied 13 points, while Ben
Flak had 10 points.

Ashwaubenon 66

Pulaski 53

Pulaski dropped a Fox River
Classic Conference matchup to
Ashwaubenon on Feb. 24 in Pulaski.

Derek Shaw made three 3-point-
ers and scored 16 points for Pulaski.

Brady Wotruba added 14 points
for the Red Raiders, while Gatlin
Robaidek had seven points.

Shawano 60
Pulaski 55

Shawano outscored Pulaski by
six in the second half to claim a
nonconference win on Feb. 21 in
Shawano.

Michael Metcalf-Grassman
scored 29 points to power Shawano
to victory. He hit four 3-pointers
among his nine field goals, and
added seven free throws.
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Witt-Birn's Gauderman places 3rd at state

Winkers took Gauderman down at
POtrykus ends the start of the third period before
Gauderman escaped and took him

Wrestling Career at down. After Winkers escaped,

. Gauderman got a late takedown and
Madlson two-point nearfall to seal up the
win.
In the third-place match against
By MORGAN RODE Marten, neither wrestler scored

Sports Editor in the first period. Marten chose
the bottom position for the second
period, but Gauderman made him
regret that decision by pinning him.

“I can’t really say I'm mad at my-
self for not wrestling good, because
this weekend is probably the best
I've wrestled all year,” said Gauder-
man.

“It (third place) means a lot. It’s
nice knowing that basically every-
body else is a senior, so I don’t have
to worry about anybody next year.
Obviously, I wish I would have
came in first, but I'm glad I came
back after the loss in the semifinals
and cleaned up a little bit.”

After a fourth-place finish at
state as a sophomore and now a

Wittenberg-Birnamwood High
School junior David Gauderman
lost just once at state on his way to
a third-place finish in the Division 3
220-pound weight class at the 2022
WIAA State Individual Wrestling
Tournament, which ran Feb. 24-26
at the Kohl Center in Madison.

Senior teammate Pierson Po-
trykus also competed at state, los-
ing his lone match at 126 pounds.

Gauderman had a bye and didn’t
wrestle his first state match until
Friday morning.

He pinned Stratford’s Cole Mar-
ten in 1:43 to advance. Gauderman
took Marten down about 90 sec-

onds into the match before pinning third-place finish, Gauderman is

him. . ) hoping his final wrestling season
The win moved Gauderman into  op4s atop the podium with a state

the semifinals Friday night, where title.

he lost 7-6 to Reedsville’s Cole Eb- “Just lifting heavy, conditioning,
ert by ultimate tiebreaker. doing everything that’s necessary.
Neither wrestler scored in the Just working out every day, not giv-
first period. In the second, Ebert ing myself excuses on the week-
escaped from the bottom position ends not to go and workout because

before Gauderman took him down if ,
. i . . . o . . you want to be at the top, that’s
Wittenberg-Birnamwood's David Gauderman, right, takes down Reedsville’s Cole Ebert during a Divi- grab the lead. what you got to do,” said Gauder-

sion 3 220-pound weight class semifinal match on Feb. 25 at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling

Tournament at the Kohl Center in Madison. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA C}:;io(; Z;getgsl?ﬁif r(liii:,ir’l Iék;?(r)i e 151:;123 c;fetxhtew“ilxcl)tri(r.lt Il take to win
Gauderman escaped. Potrykus’ match came Thursday

In the third period, Gauderman evening against Stanley-Boyd’s
pulled off a reversal from the bot- Breckin Burzynski. Potrykus
tom position before Ebert escaped. dropped a 3-1 decision.

Tied at five, each wrestler es- Neither wrestler scored in the
caped from the bottom position to  first period, with the first points
send the match to double overtime.  coming on a Burzynski escape in
Ebert escaped with 11 seconds re- the second. Potrykus escaped in the
maining to claim the match. third period.

“The semifinal match didn’t go It looked as if the match would
my way. I just made one mistake head into overtime, but Burzynski
early in the match, and it cost me at  got a takedown with under five sec-
the end of the match,” said Gauder-  onds to go to steal the match.
man. “It was definitely great to

The loss sent Gauderman into wrestle there again,” said Potrykus.
the consolation bracket Saturday, “Wish I could’ve lasted longer into
where he won twice to grab third the tournament, but I'm still glad I
place. Gauderman defeated Fenni- got to have my family come for the
more’s Cameron Winkers 10-3 and weekend and have a good time.”
then pinned Marten in 1:37 in the Potrykus finished the season
third-place match. with a 44-8 record, while Gauder-

Wittenberg-Birnamwood's Pierson Potrykus, top, wrestles Stanley-Boyd's Breckin Burzynski during a Against Winkers, Gauderman man was 47-4.

Division 3 126-pound weight class on Feb. 24 at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament  took the lead with an escape and
at the Kohl Center in Madison. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA  takedown in the second period. sports@newmedia-wi.com
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WITT-BIRN BOYS HOOPS

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood boys basketball team held an 8-8 record through Jan. 31.

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood boys
basketball teams began its postseason
journey this week after a strong regular
season. The Chargers earned a 15-9
overall record and were 9-3 in the Central
Wisconsin Conference-East Division to

CONTRIBUTED

claim second place.

Simon Schairer and Ben Wesolowski
were the team'’s top scorers, with Schairer
and Max Fraaza leading the team in
rebounding. Wesolowski and Kaden
Schmidt led the team in assists.

WITT-BIRN GIRLS HOOPS —

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood girls basketball team held a 12-6 record through Jan. 31. CONTRIBUTED

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood girls
basketball team recently wrapped up its
season after a loss in a Division 4 regional
title game. The Chargers earned playoff
wins over Montello and Marathon.

Witt-Birn capped the season with a

17-10 record, including a 6-6 mark in the
CWC-East to tie for third place.

Reese Rogowski and Kaylee Schram
led the team in scoring and rebounding.
Rogowski and Jadalynn were tops in
assists.

WITT-BIRN WRESTLING ——

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood wrestling team had 16 dual wins through Jan. 31.

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood wrestling
team wrapped up its season with David
Gauderman and Pierson Potrykus
competing at state. Gauderman took third.

The team took second at the CWC

CONTRIBUTED

Tournament. Gauderman took first, while
Potrykus, Easton Davis, Andres Sanchez,

Max Kersten, Nico Pelusi, Owen Schultz,

Nathan Waupekenay and Coye Brillowski
took second.
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Bonduel's Tyson Bogacz, right, wrestles Boyceville's Ira Bialzik during a Division 3 160-pound weight class consolation match Feb. 25 during the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament at the Kohl

Center in Madison.

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Bogacz claims 6th at D3 160 weight class

Bonduel junior caps
year with 43 wins

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Bonduel High School junior
Tyson Bogacz earned a sixth-place
finish in the Division 3 160-pound
weight class at the 2022 WIAA State
Individual Wrestling Tournament,
which ran Feb. 24-26 at the Kohl
Center in Madison.

Bogacz finished with a 1-3 record
at state and capped the season with
a 43-11 record.

“I wish I could’ve been higher
on the podium,” said Bogacz. “My
sixth-place finish this year just
means I have a lot of work to do
this offseason. I learned more than
enough from this experience.

“This finish tells and shows me
there’s still work to be done if I
want to get to where I want to be by
next year.”

Bogacz had a bye and didn’t have
to wrestle the first night of state. He
opened his state run against Aqui-
nas’ Calvin Hargrove, dropping an
11-7 decision.

Bogacz had the first takedown,
but Hargrove got three points on
an escape and takedown to lead
3-2 after one period. The Aquinas
wrestler then scored five points off a
reversal and three-point nearfall to
take a commanding 8-2 lead, but Bo-
gacz pulled off a reversal of his own
for the final points of the period.

In the final period, Bogacz
escaped the bottom position and
then got a takedown with about 45
seconds left to cut the deficit to one.
After Hargrove escaped, he took
down Bogacz with just over 25 sec-

onds left and hung on for the win.

The loss sent Bogacz into the
consolation bracket, where he
picked up a 9-2 decision win over
Boyceville’s Ira Bialzik.

Bogacz had the lone points in
the first period on a takedown and
then scored five points in the next
period on an escape, takedown and
two-point nearfall. The junior upped
his lead to nine after a takedown in
the third period. Bialzik pulled off
areversal with 25 seconds left, but
Bogacz didn’t surrender any more
points the rest of the way to claim
the win.

On the final day of the tourna-
ment, Bogacz dropped a 9-3 decision
to Wabeno/Laona/Three Lakes’
Piersson Czaplinski before losing a
6-5 decision to Hargrove in the fifth-
place match.

Against Czaplinski, Bogacz
trailed 2-0 after a period before

escaping late in the second period.
Czaplinski got a takedown with just
over 10 seconds left to take a 4-1
lead. In the final period, Czaplin-

ski and Bogacz each had reversals
before Czaplinski got three more
points on an escape and takedown in
the final 15 seconds.

In his second showdown with
Hargrove, Bogacz scored the first
takedown before the Aquinas
wrestler escaped and then took
him down with five seconds left in
the opening period. Bogacz got the
only point in the next period on an
escape and then took the lead after
a three-point nearfall about 30 sec-
onds into the final period. Seconds
later, Hargrove pulled off a reversal
and then eventually got two more
points on a nearfall with 40 seconds
left to emerge victorious.

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Panthers' freshman Bozile makes
podium at D2 126 weight class

Pankratz finishes
with 1-2 mark

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Along with Clayton Whiting’s state
title, Oconto Falls had Graeson Pan-
kratz and Cole Bozile competing at the
2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling
Tournament, which ran Feb. 24-26 at
the Kohl Center in Madison.

Bozile came away with a sixth-place
finish in the Division 2 126-pound
weight class, while Pankratz fell a win
short of making the podium at 120
pounds.

“It’s pretty awesome to wrestle my
last matches at state,” said Pankratz,

a senior. “Not many people get to do
that.”

Bozile’s state run began with a 6-2
decision win over Adams-Friendship’s
Jordan Dolata on Thursday night.

All the scoring came in the final
period, with Bozile and then Dolata
pulling off reversals. Bozile got another
reversal before a two-point nearfall
to pull off the win and advance to the
quarterfinals.

Bozile faced Neillsville/Green-
wood/Loyal’s Derek Zschernitz in
the quarterfinals and won another 6-2
decision.

Bozile fell behind early on but
pulled a reversal to tie the match. In
the second period, Bozile started in the
top position and never gave it up, add-
ing two points on a nearfall near the
end of the period. In the final period,
Bozile earned another two points on a
reversal to seal up his win.

Bozile squared off with Portage’s
Chase Beckett in the semifinals Friday
night. Beckett won a 10-0 major deci-
sion and then went on to win the state
title.

The loss sent Bozile to the consola-
tion bracket, where he wrestled two
matches Saturday.

Bozile dropped a 7-0 decision to
Campbellsport’s Ostin Blanchard and
then lost a 4-3 decision to Ashland’s
Austin Defoe in the fifth-place match.

Against Defoe, Bozile trailed the
entire match before getting a take-

Oconto Falls’ Cole Bozile, top, wrestles Portage's Chase Beckett in a Division 2 126-pound weight class semifinal match Feb. 25 at the 2022 WIAA State
Individual Wrestling Tournament at the Kohl Center in Madison.

down with just under 10 seconds to
wrestle to tie things up. Defoe escaped
to claim the win.

“I think I did great — not the
outcome I would’ve liked, but I fought
hard,” said Bozile of his state tourna-
ment. “I think that I could’ve wrestled
better on my feet and getting out on
bottom.”

The freshman was thrilled to end
his year on the state podium and
thanked his wrestling partners for
helping him get there. He’s excited for
what’s to come in the next three years.

“This finish makes me want to be
standing higher on that podium next
year,” said Bozile. “The state experi-
ence was also nothing but the best, and
now I know what I have to come in the
next three years.”

Pankratz began his state tourna-
ment Thursday evening against Win-

neconne’s Mason Sternard. Pankratz
won a 7-0 decision, controlling the
match from start to finish.

Pankratz got a takedown about 30
seconds into the match and held that
position the rest of the period. In the
next period, Pankratz got another take-
down. He started in the bottom posi-
tion in the third and escaped before
getting a late takedown to seal his win.

In the quarterfinals Friday, Pan-
kratz was pinned in 4:31 by Neillsville/
Greenwood/Loyal’s Luke Dux.

Pankratz trailed 6-2 after a period
after escaping twice and then escaped
twice in the second period, but trailed
10-4. Dux escaped, took down Pan-
kratz and then pinned him in the final
period.

It was a similar outcome for Pan-
kratz in a consolation match Friday
afternoon against East Troy’s Jonah
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Edwards, who pinned Pankratz in 4:21.

Pankratz grabbed the lead with an
escape and takedown in the second
period, but Edwards responded with
an escape, takedown and three-point
nearfall to surge ahead. He then pulled
a reversal before pinning Pankratz in
the final period.

Pankratz was pleased with how
he wrestled Thursday but said he got
caught in some positions and put on
his back during his Friday matches.
Despite falling short of his expecta-
tions, he was happy to end his career
on the biggest stage.

“It was cool to experience the tour-
nament one more time, and there’s no
better place to wrestle my last match,”
said Pankratz.

Pankratz finished the season with a
37-12 record, while Bozile was 24-9.
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HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Comins takes 6th at D3 106 weight class

Lena's Dylan Comins, top, wrestles Fennimore's Amryn Nutter during a Division 3 106-pound weight class consolation match Feb. 26 at the 2022 WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament at the Kohl Center

in Madison.

Junior breaks
school record for
wins in a season

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Lena High School junior Dylan
Comins posted a 2-3 record on his
way to a sixth-place finish in the
Division 3 106-pound weight class
at the 2022 WIAA State Individual
Wrestling Tournament, which ran
Feb. 24-26 at the Kohl Center in
Madison.

“I accomplished what I wanted
to, just to make the podium,” said
Comins, who finished the season
with a 50-10 record, helping him set
a new school record for wins in a
season.

He expressed disappointment
at ending his state experience with

aloss. “I didn’t wrestle up to my
potential in my last match, but I'm
happy with my state run.”

Comins opened his state run
Thursday night against Cadott’s Ka-
leb Lodahl, winning an 18-1 technical
fall.

Comins controlled the match
from start to finish. He got the first
takedown before a three-point near-
fall about a minute into the match.
Lodahl escaped shortly after, but
Comins got another takedown and
three-point takedown before the first
period expired.

In the second period, Comins
pulled off a reversal from the bottom
position before two three-point near-
falls helped him reach the 15-point-
plus advantage to call the match by
technical fall.

“It was awesome to wrestle in
the Kohl Center,” said Comins. “The
atmosphere of everything is just
unexplainable.”

In the quarterfinals the following

day, Comins dropped a 13-7 decision
to Glenwood City’s Wyatt Unser.

Unser had all five first-period
points on a takedown and three-
point nearfall, before Comins won
the second period 4-1. He had two
takedowns to one Unser escape.

In the final period, Unser escaped
the bottom position before Comins
got a takedown to trim his deficit
to one. Unser took over the match
with the next six points on an escape,
takedown and three-point nearfall
before Comins got a late escape.

The loss sent Comins into the
consolation bracket, where he pinned
Auburndale’s Derek Godard in 2:01
to guarantee himself a place on the
podium.

It was Godard that led 5-0 after a
period, but Comins got a takedown
halfway through the second period
that led to the pin.

Comins wrestled twice on the final
day of state. He dropped an 18-2 tech-
nical fall to Fennimore’s Amryn Nutter
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and then lost a 9-3 decision to Unser.

Against Nutter, Comins trailed 2-0
about three minutes into the match
before Nutter got a takedown and
trio of nearfalls to go up 12-0. Comins
had the first takedown of the final pe-
riod, but Nutter escaped, took down
Comins and got a three-point nearfall
to end the match.

In Comins’ second match against
Unser, the Lena junior trailed 7-0 go-
ing to the third period. Unser scored
the first point of the last period
before Comins picked up a point on a
penalty before getting a late take-
down. He then let Unser escape but
couldn’t bring him down again.

Comins’ state experience the
past two years has him planning
big things for his final high school
season.

“Next year I will be hungrier to
get higher on the podium after I got
a taste of what it is like to win in
Madison,” said Comins.

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Shawano's Young and Smits fall

short of Division 1 state podium

Young wins
pair of matches

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Shawano Community High
School wrestlers Caden Young and
Jackson Smits fell short of top-six
finishes during the 2022 WIAA State
Individual Wrestling Tournament,
which ran Feb. 24-26 at the Kohl
Center in Madison.

Young went 2-2 in the Division 1
170-pound weight class while Smits,
a senior, dropped his lone state
match at 220 pounds.

“Being my last wrestling season,
just like everybody else, I did not
want it to end,” said Smits. “Making
it to the state tournament gave me
more time to do what I love with
the people that I love. In the end, I
am just grateful to have gotten more
time.”

Young opened his state run
Thursday afternoon against New
Berlin West/Eisenhower’s Jack Gil-
lis, winning a tight 8-6 decision.

Young dominated the first period,
taking down Gillis three times
before allowing three escapes. Gillis
tied the match with an escape and
takedown in the next period.

The Shawano junior started the
third period in the bottom position,
and after drawing a stalling call,
picked up the go-ahead point on a
penalty. He got his final point on an
escape.

The win moved Young into the
quarterfinals against Arrowhead’s
Noah Mulvaney, who topped Young
in a 12-6 decision.

Mulvaney got two takedowns to
one Young escape in the first period.
Mulvaney scored all five points in
the next period on an escape, take-
down and two-point nearfall to take
control. Young continued to battle in
the final period, cutting into the defi-
cit with a takedown and two-point
nearfall, but a Mulvaney escape and
takedown sealed the match.

The loss meant Young moved to
the consolation bracket Friday. He
began consolation action with a 10-3

Shawano's Caden Young, top, wrestles Union Grove's Travis Moore during a Division 1170-pound consolation match Feb. 25 at the 2022 WIAA State Indi-
vidual Wrestling Tournament at the Kohl Center in Madison.

decision win over Muskego’s Matt
Kinzel.

Young controlled the match,
going up 5-0 after a takedown and
three-point nearfall in the first
period and escape in the second.
Kinzel escaped in the final period,
but Young secured the win with a
takedown and two-point nearfall.

Young’s season came to a close
after a 9-2 decision loss to Union
Grove’s Travis Moore.

Moore got a takedown in the first
period and escape in the second to
go up 3-0 before a three-point near-
fall in the third period. Young pulled
off a reversal, but eventually ran out
of time.

“For me, my state tournament as
a whole was underwhelming,” said

Young. “I feel like I didn’t wrestle to
the best of my abilities.”

Despite falling short of his expec-
tations, Young believes he can build
on the experience.

“This is definitely going to help
motivate me to reach the top of that
podium,” said Young, who added he
enjoyed the state experience.

Smits’ state match came against
Holmen’s Carson Westcott on Thurs-
day afternoon. Westcott won a 9-4
decision, then lost in the next round,
meaning Smits was eliminated from
the consolation competition.

Smits fell behind 2-0 before
escaping early in the second period.
Westcott then got a takedown and
three-point nearfall to make it 7-1.

In the final period, Smits got a
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takedown and then kept the pres-
sure on, eventually getting a point
on a stalling call. The senior eventu-
ally ran out of time, with Westcott
picking up late points on a penalty
and escape.

“My match did not go the way
I hoped it would, but I rest easy
knowing that I left everything out
there on the floor of the Kohl Cen-
ter,” said Smits. “All in all, the state
experience is one that I will never
forget. I am truly blessed to have
had this opportunity to make more
memories with my coaches, team-
mates and family.”

Smits finished the season with a
32-9 record, while Young was 28-4.
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Bonduel girls win D4 regional title

Gresham, Menominee
Indian also earned
playoff wins

By MORGAN RODE and LUKE REIMER
NEW Media

The high school girls basketball
postseason got underway last week
with regional play.

Bonduel won two games to claim
a Division 4 regional title, while
Gresham and Menominee Indian also
picked up playoff wins before being
eliminated.

Bonduel

Third-seeded Bonduel opened
the playoffs with a 46-44 overtime
win over sixth-seeded Crandon in a
regional semifinal battle on Feb. 25
in Bonduel. The Bears then routed
seventh-seeded Shiocton 83-46 in the
regional title game Feb. 26 in Bonduel.

In the title game, Allaina Robaidek
scored 25 points to power Bonduel.
Hailey Zernicke had a double-double
with 14 points and 11 rebounds.

Brenna Hertzfeldt finished with
nine rebounds and eight points for the
Bears. Kylie Hoffman dished out six as-
sists, and Ella Hischke had five assists.

In the team’s win over Crandon,
Robaidek led the way again.

Robaidek scored four of the Bears’
five points in overtime on four free
throws. In total, Robaidek recorded 14
points, while Zernicke added another
10 points.

Crandon is a team that had been
a thorn in the side for Bonduel. The
Bears had been eliminated by Cran-
don in three out of the last four play-
offs. Earlier in the season, Robaidek
hit a game winning 3-pointer to beat
Crandon.

“In my freshman and sophomore
seasons, they (Crandon) actually
knocked us out of the playoffs,” said
Robaidek. “I was going to die before I
let that happen again.”

Not much scoring came in overtime
as Bonduel outscored Crandon 5-3 in
the extra period. One of the biggest
plays in the game came when Audrey
Weier rebounded a missed Hischke
free throw with under 10 seconds left
in overtime. After another made free
throw from the Bears, Crandon’s des-
peration 3-point attempt missed, giving

Bonduel's Hailee Thompson runs the fast break, looking for an open teammate during the team's Division 4 playoff win over Crandon on Feb. 25 in Bonduel.

Bonduel a two-point win.

“My emotions were everywhere
tonight,” said Robaidek. “I had to keep
a cool composure though, as my team-
mates were looking to me for that.”

The game was close early, with
the Bears leading 12-10. That’s when
Bonduel head coach Jerry Reinke
made the decision to play a 2-3 zone
defense. The Bears excelled in the
zone, as the Cardinals only scored five
points in the last nine minutes of the
first half. Bonduel led 18-15 going into
the break.

“Late in the season, we have been
getting better at our zone defense,”
said Robaidek. “We just had our
hands up and were active. We knew
that we could not sit back and let it
come to us; we had to go.”

The defense from the Bears was
dominant again to open the second
half, as they opened the half on a 10-0
run. The Cardinals then started to get
hot from the field. Crandon went on
a18-10 run, to bring the game to 38-33
with 3:18 left in the game. A couple of
made 3-point shots, combined with a
couple of Bonduel turnovers, gave the
Cardinals a 41-40 lead with under a

minute to play.

Much like the overtime period,
Bonduel added a free throw from Ro-
baidek and Crandon’s 3-point attempt
at the buzzer was off the mark.

Bonduel will continue its post-
season push against top-seeded St.
Mary Catholic in a sectional semifinal
matchup March 3 in Crivitz.

Gresham

In Division 5, sixth-seeded Gresh-
am defeated 11th-seeded Northland
Lutheran 67-45 on Feb. 23 in Gresham
before falling just short in a 66-60 loss
to third-seeded Edgar on Feb. 25 in
Edgar.

Against Edgar, Hannah Cerveny
led Gresham with 23 points, while
Maddie Haffner added 15 points.
Cerveny hit four 3-pointers, while
Haffner made three.

Valarie Cerveny chipped in eight
points for the Wildcats.

Valarie Cerveny and Hannah
Cerveny powered Gresham against
Northland Lutheran, scoring 22 and 18
points, respectively.

Jessa Jensen and Haffner added
seven points each for Gresham, while
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Chloe Bohl had six.

Menominee Indian

In Division 3, seventh-seeded
Menominee Indian earned a home
playoff win before being eliminated.

The Eagles rolled to a 67-28 win
over 10th-seeded Tomahawk on Feb.
23 in Keshena before falling 65-55 to
second-seeded Amherst on Feb. 25 in
Ambherst.

Shawano

Up in Division 2, Shawano was
topped in its first playoff game.

The fifth-seeded Hawks lost 51-34
to fourth-seeded New London on Feb.
25 in New London. Shawano had a
bye to open the postseason.

Marion

Marion was the only local team
that moved its playoff game up a day
because of the impending inclement
weather.

The 16th-seeded Mustangs lost
67-6 to top-seeded Assumption in
a Division 5 regional quarterfinal
matchup Feb. 22 in Wisconsin Rapids.
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Gillett girls eliminated after regional title loss

Oconto Falls, Lena,
Suring also earned
playoff wins

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

The Oconto Falls, Gillett, Lena, Su-
ring and Pulaski girls basketball teams
all took part in regional playoff games
last week.

Gillett advanced to the regional
title game before being eliminated,
while Oconto Falls, Lena and Suring
all earned a playoff win.

Gillett

Playing in Division 5, fourth-seeded
Gillett earned home playoff wins over
13th-seeded White Lake (64-10 on Feb.
23) and fifth-seeded Florence (47-44
on Feb. 25) before coming up short in
a 35-29 loss to top-seeded Wabeno/
Laona on Feb. 26 in Laona.

It was a balanced attack that led
Gillett past White Lake. Carleigh Kac-
zmarek and Halle Fisher each scored
11 points for the Tigers, while Laney
DeBauch and Alaina Herzog had eight
each. A total of nine Gillett players
scored.

In the win over Florence, only four

Gillett players scored. Kaczmarek led
the team with 19 points, while Macy
Franti had 13 and Herzog 10. Naomi
Anker had the other five points.

Kaczmarek scored 14 of Gillett’s
points in the regional title loss to
Wabeno/Laona. Herzog chipped in
eight points.

Oconto Falls

Up in Division 3, Oconto Falls
cruised to a 52-24 win over 1lth-seed-
ed Little Chute on Feb. 23 in Oconto
Falls before being eliminated in a 72-
52 loss to third-seeded Xavier on Feb.
25 in Appleton.

Hailey Peitersen had a huge game
to lead the Panthers past Little Chute.
Peitersen nearly outscored Little
Chute all on her own after tallying 19
points, which included three 3-point-
ers.

“We had a really good warm-up
before the game. I was feeling it in
pregame, and we kind of just talked
it over. It’s hard to beat a team three
times, but we all just got in the right
mindset, and we got the job done,”
said Peitersen.

The teams split the first 14 points
in the contest before Oconto Falls
scored 15 straight points. Peitersen
had 10 of the points on that run.

Oconto Falls overwhelmed Little
Chute with a trapping press before
dropping back into a 1-3-1 zone.

The Panthers had a chance to blow
the game wide open, but they man-
aged just two points over the final six
minutes of the opening half.

Peitersen added a couple more
buckets in the second half to help the
team to a 44-19 lead with less than
seven minutes to play. At that point,
coach Tim Solarek pulled the starters
and key reserves to rest them.

It was a bittersweet moment for
Peitersen and the rest of the Panthers’
senior class, as the win over Little
Chute marked that group’s final game
on their home court.

“It’s great. It was nice to see the
fans here one last time,” said Peiters-
en. “It’s so cool to see what’s coming
up in the years and celebrating our
successes, t00.”

Amber Otto starred down the
stretch, scoring six straight points to
help the Panthers seal the win. Alexis
Euclide also scored six points for
Oconto Falls, which had 10 players
score in the contest.

Against Xavier, Peitersen poured
in 27 points for the Panthers. Euclide
added 15 points. Oconto Falls trailed
by just six, 33-27, at halftime.

Lena

Back in Division 5, sixth-seeded
Lena eased to a 66-23 win over No. 11
Goodman/Pembine on Feb. 23 in Lena
before dropping a 46-37 regional semi-

final game to third-seeded Niagara on
Feb. 25 in Niagara.

In the win over Goodman/Pem-
bine, four Lena players scored in
double figures, led by Claire Brooks’
13 points.

Natalie McNurlen and Eva Brooks
each contributed 11 points for the
Wildcats, while Chaela Rabas had 10.
Whitney Potter added in seven points.

Against Niagara, Eva Brooks scored
a team-high 12 points. Rabas tallied
nine points, and Potter had eight.

Suring

Also in Division 5, seventh-seeded
Suring toppled No. 10 Bowler 59-18
on Feb. 23 in Suring before the Eagles
were eliminated. They lost 57-33 to
second-seeded Three Lakes on Feb. 25
in Three Lakes.

In the win over Bowler, 10 Suring
players scored. MacKenzie Bailey and
Christine Sleeter led the Eagles with
15 and 12 points, respectively.

Pulaski

Up in Division 2, ninth-seeded
Pulaski was topped 46-41 by eighth-
seeded Luxemburg-Casco in its lone
playoff game Feb. 23 in Luxemburg.

Ella Wiese scored 17 points for
Pulaski. Olivia Kubek and Madeline
Christenson added eight points each.
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Witt-Birn girls’ season ends after regional title loss

Bowler, Tigerton
eliminated in regional
quarterfinals

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

The Wittenberg-Birnamwood,
Bowler and Tigerton girls basket-
ball teams all competed in regional
playoff games last week.

Witt-Birn advanced to the
regional title game before being
eliminated, while Bowler and Ti-
gerton were topped in the regional
quarterfinals.

Witt-Birn

Witt-Birn was a No. 5 seed in

Division 4. The Chargers routed
12th-seeded Montello 68-26 on Feb.
23 in Wittenberg before picking up
a 34-31 regional semifinal win over
fifth-seeded Marathon on Feb. 25 in
Marathon. Witt-Birn was defeated
50-36 by top-seeded Westfield in

a regional title game Feb. 26 in
Westfield.

Against Montello, Kaylee
Schram tallied 25 points, eight
rebounds and three steals for Witt-
Birn, while Reese Rogowski had 21
points and three assists.

Faith Resch chipped in nine
points for the Chargers. Jami
Wendler and Jadalynn Davids had
four assists each. Resch grabbed
eight rebounds, while Allison Linke
had six.

Rogowski led the way against
Marathon, tallying 14 points, five

assists, four blocks and three steals.

Schram added 11 points and 12
rebounds for the Chargers. Davids
dished out three assists.

In the loss to Westfield, Rogows-
ki again led the way with 18 points
and three steals. Schram added
seven points.

“Westfield is an outstanding
team and a great 3-point shooting
team,” said Witt-Birn coach Nick
Mechelke. “They knocked down
seven of them to our two, and that
was the big difference tonight.

“I really enjoyed how aggressive
we played tonight, and I'm very
proud of how we finished this sea-
son. We were down 20 and chipped
the lead to 13 at the half. We contin-
ued to stay aggressive and got the
lead down to 8-9 points, but we just
didn’t have enough tonight.”

Mechelke also thanked seniors
Schram and Davids for their time
and dedication to the basketball
program.

Bowler

Bowler was a No. 10 seed in Di-
vision 5. The Panthers were defeat-
ed 59-18 by seventh-seeded Suring
on Feb. 23 in Suring.

Bowler was limited to just four
points in the first half, at which
point the team trailed by 31 points.

Tigerton

Tigerton also was a part of the
Division 5 brackets and was a No.
14 seed.

The Tigers lost 64-4 to third-
seeded Edgar on Feb. 23 in Edgar.
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Shawano's

Both athletes
staying in state

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Shawano Community High
School seniors Grace Beyer and
Isabel Roloff each signed letters of
intent on Feb. 23 inside the high
school.

Beyer will join the University
of Wisconsin-Green Bay cross-
country team, while Roloff heads to
UW-Milwaukee to compete on the
track and field team.

“It’s so special. Just knowing that
my four years of hard work have
made me able to run in college. All
the support from my teammates
and coaches have helped me get
to this place,” said Beyer. “It’s so
special to be able to celebrate this
with friends and family and have
the support there from all of those
people — to cheer me on in college
and just know that they will always
be there for me through that too.”

“I guess it’s kind of just a day to
have a ceremony that recognizes all
the hard work I've put in,” said Rol-
off. “Going on to track in the next
four years is going to help me push
even harder and be an even better
athlete than I am.”

Each athlete has etched their
name in the Shawano record book
over their high school careers.

Beyer owns the best time ever
for any Shawano girls runner in
the team’s home invite. She led
the team her entire senior season,
which culminated with the team
competing at state.

Roloff has the girls school record
in the 100-meter dash and pole
vault. She also ranks third in the
200 dash. Roloff made it to state in
the 100 and pole vault as a junior.

While both have been consistent
performers for their teams over
their careers, the thought of com-
peting in college wasn’t a sure thing
for either athlete.

“My senior year I was going to
do cross-country as normal and
just see — if I did good, I'd run in
college then. If I had fun, I was like
‘oh, I’ll continue this,” said Beyer.

Beyer had plenty of fun during
her final season, eventually guiding
the team to state.

She was named the NEW Media
Inc. All-Region Girls Cross-Country

Beyer, Roloff sign letters of intent

Shawano's Isabel Roloff, center, signs a letter of intent as her parents, Jenny, left, and Jeff look on during a signing day ceremony on Feb. 23 at Shawano

Community High School.

Shawano's Grace Beyer, center, signs her letter of intent as her parents, Troy, left, and Jamie look on
during a signing day ceremony on Feb. 23 at Shawano Community High School.

Runner of the Year for her big final
season.

She said several colleges wrote
letters and reached out with inter-
est, with UW-Green Bay being one
of the last to do so.

“I really liked the school. The
coaches were extremely support-
ive and nice,” said Beyer. “I loved
the atmosphere that was there
and decided that GB was where I
would like to continue my running
career.”

Beyer added that Green Bay
also appealed to her as a Division
I school, which opened up more
opportunities for her. The school
being close to home also was a
positive.

Beyer has enjoyed her conversa-
tions with coach Mike Kline and
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some of the current runners, and
also has gotten to know a couple of
the incoming recruits.

“It’s just a team that I want to
be involved in, a team that will be
supportive and that I’ll have fun
running with,” said Beyer.

Roloff’s recruitment process
took off during the team’s regional
meet last spring. Milwaukee’s
sprint coach was in attendance
and handed his business card to
the Shawano coaching staff and
told them to have Roloff fill out a
recruitment survey.

Roloff did just that before hav-
ing several conversations with that
Milwaukee coach, talking about the
school and track and field program.
This past fall, she took an official
visit to the school and decided
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that’s where she wanted to be.

“I really liked Milwaukee’s
campus, because not only am I go-
ing to college to run track, I'm also
very invested in my academics,”
said Roloff. “It’s in a big city area,
but with a smaller campus, more
compact — I really liked that. I also
liked that they have a good business
school that I can get my degree in
and be proficient in the future.”

While it was the sprint coach
who noticed Roloff, she anticipates
doing both sprints and pole vault
in college, just like she has in high
school. UWM believes Roloff will
excel most in the 100 dash at the
start of her career there, and she
also hopes to keep improving as a
vaulter.

Roloff has the unique opportu-
nity in getting one final season in
the sport she will compete in at the
college level.

“I’'m definitely hoping to go back
to the state track meet this year,”
said Roloff, adding that the school
is back in Division 1 instead of 2
like last year, which make things a
bit more challenging.

“For the 100-meter, I hope to get
anew PR (personal record), just
like I have been in past years and
continue to improve that time. The
pole vault as well, keep getting new
PRs and improving myself, not only
to go to the state track meet, but to
improve myself as well.”

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Menominee Indian's Corn signs letter of intent

Senior will join University of Minnesota Morris football team

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Menominee Indian High School
senior Andre Corn signed his letter
of intent at the high school on Feb.
25.

Corn will join the University of
Minnesota Morris football team for
the upcoming season.

“Its hard to put this into words,”
said Corn. “Right now I am really
excited. I worked so hard every day
for this moment here.”

The senior has excelled at two
football positions, wide receiver
and defensive back. In 2021 alone,
Corn recorded 44 receptions for 891
yards and three touchdowns. On
the defensive side of the ball, Corn
tallied 141 combined tackles and
four interceptions.

In his high school career, Corn
has recorded 101 catches for 1,739
yards and five touchdowns. He
has also recorded 315 tackles, eight
interceptions and nine forced
fumbles.

With this versatility, he said that
he was not completely sure which
position he was going to land on in
college.

“Honestly, I have been thinking
about it a lot,” said Corn. “I have
been leaning more towards receiv-
er. Honestly, I will play wherever
they want me to play. I will make
plays wherever they put me — I
just want to do what’s best and help
the team.”

Following his signing, Corn
thanked the students and staff that
were in attendance. As he was giv-
ing a speech and thanking every-
one, Corn was getting choked up
with emotions.

“Growing up was pretty traumat-
ic for me,” said Corn. “My brother
was always there for me. He taught
me this game that I love. Ever since
I was five years old, he was teach-
ing me how to play football.”

The emotions from Corn, talking
about his brother, comes from his
brother’s recent passing.

“I truly believe that I would not
have had this moment or day, if
he wasn’t there teaching me,” said
Corn. “It is emotional, but it is a
good emotional, I am happy.”

During the process of choosing
where he wanted to continue his
football career, Corn said that the
head coach from the University

Menominee Indian's Andre Corn carries the ball during the team's nonconference matchup against Auburndale on Aug. 19 in Keshena. Corn signed a letter of

intent to continue his football career on Feb. 25.

of Minnesota Morris initiated a
conversation with him during the
Indigenous Bowl at U.S. Bank Sta-
dium in Minneapolis.

“When I was talking to him, he
told me that I was the first one on
his list and that he was looking for
me,” said Corn. “I have been talking
to him ever since then. He blessed
my life in so many different ways.”

Corn estimated that 20-30
schools reached out to him.

“Minnesota Morris offers free
tuition for Native Americans,” said
Corn, on why he chose to continue
his football and education career at

the University of Minnesota Morris.

“I loved being in Minnesota. I feel
like it is the right decision.”

Corn will join a former Menomi-
nee Indian teammate in Bryce
Dixon in Morris.

“I think it is pretty cool to expe-
rience college with someone that I
was teammates with already,” said
Corn. “We know each other, so
we can push each other out of our
comfort zones and help each other
grow.”

He said that through high school
and football, he has learned many
lessons, including resiliency.
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“My life was hard,” said Corn. “I
learned just to show up every day
and get in a habit. No matter how I
felt, or whatever was going on in my
life, I always managed to show up.”

Corn added that this is some-
thing that will follow him to col-
lege.

“Football made me come to
school,” said Corn. “I want to get
better, not as an athlete but as a
person too.”

Corn plans to major in social
work in college.

Ireimer@newmedia-wi.com
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BONDUEL GIRLS BASKETBALL

The Bonduel girls basketball team won a Division 4 regional title on Feb. 26

The Bonduel girls basketball team is in
the middle of its postseason journey. The
Bears won a Division 4 regional title after
an overtime win over Crandon on Feb. 25
before a rout of Shiocton on Feb. 26.

HARMANN STUDIOS

During the regular season, Bonduel
went 22-4 overall. The Bears finished 11-1
in the Central Wisconsin Conference-East
Division to share the conference title with
Ambherst.

BONDUEL BOYS BASKETBALL

The Bonduel boys basketball team had a 9-7 overall record through Jan. 31.

The Bonduel boys basketball team
begins its postseason March 4 with a
home game. The Bears will face either
Manawa or Mishicot.

BONDUEL WRESTLING

HARMANN STUDIOS

Bonduel posted a 15-9 record during
the regular season and finished 7-5 in the
CWC-East to take third place. The team
won seven of its last nine games.

The Bonduel wrestling team has 14 dual wins on the year through Jan. 31.

The Bonduel wrestling team recently
wrapped up its season with Tyson Bogacz
placing sixth at the state tournament. At
the girls state tournament, Hailey Berg and
Maddy Sokolski each took second place.

HARMANN STUDIOS

Bonduel finished fourth as a team at
the CWC Tournament, with Tyson Bogacz
and Jaxon Bogacz each winning individual
titles. Six other Bears took either third or
fourth place.
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