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Council approves amended
agreement for 2 businesses

$140K grant offered to
develop property to build
Dunkin' Donuts, Pizza Hut

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The Shawano Common Council
approved an amended agreement Dec.
14 with Mall World LLC, which is ex-
pected to build a Dunkin’ Donuts and
Pizza Hut in Woodlawn Plaza.

The amended agreement provides
a grant of $140,006 that will allow the
creation of a new sanitary force main,
relocating sanitary sewer and water
lines and construct a parking lot for
the two businesses.

The council had previously ap-
proved an agreement with Mall World
for bringing the two brand-name eater-
ies to the east side of Shawano, but
cost estimates had changed since then.

“What was uncovered at the time
was that there was going to be a lot of

utility work, because the (Shawano
Lake) Sanitary District) had a force
main back there ... and the develop-
ment didn’t plan for those costs,” said
City Administrator Eddie Sheppard.

Mall World had initially approached
the Shawano Industrial and Com-
mercial Development Commission for
about $70,000 for the work, according
to Sheppard. The commission made its
recommendation, and the council gave
its blessing in September. Then new
issues were discovered.

“Once the engineers got into it and
started to understand what needed to
be done to service those properties,
the cost grew significantly,” Sheppard
said. “In order to make the project
work for the seller to not lose money
to develop the property, the number
was around $140,000.”

It’s estimated that it’ll take three
years for the city to recover that
$140,000, figuring that the tax base for
that area will be close to $3 million,
Sheppard said.

“It’s still a really good deal for the

city,” he said.

Mayor Bruce Milavitz noted that
having Scott Nordin with Nordin and
Associates, a local surveying com-
pany, on the industrial and commer-
cial development commission was a
benefit because he brought insights
about the work done when dealing
with utility relocation.

“He showed what’s actually going
on there, and the liability to actually
get underneath the road,” Milavitz
said. “It literally scared almost every-
body off, and we were really fortunate
that there’s a company with more
satisfactory equipment, and they didn’t
think it was going to be a problem.”

Alderman Kevin Barkow said the
utility work needs to be done to de-
velop the property.

“If we don’t have the work done,
we're just going to have a permanent
park,” Barkow said. “We need to get
this done in order to have any business
over there.”

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

7 school board, 3 council seats up for grabs
No competitive races yet as January deadline approaches

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Residents in the city of Shawano
and beyond could be asked to make
a lot of choices to determine who
will represent their interests on the
Shawano Common Council and the
Shawano School Board in 2023, but
only if the races become competitive.

Normally, voters would be asked
to decide on three seats for the
school board, but the mass exodus
of five board members this summer
means that voters will be deciding on
seven seats for the board, with four
of them serving for only one or two
years to fill unexpired terms. The
remaining seats are for the regular
three-year terms.

Mike Musolff and Alysia Pills-
bury are still on the board and both
represent the towns of Wescott and
Washington. Lori Sherman, Shawano

School District administrative as-
sistant, said that Pillsbury has filed a
notice of non-candidacy, so her seat is
up for grabs.

John Arens, Bobbi Lemerond, Al
Pyatskowit, Karen Smith and Samuel
Sousek were appointed to the board
during the summer and will have
to win April’s election. Arens’ seat
represents the towns of Waukechon,
Navarino and Belle Plaine. Pyatskowit
represents the towns of Richmond,
Herman and Pella. Lemerond and
Smith have seats that represent
Shawano, while Sousek’s seat is an
at-large seat.

As of Dec. 19, none of the incum-
bents had taken out paperwork to
run for another term, according to
Sherman, and there are presently no
challengers in the race.

The council race is a little simpler
with only three seats up for grabs.

Brad Keuschel’s seat in District 1,
Kevin Barkow’s seat in District 3 and
Sandy Steinke’s seat in District 5 are
all available.

According to Deputy City Clerk
Leah Pierquet, all three have taken
out papers for election, but none
have turned in any papers. So far,
no one has taken out papers to run
against them.

The deadline for candidates to
turn in papers is 5 p.m. Jan. 3, with
council candidates delivering them to
Shawano City Hall, 127 S. Sawyer St.,
Shawano, and school board candi-
dates turning them in at the Shawano
School District Office, 218 County
Road B, Shawano.

In the event that more than two
candidates run for a single seat, there
will be a primary election Feb. 21.
Remaining candidates will face off in
the general election April 4.

CORRECTIONS

Accuracy is important to the Shawano Leader, and it wants to correct mistakes promptly. Call errors to our attention by phone at 715-526-2121, ext. 7018
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Community donations
getting to the veterans
who need them most

Pionke thanks
Shawano County for
continued support

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Christmas came early for one
Shawano County department.

The Shawano County Veteran
Services Department has received
numerous donations from various
community business, organizations
and members, including a $1,000
donation from American Veterans
for the county’s Disabled American
Veterans van.

“We get donations through
service organizations: the Ameri-
can Legion, the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, Disabled American Veterans,
American Veterans, Shawano Wom-
en’s Club, Shawano Area Republican
Women and private donors, as well
as businesses,” said Paul Pionke, Sha-
wano County Veterans Services of-
ficer. “We use the funds to help offset
the costs, if veterans or spouses of
veterans have an unexpected house
expense, or something like that.”

Pionke noted that the money also
goes to purchasing flag holders that
are used to display flags at various
cemeteries across the entire county.

“The local True Value store (in
Shawano) — they donate all of the
flags for the veterans grave sites and
allow them to be replaced through-
out the year if need be, due to
weather,” said Pionke.

He estimated that close to 10
people throughout the year in the
county are being helped by these
funds from donations and said at
times the money that they receive is
quite substantial to helping in what-
ever the area of need is.

Finally, Pionke said that one of the
biggest parts of where these dona-
tions go to is the Disabled American
Veterans van. Shawano County uses
the van to take veterans to cities like
Green Bay, or Milwaukee for medical
appointments.

“American Veterans donated

“There are other counties,
where people say that
they will take care of their
veterans, just to say it.
Shawano County is

actually doing it."
PAUL PIONKE,

Shawano County Veterans Services officer
.|

$1,000 to help support the DAV
vans,” said Pionke. “(That money)
allows us to get volunteer drivers to
take them down to Milwaukee, Green
Bay, or Appleton. I think that we are
the only county that has DAV vans
on sight in the county.”

In his time working and living in
Shawano, Pionke said that Shawano
County has always shown strong
support to veterans and his depart-
ment. He added that even before he
was in this role, the department re-
ceived many donations from similar
organizations.

“They like taking care of veterans
and they know that we have a limited
operating budget,” said Pionke. “The
county has been tremendous with
veterans through the support. There
are other counties, where people say
that they will take care of their vet-
erans, just to say it. Shawano County
is actually doing it — the businesses,
the service organization — they are
actually doing it.”

Looking ahead to the future,
Pionke said that some funds will
be used to participate in Operation
Greenlight next year.

“The week of Veterans Day, we are
asking that businesses and merchants
display a green light to show support
for military,” said Pionke. “Next year,
I want to see a really good response.”

Pionke expressed his appreciation
to residents, businesses and munici-
palities for the continued support of
veterans, somthing that he said is the
most support from a county that he
has seen.

“Shawano County loves its veter-
ans,” said Pionke.

Ireimer@newmedia-wi.com

Shawano County Veterans Services Director Paul Pionke, left, is presented with a check for $1,000
from Stu Kohlin, who represents the American Veterans organization in Shawano. Pionke said that the
money will be used for expenses for the county’s Disabled American Veterans van. CONTRIBUTED

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Timothy
(Tim)
Rodriguez

who died
12 years ago

on
12-17-2010

Remembering you is easy, we do it every

day, it’s just the pain of losing you,
that never goes away.

We love and miss our
SON, BROTHER, UNCLE, FRIEND
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COURT NEWS

= Sarah H. Ebertsch, 40, Wausau,
was charged Dec. 12 with one count
of possession of methamphetamine,
one count of possession of narcotic
drugs and two counts of bail jumping.
Shawano-Menominee Circuit Court
Judge Katherine Sloma set a cash bond
of $1,500 and scheduled a preliminary
hearing for Dec. 15.

* Joseph A.P. Kaquatosh, 31,
Neopit, was charged Dec. 12 with
one count of possession of narcotic
drugs, one count of possession of
THC (second or subsequent offense)
and one misdemeanor count of
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Sloma set a signature bond of $3,000
and scheduled a resumed initial
appearance for Feb. 8.

* Gary J. Rockman, 40, Shawano,
was charged Dec. 12 with one count of
escaping criminal arrest, five counts
of bail jumping and one misdemeanor
count of operating while revoked. Sloma
set a cash bond of $3,500 and scheduled
a preliminary hearing for Dec. 20.

* Ryin A. McGhee, 27, Mattoon,
pleaded no contest Dec. 12 to one
count of second-degree recklessly
endangering safety and one
misdemeanor count of battery. One

PUBLIC RECORD

SHAWANO COUNTY

SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

Dec. 19

Deputies responded to 42 calls,
including a missing person on County
Road Y in the Town of Belle Plaine;
reckless driving on South Jefferson
Street; a domestic disturbance on Angle
Road in the Town of Belle Plaine; eight
crashes.
Dec. 18

Deputies responded to 27 calls,
including operating while intoxicated on
County Road D in the Town of Almon;
property damage on Swanke Street in
Tigerton; a vehicle theft on Menominee
Drive in the Town of Wescott;

misdemeanor count of operating
firearm, while intoxicated, one
misdemeanor count of intentionally
pointing a gun at a person, one
misdemeanor count of disorderly
conduct and one misdemeanor count
of possession of drug paraphernalia
were dismissed, but read into the
record. Sloma sentenced McGhee
to 120 days in jail and five years of
probation.

* Charges against John J. Wauters,
50, Green Bay, were dismissed Dec.
12 on prosecutor’'s motion. That
charge includes one count of theft of a
business setting, $5,000-$10,000.

* Jessica N. Myers, 36, Shawano,
was charged Dec. 13 with one count of
possession of methamphetamine, one
count of possession of narcotic drugs,
one misdemeanor count of possession
of THC and one misdemeanor count
of possession of drug paraphernalia.
Sloma set a signature bond of $1,500
and scheduled a status conference for
Jan. 11.

* Charley E. Estep, 37, Cecil, pleaded
no contest Dec. 13 to one count of
possession of methamphetamine,
one count of possession of narcotic
drugs, one count of escaping criminal

arrest, six counts of bail jumping and
one misdemeanor count of resisting
or obstructing an officer. One count
of possession of narcotic drugs and
four counts of bail jumping was
dismissed, but read into the record.
Sloma sentenced Estep to 12 months
in prison, three years of extended
supervision and three years of
probation.

* Joshua T. Stroik, 44, Shawano,
pleaded no contest Dec. 13 to one
count of operating while intoxicated
(fourth offense), one misdemeanor
count of resisting and failing to stop,
one misdemeanor count of operating
while revoked and two misdemeanor
counts of bail jumping. One count
of operating with prohibited alcohol
content (fourth offense) and three
misdemeanor counts of bail jumping.
Sloma sentenced Stroik to 180 days in
jail and three years of probation.

* Whitney Q. Stanford, 34, Keshena,
pleaded no contest Dec. 13 to one
count of operating a vehicle to flee/
elude an officer, one count of second-
degree recklessly endangering safety,
one count of bail jumping and one
misdemeanor count of resisting or
obstructing an officer. Two counts

of bail jumping were dismissed, but
read into the record. Sloma sentenced
Stanford to one year in jail and three
years of probation.

= Jeffrey A. Komanekin, 30,
Keshena, pleaded no contest Dec. 14 to
three counts of battery or threat to a
judge, prosecutor, or law enforcement
officer and one misdemeanor count
of disorderly conduct. One count
of battery or threat to a judge,
prosecutor, or law enforcement
officer and one misdemeanor count
of resisting or obstructing an officer
were dismissed, but read into the
record. Sloma sentenced Komanekin
to six months in jail and three years of
probation.

* Nathan W. Pogrant, 39, Shawano,
was found guilty at a jury trial Dec.
15 of two counts of child abuse, one
count of false imprisonment and
six counts of bail jumping. Pogrant
was found not guily of five counts of
false imprisonment and one count
of possession of THC (second or
subsequent offense). Marathon County
Circuit Court Judge Suzanne O'Neill
sentenced Pogrant to two years in
prison and two years of extended
supervision.

disorderly conduct on Cedar Street in
Tigerton; nine crashes, one involving
deer.
Dec. 17

Deputies responded to 25 calls,
including disorderly conduct on
Cloverleaf Lake Road in the Town of
Belle Plaine; a disturbance on Rustic
Drive in the Town of Belle Plaine;
operating while intoxicated on Rustic
road in the Town of Belle Plaine;
reckless driving on County Road M in
the Town of Wittenberg; four crashes,
one involving deer.
Dec. 16

Deputies responded to 36 calls,
including a disturbance on Main Street

HAVE AN EVENT
TO SHARE?

There are two ways to submit

calendar notices:

* Go to the form on our website at

http://www.newmedia-wi.com/

content/community-calendar and
ill it out to send to us.

* Send your information by email

to news@newmedia-wi.com and

put “Community Calendar” in the

subject line.

in Gresham; reckless driving on state
Highway 29 in the Town of Hartland; a
disturbance on Hofa Park Drive in the
Town of Maple Grove; 12 crashes.
Dec. 15

Deputies responded to 39 calls,
including operating while intoxicated on
Winkle Road in the Town of Herman; an
assault on County Road B in Shawano;
operating while intoxicated on Swamp
Road in the Town of Pella; a fight in
progress on South Washington Street in
Shawano; disorderly conduct on South
Main Street in Shawano; five crashes,
one involving deer.
Dec. 14

Deputies responded to 22 calls,
including harassment on Pine Street in
Tigerton; disorderly conduct on West
Express Way; four crashes.
Dec. 13

Deputies responded to 24 calls,
including a welfare check on Maple
View Road in the Town of Lessor; a
welfare check on south Prouty Street in
Wittenberg; three crashes.

SHAWANO POLICE

DEPARTMENT

Dec. 19

Officers responded to 23 calls,
including a welfare check on South
Main Street.
Dec. 18

Officers responded to 18 calls,
including an overdose on West
Richmond Street; property theft at Kwik

Trip, 1241 E. Green Bay St.; a threat on
South Sawyer Street; disorderly conduct
on East Richmond Street; a disturbance
on South Lafayette Street; criminal
damage on East Richmond Street.
Dec. 17

Officers responded to 12 calls,
including reckless driving on
Waukechon Street; disorderly conduct
on East Richmond Street.
Dec. 16

Officers responded to 22 calls,
including disorderly conduct on South
Main Street; property theft on East
Green Bay Street; harassment at
Walmart, 1244 E. Green Bay St.
Dec. 15

Officers responded to 30 calls,
including a vehicle fire on Channel
Trace; criminal damage at Wisconsin
House, 216 E. Green Bay St.; harassment
on South Sawyer Street; reckless
driving on South Main Street; a fight
in progress at Sharona's Bar, 111 S.
Washington St.; disorderly conduct on
South Main Street.
Dec. 14

Officers responded to 18 calls,
including disorderly conduct at Tom's
Tap, 111 N. Main St.; bail jumping on
South River Street.
Dec.13

Officers responded to 18 calls,
including a car personal injury on East
Green Bay Street; a weapons offense on
Estates Lane.
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OBITUARIES

Nicholas Lawrence Kielblock,
44, of Tigerton, passed away peace-
fully at his home on Dec. 12, 2022.
Nick was born in Clintonville on
May 5, 1978, to Sandy (Wedemayer)
and the late Larry Kielblock. Nick
grew up in Wittenberg and gradu-
ated from Tigerton High School.
On Oct. 8, 2005, he was united in
marriage to Michelle Reinert at St.
John’s Lutheran Church.

In Nick’s early years, he was
active in baseball and Boy Scouts
where he enjoyed racing soap box
derby cars. At an early age, Nick
learned to play the concertina with
his Grandpa Bill and to this day,
still loved to play. Nick owned and
operated Kielblock Logging LLC.
One could say trucking and logging
was in his blood.

Nick loved that small town coun-
try life. He loved cooking maple
syrup with his buddies and taking
his nieces and nephews hunting

Nicholas Lawrence Kielblock

with him even if
they never could
get a deer be-
cause the snacks,
naps, and spend-
ing time together
just seemed
more important.
Nick’s nieces
and nephews
meant every-
thing to him. He had such a soft
spot for them. Uncle Nick never
said “no.”

If you knew Nick, he always
had his own philosophy on life. It
never made sense to anyone but
him; he lived his life on his own
terms. Nick made it a point to talk
to someone no matter where he
was, and to this day he knew some-
one almost everywhere he would
go. He always had a story to tell,
whether it be about his friends here
or new friends he made on the road

Curtis J. Low

Curtis J. Low, 73, of Birnamwood,
died on Dec. 18, 2022, in the comfort
of his home under the care of Aspirus
LeRoyer Hospice. Curt was born on
May 17,1949, in Tigerton, the son of
Jesse and Adeline Low.

On Oct. 12, 1968, Curt married
the love of his life Evelyn Matz at St.
Matthews Church in Bowler. Curt
graduated from Wittenberg High
School and started logging until he
went to work for Wick Building
Systems for 16 years. In the spring of
1988, Curt and his brother started Low
Bros. Lumber Company in Witten-
berg. Curt had a talent and a love for
designing and building homes. In his
career he built 167 homes until he re-
tired in 2012. Curt and Evie worked as
a team to build four duplexes which
they rented out. Curt was a member
of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Wit-
tenberg.

Curt loved hunting, fishing and
shooting pool but mostly he loved
spending time with his family. Curt
loved woodworking and he was so
proud of the cedar hope chests he
built for his granddaughters. He loved
going daily to have coffee at Trucks
with his friends. Curt was the person
you called when you needed some-
thing because “he knew a guy”.

Curt is survived by his wife, Ev-
elyn, son, Jeff (Nichol) Low, daughter,
Teresa (Jeff) Deicher; five grand-
children, Deseray (Husband Nate)
McHugh, Nathan Low, Emmalita Low
(friend Dustin), Madelyn Deicher,
Kristy Deicher (Fiancé Logan); great-

grandchildren,
Hunter, Theo-
dore, Vincent;
two brothers,
Ken Low and
Kevin (Denise)
Low; two sisters,
Carolyn Pfefferle
and Julie (Jerry)
Trebus; one sis-
ter-in-law, Helen
Low; two brother-in-laws, Chet Matz
and Gary Spranger Sr.; special friend
Samantha Pember and children, and
many nieces, nephews and cousins.

Curt is preceded in death by his
parents, two brothers, Bob Low and
Donald Low (infancy); three sisters,
Mary Elizabeth Low (infancy), Sharon
Matz and Gail Spranger; one brother-
in-law, Albert (Doc) Pfefferle; and
one sister-in-law, Nancy Low.

A funeral service will be held at
11 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 22, 2022, at
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Witten-
berg. Sharon Fox Bogen will offici-
ate. Visitation will be from 4-7 p.m.
Wednesday at Schmidt and Schulta
Funeral Home, Wittenberg, and again
on Thursday from 9 a.m. until the
time of service at the church.

Curt’s family would like to thank
Aspirus LeRoyer Hospice staff for the
comforting and wonderful care they
provided to Curt and also to his fam-
ily. Thank you to the Aspirus Hospital
and Emergency Room doctors and
staff.

Memories and messages of support
may be shared at schmidtschulta.com

storming. Everyone was family to
him. Nick’s big personality will be
greatly missed.

He is survived by his loving
wife of 17 years, Michelle, and their
beloved dog, Jingle Belle, who will
miss him greatly.

He is further survived by his
parents, Sandy and Ron Lewis; a
father-in-law, Mike Reinert; sib-
lings, Dana Daggs, Kyle Kielblock
and Keary Kielblock; a brother-in-
law, Steve Reinert; a sister-in-law,
Staci (Ricky Nettles) Reinert; three
nephews, Jeryn Daggs, Devin Daggs
and Bentley Kielblock; two nieces,
Hartley Nettles and Lennox Nettles,
that he loved with his whole heart;
and many aunts, uncles, cousins
and friends he loved dearly.

He also loved his doggies, Jubi-
lee June and Poppy Mae.

Nick was preceded in death by
his father, Larry Kielblock; a moth-
er-in-law, Sharon Reinert; grandpar-

ents, Wilbert and Hildegard Kiel-
block, Bill and Dorothy Wedemayer;
a niece, Harper Nettles; his beloved
Daisy Mae, Ellie Mae and Sadie Mae;
and his shop buddy, O’Ryan.

A funeral service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022, at
St. John Lutheran Church, 502 Ce-
dar St., Tigerton, with Pastor Dean
Suehring officiating. Visitation will
be held from 4-8 p.m. at the church
on Friday, and again at 9:30 a.m.
until the time of service. Burial will
be at Union Cemetery in Tigerton.

In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be directed to the Shawano
Humane Society.

“I have taken my last load. There
will be one final trip that I must
take, one that will be on a road
paved with gold and there I will
rest, for there will be no more trips
to take once I have entered heav-
en’s gates.”

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com

Earl E. Miller

Earl E. Miller, 87, of Green Bay,
passed away Monday, Dec. 12, 2022.

Earl was born to the late Leonard
“Jack” and Leoris (Tousey) Miller
on Nov. 6, 1935, in the Town of Red
Springs. He graduated from Gresh-
am High School in 1953 and proudly
served in the U.S. Navy. Earl met
Elizabeth “Sue” Helberg while he
was still in the Navy,
and they married in
1960. They moved to
Chicago where Earl
went to barber school.

They settled in Green
Bay, where Earl oper-
ated St. Agnes Barber Shop.

Earl was a longtime member of
Pilgrim Lutheran Church and a man
of great faith. He loved dancing
with his wife, spending time with
his family and playing golf with his
sons-in-law, grandsons and golf
pals. He enjoyed camping, playing
cards and doing crossword puzzles.
Earl was patient, kind, caring, giv-
ing and unconditionally loving. He
lived a life of good humor, joy and
gratitude. He will be greatly missed
by everyone who knew him.

In addition to his wife, Earl is
survived by children, Joel (Mar-
lene) Miller, Jeannice (Troy)
Reding, Valerie (Dana) Miller, Lisa
Miller, Nicole Miller and Ashley
Miller; grandchildren, Kirk (Kyle)
Miller and Elise Miller, Eliah, Eliza-
beth and Samuel Reding; great-
grandchildren, Trayce, Preston, Isa-
bella and Jordyn; in-laws, Bill and

Dorothy Helberg
and Jan and
Lowell Thoms;
and numerous
nieces, nephews
and extended
family.

Earl was pre-
ceded in death
by his parents;
brother and
sister-in-law, Leonard “Jack” Jr. and
Glenore “Betty” Miller; nephew,
Luke; nieces, Jackie, Emmeretta
and Trilby; and extended family
members.

A funeral service will be held
at 1:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 16, 2022,
at Pilgrim Lutheran Church, 1731
St. Agnes Drive, Green Bay, with
Pastor Scott Malme officiating.
Relatives and friends may greet
the family on Thursday, Dec. 15,
2022, from 4-7 p.m. at the Lyndahl
Funeral Home, 1350 Lombardi Ave.,
Green Bay, and again at the church
on Friday, Dec. 16, 2022, from 12:30
p-m. until the time of service at 1:30
p.m.

Expressions of sympathy can
be made to the family by visiting
www.lyndahl.com.

The family would like to thank
the staff and volunteers at Woodside
Assisted Living, St. Vincent and St.
Mary’s Hospitals and Unity Hospice
for their loving care of Earl.

The Lyndahl Funeral Home and
Cremation Services is assisting the
Miller family with arrangements.
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Hearing set on city

Goal to make rate
adjustment process
more efficient

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The state Public Service Commis-
sion has scheduled a virtual public
hearing for Jan. 4 on the city of Sha-
wano’s request that the PSC deregu-
late its sewer utility.

According to the resolution
passed by the Shawano Common
Council in August, deregulation
would give the city “the ability to

adjust rates to current economic con-
ditions without permission from the
PSC and their time-intensive review
and approval process.”

The hearing is scheduled to be
held via the Zoom virtual conference
app at 10 a.m. Jan. 4.

Information supplied to the
PSC indicates that the sewer util-
ity currently serves about 3,500
customers. The city does not own
a wastewater treatment facility —
Shawano Lake Sanitary District
owns the Wolf Treatment Facility,
which provides treatment to the
city utility. The Wolf was built with
enough capacity for growth and
future excess capacity.

sewer deregulation

Deregulation request is approved,
the city plans to review operating
costs, revenues, and debt service
coverage every year with the as-
sistance of civil engineering firm
Ruekert and Mielke, which the city
hired to provide ongoing financial
support, along with the city’s ac-
counting firm.

Any rate adjustments will be
brought to the council for approval,
and a resolution would be published
before any rate changes are imple-
mented. The process is considered
more efficient than going through the
PSC, a process that can take months.

The utility sent a notice about
the Jan. 4 hearing to city residents,

with information included about
how to join the virtual session at
https://us02web.zoom.us/my/
pschearings. Residents can also
participate by phone by calling 312-
626-6799 and entering the meeting
ID 809-513-29304.

People may also submit com-
ments by Jan. 6 at the commission’s
website, http://psc.wi.gov, where
they can click on the “File a Pub-
lic Comment” button and refer to
docket number 5365-SA-100. Com-
ments are also being accepted via
traditional mail at Public Service
Commission, Attn: Docket 5365-
SA-100 Comments, P.O. Box 7854,
Madison, W1 53707-7854.

OBITUARIES

Marguerite Raymunda “Mitzi”
(Mason) Moesch, of Shawano, passed
away peacefully at home, in the care
of her family, in an early morning
hour of Dec. 10, 2022.

Mom was born and raised in
Shawano, the youngest child of
Walter and Gabrielle Mason. She
attended Sacred Heart Catholic
School and graduated from Sha-
wano High School. Mom married
her childhood sweetheart, Duane
“Duke” Moesch, and they raised
their family across the street from
where she grew up. After 57 years
of marriage, Dad preceded Mom in
death on Sept. 25, 2016.

Mom’s life could never be con-
densed into a few short paragraphs.

Those who remember the young
Mitzi Mason will also recall her
riding a horse. Most other kids, in
those days, parked their bicycle in
the bike-rack in front of Dehn’s; Mom
tied her horse there. Horses were a
lifetime love of Mom’s. Long after
her horse-riding days were through,
her attention was always drawn to
these beautiful creatures.

Mom was a passionate grower
and gardener. She and Dad nurtured
large vegetable gardens every sum-
mer. There was nearly nothing that
Mom couldn’t make thrive and grow
beautifully. She worked for decades
in the family flower business, honing
her skills as a gifted florist. She later
partnered with her best friend and
creative instigator, Dorothy Hofman,
opening their own flower shop.

Our mother spoke through her
artistic abilities. She leaves behind
countless chapters and volumes
of beautiful stories carved out of

Marguerite R. Moesch

walnut, butternut,
oak, ash, maple
and mahogany.
Mom felted wool
into gorgeous
bouquets of flow-
ers. She lovingly
stitched color-
ful threads into
fabric art. Mom
wove the word of
God into many of her works. These
words helped sustain her and gave
her the courage she needed in her
last few years.

Mom was always active and set
a high standard for herself in her
professional life, in her creative pur-
suits and in retirement. After she and
Dorothy closed their shop (but never
their friendship), Mom volunteered
at Bonduel Elementary School, help-
ing along children who affectionately
called her Grandma Mitzi. When she
saw the need, she collected funds for
brand new winter coats for children
at Bonduel Elementary School and
Shawano Community Middle School.

She was involved in many vol-
unteer activities at Zion Lutheran
Church where she thrived, devel-
oping deep faith-based friendships
among people who shared her com-
mitment to service. Mom, with the
help of many others, made an idea
become reality in the “Wee Care”
Program at Zion Lutheran Church.
This program helps provide the basic
necessities to many school children
in our area.

Mom loved and treasured her
many great friends at Zion. They
went above and beyond, bringing our
mom smiles, laughs and a shoulder to

cry on. The visits, phone calls, texts
and cards brought sunshine and hap-
piness to Mom. For that, we are all
thankful.

Mom is survived by her children,
Maria Moesch, Diane (Dennis Hein)
Moesch, Joe (Mary) Moesch and Pe-
ter (Mikki) Moesch; daughter-in-law,
Julie Moesch. Mom always counted
her kids’ friends as her own children.

Mom is also survived by her
grandchildren, Margarita Moesch,
Amanda and Michael Moesch, Neil
(Traci) Hutchcraft, Chris (Kailee)
Hutchcraft, Gabriel (Cheyenne) Hein,
Tonia Hein, Cassie (Guy) Scheffel,
Chad (Jess) Moesch, Chelsea (Kyle)
Giesen, Mason (Frankie) Moesch and
Isaiah (Laura Arens) Moesch; as well
as 21 great-grandchildren.

Mom is also survived by a sister,
Charlotte Hofman; brother, Wally
(Bonnie) Mason; brother-in-law,
Jase (Nan) Moesch; numerous
nephews, nieces, other relatives
and many friends.

Mom was preceded in death by
her parents; her husband, Duke

Sr.; her granddaughter, Camille J.
Moesch; her son, Duane “Duke”
Moesch Jr.; her sisters, Suzanne
Klose and Joanne Vanden Avond;
her very special nephew, Buck
Hofman; numerous brothers- and
sisters-in-law.

Funeral services will be held at
11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 14, 2023, at
Zion Lutheran Church in Shawano
with the Rev. Scott Ludford officiat-
ing. Visitation will be at the church
from 9 a.m. until the time of service.
There will be a private family burial
in the spring.

The family requests that any mon-
etary gifts be made to Zion Lutheran
Church “Wee Care” Program.

We would also like to thank
Mom’s Zion Lutheran Church family
for all the love and support given to
Mom throughout her illness.

A special and grateful thank you
to Scott Glysch for bringing the word
of God, Holy Communion and deep
comfort to Mom. Your love, encour-
agement and confidence will forever
be appreciated.

Violet Kasper
Violet Erna Kasper, 93, passed away at St. Mary’s Hospital Ozaukee on

Dec. 14.

Eberhardt-Stevenson Funeral Home and Crematory, Clintonville.

Edward G. Bak
Edward G. Bak, 69, of the Town of Grant, passed away Monday, Dec. 12,

2022, at his home.

Eberhardt-Stevenson Funeral Home and Crematory, Clintonville.

John Z. Bak

John Z. Bak, 93, of the Town of Grant, passed away on Monday, Dec. 12,
2022, at ThedaCare Medical Center-Shawano.
Eberhardt-Stevenson Funeral Home and Crematory, Clintonville.
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SCMS teacher
fired after sick
leave runs out

Sischo recovering from major stroke this
year but set back by district's termination

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

A 44-year-old teacher who suffered
a stroke earlier this year received a
pink slip from the Shawano School
District after his sick leave ran out in
November.

Aaron Sischo and his fiance tried to
appeal to the Shawano School Board
on Dec. 19, which met behind closed
doors to discuss Sischo’s situation. In
the end, though, the board upheld the
district administration’s decision to
terminate his employment.

Sischo has spent the last 22 years
teaching at Shawano Community
Middle School and coaching. On Jan.
2, he suffered a major stroke and has
been recovering ever since.

Struggling to speak at times during
community comments, Sischo said he
really enjoys being a teacher.

“Shawano is the only place I've ever
been,” he said.

Andrea Cluka, Sischo’s fiance, filled
in some of the blanks on his situation.
Even though Sischo is able to move
around well, Cluka said there are some
lingering effects from the stroke that
made the district’s demand that he re-
turn to work once his sick leave ended
Nov. 28 impossible.

“Physically, he looks great, and
we're all grateful for that,” Cluka said.
“He was diagnosed with aphasia,
which is something that affects verbal
communication. It also affects his abil-
ity to read and some of his cognitive
issues — short-term memory issues.”

Cluka noted Sischo spent over a
week in the hospital after the stroke
and has gone through many therapy
sessions. An in-home nurse cared for
Sischo for a couple of months, but
much of the work has fallen on Cluka.

“I can’t work,” Cluka said. “I
can’t leave him alone for too long
because I don’t know if he’s going

to take the right medication, and
I'm not sure if he’s going to leave
the oven on if he makes something
for himself. I can’t trust him to go
someplace new, to drive someplace
new. Those are all things that he’s
working on in therapy.”

Sischo was going through speech
therapy locally, but the therapist quit
in October, and he has not had any
since because the therapist has not
been replaced, according to Cluka.

“He’s recently started occupa-
tional therapy, and we’re hoping a
new kind of therapy will help other
parts of his brain to start to recover,”
Cluka said. “What we heard from his
neurologist is that strokes affect ev-
erybody differently. There is no set
date for when he is going to be where
he is when he recovers.”

Cluka noted that Sischo was origi-
nally diagnosed with a 100% recovery
rate, but that has since dropped.

The district’s response to Sischo’s
needs has not been good, according
to Cluka, but the middle school was
very kind to him in the months after
his stroke. Cluka singled out then-
principal Stuart Russ and many of the
teachers and other staff members, who
sent cards and goodies.

“We got nothing else (from the
district),” Cluka said. “We’re not look-
ing for anything but an understanding
of what he’s going through. He has
worked so much in the past 22 years
that he has been paying with his own
sick leave time from Jan. 3 to the end
of November. Now we got a letter say-
ing you guys wanted to get rid of him.”

Cluka said she felt talking to the
board during the closed session would
give her and Sischo a chance to “edu-
cate” officials in more detail on what
he’s going through. She said that she
tried to reach out to interim Superin-
tendent Kurt Krizan on the issue and
never received a response from him.

A photo from last Christmas shows Shawano Community Middle School teacher Aaron Sischo and
his fiance, Andrea Cluka during happier times prior to Sischo’s stroke in January, which he is still

recovering from.

“You have an employee of over 20
years who suffered a medical condi-
tion, and nobody has reached out to
us,” she said.

Cluka said she and Sischo had
initially thought about speaking to
the board at its Dec. 5 meeting but
decided against it because emotions
were high so soon after receiving the
termination notice.

During a break in the closed ses-
sion, Cluka said that the stroke oc-
curred because of all the stress that
staff members were feeling under
the previous administration. Sischo
had no intention of resigning on his
own, she said.

“He loves to teach. He loves to
coach,” Cluka said. “He’s supposed to

FACEBOOK

live a stress-free life (after the stroke),
but how can he do that?”

The termination also ends Sischo’s
health insurance, just as he’s about to
undergo a heart procedure, and Cluka
said he doesn’t qualify for other ben-
efits, so it’s unclear how his recovery is
going to proceed from here.

“What they’re doing is unethical,”
Cluka said, suggesting the board needs.
“It’s legal.”

Board president Mike Musolff said
he could not comment on the specif-
ics of the Sischo situation after the
meeting, but he added that the board
was going to do what it could to help
the teacher.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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North end of Main Street needs facelift

Council gets first look at ideas to potentially rehabilitate area to entice businesses, visitors

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Shawano’s downtown south of
Green Bay Street has a clear iden-
tity, with new businesses moving in
over the last few years and a brand
new plaza that is shaping up to be
its own hub of activity.

Once someone goes a block
north of Green Bay Street, however,
the downtown fades. That is some-
thing the city of Shawano is looking
at changing.

The Shawano Common Coun-
cil got its first look Dec. 14 into a
possible face-lift for the northern
stretch of the city with three poten-
tial endgames: bookending North
Main Street; redeveloping the 200
block of the street; and develop-
ing Huckleberry Harbor. Accord-
ing to Zoning Administrator David
Moesch, the recommendations
came out of a visioning session the
city had in October.

“What they recommended was
highlighting the north end of Main
Street as a bookend to our down-
town plaza on the south end of
Main Street,” Moesch said. “They
also recommended redesigning
Huckleberry Harbor and expanding
that, as well.”

The bookend suggestions
include adding a roundabout and
gateway at Main and Third streets,
adding a restaurant in the area and
creating a unified design with the
new plaza. Another recommenda-
tion urges signage that would note
the nearby Shawano County His-
torical Society facilities.

“They recommended a round-
about to help slow traffic and to
enhance the downtown, as well,”
Moesch said.

As far as redeveloping the 200
block, a feasibility study is being
recommended for the end use of
the four vacant buildings, which
the city purchased last year. There
is a recommendation to demolish
the buildings and turn the area into
mixed-use hub that would include
additional housing. A report from
Ayers Associates said it appears
that upgrading the existing build-
ings would not be cost effective,
and new construction is a better
option.

“The cost of rehabbing those
buildings is pretty significant,”
Moesch said.

This map shows some of the areas being considered for possible improvements to revitalize North Main Street and make it look like a part of downtown

Shawano.

This map shows some of the areas being considered for possible improvements to revitalize North Main

Street and make it look like a part of downtown Shawano.

Ideas to develop Huckleberry
Harbor include relocating and re-
configuring boat parking, moving
forward on boat slips and adding
trail connections and green space
enhancements in the area, as well

CONTRIBUTED

as abandoning the segment of Saw-
yer Street that borders the harbor.
City officials believe providing
enticements around the harbor area
might encourage boat tourists to
explore the rest of the downtown.

CONTRIBUTED

City Administrator Eddie Shep-
pard told the council that he felt
it was important to have someone
from outside Shawano take a look
at the city and make recommenda-
tions on what to do with its blight-
ed areas and potential development
spaces. Sheppard noted the plans
are far from firmed up but feels
they should be discussed in the
future.

“It’s just another potential way
of looking at things in our commu-
nity,” Sheppard said. “For example,
Huckleberry Harbor. We’ve looked
at it a number of times in some
different ways that are more boat
friendly and more waterfront
friendly.”

The buildings in the 200 block
have generated some interest from
buyers, according to Sheppard, but
the potential cost of improving the
existing buildings has held the city
back. He said that Ayers Associates
took note of other rehab projects,
including one in Appleton, that
improved the quality of life for the
city.

“I think it’s just something to put
out there and marinate on at this
point,” Sheppard said. “We’ll see
where it goes from here.”

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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CMN, NWTC sign articulation agreement

Document allows
NWTC students to
continue at CMN as
juniors while pursuing
bachelor’s degrees

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The College of Menominee Na-
tion and Northeast Wisconsin Tech-
nical College have always had a
cordial relationship with each other,
but the two schools formalized that
relationship Dec. 16 with an articu-
lation agreement that allows the
tech college students to continue
as juniors at CMN in pursuit of a
bachelor’s degree.

To achieve this, NWTC must
enroll in an Associate of Arts or
Associate of Science program and
complete the requirements to get
the associate’s degree. A declaration
of intent must be completed and
submitted to an NWTC advisor, and
students must meet with the advisor
at least once each semester.

Students must also earn a mini-
mum 2.0 cumulative grade-point
average during their time at NWTC
and have at least a 2.0 GPA during
their final semester prior to trans-
ferring to CMN. If these require-
ments are met, they are guaranteed
admission to CMN.

This agreement not only impacts
area students pursuing post-sec-
ondary education but also students
from the Green Bay area. Both
schools have campuses in Green
Bay, with NWTC’s main offices in
Green Bay.

CMN President Christopher
Caldwell said during a signing
ceremony at the college’s Keshena
campus that NWTC had put a lot
of work into fine-tuning the agree-
ment, even as CMN officials were
carrying out the wishes of its own
board.

“Our board asked us to make
sure that we create an opportunity
for our own students,” Caldwell
said. “We know that oftentimes we
don’t have all of the resources to
give them all of the pathways and
opportunities that they might want,
so we do appreciate these kinds of
partnerships, where we can expand
our ability to do that.”

College of Menominee Nation President Christopher Caldwell, left, and Northeast Wisconsin Technical College President Jeffrey Rafn sign copies of an articu-
lation agreement that further cements a strong relationship between the two schools during a ceremony Dec. 16 at CMN's Keshena campus.

NWTC President Jeffrey Rafn
didn’t recall exactly how long the
two colleges had been talking with
each other but noted that much of
the foundation was laid by CMN’s
founding president, Verna Fowler.

“She told me that, for the
Menominee Nation, what was really
important was to have relationships
before we enter into agreements
and work together, and I've always
remembered that comment,” Rafn
said. “So often, when we engage in
things, we just really focus on, ‘OK,
let’s get this paper signed. Let’s get
this piece of work done,” and I think
that was a really profound statement
that relationships are important.”

Caldwell agreed that Fowler
made powerful inroads, not only
with NWTC but with other tech
colleges but with the University of
Wisconsin campuses in Green Bay
and Oshkosh. Those relationships
were very beneficial when he be-
came president, as the other schools
helped him to get up to speed on
what the schools were doing to
make the world a better place.

“One of the things that I appreci-
ated quickly with President Rafn’s
26 years at NWTC, he often had a

way of cutting to the point of the
issue or whether it was something
that would work,” Caldwell said. “I
appreciated that because trying to
read the nuances of the behind-the-
scenes things, I just didn’t have time
for that. Cutting to the chase was
very important.”

Caldwell noted NWTC already
has a number of Menominee stu-
dents in its ranks, and the agree-
ment gives those students the op-
tion of coming back home to pursue
their bachelor’s degrees.

“This is a relationship with mu-
tual benefits on an equitable level,”
Caldwell said.

Rafn noted that once Caldwell
took leadership of CMN, his first
actions included reaching out to
NWTC, and that was what led to
the agreement between the two col-
leges. He said he admired the work
CMN has done to be a major force
among tribal colleges.

“This college has grown so much
since I first started here 26 years
ago, and I've always appreciated its
focus on sustainability in forestry
and agriculture,” Rafn said. “Now,
you’ve put in place bachelor’s
degrees in education and public

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

administration and business admin-
istration. I look forward to not only
having your students to NWTC but
students coming here for ours as
they become more global citizens
who understand and can work with
other cultures. I think you have
something unique to offer here at
the College of Menominee Nation
that, frankly, can’t be offered any-
where else.”

Jeannie Otto, who worked
at CMN as an instructor before
becoming the regional manager
of NWTC’s Shawano and Oconto
Falls campuses, was present at the
ceremony and sees the benefits for
both schools.

“When I took the role at NWTC,
I left saying I would love to have a
partnership between the two col-
leges where we could have students
pursue a bachelor’s degree and
finish up the AA (at NWTC),” Otto
said. “For our community members
to go seven miles for a four-year
degree, and to have that connection
point to make this possible, this is
the most amazing opportunity to
provide our community.”

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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