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PIE IN YOUR EYE FOR NATIONAL FFA WEEK
Maddox Mathews pulls back a pie after slamming it in the face of Hannah Cerveny, an officer with the Gresham FFA, on Feb. 26 at the end of Gresham Community 
School’s National FFA Week celebration. Mathews was one of the winners of a coloring contest, which gave him and other students the chance to throw pies in the 
faces of FFA officers and teachers. The FFA also raised $100 from the older grades, which will be donated to Flo’n With Kindness, Gresham’s food pantry.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

The Shawano County Board 
has to figure out what to 
do to bolster its drug court 
enrollment now that a 
$107,000 state grant is at risk 
of being taken away.  
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Drug court lacks 
numbers, putting 
grant in jeopardy

Koenigs finding 
support among 
sturgeon lovers    
Ryan Koenigs, the DNR’s 
sturgeon expert, is not being 
seen as a criminal by folks 
involved with sturgeon 
spearing, and some believe 
the caviar incident is being 
blown out of proportion.
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The Wildcats made it all the 
way to the sectional finals 
but couldn’t find enough 
strength to stop Green Bay 
NEW Lutheran.
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Gresham boys 
lose section final

Covid-19 Journal
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SHAWANO     LEADER Spearing community 
rallies around Koenigs
Court records indicate 

widespread roe 
bartering practices 

norm for years
By ROSS BIELEMA

Correspondent

Sturgeon spearers on the Lake 
Winnebago system have worked for 
decades to protect the lake stur-
geon, a prehistoric species that is 
rare in most of the world but plenti-
ful here in Wisconsin.

Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources fisheries biolo-
gists also have worked tirelessly to 
protect the resource, until a sting 
into the barter of valuable sturgeon 
caviar has put the state’s lead stur-
geon biologist on ice.

Ryan Koenigs, senior fisheries 
biologist at the Oshkosh DNR of-
fice, is facing a charge that he used 
some sturgeon eggs collected from 
successful spearers and pledged for 
research to instead be used to eat, 
sometimes even at DNR staff meet-
ings, according to court records. 
He also faces an obstruction charge 
for allegedly lying about his phone 
contacts with caviar processors.

The sting, orchestrated by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
DNR, apparently brought to a head 
practices that were routinely done 
by many DNR staff and readily 
admitted to by most of those ques-
tioned, court records show.

“The investigation revealed that 
a number of citizens were making 
caviar for others, and were accept-
ing sturgeon roe or finished caviar 
in exchange for their services, 
which is an illegal barter,” the court 
case states. “The investigation 
further revealed a concerted effort 
to funnel sturgeon roe to particular 
processors for caviar production by 
DNR staff.” Some of the eggs had 
been collected from spearers for 
research, but diverted for caviar.

The criminal complaint against 
Koenigs and three others indicates 
no money changed hands in the 
barter of raw eggs for processed 
caviar. Spearers on the Winnebago 
watershed say the defendants did 
nothing differently than thousands 
of anglers and deer hunters have 
done for decades in exchanging 
fillets or venison sausage for drinks 
or help with a car.

“I think it’s a big deal about 
nothing,” said Don Herman, vice 
president of the Otter Street Fish-
ing Club in Oshkosh, one of the 
clubs who help plow the roads on 
Lake Winnebago to help the thou-
sands of February spearers drive 
to and from their fishing shanties 
each season. “Everybody thinks it’s 
just a crock. Everyone who fishes or 
hunts — we’re all guilty. You can’t 

Steve Klein, board member of the Westshore Fishing Club, shows these raw sturgeon eggs and the 
screening process used to make caviar. He and other spearers believe the caviar bartering sting against 
DNR sturgeon biologist Ryan Koenigs and three others was unnecessary and may result in wasting the 
valuable eggs. ROSS BIELEMA
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tell me nobody gave away fish or 
venison.”

Herman, a volunteer who has 
shared the sturgeon-shocking boats 
and waded in the Wolf River waters 
around Shawano Dam alongside 
Koenigs, predecessor Ron Bruch 
and other DNR staff, said he and 
other sturgeon lovers “back Ryan 
(Koenigs) 1,000%.”

“Ryan’s a dedicated person,” 
Herman said. “They (spearers) 
think it’s just bogus. Ninety per-
cent are for Ryan. They don’t want 
him to lose his job. He didn’t make 
any profit from it. It’s like a police 
officer losing his job over a speed-
ing ticket. If they do it, it will be 
the biggest mistake the DNR ever 
made.”

According to the nine-page 
Class A misdemeanor theft charge 
filed in Winnebago County Circuit 
Court against Koenigs on Feb. 11 
(two days before the 2011 sturgeon 
season opener), the joint Fish and 
Wildlife Service/DNR investiga-
tion began in 2017 and continued 
through January 2020.

“Why bring this up right before 
the season?” Herman asked. “They 
wanted to make the story bigger.”

According to the complaint, 
Ryan allowed a former DNR em-
ployee to retrieve raw sturgeon 
eggs from the DNR Service Center 
in Oshkosh after hours with the 
intention of processing them for 
caviar. Based on the DNR’s value 
estimate of $100 per ounce for the 
caviar, this former employee (who 
has not been charged) obtained 65 
pounds or about $100,000 worth of 
roe from the center in 2015. He also 
told wardens that he gave 36 jars 
(about $20,000 worth) of finished 
caviar to Koenigs in 2017.

The arrangement to take some of 
the eggs gathered from spearers for 
research and use them for caviar, 
with the processor keeping a third 
to a half of the finished product as 
an illegal barter payment, existed 
under Bruch, who was the previous 
sturgeon biologist and is one of the 
nation’s foremost sturgeon ex-
perts. Bruch’s research and efforts 

are credited with helping to bring 
back lake sturgeon numbers to an 
estimated 60,000 fish on the Lake 
Winnebago system — the largest 
population in the world.

Wardens had warned fisher-
ies staff in 2011 that they should 
dispose of the eggs or return them 
to the spearer after research was 
complete, if surplus eggs remained.

Another charged in the sting was 
Shawn M. Wendt, 52, of Oakfield, 
an employee of Wendt’s on the 
Lake restaurant, who has processed 
caviar and served it at the restau-
rant for 15 years, he told a warden.

Wendt, who faces two misde-
meanor charges of unlawful sale of 
game fish, told a game warden he 
uses a dual-screening process to 
filter the blood and membrane from 
the eggs, then salts them and lets 
them dry. They are served at the 
restaurant for free, and he never 
takes any money for the processing, 
but only finished caviar. State law 
prohibits any sale or barter of any 
fish or game.

Victor and Mary Schneider of 
Fond du Lac are also charged with 
illegally processing sturgeon eggs 
and keeping some of the caviar.

Game laws also prevent what is 
called “wanton waste,” or wast-
ing meat or other portions of game 
or fish. Herman said at least two 
spearers he knows who speared 
adult female fish that were full of 
eggs dumped their eggs, rather than 
risking similar hassles. The sting 
likely will prompt other spearers 
to waste this valuable delicacy, he 
said.

Another avid spearer, Steve 
Klein, of North Fond du Lac, agrees 
with Herman’s assessment of the 
caviar caper.

“I think the arrests are uncalled 
for and blown out of proportion,” 
said Klein, a board member and 
former president of the Westshore 
Fishing Club, one of the Lake Win-
nebago clubs that plow the roads 
for spearers. “They are not profit-
ing off the eggs as far as I know. 
There are bigger problems around 
to deal with.”

“I think it’s a big deal about nothing. Everybody 
thinks it’s just a crock. Everyone who fishes or hunts 

— we’re all guilty. You can’t tell me nobody gave 
away fish or venison.”

DON HERMAN, vice president of the Otter Street Fishing Club in Oshkosh

Have a news tip? Email us!
news@newmedia-wi.com
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CO U RT  N E W S
Recent proceedings in Shawano-

Menominee District Court include:
• Peter P. Grandaw, 45, Wittenberg, 

was charged Feb. 24 with possession of 
methamphetamine and misdemeanor 
charges of possession of drug 
paraphernalia and two counts of resisting 
or obstructing an officer. Judge William F. 
Kussel set a $1,000 signature bond, and 
a preliminary hearing is to be scheduled.

• Kyle J. Pecore, 37, Shawano, was 
charged Feb. 24 with fleeing an officer 
in his vehicle, along with several traffic 
violations. Judge Katherine Sloma set a 
cash bond of $500 and will preside over 
a resumed initial appearance March 8.

• Carlos A. Roche, 43, Antigo, was 
charged Feb. 24 with felony bail jumping 
and misdemeanor charges of operating 
a motor vehicle while his license was 
revoked and two counts of misdemeanor 
bail jumping. Sloma scheduled an initial 
appearance for March 30.

• Arlin J. Cox, 42, Keshena, was 

charged Feb. 25 with four counts of 
felony bail jumping and a misdemeanor 
count of theft of movable property 
valued at $2,500 or less. Sloma will 
preside at an initial appearance April 6.

• Jared J. Lane, 26, Shawano, was 
charged Feb. 25 with possession 
of methamphetamine, six counts 
of misdemeanor bail jumping, and 
misdemeanor counts of operating 
while revoked and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Kussel set a cash bond 
of $1,000, and Sloma will preside at a 
resumed initial appearance on March 10.

• Dierdre R. Cloud, 29, Shawano, 
was charged Feb. 26 with possession of 
methamphetamine and misdemeanor 
possession of drug paraphernalia. Kussel 
set a signature bond of $1,500 and will 
preside at a resumed initial appearance 
on March 24.

• Kristin L. Sanapaw, 39, Keshena, 
was charged Feb. 26 with possession of 
methamphetamine and misdemeanor 

disorderly conduct. Kussel set a 
signature bond of $3,000 and will 
preside at a resumed initial appearance 
on March 16.

• Steven R. Nass, 44, Lena, was 
found guilty but not guilty by reason 
of mental disease or defect Feb. 26 
to misdemeanor charges of resisting 
or failing to stop and resisting or 
obstructing an officer. The charges 
were reduced from a felony in a 
plea agreement. Kussel ordered him 
to undergo one year of outpatient 
treatment.

• Katie L. Nielson, 30, Scandinavia, 
pleaded no contest Feb. 26 to possession 
of methamphetamine and felony bail 
jumping. Sloma withheld sentencing 
and placed her on three years probation, 
with a six-month jail term stayed for the 
probation agent’s use. She must maintain 
absolute sobriety, stay out of Class B 
licensed establishments, and have no 
contact with any know drug users or 

sellers except in treatment settings and 
situations. She must undergo an alcohol 
and other drug abuse assessment and 
either maintain full-time employment or 
make 10 job search contacts weekly.

• Kimberly S. Brown, 36, Keshena, 
pleaded no contest Feb. 25 to escape 
while under extended supervision. 
Sloma sentenced her to six months in 
jail and assessed fines and court costs of 
$1,657.54.

• Nathan D. Sullivan, 37, Plover, 
pleaded no contest Feb. 16 to burglary 
and felony bail jumping. Misdemeanor 
charges of theft and criminal damage to 
property were dismissed but read into 
the record. Sloma sentenced him to three 
years in prison followed by three years 
of extended supervision, consecutive 
to any other sentence. Conditions of 
extended supervision will include that he 
maintain absolute sobriety and full-time 
employment and have no contact with 
known drug users or sellers.

P U B L I C  R E CO R D
SHAWANO POLICE 

DEPARTMENT
March 1

Officers responded to 24 calls, 
including a disturbance call on South 
Main Street; a theft at Kwik Trip, 1241 E. 
Green Bay St.; a disturbance on South 
Lincoln Street, an automobile theft 
on West Picnic Street, a disturbance 
on South Franklin Street, a juvenile 
problem at Shawano Community 
Middle School, 1050 S. Union St.; a 
property damage call on West Picnic 
Street; a property damage call on 
Oak Court; a property damage call at 
Walmart, 1244 E. Green Bay St.
Feb. 28

Officers responded to 18 calls, 
including a noise complaint on South 
Main Street.; a burglary on South 
Union Street; a property theft located 
at Walmart, 1244 E. Green Bay St,; a 
disorderly conduct on South Hamlin 
Street; a property theft located at the 
Four Seasons Hotel, 201 N. Airport 
Drive; an assault located at Shawano 
Health Services, 1436 S. Lincoln St.; a 
noise complaint on South Main Street.
Feb. 27

The Shawano Leader did not receive 
information by press time.
Feb. 26

Officers responded to 21 calls, 
including a reckless driving complaint 
on Highway 47-55 and Balsam Row 
Road.
Feb. 25

Officers responded to 22 calls, 
including a property theft complaint on 
East Richmond Street.; a theft property 
complaint on Waukechon Street; an 

operating while intoxicated on state 
Highway 47-55 and Old Lake Road.; an 
inoperable vehicle on East Elizabeth 
Street; a shoplifting at Peoples Express 
East on 1206 E Green Bay St.
Feb. 24

Officers responded to 22 calls, 
including a sexual assault on South 
Eighth Street.; a two vehicle crash 
on South Main Street and East Lieg 
Avenue.; a juvenile runaway on East 
Division Street.; a debit card found in an 
ATM at BMO Harris Bank, 101 N. First 
St.; a hit-and-run on W Lieg Avenue.
Feb. 23

Officers responded to 17 calls, 
including a welfare check at Shawano 
Community Middle School, 1050 S. 
Union St.; a disorderly conduct on West 
Richmond Street.

SHAWANO COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

March 1
Deputies responded to 30 calls, 

including a reckless driving complaint 
on state Highway 29 in the Town of 
Waukechon; a disabled vehicle on 
County Road G and Spur Rd in the 
Town of Red Springs; a reckless driving 
complaint on state Highway 22 and 
county road CC in the Town of Belle 
Plaine; a fraud call on North Main Street 
in the Shawano; a juvenile problem 
on Opperman Way in the Town of 
Richmond; a reckless driving complaint 
on state Highway 29 in the Town of 
Richmond; a domestic call on Main 
Street in Gresham; a disturbance on Old 
Lake Road in the Town of Wescott; one 
crash.
Feb. 28

Deputies responded to 30 calls, 

including a disabled vehicle on Kopitzke 
Road and U.S. Highway 45 in the Town 
of Grant; a reckless driving complaint 
on state Highway 29 in the Town of 
Seneca; a disturbance call on U.S. 
Highway 45 in Tigerton; two crashes.
Feb. 27

Deputies responded to 48 calls, 
including a disorderly complaint on 
U.S. Highway 45 in the Town of Aniwa; 
a drug call on Lake Drive and Mork 
Road in the Town of Wescott; a reckless 
driving complaint on state Highway 
47-55 and Frailing Lane in the Town of 
Wescott; a bail-jumping call on Pine 
Street in Eland; a drug call on U.S. 
Highway 45 in Tigerton; a reckless 
driving complaint on state Highway 
29 and U.S. Highway 45 in the Town 
of Wittenberg; a disabled vehicle on 
Nightingale Road and state Highway 29 
in the Town of Wittenberg; a reckless 
driving complaint on state Highway 
47 and Shady Road in Gresham; an 
operating while intoxicated call on state 
Highway 22 in the Town of Washington; 
a trespassing call on Busch Rd and 
County Road F in the Town of Angelica; 
seven crashes, five involving deer.
Feb. 26

Deputies responded to 40 calls, 
including a reckless driving complaint 
on County Road Q in the Town 
of Wittenberg; a reckless driving 
complaint on state Highway 29 in the 
Town of Seneca; a reckless driving 
complaint on state Highway 47-55 and 
Balsam Road in the Town of Wescott; a 
juvenile alcohol complaint on Schabow 
Street in Gresham; a reckless driving 
complaint on state Highway 29 and 
state Highway 160 in the Town of 

Angelica; eight crashes, four involving 
deer.
Feb. 25

Deputies responded to 17 calls, 
including a disorderly conduct 
on County Road B in Shawano; an 
operating while intoxicated call on state 
Highway 47-55 and Old Lake Road in 
Shawano; a shoplifting complaint on 
East Green Bay Street in Shawano; a 
domestic disturbance complaint on 
state Highway 47-55 in the Town of 
Wescott; two crashes.
Feb. 24

Deputies responded to 35 calls, 
including a reckless driving complaint 
on state Highway 29 in the Town of 
Seneca; a reckless driving complaint 
on U.S. Highway 45 in the Town of 
Fairbanks; a juvenile runaway on West 
Green Bay Street in Bonduel; a reckless 
driving complaint on state Highway 47 
and state Highway 156 in Bonduel; an 
assault on Hemlock Road in the Town 
of Wittenberg.; a disorderly conduct 
on Engel Drive in Shawano.; an adult 
drug complaint on state Highway 47-55 
and Curt Black Road in the Town of 
Wescott; five crashes.
Feb. 23

Deputies responded to 54 calls, 
including a disturbance call on North 
Main Street in Shawano.; a trespassing 
call on Basswood Road in the Town of 
Birnamwood.; a burglary on Nursery 
Lane in Bowler.; a scam report at 
Resort Road in Bonduel; a suspicious 
vehicle on Oak Drive in Shawano.; an 
intoxicated person report on Hutchens-
Aniwa Townline Road in Birnamwood; 
an operating while intoxicated report on 
Pike Lake Road in Eland; 11 crashes.
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OBITUARIES
Hilary Allen ‘Sarge’ Waukau

Hilary Allen “Sarge” Waukau was 
called home by the Creator and his 
wife, Pat, early Friday morning, Feb. 
19, 2021. Sarge was a force of life un-
like any other. Those who knew him 
could find him laughing and singing 
wherever he went, and his passion for 
life lifted everyone around him. His 
booming trademark laugh was unpar-
alleled, and his passion for music and 
his teams was boundless.

Sarge was a devout follower and 
practitioner of traditional Native 
spiritual practices, and he shared his 
knowledge and wisdom with all who 
sought his advice and counsel. Sarge 
was also a devoted husband to Pat 
Waukau and father to H.J. and Eileen 
Waukau; and he happily moved 
heaven and earth doing whatever 
was required to make sure they were 
happy and cared for. He lived the ex-
ample he preached and guided others 
to do likewise.

Sarge was truly one of a kind, and 
our world is better because he lived 
in it. He touched so many lives in 
such a positive way that it is beyond 
description how much he meant to 
us all.

Sarge was born and raised on the 
Menominee Indian Reservation in 
Wisconsin to Hilary John “Sparky” 
Waukau and Edith Marion Waukau, 
and he was the oldest of 13 kids. Life 
and the world dealt Sarge a tough 
start growing up on the Menominee 
reservation during the era of “ter-
mination,” and it was further com-
pounded by being born with only one 
arm.

While the Creator didn’t bless 
Sarge with many material advantages, 

he was blessed 
with one of the 
biggest hearts 
imaginable. His 
heart provided 
him with the fire 
and desire to not 
just survive but 
thrive in the face 
of adversity. He 

played and excelled at football at 
Shawano High School and went on to 
play at St. Norbert College in Green 
Bay.

While some may have thought 
having only one arm may have 
hindered his ability, they greatly 
underestimated the heart and ferocity 
with which he played, earning the 
unmitigated respect of teammate and 
opponent alike. He passed along his 
passion for sports and competition 
not just to his brothers and sisters, 
but also his children, nieces and 
nephews.

Sarge moved to Colorado in 1974 
where he set out for a new chapter in 
his life. He was working as a bartend-
er in Estes Park, singing away with 
the jukebox and chatting up the cli-
entele, when Pat Schumacher walked 
in the room for a brief respite during 
a road trip, and their worlds changed 
forever. It was kismet. Pat knew 
immediately that “she was going to 
marry that man,” and Sarge pro-
claimed “they were better together 
than were apart.”

The spirit of that initial encounter 
endured over the next five decades 
as they were always at each other’s 
side. Their love was enduring and 
eternal as they were blessed with two 

children — their son, H.J., and their 
daughter, Eileen. Their house was 
one of love, laughter, games, dance 
recitals, birthday parties, graduations 
and the occasional WrestleMania 
party.

After marrying Pat, Sarge worked 
a series of jobs ultimately landing a 
job as the head of security at Norlin 
Library at the University of Colorado. 
It was here that Sarge provided the 
education and guidance not found in 
the classroom to untold thousands of 
students at UC. Sarge made it his per-
sonal priority to ensure that students 
from all walks of life worked together 
and treated each other with respect.

It was common to see students in 
the Norlin Security office who were 
from different ethnic, racial, econom-
ic and spiritual backgrounds sharing 
laughs and working together. Sarge 
was also active within the UC Indig-
enous student community sharing his 
knowledge and wisdom with all who 
asked, and always when needed.

Sarge loved going to concerts and 
UC football games and was an avid 
outdoorsman who loved to fish and 
go hiking in the mountains. He had 
a passion for life that enchanted ev-
eryone who came across his path, be 
they strangers he met on the street, 
or the famous musicians he counted 
as friends and who would surprise 
his mom by singing happy birthday 
to her.

It was often said of Sarge that 
you could drop him anywhere in the 
world with nothing, and he would ei-
ther find someone he knew or charm 
somebody into helping him out. You 
could always find him in the front 

row singing along to every song and 
dancing with mom at every show. As 
big a fan as was of the Buffs and the 
Packers, he saved his most passionate 
ardor for his children. He traveled far 
and wide so his children could chase 
their dreams, never missing a game 
or a recital, and loved every minute 
of it. Even after they asked him to 
resign as their coach early in their 
careers.

Sarge’s passion for his family and 
friends was unmatched and he was 
quick to open his heart and his home 
to all who asked. He was a father 
not just to his own children but to 
countless others who sought refuge 
under his and Pat’s roof, treating each 
one of them as if they were his own. 
Whether it was words of wisdom, a 
favor, a meal, money, or sometimes a 
song, he was willing to share what-
ever he had to help those in need.

He is survived by his children, 
H.J. Waukau and his wife, Elizabeth 
Schrimpf, and Eileen Waukau; his 
brothers, Mark, Jeff and Mitchell 
Waukau; and his sisters, Stephanie 
Henry, Lenore Waukau, Natalie 
Waukau, Lori Waukau, Annie Egan-
Waukau and Teeta Wilber.

He preceded in death by his 
parents, Hilary “Sparky” and Edith 
Waukau; his brother, Berard; and his 
sisters, Kim and Mary Lou.

A private family final service was 
held Tuesday, March 2, 2021.

Those wishing to send flowers 
may do so, but the family would also 
suggest that donations be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association or the Na-
tive American Rights Funds.

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com

Francis ‘Franny’ B. Pitzen

Francis “Franny” B. Pitzen, 84, 
of Shawano, passed away unexpect-
edly at his home on Saturday, Feb. 
27, 2021.

He was born June 2, 1936, in the 
Town of Marshfield to Joseph and 
Esther (Simon) Pitzen.

He attended New Holstein High 
School.

On Oct. 26, 1957, he married 
Theresa Wollersheim at St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church in St. Peter.

Franny worked briefly at Kohler 
Company. In 1960, he became em-
ployed at C.D. Smith, where he re-
mained until his retirement in 1997.

Franny was a former member of 
the St. Cloud Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and the Riverside Hunting and 
Fishing Club. Franny and Theresa 
were members of St. Martin’s of 

Tours Catholic 
Church in Cecil. 
He was an avid 
hunter and fish-
erman. He spent 
many hours on 
Shawano Lake 
where he im-
mensely enjoyed 
the company of 

his family and friends.
Survivors include his wife, 

Theresa; his children, Joan (James) 
Rosenthal, Janet Lefeber, Tom 
(Patti) Pitzen, Jerry (Cindy) Pit-
zen and Lori (Mark) Kuhn; his 12 
grandchildren, James (Amy) Rosen-
thal III, Scott (Taryn) Rosenthal, 
Angela (Dan) Smith, Laura (Kyle) 
Gehrke, Kimberly (Paul) Servais, 
Jacki (Mike) Brice, Jamie Pitzen 

(special friend, Preston), Sarah (Mi-
chael) Kolbe, Kelli Pitzen, Rachel 
Pitzen, Kayla (Evan) Weber and 
Adam Kuhn; 15 great-grandchildren, 
Isabelle, Addison, Brady, Stella and 
Ada Rosenthal, Mara and Finley 
Smith, Carter Gehrke, Levi and 
Dax Servais, Hudson and McKinley 
Brice, Brock, Colton, Halle Kolbe 
and the 16th great-granddaughter 
expected in June; his sisters, Mary 
Guelig and Carol (Ronald) Steffes; 
his sister-in-law, Kathy (LeRoy) 
Reiser; and a brother-in-law, David 
(Dorothy) Wollersheim.

He is further survived by nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and friends.

Preceding him in death were his 
parents, Joseph and Esther Pitzen; 
his infant daughter, Mary Pitzen; 
his son-in-law, Kevin Lefeber; his 

brother, Walter (Liz) Pitzen; his 
brother-in-law, Harold Guelig; two 
nephews, Paul and Bernie Guelig; 
and his father-in-law and mother-in-
law, Ervin and Esther Wollersheim.

A liturgy of the word service will 
be held at 1 p.m. Saturday, March 6, 
2021, at St. Isidore Parish-St. Cloud 
Church, 924 Main St., St. Cloud. 
The Rev. Gary Wegner will preside. 
Franny will be laid to rest in the St. 
Cloud Catholic Cemetery following 
the service.

Family and friends may visit with 
Franny’s family at the church in St. 
Cloud on Saturday, March 6, from 10 
a.m. until 12:45 p.m.

For further details, please contact 
the Sippel Funeral Home in St. 
Cloud, 920-999-2291, or visit www.
sippelfuneralhome.net.
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Donna M. Reed

Donna M. Reed, 85, of the Town of 
Morris, Shawano County, passed away 
Sunday, Feb. 28, 2021, at her home.

Funeral arrangements are pend-
ing with Beil-Didier Funeral Home in 
Tigerton.

Ronald Johnson

Ronald “Ron” Johnson, 61, of Neen-
ah, formerly of Tigerton, passed away 
on Monday, Feb. 22, 2021 at his home.

Beil-Didier Funeral Home in Ti-
gerton is assisting with the arrange-
ments.

Donna Mae Seefeldt

Donna Mae Seefeldt, 82, of 
Bonduel, passed away in Shawano 
on Sunday, Feb. 28, 2021. Donna 
was born in Bowler on Oct. 19, 
1938, daughter of William and Edna 
(Gumz) Messerschmidt. Donna 
graduated from Bonduel High 
School and did clerical work at the 
Bonduel Clinic. On Feb. 28, 1960 
she was united in marriage to Har-
old Thompson at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Bonduel. Harold preced-
ed Donna in death in 1975.

On April 7, 1979, Donna was 
united in marriage to Kenneth 
Seefeldt at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Bonduel. The couple 
moved to Chippewa Falls in 1980 
where they owned and operated a 
motel. Donna also worked at Mason 
Shoe Manufacturing while in Chip-
pewa Falls. Ken and Donna re-
turned to the Shawano area in 1998, 
and Donna worked at Shawano 
Medical Center.

Ken and Donna enjoyed travel-
ing together, taking vacations to 
Arizona, Florida, Alaska, Hawaii. 
They enjoyed fishing in Canada and 
snorkeling in the Caribbean off the 
Island of Roatan, Honduras. Donna 
enjoyed sports and was and avid 
fan of Bonduel’s High School teams, 
the Milwaukee Brewers, and the 
Green Bay Packers. More than any-
thing, Donna loved her family and 
treasured every moment she spent 
with them. She especially looked 
forward to the special after school 
visits from her great grandchildren.

Left to cherish Donna’s memory 
are: her daughter, Tammy (Keith) 
Rosin, of Bonduel; stepchildren, Pam 
Seefeldt, of Shawano, Alan (friend 
Cheryl) Seefeldt, of Green Bay, 

Gary (Char-
lene) Seefeldt, 
of Shawano, 
Larry Seefeldt, of 
DePere, and John 
(Terry) Seefeldt, 
of Neenah; four 
grandchildren, 
Jenilee (Andy 
Plantz) Hughes, 

Joshua (Lisa) Hughes, Katie Jo 
(Jordan) Greuel and Mikal (Tess) 
Anshutz; great-grandchildren, Tyler, 
Ava, Myles, Drew, Lila, Theodore, 
Brooklyn, Quinn, Aubryn, Lydia, 
and a baby girl, Anschutz, due in 
June; step-grandchildren, Saman-
tha Seefeldt, Kyle Seefeldt, Dylan 
(Melissa) Seefeldt, Brianna Seefeldt, 
Tasha Seefeldt, Hanna Seefeldt and 
Sam Seefeldt; many step-great-grand-
children, other relatives, and friends.

She is preceded in death by her 
first husband, Harold Thompson; 
second husband, Kenneth Seefeldt; 
a daughter, Kathie Jo Thompson; 
her parents; three sisters, Florence 
Mavis, Ethel Svetnicka, and Evange-
line Thiede; and one brother, Roger 
Messerschmidt.

A funeral service for Donna will 
be held at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in Bonduel at 11 a.m. on Friday 
March 5, 2021, with the Rev. Mark 
Palmer officiating. Burial will be in 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Shawano. 
Visitation will be held at the church 
on Friday from 9:30 a.m. until the 
time of the service.

Donna’s family would like to ex-
tend a special thank you to Meadow 
View Estates for the wonderful care 
and for making Donna’s time there 
so enjoyable for her.

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com

Doris J. Lancelle

Doris Jane Lancelle, 86, Sey-
mour, passed away Sunday, Feb. 21, 
2021. The daughter of Raymond and 
Pauline (Glinski) Luedtke was born 
March 2, 1934, in Green Bay. On Oct. 
6, 1956, she was united in marriage to 
Howard Lancelle. Howard preceded 
Doris in death on Aug. 9, 2010.

Doris was a member of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church in Zachow. She 
worked at Proctor and Gamble for 
many years until her retirement in 
1990. Doris thoroughly enjoyed her 
time playing bridge with her friends 
in Seymour at Good Shepherd Servic-
es. She also cherished her “hen club” 
lunch group with her high school 
classmates. Doris had a green thumb 
and cared for a beautiful garden.

Survivors include one son, Jeff 
(Jill) Lancelle, Milwaukee; one daugh-
ter, Julie (Martin) Hock, Seymour; 
four grandchildren, Kelley Lancelle, 
Kevin (Jessica) Lancelle, Andrew 
Hock and Alex Hock; three great-
grandchildren, Landon Lancelle and 
Finn and Charlie Lancelle; siblings, 
Esther (Jim) Fox, Leona Hoersch and 

Marvin (Mer-
edith) Luedtke; 
nieces, nephews, 
other relatives 
and friends.

In addition to 
her husband, she 
was preceded in 
death by numer-
ous brothers-in-

law and sisters-in-law.
Services were held at 11 a.m. on 

Friday, Feb. 26, 2021, at St. Paul Lu-
theran Church, W1978 Church Drive, 
Zachow, the Rev. Virgil Hanson offi-
ciating. Burial took place in the parish 
cemetery.

Muehl-Boettcher Funeral Home 
is assisting the family with their ar-
rangements.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial fund 
has been established.

The family extends a special 
thanks to Aurora At Home Hospice 
for their compassionate care.

Online condolences may be 
expressed to Doris’ family at www.
muehlboettcher.com.

Mary W. Mathews

Mary W. Mathews, 87, of Clinton-
ville, formerly of Embarrass, passed 
away Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021, at home.

The Eberhardt-Stevenson Funeral 
Home and Crematory in Clintonville 
is assisting her family.

Kelvin ‘Kelly’ Matz

Kelvin “Kelly” Matz, 64, of 
Weston, died on Thursday, Feb. 25, 
2021, at Marshfield Medical Center, 
Weston, after courageously battling 
cancer for over five years.

Kelly was born Nov. 14, 1956, in 
Tigerton, the son of LaVerne Matz 
and Jeanette (Foth) Nemetz.

On Sept. 26, 1992, Kelly was 
united in marriage to Kelle Mavis at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Witten-
berg.

Kelly worked for Fed Mogel for 
12 years before retiring. He enjoyed 
fishing and hunting. The couple en-
joyed riding their Harley all over the 
U.S. and visited many states. They 
were members of the local Hog 
Chapter and volunteered for numer-
ous events, including the MDA and 
Children’s Hospital. Family was very 
important to Kelly, and he enjoyed 
smoking meats with his son and 
would often be found spending time 
with his great-nieces and great-
nephews.

Kelly is survived by his wife, 
Kelle Matz of Weston; two chil-
dren, Kaleb Matz of Weston and 

Brenda Matz of 
Green Bay; his 
mother, Jea-
nette Nemetz of 
Weston; brother, 
Randy (Theresa) 
Matz of Wausau 
as well as two 
sisters-in-law; 
numerous nieces 

and nephews; great-nieces and 
great-nephews and friends.

Kelly was preceded in death by 
his father and brother, Greg Matz.

A Celebration of Life Service will 
be held at 3 p.m. Saturday, March 
6, 2021, at Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church, Weston. The Rev. Mike 
Fox will officiate. Burial will be in 
Forest Home Cemetery, Wittenberg. 
Visitation will be held from 1 p.m. 
Saturday at the church until the time 
of service.

Schmidt and Schulta Funeral 
Home of Wittenberg is assisting the 
family with funeral arrangements. 
Memories and messages of support 
may be shared at SchmidtSchulta.
com.
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County drug court could be in jeopardy
Low enrollment 

cause for concern 
with county board

By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

The Shawano County Drug Court 
program is still in its infancy, but there 
is a very real threat that grant funding 
for the program could be stripped if 
the county doesn’t find more people to 
participate.

The drug court was a topic of 
heated discussion Feb. 24 by the Sha-
wano County Board of Supervisors. 
Drug court officials and legal represen-
tatives pointed out that, in spite of the 
ongoing issue of drugs in the county, 
finding people to go through the pro-
gram for 14-24 months is not as simple 
as busting someone for possessing a 
marijuana joint.

Currently, eight people are go-
ing through the county’s drug court 
program, which has a capacity for 20 
people. However, the referrals are 
not coming in, even though referrals 
can be made by judges, prosecutors, 
defense attorneys and others.

If the county can’t increase its num-
bers, it risks losing $107,000 in grant 
funding. The program has the potential 
to save the county more than $400,000 
annually in incarceration and other 
costs if participation is at capacity.

“DHS (Department of Human 
Services) is afraid that, if we don’t get 
things improved, we’re not going to 
get the funding from the state the next 
time around, and that the drug court is 
failing,” said County Board Chairman 
Tom Kautza.

Becky Edgren, the county’s drug 
court coordinator, noted that the 
county approved its drug court in 2017 
and, after a year of training, started it 
in earnest in late 2018. She said that the 
stringent requirements of the pro-
gram limit the enrollment to high-risk, 
high-need offenders, and only in cases 
where the person does not have a 
record of violent crimes. The program 
is for those who are drug dependent — 
not those dealing the drugs, according 
to Edgren.

“The National Association of 
Drug Court Professionals states that 
research has proven that drug courts 
work better than jail or prison. They 
work better than probation and better 
than treatment alone,” Edgren said. 
“Drug courts significantly reduce 

drug use and crime and do it cheaper 
than any other system and any other 
justice strategy that is used with these 
people.”

Shawano-Menominee County 
Circuit Court Judge William Kussel 
Jr. noted that the reason high-risk of-
fenders are targeted is that they have 
been involved with drugs long enough 
that only a large treatment program is 
effective. First-time users can usually 
get treatment in a shorter time frame, 
he said.

“These are people who need our 
time and our effort,” Kussel said of the 
high-risk offenders. “We are aware that 
drug court is very time consuming. It’s 
very, very expensive, not only for the 
county but it’s also time-consuming for 
those who are admitted into it.”

As a recommendation to help 

bolster the drug court program, Kussel 
suggested that the county turn the 
part-time family court commissioner 
position into a full-time post so that 
more people can be helped through 
drug court. He noted that the court 
calendars are very congested, making 
it difficult for him and fellow Circuit 
Court Judge Katherine Sloma to have 
the time to check up on enrollees.

“Drug court is not a free ride. It’s 
very difficult,” Kussel said. “Their lives 
are controlled by that drug court team. 
They’re told where they can live pretty 
much. They’re told the jobs they can 
have and can they be employed and 
their hours of employment, who they 
can talk to, who their friends are, what 
they can do. They have to go through 
multiple meetings and multiple ses-
sions.”

Edgren said there are currently no 
referrals waiting to be screened. She 
noted that only Shawano County resi-
dents can be referred, sparking con-
cern from board members that no one 
from the Menominee Reservation can 
be eligible, as 99% of the reservation is 
outside Shawano County, even though 
the court system includes Menominee 
County.

Laura Nelson, an assistant district 
attorney who has handled much of 
the drug court traffic since November 
2019, told the county board that the 
district attorney’s office has the final 
say on whether someone is admitted 
into the program. Nelson noted that 

setup is not unusual, as Marinette 
County operates its drug court the 
same way — something she saw first-
hand as a defense attorney in that area.

Nelson also pointed out that state 
Highway 29 is a major corridor for 
drug trafficking, and many of those 
apprehended by law enforcement do 
not live in the county, so they can’t be 
considered for the local drug court.

“People come up here for a lot of 
recreational opportunities, and unfor-
tunately, they bring drugs with them,” 
Nelson said. “That’s one of our strug-
gles. We can charge them here because 
this is where the crime happened, but 
we don’t get all of those people that 
are eligible for drug court because they 
are not residents of Shawano County.”

Nelson noted that candidates for 
drug court also have to face a mini-
mum probation sentence of two years. 
She said that some offenses, like the 
first-time possession of THC, only 
carries with it a one-year period of 
probation.

“These are not kids smoking weed 
in the basement that we’re targeting, 
and that’s not by my definition,” Nel-
son said. “That’s the terms of the drug 
court team.”

Kautza is tasking the county’s 
public safety and health committees 
to look at the drug court program and 
figure out what to do to keep the state 
funding from being lost.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Shawano-Menominee County District Attorney Greg Parker, right, talks briefly about his office’s role in the drug court program during the Feb. 24 Shawano 
County Board of Supervisors meeting. Assistant District Attorney Laura Nelson has been handling most of the drug court referrals. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Shawano-Menominee County Circuit Court Judge 
William Kussel Jr. speaks to the Shawano County 
Board of Supervisors on Feb. 24 on what needs to 
be done to improve drug court enrollment. 

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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O P I N I O N

Time to take a new ‘interim’ role with the paper
Hi, folks. I’ve been asked to assume 

the role of interim editor-in-chief of 
NEW Media, this nimble little compa-
ny that publishes the Shawano Leader, 
Oconto County Times Herald, and the 
Wittenberg Enterprise & Birnamwood 
News.

When I first took on the position 
of Times Herald editor, I figured I 
wouldn’t have time to get too person-
ally engaged in the community.

After all, I said to myself, after 
40-odd years of doing journalism — a 
couple of decades in radio news and 
then a couple of decades in newspa-
pers, with a quixotic run for Assembly 

in between, all of 
it in my beloved 
Northeast Wis-
consin — I was 
almost at retire-
ment age, and 
they would need 
someone else, 
someone younger, 
in no time at all. 
Better to leave it 
to my successor to 

engage the community.
Four years later …
I was the one who asked that the 

title include the word “interim.”

After all, I said, I’m already past re-
tirement age, and you’ll need someone 
else, someone younger, in no time at 
all.

It’ll be interesting to see where we 
all are in four years.

In a sense, everything we do is 
“interim,” even our “permanent” jobs. 
I think I’ve learned it’s better to dive 
in for the duration, however long that 
duration lasts.

So, how are we doing? We are 
approaching the first anniversary of 
our pandemic-related interim (that 
word again) decision to semi-merge 
the three papers into a weekly entity 

that shares a little more than half of its 
pages among themselves, with unique 
local covers and interior pages more 
specific to our local communities — 
and, of course, the three outlets share 
the same daily online presence, www.
newmedia-wi.com.

What could we do better? What do 
you miss? Email wbluhm@newmedia-
wi.com or voicemail/text 920-848-3427 
to let me know.

We may or may not be able to 
provide what you want, but I promise 
to be, well, engaged.

Readers can contact Warren Bluhm at wbluhm@
newmedia-wi.com.

WARREN BLUHM

Transition comes to NEW Media as editor steps down
There is a time for grand speech-

making and flowery prose.
This is not the time.
Rather, it is a time to reflect, and 

most of all, to say, “Thanks.”
With this edition, I will be turn-

ing over the oversight of the three 
newspapers and website that make up 
the editorial portion of NEW Media, 
Inc. to the steady hand of Warren 
Bluhm. Some readers will recognize 
the name as the editor of the Oconto 
County Times Herald. He has had a 
long career in journalism and a wealth 
of editorial experience.

But I can’t leave this position with-
out acknowledging how grateful I am 
to have been in it.

First, thanks 
to Warren and 
my colleagues 
at NEW Media 
for making sure 
that the news 
will continue to 
be printed and 
posted. The staff 
is committed to 
offering subscrib-
ers fact-based, fair 

coverage of Shawano, Menominee 
and Oconto counties. This type of 
coverage is a service that newspapers 
have provided since the inception of 
the United States, and its role was 
deemed so important that the found-

ing fathers included it in the First 
Amendment to the Constitution.

In rural America, small newspa-
pers fill a void that large-market TV 
stations and national media overlook. 
While social media has a role in local 
communication, newspapers take 
steps that social media does not — 
validating both facts and sources.

Newspapers, whether in print or 
online, are a place where the hard 
questions are asked. We appreciate 
those who answer those hard ques-
tions.

Thank you to everyone who was 
photographed, spoke on the phone 
or sat for interviews, sharing the 
best, and sometimes, the worst, mo-

ments of your lives.
It has been a privilege to be a 

witness to everything from pop-up 
weddings to political transitions; to 
share the excitement of sports and the 
creativity of local artists; to relay the 
story of someone who reached a 100-
year birthday and a young entrepre-
neur who started a new business in 
the midst of a pandemic.

Thank you for your support 
through your subscriptions and 
advertising. NEW Media may be a 
constitutionally-protected entity, but 
it is also a small, local business.

As the now former editor-in-chief, 
it is time for a personal transition, and 
for one last time, to say, “Thanks.”

CAROL RYCZEK

Shawano County behind 
times for health care

To the editor:
I just spent six days working on 

securing an appointment for the 
COVID-19 vaccine for my 88-year-
old mother in Shawano through the 
ThedaCare website. When I called 

ThedaCare, they said to get her logged 
into their portal and keep checking 
back until a schedule shows up.

I checked every three hours for six 
days and kept getting the message that 
no appointments were available and to 
check back later. I was lucky enough to 
check at 11 p.m. on a Thursday when a 
schedule appeared. She is living inde-
pendently and not in a nursing home 

or assisted living in Cecil.
Why is it that a computer sched-

uling system is the only way to get 
an appointment? It is the same for 
Walgreens. What about our elderly 
that either don’t have a computer and 
not on social media? How are they to 
navigate this system to get vaccinated?

I live in Bayfield County and our 
pharmacies and county have lists and 

are going down their list. The calling 
order is by age or by order of being 
placed on the list. I am 65 and am get-
ting my second shot this week. I would 
have gladly given my shot to my mom, 
but we live 4½ hours apart.

If Bayfield County can figure it out, 
why can’t Shawano County? We need 
to do better for our elderly.

Lynn Adams, Washburn

L E T T E R S  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

O P I N I O N  PA G E  P O L I C Y
The Shawano Leader welcomes letters from its readers and wants to publish as many as possible. Letters should be no longer than 400 words and must be 

typed. The editor reserves the right to edit letters for accuracy, brevity and clarity. Please avoid personal attacks. Only one letter per writer will be published 
in a 14-day period, and letters from new writers will be considered first over more frequent participants. Longer pieces of up to 800 words will be considered 
for guest columns. All columns require a head shot of the author. All opinion pieces must be signed by the author, and an address and telephone number must 
be included for verification. No anonymous opinion pieces will be published under any circumstances. The best and most expedient way to send letters is by 
email to editor@newmedia-wi.com. Put “letter to the editor” in the subject line and send the text in the body of the email. Letters can also be sent by mail or 
delivered in person to 1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano.
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County Board approves ATV/UTV ordinance
Supervisors take 
issue to licensing 
rules, speed limits

By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

The Shawano County Board of 
Supervisors approved an ordinance 
expanding which county-designated 
roads can be used for all-terrain ve-
hicles and utility-terrain vehicles, but 
not without some pushback.

Supervisor John Ainsworth took 
issue with allowing operators as young 
as 12 to drive ATVs on county roads 
and tried to push through an amend-
ment that would require any ATV or 
UTV operator to have a state driver’s 
license and pay liability insurance. 
That measured failed as only eight of 
the 27 board members voted in favor.

“If one of these vehicles is involved, 
causes an accident, nobody’s liable?” 
Ainsworth said.

Supervisor Randy Young pointed 
out that some of the vehicles don’t 
have seat belts or turn signals, as a 
motor vehicle is required to. Like 
Ainsworth, Young feels intermingling 
ATVs and UTVs with cars and trucks 
is an accident waiting to happen.

“From day one I’ve said this, it’s 
just a bad idea to mix these vehicles on 
county roads with regular vehicles,” 
Young said. “If the towns want to do 
it on theirs, I’m fine with it. It’s the 
county roads I have an issue with.”

If there are issues with the ATVs 
being on county roads, the Shawano 
County Sheriff’s Department hasn’t 
seen many complaints. Chief Deputy 
George Lenzner said deputies have 
dealt with very few incidents involving 
ATVs or UTVs.

“It’s been a lot better than what we 
expected,” Lenzner said.

Supervisor Mark Bolin had issue 
with Ainsworth’s amendment because 
it would make a stricter ordinance 
than state law already has in place. 
State agencies like the Department of 
Natural Resources are under no obli-
gation to enforce county regulations, 
he noted.

“It takes away the enforcement 
ability for the DNR and the state patrol 
and leaves everything on the sheriff’s 
department,” Bolin said. “They will not 
enforce our ordinance.”

The reason for the updated ordi-
nance, which was first passed in 2019, 
is that it only permitted ATV/UTV 
use on piecemeal segments of some 
county roads to the point where it was 
difficult to ascertain where someone 
could or could not ride their vehicles, 
according to Highway Commissioner 
Grant Bystol.

“We started getting so many 
requests in certain segments, and in 
enforcement it was difficult because 
there were so many segments where 
it’s open, closed, open, closed,” Bystol 
said. “The intent of this ordinance, 
brought to you by the highway com-
mittee, was to open it up and clarify 
they can all be open.”

Bystol noted that ATV/UTV users 
between the ages of 12 and 16 are re-
quired to be accompanied by an adult 
driver. This can be in either the same 
vehicle or a separate vehicle.

Ainsworth feels that the heavy use 
of county roads would make expanded 
ATV/UTV use too dangerous.

“We have loaded log trucks. We 
have full-length semis on county high-
ways that stop and back into drive-
ways, taking up most of the highway 
and both shoulders when they back 
in,” Ainsworth said. “We have farm 
equipment that can be as wide as 16 
feet. We have horses and buggies that 

travel 12 or 13 miles per hour. These 
(ATVs/UTVs) are fully capable of 
driving past that 16-foot farm imple-
ment or that horse and buggy.

“These kids are going into sixth 
grade. They are not given any driver’s 
training, driver’s instruction or any-
thing like that. I just don’t think it’s safe 
for 12-year-olds. I think they should 
have a valid driver’s license and proof 
of insurance like we need for motor 
vehicles.”

Supervisor Richard Ferfecki took 
exception to Ainsworth’s amendment, 
clarifying that tractors and other farm 
equipment are designated vehicles of 
husbandry.

“That’s state law,” Ferfecki said. 
“You can’t stop them from going on 

the road, and you don’t need a driver’s 
license.”

Supervisor Ken Capelle also had 
concerns with the expanded ordi-
nance, but not with the licensing 
requirements. He expressed concern 
about limiting ATV speeds to 35 miles 
per hour when the posted limit for mo-
tor vehicles can be as high as 55.

“These vehicles are capable of driv-
ing the same speed as a motor vehicle,” 
Capelle said. “They are not a slow-
moving vehicle.”

County Board Chairman Tom 
Kautza noted that the 35 mph limit is 
set by the DNR, so the county can’t 
waver from that.

“That’s what we used as a model 
when this all started,” Kautza said.
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Davel serving as 
interim administrative 

coordinator
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

James Davel is serving as the in-
terim administrative coordinator for 
Shawano County after it has gone 
months without one at all.

The office has been vacant since 
Oct. 16, when Brent Miller left to 
become county administrator for 
Sauk County. Miller had been mak-
ing $105,000 in Shawano County 
but was offered $138,000 by Sauk 
County.

Since then, the county’s adminis-
trative committee has gone through 
two rounds of finding a permanent 
replacement for Miller. According 
to County Board Chairman Tom 
Kautza, the county had no one 
promising after the first round of 
interviews, and in the second round, 
one candidate stood out but ulti-

mately declined 
to take the job. 
Kautza said the 
candidate had a 
lot of questions 
about benefits 
and didn’t try to 
negotiate.

“I don’t 
know what was 
exactly happen-

ing,” Kautza said. “Perhaps we were 
being used to promote where he was 
working to try to get a little more 
money or not.”

Davel, the county emergency 
management director, will serve in 
the interim position for about three 
months part-time.

“He’s got a lot of catching up and, 
I think, some learning to do,” Kautza 
said.

JAMES DAVEL
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Passion Madosh, a fourth-grade student at Keshena Primary School, uses Play-Doh to form an expression on the face of a blank person to show how she’s feeling in class. The stress kits also include other coping 
tools like sand timers, bubble wrap, doodle pads and more. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Stress relief comes to Keshena Primary School
Student kits obtained through DPI grant help them to sort through emotions

By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

They might look like bags of 
toys, but the stress kits are actu-
ally bags of tools that help students 
at Keshena Primary School to sort 
through their emotions during dif-
ficult times.

The elementary school recently 
received a School-Based Mental 
Health Service Grant from the 
Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction, which allowed it to 

produce 440 stress kits that include 
items like Play-Doh, pinwheels, 
sand timers and more to allow 
students, both in class and at home, 
to focus on something as they’re 
dealing with emotions like anger 
and sadness or if they’re just feeling 
overwhelmed.

Courtney Slewinski, social 
worker, said that KPS teaches a va-
riety of self-regulation techniques 
to its students and coping tools. 
With the entire school district 
remaining in virtual learning mode 

for the full first semester of the 
school year, the stresses that young 
students normally feel were magni-
fied, and with most of them isolated 
from friends and other resources, 
Slewinski and others at the school 
knew they needed to get something 
in their hands to help.

“We kind of came up with the 
idea of creating an SEL (Social 
Emotional Learning) toolkit, known 
as a ‘calm down kit,’” Slewinski 
said. “That way, they have access 
to things that we’re teaching them 

here at school at home, as well.”
One of the items is a mat with a 

drawing of a person with no facial 
features. Students can use the little 
containers of Play-Doh to form 
eyes, a mouth and other features 
that they can show teachers and 
other staff members what they’re 
feeling.

“Some of them might look like 
toys, but how we teach them is 
to use them as tools,” Slewinski 
said. “If you’re struggling with 
your words sometimes to say what 
you’re feeling, sometimes it’s easier 
to draw it out.”

If words are not so difficult for 
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students, the kits also have tiny jour-
nals with lavender stickers that stu-
dents can use to make their feelings 
known and why they’re bothered.

“We teach them about how differ-
ent scents can help with self-regula-
tion as well as journaling,” Slewinski 
said. “Drawing pictures is a great 
way to get out those thoughts and 
feelings in a healthy way.”

Pinwheels and bubble makers help 
the students with breathing tech-
niques. Slewinski noted that those 
items are not as effective when stu-
dents are wearing masks in school, 
but they’re helpful for students who 
are socially distanced at home or 
elsewhere.

“While we’re teaching them the 
deep breathing exercises, we’re also 
teaching them how physically things 
in their body are changing and help-
ing them calm down and regulate,” 
Slewinski said.

Snacks are also included in case 
hunger is an issue, as growling tum-
mies can make it hard for students 
to be in a decent place emotionally, 
according to Slewinski. There are 
also do-it-yourself bottles with orbs 
that grow in water and glitter that 
helps students to focus on the chang-
ing and swirling patterns and help 
ground themselves during emotional 
crises.

Mary Juckem, KPS principal, said 
the bottles have been particularly 
helpful to students, and she’s heard 
from students about how much they 
help with emotional grounding.

“I’ve had some students who have 
said they take them to their rooms, 
and one says he even sleeps with it 
whenever he’s getting frustrated or 
irritable,” Juckem said. “That’s the 
tool he’s using (to calm down).”

Of course, some classic items are 
in order, too. Each stress kit comes 
with some bubble wrap for students 
to use for popping and getting back 
to a calm state, and there’s even a 
sand timer that students can watch 
and actually feel themselves calming 
down over a period of time.

“We talk about health coping tools 
versus unhealthy coping tools and 
how do we express our frustration 
and anger in a way that’s healthy to 
ourself and other people and prop-
erty around us,” Slewinski said.

The school has been highlighting 
one of the items weekly in newslet-
ters sent to families so parents can 
learn about the tools and how to use 
them to calm their children down 
when they’re stressed at home, ac-
cording to Juckem.

“They can apply those pieces in 
different settings,” Juckem said.

All in all, the kits are making it 
easier for teachers to manage their 

classrooms without having to resort 
to disciplinary action on students 
who are displaying negative behav-
ior.

“I think it’s empowering them to 
learn how to manage their own emo-
tions in safe ways, but also knowing 
they have resources with their adults 

and things like that to ask for help,” 
Slewinski said.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Eric Webster, a fifth-grade student at Keshena Primary School, doodles on a doodle pad that’s included with the stress kits. Drawing pictures can help when 
emotions are hard to express verbally, according to social worker Courtney Slewinski. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Diamond Kaqutosh, a fourth-grade student at Keshena Primary School, stretches out a coil to de-stress in class. The stress kits have proven very effective in 
getting students to express emotions in healthy ways. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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FRESH Project coming out of hibernation
CSAs, summer market, expansion to Menominee County in the works this coming year

By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

The coronavirus pandemic kept 
the FRESH Project from doing its 
annual winter market in Shawano, 
but patrons of the program can rest 
assured that other activities are tak-
ing place to keep food coming to the 
area.

The FRESH Project held a 
community-supported agriculture 
project over the weekend, featur-
ing local food producers like Five 
Star Lamb, Johnson Family Cattle, 
Belle Plaine Cheese, Pienko’s Meat 
Processing, Sweet Timber Maple 
Syrup and Milo’s Eggs. According 
to Barbara Mendoza, the program’s 
executive director, the one-time 
event is a prelude to an extended 
subscription program that will start 
around summertime.

“We’ve done this several times, 
where we would just work with our 
local farmers,” Mendoza said. “We 
say that we’d like to do a CSA with 
your products, and then we add 
maybe 50 cents to their price, and 
it’s just a small fundraiser for us.”

The FRESH Project will start 
accepting subscriptions for the full 
CSA on April 1. The cost will be 
dependent on a family’s income, 
Mendoza said, and prices are still to 
be determined.

The CSAs are a good thing to 
come about in light of the FRESH 
Project having to cancel its winter 
market, which started a few years 
ago as a monthly way for farmers to 
sell off excess product. Due to the 
coronavirus pandemic still causing 
a high number of cases in the area 
when the winter market was due to 
begin in November, it was deter-
mined that the indoor event couldn’t 
be pulled off safely.

“That is so missed,” Mendoza 
said. “That is missed by so many 
people and our farmers, but we are 
going to have a full farmers market.”

The summer farmers market 
was able to take place last year but 
required eliminating a lot of the 
activities in order to keep people so-
cially distanced. This year, Mendoza 
is confident that the farmers market 
can be spread across the full perim-
eter of Franklin Park to allow some 
distancing but not require people to 
hurry in and hurry out.

“We are getting the forms and the 

applications ready for that,” Mendo-
za said. “I’ll be sending out an email 
to all of our vendors, including our 
craft vendors, and then we’ll have 
our forms online April 1.”

This year’s market will kick off 
June 19 and continue through Oct. 2, 
going from 8 a.m. to noon every Sat-
urday. Once again, the market will 
team up with Shawanofest on July 10 
and stay open later. The market will 
also hold its regular 5K walk/run, 
but it will not include the scrabble 
run, according to Mendoza.

The need for fresh food is there, 
she said, noting that the Shawano 
Area Food Center called the FRESH 
Project to help stock its shelves at 
one point during the pandemic.

The FRESH Project has done a 
mobile market program for years 
that has brought fresh vegetables 
and other items to the smaller com-
munities. Mendoza said the pro-
gram is being expanded to include 
Menominee County with the help of 
a grant.

“We are working with Keshena 

Primary School to work with their 
third-grade class about planting, 
the soil, the light and the water,” 
Mendoza said. “We are also work-
ing with the Boys and Girls Club 
Menominee Nation. We’re going to 
expand their garden, and we’ll have 
a classroom setting to talk about 
some higher-level education on 
that.”

The Menominee County expan-
sion will also include preparing 
garden boxes for families that will 
include the soil needed to grow the 
seeds, according to Mendoza. The 
mobile market and the CSA program 
will also take place at the tribe’s 
farmers market every other Friday 
when it starts up again.

“We have a lot going on,” Men-
doza said, noting that she hopes to 
revive the winter market for next 
winter.

Barbara Mendoza, left, executive director for the FRESH Project, and her husband, Dave Mendoza, fill up bags with food items provided by local farmers 
Feb. 27 at the First Presbyterian Church. The FRESH Project distributed the local Community-Supported Agriculture items to those who signed up, but an 
expanded CSA program will be starting April 1. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

“We’ve done this several times, where we would just work 
with our local farmers. We say that we’d like to do a CSA 
with your products, and then we add maybe 50 cents to 

their price, and it’s just a small fundraiser for us.”
BARBARA MENDOZA, The FRESH Project executive director
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The bald eagle, master of the hunt
Bald eagles have presence. They 

capture your eye wherever they are. 
They exude a sort of majesty and an 
ease with themselves and their envi-
ronment. And for good reason — they 
are well outfitted for a raptor’s (bird of 
prey) life.

With a wingspan of 6 to 7 ½ feet, 
bald eagles can soar easily on thermals 
with nary a wing beat, but, on the 
strength of those same wings, can also 
reach speeds up to 30 mph, according 
to the National Eagle Center (NEC) 
in Wabasha, Minnesota. When intent 
on a meal, they can swoop down after 
prey (stoop) at speeds up to 100 mph 
and strike with deadly force.

Their talons are efficient weapons, 
designed to grab and carry prey such 
as fish and small mammals. Those 
talons, according to the NEC, can 
catch prey many times the eagle’s size. 
Once a meal is caught, the eagle uses 

its stout, hooked 
and sharp beak to 
break it down into 
bite-size chunks.

The eagle’s 
sharp vision gives 
this hunter a really 
distinct advan-
tage. According 
to “What It’s Like 
to Be a Bird” by 

David Allen Sibley, bald eagles have 
five times more light-sensing cells 
in their eyes than we do, and 80% of 
those cells are cones that see color. 
This allows them to see much more 
detail than we do.

They also have two foveae (we 
have only one) where focus is the 
sharpest at the back of the each eye-
ball; these are packed with those light-
sensing cells. The two foveae in each 
eye point in different directions — one 

straight ahead, the other at about 45 
degrees, allowing an eagle to focus on 
four different areas at the same time 
and providing nearly 360 degrees of 
peripheral vision. We have much less, 
about 110 degrees of peripheral vision.

When you see an eagle cock its 
head to one side, it is using one fovea 
of one eye to see something more 
sharply. An eagle’s vision is so sharp, 
according to the NEC, it can see a 
rabbit bounding across the landscape 
three miles away.

According to Sibley, to approximate 
an eagle’s visual acuity we would need 
to look through binoculars that mag-
nify our world by a factor of five. And 
bald eagles have yet another advan-
tage: They also see in the UV range of 
light which allows them to track their 
prey by its urine trail.

Once a species protected by Federal 
Endangered Species Act, and the state, 

the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocepha-
lus) has made a comeback, thanks to 
all the conservation measures taken 
to restore its population. You can now 
see bald eagles year-round in Wis-
consin. Locally, we see them at the 
OcontoHarbor, along the west shore 
of Green Bay and perching near rivers, 
woodland edges and roadways.

Take care when driving rural 
roads where eagles may be feeding on 
roadside carrion. The bald eagle’s large 
size makes it difficult for them to make 
a speedy getaway from approaching 
vehicles, and many of them are killed 
or injured every year by vehicles.

Enjoy your bald eagle sightings, and 
know that while you are watching this 
majestic bird, you too are “captured” 
in even sharper focus by this majestic 
and amazing raptor.

Cathy Carnes of Oconto is a retired U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service biologist who volunteers with Bird City Oconto.

CATHY CARNES

A mature bald eagle cruises the skies near Lake Michigan in Manitowoc. JOEL TRICK
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SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

A.A. Oconto Group: Mondays &
Fridays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at 10
a.m. (open meeting) at First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto James 920-
834-6276. TF

AA Group Meeting: 24 hour group
every Wed. night. 8:00 p.m. at Masonic
Lodge on corner of Washington St. and
Caldwell, Oconto Falls TF

Co-Dependency Meeting Thursdays at
noon. St. James Lutheran Church, 1402
Main St., Marinette TF

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? GET
RESULTS! Affordable
advertising that fits your budget!  Reach
OVER 3000,000 homes!  Place your ad
in MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers &
Buyers’ Guide papers for as lowas $36.
Call today!  Publishers Development
Service, Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-
0737 www.pdsadnet.com

GUN SHOW
Sunday, March 7th

8AM-3PM
The Swan Club 
875 Heritage Rd

De Pere, WI
Buy - Sell - Trade
For Information

920-609-3287

Living Well With Depression and
Bipolar - Bellin Behavioral Health
Center, 301 E. St. Joseph St., Green
Bay, Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. Contact: Jerry Kamke 920-544-
5596. TF

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS

Absolutely Adorable: Beautiful Black
Scotties!  They are Smart! Witty!
Entertaining! Mischievous! Tender - And
Loving!  Boys & Girls Available.  Also:
Westi-Poos Are Here!  We Have 2 Males
& 1 Female.  $850 - $2000. A Deposit
Holds Your Choice Of Breed.  Call 715-
850-2535 After 10 AM.

BBOOAABBOOAATTSS//WWTTSS//WWAAAATTEERRTTEERR
Boats*Boats*Boats Pontoons,
Runabouts & Fishing Boats, 14-28 ft.
Huge Showroom.  Horn Ford - Marine,
Hwy 10, Brillion 1-800-261-4676
www.HornFord.com

BOATS*BOATS*BOATS Pontoons,
Runabouts & Fishing Boats, 14-28 ft.
Huge Heated Showroom. Horn Ford -
Marine, Hwy 10, Brillion 1-800-261-
4676 www.HornFord.com

BOATS*BOATS*BOATS Pontoons,
Runabouts & Fishing Boats, 14-28 ft.
Huge Heated Showroom. Horn Ford -
Marine, Hwy 10, Brillion 1-800-261-
4676 www.HornFord.com

FAMILY FUN STARTS HERE!
BOAT&PONTOON WORLD-
PONTOONS, SKI-WAKE FISHING &
BOW RIDERS, ATVs, SIDE X SIDES &
MOTORCYCLES. BEST PRICE &
SELECTION IN THE MIDWEST=SAVE
HUGE! AMERICAN
MARINE&MOTORSPORTS,
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM
SHAWANO 866-955-2628

WE BUY-
BOATS/RV/PONTOONS/SLED/ATVs&
MOTORCYCLES! “CASH PAID” NOW!
AMERICAN MARINE &
MOTORSPORTS SUPERCENTER,
SHAWANO 866-955-2628
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM

WE BUY-
BOATS/RV/PONTOONS/SLED/ATVs&
MOTORCYCLES! “CASH PAID” NOW!
AMERICAN MARINE &
MOTORSPORTS SUPERCENTER,
SHAWANO 866-955-2628
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE
helps Rawhide provide mental health
services that redirect local Wisconsin
youth & adults from harmful decisions.
Donate Today! 888-653-2729 (WCAN)

VVeehhiicclleess..

FOR SALE: 1929 model A coup runs
and drives, new chrome and paint good
interior $9,000 Call Tom 715-489-3703

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION!
Your donation helps education,
prevention & support programs. FAST
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE -
TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-665-3370
(WCAN)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES
See how much you can save! High-risk
SR22 driver policies available! Call 844-
841-5198 (WCAN)

WWaanntteedd  ttoo
BBuuyy

STAY IN YOUR HOME LONGER with
an American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1,500 off, including a
FREE Toilet, & a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-
661-6016 or visit
www.walkintubquote.com/2 (WCAN)

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT

3 WEES NEW JOB! NEW CAREER -
NEW YOU!  Train with us for your CDL
at SCDTI 715-942-2700 ext. 102

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We
edit, print and distribute your work
internationally. We do the work. You
reap the Rewards! Call for a FREE
Author's Submission Kit: 855-725-7825
(WCAN)

BURGER KING®

is now hiring for all 
shifts  at our 

Bonduel location.
Please call for interview 715-758-7016

Help wanted: Maintenance man
needed 5-10 hours a week.
Contact Judy 715-526-6145

WANTED: office help pt/ft, Quick books,
Payroll, & general office duties
bmurphy@bkbconst.com

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT
Home & office Cleaners Wanted

$600/Weekly
Cleaning Position: 

Available
Working Days: Mon-Fri

Time Schedule: 
11 AM - 2 P

Minimum Requirement
Email: henrya75312@gmail.com

Home & office Cleaners Wanted
$600/Weekly

Cleaning Position: 
Available

Working Days: Mon-Fri
Time Schedule: 

11 AM - 2 P
Minimum Requirement

Email:
henrya75312@gmail.com

OWNER OPERATOR - Must have own
semi-tractor.  Forklift experience needed
- or someone raised in a farming
community. Dedicated UP, MI and
eastern WI area. Home weekends.
Established company. Excellent pay and
fuel rebate.  219-663-5678 X 17, M-F
PUBLIC WORK EMPLOYEE:  The City
of Stephenson is seeking to fill a full-
time position in our Department of Public
Works.  The City offers a full benefit
package.  A list of job qualifications and
wage can be seen at www.stephenson-
mi.com or by contacting City Hall at 906-
753-6228.

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

$10K + in debt? Be Debt FREE in 24-
48 months. Pay a fraction of your debt.
Call National Debt Relief 844-528-5739
(WCAN)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON
YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 855-505-3069 (WCAN)

AT&T Internet Starting at $40/ month
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-855-
770-5080 (WCAN)
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SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

AT&T TV The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12 months. Premium Channels
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime,
anywhere. Some restrictions apply w/24-
mo. agmt TV price higher 2nd year.
Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/ mo. is
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-833-574-
1746 (WCAN)
ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters & more! To
learn more, call now! 1-866-944-3917
(WCAN)
ATTENTION: Auto Injury Victims! If
you have suffered a serious injury in an
auto accident, call us! Our attorneys
have the experience to get you the full
compensation you deserve! Call Now:
877-610-6675 (WCAN)
Become a Published Author!
Publications sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE
author submission kits. 1-844-268-6554
(WCAN)

CALL EMPIRE TODAY to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-228-5472
(WCAN)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the
skills to become a Computer & Help
Desk Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain
programs for qualified applicants.
Call CTI for details.  608-999-3925 (M-
F 8am-6pm ET) (WCAN)

Consistency is Key
Buy 3 Get 1 Free!
Invest in Feeling Better, Contact Us
Today!
Therapeutic Massage of Coleman
(920) 672-8378
www.colemanmassage.com

HL CONSTRUCTION Installing New
Overhead Doors & asphalt/metal roofs
715-457-2074

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
BE ONE IN JUST 10 SATURDAYS!
WeekendDentalAssistant.com CLASS
BEGINS APRIL 3rd, 2021! 920-730-
1112 Appleton. State of WI Approved.
Apply Now! (WCAN)
DENTAL ASSISTANT
BE ONE IN JUST 10 SATURDAYS!
WeekendDentalAssistant.com. NEXT
CLASS BEGINS APRIL 3, 2021!  920-
730-1112 Appleton. State of WI
Approved. Limited Spots Available.

DENTAL INSURANCE. From
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for (350+) procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Don't Wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

Did you receive a HERNIA MESH
IMPLANT in 2010 or later AND undergo
a revision or removal surgery? You may
be entitled to financial compensation. To
learn more, call 877-755-0606 (Mon-Fri
10am-8pm Eastern) (WCAN)
DIRECTV -Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/mo. 65 Channels. Stream Breaking
News, Live Events, Sports & On
Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL 1-855-732-1304
(WCAN)
DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)
EARTHLINK High Speed Internet. As
Low as $49.95/ month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music
& more! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-
404-9615 (WCAN)
FREE ESTIMATES - General
Carpentry/Remodeling, Desks, Garages,
Bathrooms, Basements, Windows,
Doors, Roofing & Siding,
Painting/Staining.  Quality work at
reasonable prices.  References
available.  State Certified, Fully Insured.
Call Todd 920-445-1078 (GNC)

M&M INTERIOR 
PAINTING

Call Mark Maijala
715-610-4346

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a FREE Quote today!
Call for additional terms and
conditions. 1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

HEARING AIDS!! Buy One/ Get One
FREE! High-quality rechargeable Nano
hearing aids priced 90% less than
competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 888-716-1292
(WCAN)
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, and availability
to find the best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top providers. Call
1-855-534-0408 (WCAN)
HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25 mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. Wifi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited
Time Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

Inerior, exterior painting; custom paints;
power washing; harwood/laminate
install.  Call for estimate, Iron Mountain,
MI 906-396-8673.

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Research &
Development pros & presented to
manufacturers. Call 1-888-925-4494 for
a FREE Idea Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation. (WCAN)
Jody at City Looks in Gillett
New Client offer: $30 perm special.
Specialty perms $50.
Call Jody 920-855-1656
L-2024: 63 Acres of Crop Land, Marion;
L-2050: 450 Acre Farm, Merrill; L-2053:
218 Acre Farm, Stanley; L-2057: 18
Acre Farm, Marion; L-2059: 120 Acre
Farm, Antigo; L-2061: 158 Acre farm,
Arpin. www.nolansales.com
for details (WCAN)
LIFE ALERT. One Press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home & on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription). CALL
855-892-1134 FREE Brochure (WCAN)
LIFE INSURANCE Quotes Free!
Compare and see how much you can
save! Nation's top providers! No
obligation! Call Now! 855-397-9016
(WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN
MATTRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles
on Display! All Sizes Avail.
PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 2133 Eastern
Ave Plymouth WI 920-892-6006 Open
Daily (WCAN)
STRUGGLING With Your Private
Student Loan Payment? New relief
programs can reduce your payments.
Learn your options. Good credit not
necessary. Call the Helpline 920-777-
6880 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Eastern)
(WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams for as little
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options avail. Quality materials &
professional installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home
consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN)
The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs &
financial security. Have 10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-877-229-7927 (WCAN) 
THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months! Call
920-600-8950 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)
(WCAN)
VIASAT SATELLITE INTERNET Up to
12 Mbps Plans Starting at $30/mo. Our
Fastest Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) &
Unlimited Data Plans Start at
$100/month. Call Viasat today! 1-866-
880-6125 (WCAN)
WANTED TO BUY Guns & Related
Items, 1 Gun OR Complete
collections! Also Looking for a few
items for my collection: Remington 40 X
Sporter Repeater in .22 Caliber;
Remington Varmit or Heavy Barrel in
.220 Swift or other caliber, Any Model
541 Remington's. Old Lever Guns &
Dan Wesson Pistol Pack in .357 or .22
Caliber. Please Call B.J.Keating 608-
548-4867 8am-8pm (WCAN)

4G LTE HOME INTERNET NOW
AVAILABLE! Get GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take your service with
you when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo. 855-402-5579 (WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad
Network) and/or the member
publications review ads to the best of
their ability. Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are ready to take
your money! PLEASE BE CAREFUL
ANSWERING ANY AD THAT SOUNDS
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a complaint
regarding an ad, please contact The
Department of Trade, Agriculture &
Consumer Protection 1-800-422-7128
(WCAN)

TRY A GNC CLASSIFIED!!!
Total coverage with a  combination of over 30 Publications for

$49.95!!!
This includes  Northeastern Wisconsin and Upper Michigan!!

Call 715-526-6188 to find out how easy it is to place your ad!!!
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830 E GREEN BAY ST • SHAWANO, WI

715-526-4300 • www.americanmarina.com

STORE HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 5PM  • SUNDAY 10AM - 3PM

OFFER VALID FROM

JANUARY 5, 2021 – MARCH 31, 2021
Must take delivery by May 31, 2021*
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The winter high school sports 
season has come to a close for all area 
teams, which usually means spring 
sports are on the horizon. But because 
of the pandemic altering the sports 
calendar, it will be several weeks until 
those spring sports begin, and instead 
several area teams will compete in the 
alternate fall season over the coming 
weeks.

Volleyball teams from Gresham, 
Bowler, Tigerton and Menominee 
Indian and Menominee Indian’s foot-
ball team all plan to participate in the 
alternate fall season after having their 
original fall season cut short or not 
played at all.

The volleyball teams have already 
begun practicing, with games starting 
up this week.

With so many area teams being a 
part of the alternate season, schedules 
were a bit easier to put together and 
long trips were mostly avoided. While 
no schedule was the same, the teams 
are set to play around 10 matches. Af-
ter those matches, the WIAA also has 
plans to have a postseason.

Gresham, Bowler and Tigerton 
would typically be competing for a 
Central Wisconsin Conference-North 
Division title, but with other mem-
bers of the conference having already 
completed their seasons in the fall, no 
conference title will be on the line.

“The first thing that stands out 
about the opportunity to play in the 
alternate season is it is going to give 
our seniors another opportunity to 
play volleyball before graduating,” said 
Gresham coach Tim Wild. “Secondly, 
it is going to give our younger players 
an opportunity to play together and 
learn more as we move forward to 
next year. If we weren’t able to play in 
this alternate season, those younger 
players would lose that experience.”

“We are excited to get to play 
another season,” said Bowler coach 
Brad Brei. “The girls are excited to get 
to play more volleyball. As a coach all 
I can ask the girls is to play hard, have 

fun and remember it’s just a game.”
While the alternate volleyball 

season will be unlike any that came 
before, teams are still approaching it 
as if they were playing in a normal fall 
season.

Teams will continue to chase wins, 
but most importantly play hard every 
chance they get and try to have fun 
while doing it.

“We approach this alternate season 
with a peculiar excitement that is 
difficult to explain,” said Tigerton 
coach Holly Meverden. “There is no 
conference championship on the line, 
but that doesn’t mean our athletes will 
settle for anything less than their best 
efforts. There is the tournament to 
look forward to that we didn’t think 
was possible when we closed down 

our season last fall.”
For Menominee Indian’s football 

team, which starts practice on March 
8, the situation is much different.

The Eagles will play a seven-game 
schedule but have to make several 
long trips to do so, as not many area 
football teams are part of the alternate 
season. There is no postseason or 
culminating event for football.

The only team on Menominee 
Indian’s schedule that the team has 
played before is Deerfield. Arcadia, 
Kewaunee, Parkview/Albany, Princ-
eton/Montello/Green Lake, Poynette 
and Columbus round out the schedule, 
with only the game against Princeton/
Montello/Green Lake being a home 
one for the Eagles.

Coach Chris Clache says playing 

this schedule “is definitely a huge 
jump up in competition. I feel this will 
prepare us for our eventual move into 
the Northwoods Conference in the fall. 
We will definitely need to improve to 
be competitive with those teams, and 
I feel our schedule this spring will do 
just that.”

While the alternate volleyball 
season will wrap up before the start 
of spring sports practices on April 19, 
football games are scheduled through 
May 6.

Clache said the school has worked 
out a practice schedule that will allow 
athletes in football to also participate 
in their spring sports. “I feel our ath-
letes are able to handle it.”

5 area high school teams eager for  
start of alternate fall season

4 volleyball teams, 1 football team will play over next several weeks
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Bowler’s Tynea Johnson, right, reaches out to hit the ball during a match against Manawa on Sept. 24 in Bowler. The Bowler volleyball team is one of five area 
teams participating in the alternate fall season. FILE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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Bonduel High School wrestling 
head coach Chris Rank has decided 
to call it a career, retiring after 30 
years on the coaching staff.

“Coaching all these years has 
been an incredible journey for me 
and my family. I have been truly 
blessed,” said Rank.

Family helped introduce Rank 
to wrestling when he was in high 
school and kept him in the sport on 
several occasions throughout his 
coaching career.

His brother, Greg, was one of 
the individuals that talked Rank 
into trying out for wrestling in high 
school. While Rank admits football 
was his favorite sport, wrestling 
“certainly made me the person I 
am.”

Rank wrestled on the varsity 
team his final three years of high 
school, placing third at state in the 
138-pound weight class as a senior 
in 1981.

He volunteered for the wrestling 
team his first two years out of high 
school before joining the staff as 
an assistant under Dan Weidner. 
He was an assistant for three years, 
getting to coach his younger broth-
er, Kevin, over that time before 
getting a job at Pierce Manufactur-
ing and having to give up coaching 
while working second shift.

After five years, Rank was moved 
to first shift and returned to volun-
teering for three seasons.

After the 1993-94 season, Wei-
dner stepped down as coach and 
Jeff DeLorme took over. Rank be-
came an assistant under DeLorme 
and served in that position for four 
years.

“Those four years were amaz-
ing,” said Rank, who got to coach 
his youngest brother, Jeff, during 
that time. “I truly enjoyed being an 
assistant where I could drill and 
wrestle with the team to help make 
them better.”

There was a talented freshman 
class the first year of that four-
year timeframe. The team ended 
up placing second at the state 
team tournament when that class 

were juniors and then claimed the 
school’s first team title as seniors, 
which was one of Rank’s most 
memorable moments during his 
time on the coaching staff.

After the 1997-98 season, DeLo-
rme decided to step down as coach, 
leaving the future of the program in 
question.

“I enjoyed my role as an assis-
tant and had never even dreamt of 
being a head coach,” said Rank. “I 
guess God had different plans.”

After talking things over with his 
wife, Judy, Rank decided to apply 
for the vacant head coaching posi-
tion.

Rank recalled talking with ad-
ministrator Dr. Peter Behnke and 
informing him he’d be committed 
for at least seven years — to see 
his son Lucas through high school 
graduation.

“Those seven years flew by with 
some incredible team success and 
individual success,” said Rank, who 
intended to turn the reins over to 
someone else after the 2004-05 
season.

Again, family kept Rank in the 
sport.

Rank’s daughter Peri was set 
to start her freshman year of high 
school the following year and 
wanted to serve as the wrestling 
manager under her dad while hav-
ing him coach her friends. “I looked 
at Judy and said ‘I guess I’m not 
done yet,’” said Rank.

Rank’s teams continued to find 
success over those four seasons, but 
Rank continued to coach after that, 
racking up dual wins and qualify-
ing several individual wrestlers for 
state along the way.

Now after 30 total years on staff 

— seven as an assistant before the 
last 23 years as head coach — Rank 
is calling it a career.

“One thing that I am very proud 
of is that most of my staff, whether 
in high school, middle school or 
youth over the years has come 
through our program,” said Rank. 
“Also, there have been some of our 
wrestlers that get involved in help-
ing other programs. Also, year after 
year we have wrestlers coming back 
to help out on their Thanksgiving 
and Christmas breaks which is very 
nice. We stress to athletes to give 
back to the sport.”

Over his 23-year stint as head 
coach, Rank’s teams accumulated 
a dual record of 309-121-1. Sixty 
individual wrestlers qualified for 
state, with 40 of them placing in the 
top six.

Of the school’s eight individual 
state champions all-time, Rank was 
the head coach for seven of them. 
Six others placed second at state.

Rank’s teams claimed six confer-
ence titles and five regional cham-
pionships.

“A huge part of my coaching 
philosophies was confidence,” said 
Rank, who is a Class of 2012 mem-
ber of the Bonduel Hall of Fame and 
member of the 2009 wrestling Hall 
of Fame class. “I felt that was very 
important to have that confidence 
when competing. I always felt if 
you didn’t believe you could win, 
the end result probably wouldn’t 
be so good. I stressed that in life as 
well. You need to have that confi-
dence in whatever you set out to do 
in life.”

“His strongest suit over the years 
was being able to motivate anybody 
to believe that they could win,” said 
Chad Bogacz, who wrestled for, 
coached alongside and has known 
Rank for about 30 years.

“He made you believe, even 
if you weren’t as talented as the 
person you were stepping on the 
mat against, that you were going to 
come off a winner. It went from a 
kid trying to win their first match, 
to a .500 wrestler, all the way to 
trying to win a state championship.”

Rank intends to be a fan of the 
sport going forward, although he 
said he’d always be willing to give 
advice for the team’s next coach.

H I G H  S C H O O L  W R E ST L I N G

Bonduel’s Chris Rank retires from coaching
Rank served as head 
coach last 23 years

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Bonduel wrestling head coach Chris Rank, right, gives Max Sokolski a final pep talk before his first state 
match on Feb. 13 at Wausau East High School. Rank decided to retire from coaching after serving as the 
team’s head coach the past 23 seasons. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com



The Gresham High School boys 
basketball team’s valiant second-half 
comeback effort came up short in a 84-
66 Division 5 sectional final loss to the 
Green Bay N.E.W. Lutheran co-op on 
Feb. 27 in Green Bay.

Third-seeded Gresham had diffi-
culty rebounding against the top-seed-
ed Green Bay NEW Lutheran co-op, 
which used its size to its advantage. 
When Green Bay wasn’t scoring in 
the paint, it was grabbing offensive 
rebounds to get second and third 
chances at scoring on the possession.

Gresham was able to build a little 
momentum at the end of the first half 
and then put together a strong second 
half, but the team’s surge eventually 
fizzled out and the hosts were able to 
pull away.

The hosting Blazers took control 
early by scoring nine of the first 11 
points, doing most of the scoring in the 
paint.

A couple of buckets by Will Jensen 
helped Gresham cut into the deficit, 
but Green Bay then went on a 21-6 
spurt to go up 20 points, 32-12, with 
less than three-and-a-half minutes to 
play in the opening half.

“I think in the first half, we were 
kinda like a deer in the headlights 
out there,” said Gresham coach Jeff 
Zobeck.

With Green Bay on the verge of 
blowing the game wide open, Gresham 
found some much-needed answers. 
The Wildcats got three-point plays 
from Belasaire Vele and Jensen, and 
then a 3-pointer from Vele to trim the 
deficit to 15 by halftime.

After struggling against Green 

Bay’s pressure defense in the first half, 
Gresham decided to return the favor 
in the final half, using full-court pres-
sure to slow the hosts and take them 
out of rhythm. While the Blazers still 
controlled the boards, the Wildcats did 
a better job of boxing out and securing 
rebounds to turn the momentum.

The second half started with two 
Vele free throws before a bucket by 
Jake Hoffman, who missed a lot of the 
first half after picking up two fouls.

The hosts responded with a 6-0 run 
before Gresham settled in and quickly 
started erasing the 17-point deficit.

Hoffman started the run with a 
bucket before Austin Sperberg hit 
a triple. Jensen later knocked down 
two free throws and then Hoffman 
converted a three-point play. Hoffman 
hit another field goal before Jensen 
converted a shot to make it an eight-
point contest, 47-39, with still 11-and-a-
half minutes to play.

Green Bay got back to attacking 
the basket and used a 7-3 run to regain 
some control. But Gresham still had 
plenty of fight remaining.

Jensen converted a three-point play 
before making another shot less than 15 
seconds later to make it a 54-47 game 
with 9:21 to play.

Over the next few minutes, Green 
Bay was able to work back out to a 
13-point lead. Gresham’s chances of 
making a comeback then took a hit 
when Jensen had to leave the game 
with 6:53 remaining after a hard fall to 
the floor.

The Wildcats continued to battle 
though, as Sperberg hit a 3-pointer, 
Vele converted a field goal and Sper-
berg hit a free throw to make it 69-60 
with 4:40 to go.

That was as close as Gresham got 

the rest of the way, as Green Bay used 
a 6-0 run to push its lead back to 15, 
and was able to put the game away 
from there.

“They were a really fast team; they 
can shoot, drive, just an all-around 
team,” said Vele. “I think when we put 
our press on, we slowed them down 
a little bit but we just fell short. We 
didn’t have enough energy, I guess you 
could say, to come back. We got right 
there, but we couldn’t make it all the 
way back.”

While it was a tough way to end a 
special season for the Wildcats, the 
players didn’t hang their heads.

After an 8-16 season last winter, 
with a number of close losses and 
blown leads, Gresham flipped its re-
cord to 16-8 this season. The Wildcats 
fell just short of a Central Wisconsin 
Conference-North Division title.

“Definitely teamwork,” said Hoff-
man on the reason for the team’s 
improvement this season. “Teamwork 
was the main thing this year. Last year, 
we had players that would try to take 

the ball and just be solo the whole 
game. This year, we had teamwork 
going in. You could tell by the Prentice 
game (Feb. 25) — we had five players 
score over 10 points.”

Against Prentice, Gresham rolled to 
a 75-55 victory in the sectional semifi-
nal matchup.

Hoffman scored 17 points, while 
Vele and Sperberg added 15 points 
each. Jensen and Pecore each chipped 
in 10 points.

With just two seniors — Hoffman 
and Jonah Surprise — graduating from 
the team, the Wildcats will have high 
hopes heading into next season.
Gresham  21  45 — 66
GB NEW Lutheran co-op  36  48  — 84
GB NEW Lutheran co-op (82): Lucas Dhein 0-0 
15, Joseph Misovec 0-0 2, Elijah Lange 0-0 12, Elijah 
Meerstein 2-2 4, Tristan Lynch 2-5 16, Caleb Gosse 0-0 2, 
Marshal Bukowski 2-3 33.
Gresham (66): Belasaire Vele 6-7 17, Jack Haffner 0-0 3, 
Will Jensen 4-4 18, Lukas Pecore 0-0 5, Austin Sperberg 
1-2 9, Jonah Surprise 2-2 2, Jake Hoffman 1-1 12.
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Gresham’s Will Jensen, right, takes and makes a shot during the team’s Division 5 sectional final playoff game 
against the Green Bay NEW Lutheran co-op Feb. 27 in Green Bay. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

H I G H  S C H O O L  B AS K E T B A L L

Gresham boys’ rally falls short in sectional final
Wildcats unable to overcome Blazers’ size

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor
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NOTICE OF ELECTION
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF BONDUEL

APRIL 6, 2021

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at an election to be held in the School District of Bonduel 
on Tuesday, April 6, 2021, the following question will be submitted to a vote of the people:

“Shall the School District of Bonduel, Shawano County, Wisconsin be authorized to 
issue pursuant to Chapter 67 of the Wisconsin Statutes, general obligation bonds 
in an amount not to exceed $12,500,000 for the public purpose of paying the cost 
of a district-wide school facility improvement project consisting of:  renovations, 
building infrastructure, security and site improvements, including classroom and 
ADA accessibility updates and HVAC improvements, and construction of an 
addition for a gymnasium and locker room at the Junior High/High School campus; 
remodeling for a secure entrance and building infrastructure improvements at the 
Elementary School; and acquisition of furnishings, fi xtures and equipment?”

A copy of the entire text of the resolution directing submission of the question set forth 
above to the electorate and information concerning District boundaries can be obtained 
from the District Clerk at the School District offi ces located at 400 West Green Bay Street, 
Bonduel, Wisconsin.

Acceptable photo ID will be required to vote at this election.  If you do not have a 

photo ID you may obtain a free ID for voting from the Division of Motor Vehicles.

Persons with questions regarding the referendum election should contact  Joe Dawidziak, 
District Administrator.

   Done in the School District of Bonduel
   on March 5, 2021
   Greg Borowski
   District Clerk

WNAXLP

CO L L E G E  H I G H L I G H T S

R E C R E AT I O N  S CO R E B OA R D

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Rockhurst
Shawano Community High School 

graduate Averi Vomastic helped the 
Rockhurst University (Missouri) vol-
leyball team to a 2-1 record last week.

In a win over Park University 
(Missouri) on Feb. 23, Vomastic re-
corded nine attack kills, three service 
aces, a block assist and 16 digs.

Rockhurst played two matches on 
Feb. 27, topping the University of In-
dianapolis in four sets before losing 
to the University of Missouri in four 
sets. Against Indianapolis, Vomastic 
posted 16 attack kills, six digs, four 
block assists and a service ace. In the 
loss to Missouri, the Shawano grad 
tallied five digs, one block assist and 
one attack kill.

Des Moines Area
Gresham graduate Christian 

Haffner scored in double figures 
two times last week to help the Des 
Moines Area Community College 
(Iowa) men’s basketball team to a 
pair of wins.

In the team’s 75-64 victory over 
Indian Hills on Feb. 23, Haffner 
scored 15 points, grabbed three re-
bounds, blocked a shot and recorded 
a steal in 33 minutes of action.

Haffner recorded 24 points, six 
rebounds, four assists and a steal 
in an 82-72 win over Southeastern 
Community College (Iowa) on Feb. 
27. Five of his six field goals were 
3-pointers.

Bryant & Stratton
Shawano grad Bayleigh Laabs 

played in three games for the Bryant 
& Stratton College softball team on 
Feb. 20, with the team going 3-0.

Laabs had two hits and a run bat-
ted in during the team’s 17-1 win over 

Gogebic Community College (Michi-
gan). She added two more hits in a 
9-0 victory over Lake Region State 
College (North Dakota).

Laabs tallied two hits, two RBIs 
and a run in an 11-1 win over Dakota 
College at Bottineau (North Dakota). 
Laabs doubled and homered during 
the contest.

St. Norbert
Bonduel graduate Noah Beilfuss 

played in his first collegiate game for 
the St. Norbert baseball team during 
a win over Crown College (Minne-
sota) on Feb. 27.

In a 9-1 win in the team’s season 
opener, Beilfuss pitched 2/3 of an 
inning. He struck out a batter while 
facing three.

Edgewood
Gresham grad Mackenzie Hoff-

man played in four games for the 

Edgewood College softball team last 
week.

In the team’s 8-0 win over Mount 
Mary University on Feb. 26, Hoffman 
singled and drove in a run. In another 
game against Mount Mary that day, 
the Gresham grad had another single.

Saginaw Valley State
Shawano graduate Tori DePerry 

put together a pair of strong games to 
lift the Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sity (Michigan) women’s basketball 
team to two wins last week.

In a 64-48 win over Davenport 
University on Feb. 26, DePerry 
played 19 minutes and recorded 11 
points and five rebounds.

The next day, SVSU topped Dav-
enport 56-49, with DePerry scoring 
19 points in 25 minutes of play. She 
also had nine rebounds, two assists 
and a steal.

BOWLING
Lakeshore Lanes — Guys and Dolls
Team   W  L
Happy Old Farts  119  35
9 Pin Tappers  99  55
Slingers   96 1/2  57 1/2
Good Times  85  69
A Team   80  74
The Aces   78  76
4 Masked Bowlers  68 1/2  85 1/2
Hilly’s Helpers  66  88
SSI’s   62  92
High individual games (women): Gail Moesch 
178, Patricia Nathan 178, Judy Mlsna 172.
High individual games (men): Terry Tonn 257, 
Clark Radatz 232, Clark Radatz 223, Jim Schwaller 
212, Chuck Robley 206, Dave Thibodeau 205, John 
Campbell 201.
High individual series (men): Clark Radatz 633.
Lakeshore Lanes — Tuesday Afternoon Ladies
Team   W  L
Mike’s Plumbing  30  14
Lake Drive Solutions  26 1/2  17 1/2
Mike’s Girls  25  19
Tim’s Harvest Queens  24  20
Spinning Wheel  21 1/2  22 1/2
Lisa’s Floral  19  25
Boettcher Tax Service  19  25
Lakeshore Lanes  11  33
High individual games: Connie Babino 200, 
Sandy Engel 191, Penny Heimerman 191, Jill 
Grosskruetz 178, Judy Reisner 176, Hilda Schultz 

176, Shirley Rank 175.
High individual series: Penny Heimerman 514, 
Connie Babino 501, Terri Robley 475, Sandy Engel 
470.
Friday Night Him and Hers
Team   W  L
Lunds Corner Bar  24  11
Water Buffaloes  24  11
Buss Automotive  23  12
Gingerly   21  14
The Farmers  21  14
MW Auto Body  19  9
Brothers Pub  18  17
CDH   15  20
Keglers   14  21
Brothers Pub Too  13  22
Humana   12  23
Just 4 Fun   6  29
High individual scratch games (top 7): Jesse 
Metoxen 279, Kyle VanDerLinden 273, Daniel Poels 
247, Mary Metoxen 241, Kevin Zuleger 238, Bobby 
Reiter Jr. 238, Bob Reiter Sr. 224, Mike Cavanaugh 
224.
High individual scratch series (top 7): Kevin 
Zuleger 698, Daniel Poels 688, Mary Metoxen 
686, Bobby Reiter Jr. 669, Kyle VanDerLinden 646, 
Jesse Metoxen 630, Mike Cavanaugh 622.
Lakeshore Lanes — Lakeshore Masters
Team   W  L
Meyer Insurance  45  19
Lakeshore Lanes  45  19
Golfside   41 1/2  22 1/2

Dearco Distributors  39 1/2  24 1/2
Brother’s   38 1/2  25 1/2
Launching Pad  35  29
Full Service Tents  34  30
Torborg   31  33
Pin Pricks   22  42
Shawano Auto Sales  21  43
Farmall Fanatics  18 1/2  45 1/2
Curb Impressions  13  51
High team scratch games (top 3): Golfside 705, 
Meyer Insurance 705, Lakeshore Lanes 699.

High individual scratch games (top 7): Mike 
Cavanaugh 278, Mark Cornish 267, Scott Pederson 
267, Randy Umentum 267, John Campbell 256, Bill 
Meyer 249, Brad Weisnicht 248.
High team scratch series (top 3): Meyer 
Insurance 1,992, Full Service Tents 1,908, Dearco 
Distributors 1,906.
High individual scratch series (top 7): Randy 
Umentum 726, Mike Cavanaugh 708, Scott 
Pederson 706, Brad Weisnicht 699, Ed Brusky 697, 
Mark Cornish 678, John Campbell 658.

Visit us online at  
www.newmedia-wi.com
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The City of Marion is currently seeking proposals from qualifi ed legal institutions 
interested in providing comprehensive legal services.  The primary objective of 
requesting qualifi cations is for the City to determine which legal fi rm/individual 
can offer the highest quality of service at the most reasonable cost.

Written proposals will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on March 23, 2021. Please 
contact Mary S. Rogers, City Clerk-Treasurer at (715)754-2124 or mrogers@
cityofmarionwi.gov to obtain the required Proposal information. Responses 
should address all of the items listed in the detailed request for proposal.

The City of Marion reserves the right to reject any or all proposals, to waive 
formalities and to select the individual or fi rm which, in the City’s sole judgment, 
can best perform the scope of services required.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
CITY ATTORNEY SERVICES

VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT
Absentee ballot requests for the April 6, 2021 Spring Election

Any qualifi ed elector who is unable or unwilling to appear at the polling place on Election Day may request to vote an absentee ballot.  A qualifi ed elector is any U.S. citizen, who will be 18 
years of age or older on Election Day, who has resided in the ward or municipality where he or she wishes to vote for at least 28 consecutive days before the election.  The elector must 
also be registered in order to receive an absentee ballot.  Proof of identifi cation must be provided before an absentee ballot may be issued.  

You must make a request for an absentee ballot in writing or online at MyVote.wi.gov.

Contact your municipal clerk and request that an application for an absentee ballot be sent to you for the primary or election or both.  You may also submit a written request in the form 
of a letter or you may apply for an absentee ballot online at MyVote.wi.gov.  Your written request must list your voting address within the municipality where you wish to vote, the address 
where the absentee ballot should be sent, if different, and your signature.  You may make application to your municipal clerk for an absentee ballot in person, by mail, by fax, by email or 
at MyVote.wi.gov.

Voting an absentee ballot by mail
The deadline for making application to receive an absentee ballot by mail is: 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 1, 2021 

Note: Special absentee voting application provisions apply to electors who are indefi nitely confi ned to home or a care facility, in the military, hospitalized, or serving as a sequestered juror.  
If this applies to you, contact the municipal clerk regarding deadlines for requesting and submitting an absentee ballot.

Voting an absentee ballot in person
You may also request and vote an absentee ballot in the clerk’s offi ce or other specifi ed location during the days and hours specifi ed for casting an absentee ballot in person. See 
following list.

** The fi rst day to vote by Absentee ballot in the municipal clerk’s offi ce is TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 2021.  
** The last day to vote by absentee ballot in the municipal clerk’s offi ce is FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021. 

Municipality Municipal Clerk Phone Number Address to Obtain Absentee Ballot Hours for In Person Absentee Voting

Tn of Angelica Connie Przybylski 920-822-8191 N3285 Co Road C Pulaski, 54162 M - F 8:00 a.m. to noon  By Appointment

Tn of Bartelme Beth Grosskopf 715-793-4491 N7525 Maple Rd Bowler, 54416 M - F 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. By Appointment

Tn of Belle Plaine Kristine Vomastic 715-524-2690 N3002 State Hwy 22 Clintonville, 54929
Tues -& Thurs 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Sat 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Tn of Green Valley Janalee Jenerou 715-745-2699 W977 Shawano Line Rd Gillett, 54124 M - F after 2:30 p.m. By Appointment

Tn of Hartland Sharon Riehl 920-619-7696 W3446 Swamp Rd Bonduel, 54107 By Appointment

Tn of Herman Lori Schmidt 715-853-6853 N7241 Lower Lake Rd Gresham, 54128 By Appointment

Tn of Lessor Katie Sprangers 920-833-1377 N662 Hill Rd Pulaski, 54162 By Appointment

Tn of Maple Grove Kathy Luebke 920-822-5414 W1236 Main Laney Dr Pulaski, 54162 By Appointment

Tn of Navarino Judy Krull 920-525-2597 N145 Lessor-Navarino Rd Shiocton, 54170 By Appointment

Tn of Red Springs Gwen Olsen 715-787-3356 W11019 W Townhall Rd Gresham, 54128 By Appointment

Tn of Richmond Rick Stadelman 715-526-6527
N5170 Co Road MM, PO Box 240
Shawano 54166

M - F 9:30 a.m. to Noon & 2:00 - 4:30 p.m.
By Appointment: M - F 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Tn of Seneca Raymond Rigsby 715-851-2251 N5866 Rock Rd Leopolis, 54948 M - F 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. By Appointment

Tn of Washington Kara Skarlupka
715-851-6592 or
715-745-4428

N6593 Lake Crest Dr Cecil, 54111 By Appointment

Tn of Waukechon Christine Prey 715-853-2344 W7005 St Johns Church Rd Clintonville, 54929 By Appointment

Tn of Wescott Angela Vreeke 715-526-9853 N5794 Old Keshena Rd PO Box 526, Shawano 54166 M - Thurs 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Vil of Bonduel Michelle Maroszek 715-758-2402 117 W Green Bay St PO Box 67, Bonduel, 54107 M - F 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Vil of Bowler Kerry Breitrick 715-851-4713 107 W Main St. PO Box 68 Bowler WI 54416 By Appointment M - F 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Vil of Cecil Teri Westerfeld 715-745-4428 111 E Hoffman St PO Box 159, Cecil, 54111 M - Thurs 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Vil of Gresham Judy Kristof
715-787-3991
715-851-0222

1126 Main Street, PO Box 50 Gresham, 54128
M/Tues/Weds – 8:00 a.m. - noon; 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 
p.m. Additional hours by appointment.

Vil of Pulaski Karen Ostrowski 920-822-5182 585 E Glenbrook Drive, PO Box 320 Pulaski, 54162
M - Thurs 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Fri 8:00 a.m.to 
Noon  By Appointment Only

C of Shawano Lesley Nemetz 715-526-6138 127 S Sawyer St. Shawano 54166 M - F 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The municipal clerk will deliver voted ballots returned on or before Election Day to the proper polling place before the polls close on April 6, 2021.  Any ballots received after the polls close 
will not be counted.  No in-person absentee voting may occur on the day before the election.

WNAXLP
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#1711
February 19 & 26, March 5, 2021

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 21PR12

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Richard G. Dillenburg
DOD November 2, 2020
1. An application for informal administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth 7/20/1938  and date of
death 11/2/2020, was domiciled in Shawano County, State of

#1712
February 19 & 26, March 5, 2021

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

Case No. 2021CV000124
Plaintiff:
Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority
201 West Washington Avenue
P.O. Box 1728
Madison, WI 53701-1728
-vs-
Defendants:
Bruce L. Olson
124 Spaulding Street, Apt. 11
Tigerton, WI 54486
Mary J. Olson
124 Spaulding Street, Apt. 11
Tigerton, WI 54486
SUMMONS
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN,
To each person named above as a defendant:
You are hereby notified that the plaintiff named above has
filed a lawsuit or other legal action against you.
Within 40 days after February 19, 2021,* (which is the first
day that this Summons was published in the newspaper) you
must respond with a written demand for a copy of the
Complaint.  The demand must be sent or delivered to the
Court, which address is:  Brown County Courthouse, 100
South Jefferson Street, P.O. Box 23600, Green Bay, WI
54305-3600, and to Bass & Moglowsky, S.C., plaintiff’s
attorneys, whose address is Bass & Moglowsky, S.C., 501
West Northshore Drive, Suite 300, Milwaukee, WI 53217.
You may have an attorney help or represent you.
If you do not demand a copy of the Complaint within 40
days, the Court may grant judgment against you for the
award of money or other legal action requested in the
Complaint, and you may lose your right to object to anything
that is or may be incorrect in the Complaint.  A judgment may
be enforced 
as provided by law.  A judgment awarding money may
become a lien against any real estate you own now or in the
future, and may also be enforced by garnishment or seizure
of property.
Dated:  February 8, 2021.
Bass & Moglowsky, S.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
P. O. Address:
501 West Northshore Drive
Suite 300
Milwaukee, WI 53217
Telephone:  414-228-6700
Steven W. Moglowsky
WI State Bar No. 1017104
Bass & Moglowsky, S.C. is a law firm / debt collector
representing a creditor in the collection of a debt that you
owe to said creditor.  We are attempting to collect such debt
and any information obtained from you will be used for that
purpose.
WNAXLP
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#1714
February 26, March 5, & 12, 2021

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 21PR09

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Harold F. Nauta
DOD November 21, 2020
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
1. An application for informal administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth April 8, 1930 and date of
death November 21, 2020, was domiciled in Shawano
County, State of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of 394
US Hwy 45, Birnamwood WI54414
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against the decedent’s
estate is May 3, 2021.

#1716
February 19 & 26, March 5, 2021

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 21PR11

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Robin Ebert
DOD 1/13/2021
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
1. An application for informal administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth 4/13/1965 and date of
death 1/13/2021, was domiciled in Shawano County, State of
Wisconsin, with a mailing address of N6136 Lake Drive,
Shawano WI 54166
3. All interested persons waived notice
4. The deadline for filing a claim against the decedent’s
estate is May 4, 2021.
5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano County Courthouse,
Shawano, Wisconsin, Room 202.
Sharon Green-Gretzinger
503 S. Main Street
Shawano, WI 54166
715-526-2401
Bar No. 1000837
WNAXLP

#1723
March 5, 2021

CITY OF SHAWANO
APPLICATIONS FOR LICENSES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following applied for a
license in the City of Shawano. The application will be acted
upon at the March 10, 2021 City of Shawano Common
Council meeting at Shawano City Hall, 127 South Sawyer
Street, Shawano, WI
Name and address of applicant:
�CLASS B� BEER LICENSE 
Alex and Andres LLC, (dba Cruise In Family Restaurant);
agent Alejandro Morales; 1045 E. Green Bay Street,
Shawano WI
Sara Hodkiewicz
Deputy Clerk 
City of Shawano
WNAXLP
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#1728
February 26 & March 5, 2021

SECTION 00 11 13
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

TOWN OF ANGELICA
N3285 COUNTY ROAD C
PULASKI, WI  54162
The Town of Angelica will receive sealed bids for the
following work:
2021 Krakow Drainage Improvements
Contract No. 6026-21-01
Bids will be received until 10:00 a.m. Local Time on
Friday, March 12, 2021.  
For this project, bids will be received and accepted via the
online electronic bid service through QuestCDN vBid Online
Bidding, only.  Paper bids will not be accepted.  To submit
a vBid online bid you must download the project bid
document file from QuestCDN, which will add you to the plan
holders list and gain you access to vBid Online Bidding.
Contact QuestCDN.com at 952-233-1632 or
info@questcdn.com for assistance in setting up a free
standard membership registration, downloading this digital
project information, and submitting your bid via the vBid
Online Bid Portal.  The online bid portal (Live Bid Schedule
Document) will be open when documents uploaded for
viewing. 
There is a non-refundable fee of $45 for a set of digital
contract documents. (This fee includes both downloading
of digital plans/specs and online bidding.)
The unconfirmed bid results will be publicly read aloud after
the bid portal closes on Friday, March 12, 2021 at 10:00
a.m. local time. Due to the Governor’s Emergency Order
#12 (Safer at Home Order Relating to COVID-19), the bid
opening will be held by teleconference.   Any interested
Contractors or members of the public that would like to
participate in the teleconference will need to call 1-414-
877-0020 and enter the code 872098 when prompted.
A pre bid meeting will not be held.
Project Description: The project includes the following in
accordance with the plans and specifications. 
-2,600 LF of 12-inch to 18-inch Street Sewer
-70 VF of Storm Manholes
-10 Storm Inlets
-Miscellaneous Ditching and Restoration

Wisconsin, with a mailing address of W9534 County Road
M, Shawano WI 54166
3. All interested persons waived notice
4. The deadline for filing a claim against the decedent’s
estate is May 5, 2021.
5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano County Courthouse,
Shawano, Wisconsin, Room 202.
J. Edison Woods, Jr.
208 W. Green Bay Strret
Shawano, WI 54166
715-526-3191
Bar No.1013125
WNAXLP

5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano County Courthouse,
Shawano, Wisconsin, Room 202.
Attorney  Michael B. Winter
835 Fifth Avenue
Antigo, WI 54409
715-623-2905
Bar No. 1025676
WNAXLP

Prospective bidders must be on the plan holders list
through QuestCDN for bids to be accepted.
Robert E. Lee & Associates, Inc., requires bidders to
prequalify 5 calendar days prior to bid opening. 
Contract documents for this project may be examined
online or downloaded at:
www.questcdn.com.
The QuestCDN eBidDoc Number for this project is:
7602381
Each bid must be accompanied by a Bid Bond or certified
check equivalent to 5% maximum proposal. If a check is
submitted, it must be received in Robert E. Lee &
Associate’s office by the posted bid date/ bid time. The
Owner reserves the right to reject any or all bids or any part
of a bid.  Further, the Owner reserves the right to waive any
informality in any bid.  The Owner reserves the right to
increase or decrease the quantity of any item or portion of
the work, or to omit portions of the work as may be deemed
necessary by the Owner; and the same shall in no way affect
or make void the contract, except that the appropriate
additions to or deductions from the contract price will be
made. 
The owner encourages DBEs including MBEs and WBEs to
submit bid proposals.  
The Bidding Documents may be examined for free at:
- QuestCDN.com or www.releeinc.com/bid list - enter
eBidDoc number 7602381
If you are interested in purchasing a paper copy, you may do
so by contacting Blue Print Service Company for paper sets
(contact Appleton 920-733-4539 or Green Bay 920-494-
4539).  Downloaded plans are not scaleable, neither the
owner nor the engineer shall be held responsible for the
scale of downloaded plans.  Only printed plans obtained
from Blue Print Service Company shall be considered to be
scaleable plans.
No Bidder may withdraw his bid within 60 days after the
actual date of the opening thereof.
The letting of the work described herein is subject to the
provisions of the Wisconsin State Statutes, in particular
62.15, 66.0901, and 66.0903. 
Richard Ferfecki, Town Chairman
Town of Angelica, WI
WNAXPL

#1729
March 5, 12, 19 & 26, 2021

Project No. 15058-000
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
BOST2 Hydroelectric LLC

NOTICE OF PRELIMINARY PERMIT APPLICATION
ACCEPTED FOR FILING AND SOLICITING COMMENTS,

MOTIONS TO INTERVENE, AND COMPETING
APPLICATIONS

(February 12, 2021)
On December 1, 2020, BOST2 Hydroelectric LLC filed an
application for a preliminary permit, pursuant to section 4(f)
of the Federal Power Act (FPA), proposing to study the
feasibility of the Shawno County Pump Storage Project to be
located near the Embarrass River and the Village of Tigerton,
in Shawano County, Wisconsin.  The sole purpose of a
preliminary permit, if issued, is to grant the permit holder
priority to file a license application during the permit term.  A
preliminary permit does not authorize the permit holder to
perform any land-disturbing activities or otherwise enter
upon lands or waters owned by others without the owners’
express permission.
The proposed project would consist of the following:  (1) a
upper circular reservoir with a surface area of 120 acres at a
maximum normal pool elevation of 967 feet to 1,017 feet
mean sea level (msl); (2) a lower 115,000-foot-long reservoir
consisting of eight concentric circular tunnels with varying
diameters of approximately 5,400 feet to 4,200 feet at a
maximum normal water surface elevation of 1,091 feet msl;
(3) a 2,800-foot-long, 16-foot-diameter steel-lined penstock;
(4) a 200-foot-long by 70-foot-wide by 130-foot-high
powerhouse containing two 333-megawatt (MW)
pump/turbines for a total project capacity of 666 MW; (5) a
240-foot-long by 50-foot-wide by 40-foot-high transformer
gallery; (6) a 200-foot-long by 200-foot-wide substation; (7) a
200 to 500-foot-long 345-kilovolt transmission line; and (7)
appurtenant facilities.  The estimated annual generation of
the Shawno Pump Storage Project would be 1,450 gigawatt-
hours.
Applicant Contact:  Mr. Douglas Spalding, c/o Nelson
Energy, 8441 Wayzata Boulevard, Suite101, Golden Valley,
MN 55426; phone: (952) 544-8133
FERC Contact:  Tyrone Williams; phone: (202) 502-6331.
Deadline for filing comments, motions to intervene,
competing applications (without notices of intent), or notices
of intent to file competing applications:  60 days from the
issuance of this notice.  Competing applications and notices
of intent must meet the requirements of 18 CFR 4.36.
The Commission strongly encourages electronic filing.
Please file comments, motions to intervene, notices of intent,
and competing applications using the Commission’s eFiling
system at http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling.asp.
Commenters can submit brief comments up to 6,000
characters, without prior registration, using the eComment

#1709
February 19 & 26, March 5, 2021

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
Case No. 21CV23

Notice and Order for Name Change Hearing
In the Matter of the Name Change of:
Heidi Lynn Clark
By (Petitioner) Heidi Lynn Clark
Notice is Given: 
A petition was filed asking to change the name of the person
listed above: 
From: Heidi Lynn Clark 
To: Heidi Lynn Martin
Birth Certificate: Heidi Lynn Martin 
It is Ordered:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit Court of Shawano
County, State of Wisconsin:
Judge�s Name: William F. Kussel Jr.
Place: Shawano Co. Courthouse Br II
Date: March 25, 2021
Time: 8:15am
WNAXLP

#1715
February 19 & 26, March 5, 2021

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
SUMMONS

Case No. 2021CV000009 
Judge Katherine Sloma 
Foreclosure of Mortgage: 30404
Plaintiff:
American Advisors Group 
3900 Capital City Blvd. 
Lansing, MI 48906
-vs-
Defendant:
Richard J. Dilabio 
108 E Park Street 
Bonduel, WI 54107
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN,
To each person named above as a defendant:
You are hereby notified that the plaintiff named above has
filed a lawsuit or other legal action against you.
Within 40 days, after February 19, 2021, (which is the first
day that this Summons was published) you must respond
with a written demand for a copy of the Complaint. The
demand must be sent or delivered to the Court, which
address is: Shawano County Courthouse 311 N Main Street,
Shawano, WI 54166-2198, and to Codilis, Moody & Circelli,
P.C., plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 15W030 North
Frontage Road, Suite 200, Burr Ridge, IL 60527. You may
have an attorney help or represent you.
If you do not demand a copy of the complaint within 40 days,
the Court may grant judgment against you for the award of
money or other legal action requested in the Complaint, and
you may lose your right to object to anything that is or may
be incorrect in the Complaint. A judgment may be enforced
as provided by law. A judgment awarding money may
become a lien against any real estate you own now or in the
future and may also be enforced by garnishment or seizure
of property.
Dated: February 9, 2021.
Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C. 
15W030 North Frontage Road, Suite 200
Burr Ridge, IL 60527 
(414) 775-7700
pleadings@il.cslegal.com 
50-20-01146 
NOTE: This law firm is a debt collector.
Codilis, Moody & Circelli, P.C. 
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Electronically signed by
Shawn R. Hillmann 
WI State Bar No. 1037005
Emily Thoms 
WI State Bar No. 1075844
WNAXLP
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Request for Proposals 

Bay Area Workforce Development Board Inc. (BAWDB) (a public nonprofi t), in coordination 

with the Wisconsin Workforce Development Association, is seeking proposals for the Youth 

and Young Adult Career Pathway Development Program Services for the next 3 years. 

Proposal documents are available on the BAWDB website at: www.bayareawdb.org

Proposals will be accepted until April 16, 2021 no later than 12:30 CST.

Send electronic copy to: vpatterson@bayareawdb.org

WNAXLP

Church offering soup to go on March 7
Zion Lutheran Church in Embarrass 

will be offering soup to go on March 7 
for anyone who is hungry.

Pickup will be available from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. by driving up to the church, 
118 Church St., Embarrass. The cost is 
$8 per quart, and the church is offering 
chicken noodle soup and pea soup. 

Chili will also be available.
The soup pickup is taking the place 

of a sit-down soup dinner that Zion 
usually offers, and the proceeds from 
the event will cover the costs of the 
church’s youth camps.

For information or to place an 
order, call 715-823-3889.

Sacred Heart Catholic School student Jemma Kaquatosh receives her ashes from Deacon Jim Lonick 
during the annual Ash Wednesday Mass on Feb. 17 at the school. Due to COVID-19 and the additional 
safety precautions put in place, this year the traditional cross of ashes on the forehead was replaced 
with a sprinkling of ashes on the top of the head. CONTRIBUTED

Shift in Ash Wednesday rituals
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Volunteers feed ‘fish sticks’ to White Clay Lake
Log structures benefit 

fish, turtles, birds, frogs
By DAVID WILHELMS

Reporter

The ultimate goal was better 
fishing on White Clay Lake, but the 
discussion on Feb. 26 among nine 
volunteers was about “fish sticks” — 
not about the right lure for the right 
time of day.

It was more on the order of, “Did 
you bring a come-along?”

“Naw. But I’m pretty sure Jack has 
one in his truck.” A come-along, by 
the way, is a hand-operated winch 
with a ratchet used to pull objects.

Jack Schneider, Cecil, did indeed 
have the tool. A few trips off the lake 
back to volunteers’ garages and shops 
eventually produced the neces-
sary ingredients for the “fish sticks” 
construction, including a generator, a 
ladder, a grinder for cutting cable, a 
maul, U-bolts and a drill for tighten-
ing them.

The “fish sticks,” or log structures, 
create habitats where small fish can 
find cover and grow, in turn attract-
ing larger fish to the area. Emily 
Henrigillis, watershed coordinator for 
Connecting Our Waters, said the fish 
sticks also attract turtles, ducks, song-
birds and frogs. “Everything benefits.”

In many other lakes, shoreline 
trees naturally fall into the water, 

creating the desired habitat. White 
Clay Lake does not have the quan-
tity or size of trees along its shore to 
provide the habitat.

The project was put off from last 
winter due to poor ice conditions. 
A $25,000 grant from the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 

Healthy Lakes and Rivers program 
provided the financial support. The 
grant’s size was due to the multiple 
property owners potentially benefit-
ing from the “fish stick” installation, 
according to the DNR’s website.

The volunteers started by felling 
trees, 45 to 60 feet tall, on nearby 

properties. The impromptu logging 
operation had the added benefit of 
removing some hazardous condi-
tions, like a big cedar leaning over 
Lodge Road near the White Clay Lake 
Lodge, they noted.

Pickup trucks then hauled the logs 
to various sites along the southeast 
shore, where they were assembled 
into bundles of five. The logs were 
cabled together and anchored to a 
solid bottom layer.

That wasn’t always easy to reach, 
due to the lake’s signature thick clay 
layer on the bottom, and required 
holding the anchors down via a stout 
metal pole. Jeff Simon, Bonduel, then 
climbed up a ladder on a carefully po-
sitioned pickup truck to provide the 
vigorous pounding needed to reach 
the required depth.

When the ice melts this spring, 
the “fish sticks” will settle down into 
the water, enhancing the populations 
of northern pike, largemouth bass, 
perch and walleye in the 236-acre 
body of water. Improving the walleye 
fishery — not just in White Clay 
Lake, but also in surrounding waters 
— has been a priority of the White 
Clay Lake Sportsmen Club for many 
years.

Connecting Our Waters, along 
with the White Clay Lake Protection 
and Rehabilitation District, White 
Clay Lake Sportsmen Club, the DNR 
and Crappie Junction, cooperated to 
make the fish sticks project happen.

Lucas Capelle, Bonduel, directs a pickup truck driven by Don Radloff, Cecil, where to drag a log to be added to one of the “fish stick” bundles on White Clay Lake on Feb. 26. The pair were among a group of vol-
unteers who assembled the fish habitat-enhancing “fish sticks.” The structures were cabled together and then anchored to the bottom. DAVID WILHELMS | NEW MEDIA

Jeff Simon, left, Bonduel, tightens a bolt holding a group of logs called “fish sticks” while Don Radloff, 
Cecil, holds the cable steady. Lucas Capelle, Bonduel, takes up the slack in the cable on Feb. 26 on White 
Clay Lake. Securely holding the bundles of five logs together is part of building the fish enhancement 
structures. Nine volunteers built the “fish sticks” as part of a $25,000 grant to improve fishing on the 
body of water east of Cecil. DAVID WILHELMS | NEW MEDIA
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