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Downtown Shawano merchants have plenty of holiday deals for gift giving this Christmas season.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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PACKERS VS. RAMSGREEN GOLDEXPRESS&

THE OFFENSE 

HAS STILL GOT IT

Rodgers, Packers’ offense  

finds life vs. Vikings
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Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers looks on during the team’s game against the Minnesota Vikings on Nov. 21 in Minneapolis. 
GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Follow along as local 
business owners compete to 

“Beat The Expert”
BEAT

The
Expert

Appearing Every Friday!
in the Shawano Leader, Oconto County Times Herald, 
and the Wittenberg Enterprise and Birnamwood News.

NEW MEDIA INC.

NEW
 THIS YEAR!Green & Gold Express will be available on newmedia-wi.com



(StatePoint) Are you hosting 
a holiday party and looking for a 
simple way to impress your guests?

The Texas Roadhouse Butcher 
Shop is sharing steps for building 
an eye-catching and mouth-water-
ing charcuterie board that will add 
color, flavor and variety to your 
holiday table.

1. Grab a platter or surface to 
display your charcuterie. Anything 
will work, even a simple cutting 
board. Just be sure to choose a size 
that you can fill completely.

2. Use dishes or ramekins of 
mismatched sizes, shapes and col-
ors to hold dressings, toppings and 
sauces. This will keep your board 
clean and add fun visual details to 
the display.

3. Include two to four cheeses of 
contrasting flavors and textures to 
please all palates, and to comple-
ment other elements of the board. 
The varieties you select should 
represent these basic categories: 
hard cheese, (such as Chardon-
nay Bellavitano) soft cheese, (such 
as brie) and blue cheese (such as 
French Roquefort).

4. While a traditional charcuterie 

board typically sticks with cured 
meats, the holiday season is the 
perfect occasion for adding depth 
and richness to your feast with 
grilled meats, such as filet, sliced 
into strips. Whether you are fir-
ing up the grill or preparing on a 
cooktop, allow any cooked meats 
to rest well before adding them to 
your board.

5. No charcuterie board is 
complete without some crunch. 
Add two to three options like pita 

crackers, crusty breads or toasted 
baguettes that will stand up to the 
weight of your meats and cheeses.

6. Now, add some brightness 
and sweetness to your board. Fresh 
fruits like blueberries, strawberries 
and green grapes, and preserves 
such as peach pepper jam, will 
add contrast to rich, salty meats 
and cheeses. Don’t forget seasonal 
sweets and treats like soft pep-
permints, peanut brittle, chocolate 
dipped pretzels and candied nuts.

7. You’ll want your charcuterie 
board to look as if it’s overflowing. 
So, as you’re building it out, start 
with the largest elements like the 
cheeses and meats first, followed 
by smaller items like crackers, 
fresh produce and sweets. Fill in 
any holes with sprigs of aromatic 
rosemary for trimming, along with 
additional portions of the smaller 
items. The various elements of the 
board should pair well together, so 
it’s OK if they touch.
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Buy $40 in Gift Cards, Get a 

How to create the perfect charcuterie board for your holiday party

More holiday hosting tips are available at trbutch-
ershop.com. � STATEPOINT
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we’re not
“the media.” 

There’s a lot of talk about “the media,” the talking
heads on cable TV who pander to political views for profit.

That’s not the news, and it’s certainly not this newspaper.  
Our goal every day is to fully and fairly report the news about 
this vibrant community and the people who live here.

That’s at the heart of American newspapering—preparing 
timely and insightful reports about what matters most, 
prepared by hometown journalists who love this town and care 
about its future.

That’s our pledge and our purpose.
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(StatePoint) Holiday shopping 
for families with children? Check 
out these five totally screen-free gift 
ideas that are sure brighten the sea-
son by getting families to spend some 
much-needed quality time together.

1. Upgraded outdoor games: Give 
outdoor play an upgrade with KidiGo 
NexTag from VTech, designed for 
ages 5 and up. Way more than just tag, 
it’s a high-tech spin on 20 different 
backyard games including capture 
the flag, freeze tag and hide-and-seek. 
To play, all you need are the four in-
cluded electronic units and adjustable 
arm bands. A friendly voice explains 
the quick and easy-to-learn rules and 
no referee is required — the game lets 
you know who got tagged, who’s safe 
and who’s it. With single- and multi-
player options, the whole family can 
get in on the fun, especially when you 
combine two systems. Play indoors 
or out with a 135-foot range between 
units. All you have to do is press the 
big button and tag, you’re it!

2. Kitchen assistance: Introduce 
adults and kids alike to the fundamen-
tals of baking with a family-friendly 
baking kit subscription. Each month, 
a new kit is mailed to your recipients’ 
home with recipes, activity booklets 

and all the ingredients needed to cre-
ate something delicious.

3. Swim time: The weather may 
be frightful, but that’s no reason why 
families can’t enjoy a delightful day 
at the pool. Consider gifting your 
favorite family with a day pass to an 
indoor aquatic center or water park. 
For families with young children, 
look for a facility that offers splash 
pads and swim lessons. For those 
with older kids who are already pro-
ficient swimmers, check for ameni-
ties like water slides and wave pools. 
Want to take it a step further? Sign 
your recipients up for an indoor pool 
membership until summer returns.

4. Inspiration: Give families all the 
ideas and inspiration they need to beat 
boredom, create new traditions and 
make memories with “The Adventure 
Challenge: Family Edition.” This journal 
offers 50 adventures in different catego-
ries, along with space to share thoughts 
and photos about each experience.

5. Board — not bored: Encour-
age some good old-fashioned family 
fun with board games. From chess 
and checkers to modern classics to 
the latest trendy games, this is a gift 
option that’s sure to engage family 
members of all ages.

Screen-free holiday gift ideas for families
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