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Gallagher 
won’t seek 
re-election 
to Congress

Local GOP leaders in 
wait-and-see pattern 

regarding next candidate
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

U.S. Rep. Mike Gallagher’s announce-
ment that he won’t seek another term in 
Congress is opening the way for a new 
face in Washington, and local GOP lead-
ers are optimistic it will be a Republican 
again.

Richard Kucksdorf, Shawano County 
Republican Party chairman, said the the 
party is expected to have a rigorous vet-
ting process.

“First, we’ll want to know if the candi-
date lives in the district,” he said. “Then, 

we’ll ask how long they’ve 
lived here. If they just 
moved here as a carpet-
bagger, how well can they 
represent the 8th Dis-
trict?”

That may have been 
an early critique of 
potential candidate Alex 
Bruesewitz, a supporter 

of former President Donald Trump and a 
GOP consultant. Bruesewitz is a former 
Wisconsin resident now living in Florida.

It was also an acknowledgement of 
the mistakes the party made in 2022 after 
Rep. Peter Schmidt won the Republican 
primary for the Wisconsin Assembly.

After the primary, it was revealed 
Schmidt had previously been charged 
with a felony but later convicted of mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct. As a result, 
the local party withdrew its support of 
Schmidt. He was also censured by the 
county party and prohibited from partici-
pating county GOP activities.

At that time, Kucksdorf said the Sha-
wano County GOP failed to vet the six 
candidates before the primary.

Gallagher announced Feb. 10 he would 
not seek a fifth term in Congress.

“Eight years ago, when I first ran for 
Congress, I promised to treat my time in 
office as a high-intensity deployment,” he 
said. “Through my bipartisan work on the 
Armed Services and Intelligence Commit-

MIKE GALLAGHER

A coon hound, later named Atley at the Shawano County Humane Society, was found on the side of a road Feb. 9, apparently left to die after suffering what appear to be gun-
shots to the face. After surgery to repair her broken jaw, the dog is recovering in foster care.� CONTRIBUTED

Dog with broken jaw 
recovering in foster care
Medical costs top $11,000; donations sought for humane society

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

Donations are rolling in to the Shawa-
no County Humane Society to help cover 
the medical expenses of a dog allegedly 
shot in the face and left to die on the side 
of a road.

On Feb. 9, Allena Muth found the 
wounded animal near Olson Road and 
County Road C east of Cecil. She brought 
the dog to the humane society and then 
filed a police report with local authorities.

“I wish I could’ve done more and kept 
her myself; she is the sweetest thing, even 
in so much pain,” Muth wrote in a social 
media post. “Spread the word help me 
find the person who shot this poor girl 
and just left her on my road. You didn’t 
kill her just so you know, went in her nose 

and out her neck.”
From Shawano, the female coon hound 

was taken to Clintonville Hometown Vet-
erinary Service. X-rays showed a broken 
jaw and four entry/exit wounds. If the 
wounds are from a gun, it was most likely 
from a .22 caliber gun or smaller.

Atley, as the dog has become known, is 
estimated to be about 2 years old. She had 
surgery on her broken jaw Feb. 13 at Blue 
Pearl Animal Hospital in Appleton. Atley 
was placed in a foster home to complete 
her recovery but was returned to the 
hospital the next day after a setback. She 
continues to be monitored.

“The support has been very heart-
warming,” said Pam Nowak, executive 
director of the humane society. “Individu-
als and businesses have offered assistance 
and donations. It’s also helped raise 

awareness of the shelter.”
An area woman who wants to remain 

anonymous has started to gather funds for 
a reward leading to the arrest and convic-
tion of the person or persons responsible 
for the dog’s injuries.

Nowak said medical costs for Atley are 
now more than $11,000.

Shawano’s animal shelter is funded 
solely by donations; it does not receive 
any government funding.

Considered a no-kill shelter, animals 
are only euthanized under the most ex-
treme circumstances, and then only at the 
recommendation of a vet.

Nowak said the shelter is usually full 
with a waiting list of people who want to 
surrender their pets.
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“Just today (Feb. 14), 
someone found eight pup-
pies and brought them in. 
Two were immediately 
taken to the vet, and we 
found homes for the other 
six,” Nowak said.

The shelter has a capac-
ity for 22 dogs and upwards 
of 70 cats.

“We will do everything 

we can to help,” she said.
When animals without 

a home are taken in, photos 
and information about the 
animal is posted on the 
humane society’s Facebook 
page.

“If they are going to 
be reclaimed, it’s usually 
within 48 hours,” Nowak 
said. “Our goal is to have 

the animal reclaimed by its 
owner or adopted by some-
one else within 14 days.”

Animals brought to the 
shelter are spayed, neu-
tered, microchipped and 
vaccinated.

“Those costs add up, so 
we end up losing money on 
each adoption,” she said.

Donations can be mailed 

in or dropped off at the 
humane society at 1290 Jay-
cee Court, Shawano. Office 
hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 
9 a.m. to noon Saturday.

Donations can also be 
made through the humane 
society’s website at www.
shawanohumanesociety.
com.

mittees, chairing the Cy-
berspace Solarium Com-
mission and chairing the 
Select Committee on the 
Chinese Communist Party, 
we’ve accomplished more 
on this deployment than I 
could have ever imagined.

“But the Framers in-
tended citizens to serve in 
Congress for a season and 
then return to their private 
lives. Electoral politics was 
never supposed to be a 
career and, trust me, Con-
gress is no place to grow 
old. And so, with a heavy 
heart, I have decided not 
to run for re-election.”

Kucksdorf said Gallagh-
er often partnered with a 
Democrat to bring forward 
bills regarding term limits. 
However, former Speaker 
of the House Nancy Pelosi 
would turn the Democrats’ 
vision, he said, and he 
or she would back down 
before the matter came 
up for a vote, so it never 
worked out.

“I know his wife (Anne) 
is not a fan of the politi-
cal life,” Kucksdorf said. 
“He wants a civilian job. 
Washington, D.C., is very 
intoxicating. When he was 
named chair of the Com-
mittee on the Chinese 
Communist Party, they 
dangled other committee 
chairmanships in front of 
him, then told him just a 
few more terms and then 
it’s the Senate. After that, 
it’s the presidency.”

Kucksdorf also re-
lated that Gallagher had 
recently been receiving 
death threats. He also 
was victim of swatting, in 
which someone had called 
Brown County authorities 
and told them Gallagher 
was dead and his wife and 
children were being held 
as hostages. A SWAT team 
was called to Gallagher’s 
home that night, Kucksdorf 
said.

“I think that was the 
straw that broke the 
camel’s back,” Kucksdorf 
said.

However, even before 
Gallagher’s announce-
ment, Ken Sikora, Oconto 
County Republican Party 
chairman, was urging party 
leaders to consider an 
alternative in the 2024 
election cycle.

Gallagher was one of 
a handful of Republicans 
who voted with Demo-
crats against impeaching 
Department of Home-
land Security Secretary 
Alejandro Mayorkas for 
not stemming the flow of 
immigrants on the nation’s 
southern border.

Sikora, in a letter to 
GOP county chairman in 

the 8th District, said Gal-
lagher was expected to do 
the right thing, hold people 
accountable and vote for 
impeachment instead of 
giving lip service.

“I believe it is time that 
we start seriously consid-
ering Gallagher alterna-
tives,” he wrote.

Sikora said Bruesewitz 
would have his support if 
he opted to run and invited 
Bruesewitz to address the 
county GOP.

“We are excited to 
welcome him to Oconto 
County and North East 
Wisconsin to help pro-
mote conservatism and the 
MAGA movement,” Sikora 
wrote.

Bruesewitz was sched-
uled as the featured 
speaker at the Oconto 
County Republican Party 
2024 Caucus on Feb. 17 in 
Lena.

Bruesewitz had repeat-
edly attacked Gallagher 
on social media following 
Gallagher’s vote against 
impeaching Mayorkas 
earlier this month.

Roger Stone, a former 
Trump adviser, wrote on 
X that Bruesewitz “would 
have the full support of 
the MAGA movement” if 
he ran.

Former state Sen. Roger 
Roth, an Appleton Repub-
lican, said just hours after 
Gallagher’s announcement 
that he would run for the 
seat.

Roth served as state 
Senate president from 
2017-21 and ran for lieuten-
ant governor alongside 
GOP gubernatorial candi-
date Tim Michels in 2022.

He previously ran for 
the 8th District in 2010 but 
was defeated in the GOP 
primary by former Rep. 
Reid Ribble.

State Sen. Andre Jacque, 
a Republican from De 
Pere, is also reportedly 
considering a run.

No Democrats were 
firmly running for the seat 
before Gallagher’s an-
nouncement. However, 
former journalist Kelly Pe-
terson, Navy veteran Alicia 
Saunders, and women’s 
health Dr. Kristin Lyerly 
all expressed interest in 
running at an event held 
last month by Women Win 
Wisconsin.

Congressional candi-
dates must file their paper-
work to run in Wisconsin 
by June 1 to be on the 
ballot for the primary, set 
for Aug. 13.

Kucksdorf said he 
doesn’t intend to bring 
any undeclared candidates 
to meet with local party 
members.
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“Electoral politics was never supposed 
to be a career and, trust me, Congress is 

no place to grow old.”
MIKE GALLAGHER, U.S. Representative
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Board hires Waukesha 
County for collections

Shawano schools have $83K in outstanding debt, could reach around $100K
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

Plans to utilize a col-
lection agency to get back 
more than $80,000 in out-
standing debt from families 
drew mixed reviews from 
the Shawano School Board.

The board voted 5-3 on 
Feb. 12 to hire the Wauke-
sha County Collection 
Division to attempt to 
collect five years worth of 
food service, technology 
and other fees from fami-
lies. According to finance 
consultant Cory Kaisler, the 
district has tried and failed 
to get the families to pay the 
district back, and customers 
of a collection agency have 
a 25-50% successful collec-
tions rate.

There are no upfront 
fees to hire the collection 
agency, and it will take 
28% on any fees collected. 
About 70% of the $83,000 
in outstanding fees are 
technology fees caused 
by lost, broken or dam-
aged devices, according 
to Kaisler. Food service 
negative balances account 
for about $13,000, while the 
rest — about $10,000 — is a 
combination of athletic fees 
and uniforms, classroom 
and library book fines, dam-
age to school property and 
parking permits.

Kaisler noted there’s 
another $16,000 in fees for 
the current year that could 
be turned over to the collec-
tions agency by the end of 
the year if not paid.

He pointed out that 

the food service fees were 
halted during the pan-
demic in 2020 by the U.S. 
government covering the 
costs of school lunches for 
almost three years. The 
district stopped its prac-
tice of notifying families of 
outstanding debt during the 
pandemic, as well.

“During that time frame, 
the outstanding fees bal-
looned a little bit,” Kaisler 
said. “However, at the end 
of COVID, the U.S. govern-
ment stopped covering 
costs for food services, and 
we went back to imple-
menting the processes we 
had before.”

He said the district has 
tried mailing invoices, mak-
ing phone calls and sending 
emails to families alerting 
them that they owe the 
schools money, but it has 
not gotten the job done.

“The district decided 
we were going to look at 
other options to collect 
some of our fees,” Kaisler 
said, adding that besides the 
collection agency, district 
officials considered utilizing 
small claims court, which 
was seen as costly and 
time-consuming, as well as 
writing off the debt by using 
the district’s fund balance.

Kaisler noted the col-
lection agency has options 
the district doesn’t, such 
as garnishing tax returns, 
creating payment plans and 
garnishing pay.

“We really want to work 
with the person who owes 
us money to be able to try 
to collect without it being a 

financial hardship on them,” 
Kaisler said.

Board member David 
Cullen, who voted against 
the measure, feels the move 
is more antagonistic than 
cooperative.

“I think that would cre-
ate a lot of bad will,” Cullen 
said. “We’re talking about 
$80,000, which sounds like 
a lot of money, but in real-
ity, it’s a drop in the bucket. 
If I was a parent, and I got 
a bill for this, I would be 
ticked.”

Cullen argued that the 
food service fees might 
be hard to collect because 
people might still believe 
the government is covering 
food costs, but board mem-
ber Bobbi Lemerond coun-
tered that she received a 
notice from the district last 
year saying that the grace 
period for meal compensa-
tion was coming to an end.

Board President Mike 
Musolff said he wanted to 
foster a positive relation-
ship with parents but waiv-
ing off the debt would be 
setting a bad precedent, in 
his view.

“Next year, if people 
found out we just waived 
this debt, they’re not going 
to pay,” Musolff said. “As 
much as I’d like to say let’s 
do it, I can’t.”

Kaisler reiterated that 
most of the debt is re-
lated to tech, not food, with 
money owed for lost and 
unreturned iPads and other 
technology. He said there 
are currently 360 individu-
als with outstanding debt to 

the district, with the aver-
age debt being $254.

“As we continue to keep 
going down this road, I’m 
sorry to say I don’t see this 
going backwards,” Kaisler 
said. “Other people have 
paid their bills.”

Board member Jeana 
Winslow was another no 
vote against the collection 
agency, and she questioned 
why the fees are in place 
when families don’t have an 
opt-out for the technology.

“We require them to pay 
for them if they’re broken,” 
Winslow said. “I feel when 
we are requiring students 
to use these, I would be one 
of the parents who would 
opt out. I’ve said this from 
the beginning. It’s going to 
be money, money, money. 
We require the kids to have 
these, and stuff happens 
at school. Students are 
mean. They break other 
kids’ iPads. They take their 
charging cords. It’s not their 
fault.”

Regarding the food debt, 
Winslow recommending 
lobbying the state to cover 
food service costs fully to 
eliminate the need to charge 
families.

“I think we’re going to 
do more damage to fami-
lies,” Winslow said. “I just 
don’t think collections is the 
way to go.”

Board member Al 
Pyatskowit was the third 
vote against the collection 
agency but did not speak 
during the debate.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Kurt Krizan finalist for West De Pere superintendent
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Shawano School District 
Superintendent Kurt Krizan 
appears to be looking for 
other employment, as the 
West De Pere School Dis-
trict announced Feb. 16 that 
Krizan is one of the finalists 
for its vacant superinten-
dent position.

Krizan sent out an email 

to parents and the media 
about the upcoming refer-
endum, as well as the news 
about him being a finalist.

“As I’ve said before, my 
priorities are my family 
and my work here,” Krizan 
wrote. “As some of you 
know, I live over an hour’s 
drive from Shawano. There 
are many, many opportuni-
ties for superintendents in 

today’s job market. Only 
when my wife and I see a 
possible good fit for our 
family, do I investigate. Last 
evening, I was notified that 
I am a finalist for the School 
District of West De Pere. 
The district is publicizing 
the finalists today, and I 
want you to hear it from me 
first.”

This is the third time that 

Krizan has been a finalist for 
a superintendent position 
outside of Shawano. In 2023, 
Krizan was a finalist for the 
Menasha and Wrightstown 
school districts.

“Regardless of the 
outcome, I remain wholly 
committed to Shawano, this 
referendum, and leading 
this district effectively,” 
Krizan wrote.



FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2024  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 3

Variety of vendors populate flea market
Indoor selection 
of items range 

from Amish jam to 
1980s computers
By LYNN ZAFFRANN

Correspondent

Bad winter weather on 
Saturdays doesn’t keep 
people from attending 
Zurko’s Midwest Promo-
tions Indoor Flea Market at 
the old Shawano Commu-
nity Hall, 115 E. Division St.

The markets started 
Jan. 6 this year and will 
continue through March 
23, running from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

The popular Sunday flea 
market on the Shawano 
County Fairgrounds moved 
indoors for the winter in 
2005, according to Tim 
Zurko.

“This is our 19th year,” 
he said. “We purchased the 
building in 2005 from the 
city, renovated it, because 
we like old buildings. 
We’ve had it ever since. 
We do auctions here, as 
well.”

Admission is free and 
there is ample parking in 
the building’s lot and on 
the street. The flea mar-
ket is held on the build-
ing’s main floor, which is 
accessed by heading up a 
ramp that is decorated with 
multiple antique signs.

According to Zurko, 
there are usually about 25 
vendors for the Indoor Flea 
Market.

“Some of the vendors 
only display at this market, 
but some of them are regu-
lars at the fairgrounds,” 
Zurko said, noting that 
they draw vendors from 
Wausau, Appleton and 
Green Bay.

One vendor at the Jan. 
27 market was Travis 
Pipes, from Milwaukee.

“I wanted to come up 
and see what this is all 
about. I had a free Satur-
day, and I’m glad I came 
up. I’ve been doing this for 
about five years,” he said.

It was his first time at 
the indoor market, but he 

said that he’s displayed at 
the summer market three 
times. His wares are varied, 
with many antique and 
vintage collectibles.

“I attend a lot of rum-
mage and estate sales, it’s 
relationships and social-
networking to find things 
that I like to display and 
sell,” Pipes said.

Items for sale at the in-
door flea market are quite 
varied. They range from 
Amish jams and homemade 
wooden puzzles, to antique 
jewelry, to a new Amazon 
Alexa Dot, vintage comic 
books or an old VCR.

Gordon Fecyk, owner 
of Great White Retro, 
displays 1980s computers, 
parts and systems, items 
from his vintage computer 
museum.

“I do this only for the 
indoor market,” he said.

Fecyk buys, sells, trades 
and shows parts and sys-
tems at the market.

“A good chunk of it 
came from Tigerton, a lot 
from Green Bay, Pulaski,” 

Fecyk said. “A person just 
north of here, who was 
getting rid of her collec-
tion, had an Atari 400 that 
wasn’t working well, but I 
was able to get it fixed up. 
I’m trying to encourage 
people to dig stuff out of 
their closets and see if we 
can get it to work.”

Patricia Owen, of Sha-
wano, has run the snack 
bar at the Indoor Flea 
Market for about five years. 
Her granddaughter, Jordan 
Woltemath, helps out with 
the snack bar, while selling 
her hand-crafted jewelry at 
the flea market.

“We have donuts, cof-
fee, tea, hot chocolate,” 
Owen said. “We also 
do chips, macaroni and 
cheese and ravioli micro-
wave lunch bowls. We 
don’t have a food vendor’s 
license, so I can’t make hot 
dogs, or hamburgers. It fits 
the needs of the vendors 
and customers.”

Woltemath has been 
working at the flea market 
for about a year. She has 

her own business, JOBUGG 
Designs.

“I make and design ev-
erything that I sell,” Wolte-
math said. “I watched a 
YouTube video and got 
inspired to do this.”

Carol Fuqua sells vin-
tage jewelry, glassware, 
pottery and collectibles 
with her husband, Scott, at 
the flea market.

“It’s something to do 
in the winter. We’ve been 
doing this for about five 
years, interrupted by 
COVID,” Fuqua said. “It’s 
been a fun thing meeting 
people and getting out in 
the community. It’s fun 
selling things, wheeling 
and dealing. Prices aren’t 
set in stone.”

Fuqua said she enjoys 
the other dealers and have 
made friends with a num-
ber of them.

“There are quite a few 
husbands and wives here,” 
Fuqua said. “Some of the 
people do it year-round, 
but we just do it during the 
winter months.”

Don Adams, of Menominee, Michigan, makes a purchase from vendor Travis Pipes, Milwaukee. “I’ve been coming to 
this market, and the outdoor one, for years. My house is full of junk. I shouldn’t come. I never get out of here without 
a pocketful of things,” Adams said.� LYNN ZAFFRANN

Patricia Owen and her granddaughter, Jordan Woltemath, wait for custom-
ers at the indoor flea market snack bar, located in the Zurko Midwest Pro-
ductions building in downtown Shawano. Owen supplies customers and ven-
dors with a variety of candy, drinks and chips. Woltemath helps out behind 
the counter, while selling her own hand-crafted jewelry.� LYNN ZAFFRANN

Gordon Fecyk, right, displays his items at a recent Saturday Indoor Flea Mar-
kets in Shawano. He has been buying and selling 1980’s vintage comput-
ers, such as Commodore 16s and Apple IIc’s, since 2022. Tim Zurko, left, is 
the son of Irene and Bob Zurko, owners of Zurko Midwest Productions. Tim 
manages the Saturday flea markets, where many pieces of vintage memora-
bilia are displayed, such as a sign from Angie’s Main St. Cafe.

LYNN ZAFFRANN

Plea deal offered to Pedro Noriega-Avila
New hearing 
set for April 
to determine 
if trial needed

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

A plea offer is in the 
hands of attorneys repre-
senting Pedro Noriega-
Avila, they told Shawano-
Menominee County 
Circuit Court Judge Wil-
liam Kussel Jr. on Feb. 14, 
but they need some time 

to decide 
whether to 
accept it or 
proceed to 
trial.

Kussel 
granted the 
request and 
set a new 
hearing for 

3 p.m. April 10 in Branch 
II in the Shawano County 
Courthouse, where it’s 
expected there will either 
be a plea, or arrangements 
will be made to set a new 
trial date.

Noriega-Avila was 
originally scheduled to 
stand trial in August 2023 
on one count of sexual 

assault of a child under age 
13, two counts of sexual 
assault of a child and two 
counts of incest with a 
child by stepparent. The 
trial was halted after his 
attorney at the time, Sara 
Stertz, stepped down due 
to being in the late stages 
of pregnancy and disagree-
ment with her client on 
defense strategies.

Since then, Noriega-
Avila had been without 
representation. Court 
records show James 
Scoenecker was appointed 
Jan. 4 to represent the 
defendant, and Joe Furns-
tahl was also appointed on 
Feb. 1.

The criminal complaint 
states that Noriega-Avila 
allegedly went into his 
stepdaughter’s room be-
tween September 2009 and 
June 2010 and assaulted 
her. It goes on to say that 
additional incidents oc-
curred in 2014 and 2015. 
Noriega-Avila married the 
victim’s mother on July 9, 
2010.

Noriega-Avila initially 
appeared before Kussel on 
June 10, 2016, and subse-
quently posted a $5,000 
cash bond. Noriega-Avila 
was then ordered to appear 
on June 20, 2016, but he did 
not show up, and a warrant 
was issued for his arrest.

Noriega-Avila faces 
a maximum of 40 years 
in prison and $100,000 
fine for each of the incest 
counts and the latter two 
sexual assault counts. For 
the child sexual assault 
in 2010, he faces up to 60 
years in prison.

Noriega-Avila was 
missing from the court 
for almost five years until 
his arrest in Arizona in 
2021. Law enforcement 
responded to a U.S. Border 
Patrol station on March 13, 
2021, regarding the warrant 
issued by the Shawano-
Menominee County 
Circuit Court for Noriega-
Avila, and the defendant 

was already in custody 
when officers arrived.

In April 2021, extradi-
tion documents were 
issued by the county for 
Noriega-Avila, who was 
brought back to Shawano 
County in July 2021.

Noriega-Avila re-
mains in the Shawano 
County Jail on a $500,000 
cash bond. He has been 
incarcerated for over two 
years, mainly because of 
the difficulty in finding 
an attorney the first time 
around. It took until late 
2022 before Stertz was 
found to handle the case.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

PEDRO 
NORIEGA-AVILA
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WRLHS gets grant to educate about opioids
Principal to 

present workshop 
on information, 

alternatives
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

Wolf River Lutheran 
High School is sounding 
the alarm about the opioid 
crisis and how, even in 
Shawano County, the drug 
problem has taken hold.

The school recently re-
ceived a $5,000 grant from 
the Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction to 
educate students and the 
community about drugs 

in general 
with an 
emphasis 
on opioids. 
Principal 
Shellie 
Kosmer-
chock 
recently 
went 

through an eight-hour 
training session to learn 
the latest on opioids, signs 
that teens are using them 
and what parents and oth-
ers can do if they sense 
someone is on opioids.

Kosmerchock is holding 
three in-school workshops 
in February. One addresses 
opioids, the second con-
cerns marijuana and the 
third discusses vaping.

“With our kids, they 
have to take a pre-test, a 
post-test, and then they 
have to create a wellness 
plan,” Kosmerchock said.

Kosmerchock will 
also be leading a commu-
nity workshop from 9-11 
a.m. March 2 at WRLHS, 
W7467 River Bend Road, 
Shawano, to discuss opi-
oids in a format geared to 
parents. She noted that the 
workshop is not restricted 
to families with students 
at her school but is open 
to the entire community, 
for anyone who wants to 
listen.

“The rationale is to 
make parents aware,” Kos-
merchock said to explain 
why she applied for the 

DPI grant. “This informa-
tion is from the Prevention 
Plus Wellness program.”

Kosmerchock said 
the information will help 
parents ensure their teens 
are leading “a healthy life.” 
She noted that the school 
has not dealt with any opi-
oid problems on campus 
so far, but that the students 
are dealing a lot with anxi-
ety and depression, both of 
which can lead people to 
turn to drugs for a solu-
tion.

“It leads them to do 
unhealthy things in their 
lives,” Kosmerchock said. 
“The program here gives 
them tools, and for the 
parents, it’s to promote 
healthiness in their stu-

dents so they’ll be able to 
see signs.”

Kosmerchock said 
many parents are unaware 
of the dangers of opioids. 
She noted there’s plenty of 
education out there about 
hard drugs, but opioids 
tend to be more insidious.

“A lot of it is the pre-
scription drugs,” Kosmer-
chock said. “It’s not even 
so much the heroin or the 
oxy(codone) on the street 
or whatever. It’s from their 
friends.”

The benefit of Preven-
tion Plus Wellness is that 
it doesn’t just preach that 
drugs are bad. Kosmerchock 
said it also provides healthy 
alternatives to dealing with 
anxiety and depression.

The community work-
shop is expected to talk 
about the benefits of a 
healthy lifestyle, survey 
parents on their knowl-
edge about opioids, give 
positive messages that 
can be passed on to teens, 
symptoms of drug abuse 
and tips on what to do if 
someone overdoses on 
opioids.

“This is to give them 
resources that they’ll 
be able to learn from,” 
Kosmerchock said. “There 
isn’t as much opioid use 
or deaths in our areas as 
there are in other areas, 
but it’s still there. It’s still 
happening.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

SHELLIE 
KOSMERCHOCK

Now’s the time to consider flood insurance
Official suggests 
not waiting until 

waters begin to rise
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

One inch of water can 
lead to thousands of dollars 
in damage to a home or 
business, so local and state 
officials encourage own-
ers and renters to consider 
flood insurances.

Most homeowners and 
renters insurance policies 
do not cover flood dam-
age, and on average, 40% 
of National Flood Insur-
ance Program (NFIP) flood 
insurance claims occur out-
side of high-risk flood areas. 
With increasing annual 
precipitation in Wisconsin, 
flood insurance is a tool 
to help prevent financial 
vulnerability.

Federal flood insurance 
is available to residents 
through the National Flood 
Insurance Program if the 
local community is a mem-
ber of the National Flood 
Insurance Program.

Flood insurance cover-
age includes buildings and 
possessions for residential 
and commercial customers.

It covers many direct 
losses from a flood, includ-
ing foundations, basements 

and crawl spaces, appli-
ances, debris removal, walls 
and flooring, electrical, 
plumbing and HVAC sys-
tems, furnaces and water 
heaters, and more.

Insurance can be 
purchased through the 
NFIP to cover agricultural 
structures but not crops or 
livestock.

According to the DNR, 
here are a few things to 
consider when contemplat-
ing whether to purchase 
flood insurance.

• Since October 2016, 20 

of 72 counties in Wiscon-
sin have received federal 
disaster declarations due to 
flooding.

• A 1% chance flood (or 
100-year event) can happen 
four or more times during a 
30-year mortgage.

• In Wisconsin, annual 
average precipitation rose 
by about 3.1 inches between 
1950 and 2006 representing 
a 10% increase.

• Over the next 50 years, 
the observed trend toward 
an increase in the annual 
amount of precipitation 

is expected to continue, 
according to the Wisconsin 
Emergency Management 
2016 Hazard Mitigation 
Plan.

Homeowners and rent-
ers are encouraged to talk 
to their local insurance 
agent or visit floodsmart.

gov to learn more.
The Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) floodplain program 
manages community enroll-
ment in the National Flood 
Insurance Program, with 
staff serving as experts on 
federal flood insurance.

“Flood insurance 
through the National Flood 
Insurance Program is one 
of the tools that builds 
flood resiliency into our 
Wisconsin communities,” 
said Sarah Rafajko, State of 
Wisconsin National Flood 
Insurance Program coor-
dinator at the DNR. “Don’t 
wait until flood waters are 
rising to explore insur-
ance.”

There is usually a 30-
day waiting period before 
National Flood Insurance 
Program policies go into 
effect, so signing up today 
ensures residents have cov-
erage in place by the time 
spring showers start to hit 
Wisconsin.

Those who own prop-
erty in Special Flood Haz-
ard Areas are required to 
purchase flood insurance if 

they have a mortgage from 
a federally regulated lender. 
Those not required to have 
the coverage should also 
consider their flood risks.

Additionally, the 
Wisconsin Office of the 
Commissioner of Insurance 
has a number of resources 
available to help consumers 
understand flood insurance 
at oci.wi.gov/flood and 
information on mitigating 
flood risk at oci.wi.gov/
disasters.

“One inch of water 
can cause up to $25,000 
in damage, so even small 
or moderate floods can be 
financially devastating if 
you don’t have the right 
insurance,” said Wisconsin 
Commissioner of Insurance 
Nathan Houdek. “Whether 
you rent or own, there is 
flood insurance coverage 
available for your needs.”

Learn more about flood-
ing and flood insurance 
on the DNR’s floodplain 
webpage at https://dnr.
wisconsin.gov/topic/Flood-
Plains/insurance.html.

kpasson@newmedia-wi.com

Snowmelt and wet weather increase flood risk in spring, but Wisconsinites can protect themselves with flood insur-
ance.� CONTRIBUTED

Health care scholarships available
ThedaCare Medical 

Center-Shawano Auxilia-
ry will offer scholarships 
for students who are cur-
rently enrolled in a health 
care education program. 
Since 1983, the auxiliary 
has awarded more than 
$118,000 in scholarships.

The scholarship pro-
gram is designed to help 

students finance tuition 
for the final year of col-
lege or technical school. 
Students must be a high 
school graduate or a cur-
rent resident of Shawano, 
Menominee or Waupaca 
County or have a parent 
or grandparent who is 
employed by or volun-
teers with ThedaCare. 

Other criteria must also 
be met.

Application forms and 
scholarship guidelines are 
available through the Vol-
unteer Services Depart-
ment by calling 715-526-
7207 or emailing elaine.
gast@thedacare.org. The 
application deadline is 
April 15.
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Crack sealing, microsurfacing bids approved
Shawano streets expected to last longer with 2 projects

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Street projects have 
already been determined 
for the city of Shawano 
for 2024, but the Shawano 
Common Council signed 
off on spending nearly 
$100,000 to help keep the 
streets not being rehabili-
tated going for just a little 
longer.

The council approved a 
$46,810 bid from Fahrner 

Asphalt Sealers for micro-
surfacing work, the lower 
of two bids submitted. The 
council also approved a 
$49,250 bid from Asphalt 
Seal and Repair for crack 
sealing, which beat out 
three other bidders for the 
project.

Scott Kroening, public 
works director, noted that 
the two programs help to 
keep the streets going well 
beyond their typical 20-
year shelf life.

“This is probably the 
biggest bang for our buck 
to extend the lifetime of 
our streets,” Kroening 
said about the city’s crack 
sealing work. “We’ve been 
doing it for over 20 years. 
It’s always been a good 
program, I believe.”

Asphalt Seal and Repair 
has won bids the last two 
years for crack sealing, 
which prevents water 
from reaching and damag-
ing the base material of 

the streets, and Kroen-
ing said the company has 
done excellent work. The 
company’s bid helped the 
project come in just under 
the city’s $50,000 budget, 
as the other three bids shot 
well above it.

Microsurfacing on city 
streets involves putting a 
slurry coat on the roads, 
and the program was 
started by the city in 2016.

“It’s like the slurry 
coat on driveways, but 
it’s much more than that,” 
Kroening said. “This is all 

to extend the life of that 
pavement and give her 
some longevity.”

Street life is usually 20 
years, but with the two 
projects combined, Kroen-
ing said the streets can last 
another 10 years before 
complete rehabilitation is 
needed.

Kroening noted he 
likes the work Fahrner has 
done recently on Shawano 
streets, noting their project 
seems a little thicker, 
which translates to better 
patch work. Fahrner’s bid, 

though the lowest, was 
over the $45,000 budgeted 
for the program, but sav-
ings anticipated from other 
capital projects should 
compensate for the addi-
tional $1,810, according to 
Kroening.

Alderman John Hoeffs 
believes crack sealing has 
a better track record at 
extending street life.

“Crack sealing seems 
to last longer than the mi-
crosealing,” Hoeffs said.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

More cameras being purchased for Shawano schools
School board 

agrees to spend 
almost $197K to 
cover all schools

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The Shawano School 
Board voted Feb. 12 to use 
a portion of its remaining 
$1.1 million of Elementary 
and Secondary School 
Emergency Resource (ES-
SER) funds to purchase 
additional cameras to 

make sure hallways and 
classrooms are covered in 
case of hostile activity.

The school district 
will purchase the cameras 
from Wire Technologies 
in Kaukauna for Hillcrest 
Primary School, Olga Bren-
er Intermediate School 
and Shawano Community 
Middle School to the tune 
of almost $197,000. The 
district had previously 
purchased some cameras 
to the tune of $100,000 but 
quickly discovered that 
the number barely covered 
Shawano Community High 
School, according to dis-

trict technology director 
Eric Brunner. The ESSER 
funds have to be spent by 
the end of September.

“We have a need for ad-
ditional cameras through-
out our schools,” Brunner 
said.

The total number of 
cameras will be 475 among 
all four schools once 
the latest installation is 
complete. Once finished, 
there is expected to be 
complete coverage inside 
and outside of the schools, 
according to Brunner.

Board member John 
Arens made the motion to 

approve the purchase of 
the cameras, but he added 
the caveat that there needs 
to be an implementation 
plan submitted to the dis-
trict’s finance and facilities 
committee later in Febru-
ary.

“What I’m looking for 
is who’s on your project 
team, what their roles 
are, what the oversight 
in this project is, because 
we’re talking about a large 
number of cameras from 
an outside vendor,” Arens 
said. “The vendor’s going 
to have to adhere to our 
school safety plan.”

Arens added he wants 
to implementation plan 
to include all applicable 
warranties and who will 
be doing the maintenance 
on the cameras, as well as 
documentation that the 
cameras were started up 
and tested properly.

Brunner noted there’s 
a five-year warranty for 
the cameras, and there are 
some security cameras at 
the school that are still 
functioning great after 
eight years.

Board President Mike 
Musolff said he understood 
Arens’ concern, especially 

with the cameras being a 
large ticket item.

“It’s really important 
that we do it right the first 
time,” Musolff said.

Arens said the cameras 
should also help when 
crimes are committed at 
the school. He noted the 
recent theft of a catalytic 
converter from one of the 
district’s trucks. There was 
a camera there, but the 
older style made it difficult 
to make out the thief.

“The thief looked like 
Sasquatch,” Arens said.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Submissions sought for Great Waters 
Photo Contest and Writing Project

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) is accepting entries 
for the 16th annual Great 
Waters Photo Contest and 
Writing Project through 
April 1. The top photo-
graphs and writing submis-
sions will be featured in 
the DNR’s Office of Great 
Waters next calendar.

The photo contest and 
writing project highlight 
how people connect with 
and value the Great Lakes 
and Mississippi River, 
inspiring greater care for 
these vast yet vulnerable 
resources.

Eligible entries include 
photos of Lake Michigan, 
Lake Superior or the Mis-
sissippi River in Wisconsin 

and short essays, stories or 
poems around 200 words 
inspired by these waters. 
Written descriptions of 
stewardship projects or 
partnerships to help pro-
tect or restore Wisconsin’s 
Great Waters will also be 
accepted.

Pictures of all seasons 
are needed and are ac-
cepted in the following 
categories:

• People enjoying Wis-
consin’s Great Waters.

• Cultural and historical 
features.

• Natural features.
• Wildlife.
To review the photo 

contest and writing project 
rules and instructions, visit 
the DNR’s Great Waters 

Photo Contest and Writ-
ing Project webpage at 
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/
topic/GreatLakes/Contest.
html.

Email all photography 
entries to DNRGreat-
WatersPhotoContest@
wisconsin.gov and all 
writing entries to DNR-
GreatWatersWritingPro-
ject@wisconsin.gov by 
April 1. Include your name, 
address, phone number 
and email address with the 
submission.

For questions about the 
photo contest or writing 
project, contact Susan Tes-
arik, DNR Office of Great 
Waters, at Susan.Tesarik@
wisconsin.gov or 608-977-
2416.

Recognized for outstanding performance

Cleary Building Corp. branch manager Patrick Campbell, left, was recently recognized for outstanding sales perfor-
mance in 2023. He works out of the company’s Pulaski branch office. He won Cleary’s 2023 Elite Sales Specialist 
Award. The award is given to top Cleary sales performers for exhibiting a highly professional sales personality, 
energy, drive and motivation leading to dedication, leadership and excellence in all aspects of sales. His award was 
presented by Scott Goodell, region manager.� CONTRIBUTED
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
FRIDAY, FEB. 23

KESHENA: Winter Farmers 
Market, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
College of Menominee Nation 
Cultural Learning Center, N188 
State Highway 47-55. Artisan 
Native crafts, hot food, baked 
goods and more. Sponsored by the 
college’s Sustainable Development 
Institute.

KESHENA: Zumba Gold, 12:10-
12:50 p.m. Omaeqnomenewak 
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700 
Mianaceqtawak Road. Sponsored 
by the College of Menominee 
Nation and the Diabetes Prevention 
Program. Information: 715-524-
3194 or edijafra@yahoo.com.

SATURDAY, FEB. 24
SHAWANO: Zurko Indoor Flea 

Market, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Shawano 
Community Hall, 115 E. Division St.

KESHENA: Zumba Gold, 12:10-
12:50 p.m. Omaeqnomenewak 
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700 
Mianaceqtawak Road. Sponsored 

by the College of Menominee 
Nation and the Diabetes Prevention 
Program. Information: 715-524-
3194 or edijafra@yahoo.com.

CECIL: Winter Indoor Olympics, 
noon, Golden Sands Golf Course, 
300 Nabor Road. Simulator golf, 
darts, and pool. Prizes awarded 
for first through third place. 
$40 per two-person team. Meat 
raffle at noon, 50/50 raffles and 
more. Proceeds benefit Bonduel 
Independence Day celebration.

SHAWANO: Mooseyards Winter 
Bar Olympics, 2-8 p.m., Coachlight 
Bar, W5814 Lake Drive. Travel to 
different establishments and play 
different games at each place to 
compete and win prizes. Two-
person teams, $20 per team, 100% 
payout.

KESHENA: Honoring Indigenous 
Education Round Dance, 4 p.m. 
meal, 5 p.m. pipe ceremony, 6 p.m. 
round dance, Menominee Casino 
Resort, N277 State Highway 47-55. 
Spot dances and door prizes for all 
ages.

SUNDAY, FEB. 25
WITTENBERG: Suzy Bogguss 

in concert, 4 p.m., Wittenberg-
Birnamwood High School, 400 
W. Grand Ave. Doors open 
3 p.m. Ticket information at 
rubbersoulproductions.com.

MONDAY, FEB. 26
KESHENA: Running and 

walking program, 4:40-6:30 
p.m., Omaeqnomenewak 
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700 
Mianaceqtawak Road, Keshena. 
Infused water provided during the 
week, and a family snack-making 
station is provided on Saturdays. 
Information: Chelsey Latender, 715-
799-5431 or chelseyl@mtclinic.net. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 28
KESHENA: Zumba Gold, 12:10-

12:50 p.m. Omaeqnomenewak 
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700 
Mianaceqtawak Road. Sponsored 
by the College of Menominee 
Nation and the Diabetes Prevention 

Program. Information: 715-524-
3194 or edijafra@yahoo.com.

THURSDAY, FEB. 29
KESHENA: Running and 

walking program, 4:30-6:30 
p.m., Omaeqnomenewak 
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700 
Mianaceqtawak Road, Keshena. 
Infused water provided during the 
week, and a family snack-making 
station is provided on Saturdays. 
Information: Chelsey Latender, 715-
799-5431 or chelseyl@mtclinic.net. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 1
SURING: World Day of Prayer, 

10:30 a.m., Our Redeemer’s 
Lutheran Church, 11005 County 
Road M. Theme Ephesians 4:1-7. 
Light lunch to follow.

KRAKOW: Lenten fish fry, 4:30-
6:30 p.m., St. Casimir Catholic 
Church, W146 Park St. Dine in, 
carry out or delivery (within a 
short distance). $22 per meal, kids 
grilled cheese option $5. RSVP by 

texting or calling Julie at 920-676-
3320.

WITTENBERG: Murder Mystery 
Dinner Theater, doors open 5:30 
p.m., WOWSPACE, 114 Vinal 
St. $40. Advance tickets only, 
available at Wittenberg Sentry or 
by calling 715-253-3525.

SATURDAY, MARCH 2
SHAWANO: Zurko Indoor Flea 

Market, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Shawano 
Community Hall, 115 E. Division St.

TOWN OF RICHMOND: Maple 
Syrup Hike, 9:30 a.m., Sugar Shack 
Trails, N7061 Ash Road. Arrive 15 
minutes early to get gear on and 
register. Option of three guided 
hikes, and chance to buy maple 
syrup straight from the cooker. 
Hike is free, donations appreciated.

WITTENBERG: Murder Mystery 
Dinner Theater, doors open 5:30 
p.m., WOWSPACE, 114 Vinal 
St. $40. Advance tickets only, 
available at Wittenberg Sentry or 
by calling 715-253-3525.
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House wrens not just one-note birds in Wisconsin
Sadly, my mom passed 

away last fall. In the midst 
of cleaning out her things 
for auction, I was so 
consumed with grief that I 
couldn’t think straight. So, 
when the auctioneer put 
the birdhouses in a box to 
sell, I didn’t think any-
thing of it. Now, months 
later, I realize the bird-
house of Mom’s annual 
visitor, a house wren, is 
gone.

Every summer, a house 
wren calls Mom’s back-
yard home. When she ar-
rives and begins bringing 
nesting material into the 
birdhouse, Mom would 
call me and announce, 
“She’s back.”

Her house wren was 
very successful in raising 
baby wrens. It was hard to 
get a look at the babies in-
side of the house, so when 
they first appeared out of 
the house, Mom would 
call me and announce, 
“The babies are out.”

Once they fledge, the 
backyard would turn into 
a revelry of birds flying 
here and there, then paus-
ing to try out their vocals 
and learn the songs. If 
you’ve never heard a wren 
sing, it is equivalent to a 
glorious opera singer belt-
ing out a cheerful melody 
for the whole neighbor-
hood to hear. One reason 
their song is so remark-
able is that they can hit 
two notes at the same 
time.

Mom and I would 
watch them for hours. We 
sat on the patio drinking 
lemonade and eating Rice 
Krispies bars. It was one 
of those little moments 
that have become one of 
my big memories.

I think I will put up a 
new wren house in Mom’s 
yard, at the end of the 
clothes line, where the 
other had been. When the 
house sells, I will tell the 
new owners about Mom’s 
wren in hopes they leave 
the birdhouse up. They 
would not need to put up 
a bird feeder; house wrens 
are not picky eaters. They 
eat small flies, spiders and 
insects like beetles and 
caterpillars. If you set out 
mealworms, they wouldn’t 
complain.

There are 10 species 
of wrens in the United 
States. Wisconsin has four 
— the house wren, winter 
wren, sedge wren and 
marsh wren. I have seen 
all but the winter wren. 
I hear him often in the 
Northwoods. He doesn’t 
fly away when I walk by, 
but instead he continues 
to sing. The thickness 
of the brush allows him 
to hide from me in plain 

sight. Perhaps, this year is 
the year he flies out of the 
thicket to say hello.

I’ve also seen four 
other wrens — the Caro-
lina wren, cactus wren, 
rock wren and the canyon 
wren. The Carolina wren 
lives year-round in the 
Eastern half of the U.S. 
but it’s range doesn’t usu-
ally include Wisconsin. I 
first spotted one at Cork-
screw Swamp Sanctuary 
in Florida. The cactus 
wren lives year-round in 
the Southwest U.S. I saw 
my first one in the Baja 
California peninsula.

Finding the rock wren 
and canyon wren are a 
longer story. In spring of 
2023, I spent six weeks 
hiking and birding in Lake 
Havasu City, Arizona. On 
my very first hike there, I 
saw a rock wren. He was 
out in the open for all to 
see. On the other hand, 
the canyon wren was very 
elusive. We could hear 
him in brush alongside the 
road, but it was too thick 
for us to spot him.

We often returned to 
where we had heard him. 
He was always singing, 
sometimes in the brush 
and somethings in the 
cliffs above the brush, but 
we never saw him. On the 
very last day there, when 
my husband asked me-
where I wanted to go, and 
without hesitation, I said I 
wanted to go back to find 
the canyon wren.

As soon as I got out of 
the car I could hear him 
high in the cliff. I looked 
up and there he was, on 
the top ledge, in all his 
splendor for me to see. It 
was a glorious sight and a 
great ending to my vaca-
tion.

The last two wrens I’ve 
yet to see are the Pacific 
wren, which lives along, 
you guessed it, the Pacific 
Coast, and the Bewick’s 

Wren, which lives in the 
southern west half of the 
U.S. and the northern 
Pacific Coast. I’m going to 
Arizona in May and will 
keep a special lookout for 
him.

I worry about Mom’s 
wren, but I have hope. I 
hope that when she ar-
rives at Mom’s backyard 
there will be a house 
ready to welcome her. If 
not, then soon after she 

will find a house close by 
where she can continue 
the tradition of raising 
babies in a backyard and 
singing loud and clear for 
all to enjoy. Perhaps Mom 
will help guide her to her 
new home.

Lisa Jansen is a Wisconsin master 
naturalist, nature writer, and award-

winning photographer. She specializes 
in raising awareness of birds and 

butterflies of the Midwest.

Lisa JansenLisa Jansen
ColumnistColumnist

Baby house wrens are trying out their vocals on a fence post.
LISA JANSEN
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Bears hit triple digits in win over Coleman

Tigerton wins Central Wisconsin North Conference title with victory over Marion
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

Saturday, Feb. 17
Bonduel
The Bears soared into 

triple digits with six play-
ers scoring in double digits 
in a 103-61 victory over 
Coleman in non-confer-
ence action.

Bonduel led 46-34 at the 
break and then poured it 
on in the second half with 
a 57-27 score.

Ryan Westrich led the 
way with 21 points. He was 
joined by Quinn Wesen-
berg with 18 points, Race 
Anvelink with 17, Noah 
Weier and Carter Moesch 
each with 12, and Cade 
Johnson with another 10. 
For good measure, the 
other players also scored, 
as Charlie Tauchen had 
seven, Sam Roberts hit on 
four, and Colin Margelof-
sky had two.

Bonduel improved to 
22-1 overall.

Lena
A 61-49 loss to St. Law-

rence Seminary dropped 
Lena to 4-18 overall this 
season.

Caleb Schlosser scored 
15 points, and Mason Spice 
added 11 for Lena. Also 
scoring were Anthony 
Seefeldt with eight, Tyler 
Shallow with six, Logan 
Graef with five and Luke 
Koslowsky with two.

The Wildcats were beat 
24-17 in the first half and 
37-32 in the second half in 
the 12-point loss.

Friday, Feb. 16
Gresham
Gresham was decimat-

ed 80-13 by Almond-Ban-
croft in non-conference 
action.

Tigerton tops Marion
With time running out 

in the regular season and 
the Central Wisconsin 
North Conference title 
still up in the air, Tigerton 
grabbed that title with its 
36-32 win over Marion.

Tigerton holds on to 
first place with an 8-2 
mark, followed by White 
Lake at 7-3 and Marion 
at 6-3. Tigerton is 18-4 
overall.

Nearly half of the 
Tigers’ points came from 
James Brady, who dropped 
in 17 — including 3-of-5 
from the free throw line.

Brady also led his team 
with 10 rebounds, Sam 
Anheuser led with three 
assists, and Cameron Carl-
son hard five steals.

Menominee Indian
The Eagles slipped into 

last place in the Central 
Wisconsin East Confer-
ence after a 68-59 loss to 
Shiocton.

Menominee Indian led 
33-31 at the break, but the 
game slipped away from 
them in the second half 
with Shiocton fighting 
back with a 37-26 score for 
the nine-point win.

Barron Waupoose led 
the Eagles with 17 points, 
with Mikey Chapman scor-
ing 15 and Kenew Awono-
hopay adding 10. Ryan 
Corn scored nine, and 
Maech Corn, Jordan Cox 
and Anikohsaeh Corn each 
scoring two.

The Eagles are 2-11 in 
conference play and 3-19 
overall.

Oconto Falls
Oconto Falls (2-15, 6-17) 

lost 63-53 to Denmark in 
North Eastern Conference 
action.

Jameson Beaman led 
the Panthers with 19 
points, including four 
3-pointers, and Alex 
Haines had 14 points, 
including one triple. JJ 
Pytleski’s six points came 
from a pair of 3-pointers.

Haines pulled down 15 
boards for Oconto Falls 
and also led his team with 
seven assists. Brady Bursa 
recorded three steals.

Pulaski
The Red Raiders (8-9, 

12-11) were blown away by 
Fox River Classic Confer-
ence leader De Pere (16-0, 
21-1) 90-60.

Pulaski was behind by 
21 points at halftime and 
lost ground with a nine-
point deficit in the second 
half.

Bryce Wotruba and 
Dixon Holewinski led 
Pulaski with 18 points 
each. Wotruba connected 
on 3-of-5 from the 3-point 
line, while Holewin-
ski went 4-for-5 from the 
behind the arc. Joseph 
Mijal scored 11 points, and 
Ethan Schmidt chipped 
in another 10. Pulaski’s 
other points were scored 
by Dylan Dorn (two) and 
Bohdan Schmidt (one).

Mijal led the team with 
seven rebounds, Ethan 
Schmidt had four assists, 
and Bohdan Schmidt had a 
pair of steals.

Shawano
Shawano couldn’t main-

tain its lead in the second 
half against Seymour as 
the Thunder pulled out a 
49-46 win in Bay Confer-
ence action.

The loss dropped the 
Hawks to 5-8 in the confer-
ence and 7-15 overall.

Shawano led 21-19 at 
the break, but Seymour 
was a bit too much in the 
30-25 second half as they 
snatched the victory from 
the clutches of the Hawks.

Crew Weisnicht led 
Shawano with 14 points, 
including 3-of-6 from the 
3-point line and 1-of-2 from 
the free throw line.

Warren Beyer and 
Anderson Schmidt each 
scored eight points, and 
had two 3-pointers. Logan 
Sipple scored nine points, 
and Jerzy Brocker had 
seven.

Brocker pulled down 11 
rebounds, Sipple had four 
assists, and Brocker and 

Beyer each recorded three 
steals.

Witt-Birn
Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood inched closer to sec-
ond place in the Central 
Wisconsin East Confer-
ence with a 53-43 win over 
Weyauwega-Fremont.

The Chargers are in 
third place at 8-5, with 
Weyauwega-Fremont in 
second at 9-4. Bonduel is 
atop the standings at 13-0.

“After losing to Wega 
by over 20 the first time 
we played this season, the 
Chargers dominated from 
the start tonight,” coach 
Garrett Rogowski said. “It 
was a great defensive ef-
fort holding the Warhawks 
to 17 points below their 
season average.”

Jett Rogowski was the 
only Wit-Birn player to 
hit double digits, but his 
23 points clearly helped 
power the victory. Seven 
other players scored.

Rogowski and Keegan 
Schmid each connected on 
a pair of 3-pointers, and 
Oliver Fraaza was a per-
fect 3-for-3 from the free 
throw line.

Fraaza led his team 
with five rebounds, and 
Rogowski led with five as-
sists and four steals.

Thursday, Feb. 15
Bonduel
Race Anvelink’s 22 

points set the pace for 
Bonduel in its 70-56 win 
over Central Wisconsin 
East Conference opponent 
Iola-Scandinavia. Of Anve-
link’s 22 points, including 
six triples, 19 were scored 
in the second half.

Ryan Westrich scored 11 
points for the Bears, with 

Cade Johnson and Noah 
Weier each adding 10. 
Colin Margelofsky scored 
seven, Quinn Wesenberg 
added five, Sam Roberts 
had three and Charlie 
Tauchen contributed two.

Bonduel held a slim 
four-point lead at the half 
and widened the margin 
of victory with a 39-29 
second half.

Bonduel, 21-1 overall, 
is unbeaten in conference 
play at 13-0.

Gillett
Gillett won its last four 

Marinette & Oconto Con-
ference games to stay one 
game behind conference-
leader Crivitz.

The Tigers’ latest win 
was a 91-71 victory over 
Coleman.

Ben Matczak and Jesse 
DeBauch teamed up for 28 
points each in the 20-point 
win. Aydin Franti scored 
21 points, and Thomas 
Carmody added 10. Garrett 
Klein and Ryan Pensis 
each scored two.

Gillett (12-2, 15-7) held 
a commanding 47-28 lead 
at the break and, although 
the second half was much 
closer, they won that con-
test, too — 44-43.

Gresham
After beating Bowler 

on Feb. 2 for its first win 
of the season, Gresham is 
back on a four-game losing 
skid with a 61-58 loss to 
Stockbridge in non-confer-
ence action. The Wildcats 
are 1-20 overall.

Lena
A 20-point game by 

Tyler Shallow and points 
by each of the other six 
players wasn’t enough for 
Lena, as they lost 63-51 to 

Wausaukee.
Wausaukee won the 

game on both sides of the 
half, 24-18 before the break 
and 39-33 after it.

Anthony Seefeldt 
scored another 10 points 
for Lena. Also contributing 
were Caleb Schlosser with 
nine, Zander Thomson 
with four, three each by 
Mason Spice and Mason 
Belongia, and Logan Graef 
with two.

Lena dropped to 11-13 
in the Marinette & Oconto 
Conference and 4-17 
overall.

Tuesday, Feb. 13
Gresham
Gresham and Wild 

Rose battled to a 17-17 
tie at halftime of their 
non-conference game; 
however, the host team 
blew open the second half 
with a 34-16 score to defeat 
Gresham 51-33. Gresham is 
1-19 overall.

Menominee Indian
The Eagles lost their 

sixth consecutive game, 
dropping a 79-57 non-
conference contest against 
Oconto. Menominee 
Indian has a 3-18 overall 
record.

Pulaski
A second-half come-

back by Seymour fell short 
as Pulaski held on for a 
62-56 non-conference win. 
The Red Raiders, 12-10 
overall, led 36-20 at the 
break, with Seymour win-
ning the second half 36-26.

Shawano
The Hawks have been 

flipping back and forth 
between wins and losses 
in their last seven games, 
with the latest being a 
72-55 loss to Rhinelander 

in non-conference action. 
Shawano is 7-14 overall.

Wolf River Lutheran
The visiting White Lake 

Lakers drowned Wolf Riv-
er Lutheran 66-24. Wolf 
River Lutheran scored 12 
points in each half, while 
White Lake scored 32 in 
the first half and 34 in the 
second half.

Monday, Feb. 12
Gillett
Gillett fought the good 

fight but came up short, 
losing 73-70 to Peshtigo in 
a non-conference game.

Gillett led 40-39 at the 
break, but Peshtigo fought 
back, and with its 34-30 
second half, they prevailed 
in their comeback.

Ben Matczak led the Ti-
gers with 22 points, includ-
ing six 3-pointers. Jesse 
DeBauch scored 20 points, 
including six free throws, 
and Aydin Franti scored 16 
points, including one triple 
and five free throws.

Thomas Carmody 
scored another eight 
points, while Tyler Frank 
scored four.

The Tigers fell to 14-7 
overall.

Menominee Indian
Oneida Nation topped 

Menominee Indian 64-
59 in a non-conference 
matchup at Oneida Nation 
High School. The Eagles 
are 3-17 overall.

Tigerton beats Suring
Leading by a single 

point at halftime, Tigerton 
opened up the game with a 
30-19 second half to grab at 
54-42 non-conference win 
over Suring.

Maverick Maas and 
James Brady led the Tigers 
with 12 points each, and 
Joey Zimdars added anoth-
er 10. The other four play-
ers also scored, with Sam 
Anheuser getting seven, 
Loghan Wanta sinking six, 
Cameron Carlson with five 
and Gavin Kielblock with 
two.

Maas had a pair of 
3-pointers, Wanta led the 
team with eight rebounds, 
Anheuser had three assists, 
and Maas recorded three 
steals.

Tigerton is 17-4 overall, 
and Suring is 4-17.

Witt-Birn
Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood fell to below .500 
overall with a 51-36 non-
conference loss to Mara-
thon at home.

Marathon controlled 
the game with a 27-19 first 
half and 24-17 second half.

Jett Rogowski led 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
with 15 points, including 
two 3-pointers.

The team “played a 
solid game defensively,” 
coach Garrett Rogowski 
said. “Offensively, (they) 
played to within five late 
in the second half and let it 
slip the last five minutes.”

The Chargers dropped 
to 10-11 overall.

Shawano and Green Bay East players watch the ball to see where it will fall after a missed basket Feb. 9 in Shawano. 
The Hawks won the non-conference game 81-56.			                      KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA



Shawano’s Drake Herm will 
represent the Hawks at the boys 
state wrestling tournament this 
weekend at the Kohl Center in 
Madison.

At the sectionals in Kimberly on 
Feb. 17, Herm battled in the finals 
match but lost 14-0. In his wrestle 
back, he pinned Ryan Schmidt of 
Kaukauna in 42 seconds to qualify 
for the state tournament. His first 
match was set for the afternoon of 
Feb. 22.

“Drake has done such a great 
job all year long,” coach Mike 
Homan said. “He continues to lead 
our team, and we are excited to 
watch him wrestle in Madison this 
weekend.”

Carsen Herm found his way 
to the finals where he lost by pin 
to Tanner Hart of Kimberly. He 
went on to the third-place match 
and won by fall in 52 seconds over 
Grant Harris of Hortonville.

“Carsen had a good year. It 
didn’t earn him a trip back to the 
state tournament, but he had a 
great season,” Homan said. “He has 
been a rock in our lineup the last 
three years, and his leadership and 
wrestling will be missed. We will 
especially miss the way he earned 
victories by pin in most matches.”

Carsen Herm has the school 
record for pins in a season at 28.

Drew Chelberg, Connor Chel-
berg and Brayen Boivin were all 
out after losing their first-round 
matches. Homan said all three 
wrestlers have good years ahead 
of them.

“Connor has been such a great 
wrestler for us the last two years,” 
Homan said. “He works tirelessly 

and has one of the best work ethics 
on the team. He has battled hard in 
every position, and his leadership 
will be missed. He is one of those 
special athletes that you cannot 
replace; you are just glad you had 
the opportunity to coach him.”

At 113, Dane Hodkiewicz had to 
medical forfeit due to an injury, af-
ter earning his way into the second 
round.

Oconto Falls Sectional
Several area wrestlers advanced 

to the state tournament after 
competing in the WIAA Division 2 
sectionals at Oconto Falls on Feb. 
17.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s 
Brooke Hoffman placed first at 185.

At 148, Cole Bozile (Oconto 
Falls) beat Colton Klug (Brillion) 
for second place.

At 144, Andres Sanchez (Wit-
tenberg-Birnamwood) defeated 
Colin Meiselwitz (Elkhart Lake-
Glenbeulah/Howards Grove) for 
second place.

In the second-place match at 
165, Bryson Schmid (Wittenberg-
Birnamwood) beat Vincent Cook 
(Freedom).

In the second-place match at 
285, Owen Schultz (Wittenberg-
Birnamwood) defeated Sam Keuler 
(Wrightstown).

At 106, Garrett Ganter (Oconto 
Falls) defeated Logan Boehnlein 
(Seymour) for third place.

The third-place battle at 190 
saw Nick Trepanier (Oconto Falls) 
defeat Cooper Cappaert (Freedom) 
5-3.

Ethan Brissette (Peshtigo) 
pinned Braeden Groshek (Witten-
berg-Birnamwood) in 5:17 for third 
place at 157. Groshek finished in 
fourth place.
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Shawano girls wrestling 
season ends at sectionals
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Only the first-place fin-
ishers at Kimberly’s girls 
wrestling sectionals on 
Feb. 17 advanced to state. 
Unfortunately, there are 
no Shawano girls moving 
on to the Madison compe-
tition.

At 120, Onna Hermann 
defeated Ramses Trader 
from Kimberly with a fall 
in 1:56. In the semifinals, 
she beat Hannah Huza of 
Hortonville 8-5. But, in her 
finals match, she fell to 
Amari Richard of Neenah 
9-2.

Hermann finished her 
senior year with a 35-8 
record.

“Onna did a great job 
learning the sport in the 
last two years,” coach 
Mike Homan said. “We 
will always remember the 
work she has put into her 
wrestling and the great 
matches that she wrestled 
for us. She will be greatly 
missed.”

Vivian Walburger wres-
tled in the semifinals at 145. 
She avenged an early sea-
son loss to Erika Hamilton 
of Menasha by winning by 
fall in 5:19. In the finals, she 
lost to Harlow Skenandore 
of Pulaski in 56 seconds.

“I was proud of Viv-
ian wrestling hard in the 
semifinals,” Homan said. 

“The girl that she defeated 
from Menasha had beaten 
her about three weeks 
ago. It was great to see her 
wrestle much better and 
defeat her today. I’m look-
ing forward to her work-
ing hard this offseason to 
see what she can do next 
year.”

At 132, Breleigh Thor-
nock defeated Issabella 
Sauter of Appleton West 
by fall in 1:48. In the next 
round, she lost to the even-
tual champion, Lillie Banks 
of Menasha, by fall in 1:13.

“Breleigh has done 
a good job this season,” 
Homan said. “She has a lot 
of work to do but shows 
some flashes of being a 
great wrestler. We look 
forward to seeing her 
work hard this offseason to 
see what she can do next 
year.”

At 138, Adalyn Barkley 
defeated Stella Somers of 
Appleton West in 1:14 but 
lost in the semifinals to 
Leah Kapla of Pulaski in 
2:45.

“Adalyn has done a 
great job in her first year 
of wrestling.” Homan 
said. “She has made great 
strides. We look forward 
to a good offseason of 
work and a successful 
season of wrestling next 
year.”

At 152, Courtney Schenk 

won her quarterfinals 
match over Savannah Pratt 
of Pulaski by fall in 1:40. 
In semifinals, she lost to 
Renezmai Rhoades of Bay 
Port by fall in 5:01.

Schenk went 29-13 dur-
ing the year.

“She has had a great 
two-year career and 
will be missed next 
season,”Homan said.

At 235, Lily Tomas won 
her semifinals match over 
Emma Vervrick of Neenah 
by fall in 4:51. In the finals 
match, she lost to Allison 
Abel of Menasha 12-8.

“She has done a great 
job learning the sport 
in the last two months,” 
Homan said. “We look for-
ward to her working hard 
this offseason to come 
back for a great senior 
season next year.”

At 126, Caitlyn Moede 
lost her first-round match 
to Anna Behling of Bay 
Port by fall in 3:46. “Cait-
lyn was battling some 
sickness this week, and 
it showed in her results,” 
Homan said. “Caitlyn has 
been a great wrestler for us 
this season. She had a great 
two-year career, especially 
this year going 32-9 during 
the season.”

At 114, Jenna Moede 
lost her first-round match 
to Scarlet Beckstrum from 
Green Bay United 11-8.

Wrestlers prepare for state tournament
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Bryson Schmid joined his teammates at the Oconto Falls Sectional wrestling meet Feb. 17. At the end of his 
day, in the second-place match at 165 pounds, Schmid beat Vincent Cook of Freedom.			                     TINA BACON
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Shawano falls to conference champs in OT
By DUSTIN RIESE

Correspondent

Not only that, but 
sophomore Leah Nordin 
entered the game 12 points 
away from 1,000 as all eyes 
were on her.

Backed by an overall 
strong defensive perfor-
mance from top to bottom, 
Shawano gave Xavier all 
they could handle as a late-
game bucket from Nordin 
helped keep things close 
before the teams needed 
to settle things in over-
time. In the extra frame, 
it was the Xavier defense 
that came up huge as they 
forced Shawano to commit 
several turnovers lead-
ing to a 61-57 OT loss for 
Shawano.

“I thought we played 
very well, especially defen-
sively,” coach Ryan Koenig 
said. “We didn’t shoot well 
from the free throw line, 
and against top teams, that 
can’t happen if you want 
to win.”

The intensity on the 
floor was apparent from 
the opening tip as Halle 
Vande Hey opened the 
scoring with a bucket 
on the inside. She was 
responsible for four of her 
team’s first six points, but 
it was Shawano that did its 
part to keep things close, 
trailing 6-5 early. That was 
until Abby Bystol and Ella 
Stuber connected for five 
straight points as Shawano 
opened up their first lead 
of the game 10-6.

Shawano continued 
to maintain its lead over 
the next five minutes, but 
Xavier battled back as 
Faith Hafner picked up 
six points in a two-minute 
stretch to put her team 
back in front 18-16. Once 
again, Shawano answered 

with Natalie Bystol tying 
things up with a bucket 
down low before Stuber 
connected for another 
three to put Shawano on 
top 21-18. That was when 
the Xavier defense took 
over, as Elle Krull sparked 
a 12-4 run to end the first 
half with Xavier in front 
30-25.

Shawano couldn’t have 
asked for a better start to 
the second half as they 
came out swinging. Abby 
Bystol wasted no time get-
ting Shawano on the board 
as she opened the sec-
ond half with a 3-pointer 
from the wing. That was 
followed by a Nordin put 
back to tie things up, with 
Trinity Popelka and Abby 
Bystol capping off a 10-0 
run to open the second 
half to put Shawano back 
in front 35-30.

In desperate need of 
points, Joy Krull put an 
end to the Shawano run 
with a bucket on the inside 
before Carsyn Stempa tied 
things up with a triple. 
Stempa would follow that 
triple up with a steal to 
move Xavier in front as 
their 11-2 run gave them a 
41-37 lead. The remainder 
of the second was a mix of 
sloppy play and stingy de-
fense as neither team made 
things easy for the other.

Xavier maintained their 
four-point lead until late 
in the game when Stuber 
drove baseline to convert 
the and one, only to miss 
a free throw. That was 
followed moments later 
by another Nordin bucket 
as Shawano managed to 
pull within 46-44 only to 
tie things up 48-48 to force 
overtime.

For Nordin, her quest 
for 1,000 will have to wait 
as she finished with 11 

points to end the game at 
999.

With just four min-
utes standing between 
them and the end of their 
regular season, it was the 
Xavier defense that came 
out swinging and turned 
defense into offense. In 
total, Xavier used a 9-3 run 
to begin the overtime pe-
riod and held a 57-51 lead. 
That brief stretch is what 
Koenig felt was the differ-
ence in the game.

“We had a few too 
many turnovers in over-
time,” he said.

Down by six with less 
than two minutes to go, 

Abby Bystol kept things 
interesting as her and one 
pulled Shawano within 
57-54. Elle Krull extended 
the lead to 59-54 with an 
easy layup on the other 
end only to have Popelka 
pull Shawano within 59-57 
with fewer than 30 seconds 
to go. That was as close 
as Shawano would get 
as Xavier iced the game 
with a pair of free throws 
to claim the outright Bay 
conference title 61-57.

Shawano will return 
to the court Feb. 23 when 
they travel to New London 
for their regional semifinal 
game.

Lena’s perfect conference record ends
Brooks hits 1,000 points in career; Nordin sets school record with 40 points against Hodags
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

GIRLS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Friday, Feb. 16
Gillett
Gillett improved to 10-6 

in the Marinette & Oconto 
Conference with a 55-15 

victory over St. Thomas 
Aquinas Academy. It is 
the third conference win 
in a row for Gillett, 14-9 
overall.

Lena defeats Suring
Returning to the win 

column in the Marinette & 

Oconto Conference, Lena 
defeated Suring 77-47.

Lena (15-1, 22-2) lost 
its only conference game 
to Coleman earlier but 
still remains in first place. 
Suring dropped to 3-13 in 
conference play and 5-19 

overall.
Eva Brooks led Lena 

with 23 points, with Kali 
Fischer adding 16 and 
Madilyn Thomson contrib-
uting another 12. Brooks 
only needed four points 
going into the game to hit 

1,000 for her career. She 
now rests at 1,019 points.

Thomson and Brooks 
set the pace with 11 re-
bounds each. Fischer and 
Whitney Potter each had 
four assists, and Fischer 
grabbed seven steals.

For Suring, it was 
Bunny Cramer leading the 
scoring with 15 points.

Lena held a 44-23 first-
half lead and then won the 
second half 33-24.

Thursday, Feb. 15
Bonduel
Bonduel closed out 

the regular season with 
another win, this time a 
63-28 demolishing of Iola-
Scandinavia. The Bears 
finished 14-0 in the Central 
Wisconsin East Confer-
ence at 22-2 overall.

Bonduel dominated the 
game with a 35-11 first half 
and a 28-17 second half.

Gresham
Gresham saw its six-

game winning streak come 
to an end with a 60-36 
non-conference loss at 
Almond-Bancroft. The 

Wildcats are 17-5 overall.
Lena
Lena’s perfect Mari-

nette & Oconto Confer-
ence record came to an 
end with a 53-43 loss to 
Coleman.

Lena (14-1, 21-2) trailed 
26-17 at halftime. Coleman 
won the second-half battle 
as well, 27-26.

Eva Brooks led the 
Wildcats with 19 points. 
Madilyn Thomson’s nine 
points came from three 
3-pointers, and six of 
Whitney Potter’s seven 
points were from a pair of 
triples. Kali Fischer scored 
six points for Lena, and 
Alabama Lambert had two.

Brooks also led her 
teammates with 12 re-
bounds and four assists. 
Brooks and Fischer each 
had five steals.

Menominee Indian
The Eagles dropped 

a 5-50 decision to Shioc-
ton in Central Wisconsin 
East Conference action. 
Menominee Indian is 5-8

Leah Nordin uses the screen and looks to get to the rim. She needed 12 points to hit 1,000 in her career but ended the night at 999.                        DUSTIN RIESE

Brynlie Boyles hustles to chase down a loose ball.	              DUSTIN RIESE



Waupaca 4, Antigo 2
A pair of goals in the 

last minutes of play ended 
the season for the Antigo 
Red Robins boys hockey 
team on Feb. 15.

The No. 5 seeded Red 
Robins, a co-op team with 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood, 
lost 4-2 to No. 4 seed Wau-
paca in the WIAA Divi-
sion 2 Sectional 2 regional 
round.

The Comets opened 
the game with a goal in 
the first period another in 
second to take a 2-0 lead. 
Eli Kassler’s short-handed 
goal at 13:59 in the second 
period made it 2-1.

Owen Dickman tied the 
game at 2-2 at 7:02 in the 
third period. However, 
Waupaca’s Liam Bloedow 
scored twice at the end of 
the game, first at 16:08 and 
then at 16:37, to steal the 
contest from Antigo.

Antigo was penalized 
there times for six mantes, 
and Waupaca was called 
for two infractions for four 
minutes.

The Red Robins com-
bined for 14 shots on goal, 
while the Comets had 41.

Fond du Lac 9, Sha-
wano 1

Fond du Lac poured 
in four goals in the first 
period en route to a 9-1 
victory over Shawano in 
the Division 1 Sectional 2 
WIAA regional game Feb. 
13.

Shawano’s lone goal 

came from Blake Knope at 
1:20 in the second period to 
make the game 4-1. Gavin 
Hundt and Cam Schroeder 
assisted on the goal.

The Cardinals scored 
three times in the second 
period and another two 
times in the third period 
for the lopsided win.

The No. 13 seed Sha-
wano was called for five 
penalties and served 18 
minutes, while No. 4 seed 
Fond du Lac was hit with 
two infractions for seven 
minutes.

Shawano used two 
goalies in the game. Tyson 
Lyons played one period, 
gave up four goals and 
recorded 13 saves. Kaiden 
Thornborrow played two 
periods, gave up five goals 
and noticed 17 saves.

Offensively, Shawano 

managed only nine shots 
on goal.

Bay Port 6, Ash-
waubenon 0

Bay Port, the No. 1 seed, 
shut out Ashwaubenon 6-0 
in the second round of the 
WIAA Division 1 Sec-
tional 2 postseason Feb. 15, 
ending the season for the 
Jaguars.

The Pirates scored 
twice in the first period 
and four times in the third.

Ashwaubenon is a co-op 
team with Pulaski.

Ashwaubenon 3, She-
boygan South 2

Ashwaubenon defeated 
Sheobygan South in the 
opening round of the 
WIAA Division 1 Sectional 
2 postseason Feb. 13. Ash-
waubenon was seeded No. 
9, and Sheboygan South 
was No. 8.
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Area boys hockey 
teams’ postseason 

play comes to an end
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

Shawano and Antigo hockey teams squared off Feb. 8 at the Crawford Cen-
ter, with the Red Robins, a co-op team with Wittenberg-Birnamwood, com-
ing out on top 6-2. Both teams lost tin their opening round games in the 
WIAA postseason last week, with Antigo losing 4-2 to Waupaca and Sha-
wano, a co-op team with Bonduel, losing 9-1 to Fond du Lac.

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Panthers hang tough but fall to Wrightstown
By DUSTIN RIESE

Correspondent

When it comes to the 
Oconto Falls Panthers (6-
16, 2-14), things haven’t al-
ways been pretty, but they 
have at least been competi-
tive in a lot of games.

That rang true against 
the Wrightstown Tigers 
(11-11, 9-7) on Feb. 13 as the 
Tigers entered their game 
riding a two-game confer-
ence winning streak. Not 
the same Tigers team of 
the past, the Panthers held 
their own most of the night 
and were within 49-44 with 
fewer than five minutes to 
go. That was until a series 
of turnovers led to an 11-1 
Tigers run to put the game 
out of reach as the Pan-
thers lost 60-50.

One thing about the 
Panthers this season as op-
posed to teams in the past 
is that they have done a 
much better job starting off 
strong. Compare that to the 
past few seasons when they 
often found themselves 
down by 20 or more points 
at the half, and you can see 
how much improvement 

this team has made this 
season. Wrightstown was 
another prime example of 
that as the Panthers’ de-
fense came up huge several 
times in the first half to 
keep the Tigers’ offense in 
check while their offense 
did what they had to do.

A big reason for the 
Panthers overall success in 
the first half was the play 
of Jameson Beaman and 
Alex Haines, who continue 
to lead the way for this 
group. Haines has a knack 
for getting into transition 
quickly, turning fast break 
opportunities into easy 
buckets while Beaman has 
shown the ability to step 
outside and inside. Both 
of them combined for 27 
points on the night with 
Beaman leading the way 
with 17 points and Haines 
adding 10.

JJ Pytleski come through 
with 10 points as those 
three not only accounted 
for 37 of the teams 50 
points, but helped the 
Panthers secure a 29-28 
lead over the Tigers after 
one half of play. Once the 
second half got rolling, the 

Tigers came out with a 
different sense of urgency 
as they wanted to speed up 
the tempo.

For the most part, 
the Panthers matched 
that tempo as the Tigers 
were unable to open up a 
significant lead. However, 
once Ethan Cyra got going 
offensively, the momentum 
started to shift. Cyra scored 
a game-high 24 points, with 
half of them coming from 
beyond the arc.

With Cyra doing his 
thing offensively, it came 
down to the Tigers’ de-
fense, especially late in 
the game. Holding a 49-44 
lead with just under five 
minutes to go, Wright-
stown began to toughen 
up on defense and forced 
the Panthers to work their 
offense more than they 
would’ve liked.

That resulted in several 
costly turnovers including 
a couple of steals by Aiden 
Humphries who converted 
three of them into late-
game layups as part of that 
11-1 run late. Humphries 
finished the game with 12 
points.

in league play and 9-14 
overall.

Oconto Falls
Oconto Falls’ regular 

season ended with a 59-24 
loss to North Eastern Con-
ference foe Freedom.

No Panther scored in 
double digits, with Amber 
Otto leading her team-
mates with seven points.

The Panthers were 
down by 15 at the break; 
a 20-point second-half 
deficit sealed the game for 
Freedom.

The Panthers finished 
the regular season at 9-9 
in the conference and 13-11 
overall.

Pulaski
Pulaski slipped to 9-9 

in the Fox River Classic 
Conference after a 72-30 
loss to De Pere.

De Pere held the early 
lead, 35-26, at the half and 
blew the game open with a 
37-4 second half.

Maggie Lardinois led 
Pulaski with 11 points.

Olivia Sprangers helped 
the Red Raiders with eight 
points, Lily Urban added 
five, and Ellie Mangold, 
Ashley Servais and Reese 
Lardinois each had two.

Witt-Birn
Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood closed out is regular 
season with a 61-37 thrash-
ing of Weyauwega-Fre-
mont in Central Wisconsin 
East Conference action.

The victory put the 
Chargers at 12-2 and in 
second place in the confer-
ence and 22-2 overall.

Tuesday, Feb. 13
Bowler
Bowler lost a non-

conference game, 70-46, to 
Wild Rose. Bowler battled 
from behind much of the 
game, trailing 34-21 at 
intermission and then get-
ting outscored 36-25 in the 
second half.

Isabella Stevens led the 

Panthers with 13 points, 
while Natalie Rickert had 
10. Bertina Dodge added 
nine, and Paige Treptow 
and Autumn Thiex each 
scored six.

Stevens led her team 
with 15 rebounds, Treptow 
and Stevens each had a 
pair of assists, and Thiex 
and Stevens each grabbed 
three steals.

Gillett tops Suring
Gillett defeated Sur-

ing 48-37 in Marinette & 
Oconto Conference action.

Gillett improved to 9-6 
in conference play and 13-9 
overall. Suring is 3-12 in 
the M&O and 5-18 overall.

Marion
Marion’s 66-49 non-

conference loss to Port 
Edwards dropped the Mus-
tangs to 4-18 overall.

Oconto Falls
In their final home game 

of the season, Oconto 
Falls lost 73-42 in a non-
conference battle against 
Kewaunee.

Shawano
Leah Nordin set a new 

school record for Shawano 
with 40 points against the 
Rhinelander Hodags. That 
puts Nordin at 988 points 
in her career.

The Hawks won the 
non-conference game 67-
49 and improves the team 
to 16-7 overall.

Witt-Birn
Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood continued its wining 
ways with a 75-42 non-con-
ference win over Wabeno/
Laona. The Chargers are 
21-2 overall.

Monday, Feb. 12
Gresham
After slamming White 

Lake 65-7 on Feb. 9 in 
White Lake, the Gresham 
girls welcomed the Lakers 
to their court and proceed-
ed to throttle them 66-7 in 
another Central Wisconsin 
North Conference game.

The Wildcats spread 
the ball around, with all 10 
players adding to the final 
score.

Emily Jensen led Gresh-
am with 12 points and 10 
rebounds. Jesse Jensen 
and Madolyn Haffner each 
scored 10 points. Haffner 
also led the team with 
seven assists.

Also scoring were: 
Camille Gourley with eight 
points; Grace Haffner and 
Jocelyn Cerveny with six 
each; Allie Cerveny, Ad-
dison Fischer and Janay 
Pecore-Kirkland with four 
each; and Alivia Perez with 
two.

Allie Cerveny and Em-
ily Jensen each had two 
steals.

Gresham impaired to 
8-0 in conference action 
and 17-4 overall.

Marion
Marion snuck by Good-

man/Pembine for a 49-48 
non-conference win to 
give the Mustangs a 4-17 
overall record.

Menominee Indian
Ayanna Smith scored 

21 points, including four 
3-pointers, and Urijah Ree-
vis added 20 as Menomi-
nee Indian crushed Green 
Bay East 82-53 in a non-
conference game.

Natalie Peters scored 
another 10 points for 
Menominee Indian. Mylee 
Dixon, Anisa Peters and 
Keira Nacotee each scored 
eight, Aaliyah Corn con-
tributed five, and Taylesia 
Blackowl scored one.

Smith led the Eagles 
with 11 rebounds, while 
Reevis had 10. Reevis led 
her teammates with nine 
assists, and Nacotee had a 
pair of steals.

Menominee Indian 
doubled up on Green Bay 
East with a 4-20 first half 
and piled it even more 
with a 42-33 second half.

GIRLS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16
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WHITE GERMAN
SHEPHERD PUPPIES $800

phone 715-567-4400 

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms

Great location
Parking avail.

Starting at $650 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $695 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available

Starting at $615 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

GUN SHOW: SUN.
MARCH 3, 8-3, 

The Swan Club, 875
Heritage Rd. 

De Pere.  BUY, SELL,
TRADE.

For more info.
920-609-3287

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a

fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today! 1-888-
686-1458 (WCAN)

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom

bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,

we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply. 

Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24

1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)
PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC home standby

generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 7-year warranty

w/qualifying purchase*. Call
1-877-626-1009 today to

schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power

move. (WCAN)
REPLACE YOUR ROOF

w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from

Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & 
multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to

50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,

health 
workers & 1st responders)

Call Erie Metal Roofs 
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as 

little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No

Payments & No 
Interest for 18 months for

customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many

options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior &
Military 

Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850

(WCAN)
THINKING ABOUT

INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design 

consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 

1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on

installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

p (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that

fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &

Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!

Publishers 
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737

www.pdsadnet.com

HOME GROWN BEEF No
Implants, 1/4s $2.80/lb 1/2
$2.75/lb Mar Process 
715-470-0458

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

Classified advertising at it's
best. Reach over 250,000

homes in 
northeast WI and Upper

Michigan. Place your ad in
over 20

newspapers/shoppers. Just
go to

www.greatnorthernconn.com.
Fast, easy and affordable.

COLLECTORS GUN SHOW
Mar 16 & 17 - HS Gym

Cornell
Sat. 8am-5pm, Sun 9am-3pm

ATTN: TRUE
COLLECTORS!

This show will host modern
guns & also a

LARGE percentage of High
End 

Collectible Guns!
Winchesters, Drillings, Colts,

Smith & several more.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

FOR THIS SPECIAL SHOW
Info 563-608-4401 Marv

Kraus

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS

13 week old
POMERANIANS PUPS UTD

shots, dewormed, vet
checked $375 715-644-8077

AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPS Shots Vet chkd, Can
Deliv $650 715-255-2661

#269146

AKC GREAT PYRENEES
PUPPIES

8 weeks old! shots/wormed
$400 920-404-9094 call/text
AKC REG COCKER SPAN

PUPS! 50% OFF! 2 Rescues
avail $300! Sweet Adorable
Pets! Shots 920-563-3410

mornings (#268588) (WCAN)
AUSSIE PUPS Blue Eyed

Merles & Tris Family Raised
Super Friendly $300-$500

715-250-2793

CAVAPOO PUPPIES
Born 12-8-23 3-Males 2-

Females vet checked
dewormed shots, $300

No Sunday Sales
715-267-6887

FOR SALE PEMBROKE
WELSH CORGI PUPS DOB

Jan. 8, 2024 Blue Merles
Males & Females Cute 
608-387-6911 for pics

German Shepherd Pups
$600; Dachshund M-$600

F-$800;
Cavaliers $800

Call/Text 715-316-2617

MINI COCK-A-POOS Hypo-
allergenic, Non-shed,

shots/vet F-$600, M-$500;
PUREBRED REG COCKER

SPANIEL PUPPIES 
715-758-2433

POMERANIANS APRI
CERTIFIED PEDIGREES

Show prospects, Friendly Vet
chk,

Health Guar. $750 
715-654-5149

PUREBRED BOXER PUPS
Flashy Brindle & Fawn
Shots UTD Ready Now!

$300
715-701-1473

Red Moyen Poodle & Mini 
Goldendoodle Pups $550

20-25 lbs (LC 466789) 
715-409-0533

REG CAVALIER PUPPIES
shots, vet checked, health

cert. Ready now $600 
715-965-4060

SAMOYED PUPS Cute and
fluffy,

Papered and Vet Checked
$998 509-936-3141

SILVER LABRADOODLES
non-shed shots/wormed

$300. Ready to Go! 
715-660-1085

BBOOAABBOOAATTSS//WWTTSS//WWAAAATTEERRTTEERR
BOATS*BOATS*BOATS
Pontoons, Runabouts &
Fishing Boats, 14-28 ft.

Huge Heated Showroom.
Horn Ford - Marine, Hwy 10,

Brillion 1-800-261-4676
www.HornFord.com

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support

our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car

Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,

Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost

vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax

credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at! 
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home internet

with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,

no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up

to 300 GB. 
Call 844-223-7265 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier 

Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're

home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long

Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 

1-855-491-0732 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental 
Information Kit with all the

details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,

sports, & local 
channels. 99% signal

reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.

HBO Max & Premium 
Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No 

annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.

Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus

over 40 regional & specialty
networks included. NFL,

College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,

Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply Call 

DIRECTV 1-888-925-9452
(WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease

customers! Limited Time
Call 1-844-829-5070

(WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR

disease are leading causes
of death, according to the

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or
early detection! 

Contact Life Line Screening
to 

schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings

for just $149! Call 
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text

& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.

Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100%

U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call 

1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)
Switch to DISH Get up to a
$300 gift card! Plus get the

Multisport pack
included for a limited time!

Hurry, call for details: 
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE

INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

VVaaccaattiioonn//
LLaakkee  PPrrooppeerrttyy

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare

Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in

2019. Get FREE
informational package &

learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE 

consultations. Over 450
positive 

reviews. CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

MMIISSCC  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCC  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

MMIISSCC  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCC  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS

VVeehhiicclleess..

Dial
715-526-6188
to advertise here

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)

and/or the member
publications review ads to

the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many 

unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO

BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a 

complaint regarding an ad,
please 

contact The Department of
Trade, Agriculture &

Consumer Protection 
1-800-422-7128 (WCAN)
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Bradley J. Kabble

Bradley J. Kabble, 52, of the Town of Deer Creek, 
passed away Friday, Feb. 9, 2024.

Eberhardt-Stevenson Funeral Home and Crematory, 
Clintonville.

Verna M. Albert
Verna M. Albert, 92, of 

Clintonville, passed away 
on Thursday, Feb. 8, 2024.

Eberhardt-Stevenson 
Funeral Home and Crema-
tory, Clintonville.

William ‘Bill’ Cantwell
William “Bill” 

Cantwell, 89, passed away 
peacefully on Friday, Feb. 
16, 2024.

Bill was born on Jan. 
20, 1935, in Shawano. He 
was the son of the late Dr. 
Arthur and Alice (Davis) 
Cantwell Sr. Bill attended 
school in Shawano and 
graduated from Shawano 
High School in 1953. He 
attended the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison 
where he received a bach-
elor of science degree. 

Bill served 
in the U.S. 
Navy as an 
officer on 
an admi-
ral’s joint 
staff in 

Taipei, Taiwan. Later he 
was assigned to a land-
ing craft as part of the 
amphibious fleet head-
quartered in San Diego, 
California.

Upon finishing his 
time in the Navy, Bill 
returned to Madison 
and earned a pharmacy 
degree. On June 27, 1964, 
he was united in mar-
riage to Kathryn “Cassy” 
Schauder at the First 
Presbyterian Church in 
Shawano. Bill was a com-
munity pharmacist for 51 
years in the Shawano and 
Green Bay area. Most of 
those years he worked at 
the Clinic Pharmacy in 
Shawano and then later 
in his career at Dreier 
Pharmacy. Bill loved his 
pharmacy customers; he 
called people by their 
name, tried to cheer them 
with a kind word or joke, 
or offered some of his 
sage advice.

Bill served as Boy 
Scout leader and as the 
Scoutmaster of Troop 32 
in Shawano for four years 
while his sons were in 
Scouts and was a loyal 
supporter for many years 
beyond that. For his 
leadership and support, 
he was awarded the Silver 
Beaver award. In 2015, the 
Shawano County Com-
mission on Aging rec-
ognized Bill as a Living 
Treasure.

He was a member of 
the Shawano Optimist 
Club, Shawano Jaycees, 
United Way, chamber of 
commerce board and the 
Presbyterian Church of 
Shawano. Bill enjoyed 
horseback riding, garden-
ing, reading, birdwatch-
ing, playing piano, travel-
ing, and he mastered 
making Special K bars for 
family and friends.

Bill is survived by his 
wife of 59 years, Cassy; 
children, Jane (David) 

Schmidt of Burlington, 
Wisconsin, William 
Cantwell of Minnetonka, 
Minnesota, and Cur-
tis (Colleen) Cantwell 
of Mendota Heights, 
Minnesota; grandchil-
dren, Daniel (Delaney) 
Schmidt, Ally (Jared) 
Perry, John Schmidt, 
Elena Cantwell, Lily 
Cantwell, Gus Cantwell, 
Charlie Cantwell and Leo 
Cantwell; siblings, Dr. 
John (Marilyn) Cantwell 
of Atlanta, Georgia, and 
Sally (Tom) Basting of 
Milwaukee; and sister-
in-law, Carol Cantwell. 
He is further survived 
by several nieces, neph-
ews, other relatives and 
friends.

Bill is preceded in 
death by his brother, Dr. 
Arthur Allen Cantwell Jr., 
and parents, Arthur Sr. 
and Alice.

Bill’s passion was to 
care for the environment, 
He planted numerous 
trees, recycled before re-
cycling became popular, 
fed the birds and never 
took a walk without pick-
ing up some garbage.

You can honor his 
memory by doing the 
same.

A memorial service for 
Bill will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, March 2, 
2024, at the First Presby-
terian Church in Shawano 
with the Rev. Debbie 
Pagels officiating. Visita-
tion will be held at the 
church on Saturday from 
10 a.m. am until the time 
of service. Memorials 
may be given to the Bay 
Lakes Council Boy Scouts 
of America or to the First 
Presbyterian Church of 
Shawano.

Inurnment will be at 
Woodlawn Cemetery in 
Shawano.

The family would like 
to extend a special thank 
you to the Cottages As-
sisted Living, Heartland 
Hospice, Dr. Schlais of 
ThedaCare and Dr. Carrie 
Chapman of Heart and 
Vascular for the care they 
provided.

www.swedbergfuneral-
home.com

OBITUARIES

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Lock on legislative 

control un-American
To the editor:

In a democracy, the 
will of the people is sup-
posed to be the law of the 
land. But what if elected 
representatives focus more 
on their own desire for 
control and power than 
their responsibility to the 
people they are supposed 
to represent?

Rigged gerrymandered 
maps in Wisconsinhave re-
sulted in majority control 
of the state legislature by 
Republicans for a decade, 
even when statewide elec-
tions often favor Demo-
cratic candidates. Finally 
the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court has stepped in and 
said, “Enough!” Now the 
court is in the process 
of helping establish new 
district lines to make our 
maps more fair, responsive 
and reflective of the will of 
the people.

Over this past decade, 
Wisconsin’s Republican-
gerrymandered control has 
left many important citizen 
priorities ignored.

For example, Republi-
cans voted down receiv-

ing $1.6 billion from the 
federal government in a 
spiteful refusal of “Obam-
acare” Affordable Care Act 
Medicaid expansion. To 
date, Wisconsin remains 
one of only 10 states refus-
ing to participate.

Again, if some Repub-
licans would have joined 
Democrats after the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned 
Roe, Wisconsin women 
would still have access to 
reproductive health care, 
instead of being forced to 
travel to other states, or 
worse, reverting to “the 
old ways” of dangerous, 
unhealthy and illegal abor-
tions.

Governor Evers has 
declared 2024 “The Year 
of The Worker” in recog-
nition of the hard work 
and dedication of work-
ers across the state. Part 
of the plan: an increase 
to the minimum wage. 
This year, almost half the 
states in the nation are 
increasing their minimum 
wage — to between $10 
and $17 an hour. Wiscon-
sin’s minimum wage has 
been $7.25 since 2008. Will 
Republican legislators 
show any support for even 
this one signature goal of 

the Democratic governor’s 
plan? Or will they stand 
in lockstep against it in a 
show of party solidarity 
and control? Let’s watch 
and find out.

Democracy does not re-
quire our legislators to be 
of one mind and inflexible 
on policy 100% of the time. 
In fact, it is built into our 
American form of govern-
ment that we have healthy 
debate on issues. But, if 
one party attempts to “cor-
ner the market” on control 
of the government, when 
do we start calling it for 
what it is – authoritarian 
rule? A lock on legislative 
control is not the Ameri-
can way. Fair maps can’t 
come soon enough.

Jan Koch, Shawano

To the editor:
Last December, Don-

ald Trump responded 
to a question from Putin 
lover Sean Hannity if he 
would abuse his power 
on anybody or anything. 
Trump suggested he would 
be comfortable being a 
dictator to deliver on some 
of his campaign prom-

ises, such as securing the 
southern border. Trump’s 
challenges with the truth, 
his disregard for the rule 
of law and his continued 
campaign of misinfor-
mation about the 2020 
election make it hard to 
dismiss his dictator com-
ment as an idle threat.

Most recently, he has 
tried to derail the efforts of 
serious legislators to pass 
a bipartisan bill to improve 
our broken immigration 
system and secure our 
southern border, having 
been agreed to by both 
parties. Why would the 
GOP’s champion to secure 
the southern border try 
to kill the bill? Perhaps 
because Trump needs 
the southern border as a 
political wedge issue to get 
reelected and really isn’t 
all that interested in solv-
ing the border crisis.

To me, that sounds 
more like the tactics of 
an authoritarian dicta-
tor than a champion for 
democracy. Perhaps the 
rise of a dictator to power 
in America, sadly and for 
fear of abandoning democ-
racy, isn’t as crazy as it 
once sounded.
Edward Johnson, Clintonville

Don’t dismiss 
‘dictator’ comment

NWTC gets grants to reduce energy consumption
Northeast Wisconsin 

Technical College has 
been awarded nearly 
$300,000 to reduce energy 
consumption and drive 
positive environmental 
impact within the com-
munity.

Wisconsin’s Office of 
Energy Innovation be-
stowed a $250,000 grant 
upon NWTC through the 
Energy Innovation Grant 
Program, while an addi-
tional $20,000 grant was 
provided by the Wisconsin 
Public Service Foundation.

NWTC is utilizing the 
funds to initiate a battery 
storage system dedicated 
to storing and renewable 
solar energy for its Great 
Lakes Energy Education 
Center.

Additionally, this bat-
tery system will be inte-
grated into the curriculum, 
providing students with 
training in the mainte-
nance and troubleshooting 
of cutting-edge technol-
ogy.

“We appreciate the con-
tinued support of our com-
munity partners and their 
confidence in the transfor-
mation of technical educa-
tion,” said Howard Herrild, 
associate dean of trades 
and engineering technolo-
gies. “With this grant, we 
are not just investing in 
education, we are invest-
ing in a legacy of environ-
mental stewardship and 
empowering professionals 
who will shape the future 
of sustainability.”

Studies show that Wis-
consin consumes almost 
six times as much energy 
as the state produces — 
and a third of that energy 
is used by businesses in-
dustries. To meet industry 
needs, the job market for 

solar energy in Wisconsin 
is projected to more than 
triple by 2030.

NWTC is the only tech-
nical institution in Wis-
consin to offer a compre-
hensive training program 
within solar energy. Pro-
viding real-world training 
and swift entry into the job 
market, technical educa-
tion plays a crucial role 
in fulfilling the needs for 
one of the fastest growing 
careers on the planet.

“The demand for skilled 
workers in this industry 
has never been more 
critical — we just cannot 
graduate students fast 
enough,” said John Hip-
pensteel, NWTC solar 

energy instructor. “As 
solar power becomes an 
integral part of our future, 
these trained professionals 
play a vital role in harness-
ing its potential. That’s 
why it’s so important for 
our students to receive 
cutting-edge training so 
they are not only proficient 
in their field, but innova-
tors empowered to create 
a positive change.”

NWTC has consistently 
demonstrated a dedication 
to sustainability and en-
vironmental stewardship. 
The college is on the verge 
of achieving its goal to 
reduce its carbon footprint 
60% by 2030.

Some of the major 

milestones in this effort in-
clude offering sustainable 
sourced food, creating a 
half-acre pollinator habitat, 
expanding electric fleet ve-
hicles, and receiving Tree 
Campus USA designation.

“While it’s crucial for 
technical colleges to train 
these skilled professionals, 
it’s equally about fostering 
a commitment to sustain-
able practices,” Hippen-
steel said. “This battery 
system is a step towards 
an overall journey that 
NWTC is taking to build 
a brighter future. After all, 
who wouldn’t want to live 
on the power of sunshine?”

Visit nwtc.edu to learn 
more.

A Northeast Wisconsin Technical College student works on a solar panel.� CONTRIBUTED
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COURT NEWS
• Mashaquit Waupeke-

nay, 34, Keshena, pleaded no 
contest Feb. 12 to fleeing an of-
ficer in his vehicle, possession 
of methamphetamine, eight 
counts of felony bail jumping, 
and misdemeanor charges 
of operating a motor vehicle 
while under the influence 
(first offense), two counts 
of causing injury while OWI 
and two counts of possession 
of drug paraphernalia. Judge 
William Kussel Jr. withheld 
sentence and placed him on 
four years of probation for the 
drug charges. For the traffic 
convictions, Kussel sentenced 
Waupekenay to 15 months in 
jail with Huber work-release 
privileges, revoked his driver’s 
license for 24 months, and 
levied fines and other court 
costs.

• Aaron L. Jacobs, 34, 
Green Bay, pleaded no contest 
Feb. 12 to two counts of bat-
tery or threat to a law officer, 

battery by prisoners, throwing 
or discharging bodily fluid 
at a public safety officer or 
prosecutor, and two misde-
meanor counts each of lewd 
and lascivious behavior, resist-
ing or obstructing an officer, 
and disorderly conduct. Judge 
Katherine Sloma sentenced 
him to two years in county jail 
already served and levied fines 
and court costs.

• Michael L. Alloway, 26, 
Suamico, had his probation 
revoked Dec. 18 for misap-
propriating ID information to 
avoid penalty, possession of 
THC (second or subsequent of-
fense), six counts of felony bail 
jumping and a misdemeanor 
charge of operating a motor 
vehicle while his license was 
revoked. Sloma sentenced him 
Feb. 12 to nine months in jail.

• Kelly P. Grzybowski, 29, 
pleaded no contest Feb. 12 to 
two counts of battery or threat 
to a law officer, two counts of 

battery by prisoners, 11 counts 
of felony bail jumping and a 
misdemeanor count of resisting 
or obstructing an officer. Kussel 
sentenced him to three years 
in prison, followed by six years 
of extended supervision with 
conditions.

• Monty L. Beauprey, 40, 
Wausau, pleaded guilty Feb. 14 
to fleeing an officer in his ve-
hicle and two counts of second-
degree recklessly endangering 
safety. Sloma sentence him to 
three years in prison followed 
by five years of extended su-
pervision concurrent to a prison 
term he is already serving.

• Shyla L. Vele, 32, Bowler, 
was charged Feb. 12 with two 
counts of felony bail jumping 
and a misdemeanor count of 
disorderly conduct. Kussel set a 
$500 cash bond and scheduled 
a preliminary hearing for Feb. 
19.

• Andrew W. Kizaur, 28, 
Seymour, was charged Feb. 12 

with strangulation and suffoca-
tion, false imprisonment, and 
misdemeanor counts of battery 
and disorderly conduct. Kussel 
set a $3,500 cash bond and 
scheduled a preliminary hear-
ing for Feb. 20.

• Joshua J. Emmer, 36, 
Tigerton, was charged Feb. 12 
with criminal damage to prop-
erty and disorderly conduct. 
Kussel set a $500 cash bond 
and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for Feb. 21.

• Gary W. Wetzel, 56, 
Cecil, was charged Feb. 12 
with operating a motor vehicle 
while intoxicated (fifth or sixth 
offense). Sloma set a $3,000 
cash bond and scheduled a 
preliminary hearing for Feb. 19.

• Thomas J. Smitala, 59, 
Wisconsin Rapids, was charged 
Feb. 12 with two counts of 
felony bail jumping and misde-
meanor counts of battery and 
disorderly conduct. Kussel set 
a $1,000 cash bond and sched-

uled a preliminary hearing for 
Feb. 21.

• Ryan J. Waukau, 24, Kes-
hena, was charged Feb. 13 with 
taking and driving a vehicle 
without the owner’s consent. 
Kussel set a $5,000 cash bond 
and scheduled a status confer-
ence for March 18.

• Felicia D. Beaulieu-Mor-
gan, 25, Neopit, was charged 
Feb. 14 with felony bail jumping 
and a misdemeanor count of 
possession of THC. Kussel set a 
$500 cash bond and scheduled 
a status conference for March 
18.

• Christopher J. Keuschel, 
41, Shawano, was charged Feb. 
14 with criminal damage to 
property and a misdemeanor 
count of disorderly conduct. 
Kussel set a $5,000 signature 
bond and scheduled a status 
conference for April 2.

• Elizabeth A. Bullock, 21, 
Bonduel, was charged Feb. 14 
with felony bail jumping. Kussel 

set a $2,500 signature bond 
and scheduled a competency 
hearing for April 22.

• Samual B. Bullock, 20, 
Bonduel, was charged Feb. 
14 with felony bail jumping. 
Kussel set a $500 cash bond 
and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for Feb. 22.

• Sue A. Miller, 57, Shawano, 
was charged Feb. 15 with pos-
session of methamphetamine. 
Kussel set a $2,500 signature 
bond and scheduled a status 
conference for May 7.

• Angelina D. Yellow, 32, 
Keshena, was charged Feb. 15 
with possession of narcotic 
drugs, possession of meth-
amphetamine, nine counts of 
misdemeanor bail jumping, and 
misdemeanor counts of resist-
ing or obstructing an officer, 
possession of THC and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. 
Kussel set a $500 cash bond 
and scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for Feb. 23.

PUBLIC RECORD
SHAWANO 

COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT

Feb. 18
Deputies responded 

to 32 incidents, including 
operating without a license on 
South Warrington Avenue in 
Cecil; harassment at Shawano 
County Jail, 405 N. Main St., 
Shawano; property theft on 
Pioneer Drive in the Town of 
Wescott; animal bite on Center 
Road in the Town of Hartland; 
restraining order violation on 
U.S. Highway 45 in Tigerton; 
operating without a license on 
South Main Street in Shawano; 
noise on state Highway 156 in 
the Town of Lessor; drugs on 
Balsam Row Road in the Town 
of Wescott; juvenile alcohol at 
Big Time Sports, W6014 Lake 
Drive in the Town of Wescott; 
two 911 calls; one reckless driv-
ing incident.
Feb. 17

Deputies responded to 
33 incidents, including drugs 
on Lake Drive in the Town 
of Wescott; bail jumping on 
Second Street in Mattoon; 
operating without a license 
on state Highway 22 in the 
Town of Wescott; burglary on 
First Street in Mattoon; fraud 
on Lake Drive in the Town of 
Wescott; bail jumping on North 
First Street in Bonduel; juvenile 
alcohol on Olson Road in the 
Town of Green Valley; one 

reckless driving incident; three 
crashes.
Feb. 16

Deputies responded to 38 
incidents, including repos-
session on North Warrington 
Avenue in Cecil; shoplifting at 
Mattoon Market, 1017 Fourth 
St., Mattoon; noise on Cedar 
Street in Tigerton; vehicle theft 
on Hummingbird Road in the 
Town of Birnamwood; harass-
ment on state Highway 22 in 
Cecil; fraud on state Highway 
22 in Cecil; found property 
at Shawano County Jail, 405 
N. Main St., Shawano; ATV 
problem on Ash Circle in the 
Town of Wescott; scam on 
County Road M in the Town of 
Wittenberg; property theft on 
Cedar Street in Eland; operat-
ing without a license on South 
Warrington Avenue in Cecil; 
property theft on Hiawatha 
Court in the Town of Wescott; 
two 911 calls; two reckless driv-
ing incidents; one crash.
Feb. 15

Deputies responded to 36 
incidents, including trespassing 
at Ho-Chunk Casino, N7198 
U.S. Highway 45 in the Town of 
Wittenberg; fraud on County 
Road S in the Town of Angelica; 
threatening on state Highway 
156 in the Town of Lessor; 
scam on Belle Plaine Avenue in 
the Town of Belle Plaine; found 
property on County Road Y in 
the Town of Belle Plaine; tres-
passing on North Warrington 

Avenue in Cecil; operating 
while intoxicated on County 
Road M in the Town of Pella; 
one 911 call; seven crashes, one 
involving deer.
Feb. 14

Deputies responded to 39 
incidents, including bail jump-
ing on East Green Bay Street in 
Bonduel; property theft on Lake 
Road in the Town of Almon; 
assisting with a fire on Burma 
Road in the Town of Grant; a 
warrant at the Menominee 
Tribal Jail, W3293 Wolf River 
Drive, Keshena; assisting with 
a fire on state Highway 55 
in the Town of Maple Grove; 
property theft on Red Oak Lane 
in the Town of Wittenberg; one 
911 call; one reckless driving 
incident; two traffic hazards; 
two crashes.
Feb. 13

Deputies responded to 33 
incidents, including criminal 
damage on Lake Crest Drive in 
the Town of Wescott; repos-
session on County Road D in 
the Town of Almon; operating 
without a license on Lake Drive 
in the Town of Wescott; drugs 
at Kwik Trip, 102 W. Express 
Way, Bonduel; warrant on Lake 
Drive in the Town of Wescott; 
operating while intoxicated on 
North Airport Road in the Town 
of Wescott; drugs on state 
Highway 22 in the Town of 
Belle Plaine; operating without 
a license on U.S. Highway 45 in 
the Town of Aniwa; bail jump-

ing on East Railroad Street in 
Bowler; operating while intoxi-
cated on state Highway 160 in 
the Town of Maple Grove; two 
reckless driving incidents; one 
traffic hazard; two crashes, one 
involving deer.
Feb. 12

Deputies responded to 36 
incidents, including operating 
while intoxicated on Lake Drive 
in the Town of Wescott; war-
rant at the Shawano County 
Courthouse, 311 N. Main St.; 
operating without a license 
on North Avenue in Mattoon; 
property theft on Madison 
Way in Shawano; assisting with 
a fire on North Ellms Street in 
Wittenberg; operating without 
a license on state Highway 
29 in the Town of Belle Plaine; 
trespassing on Hiawatha 
Court in the Town of Wescott; 
operating without a license at 
The Pad, 221 N. Airport Drive, 
Shawano; operating without 
a license on state Highway 29 
in the Town of Hartland; one 
911 call; one reckless driving 
incident; one crash.

SHAWANO POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Feb. 18
Officers responded to 

12 incidents, including drug 
offenses at Kwik Trip, 1241 E. 
Green Bay St.; property theft 
on East Green Bay Street; 
warrant arrest on East Center 
Street; warrant arrest on South 
Main Street; operating without 
a license on state Highway 

47-55 in the Town of Wescott; 
trespassing on South Main 
Street.
Feb. 17

Officers responded to 17 
incidents, including property 
theft on South Andrews Street; 
shoplifting at Charlie’s County 
Market, 521 S. Main St.; bail 
jumping at Safe Haven, 380 
Lakeland Road; operating while 
intoxicated on Waukechon 
Street.
Feb. 16

Officers responded to 20 
incidents, including two juve-
nile problem calls at Shawano 
Community Middle School, 
1050 S. Union St.; scam at 
Ollie’s Flowers, 129 N. Main St.; 
vehicle crash on South Main 
Street; vehicle theft on East 
Richmond Street; property 
theft on South Main Street; 
hit-and-run on East Green Bay 
Street; drug offenses on East 
Lieg Avenue.
Feb. 15

Officers responded to 25 
incidents, including noise on 
South Smalley Street; bail 
jumping at Ole Town Tap, 115 
N. Main St.; tobacco problem 
at Shawano Community High 
School, 220 County Road B; ha-
rassment on East Fifth Street; 
reckless driving on East Green 
Bay Street; threatening at 
People’s Express North, 1381 E. 
Green Bay St.; drug offenses at 
Shawano Police Department, 
125 S. Sawyer St.; vehicle crash 
with personal injury on County 
Road BE.

Feb. 14
Officers responded to 26 

incidents, including a juvenile 
runaway at an undisclosed 
location; drug offenses on 
South Sawyer Street; vehicle 
crash with property damage on 
North Main Street; threaten-
ing at an undisclosed location; 
drug offenses at Shawano 
Community High School, 220 
County Road B; bicycle com-
plaint at the Mountain Bay 
Trail; reckless driving at Sha-
wano Community High School, 
220 County Road B; juvenile 
problem at an undisclosed 
location; juvenile problem on 
South Union Street.
Feb. 13

Officers responded to 19 
incidents, including noise on 
Humphrey Circle; reckless 
driving on state Highway 
47-55 in the Town of Wescott; 
two juvenile problem calls at 
Shawano Community Middle 
School, 1050 S. Union St.; 
reckless driving on East Green 
Bay Street; juvenile problem 
at Olga Brener Intermediate 
School, 1300 S. Union St.; 
shoplifting at Kwik Trip, 1241 E. 
Green Bay St.
Feb. 12

Officers responded to 15 
incidents, including a juvenile 
problem at Shawano Com-
munity Middle School, 1050 S. 
Union St.; warrant at CoVan-
tage Credit Union, 911 E. Green 
Bay St.; reckless driving on 
Waukechon Street; juvenile 
problem on South Union Street.
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Does sturgeon spearing law 
need warm-weather clause?

Long-time sturgeon 
spearers and residents 
living around Lake Win-
nebago have never seen a 
sturgeon season like this 
one and hope they never 
see another.

The worst ice condi-
tions in modern spearing 
history didn’t stop a few 
from getting on world’s 
largest lake sturgeon fish-
ery and bringing a few of 
these prehistoric fish to the 
snowless ice.

If such an unprec-
edented preseason warm 
snap returns to Winnebago 
and the upriver lakes in a 
future year, can anything 
be done to postpone the 
season’s start or other-
wise prevent a potential 
tragedy?

That solution depends 
on the state legislature, 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources staff 
says.

The legislature sets sea-
son dates and other regula-
tions on tagging distribu-
tion and more, so they are 
the ones who would need 
to take action.

“We’re sort of entering 
new territory,” said Tom 
Meronek, fisheries team 
supervisor for the DNR 
office in Oshkosh. “If we 
were told to work on that 
(regulations changes), we 
would work on that. It’s 
not our job to ensure the 
ice is safe. They are getting 
out safely.”

Meronek and most ice 
fishermen agree that there 
is never ice that’s guaran-
teed safe. Even in the cold-
est winter, portions of Lake 
Winnebago typically have 
cracks with open water, 
areas of thin ice near cur-
rents and air pockets. Local 
clubs typically plow the 
snow to create roads for 
the spearers, install metal 
bridges over the cracks and 
mark dangerous ice spots 
with discarded Christmas 
trees.

This year, there was 
no snow to plow, and the 
ice was too thin to drive 
on with pickup trucks and 
other heavy-duty vehicles. 
ATVs were used to move 
some shanties in just a few 
areas, while most spearers 

opted for hauling light-
weight fabric hub blinds 
or tents in sleds pulled by 
hand.

That’s what Heather 
Klein and her husband, 
Scott Klein, of North Fond 
du Lac did. She waited 
nine years to finally draw 
a coveted upriver lakes 
tag, where shallower water 
(normally 6-7 feet, com-
pared to 10-15 feet on Win-
nebago) makes seeing and 
spearing fish easier. The 
success rate for upriver 
lakes spearers is more than 
60%, while it’s under 10% 
on the big lake.

Because spearers are 
more successful on Lake 
Poygan and the other 
upriver lakes, the DNR 
only issues these tags after 
individuals have applied 
for typically eight or nine 
seasons and accumulated 
preference points. There 
are no limits on tags issued 
for Winnebago because of 
the low harvest rate.

By state law, the stur-
geon spearing season starts 
on the second Saturday in 
February and continues for 
16 days or until any of the 
sex-specific harvest quotas 
are reached. The upriver 
lakes and Winnebago have 
separate quotas (as well 
as an overall systemwide 
quota), so it’s typical for 
upriver lakes spearers to 
end their season in just a 
few days. Meronek said 
the upriver quota is set 
so spearers take about 5% 
of the overall 40,000-fish 
population.

Spearers typically take 
702 (2021) to 783 (2023) 
fish for the entire system 
on opening weekend, but 
this year it was just 122 fish, 
Meronek said.

With fewer spearers 
and fewer fish taken, could 
the season be extended 
this year or upriver lakes 
tag recipients be reissued 
tags next year? Not without 
legislative changes, he 

explained.
“We have no way to 

cancel or delay a season 
to the following year,” he 
said.

Reissuing upriver 
lakes tags the following 
year would potentially 
double the normal 500-tag 
limit there, likely creating a 
shorter season and pos-
sibly exceeding the harvest 
quota in a day or two, he 
added.

Heather Klein has 
speared for 16 years, enter-
ing the Wisconsin tradition 
because of her husband. 
She’s seen small fish swim 
past her shack’s hole on 
Winnebago, but this is her 
first time on Poygan. Scott 
got her set up there on 
opening weekend, but the 
gear was reinvented to ac-
commodate the thinner ice 
(about 10 inches during the 
first week, Heather Klein 
said). A few used ATVs to 
move their gear, but most 
just went on foot, as she 
did, walking more than a 
half mile one way.

Scott Klein came up 
with a way to hold the 
spear over the hole, using 
a curtain rod and a support 
arm stuck in the ice. Stur-
geon spears have heavy 
steel heads, much to heavy 
to hold for the 7 a.m. to 1 
p.m. daily spearing hours. 

Ross Bielema is a freelance writer from 
New London and owner of Wolf River 

Concealed Carry LLC. Readers can contact 
him at Ross@wolfriverccw.com

Ross Ross 
BielemaBielema
ColumnistColumnist
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I know of something 
amazing that should be in 
the newspaper! I should 

drop them a line at
news@newmedia-wi.com


	SHA0223_001
	SHA0223_002
	SHA0223_003
	SHA0223_004
	SHA0223_005
	SHA0223_006
	SHA0223_007
	SHA0223_008
	SHA0223_009
	SHA0223_010
	SHA0223_011
	SHA0223_012
	SHA0223_013
	SHA0223_014
	SHA0223_015
	SHA0223_016
	SHA0223_017
	SHA0223_018
	SHA0223_019
	SHA0223_020
	SHA0223_021
	SHA0223_022
	SHA0223_023
	SHA0223_024
	0223 Comics

