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Enjoy every hunting opportunity you get
Avid hunters can be in the 

woods for several months a year if 
they wanted to.

Take deer 
hunting for 
instance. The 
archery and 
crossbow sea-
son begins in 
mid-September 
and runs into 
January. 

There’s a 
youth hunt in 
early October 
before the gun 
seasons kick in.

The nine-day gun season is in 
late November, while muzzle-
loader season is in late November 
and early December. There’s also 
antlerless hunting opportunities in 
December.

That’s a lot of opportunities to 
hunt and successfully harvest a 
deer, but there’s also some hunters 
that can only get out a few days a 
year.

Whether you get to hunt several 

days a week or several times a year, 
it’s important to try and enjoy ev-
ery minute of hunting you can get.

Filling a tag is the goal, but not 
filling them can really wear a per-
son out, especially if you are able to 
hunt plenty of times. 

I’ve found that the best way to 
view punching tags is as the ulti-
mate high of hunting.

Not every time out in the woods 
is supposed to result in a harvest 
and punched tag. It’s called hunt-
ing, and not killing or harvesting, 
for a reason.

The next highest success of a 
hunt is simply seeing the target ani-
mal — or any form of wildlife.

There’s a chance to see everyday 
wildlife like squirrels or rabbits, 
but getting away from town and 
the rest of civilization can also turn 
into encounters with things like 
bears, coyotes or wolves.

So what happens when you get 
skunked on a hunt and see a whole 
lot of nothing? It’s easy to get 
frustrated after those hunts, so I’ve 
tried to find any sources of happi-

ness I can.
It could be listening to the 

woods wake up and hearing birds 
start chirping as the sun rises. 

It could be just taking in the 
natural beauty the outdoors pro-
vides. 

Sometimes, hunting is just a 
chance to take a breather from your 
everyday life. 

I’ve found that perfectly calm 
days in the woods is one of the 
most relaxing things.

Personally, I’ve had a wide array 
of deer hunts this year.

There’s been a few days that 
have resulted in seeing several deer 
and a couple that ended with no 
sightings at all. 

Through it all, I’ve been able to 
walk out of the woods with a smile 
on my face.

On deer-less hunts, it was a 
chance take a break from work 
while taking in the sights and 

sounds of the woods. Hunts with 
deer encounters were just a bonus. 
I’m still waiting for the ultimate 
high of hunting and being able to 
fill a tag.

Hopefully, I’ll be able to fill a tag 
or two, but really I’m just looking 
forward to the next time I can hit 
the woods again.

Before you know it, the season 
will have come to an end and then 
we’ll just be left dreaming of the 
year to come.

So whether you get the chance 
to embark on hunts several times 
the rest of the year, or only get out 
once more, do whatever you can to 
enjoy the hunt.

Enjoy the beauty of the outdoors 
and the sights, sounds and smells it 
provides. 

If you see the animal you’re 
after, that’s a great day. 

If you’re able to fill a tag, enjoy it 
all and cherish every second of the 
harvest.

MORGAN RODE

Morgan Rode is the sports editor for NEW Media. 
Readers can contact him at sports@newmedia-wi.com.

ONLINE
More outdoor news can be read online at www.

newmedia-wi.com.
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You’ve purchased a top-notch deer 
rifle with a scope to match. You have 
the best clothing, knife, backpack, ATV 
and pickup truck that money can buy. 
Leave out one important item and your 
hunt is done.

If you’ll been looking for ammo the 
past few years, you’ve probably been 
frustrated and angry. We all faced this 
problem at least once or twice before, 
but since the pandemic began, rounds 
of hunting ammo have been as scarce 
as the elusive Turdy Point Buck.

If you need a reason, there are plen-
ty to choose from. Ammunition factory 
workers were sent home for a few 
months at the height of the pandemic 
in 2020, but most are back to work 
now and those plants are cranking out 
cartridges around the clock, according 
to industry sources.

Yes, Remington went bankrupt, 
filing for Chapter 11 protection for the 
second time on July 27, 2020, and a 
few months later, a judge divvied up 
the legendary company’s assets. Vista 
Outdoor Inc. paid $81.4 million for the 
ammunition portion of the business, 
and has been cranking out ammo 
almost from the start.

Record numbers of newcomers 
bought their first firearms in 2020 and 
2021, fearing both the spontaneous 
rioting we saw in towns from Seattle 
to Kenosha, and the promised gun 
control laws from President Joe Biden 
and his allies.

Local sporting goods store manag-
ers explained some of the ramifications 
of ammo shortages for deer hunters 
this fall as well as some of the other 

impacts it has had on other shoot-
ing sports. It’s also affected how they 
order ammo.

“The hunting ammo is very, very 
sparce right now,” said Seth Gylden-
vand, general manager at Dunham’s 
in Shawano. “I get a little and it’s gone 
almost immediately,” noting he had a 
small amount of .30-06 and .243 that 
flew off the shelves quickly. “We’ve 
had no 30-30 ammo in a year and no 
.270 in forever.”

His store, like so many chain stores 
in the state and country, have no real 
say in what’s coming in and simply 
take what they can get and sell it fast, 
often for two to four times the price it 
was prior to the pandemic.

At Butch’s Archery in rural Em-
barrass, which also sells new and 
used guns and ammo, manager Justin 
Steinke said he ordered about 10 times 
the normal amount of hunting ammo 
back in February and March, expecting 
to receive a fraction of his wholesale 
orders.

“I have not received 30-30 ammo 
for a year,” Steinke said. “I have more 
orders than I can pay for. We all know 
we are not going to get all we ordered. 
They are just not arriving.”

Some of his wholesalers will call 
him and say they can offer him a box 
of .30-06 here or three boxes of .308 
there, when he would normally receive 
multiple 10-box cases of ammo.

One major contributor of the 
ammo shortage, according to Steinke 
and many other experts in national 
firearms magazines, is hoarding. 
Whenever hunters and other shooters 
find ammo, they’ll buy it, even if they 
already have a good supply at home, 
Steinke noted.

“The consumers right now are their 
own worst enemies,” he said. “People 
need to stop buying it.”

Those who manage to find ammo 
they don’t really need immediately 
also sell it on national online sites like 
Gun Broker or Guns America, often 
making 300 or 400 percent profits. 
This has happened in past years with 
.22 Long Rifle and .223 ammo, which 
ironically now seem to be in relatively 
good supply.

Some small retailers have even 
bought ammo from customers to stock 
their shelves, and Steinke noted that 
rarely seen brands from foreign lands 
are now showing up, too. For example, 
he has some imported ammo called 
PPU in .308 soft point for about $24 
per box of 20, which he says is similar 
in quality to Remington’s Core-Lokt, 
an extremely popular hunting round.

“We are trying our best to hold our 
integrity with our prices,” he said.

Wholesalers continue to raise 
prices and retailers must follow suit 
to maintain profit margins. A box of 
Core-Lokt .300 Winchester Magnum 
loads that sold for $31 last year now 
wholesales for the same price, so he 
must charge $41.
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Ammo shortage means making every shot count
Prices for ammo 
have skyrocketed

By ROSS BIELEMA
Correspondent

This .308 Match ammo is among the few hunting ammunition choices recently at the Fleet Farm store in 
Oshkosh. Hunters have faced an extreme ammo shortage the past few years, searching far and wide for 
popular deer hunting rounds like the .30-06, .270, 30-30, .308, .243 and most others.� ROSS BIELEMA
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There’s a high-fence deer hunt-
ing ranch in rural Gillett that makes 
it easier for you to harvest the buck 
of a lifetime.

No matter what you think of 
hunting captive-bred trophies, 
there’s something even bigger hap-
pening at Apple Creek Whitetails 
that could one day dramatically 
reduce or even end the spread of 
CWD, according to operations man-
ager Jon Pieper.

When Chronic Wasting Disease 
showed up at the 1,500-acre hunting 
ranch and captive breeding opera-
tion in September 2016, it was the 
first time the disease was detected 
in Oconto County. A feeding and 
baiting ban was implemented that 
November.

The Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources normally 
requires deer farms or ranches with 
CWD to quickly kill and dispose of 
the entire herd, Pieper explained. 
But he and owner Scott Follett were 
able to convince the DNR to in-
stead allow research on the disease.

Now, scientists from Texas 
A&M, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and other researchers 
use the hunting ranch as a living 
laboratory, and they’ve already 
made some amazing progress, ac-
cording to Pieper.

For the past three to five years, 
Apple Creek has been using humic 
acid, a substance from decomposed 
rainforests that is collected in New 
Mexico, as both a deer food supple-
ment and as a top dressing on the 
land, he explained. Humic acid is 
the only known substance found to 
kill the prions, or CWD proteins, 
that thrive in soil contaminated by 
CWD-infected deer and are spread 
to others.

“This would be amazing for the 
entire white-tailed deer industry, as 
well as wild deer,” he said.

The other element of CWD 
research is isolating the genetic 

code of CWD-resistant deer on the 
ranch, using methods that were 
previously used to combat scrapie, 
a similar disease that affects sheep. 
Scrapie is also a prion-based fatal 
degenerative disease called a TSE 
(transmissible spongiform encepha-
lopathy).

The use of humic acid at Apple 
Creek seems to be working, Pieper 
said.

“We don’t see the physical ef-
fects on our deer,” he said, referring 
to the classic “wasting” symptoms 
(emaciation, dehydration, inability 
to stand).

Although the research is far 
from over, Pieper hopes for a day 
when humic acid can be applied to 
deer feed, and administered to wild 
deer by reversing the bans on bait-
ing and feeding of deer (currently 
banned in 57 counties). Oconto 
County has only captive CWD-pos-
itive deer, while Shawano County 
has both wild and captive CWD-
positive deer, according to a DNR 
map. Visit https://dnr.wisconsin.
gov/topic/hunt/bait.html to see the 
counties with baiting and feeding 
bans.

“We take the blame for CWD, 

Gillett hunting ranch makes 
antlered dreams come true

Apple Creek Whitetails 
also conducting 
ground-breaking  

CWD research
By ROSS BIELEMA

Correspondent

A whitetail buck lays in front of the Apple Creek Whitetails sign in Gillett.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

A whitetail buck stands in the woods on the Apple Creek Whitetails property in Gillett.
� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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but it was first found in wild elk,” 
he said.

Pieper added that there has 
never been a documented case of a 
human contracting CWD by eating 
CWD-infected meat.

Apple Creek offers three-day 
guided hunts for hunters of almost 
any age and ability. Pieper and his 
14 other guides have had clients as 
young as age 5, and seven of their 
37 stands (including heated box 
blinds as well as ladder or hang-
on stands and pop-up blinds) are 
handicapped-accessible.

When you pay $4,000 to $15,000 
for a hunt (the price is based on the 
scoring of the trophy you shoot), 
expect top-notch accommodations 
and meals.

Their lodge has six bedrooms, 
a Hillside Hideaway has three and 
a private cabin sleeps two. The 
leisurely hunt includes plenty of 
meals, time for sighting in your 
favorite rifle, bow, crossbow or 
muzzleloader, and relaxing. Meat 
processing is included, but the on-
site taxidermy service is extra.

The ranch can handle 10 to 12 
hunters at a time and sees about 
200 hunters per season. The hunt 
itinerary and testimonials are 
included on the ranch’s website at 
www.applecreekwhitetails.com.

The 100-acre captive breeding 
facility has about 30 generations 
of breeding “big on big.” Pieper 
said they maintain pedigrees on all 
their captive deer, much like prized 
hunting or show dogs. Although 
buck semen is bought and sold 
between other captive-breeding 
operations, it’s actually the does 
that carry the buck’s genetics. It 
can take three generations of breed-
ing to duplicate a giant buck from 
the past.

Pieper, who has been with the 
ranch for 11 years, said he’s gotten 
pretty good at judging trophy bucks 
in the field. In the past four years, 
he’s never been more than 10 points 
off (deer are scored using the Safari 
Club International measurement 
system).

At Apple Creek, there’s a 99% 
chance of seeing a trophy buck and 
a 90% chance of getting the one you 
want.

Here’s another surprise: 90% of 
the deer there were born on the 
property and behave like wild deer. 
Of the estimated 2,000 total deer, 
some aren’t seen until they wander 
out of the swampy areas during the 
rut this month.

“The high fence is there to keep 
other hunters out,” Pieper said. “All 
these deer act the same as a wild 
deer.”

You don’t need a hunting license 
or deer permits, since it’s a game 
farm. And the season there lasts 
from mid-August through Feb. 1. 
That’s because bucks start shedding 
their coveted antlers in January.

If you can’t afford a hunt, you 
can buy some of the massive shed 
antlers, although it’s rare to find a 
matching pair, Pieper said.

And if you just have a taste for 
venison but don’t want the fuss or 
mess, you are welcome to dine on 
venison pizza, a venison bacon BLT 
or a venison brat at Apple Creek’s 
new Primal Eats restaurant, which 
opened in May. Smoked brisket and 
pulled pork are signature dishes, too.

You can take some venison 
sausage, brats or sticks home, too, 
as Primal Eats brand deer products 
are made on site and available at 
Festival Foods. Primal Eats is open 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Saturday.

With all those trophy deer wan-
dering the oaks, pines and swamps 
of Apple Creek, what’s the biggest 
buck taken there?

Would you believe the world-
record SCI non-typical, a 5-year-old 
monster that scored 610 points.

Owner Follett took the trophy in 
2013. You can see both the original 
rack and replicas at the ranch.

Apple Creek Whitetails offers top-notch accommodations and meals along with its hunts.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Wolf hunters anxious to resume 
a brief fall tradition are waiting for 
the state or some other governmental 
agency to make a decision after a judge 
suspended the hunt.

In October, just a few days before 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources was scheduled to contact 
successful wolf permit holders, Dane 
County Circuit Court Judge Jacob 
Frost sided with animal rights groups 
seeking to overturn the 2012 state law 
that authorized and required an annual 
wolf hunt. His decision was based on 
those hunts operating under an emer-
gency rule, even though he believes 
those seasons are no longer an emer-
gency and therefore unconstitutional.

Frost agreed with an attorney for 
Animal and Earth Advocates of Seattle 
that the DNR has never made a perma-
nent rule to regulate the wolf hunt.

The state attorney general’s office 
argued that it is not the legislature’s 
role to order the DNR to have a wolf 
hunt, and the animal rights-based 
lawsuit is only about how the DNR is 
implementing the law.

In response to a September lawsuit 
filed by six Ojibwe tribes to stop the 
hunt, a federal judge on Oct. 29 heard 
arguments but refused to take any 
action while the state court ruling was 
pending. Thus all hunters and the state 
seem to be in limbo pending any fur-
ther state legislation or DNR action.

Brian “Ratt” Nicks, a Medford-
area hunting guide who runs treeing 
Walker hounds for bear, bobcat and 
wolf hunting, said one fact seems lost 
on the judges and their decisions: The 
management goal for the total state-
wide wolf population is 350 animals, 
and there are an estimated 1,200 now.

“I’m bent about the fact that they 
totally avoid that fact,” he said. “I’m 
upset that they can drop an animal in 
your yard and say ‘Enjoy it.’”

He believes the overall annual wolf 
harvest goal should be 1,000, not 200.

The other problem with the current 
wolf management approach is that 
Indian tribes are generally allocated 

about half the harvest quota, but their 
spiritual beliefs oppose killing of any 
wolf.

“If the Indians want wolves on 
the reservation, go ahead, and if they 
(wolves) come off the reservation, we 
should be able to shoot them,” Nicks 
said.

This fall’s wolf quota was set at 
130 wolves, including 56 permits for 
the Ojibwe tribes, who do not hunt 
wolves, and the remaining 74 for 
statewide hunters and trappers. The 
Natural Resources Board initially ap-
proved a 300-wolf quota, but the DNR 
rejected it.

Nicks has at least 10 hunters 
interested in a fall hunt with him. He 
and his dogs were able to help hunt-
ers harvest nine wolves in 2½ days in 
February, when Hunter Nation Inc., a 
Kansas-based hunter advocacy group, 
used the courts to force a hunt. Jeffer-
son County Judge Bennett Brantmeier 
ruled in February that the DNR failed 
to meet its legal obligation to hold a 
wolf hunt, sending the DNR scram-
bling to issue permits and otherwise 
manage a hunt that was by state law 
supposed to begin in November and 
end on the last day of February.

Statewide, hunters and trappers 

harvested 218 wolves in less than 72 
hours, suggesting that wolves may be 
more plentiful than biologists be-
lieve. Although the February harvest 
exceeded the state quota, it’s just 18% 
of the 1,195 wolves the DNR believes 
populate the state.

The Natural Resources Board had 
set the February quota outside the 
Indian reservations at 200, with 119 
allocated for the state and 81 to the 
Ojibwe tribes to comply with treaty 
rights. There were 2,380 permits made 
available for chosen hunters/trappers.

Wisconsin started its modern wolf 
hunting in 2012, after wolves were 
federally delisted from the threat-
ened species list on Jan. 27, 2012. The 
Midwestern wolf population has ex-
ceeded recovery goals for many years, 
according to the DNR website. Gray 
wolves were moved from endangered 
to threatened status in 2003 by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service.

In the 2012-13 season, hunters and 
trappers harvested 117 wolves. The fol-
lowing year, the harvest was up 119% 
to 257 wolves, including 180 trapped 
and 77 shot. In 2014-15, 154 wolves 
were taken, a 60% decrease from the 
previous year.

A federal spending bill in 2015 failed 

to include a plan to remove the wolf 
from federal protection, thus maintain-
ing federal court decisions that ruled 
state management plans in Wisconsin 
and three other states did not protect 
wolves enough.

There was no wolf hunt in Wis-
consin from 2015 through 2020, and 
livestock and pet owners have seen 
the growing population prey upon 
their cattle, sheep, horses and dogs. 
In the first seven months of 2020, the 
DNR reported 34 confirmed and 64 
reported wolf conflicts, according to 
the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel. By 
comparison, the same conflict totals 
for the same period in 2019 were 16 
confirmed and 37 reported; 18 and 39, 
respectively, in 2018; and 20 and 37, 
respectively, in 2017.

In addition, there were five reports 
of wolves threatening humans in 2020, 
equaling the total number of human 
threats in the three previous years. 
The state has paid out $2.7 million be-
tween 1985 and 2020 for lost livestock 
and pets killed by wolves, according to 
Wisconsin State Farmer.

For more information on the 
impacts of wolves on farmers and dog 
owners, visit www.wisconsinwolffacts.
com.
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Fall wolf hunt on hold after judge’s ruling
DNR said to have 

never made a 
permanent rule to 
regulate wolf hunt

By ROSS BIELEMA
Correspondent

Wolf hunters are waiting on a judge’s ruling after the 2021 season was put on hold after a judge agreed with an attorney for Animal and Earth Advocates of 
Seattle that the DNR has never made a permanent rule to regulate the wolf hunt.� WISCONSIN DNR
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Pond-Hill Processing

BEEF by the 1/2, 
1/4 or whole

PORK by the 1/2 
or whole

W16257 COUNTY RD. Q, WITTENBERG, WI 54499

PONDHILLPROCESSING.COM 
PONDHILLPROCGMAIL.COM

715 2532491

Custom butchering and smoking
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