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Steel Stanek, a golden doodle, chills out along South Maple Avenue during the 2021 Memorial Day parade in Oconto Falls. Thousands of people flocked to the Falls
for the unofficial launch of the summer season. SEE MORE PHOTOS FROM THE WEEKEND CELEBRATION ON PAGE 38. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Oconto Falls and Gillett.
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Remembering
fallen heroes

A good crowd gathers for
Memorial Day ceremonies
at Woodlawn Cemetery.
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Public meeting
planned on
drawdown

The Machickanee Flowage
will be drawn down for
three months this summer;
informational meeting June
15.
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OFHS graduation
looks closer to normal

106 classmates spend one last afternoon together

By WARREN BLUHM
Editor-in-chief

The 2021 commencement cer-
emony at Oconto Falls High School
looked closer to the old normal than
it did a year ago.

On Sunday of Memorial Day
weekend in 2020, with fears of
a global pandemic growing, the
graduating class paraded through
downtown, and they had to wait until
summer to hold an outdoor ceremo-
ny on the football field at ST Paper
Stadium.

This year’s ceremony was held on
time May 30 in the familiar environs
of the fieldhouse, but the graduates
and audience were socially distanced,
masks were encouraged and each
graduate was limited to four guests.

High school principal Dan Moore
said despite the challenges of CO-
VID-19, the Class of 2021 won’t be
defined by the last 14 months.

“Each of you will now be embark-
ing on your own unique path,” Moore
said. “There are tremendous opportu-
nities for you, more so than in many
recent years, and we need you to be
fully invested and taking advantage
of those opportunities. Take some
time to relax and reflect this summer
on your journey toward graduation,
and then move forward and make
things happen.”

Superintendent Dean Hess said his
message to the graduates is to keep
moving forward.

“Each one of you has the training
and capacity to be successful in the
next chapter of your life,” Hess said.
“The question yet to be answered is,
will you embrace those challenges?
Will you embrace those opportuni-
ties? Will you have the grit to keep
moving forward? Based on what
we’ve experience in our time with
you, we are confident that you will.”

He acknowledged there will be
times when they struggle, fail and
fall, but he encouraged them: “When
you fall, fall forward, get back up and
keep moving forward.”

Hess used his remarks to recog-

Oconto Falls High School Principal Dan Moore addresses graduating seniors May 30.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

The Oconto Falls High School Choir, directed by Amy Thiel, performs the song “Breakaway” during the
2021 commencement ceremony May 30 at the high school fieldhouse. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

nize the five members of the senior
class who have enlisted in the armed
services: Blake Dequaine (Marines),
Joana Espino (Air Force), Carston
Leonhardt (Navy), Richard Tulogeski
(Army) and Alex Waschbisch (Navy).
The audience and their classmates
gave them a standing ovation.
Victoria Athey and Connor Ro-

mandine served as student speakers
at the ceremony.

“Our journey began a long time
ago. No longer are we going to be
one, but individuals separated from
the crowd we once followed for
years,” Athey said. “Today is simply
the day when all 106 of us part ways
and follow our own path.”

CORRECTIONS

Accuracy is important to the Shawano Leader, and it wants to correct mistakes promptly. Call errors to our attention by phone at 715-526-2121, ext. 7018
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Gillett grads embark on new journey

Class of 2021 faced down
COVID, other challenges

By WARREN BLUHM
Editor-in-chief

Salutatorian Brianna DeBauch
encouraged her fellow Gillett gradu-
ates to drink in the events of the
day.

“This is a once-in-a-lifetime mo-
ment,” she said at their May 30 com-
mencement ceremony. “Four years
of friendship, laughter and hard
work have led us here.”

Valedictorian Aubrey DeBauch
used a quote from Olympic cham-
pion Wilma Rudolph as her touch-
stone: “Never underestimate the
power of dreams and the influence
of the human spirit. We are all the
same in this notion: The potential
for greatness lives within each of
us.”

Aubrey DeBauch recalled how
the COVID-19 pandemic challenged
the class during the locked-down
final months of their junior year,

with social distancing and occa-
sional virtual learning continuing to
impact their senior year.

“In the end, we continued to
work hard to make the most of this
challenging and uncertain journey,”
she said, encouraging her classmates
as they move on to “be happy, be
bold, be courageous ... spread joy,
love and kindness ... and always
strive to be the best version of
yourself.”

Curt Angeli, elementary princi-
pal, introduced the winners of the
Kenneth C. Dittman and Loraine
M. Dittman Scholarships, which
amount to $3,000 a year. Brianna
DeBauch and Maibel Martinez
received scholarships to two-year
schools, and four-year scholarships
were awarded to Aubrey DeBauch,
Riley Engebretsen, Elizabeth Soper
and Brandon Rodgers.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Shawn Limberg, recently named as the next principal of Gillett Secondary School, conducts the high

school band in the playing of “Pomp and Circumstance.”

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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OCONTO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

Proceedings of May 28

David Jordan Engel, 38, Oconto
Falls, was sentenced to one year, six
months in prison, followed by two
years of extended supervision, for theft
of movable property, in connection
with an incident that occurred Aug.

16. Judge Michael T. Judge gave Engel
credit for 209 days already served in
the county jail. Engel must complete
all assessments, counseling and treat-
ment deemed necessary by his agent,
pay court costs and fees, have no
contact with the victims and neither
possess nor consume alcohol or any
controlled substance without a valid
prescription, and he may not enter any
establishment where the main purpose
is the sale of alcohol.

Jeremiah T. Irving, 25, Oconto,
pleaded no contest to possession of
methamphetamine, in connection with
an incident that occurred Feb. 18. Judge
Michael T. Judge scheduled sentencing
for June 16 and said he plans to rely on
a pre-sentence investigation filed in
February for a previous case.

Dustin Gregory Belardi, 39, Mari-
nette, waived his right to extradition
and was ordered into the custody of
Minnesota officers to face prosecution
there.

James L. Nerenhausen, 23, Oconto,
waived his right to a preliminary
hearing and was bound over to circuit
court on charges of battery or threat to
a law officer and misdemeanor counts
of battery, criminal damage to proper-
ty, bail jumping, resisting or obstruct-
ing an officer, and disorderly conduct,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred March 31. Arraign-
ment was scheduled for June 17.

David James Zabawa, 30, Oconto,
waived his right to a preliminary hear-
ing and was bound over on a charge of
child abuse intentionally causing harm,
in connection with an incident that al-
legedly occurred May 4. Arraignment
was scheduled for June 17.

PARKVIEW
APARTMENTS

Oconto Falls
WHEDA
Subsidized Housing
1,2, 3, Bedroom Apts.
MERIDIAN GROUP

920-846-3009

Equal Opportunity
Housing

Bond was set at $10,000 cash for
John Fusek, 49, Oconto, after he was
charged with possession of metham-
phetamine (second and subsequent
offense), fleeing an officer in a vehicle
and misdemeanor counts criminal
trespass to a dwelling and disorderly
conduct, in connection with an inci-
dent that allegedly occurred May 24.
The balance of his initial appearance
was scheduled for June 17.

Proceedings of May 27

Travis Michael Welch, 25, Shawano,
pleaded not guilty to repeated sexual
assault of the same child. A pre-trial
conference was scheduled for July 14.

Maria C. Laws, 34, Lena, pleaded
no contest to possession with intent to
deliver amphetamine, in connection
with an incident that occurred Aug. 18,
2020, and bail jumping and possession
of narcotic drugs, in connection with
an incident that occurred Feb. 6. Judge
Jay N. Conley scheduled sentencing
for July 29 and ordered a pre-sentence
investigation.

Nicole M. Nowinski, 45, Little
Suamico, pleaded guilty to possession
of an illegal article, in connection with
an incident that occurred Dec. 1. A
charge of possession of methamphet-
amine was dismissed but read into the
record. Judge Jay N. Conley scheduled
sentencing for July 28 and ordered a
pre-sentence investigation.

Proceedings of May 26

William E. Pasterski, 32, Green Bay,
was sentenced to four years in prison,
followed by three years of extended
supervision, for bail jumping, in con-
nection with an incident that occurred
Nov. 26, and a second count of bail
jumping for an alleged Dec. 5 incident.
Judge Michael T. Judge gave Pasterski
credit for 172 days already served and
ruled that he will be eligible after 2.5
years for the Substance Abuse Pro-
gram, which can lead to early release
upon successful completion.

Mark J. Pagenkopf, 50, was placed
on four years of probation after a
prison sentence was imposed and
stayed for possession of a firearm by
a person convicted of a felony, in con-
nection with an incident that occurred
Dec. 13, 2019. Judge Michael T. Judge
ordered that among probation condi-
tions, Pagenkopf may not possess or
consume alcoholic beverages or any
illegal drugs, drug paraphernalia, or
controlled substances without a valid
prescription.

Cheyenne R. Hakes, 27, Oconto
Falls, pleaded guilty to possession
of methamphetamine, in connection
with an incident that occurred April

11. Judge Jay N. Conley scheduled
sentencing for July 29 and ordered a
pre-sentence investigation.

After a preliminary hearing, David
R. Smith, 54, Oconto, was bound over
to circuit court on charges of fleeing
an officer, operating a motor vehicle
while intoxicated (fifth or sixth of-
fense), two counts of bail jumping and
misdemeanor operating while revoked,
in connection with an incident that
allegedly occurred May 16. Arraign-
ment was scheduled for June 17. A
jury trial on an earlier charge of OWI,
in connection with an alleged Jan. 4,
2019, incident, remains on the court
calendar for Aug. 31, with a pre-trial
conference on Aug. 16.

Edward Phillip Lindahl, 38, Oconto,
pleaded not guilty to possession with
intent to deliver methamphetamine
(second and subsequent offense),
possession of THC (second and
subsequent offense) and misdemeanor
possession of drug paraphernalia, in
connection with an incident that al-
legedly occurred Oct. 27, 2020. A plea
hearing was scheduled for Oct. 1.

Tonya M. Sampley, 44, Oconto,
waived her right to a preliminary
hearing and was bound over to circuit
court on charges of possession of THC
(second or subsequent offense), and
misdemeanor counts of possession of
a controlled substance and possession
of an illegally obtained prescription, in
connection with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred Feb. 2. Arraignment was
scheduled for June 17.

Proceedings of May 25

Dane L. Ades, 58, Oconto, was
placed on three years’ probation after
a prison sentence was imposed and
stayed for possession of methamphet-
amine, in connection with an incident
that occurred Dec. 14, 2019, and felony
bail jumping, in connection with a July
8, 2020 incident. The probation begins
with 100 days in the county jail. Judge
Michael T. Judge issued a no-contact
order and ruled that among proba-
tion conditions, Ades must maintain
absolute sobriety and complete all
assessments, counseling and treatment
deemed necessary by his agent.

Christopher Allen Gulledge, 33,
Oconto, pleaded no contest to sub-
stantial battery intending bodily harm,
in connection with an incident that
occurred Aug. 21, 2020. Judge Jay N.
Conley scheduled sentencing for July
27 and ordered a pre-sentence inves-
tigation.

Keith W. Vorin, 44, Green Bay, was
placed on two years’ probation after
a prison sentence was imposed and
stayed for possession of methamphet-

amine, in connection with an incident
that occurred Oct. 19. Judge Michael T.
Judge ruled that among probation con-
ditions, Vorin must maintain absolute
sobriety and complete all assessments,
counseling and treatment deemed
necessary by his agent.

Proceedings of May 24

David J. Burrie Jr., 54, Gillett, was
sentenced to two years in prison,
followed by two years of extended
supervision, for his sixth conviction
for operating a motor vehicle while in-
toxicated, and six months in county jail
for a misdemeanor charge of failure
to stop, in connection with a high-
speed chase and traffic crash on state
Highway 32 at Claywood Road on Oct.
14. Judge Michael T. Judge gave Bur-
rie credit for 225 days already served
and ruled that during his extended
supervision he must maintain absolute
sobriety and complete all assessments,
counseling and treatment deemed
necessary by his agent. Burrie was de-
clared eligible for the Substance Abuse
Program, which can lead to early
release upon successful completion.

Steven N. Lewis Jr., 32, Oshkosh,
pleaded no contest to possession with
intent to deliver amphetamine, in
connection with an incident that oc-
curred Feb. 18. Judge Michael T. Judge
scheduled sentencing for July 27 and
ordered a pre-sentence investigation.

Cheryl Lynn Jenkins, 50, Gillett,
pleaded not guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while intoxicated (fifth or sixth
offense), in connection with an inci-
dent that allegedly occurred April 11.
She also waived her right to a prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not guilty
to bail jumping, in connection with an
incident that allegedly occurred May 8.
A pre-trial conference was scheduled
for June 17.

After a preliminary hearing, David
L. Reignier, 36, Oconto Falls, was
bound over to circuit court on two
counts of strangulation-suffocation,
victim intimidation by use of force,
false imprisonment and misdemeanor
counts of battery and criminal damage
to property, in connection with three
incidents that allegedly occurred in
April. Arraignment and a motion hear-
ing were scheduled for July L

Anthony A. Wusterbarth, 33,
Oconto, waived his right to a prelimi-
nary hearing and was bound over to
circuit court on charges of maintain-
ing a drug trafficking place (second or
subsequent offense) and misdemeanor
failure to report a crime, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly
occurred March 24. Arraignment was
scheduled for June 17.
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OBITUARIES

Rachel Lynn Wussow went to be
with Jesus on May 27, 2021, sur-
rounded by family and friends. She
spent over half her life fighting the
effects of cancer. Rachel Lynn was
born on Oct. 17,1979, in Shawano to
Dale and Linda (Brodhagen) Wus-
sow. She was raised on the Wus-
sow family sesquicentennial farm.
Rachel was a lifetime member of
St. Paul Lutheran Church. She was
confirmed in her faith and graduat-
ed from St. Paul Lutheran School in
1994 and from Bonduel High School
in 1998.

Rachel earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence from the University of Wis-
consin-Stevens Point in 2002 and
Master of Higher Education from
Texas Tech University in 2004,
all while working with university
students as a resident advisor and
hall director. She continued onto
University of Wisconsin-Platteville

Charles R. Gunderson, 95, of
Ironwood, Michigan, passed away
on Sunday morning, May 23, 2021,
at his home with his family mem-
bers at his side.

Charles was born the son of
Charles O. and Martha (Hanson)
Gunderson on Jan. 3, 1926 in Wit-
tenberg.

Charles proudly served his
country in the U.S. Navy in Guam
and Sipan during World War II. He
studied at the Naval Newberry Col-
lege in South Carolina as a radio
technician. He met his one and
only Anneta J. Lipe at Southern Illi-
nois University while going for his
bachelor’s in electrical engineering.
Charles and Anneta fell in love and
married on April 4, 1947. Four years
later, daughter Candace was born.

Herbert F. Fischer graduated to
Heaven’s glory by faith alone in
Christ alone on May 19, 2021. He
was born April 8, 1940, to Charlie
and Frieda (Krause) Fischer.

Herb graduated from Gillett High
School with the Class of 1958. He
was inducted into the U.S. Army in
September 1958 and served as a field
medic until his honorable discharge
in July 1961. The first Saturday of
October 1961, Herb met the love of
his life, Jenny Zahn, at the Gillett
Sportsman Club annual dance, held
at the old park pavilion. The Dick

at Aster Assisted Living in Clintonville.

Rachel Lynn Wussow

and Michigan
Tech University
where she was
an instructor of
student success
and served as
interim director
of student activi-
ties.

Rachel
belonged to professional orga-
nizations including the Associa-
tion for the Promotion of Campus
Activities Inc. where she traveled
the U.S. presenting at conferences.
She was midwest region coordina-
tor, organizing conferences and
receiving recognition, along with
her students, for the programs they
created.

She took a position at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Green Bay
to be closer to her family and took
early retirement due to her declin-

ing health. She developed close
friendships with co-workers and
students at these universities.

Rachel loved visiting upper
Michigan, northern Wisconsin, and
spending time at the cabin with her
cherished family.

Rachel is survived by her mother,
Linda Wussow, of Bonduel; sister,
Sarah (Michael) Dalton, of Florida;
brother, Daniel (Teri) Wussow,
and dearly loved and supported
nephews, Brody, Ryley, and Cory
Wussow, of Bonduel. She is also
survived by uncles and aunts, Bruce
(Lynn) Brodhagen, James (Kelly)
Brodhagen, Ruth Wussow, Robert
(Sharon) Wussow and numerous
cousins. Rachel was godmother to
Stephanie Wussow, Colin Wussow,
Brody Wussow and Braxen Brodha-
gen. She is further survived by her
godparents, Christine Bahr, Lynn
Brodhagen, and James Brodhagen.

Charles R. Gunderson

Moving around
the country for
Charles’ work
in the telephone
industry, Charles
played an in-
strumental role
in the creation
of caller ID and
traveling phones.
After living 30 years in Naper-
ville, Illinois, retirement brought
them to Ironwood in 1994. Charles
and Anneta loved to travel, snow-
mobiled all over upper Wisconsin,
the U.P,, and even out west in the
Yellowstone area. They did this for
many years until the bumps on the
trails got too big. After Anneta’s
death, he enjoyed traveling to
Florida with his family.

Charles had a love for cars, his
favorite car being a 1952 Kaiser
Manhattan Flathead. Charles loved
to work with his hands on many
things, building their first home all
by himself, and could build or fix
anything. He was a member of the
First Presbyterian Church in Iron-
wood and active in his faith and
churches all through his life.

Charles is survived by his
daughter, Candace (Paul) Forslund,
of Ironwood; brother-in-law, Byron
Lipe, of Cortez, Colorado; grand-
children, Alison (Stu) Walker
and Greg (Anne Marie) Snyder;
step-grandchildren, Britt (Spen-
cer) Slade and Gus Forslund;
great-grandchild, Abby Dovin,
step-great-grandchildren, Keaton
Walker, Eli Slade and Elsa Slade;

Herbert F. Fischer

Rodgers Orches-
tra provided

the music. Herb
and Jenny mar-
ried Nov. 10,
1962. They had
two sons, Scott
and Mitchell.
Together they

purchased a farm
in the Township of Angelica in 1965
and have been there ever since.
Herb is survived by his loving
wife, Jenny, Angelica; son, Scott
(Carol) Fischer, Iowa, and their

children, David, Sarah, Benjamin
and Samuel; and son, Mitchell
Fischer, Angelica.

In addition to his parents, he
was preceded in death by his two
brothers, Arnold and Edmund; and a
sister, Caroline.

Per Herb’s wishes there will be
no visitation or funeral services.
The family will celebrate his life
quietly together.

You are welcome to send any
cards of condolence to the funeral
home (make sure you put the fam-
ily’s name on the outside envelope

Owen R. Nielson
Owen R. Nielson, 95, of Clintonville, passed away Thursday, May 27, 2021,

Preceding Rachel in death were
her beloved father, Dale Wussow;
maternal grandparents, Raymond
and MaryLou Brodhagen; pater-
nal grandparents, Herbert and
Laura Wussow; aunt, Elaine (Roger)
Bergsbaken; uncle, Leroy (Fern)
Wussow; and dearly missed cousin,
Ryan Brodhagen.

A funeral service for Rachel was
held at 11 a.m. on Monday, May 31,
2021, at St. Paul Lutheran Church
in Bonduel. Burial is in Zion United
Methodist Cemetery in Bonduel.
Visitation was held Monday at the
church from 9 a.m. until the time of
services. Memorials may be given
to a university or church of your
choice.

The family would like to thank
Rachel’s sister Sarah Dalton and
other family members for their help
and support, and Unity Hospice for
their wonderful care.

other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death by his
parents; his wife, Anneta, in 2016;
son-in-law; Ron Snyder; and his
brother; Vernon.

A graveside service will take
place on Saturday, May 29 at 11 a.m.
with military honors conducted
by the Bessemer VFW at Hillcrest
Cemetery in Bessemer.

Memorial contributions may
be made to HOPE Animal Shelter,
P.O. Box 662, Ironwood, MI 49938
or the Wounded Warrior Project at
www.woundedwarriorproject.org/
donate.

The family has chosen McKev-
itt-Patrick Funeral Home to honor
Charles’ legacy of life. You can
leave a condolence or a tribute at
mckevittpatrickfuneralhome.com.

and your return address), and we
will forward your cards and mes-
sages to the Fischer family.

Marnocha Funeral Home P.O.
Box 356 Pulaski, WI 54162

Online condolences may be of-
fered to the family at www.marno-
chafuneralhome.com

The reality of life is physical
death, but spiritual Life, is in Jesus
Christ. Romans 10:9-10

Herb’s motto in life: “Study
God’s word, be quiet, work with
your hands and mind your own
business.”

The Eberhardt-Stevenson Funeral Home and Crematory in Clintonville is

assisting the Nielson family.
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A flag draped casket is carried on a horse-drawn wagon with the words “Some gave all,” providing a powerful symbol of the true cost for American freedom.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Fallen heroes get their due in Shawano

More than 1,000 flags decorate the graves of fallen veterans as living residents pay tribute

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The men and women who fought
and died for this country’s freedom
were honored in song and story by
community leaders in Woodlawn
Cemetery on Memorial Day.

Shawano-Menominee County Dis-
trict Attorney Greg Parker, who served
in the U.S. Army and was part of the
military police, was the main speaker
for the event and recounted how many
people in the Armed Forces in Wis-
consin had lost their lives fighting in
the United States’ various wars.

“Memorial Day is a day of utmost
importance in our history,” Parker
said. “Memorial Day, once called
Decoration Day, originated after the
American Civil War to commemorate
the Union and Confederate soldiers
who died in the war. Since the Civil

War, Memorial Day has become a
day that our United States of America
sets aside each year to remember and
honor the men and women who have
died in service of their country.”

Wisconsin has seen many sacrifices
in the wars that America has fought,
Parker said. The Civil War took the
lives of over 12,000 from Wisconsin.
Another 134 Wisconsin residents died
in the Spanish-American War.

World War I, which Parker said had
been recorded as one of the deadli-
est wars in history, saw almost 4,000
Wisconsinites die. In World War II,
Wisconsin lost over 8,000, and another
13,000 were wounded. The Korean
War saw more than 700 Wisconsin
deaths, and another 1,200 died in the
Vietnam War.

“It is because of their personal
courage, their sense of duty and their
honor and integrity that we can all

have freedom to live in this great
country,” Parker said.

Parker grimly noted that this year
the country will observe the 20th anni-
versary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks,
which saw over 3,000 Americans killed
in just one day.

“Therefore, it is important to
remember the reason that we all stand
here today,” Parker said.

Parker recalled that his grandfa-
ther fought in World War I and was
injured by mustard gas, which left him
disabled. His grandfather had four
sons who fought for the United States
in World War IL Parker’s father fought
in the Korean War, and his brother
served in Vietnam.

“Like my family members, I felt
compelled to serve my country in the
United States Army,” Parker said. “I
served as an MP and a working dog
handler. Though I did not experience

the full fury of battle, I never regretted
the decision to serve because I believe
that my time in the military was one of
the most defining experiences of my
life, and I would venture to say that
many of the veterans here today will
tell you the same thing.”

Parker noted that the Thursday
before Memorial Day is when flags
are set at the graves of veterans. He
acknowledged the work done locally
as he pointed out how the U.S. Army
places flags at the graves of more than
200,000 veterans buried at Arlington
Cemetery in Virginia.

“Folks, look around you,” Parker
said. “As you enter the cemetery today,
you saw numerous flags at each vet-
eran’s gravesite. Veterans Service Offi-
cer Nick Benzinger estimates there are
1,000 flags placed within this cemetery.
What better way to show our com-
munity and our fallen men and women
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“Though I did not experience the full fury of battle, | never regretted the decision to serve because I believe that
my time in the military was one of the most defining experiences of my life, and | would venture to say that many

country that we care — and we will
never forget.”

Shawano County Board Chairman
Tom Kautza said that he was glad to
see that there were a lot more people
in the cemetery this year honoring
fallen veterans. He noted that the
coronavirus pandemic kept many
at home last Memorial Day but felt
it was important to come out and
honor those who have died.

“I feel a little out of place here
because I was never in the service,”
Kautza said. “I can never fully under-
stand the bond and the camaraderie
that they have, but I do know that I
hear a lot at the county board and
other places about our rights — or
my rights.”

Kautza said that it was important
for everyone to get along, even when
there’s a discussion about rights and
liberties, because of the men and
women who fought for that freedom
and don’t get to enjoy it today.

“Look at what people pay for
us to have our rights,” Kautza said.
“Think about it, there are young men
and women not much older than
what you see over there in the (high
school) band that never came back
home. They never had a family. They
never got to be a father, a mother,

a grandfather — none of that. They
gave that up for us, for our rights.
Not my rights, all our rights.”

Shawano Mayor Bruce Milavitz
told the crowd of more than 200 that
this holiday was not just a “four-day
weekend” but a time when citizens

of the veterans here today will tell you the same thing."
GREG PARKER, U.S. Army veteran and Shawano-Menominee County district attorney

Members of the Shawano Community High School marching band are in lockstep as they enter Woodlawn Cemetery on Memorial Day. The band also played

a number of patriotic songs during the ceremony.

need to remember those who have
fought and died in war.

“We are here to remember the
many who served, the great men
and women who never had the op-
portunity to take their uniform off,”
Milavitz said. “They’re still wearing

it today.”

Even though Memorial Day is to
remember the heroes who have died,
Milavitz expressed his appreciation
for the men and women who have
fought for freedom and were present
for the ceremony.

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

“Let’s keep all of the families and
these great men and women in our
hearts and never forget the freedoms
we have today because of them,”
Milavitz said.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Shawano County Board Chairman Tom Kautza gestures to the Shawano Community High School stu-
dents behind him near the chapel at Woodlawn Cemetery on May 31 during the Memorial Day cer-
emony, noting that some of the men and women who have died in combat are not much older than the
students. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Rebecca Van Buren gestures for everyone to join her in a rendition of “God Bless America"” to wrap up
the Memorial Day Ceremony on May 31 at Woodlawn Cemetery. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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ECWRPC undergoing some restructuring

Shawano County Board approves resolution of support for changes

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The East Central Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission is
undergoing some restructuring, but
for it to proceed, it needs the bless-
ing of its participants.

The Shawano County Board of
Supervisors did its part May 25 by
approving a resolution that will
continue to have three representa-
tives on the planning commission
but takes out some red tape on how
one of those members is appointed.

Currently, each county in the EC-
WRPC has one member that must be
appointed by the governor. Accord-
ing to Melissa Kraemer-Badtke, the
commission’s executive director, it
can be very difficult to get the gov-
ernor’s office to move quickly on ap-
pointments, leaving some counties
without adequate representation.

Under the proposal, the county
board chairman and two other
supervisors would sit on the com-
mission for Shawano County. Eight
counties are represented in the
ECWRPC, and the commission
currently has 36 members, accord-
ing to Kraemer-Badtke, with larger
counties getting more seats, but the
commission will be reducing the
total number of members.

“Board composition cannot be
modified without resolutions from
a majority of the local units of
government in the region with a
majority of the population,” Krae-
mer-Badtke said.

Shawano County Board Chair-
man Tom Kautza sponsored the
resolution, explaining that time was
a factor, and putting the process
through a committee would have
slowed things down.

“That’s the way the other

counties are doing it in the state,”
Kautza said.

Kautza agreed that taking the
state government out of the equa-
tion was the way to go.

“We thought, what’s the use to
keep struggling to find people to fill
that and run that process through
to Madison,” Kautza said. “We
don’t lose a member. Our member-
ship will remain the same.”

Currently, Kautza and Shawano
County Supervisor Steve Gueths
sit on the commission, along with
Chuck Dallas, the gubernatorial ap-
pointee. Kautza noted that Dallas’
term is coming to an end, and he
declined to offer any recommen-
dations to the governor’s office,
knowing that the restructuring was
in progress.

“It’s definitely a good thing to
do,” Kautza said.

Supervisor Jerry Erdmann, the

former county board chairman,
agreed with Kautza’s view.

“They go above and beyond and
help the counties out,” Erdmann
said. “What we pay is minimal for
the services they provide. This
plan, the way it is now, in my
mind, is the best one I've seen so
far. With downsizing but Shawano
County staying the same, how can
we lose?”

However, counties giving their
approval are only the first step.
Municipal governments will also
be asked to give their approval,
so the Shawano Common Council
and town and village boards in the
county will be asked to offer their
own resolutions.

Besides the reorganization of the
commission structure, ECWRPC also
wants to shift its focus to look closer
at some key issues, including trans-
portation, economic development
and water quality management.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

County opposes legislature's wildlife damage plan

Pair of bills would grant authority to DNR instead of county land conservation program

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The Shawano County Board of Su-
pervisors approved a resolution May
25 opposing the state of Wisconsin’s
efforts to diminish its land conserva-
tion authority.

The Wisconsin Legislature is
proposing changes to the Wildlife
Damage Abatement and Claims Pro-
gram, a voluntary program through
the Department of Natural Resources
that helps farmers and other agricul-
tural producers with losses caused by

deer, bears, geese, cougars and other
animals. The county has been part of
the program for over 25 years, and
the resolution notes that county land
conservation departments are the
local mechanism for many resource
management programs.

Senate Bill 63 and Assembly Bill
49 seek to strip the county of admin-
istering the programs and have the
DNR manage it instead. Besides the
authority issue, the county would
also lose $7,000 that it receives annu-
ally for staffing and mileage reim-
bursement.

Supervisor Arlyn Tober, who
sits on the county’s land conserva-
tion committee, said the commit-
tee received the resolution from a
neighboring county and asked for
Shawano County’s support.

“There are still 17 counties in Wis-
consin that are enforcing the program,
and the rest of them already changed
over to the DNR,” Tober said. “I don’t
know why, because the conservation
committees in these other counties is
running it pretty good, and we’re run-
ning it very well.”

By giving the authority to the

DNR, anyone seeking to appeal a
decision would have to go down
to Madison for a public hearing,
whereas the current setup would
keep farmers closer to home.

“That’s really going to put them
out,” Tober said. “Why fix something
when there isn’t any problem?”

The bill passed by a 24-2 vote.
Supervisors Gene Hoppe and Den-
nis Knaak cast the opposing votes
but did not specify why they were
against it.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Farmers market opens June 19 for summer 2021 season

The FRESH Project-Shawano
Farmers Market will open for the
summer 2021 season on June 19.

The open-air market, in its 14th
year, will be open Saturdays 8 a.m.
until noon, through Oct. 2 in Frank-
lin Park, 235 S. Washington St.,
Shawano.

“We are so excited to have a full

market this season!” said Barb Men-
doza, The FRESH Project executive
director. “Shoppers will enjoy the
products provided by our farmers,
food vendors, and crafters. In ad-
dition to music in the park, we will
have yoga on the grandstand.”
Products sold include fruits, veg-
etables, flowers, landscaping plants,

maple syrup, bread, cheese, fish,
meats, and select, high-quality crafts.

Any vendors who would like to
join in on the fun can go to http://
www.thefreshproject.org/forms.

In addition to a full market, The
FRESH Project will host a 5K fun
run/walk on July 10 in conjunction
with Shawano Fest. You can sign

up at www.thefreshproject.org.
The market will also offer extended
hours until 1 p.m. that day.

Kids Day will be held on Aug. 21,
where kids will enjoy a variety of
games and fun activities.

For more information, contact
Mendoza at barbara@thefreshpro-
ject.org or call 715-526-5206.



PAGE 10 = NEW MEDIA » www.newmedia-wi.com * FRIDAY, JUNE 4, 2021

SHAWANO, W1 « SINCE 2017 Flea Market & Antiques - 6:00 AM - 6:00 PM

EVENT SCHEDOULE

Near Memorial Park, Shawano

Saturday June 5
Event Time // 10:00 AM - 10:00 PM

Friday June Y4

Inflatables Only

Music-

Beer Goggles
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
TravAce & The Generators
6:30 PM - 9:30 PM

Event Time // 4:30 PM - 10:00 PM Menominee Indian Tribe Traditional Singing &
Kidz Zone // 4:30 PM - 8:00 PM Dancing - 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Farmers Brewery: 713 Main St, Shawano
5K Run/Walk- 9:00 AM

Craft Fair - 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Kidz Zone - 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Lumberjack Competition - 12:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Music-

Chad Przybylski & His Polka Rhythms 11:30AM
Grand Union - 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Johnny Wad - 6:45 PM - 10:00 PM

MENOMINEE

CASINO RESORT

MOHICAN CASINO - RESORT

N
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Jehovah's Witnesses to keep mandates in place

Videoconferencing, written letters

will be used for communication

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

The COVID-19 pandemic caused a lot of people
to adjust their work life, social life and religious life,
including Jehovah’s Witness members.

2020 and 2021 saw a major change in how Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses conduct their public ministries and
congregation meetings.

Jehovah’s Witness members adjusted their minis-
try to videoconferencing rather than the well known
door-to-door meetings. In 2021, Jehovah’s Witness
members will continue the theme of contacting
people remotely to avoid sickness and putting others
in danger.

“Our door-to-door visitation was suspended due
to the pandemic, so we switched to video conferenc-
ing and sending letters,” said Tommy Allen, public
communication representative of Jehovah’s Witness-
es. “We have a concern with the safety of communi-
ties — we have a high value on life.”

Allen said that members are able to get in contact
with other communities members by using public
directories, as well as using contacts from personal
connections.

According to Allen, the decision to adjust their
practice came from the world headquarters, located
in New York. He added that there are branches
located all over the world who oversee their district.
Representatives of those districts are able to then
communicate with the world headquarters to help
aid in decision making.

He said that the Jehovah’s Witnesses have
received positive feedback regarding the change in
meetings.

“We have had a lot of people who are now visit-
ing our website, jw.org,” said Allen.

With the pandemic and the inability to meet
members face-to-face, Allen said that not only is the

Beth Asplund joins in on a virtual meeting to continuing study and learning about the religion.

website seeing more traffic, but people are asking
and researching more questions as well.

“The website has received many more hits,” said
Allen. “People are researching more questions and
people are asking us more questions.”

With the extended time that members have
between seeing each other, Allen said that Jehovah
Witness members have more time to dig into the
Bible and learn more about the religion.

Allen thinks that relaying the information on the
changes within the Jehovah’s Witnesses is important
for the public to be made aware of.

“We will continue to be cautious and care about
people’s lives,” said Allen. “We want to continue to

CONTRIBUTED

share the message of hope.”

According to a press release sent out, around
51,000 people in the United States alone had request-
ed for members of the Jehovah’s Witnesses to reach
to them to continue with their practice.

The press release also stated that members of
the Jehovah’s Witnesses sent out links and passages
from the Bible to distant family members and others
detailing how to cope with things like anxiety, loneli-
ness and depression.

Details regarding when the Jehovah’s Witnesses
will be able to return to in person meetings are un-
known, but they will continue to monitor COVID-19
cases and relief efforts to make a verdict.

Community members to offer windsurfing lessons

Lessons will take part in
two sections, youth and
community sessions

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Water sports are picking up for the
upcoming summer months in Sha-
wano.

One sport in particular is look-
ing to grow on its success from last
year, as community members come
together to provide residents with an
opportunity to learn how to windsurf.
Ben Schlais, who taught windsurfing

in Madison, will be a part of the team.

Two four-day youth windsurfing
camps are scheduled, June 14-17 and
June 21-24, from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
each day, for students 12 to 18 years
old. Young people 12 and older can
also take part in community “try-it”
sessions set for 6-8 p.m. on the same
dates.

Windsurfing equipment will be
provided at Shawano Lake County
Park. The only things that participants
need to bring are swimsuits, towels
and a change of clothes.

According to windsurfer and
Shawano community member
Brian Grieves, windsurfing took off at
Shawano Lake during the pandemic
in the summer of 2020. He added

that sailing has become popular in
Oshkosh with the International Youth
Sailing of Oshkosh program, and with
windsurfing’s similarity, it eventually
migrated up to Shawano.

“Windsurfing is a great activity
that involves social distancing,” said
Grieves. “That worked for us during
the pandemic.”

Grieves hopes the group can
expand on the success that they had
last year. He mentioned that there
has been a positive public reaction to
news of the upcoming lessons.

“I think that we expect a good por-
tion of people that we introduced the
idea to, to participate in the windsurf-
ing this year,” he said.

Grieves believes that having these

lessons in place is a good opportu-
nity for community members to get
outside.

“This is a good opportunity for
people to get out and experience the
beauty of Shawano, build a new skill
and get away from their screens,” said
Grieves.

He said the Shawano Community
Fund gave a $1,500 grant and the Op-
timist Club gave $250 for the lessons.
The Shawano Parks and Recreation
Department bought two boards to be
used for lessons, he added.

For more information, visit www.
cityofshawano.com or call Grieves at
715-851-1722.

Ireimer@newmedia-wi.com
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Themed herbal gardens can be family fun

It’s the perfect time to start plan-
ning an edible and useful herb garden
at home. With a huge collection of
tasty and aromatic herbs to choose
from, starting your own herb garden
right at home has never been easier.

Growing herbs is easy, and many
of the best herbs for cooking and
using in other
methods are very
versatile, requir-
ing only bright
light and rela-
tively dry condi-
tions to thrive.
You can grow
herbs right in the
garden, as well as

ROB ZIMMER in containers on
the porch, patio or throughout the
landscape.

Many herbs can also be grown
right indoors under grow lights or in
sunrooms or bright sunny windows.

An herb garden is also a great
way to introduce children or grand-
children to the hobby of garden-
ing. Herbs can be grown in theme
gardens that are fun and delicious.
Create a pizza-themed garden using
oregano, onions, chives and other
tasty herbs. You can also create a
salsa garden. Mint gardens are fun
and creative, and mints can be used
in so many fun ways. An herbal
alphabet garden can also be a fun
project for the whole family.

Herb starters can be picked up
at most garden centers, and many
herbs grow well from seed even in
their first year.

Dill, as well as its cousin, fen-
nel, are not only delicious and tasty
herbs to grow in the garden, but they
also provide a great deal of beauty in
the herb garden. Their textures and
colors mix well with other herbs and
annual flowers to create a stunning
herbal tapestry.

With so many varieties of deli-
cious and flavorful mints to choose
from, creating a mint garden is a
fun and tasty exploration. There are
chocolate mints, orange mints, apple
mints, grapefruit mints, spearmint,
peppermint, Mojito mint and so
many more to choose from. Mints
are fun to grow and very useful in
dishes, as garnishes, as well as tasty
additions to create tasty and refresh-
ing smoothies, teas, coolers and
flavored waters.

Chives are a staple of every herb
garden and there are so many uses
for these wonderful and delicious
perennial herbs. Dried or fresh,

There are many varieties of flavorful oregano for the summer herb garden.

chives make a great addition to many
recipes, as well as offering protec-
tion as a repellent against small
animal pests and some insect pests.
The flowers also attract pollinators
to your garden, beneficial in pollinat-
ing garden vegetable crops.

A herb garden isn’t complete
without fragrant, tasty oregano.
There are many varieties of oregano
to choose from, all of which make
wonderful additions to the herb
garden. When selecting oregano, be
aware that some varieties are annual,
while others are perennial here in
our area.

Another herb garden staple, basil
comes in a wide variety of beautiful
foliage types, colors and fragrances.
There are the deep purple and red
ruffled basils, the large-leaf classic
basil, cinnamon basil, lemon basil
and so many more. Basil is also a
wonderful companion plant for to-
matoes in the garden.

A wonderful and nonstop peren-
nial herb, garlic has unlimited use
in recipes, as well as in canning and
cooking and so much more. Garlic is
also easy to grow once it is estab-

lished in the garden and provides a
wealth of benefits.

Beautiful and tasty sorrel adds
color and texture to the herb garden,
as well as a tasty addition to soups,
salads and other dishes. Several
striking varieties are available.

There are multiple uses of this
wonderful, lemony-scented grass,
both culinary and practical. Lemon-
grass is one of the plants known to
repel mosquitoes from the yard and
garden, and many gardeners grow
pots of lemongrass to move around

the garden to keep mosquitoes away.

Like many of these herbs, lemon-

grass can be cut back and brought
indoors for the winter season and
grown all winter long.

An unusual and fun herb to grow,
horseradish features the classi-
cal spicy flavored root that can be
harvested each year and used in a
variety of ways.

An increasing number of garden-
ers in our area are growing hops
used in creating home brews, as
well as other uses, both culinary and
practical. Hops are a perennial vine
and require quite a bit of space to

ROB ZIMMER

sprawl and climb.

Beautiful and useful in the garden,
the rich blue flowers of borage last
all summer long and are wonderful
for attracting pollinators to the gar-
den as well as enriching the soil and
providing a number of other benefits.

A herb garden would not be
complete without berries such as
blackberries, raspberries, strawber-
ries, currants and more. Be sure to
include a few perennial berry shrubs
and plants in your garden to pro-
vide a feast throughout the growing
season.

Classic lavender has many won-
derful uses and is a great herb to
grow in our area. There are both an-
nual varieties of lavender and peren-
nial varieties, so be sure to pick the
one you are most interested in.

Lavender is an excellent culinary
herb and has many great uses in bak-
ing, cooking and creating wonderful
hot and cold drinks. Lavender is also
wonderful for repelling insect and
mammal pests from the garden.

Find Rob Zimmer on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
RobZimmerOQutdoors.
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Looking for a
job?
Look through
the classifieds!
PAGES 29-31
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Traditional Memorial Day ceremony returns

Local residents gather to honor service members who made ultimate sacrifice

By WARREN BLUHM
Editor-in-chief

More than 150 people gathered
at Woodlawn Cemetery in Oconto
Falls on May 31 for a Memorial Day
ceremony, renewing the annual tra-
dition that was disrupted by COV-

ID-19 pandemic concerns a year ago.

“It’s so good to see you all,”
American Legion Post 302 Vice
Commander Bob Maloney said at
the outset. “While all veterans ap-
preciate when you say, ‘Thank you
for your service,’ today we honor
the brave men and women who did
not return.”

The crowd heard from two
veterans, Paula Gardipee and Rob
Barlament, who talked about the
impact their military service had on
their lives.

“We honor today all veterans
who served and especially those
who made the ultimate sacrifice,”
Gardipee said.

Barlament said the military
instills traits and attitudes that are

Flags were placed on veterans' graves for the Memorial Day observance at Woodlawn Cemetery in

Ocont