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OCONTO COUNTY GREEN AND GOLD 
EXPRESS  •  The Packers 
continue their quest for 
the No. 1 playoff seed and 
home field advantage
	               INSIDETIMES HERALD

A caregiver wheels 84-year-old Ray Vannieuwenhoven of Lakewood into a Marinette County courtroom Aug. 26 for his sentencing hearing after a jury con-
victed him of two counts of first-degree murder in the 1976 deaths of David Schuldes and Ellen Matheys. The trial was the NEW Media staff’s pick for the top 
Oconto County news of the year. SEE STORY, PAGES 2-4� FILE | NEW MEDIA

Oconto Falls superintendent Dean Hess, left, 
addresses residents who came to Washington 
Middle School on Nov. 3 to learn more about a 
proposal to build a new middle school that likely 
will go to referendum in April 2022. Local schools 
were successful in referendum efforts during 
2021.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

Kevin Hamann has spent the past quarter-century 
working under the dome of the Oconto County 
Courthouse. He retires in January as county ad-
ministrator.� FILE | NEW MEDIA
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The conviction of a Lakewood 
man for murders that occurred 
more than four decades ago was the 
unanimous vote of NEW Media staff 
as the top Oconto County news story 
of 2021.

As the county slowly emerged 
from the pandemic that dominated 
life since the spring of 2020, justice 
was finally done for David Schuldes 
and Ellen Matheys, a young Green 
Bay couple ambushed and slain in 
July 1976 at a Marinette County park.

Other stories selected for our 
top 10 included public support for 
a series of referendum questions at 
local schools, the arrests of more 
than a half-dozen men in unrelated 
child sexual assaults, an incident that 
resulted in an Oconto Falls police 
officer being shot and wounded 
and the retirements of the county 
administrator and other long-serving 
officials.

1. Vannieuwenhoven convicted
The science caught up to him.
Ray Vannieuwenhoven lived a 

quiet life in the north woods, mar-
ried to the same woman for 50 years, 
raising six children and settling in 
Suamico and, later, Lakewood. There 
was nothing connecting him to the 
horrific 1976 incident at McClintock 
Park in the Town of Silver Cliff.

Schuldes had been shot and 
killed instantly and his fiancee, Ellen 
Matheys, raped before she, too, was 
shot to death.

DNA collected at the scene 
waited for decades while investiga-
tors pursued one dead-end lead after 
another. In March 2018, the county 
enlisted the help of Parabon Nano-
Labs, a Virginia firm that uses DNA 
and genealogical research to identify 
suspects.

Within three months, Parabon 
determined that “the suspect’s DNA 

had ancestry mainly from the north-
ern European area. The suspect has 
fair to very fair skin color, blue eyes, 
reddish brown hair color and some 
or few freckles.”

By December 2018, Parabon nar-
rowed the list of possible suspects 
all the way down to the sons and 
grandsons of Gladys Brunette and 

Edward K. Vannieuwenhoven, a 
Green Bay area family. A surrepti-
tiously collected sample positively 
linked 82-year-old Ray Vannieuwen-
hoven to the murders, and he was 
arrested in March 2019.

Between COVID-19 and health 
issues that rendered the suspect un-
able to help in his own defense 

1976 double murder  
was top story of 2021

School referendums, retirements,  
crime stories among others in the top 10

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Nicole Blaskowski, an officer with the Oconto Falls Police Department, shows the part of her head where 
a bullet struck her during an Aug. 6 altercation.� FILE | NEW MEDIA
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for several months, it took until July 
2021 to hold an eight-day trial. After 
45 years, the jury needed only two 
hours to find Vannieuwenhoven 
guilty of two counts of first-degree 
murder.

A month later, Judge James A. 
Morrison sentenced him to consecu-
tive life prison terms, ensuring that 
he will spend the rest of his life in 
the custody of the Wisconsin De-
partment of Corrections.

2. Support for local schools
State-imposed limits restrict the 

annual increase in local property 
taxes, but school districts may peti-
tion voters for the right to exceed 
those limits. Three Oconto County 
districts — Oconto Falls, Lena and 
Oconto — won that approval in 
April 2021.

Voters in Oconto Falls approved 
a recurring extension of a 2016 ref-
erendum by a 52-48% margin. More 
than 57% of Lena district voters ap-
proved a five-year referendum ques-
tion, and in Oconto, voters approved 
borrowing for improvements to the 
three school buildings as well as an 
operational increase for the next five 
years.

As the year came to a close, 
school officials Oconto Falls and 
Gillett were preparing to go to the 
voters again in April 2022. Oconto 
Falls seeks to replace aging Wash-
ington Middle School with upgrades 
to the other district schools, while 
the Gillett district aims to extend a 
2018 referendum that expires at the 
end of this school year.

3. Transitions
The top two appointed positions 

in Oconto County government will 
be turning over with the new year. 
Kevin Hamann, the county’s first 
administrative coordinator and now 
its first county administrator, retires 
next week, and Mike Reimer, direc-
tor of Health and Human Services, 
steps down the week after. Hamann 
leaves with 25 years of service and 
Reimer with 30.

As the baby boomers among 
county leaders reach retirement age, 
it’s a time of transition. Earlier this 
year, two longtime division heads in 
Reimer’s department, Penny Helmle, 
manager of the Economic Support 
Division, stepped down after almost 
40 years with the county, and Joy 
Hogan, director of the Child Support 
Division, retired after 33 years.

4. Child sex offenders
In a troubling trend, the cases 

of more than a half-dozen Oconto 
County men were working through 
the court system by the end of the 

year, and prosecutors were begin-
ning to take advantage of a new 
law that allows them to seek life in 
prison when the offender committed 
at least three instances of first- or 
second-degree sexual assault against 
the same child.

On May 6, an Oconto County jury 
found Aaron James Haun, 45, guilty 
of four counts of first-degree sexual 
assault of a child under age 13, and 
Judge Michael T. Judge found Haun 
meets the definition of a persistent 
repeater and sentenced him to life in 
prison without parole on July 27.

The issue will remain in the 
headlines in 2022. Victor Alberts, 55, 
of Lena, is scheduled to be sentenced 
Jan. 7 after pleading no contest in 
October to amended charges of child 
abuse intentionally causing harm 
after being arrested in December 
2020 for two dozen charges includ-
ing three counts of repeated sexual 
assault of the same child.

John Fredenburgh, 37, of Suring, 
whose case was transferred to fed-
eral court, faces a March 14 sentenc-
ing date for traveling interstate with 
the intent to engage in a sexual act 
with a minor and using a computer 
to attempt to persuade, induce or 
entice a minor to engage in unlawful 
sexual activity.

David SanRoman, 46, of Oconto, 
is scheduled to stand trial beginning 
April 19 on four counts of first-de-
gree sexual assault of a child under 
age 13, as a persistent repeater.

5. Officer down
Oconto Falls police officer Nicole 

Blaskowski responded Aug. 6 to a 
complaint from a woman who said 
her child had been abducted. When 
Laskowski arrived at the scene, she 
found an aggressive complainant 
who resisted Blaskowski’s attempts 
to calm her down.

In the ensuing struggle, the officer 
was shot twice — one bullet graz-
ing the top of her head and the other 
slamming into her bullet-resistant 
vest. Alisha Kocken, 29, spent sev-
eral weeks at Winnebago Mental 
Health Institute before making her 
initial appearance on charges includ-
ing attempted first-degree intention-
al homicide. A preliminary hearing is 
scheduled for Jan. 7.

More than 200 people came to 
an Aug. 8 candlelight vigil to sup-
port Blaskowski, who continues to 
recover at home.

6. Stodola-Eslien resignation
An Oconto Falls School Board 

member resigned Dec. 13 after read-
ing a statement that alleged a culture 
of bullying that has faculty and staff 
“walking on eggshells.”

Sharon Stodola-Eslien, whose 
three-year term was scheduled to 
expire in April, cited several school 
district staff she said have been 
harmed by the administration of 
Superintendent Dean Hess, who she 
said was the de facto boss of the 
school board instead of the other 
way around.

The rest of the board issued a 
statement the next day saying St-
odola’s allegations were “materially 
inaccurate” representations of confi-
dential matters and that her actions 
“are damaging to the efforts of the 
board, the administration and every 
dedicated member of the district 
staff who work tirelessly to benefit 
each and every student.”

7. Gillett mayor charges dropped
Theft charges filed last year 

against former Gillett Mayor James 
Beaton were dismissed a month be-
fore the case was to go to trial.

“The state cannot meet its burden 
of proof,” District Attorney Edward 

D. Burke Jr. said in a two-sentence 
motion filed May 13 in Oconto 
County Circuit Court.

Judge Jay N. Conley scheduled a 
two-day court trial starting April 5 in 
the breach-of-contract lawsuit Bea-
ton filed against Russell and Karen 
Walker, former owners of Legacy 
Funeral Chapel Inc.

8. Drug-related homicide
The body of a 35-year-old Green 

Bay man was found the morning of 
Feb. 22 in the parking area of the 
Green Bay Shores State Wildlife 
Area on Lade Beach Road in the 
Town of Little Suamico. He had been 
shot several times.

Three months later, Manuel 
Antonio Herrera-Hernandez, 32, was 
charged with first-degree intentional 
homicide in the death of the man 
only identified in court documents 
as MGP. According to the criminal 
complaint, the victim apparently 
owed Herrera-Hernandez money for 
a drug transaction.
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9. Piggly Wiggly
After more than six decades in 

Oconto Falls, the Witt family sold 
the local Piggly Wiggly store to an-
other native son, Bryce Iverson.

A member of the Oconto Falls 
High School Class of 2010, Iver-
son closed on the sale effective at 
midnight June 12 from David, Tom 
and Steve Witt, whose father, Jerry, 
opened the business in April 1958.

Iverson was hired by the Witts 
in 2014 after he graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse 
and was promoted to store manager 
not long afterward.

10. Ambulance service upgrade
After nearly a year of preparato-

ry efforts, the Oconto Falls Ambu-
lance Service received state cer-
tification in December to become 
Oconto County’s first critical-care 
paramedic service, in partnership 
with HSHS St. Clare Memorial 
Hospital in Oconto Falls and Bellin 
Health Oconto. The upgrade places 
the service on par with County Res-
cue/Eagle III, Bay Area Ambulance 
and Shawano Ambulance.

When service director Patrick 
Ahlgrim and his wife, Angie, ap-
peared before the Oconto Falls 
City Council in April, they said 
they were pursuing the upgrade in 
part because of the delays incurred 
when patients need to be trans-
ferred under paramedic care to a 
hospital in Green Bay or Milwau-
kee. In those cases, patients were 
formerly dependent on the out-of-
county ambulance’s availability and 
the time it takes to arrive.

The front-line ambulance crew 
will be staffed 24/7 by full-time 
paramedics and emergency medical 
technicians. A second crew will be 
supplemented by salaried adminis-
trative staff as well as a roster of 30 
volunteers.

Among stories that also were 
considered for the top 10 of 2021:

A Texas man died when his pri-
vate plane crashed near Kelly Lake 
on Oct. 27.

A tornado touched down and 
ran through a Pulaski neighborhood 
Aug. 11. Fortunately, no one was 
hurt and damage was minimal.

Vincent Enneper, 25, who as a 
teenager was imprisoned for the 
arson to St. Anthony School in 
Oconto Falls, was sentenced April 
20 to another decade in prison 
for causing lifetime injuries to his 
3-month-old child.

A group called Working in Sup-
port of Education ranked Gillett 
High School in its nationwide top 
100 for personal finance classes, 

earning a spot on a list that in-
cludes high schools from cities like 
New York City, Miami and Mem-
phis.

A company called NextEra 
Energy announced it plans to seek 

regulatory approval for a 150-mega-
watt solar array that would tie into 
an existing substation along CCC 
Road near County C in Morgan. 
The town board told concerned res-
idents in October it’s a state issue 

and they have no control over it.
A yearlong celebration of Village 

of Lena centennial started with fes-
tivities at the high school Dec. 4 and 
will continue throughout the year 
through Dairy Fest in September.

Bryce Iverson says the new self-checkout devices recently installed at the Piggly Wiggly in Oconto Falls had been ordered by the Witt family before the sale 
was completed.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Angie Ahlgrim of Oconto Falls Area Ambulance Service presents background information to the City Council on April 13 about a proposed upgrade to critical-
care paramedic service.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA



Herbert “Herb” A. Reichwald, 96, 
of Dousman, passed away on Wednes-
day, Dec. 15, 2021. Herb was born on 
Nov. 16, 1925, to the late August and 
Olga (Moser) Reichwald in Gillett. He 
spent his childhood in Gillett and at-
tended Gillett High School.

At age 17, Herb enlisted in the U.S. 
Army during World War II. He was a 
part of the 596 Airborne 
Group and served in 
Italy, France, Belgium, 
and Germany. Herb was 
on his way to the Pacific 
when the war ended, 
and he was honorably 
discharged a few months after the 
war. He often said: “I wouldn’t take a 
million dollars for the experience, but I 
wouldn’t give two cents to do it again!”

Herb married Marie Sack on July 
26, 1947, in Milwaukee. He owned 
his own business, Downtown Auto 
Body, for many years and had a very 

successful career 
serving as body 
shop manager for 
local dealers in 
Milwaukee and 
Ripon. After living 
in Milwaukee and 
Green Lake, the 
couple lived in the 
Shawano and Cecil 
areas for 14 years. 

Herb and Marie were both longtime 
members of St. John Lutheran Church 
in Gillett and were also very active 
at Martin Luther Lutheran Church 
Milwaukee.

Alongside Marie, Herb was also 
a private pilot and for several years, 
they owned their own airplane. Herb 
was also a member in good standing 
as a Mason and member of the shrine 
in Wisconsin. He and Marie spent 
the last several years at Three Pillars 
Masonic Care Center in Dousman, 

where Herb also attended lodge. Herb 
was past Worshipful Master of three 
separate Masonic lodges in Wisconsin. 
He was an active volunteer throughout 
his life and continued to volunteer at 
the Care Center. Herb was an enthu-
siastic supporter of all of Wisconsin’s 
sports teams.

Herb is survived by his son, Wil-
liam (Joan) Reichwald; daughter, 
Linda (Craig) DeClark; nine grand-
children; and 13 great-grandchildren. 
He is further survived by many nieces, 
nephews, other relatives, and friends. 
Herb is also survived by special friend, 
Charlotte Schmid.

He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Marie; parents; son, James; 
daughter-in-law, Marty; grandson, 
Thomas; two brothers.

Visitation will be held on Jan. 8 at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Gillett 
from 10 a.m. until the funeral service at 
11 a.m. with Pastor Chris Byars officiat-

ing. Herb will be interred in St. John’s 
Lutheran Church Cemetery.

Gruetzmacher Funeral Home in 
Suring is assisting the family with ar-
rangements. Online condolences can 
be expressed at www.gruetzmacherfu-
neralhome.com.

The family would like to thank the 
staffs of Masonic Senior Care Center, 
Aurora Hospital, Allay Home and Hos-
pice, and Three Pillars in Dousman for 
the excellent care offered to Herb and 
his family in their time of need.
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Doris F. Erb, 75, of Suring, passed 
away on Dec. 23, 2021, surrounded by 
her family. She was born Jan. 5, 1946, 
to the late Harvey and Myrtle (Mc-
Donough) Millard. Doris graduated 
from Delevan-Darien High School 
with the Class of 1964 and went on to 
attended University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse where she earned her teach-
ing degree. She taught at Sheboygan 
South High School for 10 years before 
attending Lakeshore Technical Col-
lege for equestrian training. Doris 
worked as a trainer for a few years 
before meeting the love of her life, 
William Erb. On May 19, 1984, Doris 
and William married. They lived 
in the southern part of the state for 
many years where Doris worked 
as a substitute teacher at a number 
of schools. She also worked with 
children with autism. In 2011, Doris 
and William moved to Suring. Doris 
was a very active member of St. John 
Lutheran Church in Hayes and also 
served as the president of the Lu-
theran Women’s Missionary League 
for Zone 13.

Doris is survived by her husband, 
William Erb; daughter, Brigett (John 
Oberg); son, Kevin (Jennifer) Erb; 
grandchildren, Keith, Austin (Rylee), 
and Brianna Manecke, Olivia, Em-
ily and Collin Erb; siblings, Roger 
(Dawn) Millard, Wally (Eileen) Mil-

lard, and Gladys 
(Carl) Schneider. 
She is further 
survived by many 
nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and 
friends.

She was pre-
ceded in death 
by her parents; 
nephew, Jeremiah 

Millard; and her beloved horse, Snow-
bird.

Visitation will be held at St. John 
Lutheran Church in Hayes on Mon-
day, Dec. 27, 2021, from 10 a.m. until 
the funeral service at 1 p.m. with Pas-
tor Nick Buchholz officiating. Doris 
will be interred in Christ Lutheran 
Cemetery in Hintz. Gruetzmacher 
Funeral Home in Suring is in charge 
of funeral arrangements. Online con-
dolences can be expressed at www.
gruetzmacherfuneralhome.com.

Doris F. Erb
Louise Emma Christensen, 78, of 

Suring, passed away on Wednesday, 
Dec. 22, 2021, at home with fam-
ily by her side. Louise was born on 
May 27, 1943, to the late Edward 
and Agnes (Wozniak) Rueckert. 
She graduated from Suring High 
School with the Class of 1961. On 
Aug. 1, 1963, Louise married Ronald 
Lee Christensen. They raised three 
children together before Ronald’s 
passing on April 24, 1988.

Louise worked at Elliott Glove 
Company and Woodland Village 
as a certified nurse aide. She was a 
longtime member of Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church. Louise was an 
adventurous spirit, who traveled 
throughout her life. She liked to 
keep herself busy and enjoyed 
helping others whenever she could. 
Louise was a loving and caring 
mother who enjoyed spending time 
with her family.

Louise is survived by her chil-
dren, Tina Christensen, Ron (Kris-
tine) Christensen, and Ross (Court-
ney) Christensen; siblings, Ben 
(Maryann) Rueckert, Harvey (Pat) 
Rueckert, Eugene (Jolene) Rueck-
ert, Beverly Ward, Luella Ward, 
Barb Kiesling, and Nancy Rueckert; 
grandchildren, Ashleigh Chris-
tensen (Tommy Harper), Kevin 
Christensen (Nicole Olson), Cody 
(Morgan) Christensen, John Chris-
tensen (Brinley Kowalkowski), Con-
ner Christensen, Logan Christensen, 
and Cason Christensen; and great-
grandchild, Ashton Christensen. She 
is further survived by many nieces, 

nephews, other 
relatives and 
friends.

She was pre-
ceded in death 
by her parents; 
husband, Ron-
ald; brother, 
John (Pam) 
Rueckert; sister, 
Phyllis (Bob) 

Goodletson; and brothers-in-law, 
Bion Ward, Carl Ward, and Heinz 
Kiesling.

Visitation will be held on Tues-
day, Dec. 28, 2021, at Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church from 9 a.m. until 
the funeral service at 11 a.m. with 
Pastor Michael Paholke officiating. 
Louise will be interred at Mount 
Olive Lutheran Cemetery.

Gruetzmacher Funeral Home is 
assisting the family with arrange-
ments. Online condolences can be 
expressed at www.gruetzmacherfu-
neralhome.com.

The family would like to thank 
Heartland Hospice for the care and 
compassion offered to Louise and 
her family during their time of need.

Louise E. Christensen

Herbert A. Reichwald

MORE OBITUARIES ON PAGES 6, 7, AND 17
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Daniel James Eckenrod died at 

home surrounded by the love of his 
family, on Dec. 21, 2021, after a long, 
brave fight with cancer. Whether 
you called him Dan, Dad, Grandpa, 
Grumpa, Uncle Dan, Uncle-Grandpa, 
Ecky, Cochise or something else, 
you could see the twinkle in his eyes 
and knew he was one of a kind. Two 
things most important to him were 
his family and the truth…and having 
a good time in life.

Dan owned and operated Ecken-
rod Tile for more than 30 years, and 
he had many “helpers” during that 
time — none better than his own 
daughter Laura, to whom he proudly 
taught the trade over five years of 
daily hard work and nightly hash-
ing out of the meaning of life. The 
trusted bond that developed during 
those “Happy Tile” years brought 
deep comfort and a lifetime of count-
less stories, inside jokes and shared 
knowing looks to them both.

Dan’s dedication to excellence 

earned him ex-
tremely loyal and 
grateful custom-
ers, and he trea-
sured each of the 
many thank you 
cards he received 
over the years.

“Dan Dan the 
Tile Man” trans-
formed into “Dan 

Dan the Bagel Man” in his later years 
as he discovered a new enjoyment of 
baking bread, making sourdough and 
cooking Thai food.

Dan had a large presence and 
a generous heart and was always 
willing to help others in any way he 
could. Whether that be on the back 
of a hay wagon, using his red van to 
help his kids move, fixing whatever 
was broken or inventing something 
new — he enjoyed it all.

One of his great pleasures in life 
was taking trips all over the world 
with his son, Peter. His other great 

pleasure was telling everyone all 
about it, repeatedly.

When he told his daughter Anne 
that she “knew everything and was 
always right” at the age of 9, he gave 
her the gift to follow her instincts 
with confidence, and perhaps not 
surprisingly, she doesn’t hesitate 
much to share this declaration with 
others.

He cherished his time spent in 
the UP with family, fishing in the 
lake and playing cards in the cabin. 
He enjoyed playing horseshoes and 
croquet, and loved to win — some-
thing he passed down to each of his 
children. Except Rachel, she took 
more to heart his teaching of “Nei-
ther a Leader nor Follower Be.”

Dan grew up in Whitefish Bay 
with his three siblings. He was proud 
of his days as a gifted high school 
wrestler and went on to study elec-
trical engineering at UWM before 
serving in the Army Reserves dur-
ing the Vietnam War. He settled in 

Abrams in 1976 where he learned the 
art of homesteading, thanks to the 
generous support and contributions 
of many great friends and neighbors.

Dan was preceded in death by 
his parents William J. and Bernice E. 
(Schlenter) Eckenrod, brother David 
Eckenrod and grandson Samuel C. 
Eckenrod, all of whom he loved very 
dearly. He is survived by his children 
Laura (Marty), Rachel, Peter (Laziza) 
and Anne (Dave); his grandson 
Reese; brother Bill (Mary) and sister 
Sue (Gerry), and many nieces and 
nephews. He will be missed by many 
more.

In lieu of flowers, please share a 
drink with someone you love and 
hug tightly those closest to you.

A memorial visitation was held at 
Newcomer Green Bay Chapel (340 S. 
Monroe Ave., Green Bay, WI 54301) 
on Thursday, Dec. 30.

To leave an online condolence, 
please visit www.NewcomerGreen-
Bay.com.

Daniel J. Eckenrod

Gina Joan McMaster, 61, of Granite 
Canon, Wyoming, passed away Dec. 
19, 2021, to be with her Lord and 
Savior.

Gina was born April 14, 1960, in 
Shawano to Robert and Leatrice (Ask-
dal) Patterson. She married James 
Michael McMaster on July 29, 2013, in 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. Gina received a 
bachelor’s degree in business from the 
University of Wisconsin. She worked 
for many years at Clure Brothers 
Furniture.

Gina was a 
wonderful wife 
and stepmother. 
She was an 
accomplished 
musician who 
sang and played 
many instruments. 
Gina spoke fluent 
French and loved 
animals. Her faith 

was very strong, and she attended the 
Episcopal Church.

Gina is survived by her husband, 
James Michael McMaster; children, 
Michael Lee McMaster and Jennifer 
Michelle McMaster, both of Mesa, 
Arizona, and Stephanie Lynn (Rus-
sell) Shaw, of La Vernia, Texas; sis-
ters, Pamela (Tim) Anhalt, and Ericka 
(Brian) Kowalkowski, both of Sha-
wano; grandchildren, Landon McMas-
ter, Jamon Sigmon, Wyatt Shaw and 
Raegan Shaw; nieces and nephews, 
Braedyn and Brinley Kowalkowski, 
Claire (Michael) Spandoni, and Mark 

(Britney) Anhalt; and many great-
nieces and great-nephews.

Gina was preceded in death by her 
parents, Robert and Leatrice Patter-
son.

A memorial service will be held 
Monday, Jan. 3, at 10 a.m. at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church in Cheyenne, Wyo-
ming.

Services are under the care of 
Schrader, Aragon and Jacoby Funeral 
Home, and condolences may be of-
fered at schradercares.com.

Gina J. McMaster

Sharon Marie Reinert, age 71, of 
Tigerton, passed away peacefully 
at her home on Thursday, Dec. 23, 
2021. Sharon was born in Shawano on 
March 15, 1950, to the late John and 
Joyce (Schmidt) Reminger Sr. Sharon 
grew up in Leopolis and graduated 
from Marion High School. On Nov. 26, 
1976, she was united in marriage to Mi-
chael G. Reinert at St. Mary Catholic 
Church.

Sharon loved her family more than 
life itself. She cared for everyone else 
first and always herself last. She was 
the true meaning of love! You could 
guarantee she was watching one of her 
beloved Wisconsin sports teams when 
she wasn’t enjoying a day of craft fairs 
or shopping with her girls. Nothing in 

the world meant 
more to her than 
her two sweeties, 
“her girls” as she 
would say, her two 
granddaughters 
were the light of 
her eyes. Sharon 
worked for Paul D. 
Dibley D.D.S. for 
45 years of her life 

where her coworkers and her patients 
were family. Sharon was a faithful 
member of St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church in Tigerton.

Sharon is survived by: her husband 
of 45 years, Mike; her children, Mi-
chelle (Nick) Kielblock, Steve Reinert 
and Staci (Ricky) Nettles; her two 

sweeties, Hartley Hope and Lennox 
Marie Nettles; and her beloved grand 
pups, Jingle Belle, Jubilee June and 
Poppy Mae. She is further survived 
by: her mother-in-law, Helen “Patsy” 
Reinert; siblings, Sandy Nemetz, Sally 
(Dick) Hesse, John (Kay) Reminger Jr., 
Sue (Jerry) Leatherberry, Carol (Tim) 
Mehlberg; as well as many nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces, and great-
nephews whom she loved like her own 
children.

She is preceded in death by her 
parents, her father-in-law, Wilbert 
“Peanuts” Reinert, a brother-in-law, 
Gary Nemetz, her angel granddaughter 
Harper Marie Nettles, and three grand 
pups, Daisy Mae, Ellie Mae and Sadie 
Mae.

A funeral Mass for Sharon was held 
at St. Mary Catholic Church in Leopo-
lis at 11 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2021, 
with Fr. Nonito Barra officiating. Burial 
will be in Union Cemetery in Tigerton. 
Visitation was held at the Swedberg 
Funeral Home in Shawano on Monday, 
Dec. 27, 2021, from 4-8 p.m. and again 
at the church on Tuesday from 9:30 
a.m. until the time of the Mass.

If there is one thing to take from 
Sharon’s life, it is to be kind, to love 
and to be selfless as that is how she 
lived her life. Sharon’s family would 
like to extend a special thank you to 
Froedert Hospital and staff and to 
Compassus Hospice for the loving and 
compassionate care.

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com

Sharon Marie Reinert

Moses J. Parrott
Moses J. Parrott, age 18, of Tiger-

ton, passed away Sunday, Dec. 19, 
2021, at Aspirus Wausau Hospital.

The Eberhardt-Stevenson Funeral 
Home & Crematory, Marion, is as-
sisting the Parrott family.

Kenneth A. Wolf
Kenneth “Ken” August Wolf, 82, of 

Shawano, passed away Dec. 19, 2021, at 
ThedaCare Medical Center-Shawano.

The Eberhardt-Stevenson Funeral 
Home and Crematory in Clintonville is 
assisting his family.
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Fewer than 30% of nursing home 
residents and just over one in 10 
nursing home staff in Wisconsin had 
received a COVID-19 booster as of 
mid-November, according to the lat-
est data from AARP Nursing Home 
COVID-19 Dashboard.

With holiday gatherings on 
the horizon, these numbers are a 
cause for concern, AARP says, as 
more than a year and a half into the 
pandemic, rates of COVID-19 cases 
in nursing homes are rising again 
nationally, along with increased 
community spread.

The good news is that vaccina-
tion rates among nursing home 
staff and residents in Wisconsin 
increased as of Nov. 21, according to 
latest data, with 72.4% of staff and 
89% of residents vaccinated — up 
from 69.2% and 88.3% respectively 
over the previous four-week period.

The bad news is that the latest 
dashboard shows that only 29.4% of 
Wisconsin nursing home residents 
and 11.3% of staff had received their 
booster shot by mid-November.

In Wisconsin, resident COVID 
cases increased slightly from a rate 
of 1.4 per 100 residents in mid-Octo-
ber to 1.8 per 100 in mid-November. 
During the same time period, how-
ever, staff cases decreased from 3.48 
per 100 residents to 3.3.

Nursing home resident deaths 
from coronavirus decreased slightly 
from a rate of 0.19 per 100 residents 
in mid-October to 0.14 in mid-No-
vember.

“COVID-19 continues to infiltrate 
America’s nursing homes with more 
than 1,500 new nursing home resi-
dent deaths nationally for the third 

consecutive month,” said AARP 
Wisconsin interim state director 
Christina FitzPatrick. “Increasing 
vaccination rates – including boost-
ers – among nursing home residents 
and staff is key to protecting our 
loved ones and getting the pandemic 
under control.

The number of facilities in Wis-
consin reporting a shortage of nurses 
or aides increased from 52.8% in mid-
October to 54.4% in the four weeks 
ending Nov. 21. During the same time 
period, the percentage of nursing 
homes that have an urgent need for 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
increased from 3.0% to 4.2%.

The AARP Nursing Home COV-
ID-19 Dashboard analyzes federally 
reported data in four-week periods 
going back to June 1, 2020. Using 
this data, the AARP Public Policy 
Institute, in collaboration with 
the Scripps Gerontology Center at 
Miami University in Ohio, created 
the dashboard to provide snapshots 
of the virus’ infiltration into nursing 
homes and impact on nursing home 
residents and staff, with the goal of 
identifying specific areas of concern 
at the national and state levels in a 
timely manner.

The full Nursing Home CO-
VID-19 Dashboard is available at 
www.aarp.org/nursinghomedash-
board. For information on how coro-
navirus is impacting nursing homes 
and AARP’s advocacy on this issue, 
visit www.aarp.org/nursinghomes. 
Medicare.gov’s Care Compare web-
site now offers information about 
vaccination rates within nursing 
homes and how they compare to 
state and national averages.

AARP calls for 
increased boosters 
in nursing homes

S E N I O R  L I V I N G

Norman J. Gebert
Norman J. Gebert, 71, of Clin-

tonville, passed away Sunday, Dec. 
19, 2021, at Care Partners Assisted 
Living in Clintonville.

The Eberhardt-Stevenson 
Funeral Home and Crematory in 
Clintonville is assisting the Gebert 
family.
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NEW Media has an immediate opening for a news 
reporter. Reporters cover local government and 
community events, write human interest feature stories 
and occasionally generate enterprise projects for our 
three newspapers. Applicants must be passionate about 
writing, be able to connect with readers, and must be a 
self-starter with good organizational skills who thinks 
about digital first. Photography skills and AP style 
knowledge are required. Copy editing and page layout 
experience is a plus. Experience using web content 
management systems and social media helpful. Send 
a cover letter with salary expectations, resume and 4-6 
clips/links to editor@newmedia-wi.com. Put “News 
Reporter” in the header.
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Pulaski student developing COVID-19/flu test
Project at Milwaukee School of Engineering expected to lead to over-the-counter test

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

A cough coming from someone’s 
mouth these days have many fearing 
that person could have the coronavirus 
and could be spreading it to others.

However, at this time of year, in-
fluenza and colds are also spreading 
throughout communities and making 
people sick. So how do you tell the 
difference?

Benjamin Bruckert, of Pulaski, is 
working on something with a team 
of students at the Milwaukee School 
of Engineering that they hope will be 
able to inform people whether they 
have COVID-19 or the flu. The over-
the-counter test is still in the experi-
mental phase, but it could provide 
results for those who don’t want to 
wait for an appointment with a doc-
tor or other health care provider.

“The idea stems from our senior 
design classes,” said Bruckert, a se-
nior pursuing a degree in biomolecu-
lar engineering. “We’re given a prob-
lem or a project idea, and then we 
kind of get to take that and run with 
it. The project idea that was given to 
us was the point-of-care tests, which 
are at-home tests, but we got to de-
cide what virus or bacteria to do with 
that one, so we chose COVID-19 and 
influenza just because of the similari-
ties between the symptoms.”

There were a variety of other ill-
nesses and diseases that Bruckert and 
his team, dubbed Team Argus, could 
have pursued, but with the corona-
virus pandemic about to go into its 
third year, it made sense for the team 
to look at it and the flu because they 
both greatly affect public health.

“We thought we could have the 
greatest impact with those two vi-
ruses,” Bruckert said.

Common symptoms between the 
two viruses are fever, sore throat and 
coughing. Wisconsin typically expe-
riences heavy bouts of the flu virus 
spreading between November and 
April, so with the flu season hitting 
as COVID-19 continues to spread 
— now with the omicron variant 
dominating — it can be difficult to 
determine which virus has invaded.

“Our hope is to help people 
realize whether they have the flu or 
COVID-19 so they can get in contact 
with their doctor and come up with 
a plan to know what to do in terms 
of isolation and treatment options,” 
Bruckert said.

The laboratory testing is in the 
preliminary phase, according to 
Bruckert. The last three months 
have been spent on research into the 
proteins and receptors for the two vi-
ruses, and that is helping Team Argus 
to come up with a design for the test 
that would be very similar to at-home 
pregnancy tests. The COVID-19/in-
fluenza test is saliva-based, so users 
would spit into a vial, which would 
then be transferred to test strips.

“When we enter the lab this 
(next) quarter, we’re going to have 
to do a lot of testing to make sure 
there’s no cross-reactivity between 
the two diseases — no positives for 
COVID-19 if influenza is present and 
vice versa,” Bruckert said. “Also, if 
there’s a third disease, that needs to 
not produce any positive results (on 
the test).”

Bruckert and the team will be test-
ing on lab-grade viruses and will not 

be in contact with people who are 
experiencing either COVID-19 or the 
flu. Creating viral solutions will be 
the best method for now, he said, to 
determine the test’s effectiveness.

Bruckert anticipates testing with 
people eventually but noted: “We’re 
not at that stage yet.”

Team Argus hopes to have a 
working prototype by the end of the 
school year in May, but the test could 
require an additional year, and a new 
team from the school’s junior class, 
to become a reality.

“Our hope is to start this project 
out and then the juniors — there’s a 
group of them — would take over the 
project,” Bruckert said.

Because testing and experiments 
can be costly, Team Argus set up 
a crowdfunding page through the 
school at https://together.msoe.edu/
project/29125 and is hoping to raise 
about $2,500. Bruckert said that the 
team has raised over $1,000 in the 
two weeks since the page went live.

“I think it’s amazing, and it shows 
the backing of the public behind 
this idea,” Bruckert said. “I’m really 
excited to see that interest.”

Bruckert is excited about the 
impact that the over-the-counter test 
could have in the continuing pan-
demic.

“It feels like I have the ability to 
make a difference,” he said. “There’s 
no more prevalent issue going on 
right now in the world than CO-
VID-19 and influenza. It feels really 
awesome to research this kind of 
stuff, and even if we aren’t able to 
fully market this product this year, 
we’re still able to get the ball roll-
ing and pass it on to next year. It 
just feels nice to be able to start that 
process.”

Bruckert started his career path in 
biomedical engineering before CO-
VID-19 even existed, so finding him-
self in a position to make a difference 
with something so big is something 
he didn’t expect.

“When I went into the biomo-
lecular engineering program, my 
intentions were more toward the 
biotechnology side of things, so kind 
of getting into lab and running DNA 
experiments,” Bruckert said. “I to-
tally did not see us taking a direction 
in terms of immunology and virus 
protection. It was kind of a surprise 
to me.”

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Benjamin Bruckert, shown working in a lab at the Milwaukee School of Engineering, is part of a team de-
veloping an over-the-counter test that will help people determine if the illness they’re experiencing is 
COVID-19, which has spread like wildfire over two years, or influenza — as both are currently prevalent 
as the winter season proceeds.� CONTRIBUTED
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Manchin not cause for Build Back Better collapse
This year, the roles of Ebenezer 

Scrooge, the Grinch, Jack Frost and 
Professor Hinkle will all be played 
by Sen. Joe Manchin of West Vir-
ginia.

That’s what many Democrats 
are claiming 
after Manchin an-
nounced on Fox 
News Sunday he 
would not vote 
for President Joe 
Biden’s “Build 
Back Better” 
plan. In the last 
couple of days, 
the media is 

claiming, through claims from the 
White House and Congressional 
Democrats, that Manchin’s swing 
vote could destroy the environment, 
woefully curtail LGBTQ rights, keep 
a temporary child tax credit from 
becoming permanent and more.

Build Back Better included a stag-
gering $555 billion in spending to 
subsidize transitioning the country 
to electric vehicles and various 
clean sources of energy. Without 
approving the plan, experts said 
in a Yahoo News story, it means 
the United States won’t be able to 
cut global emissions of greenhouse 
gases in half in the next nine years 
or reach net zero emissions by 2050.

The mammoth bill also had pro-
visions that would allow same-sex 
couples who were married in 2004 
and after in places where same-sex 
marriage was legalized to amend 
their tax returns so that they could 
receive the same tax benefits that 
heterosexual couples receive when 
they file their returns. Because 
Manchin said he would not sup-
port Build Back Better, activists are 
claiming he has demolished LGBTQ 
civil rights.

Then, of course, there’s the 
temporary child tax credit that pays 
$300 per child under 6 and $250 per 
child under 18, which was started in 
July and would have been continued 
under Build Back Better. Besides his 
vote putting the measure in jeopar-
dy, Manchin has apparently claimed 
that parents were just going to use 
the money to buy drugs, sending 
proponents of the tax credit into a 
tizzy.

Perhaps, instead of declaring one 
man to be a reincarnation of the 
devil, folks in Washington, espe-

cially the Democrats, should take a 
look at reality.

First of all, the fact that these 
three unrelated measures and many 
more like them are lumped into 
a bill that’s expected to cost the 
American people anywhere from 
$1.6 trillion to $2.4 trillion, reduced 
from the original estimate of $3.5 
trillion. The fact that the word “tril-
lion” is in this conversation at all 
is enough to cause hard-working 
people who will never even see the 
word “million” in their bank ac-
counts to have shortness of breath 
and heart palpitations.

How do you solve that problem? 
Easy. Vote on issues one by one 
instead of lumping them into one 
package. Take the environmental 
plan and see if it will stand on its 
own. Offer up the marriage tax 
benefits alone and see if they can get 
enough votes. Progress will only be 
made if these items are considered 
individually, allowing them to win 
or lose on their own merits.

Washington doesn’t want to do 
that, though. It’s easier to scapegoat 
than it is for the politicians to come 
up with real solutions. For example, 

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
called Manchin’s announcement to 
not support Build Back Better “an 
egregious breach of the trust of the 
president” and is recommending 
that Biden take executive action.

That would be unwise. Congress 
is the part of government that is 
supposed to pass laws. Just because 
the hundreds of politicians can’t get 
their act together, they shouldn’t be 
asking Biden to do what they can’t. 
They should stop fitting a hippo into 
a pair of pantyhose and realize that 
smaller is better if they want to end 
the gridlock and get something — 
anything — moving forward.

You don’t see this kind of bloated 
legislation at the municipal and 
county levels, but folks in Congress 
assume that the only way to move 
forward is to lump everything to-
gether. They’ve got it in their heads 
that if they throw everything into a 
cauldron, stir it all into an insepara-
ble brew, and force the drink down 
people’s throats, it’ll change people’s 
minds and hearts and they’ll accept 
Build Back Better as a friendly giant.

When you take things on one at a 
time, you get to see them in all their 

naked glory — their good points and 
their flaws. When you lump multiple 
items together, it’s easier for things 
to get hidden behind other more 
noticeable items. They could be mi-
nor inconveniences, but they could 
also be something more sinister that 
doesn’t emerge until after they’re 
signed into law, and who suffers as a 
result? We, the people, of course.

If the Democrats really want to 
build back better, they should do 
it one block at a time, step by step, 
putting everything out for people to 
see. If something fails, it will fail be-
cause it sucked and not just because 
one Democrat stepped forward and 
said no.

Don’t pin the blame on Joe 
Manchin. Pin it on the architects 
for Build Back Better who thought 
something costing trillions of dol-
lars could be put down America’s 
throat without cutting off the flow 
of oxygen. Better yet, skip the blame 
game and come up with a plan to get 
the work done. Otherwise, it’ll be a 
very interesting 2022 election.

Lee Pulaski is the city editor for NEW Media. Readers 
can contact him at lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com.

LEE PULASKI
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Climate measures safeguard America’s future
The American Society of Civil 

Engineers heralded President Biden’s 
Nov. 15 signing of the $1.2 trillion 
infrastructure bill as “a historic bi-
partisan achievement that represents 
the largest investment in our nation’s 
critical infrastructure in a generation 
or more.”

The organization’s praise for 
the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA) is not surprising, as 
it estimated the U.S. infrastructure 
investment deficit to be $2.59 trillion 
over 10 years. According to the ASCE: 
“Poor roads and airports mean travel 
times increase. An aging electric grid 
and inadequate water distribution 
make utilities unreliable. Problems 
like these translate into higher costs 
for businesses to manufacture and 
distribute goods and provide ser-
vices. These higher costs, in turn, get 
passed along to workers and fami-
lies.”

The IIJA’s designation of $47 bil-
lion for climate resilience, including 
flood control, is crucial. To quote 
Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., coauthor of 
the bill’s climate adaptation provi-
sions: “There’s people living in Liv-

ingston Parish, for 
example, flooded 
in 2016, whose 
lives — every-
thing in their life 
was destroyed. 
The pictures of 
their children, the 
wedding dress in 
which they mar-
ried, the home in 

which they lived, which had never 
flooded before — the fact that we are 
helping our fellow Americans avoid 
that gives me an incredible sense of 
satisfaction.”

Although $47 billion for adapta-
tion has been called transformational, 
it’s a fraction of the sum needed. 
An October report by First Street 
Foundation, a flood research group, 
concludes that a quarter of our na-
tion’s critical infrastructure, such as 
airports, hospitals and power stations, 
is at risk of becoming inoperable due 
toflooding made worse by climate 
change. Oconto and Rhinelander 
top the Wisconsin risk list, with my 
hometown of Sparta being seventh.

Regarding the value of preparing 

for climate-related risks, the Fourth 
National Climate Assessment asserts: 
“Nationally, estimates of adaptation 
costs range from tens to hundreds of 
billions of dollars per year, but are 
expected to save several times that 
over the long run.”

For example, using sandbags to 
protect homes in South Florida can 
have a benefit-cost ratio of 20 to 1, 
while levees and seawalls along the 
Gulf Coast can have a benefit-cost 
ratio as high as 2.3 to 1 for refineries 
and petrochemical plants.

The Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change views funding for 
climate resilience as an investment 
in avoided costs. According to Brian 
O’Callaghan, coauthor of the United 
Nations Adaptation Gap report: 
“Investing in climate adaptation is a 
bit like getting insurance for a known 
event. We pay $1 today to save our-
selves $10 tomorrow.”

While the bipartisan infrastruc-
ture law provides protection for our 
communities, ports and roads from 
climate hazards, the Build Back Better 
Act, which is in peril in the Senate, 
would spend over $500 billion on 

clean energy projects and incentives 
to curtail greenhouse gas emissions 
and avoid worst-case climate sce-
narios.

Carbon dioxide stays in the atmo-
sphere for hundreds of years, and the 
more we emit, the greater the impacts 
will become. The 2019 report, “A 
Climate Security Plan for America: A 
Presidential Plan for Combating the 
Security Risks of Climate Change,” 
warns: “It cannot be assumed that 
the U.S. will naturally adapt to the 
security risks of climate change in the 
future. The president has a responsi-
bility to protect our national security 
from future climate threats by ensur-
ing they never come to pass.”

The foresight demonstrated by 
the climate provisions of the Build 
Back Better agenda is refreshing 
in a time often characterized by a 
short-termism that is penny wise, but 
pound foolish. Implementing these 
policies would signify U.S. leadership 
and be a critical step in the climate 
fight.

Terry Hansen is a retired educator who lives in Hales 
Corners and writes frequently on climate change.

TERRY HANSEN

YO U R  R I G H T  TO  K N OW

School investigation records should be public
Two years ago, a Madison East 

High School teacher chaperoning 
a Minneapolis field trip crept into 
students’ rooms using copies of their 
room keys and planted hidden cam-
eras in their bathrooms.

On Nov. 22, a few weeks after 
the teacher, David Kruchten, was 
sentenced to 12 years in prison, 
the Madison School Board finally 
updated its field trip policies to pro-
hibit chaperones from holding on to 
student room keys.

Why did it take the school board 
longer to make field trips safer for 
students than it took the courts to 
bring the creepy teacher to justice?

One reason is the school district’s 
decision to withhold from the public 
investigative records related to the 
incident. A report prepared by an 
outside attorney at a cost to taxpay-
ers of $8,000 was completed in June 
2020. But the district kept the report 
from parents, reporters and even 
the Madison School Board until it 

was accidentally 
released to the 
newspaper Isth-
mus in August 
2021.

The report 
includes recom-
mendations for 
new field trip 
policies and 
revelations — in-

cluding the outrageous claim that no 
“reportable abuse” occurred — that 
might have spurred the school board 
to take action before this school 
year started. But the district didn’t 
forward new field trip policy recom-
mendations to the board until after 
the accidental release of the report.

“I’msurprised it’s taken this long 
to get it, and it’s unfortunate board 
members have to see it in the news,” 
former Madison School Board presi-
dent Gloria Reyes told the Wisconsin 
State Journal. “We need to be trans-
parent about these issues even if we 

don’t have all the answers.”
Releasing the report also would 

have reassured families the district 
was addressing their concerns trans-
parently and expeditiously. Now the 
students are suing the district and 
Kruchten for the psychological dam-
age his actions caused.

Even though the district acci-
dentally released the full report, it 
continues to deny requests for the 
same record, as well as a $30,000 
third-party review of another hid-
den camera incident in an East High 
locker room. The locker room cam-
eras were supposedly put in place to 
catch a custodian napping on the job, 
but they were in a location where 
special needs students changed 
clothes.

The district says it won’t re-
lease either report because they are 
protected from public disclosure by 
attorney-client privilege.

A 1996 Wisconsin Supreme Court 
decision in Wisconsin Newspress, 

Inc. v. School Dist. of Sheboygan 
Falls affirmed that a letter between 
an outside attorney and a school 
board did not have to be disclosed 
under the state public records law. 
But the law does not prohibit releas-
ing such records.

That’s what should have hap-
pened here, in both cases, because of 
the undeniable public interest in this 
matter. Now, in addition to the law-
suit over the hotel cameras, the dis-
trict faces a lawsuit from East High 
families over its failure to release the 
report into the locker room cameras.

Perhaps both lawsuits could have 
been avoided if the district had fol-
lowed through on Superintendent 
Carlton Jenkins’ pledge when he 
started in August 2020 “to be trans-
parent.”

Your Right to Know is a monthly column distributed by 
the Wisconsin Freedom of Information Council (wisfoic.

org), a group dedicated to open government. Council 
member Matthew DeFour is state politics editor of the 

Wisconsin State Journal.

MATTHEW DEFOUR
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Biden must unlock new access for U.S. dairy
In early October, we finally got 

a glimpse into the Biden adminis-
tration’s approach to trade when 
Ambassador Katherine Tai outlined 
a “New Approach to the U.S.-China 
Trade Relationship.” Tai made clear 
the intention to maintain several 
policies from the previous admin-
istration, including keeping hold of 
tariffs and zeroing in on enforce-
ment. The stated difference in the 
new approach is to simultaneously 
build out more collaborative efforts 
with our allies.

This all sounded fine, but when 
pressed on whether the U.S. will 
move toward engaging in compre-
hensive trade negotiations, whether 
through a China Phase 2 agreement 
or with other partners, disappoint-
ingly there was no firm commit-
ment. This has been reiterated time 
and again through the administra-
tion’s actions with trading partners 
over the past several months.

Most recently, the administration 
has been engaging with partners 
throughout the Indo-Pacific region, 
structuring what has been touted as 
an “economic framework.” While 

that might ap-
pear to be an 
approach to re-
engage with our 
former Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership 
partners, it has 
been made clear 
that the end goal 
is not a trade 
deal.

This is disheartening, to say the 
least, for the U.S. dairy industry and 
farmers like me who are hoping for 
sustainable farm businesses that 
survive and thrive long-term for our 
families. Engagement in the global 
market has long been recognized 
as key for the health and vitality of 
our industry and rural communities. 
According to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, each dollar of exports 
stimulates another $1.14 in economic 
activity. In 2020, Wisconsin alone 
exported more than $490 million 
worth of dairy products, contribut-
ing another $560 million in econom-
ic activity across the U.S.

This isn’t just about dollars and 
cents. Good, comprehensive trade 

deals make markets fairer and more 
competitive. For U.S. dairy, this 
means ensuring that our partners 
don’t put in place restrictive barriers 
that reduce competition and aren’t 
based on science.

Tai has also said that part of the 
administration’s new approach to 
trade would not be in the tradi-
tional sense, that is, not necessarily 
focused on market access. In the 
dairy industry, we understand fully 
the importance of taking new ap-
proaches; our product innovation 
has been a success story, particu-
larly in the global marketplace. At 
the same time, the U.S. should not 
overlook what is currently working 
and consider how we can maintain 
momentum.

Greater market access for dairy 
exports means more to the industry 
now than ever. Exports are essential 
for balance of the U.S. milk supply 
and demand, growth of the indus-
try and, at the end of the day, dairy 
farmers’ milk checks. The expanding 
global demand for dairy products, 
notably across Asia, makes an ex-
ports push even more opportune.

While we understand the admin-
istration’s focus remains on the do-
mestic industry as we emerge from 
the pandemic — stating that the key 
to our global competitiveness begins 
at home — we must also recognize 
that new trade agreements can sup-
port those efforts. When done right, 
such agreements not only help open 
new markets for U.S. products, but 
they also create a business-friendly 
environment that attracts greater 
investment, fosters innovation and 
stimulates economic growth.

So as the Biden administration 
continues to engage in economic 
dialogue with our partners, it is 
the hope of our dairy farmers and 
processors — for the sake of the 
industry and rural America — that 
the administration embraces the 
value of expanding market access 
and finally begins real, good-faith 
negotiations.

Brody Stapel is a dairy farmer in Wisconsin and 
president of Edge Dairy Farmer Cooperative, which 

represents farmers throughout the Upper Midwest on 
federal dairy policy and is one of the top dairy co-ops 

in the country based on milk volume.

BRODY STAPEL

L E T T E R S  TO  T H E  E D I TO R
Mask policies are not 

about the science
To the editor:

Why is anyplace still requiring 
masks?

Studies that show facemasks are 
effective have one or more of four 
flaws:

• They only look at N95 or better, 
not surgical or cloth.

• They look at clinical, not com-
munity settings.

• They don’t look at wearing them 
for hours at a time.

• They’re so badly designed any 
data accumulated by them is suspect.

Studies that are free of these flaws 
consistently come to one of two 
conclusions: Facemasks make no 

statistical difference, and facemasks 
increase infections.

Dr. Jeremey Henrichs, a physician 
for the University of Illinois Athletic 
Department, is not the only physician 
in America to oppose mask mandates 
enacted by (not medically licensed) 
state governors, but he is one of the 
few to also be a “public official” due 
to being an elected member of the 
Mahomet-Seymour school board.

The Illinois Department of Finan-
cial and Professional Regulation took 
issue with his stance, demanding in 
an Aug. 11 letter that he provide a 
“detailed statement on your opinion 
about masks, and whether you sup-
port and will enforce a mask mandate 
based on your elected position as a 
school board member,” warning that 
his actions fell under the unprofes-

sional-conduct part of the Medical 
Practice Act.

“I have considered authoritative 
medical evidence that questions the 
necessity of mandatory masking in 
our schools. As a result, the IDPFR 
has threatened my medical licen-
sure unless I expressly support and 
enforce a mask mandate for all stu-
dents. The IDPFR had commanded 
me to ‘toe the line’ or suffer personal 
and professional consequences,” 
Henrichs said in a statement.

The IDPFR backed down after 
Henrichs’ lawyer pointed out that 
threatening his medical license 
could be considered as an attempt to 
“coerce or intimidate a public official 
in the performance of his public du-
ties,” which is a violation of Illinois 
State Law.

Get this straight: he was able to 
express his educated, professional 
opinion about facemask usage not 
because he was a licensed medi-
cal doctor, but because he was an 
elected official.

Doctors without the protection 
of a political hat to wear along with 
their cadeuceus are under the thumb 
of their professional boards, some 
of whom threated with the vaguely-
defined “misinformation” (like 
Federation of State Medical Boards) 
and others (like Canada’s College of 
Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario) 
prohibit comments that counter the 
official narrative, specifically includ-
ing “anti-masking” statements.

Does this sound like “settled sci-
ence,” or science silenced?

Wendy Goerl, Shawano

O P I N I O N  PA G E  P O L I C Y
The Shawano Leader welcomes letters from its readers and wants to publish as many as possible. Letters should be no longer than 400 words and must be typed. The editor 

reserves the right to edit letters for accuracy, brevity and clarity. Please avoid personal attacks. Only one letter per writer will be published in a 14-day period, and letters from 
new writers will be considered first over more frequent participants. Longer pieces of up to 800 words will be considered for guest columns. All columns require a head shot 
of the author. All opinion pieces must be signed by the author, and an address and telephone number must be included for verification. No anonymous opinion pieces will be 
published under any circumstances. Thank you letters will be considered for publication on community pages in the paper. The 400-word limit applies to thank you letters, as 
well. The best and most expedient way to send letters is by email to editor@newmedia-wi.com. Put “letter to the editor” in the subject line and send the text in the body of the 
email. Letters can also be sent by mail or delivered in person to 1464 E. Green Bay St., Shawano.
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Wynona “Nonie” M. Hansen, 91, 
of Gillett, passed away of COVID 
on Sunday, Dec. 26, 2021. Nonie was 
born on Nov. 10, 1930, to the late 
Elmer and Olga (Miller) Wetzel, the 
oldest of six children. She gradu-
ated from Gillett High School with 
the class of 1948. Nonie married Le-
roy Hansen on June 18, 1949, at the 
EUB Church in Gillett. She worked 
at Parkside Dairy for a number of 
years. The couple opened Lee’s Ser-
vice Station in July 1968, which they 
owned and operated for 20 years. 
In the 1970s, the Oconto County 
Commission on Aging Meal Site 
began in Gillett and Nonie began 
volunteering immediately to deliver 
meals. Later, she became a fill-in 
worker and cook at the Oconto 
Falls meal site where she remained 
until two weeks before her pass-
ing. Her fresh bread was well loved 
by all the meal site patrons. Nonie 
enjoyed traveling, going on trips 
across the country with Leroy, 
traveling with daughters and grand-
daughter to New York, and many 
other memorable trips. Her last trip 
was for her 91st birthday and her 
daughters took her to Yuma, Ari-
zona, to visit with her brother, Lyle. 
Nonie was a life-long caregiver, 

helping to raise 
her brother’s and 
lovingly raising 
all her children. 
Her family will 
remember her 
elaborate family 
functions, making 
many dishes for 
every gathering. 
She was well 

known for her pickles and desserts.
Nonie is survived by her three 

children, Connie Hansen, Kathy 
(Jeff) Bahrke, and Jeff (Renae) Han-
sen; loving brothers, Lyle Wetzel 
and Steve (Bonnie) Wetzel; seven 
beloved grandchildren, Shawn 
(Danielle) Hensel, Joel Bahrke, 
Jessica (Brandon) Williams, Jon 
(Emily) Bahrke, David (Karis) Han-
sen, Katie (Ben) Baeten, and John 
Hansen; much loved great-grand-
children, David and Isaac Ohzourk, 
Lucy, Vance, Connor, and Abigail 
Williams, Ryker, Harvey, and Hank 
Bahrke, Todd Hansen, Hadasah, 
Abishai, Shiloh, and Titus Baeten, 
and one on the way. She is further 
survived by many nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband, Leroy; infant 

daughter, Carol; brothers, Elmer 
“Bud” Wetzel Jr., Dale Wetzel, 
and Ervin Wetzel; nephews, Ervin 
Wetzel, Jamie Wetzel, and Scott 
Wetzel.

Visitation will be held on Satur-
day, Jan. 1, 2022, at Gruetzmacher 
Funeral Home in Suring from 9 a.m. 
until the memorial service at 11 a.m. 
with Pastor Kevin Kuhn officiating. 
Gruetzmacher Funeral Home in 
Suring is assisting the family with 
arrangements. Online condolences 
can be expressed at www.gruetzm-
acherfuneralhome.com.

The family would like to thank 
Nonie’s “other daughter,” Mary 
Blumerich, for being such a great 
friend and looking out for Nonie 
over the years.

Wynona “Nonie” M. Hansen
O B I T UA R I E S



Editor’s note: The following is a 
list of the top sports stories for 2021.

Whiting earns 3rd state wrestling 
title

Even a condensed season 
couldn’t slow the incredible high 
school career for Oconto Falls’ 
Clayton Whiting last winter.

The then-junior won his third-
straight state title on Feb. 13, doing 
so in the 182-pound weight class at 
the Division 2 state tournament. He 
won his three matches that day by 
pin to cap a 17-0 season.

“Today’s title just shows that 
I’m getting better and that there is 
more room for improvement and I 
gotta set even high goals for myself 
now,” said Whiting after the tour-
nament.

Whiting later was unanimously 
selected as the Wrestler of the Year 
in the North Eastern Conference 
and committed to the University of 
Missouri back on Nov. 16.

Whiting’s teammate Graeson 
Pankratz also competed at the state 
tournament, placing sixth in the 113 
class. Pankratz finished the year 
with a 14-4 record.

Lena’s Dylan Comins made it to 
state in the 113 weight class in Divi-
sion 3. He went 16-3 on the season.

Gillett’s Schaal wins discus title
Senior Karissa Schaal capped her 

track and field career at Gillett with 
a Division 3 state title in discus.

She posted a mark of 117 feet, 4 
inches in the preliminary round, a 
mark which still stood when she 
threw in the finals. Instead of being 
complacent with the mark, she un-
corked a throw of 122-11 on her final 
attempt, a new school record.

“It’s crazy, insanely crazy,” said 
Schaal. “It’s all the hard work. I 
mean, work, work, work and put 
your mind to it and I had nothing 
to lose at that point. It was the last 
throw of my life, so I left it all out 
there.”

Schaal also placed sixth at state 
in the shot put.

The Gillett boys 4x800-meter 
relay team of Alex Peterson, Evan 
Peterson, Connor Hanson and 
Derek Hanson took second at state.

Alex Peterson also was sixth in 
the 3,200, while Connor Hanson 
claimed 15th in the 800 and Derek 
Hanson was 15th in the 1,600.

The Gillett girls 4x800 relay 
team of Aubrey DeBauch, Ryann 
Wagner, Carleigh Kaczmarek and 
Sylvia Hansen took fourth.

Individually, DeBauch was fifth 
in the 300 hurdles. Hansen was 
sixth in the 800 to cap the big day 

for Gillett state athletes.
Lena/St. Thomas Aquinas Acad-

emy’s Kennedy Marquardt and Sur-
ing’s Jeremy Hensel were also part 
of the D3 state action.

Marquardt placed 14th in the 
400, while Hensel claimed 12th in 
the pole vault.

Peterson leads area state  
cross-country runners

Gillett’s Alex Peterson placed 
10th in the Division 3 field at the 
2021 State Boys & Girls Cross-
Country Championships on Oct. 30 
in Wisconsin Rapids.

The 10th-place finish helped 
Peterson meet his individual goal of 
medaling at state.

“It is truly a big accomplish-
ment,” added Peterson. “I’m very 
excited to have accomplished my 
goal.”

He was one of four Gillett 
runners competing, including his 
brother Evan Peterson and Angela 
Mosconi and Carleigh Kaczmarek 
on the girls side.

Evan Peterson claimed 68th. 
Mosconi took 37th, with Kaczmarek 
in 40th.

Suring’s Olivia Noack, Oconto 
Falls’ Joe Adams and Pulaski’s T.J. 
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Area individuals excelled at state in 2021
Several teams  

also put together 
big seasons
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Oconto Falls’ Clayton Whiting, right, celebrates after beating Northwestern’s Ian Smith in the 182-pound weight class first-place match at the Division 2 
WIAA State Individual Wrestling Tournament on Feb. 13 at Adams-Friendship High School. Whiting won his third state title with that win.� TORK MASON



Shaw also competed at state.
Noack claimed 52nd in the D3 

girls race. 
Adams finished 48th in the D2 

boys race, while Shaw was 77th in 
the D1 boys race.

Lena/STAA, Pulaski football  
teams enjoy big seasons

The Lena/STAA and Pulaski 
football teams each enjoyed memo-
rable seasons in the fall.

Lena/STAA finished the regular 
season with an 8-0 record, which 
included a title in the MONLPC-
East Division.

The perfect season helped the 
co-op earn its fourth-ever playoff 
appearance, where it earned a win 
over Florence.

The co-op, which had gone win-
less in 2019, was eliminated after a 
level two playoff loss to Wabeno/
Laona.

Pulaski got to play plenty of 
football in 2021, starting with the 
alternate fall season in the spring. 
In the fall, Pulaski went 7-2 in the 
regular season to earn a No. 3 seed 
in Division 2 for the postseason.

The Red Raiders defeated No. 6 
West De Pere 23-14 and No. 7 Sling-
er 10-7 before being eliminated in 
the third level of postseason play.

Oconto Falls also qualified for 
the playoffs. 

The Panthers went 8-2 in the 
regular season and 6-1 in the North-
woods Conference.

Suring girls basketball  
team wins regional title

Suring won a Division 5 regional 
title to cap an impressive 2020-21 
season.

The Eagles topped Lena and 
Green Bay NEW Lutheran in re-
gional play.

Suring was guided by its se-
nior class — Kylee Stelzer, Paige 
Krueger, Kelsey Smith.

The Eagles were eliminated after 
a sectional semifinal loss to Athens.

Suring, Gillett share  
M&O girls basketball title

Suring and Gillett joined Cole-
man as two-loss girls basketball 
teams to finish atop the Marinette 
& Oconto Conference standings.

Suring, which won its final nine 
regular season games, had Paige 
Krueger, Kate Mahoney, Kelsey 
Smith and Kylee Stelzer make all-
conference teams.

Aubrey DeBauch, Macy Franti, 
Carleigh Kaczmarek and Karissa 
Schaal were all-conference selec-
tions from Gillett.

Oconto Falls, Lena boys  
golf teams make sectionals

Oconto Falls and Lena both had 
their boys golf teams qualify for 
sectionals during the spring season.

Evan Jaeger led Oconto Falls at 
regionals, while Rease Hodkiewicz, 
Trevor Metzler, Caden Leonhardt 
and Thomas Carmondy rounding 
out the team.

Lena’s team was guided by 
Braden McVane and Mason Simon-
son at regionals. Evan VanderZan-
den and K.C. Miller filled out the 
four-golfer team.

Pulaski girls, Oconto Falls’  
Pytleski make sectionals

On the girls golf side of things 
this fall, the Pulaski team and Ocon-
to Falls golfer Kate Pytleski each 
made it to sectionals.

Pulaski’s sectional team was 
comprised of Vivien Ninham, Olivia 
Follese, Ella Ficarri, Summer Jaeger 
and Danika Holewinski.

Pytleski qualified for sectionals 
after a 10th-place finish at regionals.

STAA/Lena baseball  
makes sectional appearance

The St. Thomas Aquinas Acad-
emy/Lena baseball team capped a 
strong spring season with a region-
al title and sectional appearance.

STAA/Lena went 7-5 in Mari-
nette & Oconto Conference play to 
help the team earn a No. 1 seed for 
the postseason.

The co-op escaped its first re-
gional game with an 11-10 win over 
fourth-seeded Wausaukee and then 
topped No. 2 Pembine/Goodman 
2-1 in the regional title game.

The co-op was eliminated by 
Greenwood in a sectional semifinal 
matchup.

Bucks’ title leads state’s teams
The Milwaukee Bucks NBA title 

over the summer was the highlight 
of a big year for Wisconsin-based 
sports teams.

Milwaukee won its first title 
in 50 years after taking down the 
Phoenix Suns in six games. The 
Bucks topped the Miami Heat, 
Brooklyn Nets and then Atlanta 

Hawks to win the Eastern Confer-
ence title.

The Wisconsin Badgers won a 
pair of championships in 2021, as 
the volleyball and women’s hockey 
teams were the last teams standing.

The Badgers’ volleyball team 
topped Nebraska in a five-set thrill-
er just a couple weeks ago. The 
Wisconsin women’s hockey team 
also won in thrilling fashion, with a 
2-1 overtime win over Northeastern 
back in late March.

The Green Bay Packers and 
Milwaukee Brewers also made 
postseason appearances during the 
year, and the Packers have already 
qualified for the upcoming postsea-
son. Quarterback Aaron Rodgers 
was named the NFL’s MVP for the 
2020-21 season and is in contention 
for the award again this season.
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Suring’s Paige Krueger, center, prepares to take a shot during a Division 5 sectional semifinal playoff game against Athens on Feb. 18 in Suring. The Eagles 
won a regional title and finished at the top of the conference standings during the 2020-21 season.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com

ONLINE
This week’s high school and college highlights 

and wrestling tournament results can be found 
online at www.newmedia-wi.com.



PAGE 20  •  NEW MEDIA  •  OCT  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2021

AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  M A X  B E Y E R

Lena scoring machine guiding team
Lena High School’s Max Beyer has 

been one of the area’s best players 
since stepping on to the court as a 
freshman. Now a senior, Beyer is hop-
ing to guide the team to a big season.

Beyer has made a Marinette & 
Oconto Conference team in every 
season he’s played. He made the hon-
orable mention team in his freshman 
season before jumping to the second 
team as a sophomore.

He led the conference in points per 
game (22.6) as a junior while mak-
ing the all-conference list again. The 
M&O didn’t separate players into a 
first, second or honorable mention 
status that year. Beyer also scored his 
1,000th point late in the season.

Through Dec. 26 and the team’s 
first six games, Beyer is averaging 19.2 
points per contest. He’s already made 
18 3-pointers.

He also leads the team in rebounds 
(5.8) and blocks (1.2) per game, while 
also averaging 1.2 assists and 1.3 steals.

Q: When did your interest in 
basketball begin?

A: In middle school my dad (Kurt) 
and I started working out a lot and 
then I fell in love with the game.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the basketball season?

A: Playing games and getting better.
Q: What has basketball taught 

you over the years?
A: To never give up no matter what.
Q: After reaching 1,000 career 

points as a junior, what individual 
goals do you have for this season?

A: Win as many games as possible.
Q: Despite other teams know-

ing you are a scoring threat, you 
are still able to put up big numbers 
each game. How do you accom-
plish that?

A: I give a lot of credit to my dad 
for helping me so much over the years 
and never giving up, he works so hard 
to help me to do my best. Also a big 

part is trusting that God’s will be done 
in all.

Q: What are some of the team’s 
goals this winter, and what needs 
to happen in order to achieve the 
goals?

A: Win as a team. Continue to get 
better on both ends of the court and 
grow as a team.

Q: It’s known that you are the 
team’s go-to scorer. How are you 
able to still produce big games 
with opponents knowing that?

A: God’s will. Keep working hard 
and trusting in my teammates.

Q: Do you have any rituals you 
go through before a game begins?

A: Pray, try to eat/hydrate and stay 
mentally prepared.

Q: As a senior, how do you try 
and help lead the rest of the team?

A: Do my best to be a leader and 
also lead by example.

Q: What’s your favorite memo-
ry of competing on the Lena boys 
basketball team?

A: Having tons of fun with the guys 
and coaches.

Q: Favorite movie, TV show 
and musical artist?

A: Movie — “No Way Home.” TV 
show — “Curious George.” Musical 
artist – No favorite.

Q: Name one thing about your-
self that not many people know.

A: I have gray hair spots already.
Q: What are some things you 

hope to accomplish after graduat-
ing high school?

A: Continue to grow as a person 
and put the life skills I’ve learned into 
my daily walk.

AT A GLANCE
ATHLETE: Max Beyer
SPORT: Basketball
POSITION: Guard
SCHOOL: Lena High School
YEAR: Senior

Lena’s Max Beyer dribbles up the court during a Marinette & Oconto Conference game against Gillett on 
Dec. 16 in Gillett.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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TRY A GNC CLASSIFIED!!!
Total coverage with a  combination of

over 30 Publications for
$49.95!!!
This includes  

Northeastern Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan!!

Call 715-526-6188 to find out how
easy it is to place your ad!!!

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS
DON'T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-888-686-1458
(WCAN)
GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a FREE Quote today!
Call for additional terms and
conditions. 1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional Installation. Top
Quality - Made in the USA. Call for free
consultation: 877-544-2415 Ask about
our specials! (WCAN)

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

2013 HOLIDAY RAMBLER 40'
MOTORHOME Under 30K Miles!
ONLINE AUCTION Ends 12/28 Hansen
Auction Group 920-383-1012 for info
View Pics & Learn More at
HAGAUCTION.COM (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? ....
GET RESULTS! Affordable advertising
that fits your budget! Reach OVER
300,000 homes! Place your ad in MANY
weekly Wisconsin Shoppers & Buyers'
Guide papers for as low as $36.00 Call
today! Publishers Development Service,
Inc. (PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737
www.pdsadnet.com

FARMI Logging Winch's, Valby PTO
Chippers, Skidsteer wood splitters, Log
Loader, Trailers, Grapple Rotators,
rototillers 866-638-7885
threeriversforestry.com (WCAN)

MMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEMMIISSCCEELLLLAANNEEOOUUSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
For Sale New Trailer: 82”x20' Skidster
14.000 GRWR, locking tool box.
Skidster forks carrier, trailer parts &
axles also available. Call Goldfield
Trailer Sales LLC, 920-604-4044 

Portable Storage Sheds: Metal siding &
roofing. Treated 3/4" plywood floor on
skids Everything is 2x4 24" on center.
6'x8' swinging doors. Sidewalls 6'8" tall.
12x16 $3950 12x20 $5570 Free delivery
within 50 miles of Auburndale WI
Custom sizes & color call 715-321-1309

UP TO $15,000 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral & other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company
844-433-5898 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/wcp (WCAN)

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

A.A. Oconto Group: Mondays &
Fridays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at 10
a.m. (open meeting) at First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto James 920-
834-6276. TF

AA Group Meeting: 24 hour group
every Wed. night. 8:00 p.m. at Masonic
Lodge on corner of Washington St. and
Caldwell, Oconto Falls TF

ATTENTION MEDICARE RECIPIENTS!
Open Enrollment for Medicare health
plans is here! Call our licensed
insurance agents for an affordable quote
for your needed coverage. Call for a no
obligation free quote now! 855-686-2201
(TTY: 711) (WCAN)

Become a Published Author!
Publications sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE
author submission kits. 1-844-268-6554
(WCAN)

Classified advertising at it's best. Reach
over 280,000 homes in northeast WI
and Upper Michigan. Place your ad in
over 25 newspapers/shoppers. Just go
to www.greatnorthernconn.com. Fast,
easy and affordable.

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

Co-Dependency Meeting Thursdays at
noon. St. James Lutheran Church, 1402
Main St., Marinette TF
DENTAL INSURANCE. From
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for (350+) procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Don't Wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)
GUARANTEED BUFFALO AND ELK
HUNTS in the Black Hills. Elk hunts:
cows $2300, bulls  $2900. Buffalo hunts:
cows $2100, bulls starting at $3100.
605-391-4646. nvrbuffalo@gmail.com
LIFE ALERT. One Press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home & on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription). CALL
855-892-1134 FREE Brochure (WCAN)
Living Well With Depression and
Bipolar - Bellin Behavioral Health
Center, 301 E. St. Joseph St., Green
Bay, Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. Contact: Jerry Kamke 920-544-
5596. TF
STROKE & CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes of death,
according to the AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening can provide
peace of mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening to
schedule your screening. Special offer -
5 screenings for just $149! Call 1-888-
675-5048 (WCAN)
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months! Call
920-600-8950 the Mission, Program
Information & Tuition is located at
CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-
information. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)
(WCAN)

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad
Network) and/or the member
publications review ads to the best of
their ability. Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are ready to take
your money! PLEASE BE CAREFUL
ANSWERING ANY AD THAT SOUNDS
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a complaint
regarding an ad, please contact The
Department of Trade, Agriculture &
Consumer Protection 1-800-422-7128
(WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
1 MinPin Cross Female $400 all 7
weeks old 715-758-6851
Absolutely Beautiful Bichon Puppies for
Sale starting at $800 and 1 Absolutely
Beautiful Teddy Bear Puppy Male puppy
for $800. Ready to go now & up to date
on shots. Call (906) 368-0948 and (906)
246-3729
BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES Tri-Color,
Shots/Vet Checked, dews, dewormed
$1200 No Sunday Calls 715-409-3321
(495932) (WCAN)

Chesadoodle pups black or choc cute
w/curly hair Shots Dewormed, Born
11/27/21 $800  715-257-7077 715-257-
7950
ENGLISH SHEP/POODLE CROSS Tri-
color $850; SIBERIAN HUSKEY'S $750
715-250-2793

FEMALE LABRADOODLE PUP Cream
w/Curly Hair. shots, dewormed Born
11/10/21 $800  715-257-7077  OR 715-
257-7950

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS AKC
Excel Temp Genetic Guarantee Parents
OFA'd 715-537-5413 www.jerland.com
#268001-DS (WCAN)

GOLDENDOODLE PUPPIES Your New
Best Friend awaits! $650 715-267-6470

Mini Golden Doodles: 18-22 Lbs.
Miniature poodles, dark red, CKC
registered. 12-16 lbs. Vaccinated,
wormed, written guarantee, delivery part
way, $1,000 - $1,500. Call or text 715-
850-1933.
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PPEETTSSPPEETTSS
POODLE-COLLIE CROSS PUPPIES
Nice colors, tan-white, black/Chocolate
$200 ea;
PUREBRED BOXER PUPS, Fawn
colored, Shots UTD Ready Now! $800
715-823-2147
Use Seal N Heal® to seal wounds on
dogs & cats with a bitter taste to prevent
gnawing,allow healing. At Tractor
Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

BBOOAABBOOAATTSS//WWTTSS//WWAAAATTEERRTTEERR
FAMILY FUN STARTS HERE!
BOAT&PONTOON WORLD-
PONTOONS, SKI-WAKE FISHING &
BOW RIDERS, ATVs, SIDE X SIDES &
MOTORCYCLES. BEST PRICE &
SELECTION IN THE MIDWEST=SAVE
HUGE! AMERICAN
MARINE&MOTORSPORTS,
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM
SHAWANO 866-955-2628
WE BUY-
BOATS/RV/PONTOONS/SLED/ATVs&
MOTORCYCLES! “CASH PAID” NOW!
AMERICAN MARINE &
MOTORSPORTS SUPERCENTER,
SHAWANO 866-955-2628
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM

YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE
helps Rawhide provide mental health
services that redirect local Wisconsin
youth & adults from harmful decisions.
Donate Today! 888-653-2729 (WCAN)

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR or TRUCK to
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3-
Day Vacation. Tax Deductible. Free
Towing. All paperwork taken care of!
CALL 844-374-3067 (WCAN)

WWaanntteedd  ttoo
BBuuyy

Buying junk cars and trucks. No title
needed, but vehicles must be lien free.

No charge for pick up. Paying cash. Also
buying Catalytic Converters.

Call 715-851-7027 or 715-250-2506 for
questions or pricing.

Guns Wanted: Paying Cash for any
type of gun, including old military guns.
Licensed FFL. Call Scott at 715-923-
7727. Nerat Merchandising,
Menominee, Mi

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT
3 WEEKS NEW JOB! NEW CAREER -
NEW YOU! Train with us for your CDL at
SCDTI 715-942-2700 ext 102

Help Wanted: General Laborer.
Morgan Wood Products. Oconto Falls. 

Call 920-604-0477
John's One Stop

Is looking for full/part time
help during the 

Summer / Fall time!
*Benefits include 1/4rly

Bonuses, fuel, food,
Tanning discounts

Want just weekends?
Extra income or few days week? 

High school students (18 yrs or older)
Encouraged to apply.

*Higher starting pay with quarterly 
incentive bonuses*

Looking for SEASONAL PART-TIME
RECEPTIONIST, Hours M-F 3:00pm-?
& Sat 8:30am-?.  Apply in person at
8814 Hwy 22, Oconto Falls Phone: 920-
848-3541.
OTR TRUCK DRIVERS FT/PT
Competitive wages & full benefits.
Mileage, Drop pay, Paid weekly Home
weekends, NO east/west coast, 28
central states. Van & Hopper Division.
Agriculture experience a plus. Fox Valley
company since 1958  Call Frank 920-
788-6242 or 920-858-0238. Van Groll
Trucking, Kaukauna

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

AT&T Internet Starting at $40/ month
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-855-
770-5080 (WCAN)

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 months
with CHOICE Package. Watch your
favorite live sports, news and
entertainment anywhere. One year of
HBO Max FREE. Directv is #1 in
Customer Satisfaction (JD Power &
Assoc.) Call for more details! (some
restrictions apply) Call 1-888-925-9452
(WCAN)

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/mo. 65 Channels. Stream Breaking
News, Live Events, Sports & On
Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL 1-855-732-1304
(WCAN)

DISH NETWORK $64.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

DIRECTV STREAM The Best of Live &
On-Demand On All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo
for 12 mo. Stream on 20 devices at once
in your home. HBO Max FREE for 1 yr
(w/ CHOICE Package or higher) Call for
more details today! (some restrictions
apply) Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)
FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES
See how much you can save! High risk
SR22 driver policies available! Call 844-
841-5198 (WCAN)
HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25 mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. Wifi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited
Time Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)
STOP WORRYING! SilverBills
eliminates the stress & hassle of bill
payments. All household bills
guaranteed to be paid on time, as long
as appropriate funds are available.
Computer not necessary. Call for a
FREE trial or a custom quote today.
SilverBills 1-844-962-2327 (WCAN)
VIASAT SATELLITE INTERNET Up to
12 Mbps Plans Starting at $30/mo. Our
Fastest Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) &
Unlimited Data Plans Start at
$100/month. Call Viasat today! 1-866-
880-6125 (WCAN)

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

1350 E  Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

Starting at  $589 deposit $199
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available
Starting at $530

$199 Deposit
Tom

715-280-0525

FOR RENT: OCONTO FALLS, 1BR
upper $550  sewer, heat & water
included. Reference required. NO

PETS. Call 920-373-5542

HHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEHHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

LONG DISTANCE MOVING Call today
for a FREE QUOTE from America's
Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us
take the stress out of moving! Call now
to speak to one of our Quality
Relocation Specialists: 888-660-6593
(WCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurance
companies. Get a quote within minutes.
Average savings of $444/year! Call
877-694-9013! (M-F 8am-8pm CST)
(WCAN)

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

MOVING?
Need to Clean Out the Attic?

Advertise in the

CLASSIFIEDS
715-526-6188

The more 
information you 

provide...
the better response 

you will get.

CLASSIFIEDS
715-526-6188

PAGE 28  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2021



Northeast Wisconsin Technical 
College

On Dec. 16, NWTC hosted its 
mid-year graduation ceremony, cel-
ebrating more than 1,400 students 
from three campuses and five re-
gional centers who have completed 
their programs during the fall 2021 
semester. This is the first in-person 
graduation ceremony since Decem-
ber 2019.

Local students who received 
degrees or certificates include the 
following:

• Abrams: Theresa Gokey, Zach-
ary Gerhartz, Jennifer Brzezinski, 
Duane Lundwall, Lindze Gokey, 
Sarah Penegor, McKenna Seidl, Lo-
gan Joachim, Braden Vandermoss

• Bonduel: Tracie Brede, Sara 
Stern, Kevin Lynch, Jodi Kurtz, 
Victoria Figlinski, Amber Kuptz, 
Ashton Faulkender, Noah Wilber, 
Alexander Boyd, Ariana Lepscier, 
Josephine Wudtke, Kelsey Moore, 
Sarah Garside, Caleb Hyzer, Karlee 
Ziermer, Emeline Skalecki, Sara 
Rohm, Akora Chaplin

• Bowler: Jessica Wanta, Mylan 
Gardner, Caleah Bernarde

• Gillett: Taylor Yonker, Jacob 
Ingala, Victoria Upson, Sabrina 
Vandenelzen

• Gresham: Heather Schultz, 
Brooklyn Hoffman, Aiyanah King

• Keshena: Twila Pecore, Shaun-
da Williams, Courtney Schlichting, 
Leah Cox

• Krakow: Dalton Cairns, Kylei 
Wozniak, Grace Fischer

• Lena: Emily Schoenick, Anna 
Bins, Tayler Robertson, Maria 
Pashouwer-Schwabe, Megan Sve-
jda, Nicole Merkt, Lily Potter

• Mountain: Samuel Seidler, Bos-
ton Bowman

• Neopit: Rebecca Ponfil-Smart
• Oconto: Tina Frye, Kelly 

Thomason, Kevin Brekke, Amanda 
Derry, Ryann Fuller, Madison 

Belongia, Zoey Kingsley, Mad-
delyn Olive, Rebecca Eckstrom, 
Randi Blasing, Victoria Wuster-
barth, Morgan Moes, Lillia Rouse, 
Kaylee Kaminski, Sierra Wuster-
barth, Ellen Sohrweide, Molly 
Boucher, April Henden, Cesia 
Flores, Kadynn Bostwick, Lauryn 
Hendzel, Jazper Parker, Quinci 
Tapper

• Oconto Falls: Cara Hooker, Er-
ica Beaumia, Rachelle Reed, Brenda 
Place, Ryan Krueger, Alaina Rueda, 
Amber Komorowski, Hanna Kop-
czynski, Kaitlyn Kershek, Ceclia 
Zeise, Sean Senn, Taylor William-
son, Makayla Kesler, Chelsea Hawk, 
Autumn Canavera, Gabriel Pagel, 
Devon Zielinski, Natali Vasquez-
Contre, Joseph Walters

• Pulaski: Kathryn Spranger, 
Kevin Sanders, Chad Marcelli, 
Wendy Herlache, Margaret 
Schwartz, Vickie Bodart, Melanie 
Geurts, Tera Peterson, Christopher 
Mathewson, Dana James, Jenna 
Leiterman, Jessica Van Ess, Dalia 
Del Villor, Kahner Domke, Hunter 
Holewinski, Hailey Delleman, Julia 
Richmond, Caitlyn Mattmiller, 
Abby Walgurski, Easton Boguskie, 
Janna Turner, Jenna Strenski, Drake 
Niemi, Taylor Williams, Ryker 
Schneider, Grace Krueger, Hunter 
Vannieuwenhoven, Nya Matuszak, 
Nicole Passerell, Travis Longsine, 
Hope Demille, Charlotte Skala, 
Mackenzie Specht, Alyssa Sheedlo, 
Kayla Schmidy, Elaina Welsing, 
Carson Kidd

• Shawano: Rhonda Schmidt, 
Carmen Kramer, Brian Gore-
cki, Dana Ritchie, Christie Isom, 
Stacy Dillinger, Jessica Heling, 
Nichole Faubel, Nicole Ewert, 
Danae Delabrue, Megan Dorsch, 
Adam Koch, Tina Anker, Amanda 
Adamski, Nicole Blasco, Keyyanna 
Synol-Anderson, Matthew Edwards, 
Riley Neitzer, Emma Behl, Kayla 

Hoepfner, Brianna Welch, Autum 
Rossman, Ashley Waupoose, Chloe 
Knope, Mercedes Klatt, Tyler 
Smith, Mackenzie Foster, Madison 
Piest, Parker Pues, Michael Pear-
son, Dayna Besaw, Georgia Eggret, 
Dawson Krueger, Jonathan Spie-
gel, Megan Hass, Elise Pyatskowit, 
Brianna Wright, Mckenzie French, 
Riley Siegfried, Carly Knope, Lilly 
Montour, Braden Barkley, Ariana 
Albert, Alexis Springborn, Alejan-
dra Castro-Carias

• Sobieski: Jennifer Van 
Lieshout, Alison Sobieck, Jeffrey 
Neta, Brianna Wasurick, Alyssa Sp-
agnoletti, Alicia Meyer, Joel Sellen, 
Olivia Williquette, Jacob Wescott, 
Mallory Walton

• Suring: Austin Fidler, Kenna 
Witt, Maxwell Fisher-Yancy

• Townsend: Mariah Miles

Milwaukee School of Engineering
Milwaukee School of Engineer-

ing has named the following stu-
dents to the fall 2021 dean’s list.

• Michael Teeter, from Shawano, 
was named to the list with high 
honors. Teeter is pursuing a Bach-
elor of Science in architectural en-
gineering and a Master of Science 

in architectural engineering.
• Benjamin Bruckert, from Pulas-

ki, was named to the list. Bruckert 
is pursuing a Bachelor of Science in 
biomolecular engineering.

• Grey Tubutis, from Bonduel, 
was named to the list. Tubutis is 
pursuing a Bachelor of Science in 
biomedical engineering.

• Ira Rudesill, from Tigerton, 
was named to the list. Rudesill is 
pursuing a Bachelor of Science in 
mechanical engineering.

Undergraduate students who 
have earned at least 30 credits 
and have a cumulative GPA of 3.2 
or higher (out of 4.0) are on the 
Dean’s List. Students who have 
maintained a 3.7 or higher receive 
high honors.

University of Maryland
Douglas Marquette, of Shawano, 

was named to the dean’s list for the 
fall semester at University of Mary-
land Global Campus.

To be eligible for the honor, 
a student must complete at least 
six credits during the term, earn 
a grade-point average of at least 
3.5 for the term, and maintained a 
cumulative GPA of 3.5.
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715-524-4211

New 
Construction 
Remodeling - 

Service
810 E. Center St., 

Shawano

MOEDE & SONS, INC.
Reliable Plumbing Since 1922
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By WARREN BLUHM
Editor-in-chief

The Gillett City Council on Dec. 
27 gave final approval to a $1.5 mil-
lion budget for 2022, with a small 
handful of changes from the pub-
lished proposed budget.

Most significantly, aldermen made 
up a $35,000 difference between rev-
enues and expenditures. The city is 
expecting $1.571 million in revenues 
and had allocated only $1.536 in the 
proposed budget.

The council approved $20,000 
to begin an annual fire department 
truck replacement fund, $7,500 
toward police vehicle replacement, 
$2,300 for an automated external 
defibrillator, and a 2% wage increase 
for the fire department, matching 
the raise given other non-union city 
employees.

Alderman Deb Rudie questioned 
a sharp increase in “Public Charges 
for Service,” which increased 
from $83,890 in the 2021 budget to 
$148,890.

Mayor Josh McCarthy said most 
of the difference is attributed to the 
$235 annual fee for household refuse 
and recycling pickup imposed in 
2021. The previous $100 fee covered 
the city’s expenses for barely half a 
year, he said.

Rudie was satisfied with that 
explanation.

“I don’t want (budget numbers) 
that are going to mess us up at the 
end of the year because what we an-
ticipated was not a realistic number,” 

she said.
She also welcomed starting the 

emergency vehicle replacement 
funds.

“I commend whoever did that,” 
Rudie said. “Thank you, thank you, 
thank you that we are putting money 
aside for future expenses. That is 
awesome.”

Fire Chief Kurt Hicks also thanked 
the council for planning for replace-
ment of vehicles, such as the city’s 
35-year-old aerial truck.

“That’s the first time we’ve had 
that happen, and I think it’s phenom-
enal,” Hicks said. “It’s incredibly 
appreciated.”

Alderman Gary Spaulding ques-
tioned whether the city is paying its 
volunteer firefighters enough, saying 
it amounts to $9 to $11 an hour, but 
Hicks replied that they will gladly 
accept the same increase as other 
city employees for firefighters with 
news of the vehicle replacement 
fund.

“Our lives depend on that equip-
ment,” Hicks said. “If we can get the 
same 2% as the rest of the city em-
ployees are getting or whatever you 
decide on, I think if you talk to the 
rest of the firefighters they’d be OK 
with that, providing now that they 
know we’re putting money aside for 
truck replacement.”

Firefighters join part-time depart-
ments because they want to perform 
a community service, not for the 
money, the chief added.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Gillett passes 
2022 city budget

Emergency vehicle replacement 
saving funds established

Dale Roger Baumler, Riverview, 
and Linda Marie Petro Pieper, 
Waukesha.

Nicholas Vincent Loch and Tif-
fany Ann Zierler, Lakewood.

Matthew Louis Williams and Sta-
cey Lee Zernicke, Lakewood.

Joseph Alphonse Reignier and 
Summer Leigh Payette, Oconto.

Marcus A. Runge and Jesse Lynn 

Grotelueschen, Underhill.
Alexander Clinton Neshek and 

Sarah Jean Ferdon, Abrams.
David Paul Retzlaff and Teresa 

Lynn Bake, Oconto.
Logan James Klaus and Jessica 

Lynn Parker Brown, Sault Sainte 
Marie, Michigan.

Joseph Alan Hutchinson and 
Stephanie Lynn Schmidt, Brazeau.

M A R R I A G E S
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PARKVIEW
APARTMENTS

Oconto Falls
WHEDA

Subsidized Housing
1, 2, 3, Bedroom Apts.

MERIDIAN GROUP

920-846-3009
Equal Opportunity 
Housing

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The City of Gillett Board of Zon-
ing Appeals plans to hold a public 
hearing Jan. 6 on a rezoning request 
from Dollar General.

The chain of variety stores has 
submitted a request to rezone three 

properties on North McKenzie Av-
enue and West Pine Street from resi-
dential to commercial. The homes 
are at 209 and 217 N. McKenzie Ave. 
and 112 W. Pine St.

Board members will take feedback 
from the public and then consider a 
recommendation for the City Coun-

cil.
Dollar General has expanded its 

presence in Oconto County in recent 
years, with new stores in Oconto, 
Suring, Lena and Oconto Falls. The 
bargain retail chain sells a range of 
household goods, groceries, beauty 
products and other merchandise.

Dollar General seeks rezoning
to build in Gillett neighborhood
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Eight members of the Oconto 
County Board have decided not to 
run for reelection in April, including 
Board Chairman Paul Bednarik of 
District 22.

The others are Supervisors Eliza-
beth Paape (District 4), Robert Pott 

(District 6), Fran Wranosky (District 
9), Karl Ballestad (District 11), Rose 
Stellmacher (District 15), Lowell 
“Buzz” Kamke (District 17), and 
Gregory Sekela (District 22).

Nomination papers for the April 5 
election are due by 5 p.m. Jan. 4.

County board non-candidacy statements filed
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NO. 12’S NO. 12’S 
DOMINANCEDOMINANCE

Rodgers now team’s leader  Rodgers now team’s leader  
in passing TDsin passing TDs

PAGE 2PAGE 2

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers, top, is lifted up by offensive linemen after throwing his 443rd career passing touchdown in a game against the Cleveland Browns on Dec. 25 at Lambeau Field in 
Green Bay.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA



Despite recently turning 38, 
Green Bay Packers quarterback 

Aaron Rodg-
ers shows no 
signs of slowing 
down.

The 10-time 
Pro Bowler 
and three-time 
All-Pro and 
MVP became 
the franchise’s 
all-time leader 
in passing 
touchdowns 

after throwing three in the team’s 
win over the Cleveland Browns on 
Christmas Day.

Rodgers now has 445 passing 
touchdowns in his 17-year career in 
Green Bay, surpassing Brett Favre’s 
mark of 442.

After being picked up by his of-
fensive lineman, congratulated by 
teammates, serenaded with MVP 
chants from the Lambeau Field 
crowd and honored with a tribute 
video of some of his highlights and 
a congratulatory message from 
Favre, Rodgers got emotional.

“To throw 443 on a double-stick, 
one of the first concepts I learned 
as a rookie in this offense, it’s pret-
ty cool,” said Rodgers. “It’s been a 
long career and to break the record 
like that on a simple play like that, 
a staple of the West Coast offense, 
pretty cool.”

“The tribute afterwards, that 
was really cool to see from the first 
touchdown to Greg (Jennings) on 
down the line, some of the memo-
rable ones over the years — and to 
get a message from Favre definitely 
got me a little teary-eyed over on 
the bench. So it’s a moment I’ll 
never forget for sure and I’m thank-
ful for Favre’s message, for the 
response of the guys and the crowd 
obviously was really special.”

It’s been a wild ride to stardom in 
Green Bay for Rodgers, who didn’t 
receive the warmest welcome from 
fans after being drafted in the first 

round of the 2005 NFL Draft.
Fans weren’t ready to move 

on from Favre, but 17 years later, 
Rodgers has proved it was the right 
decision by the organization.

Rodgers didn’t start until his 
fourth year in the league but has 
been one of the league’s best since 
then.

It took Rodgers 45 less games 
and 1,730 fewer attempts than Favre 
to reach 442 touchdowns.

The biggest difference between 
the two QBs comes in the intercep-
tion department, where Rodgers 
threw 193 fewer picks before reach-
ing 442 touchdowns.

Rodgers’ ability to take care of 
the ball so well was highlighted in 
the win over the Browns, where 
Cleveland quarterback Baker May-
field threw four picks.

“He does an unbelievable job, 
and he’s been doing it that way 
his whole career,” said coach Matt 
LaFleur on Rodgers’ ability to avoid 
mistakes. “Certainly, the trust that 
we have in him, it’s hard not to 
throw the ball every snap.”

“We’re fortunate to have a guy 
like him that is able to make not 
only the decisions, but throw with 
such accuracy. It’s unbelievable.”

With his three-TD, zero-INT 
performance against the Browns, it 
marked the fifth-straight game he’s 

thrown for multiple touchdowns and 
not thrown a pick. That ties his own 
franchise best mark he set in 2014.

“The opportunity to play here for 
so long and to have my path crossed 
by so many incredible, influen-
tial people along the way — from 
coaches and players, teammates 
to front-office individuals, weight-
room folks, training-room folks and 
everybody on the third floor that 
I’ve gotten to know over the years 
— this is a special place, and to be a 
part of history like this is not lost on 
me at all,” said Rodgers.

Rodgers will go down as one 
of the all-time greatest QBs in the 
history of the game, but he isn’t 
satisfied yet.

In his message to Rodgers, Favre 
requested something of Rodgers: 
“Go get us another Super Bowl.”

Should Rodgers accomplish that 
feat, his legacy as one of the game’s 
all-time best players will take a 
significant leap up.

With the future outlook of Rodg-
ers’ time in Green Bay in question, 
fans need to savor every moment 
No. 12 lines up behind center and 
realize they might never get to 
watch and cheer for a quarterback 
of that caliber again.
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Packers quarterback continues to impress

MORGAN RODE

Morgan Rode is the sports editor for NEW Media. 
Readers can contact him at sports@newmedia-wi.com.

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers (12) throws a pass in a game against the Cleveland Browns on Dec. 25 at Lambeau Field in Green Bay. Rodgers continues to play at a high level and is soaking up all 
the memories along the way.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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On Oct. 6, the New England Pa-
triots let it be known that they were 
parting ways with former All-Pro 
cornerback Stephon Gilmore.

The Green Bay Packers, who 
had just lost their All-Pro corner-
back Jaire Alexander to a shoulder 
injury, emerged as a potential suitor. 
Instead, the Carolina Panthers traded 
for Gilmore. Shortly thereafter, 
the Packers announced they had 
signed Rasul Douglas off the Arizona 
Cardinals’ practice squad. Moments 
later, Douglas participated in his first 
practice.

A former third-round pick by the 
Philadelphia Eagles, Douglas this 
year spent most of training camp 
with the Las Vegas Raiders, the final 
week of camp with the Houston Tex-
ans and the first month of the season 
with the Cardinals. His career was 
going nowhere fast.

In the course of less than three 
months, Douglas’ career trajectory 
has shot up like a Space X rocket. Last 
week, he was named a Pro Bowl alter-
nate on Wednesday and saved the vic-
tory over Cleveland on Saturday with 
his second interception of the game 
and fifth interception of the season.

Douglas has been one of the great 
stories of the season, even if it’s a 
story he’d rather not contemplate.

“I don’t really think about it. I just 
focus on what’s here right now in 
front of me, who we play next. I try to 
keep my head down like that,” Doug-
las said after the Cleveland game.

If Douglas doesn’t want to talk 
about himself, everyone else is happy 
to rave about the man who has saved 
the season.

“He’s a star,” quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers said.

“When you see what he’s about 
now, I think it’s pretty safe to say 
he’s a superstar at the cornerback 
position,” receiver Davante Adams 
said. “He’s a great dude more than 
anything, man. Humble. I can’t say 
enough about that dude. He’s a joy to 
be around and, obviously, a hell of a 
player, too.”

Superstar?
“I don’t think I’m a superstar yet,” 

Douglas said. “I think we have two 
superstars on our team: 12 and 17. 

But, yeah, it means a lot. I’m just try-
ing to keep working, just keep trying 
to mean something to the team.”

Mean something? How about 
mean everything.

A week-and-a-half after he was 
signed, he was thrust into the lineup 
against Chicago and hasn’t looked 
back. A couple weeks after his debut, 
he returned to Arizona and saved a 
week eight upset victory with an end-
zone interception in the final moments.

Against the Rams in week 12, his 
pick-six against Matthew Stafford 
gave the Packers an insurmountable 
lead. Against the Bears in week 14, 
another pick-six put the Packers in 
front in the second quarter.

And on Christmas against the 
Browns in Week 16, he recorded two 
interceptions. The first provided 
a big swing, stopping a Cleveland 
drive and setting up the Packers for a 
late touchdown and a 21-12 lead. His 
second interception, coming with the 
Browns at midfield with 50 seconds 
remaining, clinched a critical victory.

The NFC’s Pro Bowl cornerbacks 

are rookie interception machine 
Trevon Diggs of Dallas and peren-
nial all-stars Jalen Ramsey of the 
Rams, Darius Slay of Philadelphia 
and Marshon Lattimore of New 
Orleans. Douglas, despite not making 
his Packers debut until week six, was 
voted an alternate.

How is any of this possible?
“That’s a hell of a question,” coach 

Matt LaFleur said after the Cleve-
land game. “Not only does he do 
it on defense, but did you guys see 
that first kickoff? He’s running down 
there and making a play. That speaks 
to the competitor that ‘Sul is. He’s a 
guy that we can consistently count 
on to go out there, give great effort, 
compete to the highest of levels and 
do his job. We are very, very fortu-
nate to find a guy like that because 
I’ve never seen anything like this 
in my time in the National Football 
League, where somebody that comes 
in midseason has had such a tremen-
dous impact on your football team.

“I love what he’s all about. I love 
how he competes. There might not 

be anybody on our team that watches 
more tape than him. He’s just con-
stantly grinding, working at it, and I 
think it’s paying off for him. I think 
it’s a great lesson for every player in 
this league. If you put the time in, it’s 
going to pay big dividends. And it has 
for him and it has for us. We are very 
fortunate to have ‘Sul, and I can’t say 
enough great things about him.”

Receiver Allen Lazard and Doug-
las go way back to an Iowa State-
West Virginia game in 2014. And 
their careers have followed similar 
career arcs, with Lazard joining the 
Packers off Jacksonville’s practice 
squad late in the 2018 season. Both 
players have become indispensable 
parts of the team.

“It’s an incredible journey,” Lazard 
said after catching Rodgers’ record-
setting 443rd touchdown pass. “I 
think that for him to be able to do 
what he’s doing now, wow. It’s hard 
for me to describe just because it’s a 
small, rare opportunity for someone 
to be able to get that chance, to get 
that opportunity, to get the minutes 
that he’s getting given his situation. 
He’s bounced around on multiple 
teams and came off a practice squad, 
and now he’s one of our best corners. 
I told him after the game, ‘Man, what’s 
known doesn’t need to be said.’”

Douglas won’t boast about it, but 
he is fourth in the NFL with five 
interceptions. It’s impossible to over-
state his impact on the team given 
the team’s veteran cornerbacks, Jaire 
Alexander and Kevin King, have 
played less than 30% of the defensive 
snaps due to injuries.

There’s no doubt the outlook on 
the season would be radically dif-
ferent had Douglas not made those 
game-saving interceptions against 
the Cardinals and the Browns. 
Because of those wins, the Packers 
have the inside track to homefield 
advantage with two games to go in 
the season.

“We always want it to be on us 
as a defense,” Douglas said. “That’s 
what we pride ourselves on, getting 
that stop or that key turnover to 
change the game or end the game, 
however it needs to be. We pride 
ourselves on that. As soon as we 
saw the punt unit go out, everybody 
looked at each other and said, ‘This 
is what we play football for. These 
moments are what we play football 
for. Let’s get a stop. Win the game. 
Get off the field. Let’s get up out of 
here.’ That’s the mindset we have on 
the defensive side.”

Douglas keeps on shining for Packers
Packers are the CB’s 

4th team of year
By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Green Bay Packers cornerback Rasul Douglas, left, talks with an official during the team’s win over the 
Cleveland Browns on Dec. 25 at Lambeau Field in Green Bay. Douglas has five interceptions since joining 
the Packers back in week six.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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PA C K E R S  R OST E R
Active
# 	 NAME 	 POS. 	 HT. 	 WT. 	 AGE 	 EXP. 	 COLLEGE
2 	 Mason Crosby 	 K 	 6-1 	 207 	 37 	 15 	 Colorado
7 	 Corey Bojorquez 	 P 	 6-0 	 217 	 25 	 4 	 New Mexico
8 	 Amari Rodgers 	 WR 	 5-9 	 212 	 22 	 R 	 Clemson
10 	 Jordan Love 	 QB 	 6-4 	 219 	 23 	 2 	 Utah State
12 	 Aaron Rodgers 	 QB 	 6-2 	 225 	 38 	 17 	 California
13	 Allen Lazard 	 WR 	 6-5 	 227 	 26 	 3 	 Iowa State
17 	 Davante Adams 	 WR 	 6-1 	 215 	 29 	 8 	 Fresno State
19 	 Equanimeous St. Brown 	 WR 	 6-5 	 214 	 25 	 4 	 Notre Dame
21 	 Eric Stokes 	 CB 	 6-0 	 194 	 22 	 R 	 Georgia
24 	Isaac Yiadom 	 CB 	 6-1 	 190 	 25 	 4 	 Boston College
26 	Darnell Savage 	 S 	 5-11 	 198 	 24 	 3 	 Maryland
27 	Patrick Taylor 	 RB	 6-2 	 217 	 23 	 1 	 Memphis
28 	AJ Dillon 	 RB 	 6-0 	 247 	 23 	 2 	 Boston College
29 	Rasul Douglas 	 CB 	 6-2 	 209 	 26 	 5 	 West Virginia
30 	Shawn Davis 	 S 	 5-11 	 202 	 23 	 R 	 Florida
31 	 Adrian Amos 	 S 	 6-0 	 214 	 28 	 7 	 Penn State
33 	Aaron Jones 	 RB 	 5-9 	 208	 27 	 5 	 Texas-El Paso
36 	Vernon Scott 	 S 	 6-2 	 202 	 24 	 2 	 TCU
39 	Chandon Sullivan 	 CB 	 5-11 	 189 	 25 	 4 	 Georgia State
40 	Tipa Galeai 	 LB 	 6-5 	 229 	 24 	 1 	 Utah State
41 	 Henry Black 	 S 	 6-0 	 204 	 24 	 2 	 Baylor
42 	Oren Burks 	 LB 	 6-3 	 233 	 26 	 4 	 Vanderbilt
46 	Steven Wirtel 	 LS 	 6-4 	 228 	 24 	 1 	 Iowa State
49 	Dominique Dafney 	 TE 	 6-2 	 243 	 24 	 1 	 Indiana State
51 	 Krys Barnes 	 LB 	 6-2 	 229 	 23 	 2 	 UCLA
52 	Rashan Gary 	 LB 	 6-5 	 277 	 24 	 3 	 Michigan
53	 Jonathan Garvin 	 LB 	 6-4 	 257 	 22 	 2 	 Miami
58 	Isaiah McDuffie 	 LB 	 6-1 	 227 	 22 	 R 	 Boston College
59 	De’Vondre Campbell 	 LB 	 6-3 	 232 	 28 	 6 	 Minnesota
62 	Lucas Patrick 	 G 	 6-3 	 313 	 28 	 5 	 Duke
64 	Ben Braden 	 G 	 6-6 	 329 	 27 	 2 	 Michigan
67 	Jake Hanson 	 C 	 6-4 	 296 	 24 	 1 	 Oregon
69 	David Bakhtiari 	 T 	 6-4 	 310 	 30 	 9 	 Colorado
70 	Royce Newman 	 T/G 	 6-5 	 310 	 24 	 R 	 Mississippi
73 	Yosh Nijman 	 T 	 6-7 	 314 	 25 	 2 	 Virginia Tech
76 	Jon Runyan 	 G 	 6-4 	 307 	 24 	 2 	 Michigan
77 	Billy Turner 	 G/T 	 6-5 	 310 	 30 	 8 	 North Dakota State
79 	Dennis Kelly 	 T 	 6-8 	 321 	 31 	 10 	 Purdue
81 	 Josiah Deguara 	 TE 	 6-2 	 238 	 24 	 2 	 Cincinnati
84 	Tyler Davis 	 TE 	 6-4 	 252 	 24 	 2 	 Georgia Tech
88 	Juwann Winfree 	 WR 	 6-1 	 210 	 25 	 2 	 Colorado
89 	Marcedes Lewis 	 TE 	 6-6 	 267 	 37 	 16 	 UCLA
90 	Jack Heflin 	 DL 	 6-3 	 304 	 23 	 R 	 Iowa
91 	 Preston Smith 	 LB 	 6-5 	 265 	 29 	 7 	 Mississippi State
93 	T.J. Slaton 	 DL 	 6-4 	 330 	 24 	 R 	 Florida
94 	Dean Lowry 	 DL 	 6-6 	 296 	 27 	 6 	 Northwestern
95 	Tyler Lancaster 	 DL 	 6-3 	 313 	 27 	 4 	 Northwestern
96 	Kingsley Keke 	 DL 	 6-3 	 288 	 25 	 3 	 Texas A&M
97 	Kenny Clark 	 DL 	 6-3 	 314 	 26 	 6 	 UCLA
Reserve/Injured
18 	 Randall Cobb 	 WR 	 5-10 	 195 	 31 	 11 	 Kentucky
23 	Jaire Alexander 	 CB 	 5-10 	 196 	 24 	 4 	 Louisville
32 	Kylin Hill 	 RB 	 5-10 	 214 	 23 	 R 	 Mississippi State
44 	Ty Summers 	 LB 	 6-1 	 241 	 25 	 3 	 TCU
50 	Whitney Mercilus 	 LB 	 6-4 	 261 	 31 	 10 	 Illinois
55 	Za’Darius Smith 	 LB 	 6-4 	 272 	 29 	 7 	 Kentucky
56 	Randy Ramsey 	 LB 	 6-3 	 238 	 26 	 2 	 Arkansas
71 	 Josh Myers 	 C/G 	 6-5 	 310 	 23 	 R 	 Ohio State
74	 Elgton Jenkins 	 G 	 6-5 	 311 	 26 	 3 	 Mississippi State
85 	Robert Tonyan 	 TE 	 6-5 	 237 	 27 	 4 	 Indiana State
86 	Malik Taylor 	 WR 	 6-1 	 220 	 26 	 2 	 Ferris State
Practice Squad
6 	 Kurt Benkert 	 QB 	 6-3 	 218 	 26 	 2 	 Virginia
11 	 J.J. Molson 	 K 	 5-11 	 180 	 24 	 1 	 UCLA
16 	 Chris Blair 	 WR 	 6-2 	 198 	 24 	 R 	 Alcorn State
35 	Ryquell Armstead 	 RB 	 5-11 	 220 	 25 	 3 	 Temple
38 	Innis Gaines 	 S 	 6-1 	 202 	 23 	 R 	 TCU
43 	Peter Kalambayi 	 LB 	 6-3 	 252 	 26 	 R 	 Stanford
45 	Bronson Kaufusi 	 TE 	 6-6 	 270 	 30 	 3 	 Brigham Young
48 	Kabion Ento 	 CB 	 6-1 	 187 	 25 	 2 	 Colorado
57 	Ray Wilborn 	 LB 	 6-3 	 230 	 24 	 1 	 Ball State
61 	 Jon Dietzen 	 G/T 	 6-5 	 312 	 24 	 R 	 Wisconsin
65 	Michal Menet 	 C 	 6-4 	 301 	 24 	 R 	 Penn State
78 	Cole Van Lanen 	 T/G 	 6-4 	 305 	 23 	 R 	 Wisconsin
80 	Josh Malone 	 WR 	 6-3 	 208 	 25 	 3 	 Tennessee
98 	Abdullah Anderson 	 DL 	 6-3 	 303 	 25 	 2 	 Bucknell
99 	R.J. McIntosh 	 DL 	 6-5 	 286 	 25 	 4 	 Miami
Practice Squad Reserve/COVID-19
54 	La’Darius Hamilton 	 LB 	 6-2 	 261 	 23 	 1 	 North Texas
Reserve/COVID-19
20 	Kevin King 	 CB 	 6-3 	 200	 26 	 5 	 Washington
22 	Shemar Jean-Charles 	 CB 	 5-10 	 184 	 23 	 R 	 Appalachian State
47 	Chauncey Rivers 	 LB 	 6-2 	 259 	 24 	 1 	 Mississippi State
83 	Marquez Valdes-Scantling 	 WR 	 6-4 	 206 	 27 	 4 	 South Florida
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Active
# 	 NAME 	 POS. 	 HT. 	 WT. 	 AGE 	 EXP. 	 COLLEGE
1 	 Greg Joseph 	 K 	 6-0 	 206 	 27 	 4 	 Florida Atlantic
3 	 Jordan Berry 	 P 	 6-5 	 195 	 30 	 7 	 Eastern Kentucky
7 	 Patrick Peterson 	 CB 	 6-1 	 198 	 31 	 11 	 LSU
8 	 Kirk Cousins 	 QB 	 6-3 	 205 	 33 	 10 	 Michigan State
11 	 Kellen Mond 	 QB 	 6-3 	 212 	 22 	 R 	 Texas A&M
12 	 Dede Westbrook 	 WR 	 6-0 	 178 	 28 	 5 	 Oklahoma
15 	 Ihmir Smith-Marsette 	 WR 	 6-1 	 185 	 22 	 R 	 Iowa
17 	 K.J. Osborn 	 WR 	 5-11 	 203 	 24 	 2 	 Miami (Fla.)
18 	 Justin Jefferson 	 WR 	 6-1 	 195 	 22 	 2 	 LSU
19 	 Adam Thielen 	 WR 	 6-2 	 200 	 31 	 8 	 Minnesota State
20 	Harrison Hand 	 CB 	 5-11 	 185 	 23 	 2 	 Temple
22 	Harrison Smith 	 S 	 6-2 	 211 	 32 	 10	 Notre Dame
23 	Xavier Woods 	 S 	 5-11 	 204 	 26 	 5 	 Louisiana Tech
24 	Mackensie Alexander 	 CB 	 5-10 	 192 	 28 	 6 	 Clemson
25 	Alexander Mattison 	 RB 	 5-11 	 215 	 23 	 3 	 Boise State
26 	Kene Nwangwu 	 RB 	 6-1 	 210 	 23 	 R 	 Iowa State
27 	Cameron Dantzler 	 CB 	 6-2 	 190 	 23 	 2 	 Mississippi State
29 	Kris Boyd 	 CB 	 5-11 	 195 	 25 	 3 	 Texas
30 	C.J. Ham 	 FB 	 5-11 	 250 	 28 	 6 	 Augustana (S.D.)
31 	 Wayne Gallman 	 RB 	 6-0 	 210 	 27 	 5 	 Clemson
35 	Luke Stocker 	 TE 	 6-5 	 253 	 33 	 11 	 Tennessee
41 	 Chazz Surratt 	 LB 	 6-2 	 233 	 24 	 R 	 North Carolina
42 	Andrew DePaola 	 LS 	 6-1 	 229 	 34 	 7 	 Rutgers
43 	Camryn Bynum 	 S 	 6-0 	 200 	 23 	 R 	 California
44 	Josh Metellus 	 S 	 5-11 	 207 	 23 	 2 	 Michigan
45 	Troy Dye 	 LB 	 6-3 	 225 	 25 	 2 	 Oregon
48 	Blake Lynch 	 LB 	 6-3 	 233 	 24 	 2 	 Baylor
51 	 Wyatt Davis 	 G 	 6-4 	 315 	 22 	 R 	 Ohio State
54 	Eric Kendricks 	 LB 	 6-0 	 232 	 29 	 7 	 UCLA
55 	Anthony Barr 	 LB 	 6-5 	 257 	 29 	 8 	 UCLA
56 	Garrett Bradbury 	 C 	 6-3 	 300 	 26 	 3 	 North Carolina State
58 	Michael Pierce 	 DT 	 6-0 	 340 	 29 	 6 	 Samford
59 	Nick Vigil 	 LB 	 6-2 	 230 	 28 	 6 	 Utah State
64 	Blake Brandel 	 T 	 6-7 	 315 	 24 	 1 	 Oregon State
69 	Rashod Hill 	 T 	 6-6 	 310 	 29 	 6 	 Southern Mississippi
71 	 Christian Darrisaw 	 T 	 6-5 	 315 	 22 	 R 	 Virginia Tech
72 	Ezra Cleveland 	 G 	 6-6 	 312 	 23 	 2 	 Boise State
73 	Tashawn Bower 	 DE 	 6-4 	 250 	 26 	 4 	 LSU
74 	Olisaemeka Udoh 	 G 	 6-6 	 320 	 24 	 3 	 Elon
75 	Brian O’Neill 	 T 	 6-7 	 310 	 26 	 4 	 Pittsburgh
78 	Dakota Dozier 	 G 	 6-4 	 305 	 30 	 8 	 Furman
83 	Tyler Conklin 	 TE 	 6-3 	 248 	 26 	 4 	 Central Michigan
85 	Dan Chisena 	 WR 	 6-3 	 203 	 24 	 2 	 Penn State
89 	Chris Herndon 	 TE 	 6-4 	 253 	 25 	 4 	 Miami
90 	Sheldon Richardson 	 DT 	 6-3 	 290 	 31 	 9 	 Missouri
92 	James Lynch 	 DT 	 6-4 	 295 	 22 	 2 	 Baylor
93 	Patrick Jones II 	 DE 	 6-4 	 264 	 23 	 R 	 Pittsburgh
94 	Dalvin Tomlinson 	 DT 	 6-3 	 325 	 27 	 5 	 Alabama
96 	Armon Watts 	 DT 	 6-5 	 307 	 25 	 3 	 Arkansas
98 	D.J. Wonnum 	 DE 	 6-5 	 258 	 24 	 2 	 South Carolina
Reserve/Injured
12 	 Chad Beebe 	 WR 	 5-10 	 187 	 27 	 4 	 Northern Illinois
13 	 Blake Proehl 	 WR 	 6-1 	 190 	 22 	 R 	 East Carolina
14 	 Nate Stanley 	 QB 	 6-4 	 233 	 24 	 1 	 Iowa
52 	Mason Cole 	 C 	 6-5 	 298 	 25 	 4 	 Michigan
57 	Ryan Connelly 	 LB 	 6-2 	 234 	 26 	 3 	 Wisconsin
66 	Jordon Scott 	 DT 	 6-1 	 326 	 23 	 R 	 Oregon
81 	 Bisi Johnson 	 WR 	 6-0 	 210 	 24 	 3 	 Colorado State
82 	Ben Ellefson 	 TE 	 6-3 	 250 	 25 	 2 	 North Dakota State
84 	Irv Smith Jr. 	 TE 	 6-2 	 240 	 23 	 3 	 Alabama
95 	Janarius Robinson 	 DE 	 6-5 	 258 	 22 	 R 	 Florida State
99 	Danielle Hunter 	 DE 	 6-5 	 263 	 27 	 7 	 LSU
Reserve/Non-Football Illness
97 	Everson Griffen 	 DE 	 6-3 	 273 	 34 	 12 	 USC
Reserve/Non-Football Injury
76 	Jaylen Twyman 	 DT 	 6-2 	 285 	 22 	 R 	 Pittsburgh
Practice Squad
9 	 Trishton Jackson 	 WR 	 6-1 	 191 	 23 	 2 	 Syracuse
16 	 Damion Ratley 	 WR 	 6-2 	 200 	 26 	 4 	 Texas A&M
34 	Jake Bargas 	 FB 	 6-2 	 245 	 25 	 1 	 North Carolina
36 	A.J. Rose Jr. 	 RB 	 6-1 	 211 	 24 	 R 	 Kentucky
39 	Parry Nickerson 	 CB 	 5-10 	 179 	 27 	 4 	 Tulane
40 	Zach Davidson 	 TE 	 6-7 	 251 	 23 	 R 	 Central Missouri
46 	Myles Dorn 	 S 	 6-2 	 210 	 23 	 2 	 North Carolina
47 	Tuf Borland 	 LB 	 6-1 	 233 	 23 	 R 	 Ohio State
50 	T.J. Smith 	 DT 	 6-3 	 303 	 24 	 1 	 Arkansas
61 	 Timon Parris 	 T 	 6-6 	 330 	 26 	 1 	 Stony Brook
66 	Eddie Yarbrough 	 DE 	 6-3 	 259 	 28 	 4 	 Wyoming
68 	Kyle Hinton 	 G 	 6-2 	 315 	 23 	 1 	 Washburn
79 	Kenny Willekes 	 DE 	 6-3 	 264 	 24 	 2 	 Michigan State
86 	Brandon Dillon 	 TE 	 6-5 	 250 	 24 	 1 	 Marian
87 	Myron Mitchell 	 WR 	 6-1 	 185 	 23 	 R 	 UAB
91 	 T.Y. McGill 	 DT 	 6-0 	 294 	 29 	 7 	 N.C. State
Practice Squad/COVID-19
5 	 Tye Smith 	 CB 	 6-0 	 190 	 28 	 6 	 Towson State
Reserve/COVID-19
14 	 Sean Mannion 	 QB 	 6-6 	 230 	 29 	 7 	 Oregon State
33 	Dalvin Cook 	 RB 	 5-10 	 210 	 26 	 5 	 Florida State

V I K I N G S  R OST E R
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FYI
Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of 

Dec. 26, 8 p.m.

PA C K E R S  D E P T H  C H A RT
OFFENSE

QB
Aaron Rodgers

Jordan Love

RB
Aaron Jones
A.J. Dillon

WR
Davante Adams

Equanimeous St. Brown

WR
Marquez Valdes-Scantling

Allen Lazard
TE

Marcedes Lewis
Dominique Dafney

TE
Josiah Deguara

Tyler Davis
RT

Billy Turner
Dennis Kelly

RG
Royce Newman

Ben Braden

C
Lucas Patrick
Jake Hanson

LG
Jon Runyan
Ben Braden

LT
Yosh Nijman
Dennis Kelly

DEFENSE

DE
Dean Lowry

Tyler Lancaster

NT
Kenny Clark
T.J. Slaton

DE
Kingsley Keke

Jack Heflin

OLB
Preston Smith

Tipa Galeai

ILB
Krys Barnes
Oren Burks

ILB
De’Vondre Campbell

Isaiah McDuffie

OLB
Rashan Gary

Jonathan Garvin

CB
Eric Stokes
Kevin King

CB
Rasul Douglas

Chandon Sullivan

S
Adrian Amos
Vernon Scott

S
Darnell Savage

Henry Black

G A M E  V I TA L S
GREEN BAY PACKERS (12-3) 

VS. MINNESOTA VIKINGS (7-8)
WHEN: 7:20 p.m., Sunday
WHERE: Lambeau Field
TV: NBC
RADIO: 620 AM (WTMJ), Sirius 

Satellite Radio (WTMJ feed)

T H E  S E R I E S
Packers vs. Vikings
All-time, regular season: 62-55-3
All-time, postseason: 1-1
All-time, at Packers: 33-26-3
Streaks: The Green Bay Pack-

ers have lost the last two matchups 
against the Minnesota Vikings. Green 
Bay is 3-3-2 at home against Minne-
sota since 2013.

Last meeting, regular season: 
Nov. 21, 2021, Vikings won 34-31 at 
U.S. Bank Stadium. Green Bay lost 
on a last-second field goal. Aaron 
Rodgers threw for 385 yards and four 
touchdowns, with Marquez Valdes-
Scantling and Davante Adams each 
over 100 receiving yards.

S C H E D U L E
Date 	 Opponent 	 Time 	 TV
Sept. 12 	 at New Orleans 	 Loss 38-3
Sept. 20 	 vs. Detroit 	 Win 35-17
Sept. 26 	 at San Francisco 	 Win 30-28
Oct. 3 	 vs. Pittsburgh 	 Win 27-17
Oct. 10 	 at Cincinnati 	 Win 25-22
Oct. 17 	 at Chicago 	 Win 24-14
Oct. 24 	 vs. Washington 	 Win 24-10
Oct. 28 	 at Arizona 	 Win 24-21
Nov. 7 	 at Kansas City 	 Loss 13-7
Nov. 14 	 vs. Seattle 	 Win 17-0
Nov. 21 	 at Minnesota 	 Loss 34-31
Nov. 28 	 vs. L.A. Rams 	 Win 36-28
BYE WEEK
Dec. 12 	 vs. Chicago 	 Win 45-30
Dec. 19 	 at Baltimore 	 Win 31-30
Dec. 25 	 vs. Cleveland 	 Win 24-22
Jan. 2 	 vs. Minnesota 	 7:20 p.m. 	 NBC
Jan. 9 	 at Detroit 	 noon 	 FOX
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V I K I N G S  D E P T H  C H A RT
OFFENSE

QB
Kirk Cousins
Kellen Mond

RB
Alexander Mattison

Kene Nwangwu

WR
Justin Jefferson

K.J. Osborn

WR
Adam Thielen

Dede WestbrookTE
Tyler Conklin

Chris Herndon

FB
C.J. Ham

RT
Brian O’Neill
Blake Brandel

RG
Olisaemeka Udoh

Wyatt Davis

C
Garrett Bradbury

LG
Ezra Cleveland
Dakota Dozier

LT
Christian Darrisaw

DEFENSE

DE
D.J. Wonnum

Patrick Jones II

DT
Dalvin Tomlinson

Sheldon Richardson

NT
Michael Pierce
Armon Watts

DE
Tashawn Bower

WLB
Nick Vigil

Chazz Surratt

MLB
Eric Kendricks

Troy Dye

CB
Patrick Peterson

Cameron Dantzler

SLB
Anthony Barr
Blake Lynch

CB
Kris Boyd

Harrison Hand

S
Harrison Smith
Josh Metellus

S
Xavier Woods

Camryn Bynum

Sunday’s Games
Philadelphia at Washington, noon
Carolina at New Orleans, noon
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Jets, noon
Miami at Tennessee, noon
Jacksonville at New England, noon
Las Vegas at Indianapolis, noon
Kansas City at Cincinnati, noon
N.Y. Giants at Chicago, noon
Atlanta at Buffalo, noon
Houston at San Francisco, 3:05 p.m.
Denver at L.A. Chargers, 3:05 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Baltimore, 3:25 p.m.
Detroit at Seattle, 3:25 p.m.
Arizona at Dallas, 3:25 p.m.
Minnesota at Green Bay, 7:20 p.m.
Monday’s Game
Cleveland at Pittsburgh, 7:15 p.m.

NFC
Seed Team Record
1. Green Bay 12-3 (xz)
2. Dallas 11-4 (xz)
3. L.A. Rams 11-4 (x)
4. Tampa Bay 11-4 (xz)
5. Arizona 10-5 (x)
6. San Francisco 8-7
7. Philadelphia 8-7
8. Minnesota 7-8
9. Atlanta 7-8
10. New Orleans 7-8
11. Washington 6-9
12. Carolina 5-10 (e)
13. Chicago 5-10 (e)
14. Seattle 5-10 (e)
15. N.Y. Giants 4-11 (e)
16. Detroit 2-12-1 (e)

x - clinched playoff spot
z - clinched division
e - eliminated

AFC
Seed Team Record
1. Kansas City 11-4 (xz)
2. Tennessee 10-5
3. Cincinnati 9-6
4. Buffalo 9-6
5. Indianapolis 9-6
6. New England 9-6
7. Miami 8-7
8. L.A. Chargers 8-7
9. Las Vegas 8-7
10. Baltimore 8-7
11. Pittsburgh 7-7-1
12. Cleveland 7-8
13. Denver 7-8
14. N.Y. Jets 4-11 (e)
15. Houston 4-11 (e)
16. Jacksonville 2-13 (e)

FYI
The top seed in each conference gets a bye in 

the playoffs. The top seven teams in each conference 
make the playoffs.
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The Green Bay Packers (12-3) will 
host the Minnesota Vikings (7-8) at 
7:20 p.m. Sunday at Lambeau Field in 
Green Bay. NBC will televise the game.

History
This will be the 121st regular-season 

meeting between these division rivals. 
The Packers lead 62-55-3. 

Coaches
Green Bay – Matt LaFleur, 38-9, 

third season. Minnesota — Mike Zim-
mer, 71-55-1, eighth season.

When the Packers have the ball
The Packers rank 13th in the NFL 

in scoring with 25.5 points per game. 
The offense found its stride in the 34-31 
loss at Minnesota in week 11. Starting 
with that game, they have averaged 
33.4 points per game over their last five 
outings.

The Vikings’ defense has been 
mostly terrible. Even with some high-
profile players such as safety Harrison 
Smith and linebackers Eric Kendricks 
and Anthony Barr, Minnesota is 23rd 
with 24.8 points allowed per game. It 
ranks 29th in total defense (379), 28th 
in rushing per attempt (4.68) and 25th 
in passing per attempt (6.95).

However, the Vikings are fourth 
in sack percentage (8.21) and third 
down (35.5%). Starting with round 
one against Green Bay, the Vikings 
have had games of 31, 34, 29, 28 and 30 
points allowed.

Defensive tackles Michael Pierce 
and Dalvin Tomlinson lead a de-
pleted line. The mammoth Pierce, 
the Vikings’ high-priced addition 
last offseason, missed the first game 
against Green Bay with an elbow 
injury. However, they’re thin on the 
edge without defensive ends Everson 
Griffen (personal reasons) and Dani-
elle Hunter (pectoral).

Among the active players, D.J. 
Wonnum (six sacks), Armon Watts 
(five sacks) and Sheldon Richardson 
(team-high 11 quarterback hits) are the 
top pass rushers.

Kendricks is an elite player with 
134 tackles, five sacks, eight tackles 
for losses and two interceptions. He’s 
flanked at linebacker by Barr (53 tack-
les in nine games) and Nick Vigil (76 
tackles). 

The secondary is the problem, 
despite the presence of the perennial 
Pro Bowler Smith, who has 100 tackles, 
three sacks and seven passes defensed. 
Veteran Patrick Peterson is joined 
at cornerback by Cameron Dantzler. 

Mackensie Alexander mans the slot.
Dantzler has been by far the best 

of the bunch with a 52.8% completion 
rate and just 9.9 yards per reception, 
according to Pro Football Focus.

Xavier Woods, who is tied with 
Barr for the team lead with three 
interceptions and has the outright lead 
with 10 passes defensed, joins Smith at 
safety. 

When the Vikings have the ball
The Vikings are just ahead of Green 

Bay, ranking 12th with 25.6 points per 
game. The relatively mediocre ranking 
notwithstanding, this is an outstanding 
group when at full strength – which 
could be the case on Sunday.

Cousins can be maddening. He’s 
fourth in the league with a 101.3 passer 
rating and has 30 touchdowns vs. 
seven interceptions. He destroyed 
the Packers in the first matchup, go-
ing 24-of-35 for 341 yards and three 
touchdowns. On Sunday against the 

Rams, though, while he threw for 315 
yards, he failed to take advantage of 
the three interceptions provided by 
the defense.

As the Packers learned first-hand in 
week 11, when he recorded eight recep-
tions for 169 yards and two touch-
downs, Jefferson is one of the game’s 
elite receivers. He ranks in the top six 
in the league with 97 receptions, 1,451 
yards and nine touchdowns. 

The Pro Bowler ranks second in the 
league with 14 receptions on passes 
thrown 20-plus yards.

Thielen, who had eight catches 
for 82 yards and one score in the first 
meeting, barely played against the 
Rams because of an ankle injury. He’s 
caught 67 passes for 726 yards and 10 
touchdowns in 13 games.

Tight end Tyler Conklin has been a 
breakout performer with 54 receptions 
for 540 yards, and No. 3 receiver K.J. 
Osborn has added 48 receptions for 
584 yards.

Running backs Dalvin Cook and 
Alexander Mattison perform a superb 
one-two punch. Cook missed the Rams 
game with COVID but should be back. 
The Pro Bowler is fourth in the league 
with 1,067 rushing yards and fifth with 
45 forced missed tackles, according to 
PFF.

Rookie left tackle Christian Dar-
risaw is joined up front by left guard 
Ezra Cleveland, center Garrett Brad-
bury, right guard Oli Udoh and right 
tackle Brian O’Neill. Darrisaw, who 
has played well the past few weeks, 
and the underrated O’Neill have the 
makings of bookend tackles. The Pack-
ers must take advantage of Minne-
sota’s soft interior.

Special teams
Green Bay’s special teams finally 

delivered a strong performance against 
Cleveland. It will face a big challenge 
on Sunday night.

Punter Jordan Berry is only 14th 
in net average (40.9 yards) but has 
23 punts inside the 20 vs. only three 
touchbacks. Kicker Greg Joseph is 31-
of-36 on field goals (86.1%) and has a 
huge leg (6-of-8 from 50-plus yards).

The real trouble is with Minnesota’s 
returners. On kickoffs, Kene Nwangwu 
leads the league with a pair of touch-
downs. On what will be a bitterly cold 
night, Packers kicker Mason Crosby 
will be challenged to reach the end 
zone with his kickoffs, so the coverage 
has to be strong. Dede Westbrook has 
an 8.3-yard average on punts.

Crosby has made all 16 kicks over 
three games since the bye. None have 
been challenging, but it’s built some 
momentum for the troubled unit.
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By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Green Bay Packers running back Aaron Jones carries the ball in the win over the Cleveland Browns on 
Dec. 25 at Lambeau Field in Green Bay. Jones and the Packers’ rushing attack could be in for a big game 
against Minnesota, one of the worst run defenses in the league.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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The Green Bay Packers earned a 
24-22 Christmas Day win over the 
Cleveland Browns at Lambeau Field 
in Green Bay, breaking several offen-
sive records and doing just enough 
on defense to come out on top.

Quarterback Aaron Rodgers threw 
three first-half touchdowns passes to 
move past Brett Favre as the fran-
chise’s all-time leader in career pass-

ing TDs. He broke Favre’s mark of 
442 on an 11-yard TD pass to receiver 
Allen Lazard to give the Packers a 7-6 
lead in the first quarter.

Rodgers’ second touchdown pass 
was a 9-yarder to receiver Davante 
Adams. It was the 66th career time 
those two have connected for a score, 
breaking another Packers’ record — 
Rodgers and receiver Jordy Nelson 
had the previous top mark of 65.

Rodgers and Adams connected 
on a 1-yard score with 12 seconds 
remaining in the half to give the Pack 
a 21-12 lead.

Green Bay tacked on a field goal 
on its first possession of the second 
half before going stagnant on offense.

Cleveland crept back into the 
game and got within two points after 
a touchdown with 4:36 to play.

The Packers’ offense had a chance 
to put the game away, but Adams 
dropped a deep pass from Rodgers, 
giving the Browns one final chance.

Like it did for most of the contest, 
Cleveland used the running game to 
work the ball down the field. Oddly, 
the Browns decided to pass three 
straight times once it got to midfield, 

and the third pass was picked off by 
cornerback Rasul Douglas.

Green Bay’s offense picked up 
one first down to seal up the win and 
improve to 12-3.

“It was a hard fought, four-quarter 
battle and like I told our team, I’ll 
never apologize for winning in this 
league,” said Packers coach Matt 
LaFleur. “I know it wasn’t the pretti-
est of victories but ultimately, we did 
enough as a team to win.”

Green Bay was outgained 408-
311 in the contest, with Cleveland 
rushing for 219 yards on an 8.8-yard 
average.

The game ultimately was decided 
by big plays, with Green Bay creating 
four takeaways and five sacks. The 
Packers didn’t turn the ball over or 
allow a sack.

Green Bay intercepted Browns 
quarterback Baker Mayfield four 
times, the first coming midway 
through the first quarter to set up 
Rodgers’ record-breaking TD. Safety 
Darnell Savage got the interception 
on a deep ball down the middle of 
the field.

The second interception was by 

cornerback Chandon Sullivan late in 
the first quarter, which set up Adams’ 
first touchdown of the day.

Douglas had the last two picks, 
with the first coming late in the first 
half to set up the second Adams’ 
touchdown.

Two plays before the Sullivan 
INT, outside linebacker Rashan Gary 
sacked Mayfield, eventually leading 
to a third-and-19 play and intercep-
tion.

Outside linebacker Tipa Galeai 
sacked Mayfield two plays before the 
first Douglas pick. Gary got his sec-
ond sack in the third quarter, forcing 
a Cleveland field goal.

Outside linebacker Preston Smith 
and defensive lineman Dean Lowry 
then had sacks on back-to-back plays 
in the fourth quarter to force a punt 
after Cleveland had worked its way 
to the Green Bay 28-yard line.

Along with all the offensive re-
cords, the win was the 38th regular 
season win for LaFleur, tying George 
Seifert for the most wins by a head 
coach in his first three years in the 
NFL.
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Packers take down Browns on Christmas
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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