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OCONTO COUNTY

TIMES HERALD
Book sales, truck and tractor 
pulls, fireworks and parade are 
good to go in Suring as the village 
prepares to celebrate the Labor 
Day holiday.

PAGE 2

Suring Labor Day  
festival underway

Schools have started a new 
year but under very different 
circumstances, so NEW Media 
has spoken with teachers to see if 
they feel ready to take on the new 
challenges.

PAGE 12

Area educators 
describe teaching 
in the new normal

Athlete Profile 
returns with feature 
on golf player
Kaylee Sadowski, who plays girls 
golf, is featured as NEW Media’s 
weekly visit with local student 
athletes resumes for a new year.

PAGE 24

FIELD OF WILDFLOWERS
A bumblebee moves in for a landing at Camp10 Nature Gardens, a botanical garden under development near Lena. SEE STORY AND PHOTOS ON PAGE 20.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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The Friends of the Suring Area 
Public Library “Twice Sold Tales” 
book sale kicked off the 90th annual 
Labor Day Celebration in Suring, 
which continunes through Monday.

The sale runs 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 
3-5 at the Village Municipal Build-
ing Learning Center, 604 Main St., 
Suring. On the last day of the sale, $2 
bag sales will be held all day Sat-
urday. All proceeds from the book 
sale will be used for programs and 
purchases for the library.

A 4x4 truck pull sanctioned by 
NEW Motorsports is the highlight 
beginning at 7 p.m. Friday at Vet-
erans Memorial Park, where most 
of the weekend’s activities are 
centered. The Suring Area Histori-
cal Society plans a brat fry at Art & 
Jean’s Corner Store from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Chicken booyah to go will be 
available at the American Legion 
Hall starting at 5 p.m. Friday and 
continuing through Monday, or 
while supplies last. The food stand at 
Memorial Park also opens at 5 p.m. 
Friday.

Saturday’s highlights include trac-
tor pulls all day, with weigh-ins start-
ing at 7:30 a.m. and the competition 

getting started at 10 a.m. The evening 
grandstand event is the Farm Tractor 
& NEW Hot Farm Classics Trac-
tor Pull starting at 7 p.m. Craft and 
rummage sales along Ehlinger Street 
begin at 8 a.m., and the Suring Area 
Historical Society Museum will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

On Sunday, a demolition derby 
is scheduled at noon, and the an-
nual Senior Citizen/Grand Marshall 
Award Ceremony is planned at 7 

p.m. at the bandstand, honoring Phil 
and Elaine Fischer, of Suring. The 
day’s festivities are capped by fire-
works at 9 p.m., “rain or shine.”

The annual Suring Lions Club 
parade is scheduled at 10 a.m., with 
lineup near the school for the trek 
down Main Street. One concession to 
COVID-19 concerns is that the club 
asks that candy be handed out by 
gloved volunteers rather than tossed 
from floats.

Bond was set at $10,000 cash for 
Christopher G. Halase, 29, Baraboo, 
after he was formally charged Aug. 
26 in connection with the shooting 
death of his sister.

Halase is charged in Oconto 
County Circuit Court with second-
degree reckless homicide and homi-
cide by negligent use of a dangerous 
weapon, both felonies, and a misde-
meanor count of operating a firearm 
with a controlled substance.

Judge Michael T. Judge adjourned 
Halase’s initial appearance until 
Sept. 17 and ruled that any firearms 

be removed from his residence if he 
makes bail.

Ashley Halase, 31, of Reedburg, 
died Aug. 21 after her brother, Chris-
topher, reportedly pointed a gun at 
her and it discharged as she sat talk-
ing on a bed in their mother’s home 
near Mountain.

The criminal complaint said all 
witnesses confirmed there were no 
disagreements or arguments before 
the incident, which appears to be 
accidental.

Judge granted a motion to seal 
the “probable cause document” used 
to take Christopher Halase into 
custody because it contains the vic-

tim’s name, which 
is listed only as 
“AH” in the crimi-
nal complaint.

District At-
torney Edward 
D. Burke Jr. said 
authorities cannot 
release the wom-
an’s name because 
of Marsy’s Law, 

the state constitutional amendment 
that was passed in an April referen-
dum to expand crime victims’ rights.

The law refers to crime victims’ 
right to privacy, which is being 
interpreted in this case to include a 
victim’s name. NEW Media deter-
mined Ashley Halase’s name via 
other sources.

Charges filed after 
accidental shooting

Baraboo man held in death of his sister
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

CHRISTOPHER HALASE

Suring Labor Day  
Celebration is underway

Local veterans groups lead the Labor Day Parade down Main Street in Suring. The 90th annual parade 
is scheduled for Monday. FILE | NEW MEDIA
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year,” said Tracy Tate, adviser of the 
FBLA chapter at Oconto Falls High 
School.

Three of the six students who 
participated in the virtual national 
conference placed in the top 10 in 
their competitions.

Garrett VerVelde placed seventh 
in the nation in Graphic Design. The 
team of Elizabeth Kallies and Saffron 
Mears, who competed in Publication 
Design, placed second — which Tate 
said is the highest anyone in Oconto 
Falls FBLA has placed in over 15 
years.

Other students who participated 
in the virtual national conference 
were Kayle Hines, Hailey Peiterson 
and Autumn Payette.

“These six individuals were learn-
ing how to compete virtually while 
meeting the new FBLA expectations 
right along with myself,” Tate said. 
“Their patience, competitive edge 
and ability to change quickly were 
greatly appreciated and something to 
take note of.”

Oconto Falls High School students place 
high in FBLA virtual national conference

Starting in June, the Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America organiza-
tion was able to rework its National 
Leadership Conference to offer 
students the ability to virtually com-
pete against students from across the 
nation.

“Although the students didn’t get 
the opportunity to network, attend 
face-to-face leadership sessions or 
explore a new city, they were still 
able to compete virtually in the 
events areas they had been learning 
and studying throughout the school 

GARRETT VERVELDE
SAFFRON MEARS  

AND ELIZABETH KALLIES

The Lena Lions drew the winners 
for their annual Big Raffle on Aug. 16 
at McGuire’s Sports Bar. The drawing 
normally takes place after the Lena 
Lions Fish Fry which was scheduled 
for April but was cancelled because of 
the pandemic.

The club thanked everyone who 
purchased a ticket. The results of the 
drawing:

First and second prizes ($1,000 
each) — Chad Earley, Jeanine Man-
ning

Third prize ($750) — Melissa 
Wenzel

Fourth prize ($500) — Paula 
Blazek

Fifth and sixth prizes ($250 each) 
— Irene Wos, Kennedy Marquardt

Seventh through 10th prizes ($150 
each) — Carla Stodola, Craig Bizjak, 
Buzz Kamke, Paul Huberty

11th through 16th prizes ($100 each) 
— Joseph Gerlach, Darrell Manning, 
Duane Magnin, Randy Schmidt, Mark 
Goedtel, Ben Diehlmann

Lena Lions announce raffle winners
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Proceedings of Aug. 28
Skylarr S. Edwards, 25, Green 

Bay, pleaded no contest to fleeing 
an officer in a vehicle and misde-
meanor counts of operating a motor 
vehicle while intoxicated (third 
offense), resisting or obstructing an 
officer and bail jumping, in connec-
tion with an incident that occurred 
July 4. Judge Michael T. Judge 
scheduled his sentencing for Oct. 19 
and ordered a pre-sentence investi-
gation.

Melanie L. Nelson, 55, Oconto, 
formerly Wild Rose, North Dakota, 
waived her right to a preliminary 
hearing and was bound over on 
charges of bail jumping, posses-
sion of methamphetamine and 
misdemeanor possession of THC 
and drug paraphernalia, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Aug. 14. Arraignment was 
scheduled for Sept. 9. In a previous 
pending case, she is charged with 
misappropriating ID information to 
obtain money in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred in 
Oconto on Nov. 29.

A Jan. 12 jury trial was scheduled 
for Jason C. Demerath, 43, Oconto, 
who is charged with failure to 
provide sex offender information, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Oct. 15. A final 
pretrial conference was scheduled 
for Dec. 21.

A $5,000 signature bond was 
approved for Brian J. Ragen, 58, 
Oconto, after he was charged with 
operating a motor vehicle with a re-
stricted controlled substance (fifth 
or sixth offense), in connection with 
incident that allegedly occurred 
Nov. 21. His initial appearance was 
adjourned until Sept. 28.

Marsha A. Cassell, 42, Suring, 
waived her right to a preliminary 
hearing and was bound over on 
charges of possession of metham-
phetamine, along with misdemeanor 
counts of bail jumping, resisting 
or obstructing an officer, posses-
sion of THC and possession of drug 
paraphernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Aug. 6. Arraignment was scheduled 
for Sept. 9.

Proceedings of Aug. 27
Bond was set at $50,000 cash 

for Sarah L. Alberts, 38, Oconto, 
after she was charged with chronic 

neglect of a child with the conse-
quence of sexual assault, harbor-
ing or aiding a felon and failure to 
act against a child sex assault, in 
connection with an incident that al-
legedly occurred Aug. 11. Her initial 
appearance was adjourned until 
Sept. 17.

Bond was set at $1,000 cash 
for Jacquelyn Marie Kummerer-
Braun, 29, Green Bay, after she was 
charged with attempted vehicle 
theft, misdemeanor resisting or 
obstructing an officer and theft of 
movable property, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred Aug. 25. Her initial appear-
ance was adjourned until Sept. 17.

Proceedings of Aug. 26
Michael J. Grover, 53, Gillett, 

pleaded no contest to misdemeanor 
battery and disorderly conduct, in 
connection with an incident that oc-
curred Oct. 10. In a plea agreement, 
a felony charge was dismissed but 
read into the record. Judge Michael 
T. Judge sentenced Grover to two 
years of probation beginning with 
one year in the county jail. He must 
maintain absolute sobriety and 
undergo any treatment and counsel-
ing ordered by the Department of 
Corrections.

A $5,000 signature bond was 
approved for Brian J. Ragen, 58, 
Oconto, who is charged with oper-
ating a motor vehicle with a re-
stricted controlled substance (fifth 
or sixth offense), in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Nov. 21. His initial appearance was 
adjourned until Sept. 28.

Tami Graves, 32, Suring, pleaded 
not guilty to charges of misstating 
facts in a food stamp application 
and knowingly trafficking in food 
stamps, in connection with inci-
dents that allegedly occurred in 
April 2019. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled for Sept. 17.

Bond was set at $2,000 cash for 
Darrin A. Niec, 20, Phelps, who is 
charged with first-degree recklessly 
endangering safety and fleeing an 
officer in a vehicle, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred May 19. His initial appear-
ance was adjourned until Sept. 17.

Heidi A. McFatridge, 49, Oconto, 
pleaded not guilty to aggravated 
battery to an elderly person and 
misdemeanor criminal damage to 

property and disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred June 4. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled for Oct. 
15.

Proceedings of Aug. 25
Jacob G. Donlevy, 34, Water-

town, was placed on five years’ 
probation after a four-year prison 
term was imposed and stayed for 
fraudulent use of a credit card from 
a previous employer, in connec-
tion with more than $20,000 in 
charges run up during 2019. Judge 
Michael T. Judge ruled that during 
probation, Donlevy must maintain 
full-time employment and pay res-
titution of $27,525.78 at a rate of at 
least $100 weekly. The probationary 
period begins with 10 months in jail 
with Huber work-release privi-
leges, which Donlevy may serve in 
another county.

Bond was set at $10,000 cash for 
Lee W. Phillips, 39, Oconto, who 
is charged with strangulation-suf-
focation, misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct and possession of drug 
paraphernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Aug. 22. His initial appearance was 
adjourned until Sept. 17.

Bond was set at $3,000 cash for 
Dyllon Drake Edwards, 25, Oconto, 
who is charged with bail jumping in 
connection with an incident that al-
legedly occurred Aug. 23. His initial 
appearance was adjourned until 
Sept. 17.

Bond was set at $2,500 cash for 
Dina Renick Hudson, 48, Oshkosh, 
who is charged with operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated 
(fifth or sixth offense), in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Aug. 21. Her initial appear-
ance was adjourned until Sept. 17.

Jerame Mathew Perez, 31, Apple-
ton, walked out during a sentencing 
hearing regarding his conviction 
for possession of burglarious tools, 
in connection with an incident that 
occurred Jan. 18. Judge Michael T. 
Judge revoked Perez’s bond and 
authorized a bench warrant.

Proceedings of Aug. 24
Nathan S. Borkovec, 35, Lena, 

pleaded no contest to a charge of 
operating a motor vehicle while 
intoxicated (fourth offense), in 
connection with an incident that oc-

curred Aug. 4, 2019. Judge Michael 
T. Judge scheduled sentencing for 
Oct. 19 and ordered a pre-sentence 
investigation.

Austin J. Sutrick, 19, Green Bay, 
formerly Gillett, pleaded no contest 
to misdemeanor battery, in connec-
tion with an incident that occurred 
Aug. 5, 2019; felony bail jumping and 
misdemeanor battery, in connec-
tion with an incident that occurred 
March 17; and felony bail jump-
ing and misdemeanor resisting or 
obstructing an officer, for a June 13 
incident. Several other charges were 
dismissed as part of a plea agree-
ment but will be read into the re-
cord. Judge Jay N. Conley scheduled 
sentencing for Oct. 23 and ordered a 
pre-sentence investigation.

A Jan. 28 jury trial was scheduled 
for Timothy J. Urbanek, 56, Pound, 
who is charged with operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated 
(fifth or sixth offense), misdemean-
or operating while his license was 
revoked, possession of THC and 
possession of drug paraphernalia, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Dec. 4. A final 
pretrial conference was scheduled 
for Jan. 19.

A bench warrant was authorized 
for David J. San Roman, 44, Oconto, 
after he failed to appear for a final 
pretrial conference on a charge of 
bail jumping, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Jan. 17.

Bond was set at $5,000 cash for 
Maria C. Laws, 33, Lena, after she 
was charged with possession with 
intent to deliver methamphetamine, 
possession with intent to deliver 
THC, two counts possession of 
narcotic drugs and misdemeanor 
possession of drug paraphernalia, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Aug. 18. The bal-
ance of her initial appearance was 
scheduled for Sept. 17.

Proceedings of Aug. 20
Bond was set at $5,000 cash for 

Christopher M. Zajac, 40, Green 
Bay, who is charged with felony 
bail jumping and misdemeanor 
bail jumping, criminal trespass to 
dwelling and disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Aug. 18. The bal-
ance of his initial appearance was 
scheduled for Oct. 15.

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT

This is the Friday-only COVID-19 Journal version of NEW Media’s Shawano Leader, Wittenberg  
Enterprise & Birnamwood News and Oconto County Times Herald. Find us online at www.newmedia-wi.com
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In a secluded area seven miles 
northeast of the village of Lena, a 
small patch of wildflowers marks the 
beginning of a haven for butterflies 
and bees.

Jeff Behnke is developing a two-
acre botanical garden called Camp10 
Nature Garden just off North Creek 
Lane.

“It’s probably about one-fifth 
done,” Behnke said. “In another 
couple of years, it’s going to be pretty 
cool.”

It’s already pretty cool, as mon-
arch, northern crescent and clouded 
sulphur butterflies, dragonflies and 
bumblebees flit among a field of wild-
flowers under the trees.

Behnke was establishing food plots 
for local wildlife to enjoy on land 
owned by his parents, Delmar and 
Ruth Behnke, but he didn’t want to 
put one too close to the road. So he 
conceived of a natural area to “pro-
vide beauty and habitat for pollinators 
of all kinds with walkable paths for 
people to enjoy and learn from.”

By the time the area is completed, 
Behnke said, it will probably feature 
a pond, a cluster of swamp milkweed 
and another plot where he wants to 
plant flowers specifically for swallow-
tail butterflies.

But this spot is just the begin-
ning of his vision. With the support 
of his wife, Candice, he established 
a nonprofit organization, Camp10 
Nature Gardens, “to see if we can get 
other people to grow nature gardens.” 
At least one other local farmer has 
expressed an interest in establishing a 
garden on his property.

The core values of the fledgling 
group are:

• Replacing and adding to the 
habitat that is required for pollinators 
to thrive;

• Providing habitat to study for 
educational purposes;

• Keeping the community involved 
in nature.

As time goes on, Behnke hopes 
the group will be able to establish 
multiple two-acre gardens in the Lena 
area, create scholarships for students 
studying into nature-related fields 
and create educational resources and 
events held at the gardens.

The public is welcome to drop in 
and get an early taste of the concept. 
To find it, take County Road A east of 
Lena, turn north onto County Road J 
and after three curves take a left onto 
North Creek Lane. The driveway to 
Camp10 Nature Garden is on the right 
after about a quarter-mile; signage is 
still pending.

A bumblebee chows down on a flower at Camp10 Nature Garden near Lena.
WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

A place for pollinators
Bees and butterflies thrive among the 
wildflowers at Camp10 Nature Garden

By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor
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Jeff Behnke says the first of what he hopes will be multiple two-acre nature gardens will be mostly complete in about two years. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

ABOVE: The goal of Camp10 Nature Gardens is 
to provide a tranquil habitat that can also be an 
educational resource. 
 WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

LEFT: Camp10 Nature Garden is envisioned as a 
place to sit and reflect or walk among the habitat.
 WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Prevea Health says it has seen a 
significant increase in the use of its 
patient portal, MyPrevea, since the 
start of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Patient portals, utilized by health 
care systems across the country, 
provide patients access to their health 
information online, 24/7. Patients can 
use these secure portals to message 
their doctors, request prescription 
refills, view lab results, schedule ap-
pointments and make payments.

“Patient portals put the ability to 
manage your health care right at your 
fingertips,” said Amber Allen, execu-
tive director of primary care, quality 
and innovation at Prevea Health. 
“While convenient, they haven’t nec-
essarily been a flashpoint of consumer 
demand. This is changing, however, 

as the COVID-19 pandemic is steering 
more patients toward the use of these 
portals and reminding us all how easy 
they make it to manage our personal 
health.”

Comparing the average number 
of MyPrevea users between March 
and July 2019 to the average number 
between March and July 2020, the 
data shows a nearly 20% increase in 
the number of MyPrevea users.

Earlier in the pandemic and in an 
effort to curb the spread of COVID-19 
throughout communities, health 
systems encouraged patients who did 
not feel safe leaving their homes, and/
or with non-emergency health condi-
tions, to use patient portals, virtual 
care and telehealth options for health 
care guidance.

“As the pandemic evolved and it 
was safe to welcome all of our pa-
tients back for in-person visits, many 
patients did in fact return,” Allen said. 
“However, they continued to use the 
patient portal for other needs, such as 
messaging their doctor, as their use 
of it earlier in the pandemic allowed 
them to become more familiar with 
its capabilities. There are also some 
people who are still not comfort-
able with in-person visits during this 
time, so having access to the patient 
portal — as well as our virtual care 
and telehealth options — allows them 
to get the care they need while still in 
the comfort of home.”

Studies also show the regular use 
of patient portals by those with com-
plex conditions, such as diabetes, can 

reduce hospital stays and trips to the 
emergency room.

Staying home and physically 
distancing is increasing internet and 
technology use, Allen said.

“The COVID-19 pandemic made us 
all become suddenly reliant on being 
able to work, learn and even shop 
from home with the use of technol-
ogy,” she said. “When you have access 
to a patient portal, such as MyPrevea, 
you can also manage your health care 
from home, and more people are now 
realizing how convenient that really 
is.”

For information, visit www.
myprevea.com. MyPrevea can also be 
downloaded as an app on a smart-
phone or other device through Apple 
or Google Play.

Prevea cites pandemic for  
increased use of online patient portals

Close to 800,000 people die due 
to suicide every year, which is one 
person every 40 seconds, according 
to the World Health Organization.

Navigating a pandemic and 
national unrest may contribute to 
this troubling statistic, as fear and 
anxiety may overcome us as we’re 
trying to understand what’s happen-
ing around us.

As National Suicide Prevention 
Week (Sept. 6-12) approaches, pro-
viders at St. Clare Memorial Hos-
pital in Oconto Falls and its sister 
institutions remind everyone that if 
you or someone you know is having 
suicidal thoughts, you should call 

the Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 
1-800-273-8255, or dial 911.

Alyssa Van Duyse, an HSHS 
colleague and suicide prevention 
instructor certified by the national 
QPR Institute, says it’s important to 
not only take note of your own feel-
ings during this uncertain time, but 
also of those around you.

“The word ‘suicide’ is still 
thought of as taboo — especially 
in the Midwest because we’re not 
so great at talking about our feel-
ings,” Van Duyse said. “That’s why 
it’s important to recognize the clues 
a person may be contemplating 
suicide.”

Four ways someone may indicate 
they are contemplating suicide:

1. They give a direct verbal clue 
by saying something like, “I’m go-
ing to end it all,” or “I wish I were 
dead.”

2. They give a coded verbal clue 
by saying something like, “I’m tired 
of life. I just want out,” or “I can’t 
take it anymore.”

3. They exhibit behavioral clues 
like increased risk-taking, self-injuri-
ous behavior or drug or alcohol use.

4. They shoulder situational clues 
like being fired from a job, being 
diagnosed with a serious illness or 
being bullied or humiliated.

During QPR (Question, Persuade, 
Refer) suicide prevention classes, 
Van Duyse instructs participants to 
practice asking the question, “Are 
you thinking about suicide?”

“If you practice it, it won’t be so 
hard to ask if you ever have to ask 
someone in a real-life situation,” she 
said. “Also, sometimes people who 
are considering suicide are relieved 
if you ask, because it indicates that 
someone noticed their struggle.”

For information about how 
to help someone struggling with 
mental health, visit the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
website.

Be aware of signs loved  
one is contemplating suicide

Sept. 6-12 is National Suicide Prevention Week

The Ladies Aid of St. John Lu-
theran Church in Townsend has 
scheduled its annual Fall Bazaar 
for 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sept. 19 at the 
church, 17963 State Highway 32, 
Townsend.

All proceeds go to support the 
community and missions, locally 
and nationally. During the pandem-
ic, visitors’ cooperation to follow 
the rules is requested.

Shoppers can make an offer for 

tools, household items, toys, books, 
home decor, Christmas items, etc. 
Bakery, larger and valued items will 
be priced.

The public is encouraged to con-
sider donating usable items they find 

as they clean houses, garages and 
basements. For information regard-
ing the bazaar and items to donate, 
call the church office at 715-276-7214. 
Items will be accepted closer to 
bazaar date through Sept. 17.

Donated items sought for fall bazaar



The Oconto Falls High School 
cross-country team will try and blend 
returning talent with some new run-
ners to turn in a successful fall season.

Each team, which are coached by 
Lon Ludemann, returns three starters 
from a season ago.

Back from the boys team is senior 
Braden Uelmen, junior Joe Adams and 
sophomore Landon Budz.

“As a team we hope to show plenty 
of integrity this year and continue to 
show improvement throughout this 
season,” said Adams, who was the top 
boys finisher at the 2019 North Eastern 
Conference Championships with a 
16th-place finish.

Sophomore Grant Yuma is one of 
the runners that is expected to help fill 
out the boys roster this fall.

Returning girls starters are juniors 
Alexis Euclide and Jaden Reed and 
sophomore Sydney Bell. Euclide was 
the top finisher among the three at last 
year’s sectional meet.

Helping round out the girls team 
this season will be freshmen Hannah 
Ludemann and Maddy Przybylski.

Coach Ludemann didn’t have any 
overall expectations set for the fall, 
instead hoping to take things “one day 
at a time due to the situation.” The 
runners seem to have bought into that 
mindset.

“The season will indeed be like no 

other but we are glad to even have 
the opportunity to run this year,” said 
Adams. “With the help of coach, we 
will be ready for any challenges this 
season brings.”

The teams opened their fall sea-
son by competing in a NEC meet in 
Marinette on Aug. 28, with Adams and 
Hannah Ludemann leading the way.

Ludemann posted a time of 23 
minutes, 5 seconds to place fourth in 
the girls race. Adams completed the 

course in 18:30 to take sixth in the boys 
race.

Bell (27:33) placed 29th for the girls, 
while Przybylski (28:00) was 30th. 
Reed (28:53) and Ellie Sager (29:35) 
took 34th and 36th, respectively.

On the boys side, Uelmen placed 
13th in 20:43. Yuma was 22nd in 21:46. 
Aiden Stary (22:22) and Budz (25:34) 
rounded out the team, taking 31st and 
42nd, respectively.

The Suring High School volley-
ball team is prioritizing teamwork 
as it prepares for the fall season.

Suring finished near the bottom 
of the Marinette & Oconto Confer-
ence standings last fall and gradu-
ated several seniors from that team. 
But by working together, the Eagles 
are hoping to overcome some of 
the team’s inexperience and put 
together a solid season.

Leading the charge for coach 
Tonia Kruschke is senior hitter 
Kelsey Smith, who is the only all-
conference player returning for 
the Eagles. She made the honorable 
mention team.

“Some goals and expectations 
our team has is to work together. If 
you can’t work as a team, you can’t 
get the job done,” said Smith.

“This is a big season for me. I 
would like to leave my high school 
career knowing that I was a posi-

tive role model — went above and 
beyond to better myself and my 
team,” Smith added. “I want to 
show the underclassman that if you 
are willing to put in extra work, 
that it will pay off in the end.”

Junior setter Kate Mahoney is 
also back after starting last year.

Sophomores Trinity Remic and 
Macie Reed also return with varsity 
experience. Remic is the team’s 
libero, while Reed is another hitter.

Kruschke admitted that her team 

lacked height, and that defense 
would be a focal point as a result.

The coach also believes that 
after a strong class of seniors 
throughout the conference gradu-
ated, the M&O title is up for grabs.

Suring was a No. 5 seed in the 
postseason last year. The Eagles 
upset fourth-seeded St. Thomas 
Aquinas Academy before being 
eliminated by top-seeded Gresham, 
which won the regional title.
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S P O RT S
H I G H  S C H O O L  C R OS S - CO U N T RY

Oconto Falls hoping to build off returning runners
Ludemann, Adams lead Panthers in first meet

By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

H I G H  S C H O O L  VO L L E Y B A L L

Suring keying in on teamwork, defense as season starts up
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

sports@newmedia-wi.com

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Oconto Falls’ Alexis Euclide runs during the 2019 Shawano Hawk Invitational in Shawano. Euclide is one 
of three experienced girls runners back on the team this fall. FILE | NEW MEDIA

Oconto Falls’ Braden Uelmen looks to make a pass 
during the 2019 Bonduel Invitational at the Nava-
rino Nature Center in Shiocton. Uelmen will look 
to help the team turn in a strong fall season in his 
senior year of action. FILE | NEW MEDIA
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AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  KAY L E E  SA D OW S K I

Oconto Falls golfer striving for big 
finish to her high school career

After a strong finish to the 2019 
season, Oconto Falls High School’s 
Kaylee Sadowski is hoping for 
a memorable ending to her golf 
career.

Sadowski capped her junior 
season by advancing to sectionals, 
and is hoping to get the chance to 
accomplish the same feat this fall in 
her senior season.

The senior has gotten her final 
season off to a strong start, lead-
ing the Panthers in their first two 
matches.

Sadowski fired a nine-hole round 
of 50 at a North Eastern Conference 
match against Little Chute on Aug. 
26. That individual score was the 
third best at the match.

In the team’s season-opening 
NEC match on Aug. 24 against 
Luxemburg-Casco, Sadowski carded 
a round of 47. That score tied her 
for the best round of the day.

Q: When did your interest in 
golf begin?

A: Eighth grade is when I first 
started showing interest in golf 
when my dad (Keith) took me to 
the range.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the golf season?

A: Being able to meet new girls 
from different teams and becoming 
friends in the offseason.

Q: What kind of individual 
goals have you set for yourself 
this fall?

A: With my game I am working 
to be more consistent with shoot-
ing into the lower/higher 40s, along 
with making it to sectionals again. 

I also am working on keeping 

my head up high under the circum-
stances sports are in.

Q: As a senior, how will you 
help serve as a leader for the rest 
of the team?

A: With under the circumstances 
everyone is in, my goal as the lead-
er is to keep everyone’s attitude as 
best they can be and just have fun.

Q: Talk about your prepara-
tion for the golf season.

A: This summer, to help me pre-
pare for success I have been golfing 
at least three times a week at many 
courses along with my friends and 
teammates.

Q: What’s your favorite mem-
ory of competing on the Oconto 
Falls golf team?

A: My favorite memory is mak-
ing it to sectionals and a group of 
my friends coming to watch!

Q: What are you going to miss 
most about high school golf?

A: Everything! I love everything 
about golf — going to meets, prac-
tice, meeting new people, and of 
course stopping to eat.

Q: Name one thing about 
yourself that not many people 
know.

A: I want to become a delivery 
nurse and attend UW-Oshkosh.

Q: What’s the greatest piece of 
advice you have ever been told?

A: “Don’t sweat the small stuff.”

AT A GLANCE
ATHLETE: Kaylee Sadowski
SPORT: Golf
SCHOOL: Oconto Falls High School
YEAR: Senior

Oconto Falls’ Kaylee Sadowski tees off during a 2019 North Eastern Conference match at River Island 
Golf Course in Oconto Falls. FILE | NEW MEDIA
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Falling does not have to be a 
normal part of aging. That’s the 
concept behind “Stepping On,” a 
research-proven workshop shown 
to build confidence and reduce 
falls in community-dwelling older 
adults.

The next series of “Stepping On” 
classes is scheduled for 9-11 a.m. 
Tuesdays from Sept. 15 through 
Oct. 27 at the Riverview Town Hall, 
15471 State Highway 32, Mountain.

“We believe strongly in protect-
ing our older, vulnerable adults 
and will be following COVID 
guidelines set up by the Wisconsin 
Institute for Healthy Aging,” said 
Carol Luebeck, the certified course 

instructor. “These include having 
a smaller group of only six to eight 
participants for distancing, wearing 
masks, participants bringing their 
own beverages and more.”

The series features four dif-
ferent professional guest experts 
discussing how much can be done 
to prevent falls. The cost of $25 per 
person includes all seven sessions, 
supplies, guest experts and snacks. 
The Oconto County Commission on 
Aging sponsors the programs.

For information or registration, 
call Luebeck at 920-373-1441. If this 
location does not meet your needs, 
call to be placed on a waiting list 
for future workshops.

Fall prevention 
workshops scheduled Evelyn Lee Rinehart is the Resi-

dent of the Month for The Bay at 
Suring. Rinehart was born in Free-
port, Illinois, on April 24, 1944, to 
Harold Edward Rinehart and Fran-
ces Evelyn Rinehart. She has one 
brother named Larry Dean Rinehart. 
Evelyn and her family moved to 
Milwaukee when she was 15 years 
old. She graduated from Custer 
High School in 1963 and moved to 
Townsend in 1966.

Rinehart worked as a candy 
striper at Deaconess Hospital. She 
was a member of the ladies aide 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church and 
volunteered her time to assist with 
bazaars and cut grass on the church 
grounds.

Rinehart loves dogs; some of her 

favorites were pets named Queenie, 
Joy and Whitie. She loves visits from 
her furry friend, June Bug, as well 
as a variety of games at The Bay at 
Suring. She enjoys playing Yahtzee, 
Bingo, 7-11 and King’s Corners.

Rinehart is Resident of Month
By SHANNON NICHOLA STONER

Special to NEW Media

Evelyn Rinehart is Resident of Month at The Bay 
in Suring. CONTRIBUTED

Have a story idea? Email us!
editorial@newmedia-wi.com
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Aug. 30
Deputies logged 47 incidents, including 

the following:
Disturbance — reported in the 100 

block of Mineau Avenue, Oconto, 2:44 a.m.
Automobile theft — reported in the 500 

block of North Chestnut Avenue, Oconto 
Falls, 10:04 a.m.

Weapon offense — reported in the 
1000 block of Spring Street, Little Suamico, 
3:20 p.m.

Animal bite — reported in the 4000 
block of Lade Beach Road, Little Suamico, 
4:17 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported near 
South Maple Avenue and Sheridan Street, 
Oconto Falls, 5:44 p.m.

Unwanted party — reported in the 100 
block of Mineau Avenue, Oconto, 6:11 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 300 
block of Chicago Street, Oconto, 9:04 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
property-damage crash near County Road R 
and Pine Road, How, 2:08 p.m.; and logged 
three deer-related crashes.

Ambulance — One ambulance call was 
received.
Aug. 29

Deputies logged 60 incidents, including 
the following:

Disturbance — reported in the 14000 
block of Warrington Lake Drive, Underhill, 
1 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 100 
block of Huron Avenue, Oconto, 2:09 a.m.

Theft — reported in the 10000 block of 
Marl Lake Road, Bagley, 12:18 p.m.

Theft — reported along Bell Bridge 
Road, Pensaukee, 12:56 p.m.

Tree down — reported near County 
Road D and Holewinski Road, Chase, 1:29 
p.m.

Trespassing — reported in the 5000 
block of Golden Corners Road, Town of 
Oconto Falls, 3:15 p.m.

Structure fire — reported in the 9000 
block of Hogsback Road, Little River, 5:21 
p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 13000 
block of Hayes Road, How, 5:52 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported in the 
16700 block of County Road W, Doty, 7:29 
p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported at Maple 
Heights Campground, 16091 E. Chain Lake 
Road, Townsend, 7:43 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported in the 
8000 block of South Chase Road, Chase, 
8:01 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported in the 
2000 block of County Road C, Morgan, 8:12 
p.m.

Animal bite — reported along Mcboyce 
Drive, Riverview, 8:26 p.m.

Animal bite — reported in the 11000 
block of Harris Road, Breed, 8:30 p.m.

Underage alcohol — reported at an 
address in Lakewood, 8:42 p.m.

Controlled-burn fire — in the 12000 
block of state Highway 32, 9:26 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
property-damage crash near Konitzer and 
Timberline roads, Abrams, 4:56 a.m.; and a 
personal-injury crash near U.S. Highway 141 
and Liegeois Road, Abrams, 11:55 p.m.

Ambulance — three ambulance calls 
were received.
Aug. 28

Deputies logged 44 incidents, including 
the following:

Suspicious — reported in the 8000 
block of Twin Maple Court, Little Suamico, 
12:18 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 300 
block of Knapp Street, Suring, 12:32 a.m.

Suspicious — reported along Copper 
Culture Way, Oconto, 2:36 a.m.

Suspicious — Reported in the 6000 
block of Kelly Jo Drive, Little Suamico, 8:37 
a.m.

Property damage — reported in the 
16000 block of Elm Street, Townsend, 10:07 
a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 200 
block of North Mill Street, Suring, 2:54 p.m.

Burglary — reported in the 7000 block 
of state Highway 22, Stiles, 3:02 p.m.

Drugs — reported at an address in 
Stiles, 3:54 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 8000 
block of County Road V, Maple Valley, 3:50 
p.m.

ATV accident — reported near Bonita 
and McComb Lake roads, Mountain, 5:11 
p.m.

Harassment — reported in the 7000 
block of County Road I, Stiles, 5:57 p.m.

Squad damage — reported near state 
Highway 32 and Central Road, Breed, 9:39 
p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
property-damage crash near U.S. Highway 
141 and County Road A, Lena, 9:20 p.m.; 
and logged one deer-related crash.

Ambulance — One ambulance call was 
received.
Aug. 27

Deputies logged 57 incidents, including 
the following:

Suspicious — reported in the 7000 
block of Trail Road, Maple Valley, 8:23 a.m.

Suspicious — reported near U.S. 
Highway 41-141 and East Brown Road, Little 
Suamico, 10:47 a.m.

Criminal damage — reported in the 200 
block of Pleasant View Drive, Chase, 5:52 
p.m.

Suspicious — reported along Norway 
Woods Lane, Abrams, 6:34 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 5000 
block of Pine Avenue, Town of Oconto, 7:06 
p.m.

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  S H E R I F F ’S  D E PA RT M E N T
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