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A little more than a dozen attendees 
at the Oconto Falls School District an-
nual meeting Monday, Aug. 17, passed 
a $10.85 million property tax levy for 
the coming year.

The levy includes $9.628 million 
to defray the cost of operating and 
maintaining local public schools and 
$1.2 million for debt service retirement 
for the 2019-20 school year.

It was the first face-to-face board 
meeting since March, when Gov. Tony 
Evers closed school buildings through 
June citing concerns about the spread 
of COVID-19. The session usually held 
at the District Office meeting room 
was moved to the much more spacious 
Falls Area Performing Arts Center at 
the high school, where every other au-
ditorium seat was wrapped in caution 
tape and board members were spread 
across the stage for social distancing.

Superintendent Dean Hess and dis-
trict accountant Kim Sinclair walked 
the group through details of the 2020-
21 budget. Hess noted that district 
efforts and larger-than-expected 
increased in equalized valuation have 
reduced indebtedness from about $14 
million five years ago to just below $5 
million, and this year’s budget should 
bring the balance down to about $2.6 
million.

The district is entering the fourth 
year of a five-year operational referen-
dum; voters gave the district permis-
sion to exceed state-imposed revenue 
limits through the 2021-22 school year, 
and Hess said the school board expects 
to ask voters to renew that commit-
ment next spring.

Also on the horizon is a capital 
referendum. Consulting firm Nexus 
Solutions has been conducting an audit 
of district buildings, especially aging 
Washington Middle School, with an 
eye toward an extensive upgrade of 
the existing building or construction of 
a new middle school.

Although the district has been aim-
ing toward a building referendum in 
the spring of 2022, Nexus has suggest-
ed the board consider holding the vote 
at the same time as the 2021 question, 
Hess said.

“There are some potential positives 

to that,” he said, including low interest 
rates in the current market for issuing 
bonds. “We need to do some home-
work looking at whether 2021 is even 
an option.”

Administrators may ask the board 
to hold a special meeting in early 
September to review the referendum 
options, he said.

Discussion during much of the an-
nual meeting, and the board’s regular 
August meeting that followed, was 
about preparations to operate schools 
in the face of the ongoing pandemic. 
Oconto Falls plans to open the school 
year Sept. 1 with students attending 
class four days a week, with Wednes-
days devoted to virtual learning, 
teacher professional development, and 
deep cleaning of school buildings.

Hess has been in regular contact 
with Deb Konitzer, Oconto County 
public health officer, to discuss prepa-
rations for the seemingly inevitable 
times when students or staff test posi-
tive for COVID-19 — and at what point 
the number of cases might reach the 
point where more stringent mitigation 
is necessary.

“Each situation is going to have to 
be worked through with the folks from 
the county health department to iden-
tify, is it an adult, is it a student, how 
many students or how many adults 
were in close proximity to them … and 
how that might potentially affect the 
school district.”

The board accepted an adminis-
trative recommendation to suspend 
middle school fall sports until further 
notice to reduce the risk of contact 
outside of school.

“We want our kids in school in per-
son, learning, as long as possible,” said 
Jon Dunks, Washington Middle School 
instructional coach.

The recommendation follows the 
lead of the Shawano Area School Dis-
trict, which is looking at running their 
fall sports in the spring, Dunks said.

The board also got a briefing from 
Jerry Moynihan, high school athletic 
director, who said girls volleyball, 
cross-country and the dance team 
successfully held their first practices 
Monday.

“The kids were very happy,” 
Moynihan said. “For some it was their 
first time back in the building since 
March.”

As of Monday, all of the schools in 
the North Eastern Conference were 
still planning to participate in fall 
sports under the revised Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
guidelines, although some larger 
schools in the state are taking advan-
tage of a WIAA option to move fall 
sports to spring, Moynihan said.

The board plans to revisit the situa-
tion at their Sept. 14 meeting, when the 
district will have two weeks of the new 
academic year under its belt.

Budget passed, middle 
school sports suspended
Oconto Falls School Board prepares for the coming year

By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

The Oconto Falls School Board meets Monday in the high school auditorium to allow for social distanc-
ing during the COVID-19 pandemic. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Company Store Specials
August 24th thru 29th, 2020
IRREGULAR PEPPER-COATED BACON

$14.95 per 5 lb. bag
$78.00 per 30 lb. case (6-5lb. bags) 

BACON CHEDDAR & JALAPENO BACON CHEDDAR BRATWURST
Fresh from the deli case. 

$4.29 per lb. 

APPLEWOOD SMOKED BACON PIECES
$22.90 per 10 lb. case

FRESH BRATWURSTS AND BRAT PATTIES 
Fresh from the deli case

$5.99 per lb.

WISCONSIN’S OWN
SPRECHER’S BEER AND ROOT BEER BBQ SAUCES

$3.19 each
“FEATURING FACTORY FRESH”

DUPONT VIDALIA ONION CHEESE
Made with this year’s Vidalias! Limited time only! 

$5.49 per lb.
Curbside Pickup Available! Call ahead.

Nueske’s Applewood Smoked Meats Company Store
1390 East Grand Ave., Wittenberg, WI 54499

(715) 253-4059 or nueskes.com

LOOK FOR US 
ON FACEBOOK

Oconto County recorded its first 
death from COVID-19 on Aug. 12, ac-
cording to data from the state Depart-
ment of Health Services (DHS).

The county has seen a surge in 
positive tests for the potentially 
deadly virus since the end of June, 
when 59 positive tests had been listed. 
In the next month more than 100 addi-
tional positives came in, for a total of 
164 on July 31, and another 100 were 
recorded by Aug. 15.

As of Monday, Aug. 17, DHS was 
reporting 290 positive tests in Oconto 
County, and that number was an in-
crease of 14 from 276 the day before.

Deb Konitzer, the county’s public 
health officer, reported to the Health 
& Human Services Board on Aug. 
12 that her office was investigation 
at least five outbreaks of COVID-19 
in the county. Details about the 
death, which was reported after the 
board met that day, have not been 
released.

Officials continue to recommend 
following the governor’s executive 
order requiring masks indoors and 
in close outdoor situations, and large 
gatherings are discouraged, including 
community festivals/events, birthday 
and/or graduation parties, neighbor-
hood parties, and sporting events.

Konitzer was not able to return a 
call to the Times Herald before dead-
line on Monday.

“We stayed home for months 
and we understand that people want 
to get together,” the Public Health 
Department stated on the county 
website. “It is important to remember 
that ‘open’ does not mean ‘over.’ CO-
VID-19 is still spreading from person 
to person and will continue to do so 
if we don’t take steps to prevent the 
spread: washing hands, staying home 
when sick, wearing a face mask, and 
keeping distance from others.”

People with symptoms of CO-
VID-19 — including fever, cough and 
shortness of breath — are encouraged 
to get tested.

Positive tests for COVID-19 
surge in Oconto County

Details about the county’s first death were not released
By NEW MEDIA STAFF



State Highway 64 was reopened 
to traffic from state Highway 32 to 
County Road T (Townsend Dam 

Road) on Aug. 13, as resurfacing 
work nears completion.

About 6.8 miles have been closed 
from the Langlade/Oconto County 
line to Highway 32 since mid-June, as 
crews worked on replacing culvert 
pipes, removing guardrail, grading 
flatter slopes and milling and over-
laying the existing pavement with 

new asphalt.
The intersection of County Road 

T and Highway 64 was upgraded and 
reconstructed as part of the $3.5 mil-
lion project. Work is set to be com-
pleted by mid-September, weather 
dependent.

Paving was expected to be com-
pleted early this week, and shoulder-

ing operations were to begin. Crews 
will begin to replace permanent signs 
and complete remaining landscaping. 
Pavement marking and rumble strip 
application may get underway.

The entire project is now open to 
thru traffic. All remaining work will 
be completed under flagging opera-
tions.
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O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT
Proceedings of Aug. 13

Bond was set at $15,000 cash for 
Mackenzie E. Lee, 26, Three Lakes, 
after he was charged with posses-
sion with intent to deliver heroin, bail 
jumping and misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred Aug. 10. His initial appearance 
was adjourned until Sept. 17.

Bond was set at $10,000 cash for 
Shawnee Marie Chapman, 26, Lac 
du Flambeau, after she was charged 
with possession with intent to deliver 
heroin and misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Aug. 10. Her initial appearance was 
adjourned until Sept. 17.

Bond was set at $10,000 cash for 
Nathan John Lloyd, 20, Waupaca, after 
he was charged with second-degree 
sexual assault of a child, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred April 25. Should he make 
bail, Judge Jay N. Conley ordered 
that Lloyd have no contact with three 
specific individuals or social contact 
of any kind with any minor females 
except family members. His initial ap-
pearance was adjourned until Sept. 17.

Bond was set at $750 cash for Chris-
topher J. Joski, 20, New Franken, who 
is charged with fleeing an officer in a 
vehicle, in connection with an inci-
dent that allegedly occurred May 16. A 
preliminary hearing was scheduled for 
Sept. 15.

A Jan. 5-6 jury trial was scheduled 
for Bruce J. Carr, 66, Oconto Falls, on 
charges of possession with intent to 
deliver THC and maintaining a drug 
place, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Feb. 8, 2019, 
and felony bail jumping, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred March 5, 2019. A final pretrial 
hearing was scheduled for Dec. 21.

Casey J. Grams, 31, Oconto Falls, 
pleaded not guilty to a charge of 
issuing worthless checks, in connec-

tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Oct. 9. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled for Oct. 15.

Tracey Lee Bartlett, 58, Oconto, 
waived her right to a preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty to 
possession of methamphetamine and 
maintaining a drug trafficking place, in 
connection with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred May 5. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled for Oct. 15.

Travis George Knipp, 39, Oconto 
Falls, pleaded not guilty to charges 
of possession of methamphetamine 
and misdemeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred June 
1. A pretrial conference was scheduled 
for Sept. 17.

Daniel Roy Roeder Jr., 47, Oconto, 
pleaded not guilty to operating a mo-
tor vehicle while intoxicated (fifth or 
sixth offense), in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred April 
10. A pretrial conference was sched-
uled for Nov. 12.

Bond was set at $1,000 cash for 
Robert J. Haanpaa, 33, Marinette, after 
he was charged with possession of 
methamphetamine (second and subse-
quent offense), in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred Aug. 
10. The balance of his initial appear-
ance was scheduled for Sept. 17.

A bench warrant was issued for 
James F. King, 19, Suring, after he failed 
to appear for a pretrial conference on 
charges of fleeing an officer in a motor 
vehicle and two counts of misdemean-
or resisting or obstructing an officer, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Jan. 20.

A bench warrant was authorized 
for Melanie L. Nelson, 54, Oconto, 
after she failed to appear for a pretrial 
conference on a charge of misap-
propriating ID information to obtain 
money, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred in Oconto on 
Nov. 29.

A bench warrant was authorized for 
Tallie Marie Sheldon, 22, Menominee, 

Michigan, after she failed to make her 
initial appearance for second-degree 
recklessly endangering safety, in con-
nection with an incident that allegedly 
occurred June 12.

A bench warrant was issued for 
Jason Kenneth Curtis, 25, Pound, after 
he again failed to make his initial court 
appearance on a charge of taking an 
driving a vehicle without the owner’s 
consent, in connection with an inci-
dent that allegedly occurred May 28.

Proceedings of Aug. 12
Richard H. Deinert, 72, Fremont, 

pleaded not guilty to charges of ag-
gravated battery of an elderly person, 
misdemeanor battery and two misde-
meanor counts of disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Dec. 18. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled for Sept. 17.

Peter W. Berres, 56, Milwaukee, 
waived his right to a preliminary hear-
ing and pleaded not guilty to charges 
of resisting arrest, misdemeanor re-
stricting or obstructing an officer and 
disorderly conduct, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
May 5. A jury trial was scheduled for 
Jan. 20, with a final pretrial conference 
Jan. 11.

Proceedings of Aug. 11
A Feb. 16-18 jury trial was scheduled 

for Christopher M. Earley, 45, Oconto, 
who is charged with second-degree 
sexual assault and misdemeanor disor-
derly conduct, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred Dec. 
16, 2018. A final pretrial conference 
was scheduled for Jan. 25. Judge Jay 
N. Conley ruled that a trial in another 
case — alleging injury by intoxicated 
use of a motor vehicle and injury by 
use of vehicle with a prohibited alco-
hol content, in connection with a Jan. 
26, 2019, crash — will be rescheduled 
after that trial.

Bond was set at $75,000 cash for 
Robert J. Schneider, 46, Suring, who is 
charged with second-degree reckless 

endangering safety, being a felon in 
possession of a firearm, possession of 
a short-barreled rifle, possession of 
methamphetamine, two counts of bail 
jumping and misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct, in connection with an inci-
dent that allegedly occurred Aug. 6. 
Conditions of bail include that he have 
no contact with Marsha Cassell. Judge 
Michael T. Judge ruled that the bail 
order also applies to an earlier case, 
in which Schneider is charged with 
felony bail jumping and misdemeanor 
resisting or obstructing an officer, in an 
alleged Feb. 29 incident. The balance 
of his initial appearance on the new 
charges was scheduled for Sept. 17.

Bond was set at $7,500 cash for 
Marsha A. Cassell, 42, Suring, who is 
charged with possession of metham-
phetamine, misdemeanor bail jump-
ing, resisting or obstructing an officer, 
possession of THC and possession of 
drug paraphernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Aug. 6. Conditions of bail include 
that she have no contact with Robert 
Schneider. Her initial appearance was 
adjourned until Sept. 17.

Proceedings of Aug. 10
A jury trial was rescheduled to Feb. 

16-17 for Jared Ronald Barber, 26, Lena, 
who is charged with victim intimida-
tion, strangulation-suffocation and 
misdemeanor battery, criminal dam-
age to property, two counts criminal 
damage to property and four counts 
disorderly conduct, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Jan. 24. A final pretrial conference was 
scheduled for Jan. 25.

Proceedings of Aug. 7
A Jan. 26 jury trial was scheduled 

for Zebullin Augustus Fountain, 21, 
Lena, who is charged with repeated 
sexual assault of the same child, in 
connection with incidents that alleg-
edly occurred in 2011 and 2012. A final 
pretrial conference was scheduled for 
Jan. 15.

Highway 64 project almost complete
Resurfacing work should  

be done by mid-September
By NEW MEDIA STAFF
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Labor Day weekend has belonged 
to the Village of Suring for 90 years, 
and pandemic or not, the communi-
ty’s annual celebration will proceed 
as usual.

Well, not quite as usual — the 
challenging run up Suring hill is 
postponed this year, as are the chili 
cook-off, kids’ water fights, chalk art 
and the high school reunion banquet.

But most of the essentials are 
still in place for the four-day festival 
Sept. 4-7, including truck and tractor 
pulls, the Sunday night fireworks 
display and Monday’s big Labor Day 
parade.

As usual, it actually starts Thurs-
day, Sept. 3, with the Friends of the 
Suring Area Public Library “Twice 
Sold Tales” book sale from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Sept. 3-5 at the Village Munici-
pal Building Learning Center, 604 
Main St., Suring. On the last day of 
the sale, $2 bag sales will be held all 
day Saturday. All proceeds from the 
book sale will be used for programs 
and purchases for the library.

A 4x4 truck pull sanctioned by 
NEW Motorsports is the highlight 
beginning at 7 p.m. Friday at Vet-
erans Memorial Park, where most 
of the weekend’s activities are 
centered. The Suring Area Histori-
cal Society plans a brat fry at Art 
& Jean’s Corner Store from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Chicken booyah to go will 
be available at the American Le-

gion Hall starting at 5 p.m. Friday 
and continuing through Monday, or 
while supplies last. The food stand at 
Memorial Park also opens at 5 p.m. 
Friday.

Saturday’s highlights include 
tractor pulls all day, with weigh-ins 
starting at 7:30 a.m. and the com-
petition getting started at 10 a.m. 
The evening grandstand event is 
the Farm Tractor & NEW Hot Farm 
Classics Tractor Pull starting at 7 
p.m. Craft and rummage sales along 
Ehlinger Street begin at 8 a.m., and 

the Suring Area Historical Society 
Museum will be open from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

On Sunday, a demolition derby 
is scheduled at noon, and the an-
nual Senior Citizen/Grand Marshall 
Award Ceremony is planned at 7 
p.m. at the bandstand, honoring Phil 
and Elaine Fischer, of Suring. The 
day’s festivities are capped by fire-
works at 9 p.m., “rain or shine.”

The annual Suring Lions Club 
parade is scheduled at 10 a.m., with 
lineup near the school for the trek 

down Main Street. One concession 
to COVID-19 concerns is that the 
club asks that candy be handed out 
by gloved volunteers rather than 
tossed from floats.

Music is also part of the mix all 
weekend, with all but one performer 
set up at the beer stand. Positive 
Energy DJ/Karaoke is scheduled 
starting at 8 p.m. Friday, Northern 
Select DJ at 8 p.m. Saturday, and the 
John Marsh Band 1-5 p.m. Sunday. 
The Tucker Band is scheduled 6-10 
p.m. Sunday at the band stand.

Suring Labor Day weekend events listed
A handful of  

concessions to pandemic 
worries are planned

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The Suring Fire Department’s antique engine leads the way past the Village Municipal Building during the 2018 Labor Day parade. With a few adjustments, 
the village’s Labor Day weekend festival is proceeding this year. FILE | NEW MEDIA

Jenny Holmgren, a teacher at 
Bayshore Community Academy in 
Oconto, is one of only 98 teachers 
selected for a National History Day 
(NHD) summer professional devel-
opment program.

The new course focuses on 
using online Library of Congress 
resources to develop and support 
historical arguments and is a feature 
of NHD’s membership in the Library 
of Congress Teaching with Primary 
Sources (TPS) Consortium.

Over the course of the series, 
Holmgren has explored digitized 

primary sources 
from the Library 
of Congress, 
engaged in four 
live webinar 
programs and 
discussions with 
fellow educa-
tors from across 
the country, 
and developed 
resources to use 

with students in her classroom.
The National History Day pro-

gram in Wisconsin selected Hol-

mgren. NHD affiliates include all 50 
states and the District of Columbia, 
American Samoa, Guam, the North-
ern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, 
and international school programs 
in China, South Asia, and South 
Korea.

As one of the selected teachers, 
Mrs. Holmgren receives free tuition, 
graduate credits, and materials for 
the online program.

“As a TPS Consortium member, 
we are thrilled to utilize the vast 
array of digitized primary sources 
made available online by the Library 

of Congress,” said National History 
Day Executive Director Dr. Cathy 
Gorn. “At the conclusion of this 
course, Mrs. Holmgren will be able 
to share with her students key strat-
egies for researching, supporting, 
and presenting historical arguments 
backed up by these primary sources. 
This is a crucial skill in teaching 
and learning good history, and is 
especially valuable now when so 
many students and teachers across 
the country are engaged in remote 
learning due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.”

Oconto teacher selected for National History Day program

JENNY HOLMGREN
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The nephew of a retiring state 
senator won the Democratic primary 
to succeed him, and a Northeast 
Wisconsin Republican leader easily 
fended off a primary challenge from 
within his own party, in the fall pri-
mary election Tuesday.

Jonathon Hansen, a De Pere City 
Council member and nephew of Sen. 
Dave Hansen, D-Green Bay, defeated 
Sandra Ewald of Green Bay to win a 
ballot position opposite Eric Wim-
berger, a Green Bay Republican.

The unofficial final results showed 
Jonathon Hansen with 3,754 votes to 
Ewald’s 2,082, a 64.3%-35.7% margin.

“I deeply appreciate all of the 
support that I have received since 
we launched this campaign back in 
January. We have built a true grass-
roots campaign encompassing voters 
from every corner of the district,” 
Hansen said. “The people of the 30th 
District want to be represented by 
someone who is focused on pragmat-
ic solutions and has a track record 
of bringing about positive change in 
the community, and I have done that 
as an alderman on the De Pere City 
Council.”

Wimberger is making his second 

run at the office, having narrowly lost 
to Dave Hansen in the 2016 general 
election. He describes himself as a 
small business owner, attorney and 
former U.S. Marine Corps captain 
and JAG officer, claiming an Oconto 
County tie through his family’s 
Sweet Memories Candy Shoppe in 
Lakewood.

State Rep. John Nygren, R-Mari-
nette, cruised past challenger Andi 
Rich and will face Karl Jaeger, a 
Marinette Democrat, in November.

The unofficial tally was Nygren 
4,447, Rich 910, an 83%-17% margin.

“I’m humbled by the strong sup-
port from Republican voters in the 
89th Assembly District,” Nygren 

said. “I look forward to taking our 
message of smaller government, cut-
ting taxes, and pro-growth policies to 
the election in November.”

Rich had portrayed herself as an 
environmentally active Republican, 
which Jaeger noted in his statement 
after the primary.

“There is now only one candidate 
on the Nov. 3 ballot who will fight 
for clean drinking water and your 
health and safety,” he said. “We can-
not allow Big Business to continue 
to poison our air, land, and water in 
the name of short-term economic 
gain while damaging the long-term 
health and safety of our citizens, our 
environment, and our economy.”

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Hansen, Nygren advance in primaries
Nov. 3 ballot now set

Rummage, yard and garage sale signs could be seen all over and around the city Aug. 13-15 for the 34th annual Oconto Falls Fest. Mother Nature cooperated with sunshine, which especially helped the Oconto Falls 
Community Library sale after it was moved outside to the parking lot due to COVID concerns. It looked like any other year except for the masks and social distancing by patrons and volunteers.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

SEARCHING FOR DEALS



The Big Ten Conference an-
nounced the postponement of the 
2020-21 fall sports season, including 
all regular-season contests and Big 
Ten Championships and Tourna-
ments, due to ongoing health and 
safety concerns related to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

In making its decision, which 
was based on multiple factors, the 
Big Ten Conference relied on the 
medical advice and counsel of the 
Big Ten Task Force for Emerging 
Infectious Diseases and the Big Ten 
Sports Medicine Committee.

“Our primary responsibility is to 
make the best possible decisions in 
the interest of our students, faculty 
and staff,” said Morton Schapiro, 
chairman of the Big Ten Council of 
Presidents/Chancellors and North-
western University president.

“The mental and physical health 
and welfare of our student-athletes 
has been at the center of every 
decision we have made regarding 
the ability to proceed forward,” 
said Big Ten Commissioner Kevin 
Warren. “As time progressed and 
after hours of discussion with our 
Big Ten Task Force for Emerging 
Infectious Diseases and the Big 
Ten Sports Medicine Committee, it 
became abundantly clear that there 
was too much uncertainty regard-
ing potential medical risks to allow 
our student-athletes to compete 
this fall.

“We know how significant the 
student-athlete experience can be 
in shaping the future of the tal-
ented young women and men who 
compete in the Big Ten Conference. 
Although that knowledge made this 
a painstaking decision, it did not 
make it difficult.

“While I know our decision today 
(Aug. 11) will be disappointing in 
many ways for our thousands of 

student-athletes and their families, 
I am heartened and inspired by 
their resilience, their insightful and 
discerning thoughts, and their par-
ticipation through our conversations 
to this point. Everyone associated 
with the Big Ten Conference and its 
member institutions is committed to 
getting everyone back to competi-
tion as soon as it is safe to do so.”

The fall sports included in this 
announcement are men’s and wom-
en’s cross-country, field hockey, 
football, men’s and women’s soc-
cer and women’s volleyball. The 
Big Ten Conference will continue 
to evaluate a number of options 
regarding these sports, including 
the possibility of competition in the 
spring. Decisions regarding winter 
and spring sports will also continue 
to be evaluated.

The Big Ten Conference is proud 
of its 14 world-class research institu-
tions and has leveraged their re-
sources and expertise to address this 
pandemic over the past five months.

The Big Ten Task Force for 
Emerging Infectious Diseases and 
the Big Ten Sports Medicine Com-
mittee have engaged in extensive 
research and sharing of materials 
and conversations with federal, 
state and local government agen-
cies, and professional and interna-
tional sports organizations in order 
to track and better understand the 
daily updates surrounding this 
pandemic. Their advice and counsel 
have been invaluable as they have 
worked tirelessly over the past 
several months in their efforts to 
create and maintain a safe environ-
ment for athletics.

The Big Ten Conference will 
continue to work with medical 
experts and governmental authori-
ties to gather additional informa-
tion, evaluate emerging data and 
technologies, and monitor develop-
ments regarding the pandemic to 
make the best decisions possible for 
the health, safety and wellness of 
our student-athletes.

Led by four experienced seniors, 
the Oconto Falls High School girls 
golf team is hoping for a solid 
showing in the North Eastern Con-
ference this fall.

Leading the way for the Pan-
thers, who are coached by Paul 
Luebke, is senior Kaylee Sadowski.

Sadowski was a consistent golfer 
for the team as a junior, and ended 
the season competing at section-
als. She’d love the chance to make 
it back to sectionals, or advance a 
step further to state, but with post-
season activities up in the air, the 
senior might not get that chance.

Sadowski knows she can serve 
as a leader for the rest of the team, 
and has been doing so for the past 

couple months already.
“This summer, the team has been 

golfing together numerous times on 

many courses. We have done team 
bonding to get to know each other, 
along with hitting at the driving 

ranges,” said Sadowski.
“With the team practicing a 

lot this summer, we are hoping to 
place low in the conference meets 
along with any other meets, along 
with just having fun and enjoying 
being out on the course. Our team 
has really came together this sum-
mer and we are all excited to start 
the season!”

The other three seniors on the 
roster are Morgan Blazek, Carli 
Fischer and Kearra Champeau, who 
were all part of the team’s regional 
lineup and finished within four 
shots of each other at the meet.

“I feel if we golf the way I know 
we can, there is no reason we can’t 
finish in the top half of the confer-
ence,” said Luebke.

Possible golfers that could fill 
out a five-golfer team lineup are 
sophomores Kate Pytleski and Gina 
Sconzert and senior Karlie Zalusky.
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Oconto Falls girls eyeing success with senior-laden roster
Sadowski leads 

way after sectional 
appearance last fall

By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Oconto Falls’ Kaylee Sadowski tees off during a 2019 North Eastern Conference match at River Island 
Golf Course in Oconto Falls. Sadowski will lead the Panthers on the links this fall after making it to 
sectionals as an individual last year. FILE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Big Ten Conference postpones entire 2020-21 fall sports season
Sports could possibly 
be played next spring
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O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  S H E R I F F ’S  D E PA RT M E N T
Aug. 16
Deputies logged 49 incidents, including 

the following:
Suspicious — reported near the scales 

along U.S. Highway 41-141, Abrams, 1 a.m.
Disturbance — reported in the 100 

block of Huron Avenue, City of Oconto, 
1:51 a.m.

Fireworks — reported in the 7000 
block of South Porcupine Lake Road, 
Spruce, 3:39 a.m.

Tree down — reported near Belgian 
Road and County Road A, Town of Lena, 
5:36 a.m.

Property damage — reported in the 
7000 block of County Road K, Spruce, 7:37 
a.m.

Tree down — reported near Belgian and 
Burg roads, Town of Lena, 7:45 a.m.

Noise disturbance — reported along 
Red Fox Lane, Townsend, 8:40 a.m.

Trespassing — reported in the 9000 
block of West Lake Drive, Brazeau, 10:55 
a.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 9000 
block of County Road G, Spruce, 11:12 a.m.

Noise disturbance — reported near 
the shooting range, Garrity Road, Morgan, 
2:33 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 14000 
block of Hip Hus Court, Underhill, 3:01 
p.m.

Harassment — reported in the 6000 
block of Tower Drive Road, Stiles, 7:22 p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 14000 
block of state Highway 32-64, Mountain, 
10:28 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded 
to a property-damage crash near Valley 
Line and Daly Creek roads, Maple Valley, 
7:15 a.m.; a property-damage crash in 
the 12000 block of state Highway 32-64, 
Mountain, 2:04 p.m.

Ambulance — Two ambulance calls 
were received.

Aug. 15
Deputies logged 60 incidents, including 

the following:
Suspicious — reported in the 17000 

block of Lake John Road, Lakewood, 2:42 
a.m.

Suspicious — reported near Chestnut 
and Busy Nook roads, Town of Oconto 
Falls, 7:08 a.m.

Identity theft — reported in the 9000 
block of Jagiello Road, Town of Lena, 10:19 
a.m.

Harassment — reported in the 5000 
block of Pine Avenue, Town of Oconto, 
12:06 p.m.

ATV accident — reported along Rose 
Lake Road, Doty, 3:50 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 200 
block of Lindsey Avenue, Oconto, 5:08 
p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 11000 
block of Bunn Lane, Riverview, 5:58 p.m.

Utility problem — reported in the 500 
block of East Washington Street, Gillett, 
5:26 p.m.

Animal bite — reported in the 11000 
block of North Flat Rock Lane, Town of 

Gillett, 8:02 p.m.
Fraud — reported in the 7000 block of 

Saindon Road, Chase, 9:06 p.m.
Fireworks — reported in the 16000 

block of East Chain Lake Road, Townsend, 
9:15 p.m.

Fireworks — reported in the 900 block 
of Eagle Drive, Sobieski, 9:36 p.m.

Underage alcohol — reported, address 
and municipality redacted, 10:05 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
vehicle-bear collision near County Road 
T and Old T Lane, Doty, 12:04 p.m.; and 
logged one deer-related crash.

Ambulance — Two ambulance calls 
were received.

Aug. 14
Deputies logged 55 incidents, including 

the following:
Animal bite — reported in the 18000 

block of Sunset Bay Lane, Townsend, 10:59 
a.m.

Animal neglect — reported in the 
12000 block of Wiskow Road, Underhill, 
12:22 p.m.

Drugs — reported at an address in 
Oconto, 12:46 p.m.

Fire — reported near Klaus Lake Road 
and County Road H, Town of Gillett, 1:45 
p.m.

Suspicious — reported near Woodview 
Road and U.S. Highway 41, Little River, 
3:30 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 600 
block of East Highland Drive, Oconto Falls, 
7:44 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 800 
block of Main Street, Oconto, 10:05 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to 
a property-damage accident in the 1000 
block of East County Line Road, Little River, 
8:24 p.m.

Ambulance — Two ambulance calls 
were received.

Aug. 13
Deputies logged 62 incidents, including 

the following:
Suspicious — reported in the 6000 

block of state Highway 32, Town of Gillett, 
12:02 a.m.

Suspicious — reported near Beaver 
Lake Road and County Road I, Town of 
Oconto Falls, 1:33 a.m.
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