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The primary election for 2020 
is Aug. 11, but voters may cast 
their ballots in advance.
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Absentee  
voting underway

Positive tests have more than 
doubled in Oconto County 
during the month of July.
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A spike in local 
COVID-19 cases

Decisions due on 
reopening school
Oconto Falls school 
administrators are 
recommending a hybrid 
of face-to-face and virtual 
learning when the new school 
year begins in September.
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COOLING OFF
Water enthusiasts converged on Kelly Lake to escape last weekend’s hot, humid weather. The sun was shining but temperatures hovered around 90. The 2020 
Summer Fun Guide can be found inside this edition of the Oconto County Times Herald. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Elementary school students would 
attend class in person four days a 
week and secondary students would 
rotate between face-to-face and vir-
tual learning under a back-to-school 
plan presented to the Oconto Falls 
School Board on July 20.

The board hoped to make a final 
decision at a special meeting Wednes-
day night. Watch for an update at 
newmedia-wi.com.

Introducing a lengthy presentation 
about the administration’s recommen-
dations, Superintendent Dean Hess 
said the district has conflicting priori-
ties that didn’t used to be in conflict 
— protecting children’s safety while 
providing in-person education.

“People expect us to provide them 
back to them at the end of the day 
in the same condition or better than 
when we picked them up on the bus 
that morning,” Hess said, referring 
to an 87-page document from the 
state about how schools can mitigate 
concerns over COVID-19. “How do 
we meet some of those mitigation 
measures while at the same time be-
ing able to provide education in that 
face-to-face format that I think most 
people would really like to be in, if at 
all possible?”

Hess said the virtual education for-
mat in which students spent the last 
three months of the 2019-20 school 
year had a number of drawbacks and 
obstacles that need to be overcome 
before students start the new school 
year in September.

Those conflicting priorities were 
in evidence during the first 75 minutes 
of the meeting, which consisted of 
public comments read by board clerk 
Pam Engels. As with all board meet-
ings since March, the session was 
conducted via Zoom with Hess at the 
district office and board members 
signing in from their homes.

Nearly 250 members of the public 
were watching the proceedings via a 
YouTube link at any given time dur-
ing the meeting, which lasted three 
hours and 45 minutes.

Engel read letters from several 
high school students who said their 
ability to learn suffered without face-
to-face interaction with teachers and 
other students.

“I believe it is very hard to learn 
and succeed through virtual learn-
ing,” wrote Emmie Magnin, who 
will be a junior at Oconto Falls High 
School this fall. “Many teachers 
struggled with how to use our online 
technology, and it was hard for them 
to give their lessons a different way. 
My friends and I spent many hours 
completing our classes without 
getting full knowledge of what the 
lesson was.”

A number of parents expressed 
concern about the health and safety 
of students and staff, especially those 
who have compromised immune 
systems or are at higher risk from the 
coronavirus.

“I believe that teaching and learn-
ing will suffer if we prematurely 
return to face-to-face school,” wrote 
Ashley Maederer. “Listening to the 
medical community and scientists’ 
recommendations for safely reopen-
ing is key.”

Hess acknowledged the difficulty 
in providing a virtual option but 
said the community’s investment in 
technology in a 2016 referendum has 
served the students well.

“I recognize that there are abso-
lutely challenges — recognized that in 
March,” Hess said. “But I will also say 
that had you not invested the way you 
did to get the equipment and to hire 
folks that provided the professional 
development to our staff, we would 
have been in a much worse situation, 
had this happened three or four years 
ago.”

Administrators are recommend-

ing that students from kindergarten 
through fifth grade attend school 
in person on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, with Wednes-
days used as a virtual learning day so 
school buildings may undergo a deep 
cleaning.

Grades six through 12 would be 
split into two “cohorts,” attending in 
person either on Monday and Tues-
day or Thursday and Friday while 
learning virtually on the other three 
school days each week.

Board member Clint Gardebrecht 
asked why the secondary school 
schedule couldn’t be managed like the 
elementary schools, with four days of 
face-to-face classes for everyone.

“It’s not that you couldn’t; it’s 
that the ability to mitigate risk isn’t 
as good,” Hess said. “Your elemen-
tary classes have fewer students in 
them … and the students are going to 
spend most of their day with the same 
students. So if they’re in a class of 18, 
they’re going to spend most of their 
day with those 18 students, except 
when they’re going to a special (class) 
or when they’re at lunch or recess. … 
At the high school, those kids are mix-
ing all throughout the school.”

The preference is for traditional 
classroom learning as much as pos-
sible, if the risk can be mitigated to an 
acceptable level to create a safe and 
healthy environment, Hess said.

Administrators are also recom-
mending that students and staff be 
required to wear masks in school, he 
said.

“We recognize the challenge; we 
just think it’s in the best interests of 
student safety and staff safety,” Hess 
said.

To reduce the number of students 
on school buses, the board is also 
being asked to consider eliminating 
transportation this year for students 
who live within 1-2 miles of school.

Oconto Falls schools grapple 
with return-to-class issues

Plan rotates in-person learning with virtual classes
By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

“I believe it is very hard to learn and succeed through virtual learning.”
EMMIE MAGNIN, who will be a junior at Oconto Falls High School
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The Oconto County Board has 
extended the local COVID-19 emer-
gency declaration through Sept. 24, 
ratifying its chairman’s action with 
a unanimous vote July 23.

The original emergency procla-
mation was set to expire July 17.

“It continues to be necessary and 
expedient, for the health, safety, 
protection and welfare of persons 
within Oconto County, that reason-
able and prudent steps be taken 
to treat those who may become 
infected with COVID-19 and to 
prevent, limit and contain the com-
munity spread of COVID-19,” said 
the emergency declaration. It was 
signed by County Board Chairman 
Paul Bednarik and approved unani-
mously by supervisors during their 
regular monthly meeting.

Public Health Director Deb 
Konitzer reported that the county 
has seen significant community 
spread of coronavirus since the 
beginning of July. From March 
through June 30, Oconto County 
had registered 59 positive tests for 
the virus, but that number more 
than doubled to 133 by the time of 
the board’s July 23 meeting.

As of Sunday, the county was 
up to 140 positive cases. About a 
half-dozen COVID-19 patients from 
Oconto County were hospitalized, 
Konitzer said. No one from the 
county has died so far.

Konitzer said her office contin-
ues to encourage people to limit 
gatherings to 50 people or less, 
although “we know that’s not what 
the community is currently doing, 
and there’s no rules, guidelines, 
laws that say that cannot happen.”

She told supervisors they can 
be “ambassadors” to advocate for 
common-sense ways to mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19, and she 
said that includes social distancing, 
washing hands, staying home when 
you’re ill and encouraging people to 
wear masks.

“People don’t like to wear masks, 
but if we wear masks, that keeps 
your germs to yourself, You’re 
helping everyone around you,” 
Konitzer said. “But it’s just a matter 

of, it needs to be a good majority of 
people that need to wear masks.”

In answer to a question, Konitzer 
said about 78% of Oconto County 
residents with COVID-19 have re-
covered, but she added, “that’s the 
largest percentage of people who 
are not recovered that we’ve ever 
had.”

Positive COVID-19 tests on 
upswing in Oconto County

Cases more than doubled during July
By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

Oconto County Public Health Director Deb 
Konitzer tells the County Board on July 23 that 
simple acts like hand-washing and wearing a mask 
in public “go a long way to make a difference” in 
preventing COVID-19 community spread. 
 WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Justin Taylor Guarnera and Con-
stance Sapphire Mae Carter, Little 
Suamico.

Manuel Garcia Torres and Ana-
bell Vargas Aguirre, Stiles.

Taylor Austin Baily and Kaitlyn 
Rose Schaal, Maple Valley.

Kyle Kurt Szymanski and Tam-
my Sue Kurtz, Chase.

Nathaniel Louis Cruz and Carol 
Jean VanHulle, Oconto.

Gerald Edward Hasenberg and 
Vanessa Marie Peters, Maple Val-
ley.

MARRIAGES

This is the Friday-only COVID-19 Journal version of  
NEW Media’s Shawano Leader, Wittenberg Enterprise & 

Birnamwood News and Oconto County Times Herald.  
Find us online at www.newmedia-wi.com

Company Store Specials
August 3rd thru 8th, 2020

IRREGULAR PEPPER-COATED BACON                                                                                
$14.95 per 5 lb. bags 

$78.00 per 30lb. case (6-5lb. bags)

BACON CHEDDAR & JALAPENO BACON 
CHEDDAR BRATWURST

Fresh from the deli case.
$4.29 per lb. 

WILD CHERRYWOOD SMOKED UNCURED BACON PIECES
$19.90 per 10 lb. Case

APPLEWOOD SMOKED CENTER CUT BONE-IN PORK CHOPS 
Fresh from the deli case                                                                             

$6.99 per lb.
“LOCALLY MADE - FACTORY FRESH WISCONSIN” 

DUPONT 12 OZ. REGULAR & ASSORTED FLAVORS 
CHEESE CURDS

$3.99 ea. 
Offers good only at our Company Store in Wittenberg, WI; 
Limited product availability; offers good while supplies last.

Nueske’s Applewood Smoked Meats Company Store
1390 East Grand Ave., Wittenberg, WI 54499

(715) 253-4059 or nueskes.com

LOOK FOR US 
ON FACEBOOK
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Proceedings of July 24
Tamera N. Argiewicz, 39, Oconto, 

waived her right to a preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty to 
theft by false representation and a 
misdemeanor charge of unemploy-
ment compensation fraud, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred April 22, 2015. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled for Sept. 11.

Michael D. Williams, 48, Brockton, 
Massachusetts, waived his right to a 
preliminary hearing and pleaded no 
contest to a charge of failure to pro-
vide sex offender information (second 
and subsequent offense), in connec-
tion with an incident that occurred 
June 3, 2019. Judge Michael T. Judge 
sentenced Williams to 30 days in jail, 
giving him credit for time served but 
ruling he cannot be released until an 
appropriate release plan is submitted.

Jason S. Jeske, 27, Oconto, waived 
his right to a preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty to a sex offender 
registry violation, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Jan. 14. A pretrial conference was 
scheduled for Aug. 17.

Proceedings of July 23
Thomas L. Zeise, 32, Cecil, was 

placed on 18 months’ probation, 
beginning with 30 days in jail, for 
possession of THC (second or subse-
quent offense), in connection with an 
incident that occurred Feb. 25, 2019, 
after Judge Jay N. Conley imposed 
and stayed a six-month jail term fol-
lowed by 18 months of probation. He 
was given credit for 18 days already 
served. Conditions of probation 
include that Zeise maintain absolute 
sobriety and employment, have no 
contact with known drug dealers and 
undergo Department of Corrections 
evaluations, following through on any 
recommendations.

Robert L. McDermid, 43, Oconto 
Falls, waived his right to a prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not guilty 
to possession of methamphetamine 
and misdemeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia and a controlled sub-
stance, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Jan. 2, and 
bail jumping, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred Jan. 5. 
A pretrial conference was scheduled 
for Aug. 13.

John G. Erdman, 48, Abrams, 
waived his right to a preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty to 
child abuse intentionally causing 
harm, criminal trespass and mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct, in 
connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred April 3. A pretrial 

conference was scheduled for Aug. 13.
A $2,000 signature bond was set 

for David Elliott Satorius, 29, Apple-
ton, on charges of forgery-uttering 
and theft of movable property, in 
connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred July 29, 2018. His 
initial appearance was adjourned until 
Aug. 13.

Cynthia M. Smith, 58, Lakewood, 
waived her right to a preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty to op-
erating a motor vehicle while intoxi-
cated (fourth offense), in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred May 12. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled for Sept. 17.

Trent J. Barnier, 23, Oconto Falls, 
waived his right to a preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty to 
strangulation and suffocation and 
misdemeanor counts of battery, crim-
inal damage and disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred May 24. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled for Sept. 17.

Mitchell Lawrence Walsh, 25, 
Oconto, waived his right to a pre-
liminary hearing and was bound 
over on charges of bail jumping and 
misdemeanor disorderly conduct 
with a dangerous weapon, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred May 29. Arraignment was 
scheduled for Sept. 17.

Proceedings of July 21
Cassy M. Devereux, 31, Oconto, 

pleaded not guilty to charges of 
possession of methamphetamine, pos-
session of narcotic drugs and misde-
meanor possession of drug parapher-
nalia, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Nov. 24. A 
pretrial conference was scheduled for 
Aug. 13.

A Dec. 15 jury trial was scheduled 
for Emily A. Hock, 23, Gillett, who 
is charged with two felony counts 
of harboring/aiding a felon and two 
misdemeanor counts of resisting or 
obstructing an officer, in connection 
with incidents that allegedly occurred 
Aug. 30, 2019, and Jan. 6. A final 
pretrial conference was scheduled for 
Dec. 7.

William J. Matchopatow, 32, Kesh-
ena, waived his right to a preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty to a 
charge of sex registry violation, in 
connection with an incident that al-
legedly occurred Aug. 24. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled for Aug. 13.

Trenton James Propson, 25, Mani-
towoc, waived his right to a prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not guilty 
to two counts of strangulation and 
suffocation, bail jumping and misde-

meanor battery and disorderly con-
duct, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred June 16. A plea 
hearing was scheduled for Aug. 31.

Adam J. Charles, 50, Suamico, 
waived his right to a preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty to 
possession of methamphetamine and 
bail jumping, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred June 
27. A pretrial conference was sched-
uled for Aug. 13.

Proceedings of July 20
Alexander Rhode, 31, Suring, 

pleaded not guilty to misstating facts 
in a food stamp application, know-
ingly traffic food stamps, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred in April 2019. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled for Sept. 17.

Bond was set at $5,000 cash for 
Benjamin W. Buch, 19, Caroline, 
formerly Oconto Falls, who is charged 
with two counts of second-degree 
sexual assault of a child, bail jump-
ing and exposing himself to a child, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Jan. 1. His initial 
appearance was adjourned until Aug. 
13.

Jason J. Samsa, 32, Abrams, waived 
his right to a preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty to misappropria-
tion of identity information to obtain 
money and theft of movable property, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Feb. 7. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled for Sept. 11.

Austin Z. Steffen, 22, Menomi-
nee, Michigan, waived his right to a 
preliminary hearing and pleaded not 
guilty to possession of methamphet-
amine and misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred May 2. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled for Aug. 26.

Proceedings of July 16
Breanna B. List-Kimball, 28, 

Oconto, pleaded not guilty to four 
counts of burglary, two counts of 
felony bail jumping, and two counts 
of misdemeanor bail jumping, in con-
nection with incidents that allegedly 
occurred in late April and early May. 
A pre-trial conference was scheduled 
for Aug. 13.

Decarlo L. Denny, 32, Lena, stood 
mute and a not guilty was entered on 
his behalf to possession of metham-
phetamine, and misdemeanor resist-
ing an officer and disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Jan. 31. A status 
conference was scheduled for Aug. 27.

Proceedings of July 15
James F. King, 19, Suring, pleaded 

not guilty to fleeing an officer in a 
motor vehicle and two counts of mis-
demeanor resisting or obstructing an 
officer, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Jan. 20. A 
pre-trial conference was scheduled 
for Aug. 13.

Ricky C. Blasing, 48, Oconto, 
pleaded not guilty to charges of first-
degree recklessly endangering safety, 
witness intimidation, and misdemean-
or disorderly conduct, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred May 1. A pre-trial conference 
was scheduled for Aug. 13.

Proceedings of July 14
A Nov. 11 jury trial was scheduled 

for James Edward Bieber, 39, Green 
Bay, who is charged with operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated and 
operating with a prohibited alcohol 
content (both fourth offenses) in con-
nection with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred Nov. 21, 2018. A final 
pre-trial conference was scheduled 
for Nov. 10.

Nichole L. Earley, 43, Oconto Falls, 
pleaded no contest to two counts of 
misdemeanor disorderly conduct, in 
connection with an incident that oc-
curred Oct. 8. A related felony charge 
was dismissed in a plea agreement. 
Judge Jay N. Conley placed Earley on 
one year of probation, during which 
time she may not consume alcohol 
or illegal drugs and must follow any 
treatment recommendations of the 
Department of Corrections.

After a preliminary hearing 
Richard H. Deinert, 72, Fremont, was 
bound over on charges of aggravated 
battery of an elderly person, mis-
demeanor battery, and two misde-
meanor counts of disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Dec. 18, 2019. Ar-
raignment was scheduled for Aug. 12.

On the prosecutor’s motion 
charges were dismissed against 
Amanda Nicole Diedrich, 39, Oconto, 
who had been charged with battery or 
threat to a (law enforcement officer), 
misdemeanor resisting/obstructing an 
officer and two counts of disorderly 
conduct, in connection with an inci-
dent that allegedly occurred May 13.

A Jan. 7 jury trial was scheduled 
for Joseph R Arndt, 39, Gillett, on 
charges of second-degree recklessly 
endangering safety, misdemeanor bat-
tery and disorderly conduct in con-
nection with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred Oct. 20. A final pre-trial 
conference was scheduled for Dec. 18.

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT
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July 26
Deputies logged 57 incidents, 

including the following:
Suspicious — in the 7000 block of 

Konitzer Road, Stiles, midnight.
Intoxication — in the 400 block of 

East Main Street, village of Lena, 5:22 
a.m.

Tree down — reported near state 
Highway 64 and County Road T, Doty, 
9:08 a.m.

Disturbance —in the 11000 block of 
Tracey Lane, Riverview, 10:28 a.m.

Suspicious — reported along Business 
41, town of Oconto, 10:31 a.m.

Property damage — in the 5000 block 
of Sampson Road, Abrams, 1:10 p.m.

Tree down — in the 500 block of 
Hogan Trail, Little Suamico, 2:17 p.m.

Animal bite — reported along 
Peninsula Lane, Townsend, 3:28 p.m.

Suspicious — in the 2500 block of 
East Frontage Road, Abrams, 4:22 p.m.

Disturbance — in the 300 block of 
South Chestnut Avenue, city of Oconto 
Falls, 4:57 p.m.

Attempted fraud — in the 9000 block 
of County Road G, Spruce, 5:04 p.m.

Structure fire — in the 17000 block of 
Horn Lake Road, Townsend, 5:41 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near state 
Highway 32 and County Road AA, Breed, 
6:44 p.m.

Suspicious — reported along Tar Dam 
Road, Riverview, 10:51 p.m.

Disturbance — in the 17000 block of 
County Road T, Townsend, 11:01 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported along 
Smokey Lake Lane, Townsend, 11:23 p.m.

Ambulance — One ambulance call 
was received.
July 25

Deputies logged 85 incidents, 
including the following:

Suspicious — in the 300 block of 
Orchard Circle, city of Gillett, 1:19 a.m.

ATV accident — in the 16000 block of 
Nicolet Road, Townsend, 2:11 a.m.

Disturbance — in the 100 block of 
Huron Avenue, city of Oconto, 3:07 a.m.

Noise disturbance — in the 15000 
block of Grindle Oak Drive, Riverview, 
4:29 a.m.

Suspicious — in the 17200 block of 
Emma Lea Lane, Lakewood, 7:36 a.m.

Noise disturbance — in the 15000 
block of Grindle Oak Drive, Riverview, 
8:22 a.m.

Controlled-burn fire — in the 5000 
block of County Road S, town of Oconto, 
11:37 a.m.

Trespassing — in the 14000 block of 
Parkway Road, Brazeau, 1:46 p.m.

Disturbance — in the 200 block of 
Frank Street, city of Oconto, 3:09 p.m.

Disturbance — reported at West Side 
Beach, 225 N. Flatley Ave., Oconto Falls, 
4:39 p.m.

ATV accident — in the 16700 block of 
state Highway 32, Riverview, 6:21 p.m.

Disturbance — in the 12000 block of 

West Crooked Lake Lane, Riverview, 6:41 
p.m.

Suspicious — reported near Konitzer 
and Timberline roads, Abrams, 8:07 p.m.

Fireworks — in the 900 block of 
Riverview Drive, Little Suamico, 8:51 p.m.

Fireworks — in the 15000 block of 
state Highway 32, Lakewood, 9:19 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to 
a property-damage accident in the 600 
block of East Main Street, Suring, 11:22 
a.m.; and logged one deer-related crash.

Ambulance — Four ambulance calls 
were received.
July 24

Deputies logged 66 incidents, 
including the following:

Controlled-burn fire — in the 7000 
block of County Road A, town of Lena, 
1:30 a.m.

Disturbance — in the 200 block of 
North Franklin Street, city of Oconto Falls, 
5:11 a.m.

Child neglect — reported at an 
address in Spruce, 10:21 a.m.

Drugs — reported at an address in the 
town of Oconto, 1:38 p.m.

Disorderly — in the 2500 block of 
County Road EE, Abrams, 5:28 p.m.

ATV accident — reported near County 
Road T and state Highway 64, Doty, 6:17 
p.m.

Trespassing — in the 900 block of 
South Ridgeview Court, Sobieski, 7:12 
p.m.

Animal bite — in the 100 block of East 
Pelkey Street, village of Lena, 7:14 p.m.

Suspicious — in the 15000 block of 
Meadow Circle, Riverview, 11:02 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded 
to a personal-injury crash near Belgian 
and Ducaine roads, town of Lena, 9:18 
a.m.; and a personal-injury crash in the 
18000 block of County Road F, Lakewood, 
1:43 p.m.; and logged two deer-related 
crashes.

Ambulance — Three ambulance calls 
were received.
July 23

Deputies logged 60 incidents, 
including the following:

Suspicious — reported at the Park 
& Ride, County Road E and U.S. 141, 
Abrams, 6:37 a.m.

Theft — in the 400 block of East Main 
Street, city of Gillett, 8:09 a.m.

Trespassing — in the 9000 block of 
County Road M, Spruce, 12:12 p.m.

Noise disturbance — in the 3000 
block of Froelick Road, Pensaukee, 9:42 
p.m.

Fireworks — reported near Ball Park 
Road, Little Suamico, 10:19 p.m.

Fireworks — reported near Lilac Road 
and Daisy Court, Little Suamico, 10:37 
p.m.

Suspicious — in the 100 block of 
North Main Street, city of Oconto Falls, 
11:43 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near state 
Highway 32 and Thelen Road, Riverview, 

11:57 p.m.
Accidents — Deputies logged three 

deer-related crashes.
Ambulance — Two ambulance calls 

were received.
July 22

Deputies logged 46 incidents, 
including the following:

Suspicious — reported near state 
Highway 32 and Clay Road, How, 4:05 
a.m.

Suspicious — in the 8000 block of 
South Chase Road, Chase, 10:18 a.m.

Suspicious — in the 1000 block of 
County Road C, Chase, 11 a.m.

Harassment — in the City Park 
campground, 5182 County Road N, town 
of Oconto, 1:29 p.m.

Noise disturbance — in the 5000 
block of Chicken Shack Road, Stiles, 6:35 
p.m.

Weapon offense — in the 1000 block 
of Cottage Road, Little Suamico, 8:20 p.m.

Disturbance — in the 7000 block 
of Konitzer Road, town of Oconto Falls, 
10:03 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded 
to an accident along Berry Lake Road, 
Underhill, 8:37 a.m.; and logged four 
deer-related crashes.

Ambulance — One ambulance call 
was received.
July 21

Deputies logged 52 incidents, 
including the following:

Controlled-burn fire — in the 100 
block of East Frontage Road, Little 
Suamico, 10:38 a.m.

Unwanted party — in the 8000 block 
of County Road CC, town of Oconto Falls, 
11:48 a.m.

Unwanted party — in the 5000 block 
of Fuller Lane, Stiles, 2:33 p.m.

Fireworks — in the 400 block of North 
Mill Street, Suring, 5:10 p.m.

Suspicious — in the 8000 block of 
County Road CC, town of Oconto Falls, 
6:06 p.m.

Theft — reported near Serenity Lane 

and Schwartz Road, Chase, 6:06 p.m.
Tree down — in the 14000 block of 

County Road W, Mountain, 9:06 p.m.
Accidents — Deputies logged one 

deer-related crash.
Ambulance — Two ambulance calls 

were received.
July 20

Deputies logged 53 incidents, 
including the following:

Suspicious — reported along Pecor 
Point Lane, Pensaukee, 4:15 a.m.

Controlled-burn fire — in the 4000 
block of County Road J, Little River, 10:12 
a.m.

Burglary — in the 4000 block of 
County Road C, Morgan, 10:01 a.m.

Trespassing — in the 5000 block of 
Framnes Lane, town of Gillett, 11:07 a.m.

Suspicious — in the 13000 block of 
County Road VV, Underhill, 12:07 p.m.

Fire — in the 7000 block of County 
Road K, Spruce, 1:52 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near Pete De 
Foure Road and state Highway 64, Bagley, 
7:06 p.m.

Disturbance — in the 16000 block of 
Reagan Lane, Lakewood, 7:26 p.m.

Disturbance — in the 200 block of 
Copper Culture Way, city of Oconto, 7:30 
p.m.

Trespassing — in the 3000 block of 
North River Road, town of Oconto, 7:54 
p.m.

Theft — in the 9000 block of Golden 
Estates Lane, Spruce, 8:57 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near state 
Highway 32 and East Chain Lake Road, 
Townsend, 10:14 p.m.

Suspicious — in the 8000 block of 
Busy Nook Road, town of Oconto Falls, 
11:25 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded 
to a property-damage accident at East 
Main and East Washington streets, city 
of Gillett, 8:34 p.m.; and logged one deer-
related crash.

Ambulance — One ambulance call 
was received.

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  S H E R I F F ’S  D E PA RT M E N T

Cryptoquote Solution:
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Oconto County officials have for-
mally begun work on their 2021 budget 
with the annual approval of a budget 
guidance letter to department heads.

Every year, the County Board chair-
man and finance committee are asked 
to provide guidance and recommenda-
tions to the full board regarding the 
next year’s budget in June or July. The 
document serves as a road map for 
administrators as they draft the tax-
and-spending plan, which is adopted 
in November.

This year’s budget letter “is very 
similar to last year and the year 
before, and I expect it to be very 
similar next year,” Administrative 
Coordinator Kevin Hamann told 

the board at its July 23 meeting.
One very different feature of the 

letter is the proverbial elephant that 
lurks in every room this year.

“The 2021 budget will be greatly 
impacted by the fiscal impact of CO-
VID-19 and the state budget response 
to COVID-19,” the letter states. “It 
impacts our revenues collections, 
especially the sales tax and loss in 
revenues from our closures. COVID-19 
also caused additional response cost 
that may or may not be reimbursed by 
the state or federal government.”

Despite the reduction in revenues, 
employee costs and overall operating 
cost are expected to increase for all 
departments and agencies, while state-
imposed property tax levy and mill 
rate limits are still in effect, the letter 

states. “Continued under-funded and 
unfunded state and federal mandates 
will compound the need to make very 
difficult decisions.”

The budget guidance letter calls for 
no across-the-board pay increase for 
county employees in 2021, although 
“step” increases will continue to be 
implemented in accordance to the 
county’s pay plan, which provides 
automatic raises for workers as they 
complete another year of employment. 
The increase amounts to $234,000 for 
2021.

Department heads are being asked 
to cover personnel increases and op-
erating costs at the same level as this 
year, and any increased outlay must be 
matched by a corresponding decrease 
in operating costs.

All requests that have been in-
cluded in the county’s five-year capital 
budget plan — which generally is used 
to cover vehicles, equipment, buildings 
and other long-term needs — will be 
reviewed to determine if the project 
can be reduced, delayed or eliminated.

“The goal of this County Board 
and administration is to adopt a 2021 
budget with a minimal increase in tax 
rate and levy that complies with any 
state-imposed rate/levy limits as well 
as fund the essential services that the 
residents of Oconto County expect,” 
the budget guidance letter states.

The letter was approved unani-
mously along with a schedule of bud-
get hearings for the board’s various 
committees.

Work begins on 2021 Oconto County budget
COVID-19 looms over projections for reduced revenues

By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

In-person absentee balloting for 
the Aug. 11 primary was due to start 
Tuesday across Wisconsin. Voters 
may cast a ballot at their municipal 
clerk’s office by appointment or, in 
the city of Oconto, the clerk’s office 
is open for voting from 7:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Monday through Friday through 
Aug. 7.

No in-person absentee voting may 
occur on the day before the election. 
Extended in-person absentee voting 
hours may be available by appoint-
ment. The municipal clerk will deliver 
voted ballots returned on or before 
Election Day to the proper polling 

place before the polls close Aug. 11. 
Any ballots received after the polls 
close will not be counted.

Any qualified elector who is unable 
or unwilling to appear at the polling 
place on Election Day may submit 
a request to vote an absentee ballot 
to their municipal clerk. The elector 
must also be registered in order to 
receive an absentee ballot. Proof of 
identification must be provided be-
fore an absentee ballot may be issued.

You must make a request for an 
absentee ballot in writing or online 
at MyVote.wi.gov. The deadline 
for making application to receive 
an absentee ballot by mail is 5 p.m. 
on the fifth day before the election, 

which is Aug. 6.
Three partisan primaries affect 

parts of Oconto County in this elec-
tion.

Two Democrats and one Repub-
lican will vie for the 30th Senate Dis-
trict seat that Sen. Dave Hansen has 
held for the past 20 years. Hansen’s 
nephew, Jonathon Hansen of De Pere, 
and Sandra Ewald of Green Bay will 
be on the Aug. 11 Democratic primary 
ballot.

The primary winner will face Eric 
Wimberger, a Green Bay Republican, 
in the Nov. 3 general election.

State Rep. John Nygren, R-Mari-
nette, has a Republican primary op-
ponent in his quest for an eighth two-
year term serving the 89th Assembly 
District. Andi Rich of Marinette 
describes herself as a more moderate 

Republican than Nygren.
The winner on Aug. 11 will face 

Karl Jaeger of Marinette in the gen-
eral election.

The 89th District, and that part of 
the 30th Senate District that crosses 
Oconto County, includes the city of 
Oconto and the towns of Abrams, 
Little River, Little Suamico, Pensau-
kee and Stiles.

Oconto County has a tiny swath 
of one other district. Ward 5 in the 
village of Pulaski is part of the Sixth 
Assembly District, where Simon 
Moesch and Richard Sarnwick, both 
of Shawano, are on the ballot for the 
Democratic nomination for the seat 
now held by Rep. Gary Tauchen, R-
Bonduel. However, Moesch recently 
announced he is dropping out of the 
race.

In-person absentee balloting starts
Three primaries affect Oconto County

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Nonprofits help Gillett High School upgrade weight room
Grants from two local nonprofits 

are funding an upgrade of the Gillett 

Secondary School weight room.
The Bond Community Center Foun-

dation provided $10,000, and HSHS 
St. Clare Memorial Hospital provided 

$3,500 for the new equipment, Superin-
tendent Todd Henscik said.

The Gillett School Board ac-
cepted the grants with thanks at its 

July 16 meeting.
The board also approved the sale 

of the old weight room equipment to 
supplement the upgrade.

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

News tip? Email us at editorial@newmedia-wi.com
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The Menominee Indian Tribe of 
Wisconsin and the state of Wisconsin 
came together July 22 to plead for in-
formation related to some of the tribe’s 
missing person cases.

Police agencies in Keshena and 
Shawano have reported putting in a 
lot of man hours searching for Kate-
lyn Kelley, a 22-year-old Menominee 
woman who has been missing for over 
a month. Tribal and state officials told 
media and members of the community 
about the anguish that the family is 
going through, waiting and hoping for 
her safe return.

However, there are three other 
families on the Menominee Reserva-
tion that have been waiting much lon-
ger for their missing kin to be found 
and for justice to be served. At a press 
conference at tribal headquarters, of-
ficials highlighted all of the cases, with 
one dating back 40 years.

“I wish we didn’t have to be here,” 
said Joan Delabreau, tribal chairwom-
an, “but I think it’s warranted.”

Wisconsin Attorney General Josh 
Kaul announced at the press confer-
ence the formation of a task force to 
raise awareness about missing and 
murdered indigenous women and 
how Native Americans are most often 
victimized by violence.

Delabreau also announced the 
Menominee Tribal Legislature was 
offering a $5,000 reward for anyone 
who provides information that leads 
to the return of either Kelley or Robert 
Lyons, a Menominee man who disap-
peared on the reservation in June 2017.

Law enforcement are also continu-
ing to search of Lisa Ninham, who 
went missing in 1980, as well as the 
killer of Rae Tourtillott, whose body 
was recovered by Menominee Tribal 
Police and the FBI in April 1987. The 
FBI is offering a $15,000 reward for 
information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of her killer.

“The Menominee Tribal Legislature 
knows that it needs to help to keep 
these cases in the forefront, and that’s 
why they approved offering rewards in 
the cases of Robert Lyons and Katelyn 
Kelley in the amount of $5,000 each,” 
Delabreau said. “We had $5,000 set up 

for (the case of) Rae Tourtillott.”
Delabreau noted she plans to get 

legislative support for a $5,000 reward 
in Ninham’s case, as well. She said that 
there has been no information regard-
ing Ninham’s disappearance since 
2016.

A factor that has muddied the 
investigative waters is figuring out 
which law enforcement agency needs 
to take the lead when a report of a 
missing or murdered tribal member is 
made, according to Delabreau.

“One of the things that impacts 
missing and murdered indigenous 
women and men is jurisdiction,” 
Delabreau said. “You would think that 
jurisdiction would be a simple thing 
for the Menominee because there is no 
state jurisdiction — it is just us and the 
federal government.”

In Kelley’s case, there has been a 
need for the Shawano Police Depart-
ment to get involved, as a lead has in-
dicated she was last seen in her home 
in the city around 3 a.m. on June 17, 
which was several hours after some-

one saw her near Keshena on County 
Road VV around 10 p.m. on June 16.

Tribal Police Chief Richard Na-
cotee said that the two departments 
have spent many hours pursuing leads 
in the search for Kelley, including 
evenings and weekends. However, the 
tribal police are also pursuing leads in 
the other cases.

“We hold this to a high priority 
when it comes to missing and mur-
dered indigenous persons,” Nacotee 
said. “We don’t want people to think 
that we forgot that these cases are still 
there.”

Nacotee noted that, after a gather-
ing dedicated to Tourtillott in 2019, 
more tips were relayed to his depart-
ment about her case.

Delabreau encouraged family 
members to be vigilant and to demand 
answers from law enforcement about 
their loved ones.

“You need to be informed from all 
of those jurisdictions as to the status of 
your case and the whereabouts of your 
loved ones,” Delabreau said. “Thank-

fully, in this case, jurisdiction has been 
working out relatively smooth.”

Kaul told the family members of the 
missing and murder tribal members 
that they should not give up, because 
the law enforcement agencies con-
tinue to pursue leads on some of the 
cases.

“The people in law enforcement are 
dedicated to these cases. They’re not 
going to give up on them,” Kaul said.

Delabreau said she wants the cycle 
of Native American people disappear-
ing without a trace to end and said 
the tribal legislature would do what is 
needed to help.

“We don’t want these cases to get 
any colder than they already are,” 
Delabreau said. “We want to continue 
to move forward, and we hope our 
actions in this case can bring some 
closure and whereabout information 
that you may think is significant, but to 
our police, it may be important.”

Tribe, state seek information  
on missing Menominee cases
Task force forming to look into violence against Native Americans

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Menominee Tribal Chairwoman Joan Delabreau announces the rewards for information leading to the arrest and conviction of anyone responsible for the 
disappearances of Katelyn Kelley and Robert Lyons as posters for the two Menominee people are displayed nearby during a press conference Wednesday at 
Menominee Tribal Headquarters in Keshena. LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com
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CAMPOUT IN LENA
Thousands of people converged on Dirt City Motorplex in Lena on July 25 and 26 for the first-ever 
Championship Off-Road event to be held at the 2-year-old complex. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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RESIDENT OF 
THE MONTH

Patty Krueger is the Resident of the Month at The 
Bay at Suring. Krueger was born Dec. 24, 1952, 
and lived on a farm in Underhill, attending Gillett 
High School. She worked at a plywood factory, 
Friday Canning in Gillett and New View Indus-
tries. She has two brothers, Rick and Dave. She is 
an aunt to two nieces and one nephew. Krueger is 
a member of St. John’s Catholic Church in Gillett. 
Her hobbies include bingo, coloring, 7-11 and the 
card game “31,” which she played with her fam-
ily for many years. She also enjoys being outside.
 CONTRIBUTED

This is the Friday-only COVID-19 Journal version of  
NEW Media’s Shawano Leader, Wittenberg Enterprise & 

Birnamwood News and Oconto County Times Herald.  
Find us online at www.newmedia-wi.com
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Beating the heat in Oconto County
With temps around 90, people flocked to the water last weekend

PHOTOS BY WARREN BLUHM • NEWS EDITOR

A personal watercraft zips past the picnic grounds at Kelly Lakeside Restaurant, which sold a lot of 
frozen custard July 25.

A lone angler casts a line in the Oconto River near the Iron Bridge Public Boat Access.

A family goes fishing on the Michickanee Flowage near the Stiles dam.
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