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A 2-year-old boy dies after 
apparently falling into the 
Oconto River.
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Toddler drowns 
near Oconto Falls

Gillett parade route 
announced; fireworks also 
scheduled.

PAGE 26

Area to celebrate 
Independence Day

Competency 
decision delayed
A decision whether to 
proceed with murder charges 
against an elderly Lakewood 
man will not be made before 
fall.

PAGE 2

SUNSET CONCERT SERIES 2020 OPENS
Social distancing is at play as The Cougars perform June 26 at East Side Beach in Oconto Falls, opening this summer’s Music by the River season. FOR MORE PHOTOS, 
SEE PAGE 24. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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MARINETTE — A Lakewood man 
currently is not competent to stand 
trial for a 1976 double murder, but a 
psychologist believes it’s possible he 
could become competent.

Raymand L. Vannieuwenhoven, 
83, has been held at Mendota Mental 
Health Institute in Madison for the 
past three months. A June 24 hearing 
originally set to determine his compe-
tency to proceed became a scheduling 
conference for prosecutors and the 
defense.

He is charged with two counts 
of first-degree murder in the deaths 
of David Schuldes, 25, and Ellen 
Matheys, 24, who were shot to death 
July 9, 1976, at the McClintock Park 
campground in the Marinette County 
Town of Silver Cliff.

The case went unsolved for 
decades until modern DNA test-
ing matched evidence found with 
Matheys’ body to Vannieuwenhoven 
in March 2019, investigators said.

The psychological report by Ana 
Garcia, Ph.D., is not open to the public 
but was discussed during the hearing 
in Marinette County Circuit Court.

“In reading this report, for seven 
pages, I was convinced that they were 
going to come back and say he was 
competent; it’s a very favorable report 
for him regaining competency,” said 
Mark Williams, a special prosecutor 
with the state Department of Justice 
who is helping District Attorney 
DeShea Morrow prosecute the case. 
“It seems that they need just a little bit 
more time to continue the evaluation, 
since he’s not cooperating with the 

evaluation tests.”
Because the defendant is resisting 

the tests, the Mendota staff wants to 
dig deeper before making a defini-
tive conclusion as to his longer-term 
ability to become competent, defense 
attorney Lee Schuchart said.

Judge James Morrison scheduled a 
status conference for 8 a.m. Sept. 14, 
and he asked the attorneys to be think-
ing about the court’s options if Van-
nieuwenhoven continues his stance of 
noncooperation with psychologists.

“If we come to the same position 
we are now, in September, I want 
some recommendations from both 
sides as to what you think I can do, if 

anything, to obtain his cooperation,” 
Morrison said.

Several members of the victims’ 
families were present in court, but 
chose not to make a statement. Mor-
rison noted that under the “Marsy’s 
Law” state constitutional amendment 
approved by voters in April, families 
of crime victims have a right to be 
heard at any substantive hearing dur-
ing the court process.

Vannieuwenhoven was not present 
at the hearing because he appeared 
to fall ill earlier in the day and was 
taken to a hospital as a precautionary 
measure.

Elderly murder suspect not 
competent but could become so

DNA matched Lakewood man to Marinette County murders, prosecutors say
By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

Special prosecutor Mark Williams, left, and Marinette County District Attorney DeShea Morrow confer 
with Judge James Morrison during a court hearing June 24 for accused murderer Raymand Vannieuwen-
hoven, who did not attend the session because of illness. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

A 2-year-old boy drowned Satur-
day evening in the Oconto River in 
the town of Stiles.

According to a news release from 
Oconto County Sheriff Todd Skar-
ban, the Emergency Dispatch Center 
received a 911 call at 7:34 p.m. that the 
child was missing in a wooded area 
near the river. Sheriff’s deputies were 
joined by members of the Oconto 
Falls Fire and Rescue Department in 
searching for the missing child.

The little boy was found in the 

river about 8:30 p.m., and life-saving 
measures began immediately, Skarban 
said.

He was taken by ambulance to 
HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital, 
where he passed away.

Skarban said the Sheriff’s Office 
and Brown County Medical Examiner 
are conducting an ongoing investiga-
tion.

Toddler drowns in Oconto River
Child disappeared 
in a wooded area

By NEW MEDIA STAFF
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CO L L E G E  N OT E S
St. Norbert College

The following students have been 
named to the 2020 spring semester 
dean’s list at St. Norbert College in 
De Pere: Paige Bain-Vrba, Abrams; 
Victoria Bain-Vrba, Abrams; Alex-
andria Clark, Oconto Falls; Lindsey 
Dinkelman, Mountain; Joseph Earley, 
Oconto; Matthew Eldredge, Sobieski; 
Bryce Gallagher, Oconto; Emily 
Gonnering, Oconto Falls; Brynnan 
Gray, Little Suamico; Crimson Groh, 
Sobieski; Julia Johnson, Sobieski; 
Brooke La Count, Abrams; Elizabeth 
Lesatz, Little Suamico; Amanda Man-
ning, Oconto Falls; Alex Maynard, 
Oconto; Zachary Moede, Suring; 
Benjamin Petroll, Sobieski; Isabelle 
Robertson, Sobieski; Lucas Ruechel, 
Oconto; Joslyn Tolzman, Oconto 
Falls; Jada Vandevelde, Suring; and 
Andrea Waschbisch, Oconto Falls.

UW-La Crosse
The following area students have 

been named to the dean’s list at the 
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse 
for the spring semester of the 2019-20 
academic year, ending May 2020: Ali-
cia Arnold, Oconto, who is majoring 
in Early Childhood through Middle 
Childhood Education; Erin Balthazor, 

Gillett, Biology: Biomedical Science 
Concentration; Allison Bucheger, 
Oconto, Public Health and Com-
munity Health Education; Cameron 
Daily, Little Suamico, Biochemistry 
with American Society for Biochem-
istry & Molecular Biology Certifica-
tion; Jaclyn Erickson, Abrams, Public 
Health and Community Health 
Education; Scout Gerndt, Mountain, 
Exercise and Sport Science: Sport 
Management; Jacob Gille, Sobieski, 
Exercise and Sport Science: Exercise 
Science - Pre-professional Track; 
Karlee Krueger, Sobieski, Economics; 
Thomas Loehner, Sobieski, Exercise 
and Sport Science: Sport Manage-
ment; Katherine Mottl, Townsend, 
Marketing; Mikayla Pagel, Abrams, 
Psychology; Willow Pecha, Gillett, 
Communication Studies: Organiza-
tional and Professional Communica-
tion Emphasis; Stephanie Peitersen, 
Lena, Radiation Therapy; Amber 
Proctor, Oconto Falls, Mathematics 
Education; Corrina Romandine, Lena, 
Psychology; Paige Schaefer, Abrams, 
Psychology; Tessa Slaby, Sobieski, 
Biology: Aquatic Science Concentra-
tion; Dylan Tousey, Oconto Falls, Ra-
diation Therapy; and Emily Vlachina, 
Gillett, Psychology.

UW-Madison
The University of Wisconsin-

Madison has recognized students 
named to the dean’s list for the 
spring semester of the 2019-2020 
academic year.

Dean’s Honor List: Madison 
Helmle, Little Suamico, School of 
Nursing; Emma Huberty, Lena, 
College of Engineering; Carolyn 
Malcheski, Little Suamico, School 
of Nursing; Erica Peters, Sobieski, 
College of Engineering; Alex Rodg-
ers, Gillett, College of Engineering; 
Brittany Russell, Abrams, College 
of Engineering; Matthew VerVelde, 
Abrams, College of Engineering; and 
Michael VerVelde, Abrams, College 
of Engineering.

Dean’s List: Kaelyn Allen, Abrams, 
College of Letters and Science; Mck-
enna Bickel, Oconto, College of Let-
ters and Science; Alexis Christianson, 
Townsend, College of Agricultural & 
Life Science; Makayla Erdmann, So-
bieski, College of Agricultural & Life 
Science; Keeshawn Katers, Abrams, 
College of Letters and Science; Noah 
Kokko-Ludemann, Lena, College of 
Letters and Science; Dylan Nelson, 
Lena, College of Letters and Science; 

Ellen Stojak, Mountain, College of 
Letters and Science; Helen Tre-
ankler, Sobieski, College of Letters 
and Science; Luke VandenHeuvel, 
Abrams, College of Letters and Sci-
ence; Ethan Winkler, Oconto Falls, 
College of Letters and Science; Bren-
nan Zahm, Oconto, School of Busi-
ness; and Matthew Zahm, Oconto, 
School of Business.

UW-Milwaukee
Four Oconto County residents 

are among 3,600 degree candidates 
eligible to attend the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee May com-
mencement exercises, which have 
been rescheduled for Oct. 10 in 
Milwaukee.

Bonnie Wusterbarth, Oconto, 
earned a Master of Library and In-
formation Science from the School of 
Information Studies.

MacKenzie Gehrke, Sobieski, 
earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts from 
Peck School of the Arts.

Trent Lechleitner, Suring, earned 
a Bachelor of Science from the Col-
lege of Letters and Science.

Rachel Slaby, Sobieski, earned a 
Bachelor of Science from the College 
of Letters and Science.
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O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  S H E R I F F ’S  D E PA RT M E N T
June 28

Deputies logged 52 incidents, including 
the following:

Structure fire — reported in the 6000 
block of Aspen Drive, Sobieski, 7:45 a.m.

Tree down — reported near County 
Roads VV and HH, Underhill, 8:57 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 100 
block of North Franklin Street, Oconto Falls, 
11:01 a.m.

Fire — reported in the 4000 block of 
Elm Lawn Road, Morgan, 1:10 p.m.

Controlled-burn fire — in the 9000 
block of Hogsback Road, Little River, 2:25 
p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 9000 
block of Dudzik Road, Morgan, 4:49 p.m.

Missing person — reported in the 6000 
block of Konitzer Road, Stiles, 7:34 p.m.

Fireworks — reported in the 14000 
block of Warrington Lake Drive, Underhill, 
8:18 p.m.

Squad damage — reported near County 
Road Z and Makholm Lane, Maple Valley, 
9:50 p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 13000 
block of Willow Road, How, 11:14 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
property-damage crash in the 9000 block 
of St. Bernadette Road, Spruce, 1:25 a.m., 
and logged one deer-related crash.

Ambulance — Two ambulance calls 
were received.
June 27

Deputies logged 72 incidents, including 
the following:

Suspicious — reported near Kwik Trip, 
102 Main St., Oconto, 1:04 a.m.

Squad damage — reported near state 
Highways 22 and 32, Oconto Falls, 5:36 a.m.

Animal bite — reported in the 18000 
block of Sunset Bay Lane, Townsend, 8:30 
a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 300 
block of North Rosera Street, Lena, 9:16 a.m.

Noise disturbance — reported along 
Adams Way, Little Suamico, 9:40 a.m.

Intoxication — reported in the 11300 
block of state Highway 32, Breed, 3:22 p.m.

Disturbance — reported at an address in 
the town of Townsend, 6:54 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported in the 
5000 block of Chicken Shack Road, Stiles, 
7:11 p.m.

Fire — reported near Bagley Rapids 
Road and Fosick Lane, Mountain, 8:21 p.m.

Controlled-burn fire — in the 4000 
block of Degantown Road, Morgan, 10:07 
p.m.

Fireworks — reported along East Chain 
Lake Road, Townsend, 10:28 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to 
a personal-injury crash in the 6000 block 
of County Road S, Sobieski, 9:45 p.m., and 
logged four deer-related crashes.

Ambulance — Three ambulance calls 
were received.
June 26

Deputies logged 59 incidents, including 
the following:

Suspicious — reported in the 5000 
block of Pioneer Park Road, Stiles, 7:40 a.m.

Suspicious — reported near the Park 
and Ride, East Main Street, Lena, 8:30 a.m.

Tree down — reported near Chickadee 
and North Fork roads, Lakewood, 12:57 p.m.

Tree down — reported near County 
Road F and Thunder Creek Road, Lakewood, 
2:13 p.m.

Trespassing — reported in the 6000 
block of South Chase Road, Little Suamico, 
8:39 p.m.

Fireworks — reported in the 9000 block 
of Sunny Slope Road, Oconto Falls, 10:50 
p.m.

Suspicious — reported along Robin 
Lane, Oconto Falls, 11:06 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported in 
the 15000 block of state Highway 32, 
Lakewood, 11:09 p.m.

Accident — Deputies responded to a 
property-damage accident near Tar Dam 
and Old 32 roads, Riverview, 9:29 a.m.; a 
property-damage crash at an address in the 
town of Lakewood, 11:08 p.m.; and logged 
three deer-related crashes.

Ambulance — One ambulance call was 
received.
June 25

Deputies logged 45 incidents, including 
the following:

Suspicious — reported along Pioneer 
Park Road, Stiles, 12:29 a.m.

Property damage — reported near 
County Roads M and B, Spruce, 5:15 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 300 
block of North Rosera Street, Lena, 8 a.m.

Disorderly — reported in the 5000 
block of County Road N, Oconto, noon.

Tree down — reported near Tree Farm 
Road and Cedar Lake Lane, Doty, 1:37 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to 
a property-damage accidents at White 
Potato Lake Public Access No. 3, Brazeau, 
1:29 p.m., and logged one deer-related 
crash.

Ambulance — One ambulance call was 
received.
June 24

Deputies logged 40 incidents, including 
the following:

Squad damage — reported near County 
Road B and Busy Nook Road, Oconto Falls, 
12:58 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 600 
block of Fourth Street, Oconto, 1:23 a.m.

Property damage — reported near 
County Road T and Townsend Dam Road, 
Townsend, 10:08 a.m.

Theft — reported in the 4000 block of 
Nellis Lane, Pensaukee, 11:08 a.m.

Disturbance — reported near U.S. 141 
and County Road E, Abrams, 3:37 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near BP, 14048 
State Highway 32-64, Mountain, 6:50 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies logged three 
deer-related crashes.

Ambulance — Two ambulance calls 
were received.
June 23

Deputies logged 61 incidents, including 
the following:

Harassment — reported in the 100 
block of Adams Street, Oconto, 4:22 a.m.

Property damage — reported near 
County Road T and Townsend Dam Road, 
Townsend, 9:53 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 200 
block of Pleasant View Drive, Chase, 12:05 
p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported near the 
Machickanee Range, 3490 Garrity Road, 
Morgan, 12:09 p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 5000 
block of Allen Road, Little Suamico, 1:18 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported near the 
Machickanee Range, 3490 Garrity Road, 
Morgan, 3:43 p.m.

Tree down — reported near Sunrise 
Road and County Road W, Riverview, 3:49 
p.m.

Controlled-burn fire — in the 7000 
block of Marissa Circle, Little Suamico, 4:14 
p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported in the 
100 block of Green Bay Avenue, Oconto 
Falls, 4:40 p.m.

Suspicious — reported along Pioneer 
Park Road, Stiles, 6:28 p.m.

Suspicious — reported along Lee Lake 
Park Lane, Brazeau, 7:03 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near Shell, 17757 
State Highway 32, Townsend, 7:46 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near Park & Ride, 
East Main Street, Lena, 9:13 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 200 
block of Gale Street, Oconto, 10:19 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies logged one deer-
related crash.
June 22

Deputies logged 41 incidents, including 
the following:

Suspicious — reported in the 100 block 
of East Main Street, Lena, 12:01 a.m.

Trespassing — reported in the 2000 
block of Sand Bar Way, Little Suamico, 
10:09 a.m.

Fraud — reported in the 2000 block of T 
Berg Circle, Abrams, 10:33 a.m.

Controlled-burn fire — in the 5000 
block of Glynn Road, Oconto, 12:47 p.m.

Attempted burglary — reported in the 
100 block of Van Dyke Street, Oconto, 2:37 
p.m.

Burglary — reported in the 14000 block 
of County Road M, How, 3:14 p.m.

Unwanted party — reported in the 
3000 block of County Road A, Little River, 
4:17 p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 8000 
block of Charolais Road, Spruce, 5 p.m.

Harassment — reported in the 300 
block of Cross Road, Little Suamico, 5 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies logged two deer-
related crashes.
June 21

Deputies logged 51 incidents, including 
the following:

Suspicious — reported in the 700 block 
of Bucks Lane, Sobieski, 12:06 a.m.

Attempted burglary — reported at The 
Store, 5070 U.S. 141, Stiles, 12:37 a.m.

Child neglect — reported at an address 
in the town of Chase, 10:43 a.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 7000 
block of Trail Road, Maple Valley, 11:54 a.m.

Theft — reported in the 12000 block of 
River Bend Lane, Breed, 2:25 p.m.

Property damage — reported in the 
13000 block of Silver Hill Road, Mountain, 
2:57 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near The Store, 
100 S. Rosera St., Lena, 4:32 p.m.

Theft — reported in the 14000 block of 
County Road M, How, 7:15 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
fatal crash near County Road Z and Golf 
Course Road, Maple Valley, 9:46 p.m.; and 
logged one vehicle-bear collision and one 
deer-related crash.
June 20

Deputies logged 52 incidents, including 
the following:

Suspicious — reported near U.S. 41-141 
and East Brown Road, Little Suamico, 2:36 
a.m.

Identity theft — reported in the 7000 
block of Burdosh Road, Abrams, 8:55 a.m.

Fire — reported near Oak Orchard and 
Huebscher roads, Pensaukee, 2:22 p.m.

Tree down — reported in the 9000 
block of Parkway Road, Spruce, 2:51 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported in the 
9000 block of Sunny Slope Road, Oconto 
Falls, 11:04 p.m.

Noise disturbance — reported in the 
400 block of Mill Street, Suring, 11:09 p.m.

Tree down — reported near Reim Road 
and County Road D, Abrams, 11:11 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
property-damage crash in the 15000 block 
of County Road W, Riverview, 9:09 a.m., 
and logged one deer-related crash.

Ambulance — One ambulance call was 
received.
June 19

Deputies logged 61 incidents, including 
the following:

Property damage — reported in the 
6000 block of Pipgrass Road, Oconto Falls, 
6:38 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 4000 
block of Rosewood Court, Little Suamico, 
8:52 a.m.

Suspicious — reported near Klaus Lake 
Road and state Highway 32, Gillett, 3:28 
p.m.

Animal neglect — reported in the 5000 
block of Elm Avenue, Oconto, 6:44 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 3000 
block of County Road J, Pensaukee, 7:07 
p.m.

Threatening — reported in the 5000 
block of Elm Lawn Road, Oconto Falls, 7:08 
p.m.

Controlled-burn fire — in the 3000 
block of state Highway 22, Oconto, 7:13 
p.m.

Burglary — reported in the 17000 block 
of Red Maple Lane, Townsend, 10:54 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
personal-injury crash near Spring Lake Road 
and Rocky Lane, Townsend, 5:11 p.m.; an 
accident near U.S. 41 and Bell Bridge Road, 
Pensaukee, 6:21 p.m.; and logged three 
deer-related crashes.

Ambulance — One ambulance call was 
received.
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Proceedings of June 26
Cody L. Belisle, 27, Green Bay, 

pleaded not guilty to charges of be-
ing a felon in possession of a firearm, 
possession of a short-barreled shot-
gun or rifle and misdemeanor pos-
session of THC, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
March 25, 2018, and bail jumping, 
for failure to appear at an April 2018 
court hearing. A plea hearing was 
scheduled for July 8.

Kevin J. Dotson, 36, Wauwatosa, 
pleaded not guilty to a felony charge 
of bail jumping, along with misde-
meanor counts of resisting an officer, 
battery and disorderly conduct, in 
connection with an incident that al-
legedly occurred April 4. A plea and 
sentencing hearing was scheduled 
for July 28.

Proceedings of June 25
Anthony R. Mork, 28, Suring, 

waived his right to a preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty to 
possession of methamphetamine 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred May 5. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled for July 16.

Paula J. Petersen, 59, Lena, waived 
her right to a preliminary hearing 
and was bound over on charges 
of strangulation and suffocation, 
misdemeanor battery and disor-
derly conduct, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred May 

25. Arraignment was scheduled for 
July 16.

Proceedings of June 24
Christopher Richard Terry, 31, 

Suring, waived his right to a prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not guilty 
to operating a motor vehicle while 
intoxicated (fifth or sixth offense), as 
well as misdemeanor counts of oper-
ating after revocation and possession 
of drug paraphernalia, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred May 2. A plea hearing was 
scheduled for July 21.

Treasure Lee Cote-Payment, 34, 
Oconto Falls, pleaded no contest to 
a charge of child abuse in connec-
tion with an incident that occurred 
Nov. 3. Charges of bail jumping and 
misdemeanor disorderly conduct 
were dismissed but will be read into 
the record. Judge Michael T. Judge 
scheduled sentencing for Aug. 18 and 
order a presentence investigation.

Proceedings of June 23
A five-day jury trial was resched-

uled to begin Dec. 1 for Randel G. Di-
etze, 54, Gillett, who is charged with 
11 counts of stalking and 11 counts 
of bail jumping, in connection with 
incidents that allegedly took place in 
April through October 2018. A final 
pretrial conference was scheduled 
for Nov. 10.

Bond was set at $100,000 cash for 

Nicholas Joseph Meyer, 26, Green 
Bay, who is charged with three 
counts of first-degree sexual assault 
of a child younger than 13, attempted 
second-degree sexual assault of a 
child and causing mental harm to a 
child, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred July 4, 2013. 
His initial appearance was adjourned 
until July 16.

Proceedings of June 22
Bond was set at $10,000 cash for 

Dominic V. Manci Sr., 57, Pulaski, 
who was charged with operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated (fifth 
or sixth offense), in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
June 20. His initial appearance was 
adjourned until July 16.

Proceedings of June 18
Bond was set at $10,000 cash for 

Trenton James Propson, 25, Manito-
woc, after he was charged with two 
counts of strangulation and suffoca-
tion, bail jumping and misdemeanor 
battery and disorderly conduct, in 
connection with an incident that al-
legedly occurred June 16. His initial 
appearance was adjourned until July 
16.

Proceedings of June 15
Bond was set at $25,000 cash for 

Austin J. Sutrick, 19, Oconto Falls, 
who is charged with bail jumping and 
misdemeanor resisting or obstruct-
ing an officer, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred June 
13. Judge Jay N. Conley ruled that 
the bond also includes three other 
felony cases pending against Sutrick. 
His initial appearance on the new 
charges was adjourned until July 23.

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT
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Music by the River with social distance

LEFT: A large and socially distant crowd enjoyed 
The Cougars during the first Music by the River 
concert of the COVID-19 era in Oconto Falls. 
 WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

RIGHT: Kids enjoy the playground equipment at 
East Side Beach during the musical performance. 
 WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

ABOVE: Adam Vance lays down a guitar lick as 
The Cougars perform at East Side Beach.

WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

ABOVE: Stephanie Reinl, left, and Anna Snyder 
of The Cougars band perform during the opening 
Music by the River concert of the summer June 26 
at East Side Beach in Oconto Falls. 
 WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Oconto County and Bay-Lake 
Regional Planning Commission 
staff have scheduled a public 
informational meeting to provide 
information about the county’s 
hazard mitigation plan update. The 
session is planned to run from 3-5 
p.m. Tuesday, July 7, at the Oconto 
County Law Enforcement Confer-
ence Center, 220 Arbutus Ave., 
Oconto.

Hazard mitigation planning 
involves developing a set of actions 
designed to reduce or eliminate 
long-term risk to people and prop-
erty from natural hazards and their 
effects.

The 157-page plan for 2021-26 is 

an update of a similar five-year plan 
adopted in 2015 and notes that the 
county “has experienced several 
hazard events” in the ensuing years, 
most notable the windstorm of 
July 2019 that resulted in a federal 
disaster declaration, as well as the 
ongoing response to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The informational meeting will 
provide interested individuals with 
an overview of the plan, a draft 
plan for review, display maps from 
the plan and an opportunity to 
comment.

The commission has posted the 
draft plan at https://baylakerpc.
org/services/community/hazard-
mitigation-planning (scroll down to 
Oconto County 2021-2026 draft).
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Independence Day festivities in 
Gillett may not be as extensive as 
most years, thanks to restrictions set 
down in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic, but there will be a parade 
and fireworks.

The Roy Hubbard Memorial 
Truck Show committee stepped in 
after the Gillett Civic Club bowed 
out because of the challenges posed 
by the state’s Safer at Home order 
and other official responses to the 
coronavirus. The Gillett Business 
Association was also assembling 
vendors to give visitors something 
to do at Zippel Park between the 
2 p.m. parade and the fireworks at 
dusk.

All of the regular foot traffic and 
light vehicles will line up at the 
school. The parade will proceed 
east on Fourth Street to Birch Street, 

turning north on Birch to Main Street 
and through downtown to the Flower 
Shoppe.

All larger vehicles, including fire 
equipment, will pre-stage on South 
Elm Street. When West Main Street 
is closed for the parade, the large ve-

hicles will proceed to the intersection 
of Main and Birch, where they will be 
distributed into the main parade.

The route was worked out with 
the Gillett Street Department due to 
ongoing street construction and de-
tour concerns with the State Depart-
ment of Transportation.

One concession to the pandemic is 
that tossing candy from the floats is 
prohibited this year.

The fireworks are to be shot 
behind the grocery store as in years 
past. People will be able to view the 
fireworks from Zippel Park.

Donations to help fund the fire-
works show can be mailed to Roy 
Hubbard Memorial Truck Show, 
P.O. 64, Gillett, WI 54124. Donors 
should note on the check “4th of July 
fireworks” or write a note stating that 
and who it is from.

Gillett prepares for scaled-down Fourth
Independence Day 

parade scheduled for 2 
p.m., fireworks at dusk

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The 2020 Fourth of July parade will be going the opposite direction down Main Street as it did in 2019, but the start time is 2 p.m. as usual.
FILE | NEW MEDIA
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING
Oconto County Hazard Mitigation Plan 2021-2026 Update

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT a Public Informational Meeting has been scheduled 

for July 7, 2020 to provide information about the county’s hazard mitigation plan update. 

This informational meeting will be held from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Oconto Coun-
ty Law Enforcement Conference Center located at 220 Arbutus Avenue, Oconto.

Hazard mitigation planning involves developing a set of actions designed to reduce or 

eliminate long-term risk to people and property from natural hazards and their effects. 

This informational meeting will provide interested individuals with an overview of the 

plan, a draft plan for review, display maps from the plan, and an opportunity to com-

ment. A copy of the draft plan can downloaded for review in advance of the meeting at:

https://baylakerpc.org/services/community/hazard-mitigation-planning or at: 

https://www.co.oconto.wi.us/departments/links/?department=74ffbadd36e9&subdepart-

ment=c2615ef75096

For additional information, you can contact Jeff Agee-Aguayo with the Bay-Lake Re-

gional Planning Commission at jagee@baylakerpc.org.

Any person wishing to attend this meeting who, because of a disability, requires special 

accommodations, please contact the Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission at 920-448-

2820 at least two working days prior to the meeting so that arrangements can be made.
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MARRIAGES
Paul Edward Hoddel Jr. and Jaime Lynn Westphal, Oconto.
Marc Edward Rogers and Bobbi Jo La Pointe, Little Suamico.
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H O N O R  R O L L S
Suring High School
Fourth Quarter
HIGHEST HONORS

Seniors — Johnathan B. Losurdo, 
Logan J. Stuart, Jaydin E. Stur.

Juniors — Grace A. Fischer, Sophia 
E. Lally, Kelsey M. Smith, Cherilyn L. 
Whiting.

Freshmen — Mackenzie M. Bailey, 
Macie L. Reed, Christine P. Sleeter.
HIGH HONORS

Seniors — Claire C. Anderson, Duncan 
C. Breed, Jaden M. Bubolz, Ethan M. 
Hischke, Stephanie L. Huth, Emerald J. 
Otradovec, Madelyn M. School, Josh F. 
Van Lannen.

Juniors — Camilla L. Doherty, Sierrah 
R. Johnson, Diego Ramis Espluga, Kylee R. 
Stelzer, Leo D. Taylor.

Sophomores — Emma E. Anderson, 
Gavin L. Fredenburgh, Macyn M. 
Garrigan, Katherine E. Mahoney, Veronica 
R. Napier, Harlee F. Wolf.

Freshmen — Moriah G. Baldwin, 
Nicholas B. Hansen, Ethan D. Lally, 
Olivia F. Noack, Keegan M. Rattin, Trinity 
A. Remic, Emilee A. Tachick, Hailey E. 
Thomson.
HONORS

Seniors — Dominic M. Giuliani, 
Khyleigh N. Ryan, Joshua L. Zilkoske.

Juniors — Nathan Butler, Carrie M. 
Griffin, Julie M. Lynch, Katelyn M. Rusk, 
Brynna M. Schindel, Jessie L. Schrank.

Sophomores — Aliyah J. Madison, 
Caden G. McClure, Chantelle F. Van Den 
Elzen, Madison R. Vandevelde.

Freshmen — McKenzie J. Chesterfield, 
Caleb J. DeKeyser, Dalton W. Fidler, 
Maxwell A. Fisher-Yancy, Jacob J. 
Granados, Lily T. Hakes.

Suring Junior High School
HIGH HONORS

Eighth grade — Hailey R. Allender-
Pautz, Birdee M. Cramer, Braden J. 
Denowski, Georgia R. Gerndt, Claire J. 
Pommerich, Samantha Seibert, Bailey A. 
Stuart, Lillie I. Taylor, Hailey J. VanRens.

Seventh grade — Michael P. Bailey, 
Macy J. Burrack, Bunny R. Cramer, Riley 
K. Denowski, Morgan T. Dryja, Morgan 
M. Laabs, Contessa L. Losurdo, Allison C. 
Napier, Kendra L. Rattin, Ava L. School.

Sixth grade — Ginger E. Gerndt, Parker 
W. Haak, HaileyBo C. Pecanas, Chloe L. 
Schroeder, Tia R. Schwartzkopf, Allyson R. 
Seibert, Morgan E. Suring.
HONORS

Eighth grade — Robert W. Balcer, 
Autumn J. Dryja, Noah A. Fredenburgh, 
Hunter B. Luebeck, Rebecca R. Peeters, 
Trent D. Thomson, Carter J. Whisman, 
Ashleigh M. Zilkoske.

Seventh grade — Julia E. Boerst, 
Madison D. Tachick.

Sixth grade — Angel L. Ermis, 
Gwendalin S. Konop, Cassius Matelski.
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