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But the audience for “Sleeping 
Beauty, Briar Rose” will be 
limited. 
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OFHS spring play 
tradition returns

Aubrey Debauch 
commits to  
Cardinal Stritch
Gillett senior and all-time 
scorer will play basketball at the 
Milwaukee university. 
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MARCH HOURS BRING APRIL FLOWERS
Jim Hanson, founder of The Flower Shoppe, places seedlings in soil with help from Barb Sorlie. The seedlings are among tens of thousands of new plants and 
are a first sign of spring in the greenhouse on Main Street in Gillett. The greenhouse will be open to the public on April 24. Hanson sold the business to Matt 
and Melanie Rice in 2004 but has continued to help out. FOR MORE PHOTOS, SEE PAGES 24-25.� CAROL RYCZEK | NEW MEDIA

DNA evidence is in, an attack 19 
years earlier is out as July trial 
looms. 
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Judge rules on 
motions in 1976 
murder case
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With numbers down and CO-
VID-19 vaccination efforts well 
underway, Oconto County Public 
Health officials are starting to believe 
the worst of the pandemic may be 
behind them.

“This is the first time since we 
started this that they both have 
smiles,” County Board Chairman 
Paul Bednarek said March 18 after 
the monthly COVID report delivered 
by Mike Reimer, Human Services 
director, and Public Health Director 
Deb Konitzer.

The report came about a year 
after Gov. Tony Evers ordered a 
general shutdown of the state in the 
wake of a declared pandemic of a 
unique strain of coronavirus. Reimer 

noted that the first Oconto County 
case was recorded on March 27, 
2020, and as of his report the county 
had seen 4,764 positive tests for CO-
VID-19, with 55 related deaths.

The number of new cases has 
slowed significantly since fall, when 
the state Division of Health Ser-
vices (DHS) was tallying as many 
as 100 positive tests a day in Oconto 
County. By comparison, the daily 
DHS report added only 30 Oconto 
County cases total between March 6 
and March 21.

Konitzer said the county has vac-
cinated more than 1,000 people in the 
past seven weeks, “and we haven’t 
wasted a dose,” crediting careful 
planning and handling of the vaccine, 
which she said must be used within 
120 hours of arrival.

“For years, for decades, Public 

Health has had the service of going 
into the schools, giving immuniza-
tions for schoolchildren, ” Reimer 
said. “After 9/11, (Konitzer) took that 
opportunity to use that school-based 
process as a practice for if we ever 
had to do a mass vaccination for a 
pandemic, even though we never 
thought we would.”

The county is scheduling vaccina-
tion clinics through the end of June, 
and 64% of county residents over age 
65 have been vaccinated so far, he 
said.

The monthly Oconto County 
Board meetings continue to be held 
at Holy Trinity Parish Hall in Ocon-
to, down the street from the court-
house, to enable social distancing 
between supervisors and onlookers.

One year later, COVID 
effort nearing success

Nearly two-thirds of local seniors have been vaccinated
By WARREN BLUHM

Editor-in-chief

By WARREN BLUHM
Editor-in-chief

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

The judge in the upcoming trial 
of an elderly Lakewood man accused 
of a 1976 double murder has ruled 
on three pre-trial motions, granting 
prosecutors two victories and the 
defense one, and he wants to hear 
further arguments on another defense 
motion.

Raymand L. Vannieuwenhoven, 
83, has been incarcerated since he 
was arrested in March 2019 and 
charged with the July 1976 shooting 
deaths of David Schuldes, 25, and 
Ellen Matheys, 24, at the McClintock 
Park campground in the Town of 
Silver Cliff in Marinette County. 
Matheys had also been sexually as-
saulted.

The case went unsolved for more 
than 40 years until, investigators say, 
DNA found with Matheys’ body was 
positively matched to Vannieuwen-
hoven in early 2019.

In the most crucial motion, Judge 
James Morrison denied a defense 
request to suppress the DNA evi-
dence because Vannieuwenhoven 

was tricked into providing the DNA 
sample used to secure his arrest.

Lead investigator Todd Baldwin 
enlisted Oconto County Chief Deputy 
Darren Laskowski to come into the 
Lakewood home and ask the defen-
dant if he would fill out a short sur-
vey for Sheriff Todd Skarban about 
policing in the area, further asking 
him to seal the completed survey in 
an envelope. Instead he turned it over 
to Baldwin, violating Vannieuwen-
hoven’s consent, the defense said.

Defense attorney Travis Crowell 
argued that while courts have ruled 
police have great latitude to use de-
ceit to obtain evidence from suspects, 
“but this has to be the line. If this 
can’t be the line, I don’t know what is 
at this point.”

Morrison submitted his decisions 
in writing, saying he wanted to stand 
on the written words in order to be as 
clear as possible.

In court, he summarized, “I 
believe a warrant was not required, 
consent was given, the consent was 
appropriate in all respects.”

Morrison denied a prosecution 
motion to tell the jury about a 1957 

arrest in Brown County, when Van-
nieuwenhoven was 20, in which he 
pleaded guilty to a battery charge 
after attempting to drag a girl into a 
cemetery. She broke away and ran 
before he could harm her.

The judge said introducing the in-
cident from a full 19 years before the 
murders could be unduly prejudicial.

The defense asked for permis-
sion to tell the jury about two other 
suspects in the murders who were 
the subject of intense scrutiny in the 
decades before an arrest was finally 
made.

Morrison denied one motion, 
saying attorneys had not met the 
legal requirements for introducing an 
alternative suspect, but he asked both 
sides to submit further briefs about 
the other man, who investigators felt 
had knowledge about the crime that 
had not been publicly disclosed.

A hearing about the earlier sus-
pect, with possible oral arguments, 
has been scheduled for April 8. The 
two-week trial is on the calendar to 
begin July 19.

Judge won’t suppress DNA evidence in 1976 murders
Lakewood man is accused of killing a young couple in a Marinette County park

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com



 FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 2021  •  OCT  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 3

A second case of child sex assault 
has been filed against a Suring man 
in Oconto County Circuit Court.

John E. Fredenburgh, 36, already 
faced 24 felony counts related to an 
alleged five-year sexual relationship 
with a girl said to have begun when 
she was 12 years old.

In the second case filed March 
16, Fredenburgh is charged with 
second-degree sexual assault of a 
child in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred in 2008.

A Forest County woman came 
forward and said she had had sex 
with Fredenburgh when she was 14 
years old. She said the man lived in 
the same apartment building as her 
best friend and slowly got to know 
her.

After a few months, he took her 
to his parents’ property in Mountain 
where they had sex in the back of a 
vehicle, according to the criminal 

complaint. It 
was the only 
time they did it, 
but he proposi-
tioned her sev-
eral times before 
and after, the 
complaint said.

The woman 
said Freden-
burgh told her 

he could get kicked out of the Army 
and lose custody of his children if 
she revealed their sexual relation-
ship to anyone.

“John told her he felt she was 
more mature than girls her age and 
he could trust her to keep their rela-
tionship secret,” the complaint said. 
He would have been 24 when the 
incident happened.

A court hearing on the new 
charges had not been scheduled as 
of Thursday morning. He is being 
held in the Oconto County Jail in 
lieu of $500,000 cash bond.

Second child sex assault  
case filed against Suring man
Incident allegedly occurred in 2008 when girl was 14

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

JOHN  FREDENBURGH
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Proceedings of March 19
Roxanne S. Readman, 42, Pound, 

waived her right to a preliminary 
hearing and was bound over on 
charges of misstating facts in a food 
stamp application (worth up to 
$5,000) and failure to notify receipt 
of income or assets (worth $2,000-
$5,000), in connection with an in-
cident that allegedly occurred Nov. 
1, 2017. Arraignment was scheduled 
for April 26.

Jeffrey C. Rudolph, 60, Oconto, 
was placed on two years of pro-
bation for a sex offender registry 
violation that court records indi-
cate occurred Sept. 28, 2015. Judge 
Jay N. Conley imposed and stayed 
a one-year county jail term and im-
posed court costs and fees that will 
be due during probation.

Nicole M. Nowinski, 44, Little 
Suamico, pleaded not guilty to 
charges of possession of metham-
phetamine and possession of an 
illegal article, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Dec. 1. Arraignment was scheduled 
for April 15.

Tyler J. Lipp, 57, Oconto, plead-
ed not guilty to charges of pos-
session of methamphetamine and 
misdemeanor counts of possession 
of synthetic cannabinoid, posses-
sion of THC and possession of drug 
paraphernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Feb. 9. A pre-trial conference was 
scheduled for April 15.

Harrison J. Cain, 17, Oconto, 
pleaded not guilty to charges of 
second-degree sexual assault of an 
intoxicated victim and misdemean-
or sexual intercourse with a child 
age 15 or older, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Jan. 9. A pre-trial conference was 
scheduled for May 13.

Bond was set at $3,500 cash for 
Roy Boucher, 32, Oconto, after he 
was charged with bail jumping and 

misdemeanor counts of resisting or 
obstructing an officer and disor-
derly conduct, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
March 15. His initial appearance 
was adjourned until April 15.

Proceedings of March 18
After a preliminary hearing, 

Gary Lamont Montgomery, 37, Am-
berg, was bound over on charges 
of second-degree sexual assault 
of an unconscious victim, false 
imprisonment and misdemeanor 
counts of resisting or obstructing 
an officer, battery, theft and disor-
derly conduct, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Jan. 12. Arraignment was scheduled 
for April 15.

Bond was set at $10,000 cash 
for Gillie Robinson, 40, Kanka-
kee, Illinois, after he was charged 
with strangulation-suffocation and 
misdemeanor counts of battery, 
resisting or obstructing an officer 
and disorderly conduct, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Sept. 4. A preliminary 
hearing was scheduled for April 19.

Proceedings of March 15
Dylan A. Hrabik, 20, Oconto, was 

sentenced to 3 1/2 years in prison, 
followed by 5 1/2 years of extended 
supervision, for being a felon in 
possession of a firearm and pos-
session of methamphetamine, in 
connection with an incident that 
occurred Oct. 15, 2019. Judge Jay N. 
Conley ruled that Hrabik is eligible 
for the Community Integration 
and Substance Abuse programs, 
which may allow early release 
upon successful completion. Dur-
ing extended supervision, he must 
maintain absolute sobriety and 
have no contact with anyone known 
to use, possess or sell illegal drugs, 
and complete an alcohol and other 
drug abuse assessment, following 

through with any recommendations 
of the treatment provider, along 
with all other assessments, counsel-
ing and treatment deemed neces-
sary by his parole agent.

Tracy Ann Christenson, 39, 
Appleton, was placed on two years’ 
probation after a prison sentence 
was imposed and stayed for pos-
session of methamphetamine in 
connection with an incident that 
occurred June 6. Judge Jay N. 
Conley ruled that probation begins 
with four months in the county 
jail, although he gave her credit for 
79 days already served. She must 
obtain and maintain full-time em-
ployment (part-time if in school), 
maintain absolute sobriety, have no 
contact with anyone known to use, 
possess or sell illegal drugs, and 
complete all assessments, counsel-
ing and treatment deemed neces-
sary by her parole agent.

After a preliminary hearing, 
Michael Allen Maleport, 30, Green 
Bay, was bound over on two counts 
of substantial battery, as well as 
misdemeanor counts of battery 
and disorderly conduct, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred July 25. Arraignment was 
scheduled for April 15.

Bond was set at $5,000 cash for 
James Matthew Watermolen, 37, 
Green Bay, after he was charged 
with possession of methamphet-
amine, possession of narcotic drugs 
and bail jumping, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred March 13. His initial appear-
ance was adjourned until April 15.

Proceedings of March 11
A bench warrant was issued for 

Cody R. Ludwig, 28, Marinette, 
after he failed to appear for a court 
hearing on charges of felony bail 
jumping and misdemeanor counts 
of possession of THC and posses-
sion of a controlled substance, in 

connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Feb. 26.

A jury trial was rescheduled 
for July 20 for Trevon Alexander 
Harper, 20, De Pere, who is charged 
with felony bail jumping and 
misdemeanor charges of escape, 
operating a motor vehicle while 
his license was revoked (fourth or 
subsequent offense) and resisting 
or obstructing an officer, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Aug. 23, 2019. A final pre-
trial conference was set for July 7.

A July 20 jury trial was sched-
uled for Tallie Marie Sheldon, 23, 
Menominee, Michigan, on a charge 
of second-degree recklessly endan-
gering safety, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
June 12. A final pre-trial conference 
was scheduled for July 1.

A Nov. 18-19 jury trial was sched-
uled for Manuel Antonio Herrera-
Hernandez, 32, Green Bay, on 
charges of possession with intent to 
deliver amphetamine and misde-
meanor possession of THC and 
possession of drug paraphernalia, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Oct. 27. A final 
pre-trial conference was scheduled 
for Nov. 1.

An Oct. 19-20 jury trial was 
scheduled for William J. Neering, 
45, Oconto, on charges of strangula-
tion-suffocation and misdemeanor 
battery and disorderly conduct, in 
connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Nov. 27, and bail 
jumping in an alleged Jan. 13 inci-
dent. A final pre-trial conference 
was scheduled for Oct. 4.

Tracey Lee Bartlett, 59, Oconto, 
waived his right to a preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty to 
13 counts of possession of child 
pornography, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Jan. 27, 2020. A pre-trial conference 
was scheduled for May 13.

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT

U-Nah-Li-Ya to host Maple Sugar Festival
YMCA Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya, 

owned and operated by the Greater 
Green Bay YMCA, is hosting its 
annual Maple Sugar Festival and 
Open House from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, April 10.

The event celebrates the arrival 
of spring and the age-old tradition 
of making maple syrup. Visitors 
may tour the camp, watch tree 
tapping demonstrations and enjoy 
a plate of pancakes and sausages 

with real maple syrup. This event is 
free and open to all ages; donations 
accepted.

YMCA Camp U-Nah-Li-Ya is 
nestled in the Nicolet National 
Forest, 12101 Y Camp Road, Suring. 
Register online at www.campu-
nahliya.org/programs/adult-and-
family-programs/maple-sugar-fes-
tival-(april)/ or email kathy.paitl@
greenbayymca.org. For information, 
call 715-276-7116.

One person died in a fiery crash 
in the Town of Underhill in the early 
morning hours of March 22.

Oconto County Sheriff Todd 
Skarban said rescue crews were called 
around 3:10 a.m. to a one-vehicle acci-
dent on County Road VV near Kalaus 
Road.

Deputies found the vehicle engulfed 
in flames in a wooded area next to the 
ditch. It appears the driver had been 
eastbound on County Road VV when 
the crash occurred, Skarban said.

The victim’s identity was being 
withheld pending notification of rela-
tives.

Early-morning crash claims one life

www.newmedia-wi.com
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Carleton Peter DeWitt, 92, of 
Oconto, passed from this life to eter-
nal life on Tuesday, March 9, 2021, 
at his daughter’s home in Tomball, 
Texas.

Peter was born on Feb. 19, 1929, 
to Donald and Eleanor Holt De-
Witt, the second of three boys. His 
brothers were Douglas and Robert 
DeWitt, who preceded 
him in death in 2005 
and 1972, respectively.

In his youth, Pete 
was an avid sailor as 
well as an amateur 
radio operator. During 
World War II, he was 
one of the few “men” in town, even 
at age 12, who could repair a radio. 
Peter was active in Boy Scouts and 
was an Eagle Scout and Order of 
the Arrow member. He became 
endeared to Marilyn Mehlberg, the 
woman who would become his wife 
of over 50 years, while they worked 
together on a production of Gilbert 
and Sullivan’s “HMS Pinafore.”

In 1947, Peter graduated from 
Oconto High School and left Oconto 
to attend Rensselaer Polytechnic In-
stitute in Troy, New York where he 
studied electrical engineering. Upon 
graduation, in June 1951, he returned 
to Oconto, married Marilyn, and 
the two of them left for San Diego, 
California.

He had been commissioned as 
a Navy seaman to work at Naval 
Research in San Diego, but in an 
agreement between the Navy and 
Convair, was given a job at Con-
vair Aircraft Corp in San Diego. 
At Convair, he was part of a team 
developing early missile and rocket 
guidance systems, including rock-
ets that Wernher Von Braun had 
designed. One of the rocket systems 
he worked on was the Atlas which 
eventually was used to put the first 
American, John Glenn, into orbit.

During his work at Convair, 
the need to make more accurate 
measurements became apparent 
and Peter left Convair to work on 
an early digital voltmeter at Elec-
tro Instruments. While at Electro 
Instruments, he realized that more 
accurate calibration systems were 
needed.

Since Electro 
Instruments was 
not interested 
in pursuing this 
work, Peter, Mari-
lyn and their two 
children, Chris 
and Pam, left in 
1957 to return to 
Oconto. With the 
help of his father, 

Donald DeWitt, and friend, Norm 
Wachal, he founded Holt Instru-
ment Laboratories or HiLab. Holt 
Hardwood and the flooring business 
was phasing out with the end of the 
lumber business in Oconto, and he 
foresaw the opportunity to develop 
this as a new industry.

Holt Instrument was founded to 
meet the calibration needs of the 
U.S. military and aerospace industry 
providing AC and DC voltage and 
current calibration instruments. 
Along with these systems, Holt was 
also a leader in the development of 
precision measurement instruments, 
some of which are still used by the 
U.S. National Bureau of Standards 
and in many industries around the 
world.

This equipment was used by all 
branches of the military, the U.S. 
Coast Guard and NASA and the in-
dustries that served them, including 
Boeing, Lockheed, Convair, Grum-
man, Electric Boat Works and many 
others. While Holt was founded 
to serve the aerospace industry, it 
also sold instruments to many other 
industries with a need for precise 
calibration and measurements.

Some of this equipment was even 
used to help develop the Concord 
SST, but Holt didn’t just sell in 
the U.S., they also sold to many 
countries around the world, both 
their governments and their indus-
tries. These included Great Britain, 
France, Germany, Scandinavia, 
Egypt, India, Japan, Korea, Australia, 
and many others.

Peter was most proud of HiLab’s 
work with NASA where they sup-
plied calibration and measurement 
systems used extensively during 
the development of the Mercury, 
Gemini and Apollo systems and 
is still used today. Their proudest 

achievement was recognition of its 
contribution to the development of 
a simulator used to train the Apollo 
astronauts in techniques for landing 
on the moon, and for the conserva-
tion of fuel during both landing and 
takeoff of the lunar landing module 
used by Apollo 11. After Apollo, 
Holt continued to support the space 
shuttle and the development and 
launch of the many satellites that 
serve us daily for weather, commu-
nications and more.

Less known is the support of our 
military systems here and overseas 
needed to defend us and our allies, 
in some cases rushing repair parts 
to U.S. bases overseas in less than a 
day.

Unfortunately, an economic 
recession and business conflicts 
contributed to the demise in 1975 
of Holt Instrument as we knew it. 
Peter continued a much smaller 
business in the 1980s continuing 
to support past customers until he 
finally retired in 2018.

While running his business, Peter 
DeWitt was active in his commu-
nity. In the early 1960s, he took an 
active part in trying to keep Dutch 
Elm Disease from decimating the 
beautiful Oconto elm trees. He was 
part of many searches for boaters 
lost on Green Bay, and involved 
in the Civil Air Patrol as a small 
plane pilot. Following his scouting 
background, he was the Cub Scout 
Packmaster as well as Scoutmaster 
for many years.

In 1969, he co-chaired the com-
mittee to celebrate Oconto’s tri-
centennial. He was a senior warden 
of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 
and fostered the relationship with 
the Machickanee Players theater 
group from its start in what was the 
church guild hall. He was an active 
member of the local Civil Air Patrol, 
serving as communications officer 
and never missed bringing out his 
grandmother’s Detroit Electric car 
for parades.

He was an avid supporter of the 
Oconto County Historical Society, 
the Packers, and the Wisconsin 
Humane Society. He was an ac-
tive member “the bell ringer” of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Marinet-

te until his move to Tomball.
Peter DeWitt thanked the citizens 

of Oconto for the honor of being 
asked to preside as 2019 Copperfest 
grand marshall, and the privilege 
of having raised five children there 
with his wife, Marilyn. “There is no 
better place to live a life,” he was 
quoted as saying. Peter DeWitt lived 
all but 12 of his 92 years in Oconto.

He was a drummer in his youth, 
he loved music, nature and Island 
Lodge at Archibald Lake. He loved 
that his children loved their Lord 
and each other.

He moved to Tomball, Texas, to 
live with his daughter, Lisa, and her 
family in January 2019.

His surviving children are Chris 
(Jan Hutchins) DeWitt, Pam (Bob) 
Booth, Dan (Laura Usiak) DeWitt, 
Dr. Lisa (Chris) Wanner and Mary 
(Joe) Cazier. He has 10 wonder-
ful grandchildren, Katrina “Katie” 
Booth, Rob (Kelli) Booth, Anna 
DeWitt, Matthew and Nick Wanner, 
Joey Cazier, and step-grandchildren, 
Preston and Zachary Cazier and Ka-
trina and Shain (Amy) Wiederholt. 
He has one great-granddaughter, 
Adalynn, and a step-great-grandson, 
Mason Wiederholt.

His beloved wife of 51 years, 
Marilyn, went to be with her Lord 
in 2002.

The family will receive relatives 
and friends on Thursday, April 22 
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 917 
Church St., in Marinette from 10:30 
a.m. until noon. At noon, a memorial 
service will take place. Burial will 
be at noon the following day, Friday, 
April 23 at the Evergreen Cemetery 
in Oconto. If attending services, 
we respectfully request that social 
distancing be practiced and masks 
be worn.

Gifts may be made in Peter’s 
name to the Holt and Balcolm Log-
ging Camp No. 1 (please send to 
Robert Brown, 14849 McCabe Road, 
Lakewood, WI 54138), the Oconto 
Historical Society, Wisconsin 
Historical Society or the Wisconsin 
Humane Society.

Please go to Facebook.com 
“Carleton Peter DeWitt” or Hansen 
Onion Martell Funeral Home Inc. to 
add your stories and memories.

Carleton Peter DeWitt
O B I T UA R I E S

HAVE A STORY IDEA? EMAIL US!
EDITORIAL@NEWMEDIA-WI.COM
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Shirley Marie Fiala gained her 
angel wings Nov. 12, 2020. Born on 
March 24, 1931, Shirley was the oldest 
of four children born of her parents, 
Gladys and Raymond Sager.

In her early years, Shirley grew 
up on a farm, first in Kewaunee and 
later in Oconto and Suring. Though 
she was tasked with working on the 
farm, Shirley dreamed of moving to 
Chicago and being a single career 
woman, traveling, and enjoying all 
that life had to offer.

As life does have a way of show-
ing us what God has in store and 
not what we’ve planned, Shirley met 
Gene Fiala and was married a year 
and a half later. Spending their early 
married life running a service station 
in the Chicago area while Shirley 
also worked at Illinois Bell, Gene and 
Shirley spent many nights out on the 
town listening to their favorite music, 
Dixieland jazz.

Some of her fondest memories 
were of listening to their favorite 
band, the Dukes of Dixieland. She 
kept a picture of the two of them with 
the band and signed by each member.

Again, life changed Shirley’s plans 
when she met her new niece, Laurie 

Sager. Now desir-
ing to be a mother, 
Shirley and Gene 
brought two beau-
tiful children into 
the world, Sher-
rie Kay and Gene 
Raymond.

Gene Sr. passed 
away on Nov. 7, 
1963. Shirley went 

back to work on Nov. 22, 1963, the 
day President John F. Kennedy was 
assassinated. She remembered that 
time in her life a as being the most 
stressful of her days.

A few years later, Shirley moved 
her young children back to Wiscon-
sin to be closer to her family. She 
spent the rest of her years devoted to 
giving her children a great life. Trips 
to Chute Pond, California, Florida 
and many gather places allowed 
Shirley to combine the love of her 
children and travel. After Sherrie 
and Gene had grown, Shirley contin-
ued to travel, enjoying trips to San 
Francisco, San Diego, Florida, Boston, 
Cancun, New Orleans, Denver and so 
many other places.

Once her grandchildren were 

born, Shirley devoted her life to 
them, coining every Saturday as 
“Grammy Day” and taking the 
grandchildren to toy stores to touch, 
play and enjoy anything they wanted, 
followed by a lunch out. Return-
ing home happy but tired, Shirley 
repeated this experience until the 
grandchildren had grown and had 
other activities which required their 
attendance.

Shirley worked for Illinois Bell 
for years, where she became lifelong 
friends with three women, Flor-
ence, Carmane and Barbara. Though 
they all moved on to other locations 
across the US, they remained in con-
tact for the rest of their lives. Shirley 
then worked at CESA 8 for 28 years, 
holding several positions within the 
organization, including interim ad-
ministrator, retiring in 1995.

Independent until the end, Shirley 
drove her car until last year, walk-
ing around the mall or other stores 
admiring different styles, colors and 
designs. She especially loved sofas. 
As her memory faded and her mind 
became confused with details, she 
never forgot her children, grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 

Her love was so strong. She will be 
missed by us all and her memory will 
always bring a smile to our faces. We 
are all blessed to have such a true 
angel watching over us.

Shirley is survived by her children, 
Sherrie Quade (Evan Schnieder) and 
Gene Fiala (Patti); her grandchildren, 
Alex Fiala, Eric Fiala (Shaina) and 
Andrea Quade; step-grandchildren 
Mande School and Zach School 
(Tabitha); great-grandchildren, Ava, 
Garrett and Eliand Noah; brother, 
Gene Sager (Pat); sister, Elaine Kost-
reva (Calvin); nieces, nephews and 
friends.

Shirley was preceded in death by 
her husband, Gene Fiala; parents, 
Gladys and Raymond Sager; her sis-
ter, Vivian Tolzman; brother-in-law, 
Nick Tolzman; and her son-in-law, 
Mark Quade.

Friends and family may call at 
4-7 p.m. on Friday, March 26, 2021 
at Ryan Funeral Home, 305 N. 10th 
Street, De Pere. A celebration of 
life will be held at 6 p.m. It would 
have been the week of Shirley’s 90th 
birthday.

To leave an online condolence, 
please visit www.ryanfh.com.

Shirley M. Fiala

March 17
Deputies logged 33 incidents, including 

the following:
Harassment — reported in the 9000 

block of state Highway 22-32, Town of 
Gillett, 9:54 a.m.

Citizen dispute — reported in the 
15000 block of Donnelly Lane, Riverview, 
2:12 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near U.S. 41 and 
Vermeiren Road, Pensaukee, 4:06 p.m.

Fraud — reported in the 6000 block of 
Maplewood Lane, Sobieski, 6:34 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged two traffic 
stops, three traffic offenses, two citizen 
assists and two miscellaneous traffic 
incidents.

Welfare check — Officers conducted 
two welfare checks.

911 — Two 911 hangups and two open 
lines were investigated.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
crash near state Highway 22 and Larson 
Lane, Stiles, 5:05 a.m.; and logged three 
deer-related crashes.
March 16

Deputies logged 46 incidents, including 
the following:

Fire control burn — in the 8000 block 
of Liptak Road, Spruce, 7:49 a.m.

Fire control burn — in the 3000 block of 
Sherman Road, Town of Oconto, 7:51 a.m.

Attempted fraud — reported in the 
9000 block of Anglers Way, Breed, 8:44 

a.m.
Fire control burn — in the 4000 block 

of Frease Lane, Pensaukee, 9:17 a.m.
Drugs — reported at an address in 

Townsend, 9:24 a.m.
Fire control burn — in the 4000 block 

of Steelhead Run Road, Town of Oconto, 
9:38 a.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 9000 
block of County Road G, Spruce, 10:09 a.m.

Fire control burn — in the 5000 block 
of Degantown Road, Town of Oconto Falls, 
12:04 p.m.

Fire control burn — in the 7000 block of 
County Road A, Spruce, 4:25 p.m.

Fire control burn — in the 2000 block 
of County Road W, Little River, 4:52 p.m.

Fire — in the 3000 block of Airport 
Road, Town of Oconto, 5:06 p.m.

Jail incident — at 220 Arbutus Ave., 
City of Oconto, 6:59 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near County 
Road CC and state Highway 32, Town of 
Oconto Falls, 9:28 p.m.

Criminal damage — reported in the 
9000 block of County Road G, Spruce, 
9:56 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged one traffic 
stop, one traffic hazard, three traffic 
offenses, three citizen assists and six 
miscellaneous traffic incidents.

Welfare check — Officers conducted 
one welfare check.

911 — Two 911 hangups and two open 

lines were investigated.
Accidents — Deputies responded to 

a property-damage crash near U.S. 41-141 
and County Road S, Little Suamico, 4:21 
a.m.; a crash in the 6000 block of state 
Highway 22, Stiles, 6:28 a.m.; a property-
damage crash near state Highway 32 and 
County Road CC, Town of Oconto Falls, 
9:22 a.m.; and a property-damage crash 
along County Road S, Chase, 5:24 p.m.; and 
logged two deer-related crashes.
March 15

Deputies logged 36 incidents, including 
the following:

Suspicious — reported in the 200 block 
of Frank Street, City of Oconto, 2:54 a.m.

Harassment — reported in the 9000 
block of North Kelly Lake Road, Brazeau, 
7:01 a.m.

Trespassing — reported in the 4000 
block of Sugar Bush Road, Little River, 12:34 
p.m.

Burglary — reported in the 5000 block 
of County Road V, Underhill, 3:21 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 800 
block of Poppy Lane, Little Suamico, 4:19 
p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 100 block 
of Railroad Street, Suring, 4:40 p.m.

Theft — reported in the 3000 block of 
Froelick Road, Pensaukee, 5:50 p.m.

Burglary — reported in the 300 block of 
Knapp Street, Suring, 7:53 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 4000 

block of Rosewood Court, Little Suamico, 
9:48 p.m.

Traffic — Deputies logged four traffic 
stops, three traffic offenses, two citizen 
assists and four miscellaneous traffic 
incidents.

Welfare check — Officers conducted 
one welfare check.

911 — Three open line calls to 911 were 
investigated.

Accidents — Deputies responded to 
a property-damage crash near U.S. 41-141 
and County Road D, Abrams, 12:44 p.m.; 
and a property-damage crash near County 
Road D and Rybka Lane, Abrams, 5:52 p.m.

Ambulance — One ambulance call was 
received.
March 14

Deputies logged 38 incidents, including 
the following:

Structure fire — reported in the 8000 
block of River Road, How, 12:14 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 200 
block of Pleasant View Drive, Chase, 12:28 
p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 800 
block of Poppy Lane, Little Suamico, 4:11 
p.m.

Missing person — reported in the 6000 
block of Jones Lane, Town of Gillett, 7:13 
p.m.

Suspicious — reported near Gallas 
Road and Meadowview Lane, Town of 
Oconto Falls, 10:34 p.m.

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  S H E R I F F ’S  D E PA RT M E N T
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Y E A R S  G O N E  BY
90 years ago • March 26, 1931 • Gillett 
Times

PULCIFER – Russell Zenk was 
surprised Sunday evening at his home 
when a group of friends gathered to 
celebrate his birthday.

GILLETT – Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Rusch entertained a number of friends 
and relatives Sunday in a honor of the 
confirmation of their son Harry.

90 years ago • March 26, 1931 • Oconto 
Falls Herald

ELDER CREEK – Fire destroyed 
the barn of Mike Stringler on Satur-
day. Four cows, about 30 chickens and 
several tons of hay were lost.

MORGAN – Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Larsen were pleasantly surprised 
Sunday by a large number of friends 
helping to celebrate their 23rd wed-
ding anniversary.

80 years ago • March 27, 1941 • Oconto 
Falls Herald

OCONTO FALLS – Baby Lois Zip-
ple, who was born Dec. 27 weighing 
2 pounds, 5 ounces, was discharged 
March 26. She now weighs 6 pounds, 
4 ounces.

LENA – Harold Lemirande left 
Green Bay last week for Chicago fol-
lowing enlistment in the U.S. Navy for 
a period of six years.

LENA – Traffic Officer Wm. Ches-
ley organized school patrols at Spruce, 
Kelly Brook and Hickory schools this 
week.

70 years ago • March 22, 1951 • Gillett 
Times

LENA – Pfc. Stanley Checki, only 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Checki, 
has been killed in a vehicle accident in 
Korea.

MAPLE VALLEY — John Hou-
gaard, 87, died early Thursday morn-
ing at the home of his daughter, Mrs. 

Hans Christensen.

70 years ago • March 22, 1951 • Oconto 
Falls Herald

MORGAN – Mr. and Mrs. George 
Hudson are the parents of a baby boy, 
born at St. Vincent Hospital in Green 
Bay on Thursday.

LENA – Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Hoff-
man are the parents of a son, born 
March 16 at the Oconto Falls Hospital.

60 years ago • March 23, 1961 • Times 
Herald

SURING – The dedication and 
open house of the new $290,000 
addition of Suring School took place 
Sunday before a crowd of over 1,200 
people.

HAYES — Pvt. First Class Richard 
Moede of Fort Bragg is home on a 
10-day leave with his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hugo Moede.

LAKEWOOD – The body of Paul 
Ohoe was found in the remains of his 
burning cabin in the Lakewood area.

50 years ago • March 25, 1971 • 
Times Herald

SEYMOUR – Sharon Ann Heu-
ser was united in holy matrimony 
with Richard O. Fifield on March 
20. Attendants were Laura Harstedt, 
Mrs. Harvey Fifield, Jeanette Heuser, 
Marcia Blohowiak, Dean Gilbertson, 
Harvey Fifield, Donald Heuser and 
Terry Weatherwax.

ABRAMS – Mrs. Erma Bartz was 
notified by postal authorities that 
she was appointed Postmaster at the 
Abrams Post Office.

SPRUCE – Viola Morrissey, 57, 
died today at St. Joseph’s Hospital, 
Marshfield, of an aneurysm.

40 years ago • March 25, 1981 • Times 
Herald

OCONTO FALLS – Aaron Rudolph 
will retire April 1 and sell his shop. 
In 1924, he came to Oconto Falls as a 

young barber and worked in the bar-
ber shop of John C. Meyer. Four years 
later, he took over the shop.

OCONTO FALLS – Effective April 
1, the commercial printing division of 
Shellman Publishing Inc. will be under 
the ownership of Dieter Maass, 33, an 
employee of Shellman Publishing Inc. 
since 1974. The new company will be 
called Mid-County Printing Company.

GILLETT – The late Robert 
“Ridge” Lemorande was honored 
when the new building housing the 
New View Opportunity Center was 
dedicated in his memory.

35 years ago • March 26, 1986 • Times 
Herald

GILLETT – Gaylord Kershek, 56, 
died unexpectedly March 19 at work. 
He was employed by the Oconto 
County Highway Department.

MAPLE VALLEY– A snowmobile 
being towed on a trailer by a pickup 
came off the trailer and sustained 
moderate damage on Highway 32.

OCONTO – Jennifer Jo was born to 
Steve and Diana Kaminski, weighing 
10 pounds, 3 ounces and measuring 22 
1/2 inches long.

30 years ago • March 27, 1991 •  
Times Herald

GILLETT – A crowd of curious 
onlookers monitored the activities 
throughout the day at the old water 
tower. They were rewarded by about 
eight seconds of excitement when 
the legs buckled and the water tower 
crashed into the waiting sand piles. 
The abandoned tower will be cut up 
and removed as scrap metal.

SURING – Nellie Trever, 79, died 
March 25 at the Gillett Nursing Home.

SURING – Little Fran Ludtke was 
born Feb. 23. She weighed 7 pounds, 
6 ounces, and measured 20 inches 
long. Her parents are Greg and Cindy 
Ludtke.

25 years ago • March 27, 1996 • Times 
Herald

OCONTO – In a close vote, Don 
Utecht was elected as the new mayor 
of Oconto on Tuesday.

GILLETT – Gustav Lockstein, 77, 
died March 19 at Community Memo-
rial Hospital, Oconto Falls. He farmed 
and was employed as a yard foreman 
at Stern Lumber Co., Suring, for 29 
years. He retired in 1980.

20 years ago • March 21, 2001 • Times 
Herald

GILLETT – Kirk Young begins his 
first year as coach of Tiger softball.

ABRAMS – Parents concerned 

about crowded school buses and long 
rides were pleased that another bus 
will be assigned to cover Abrams’ 
roads.

OCONTO FALLS – William “Bill” 
Warner, 65, died March 23 at home 
following a short illness with pancre-
atic cancer.

15 years ago • March 22, 2006 • Times 
Herald

OCONTO FALLS – Julie Meunier 
from Wells Fargo Bank presented Bill 
Kamke, president of the Community 
Healthcare Foundation, and Jim Van 
Dornick, CEO at Community Memo-
rial Hospital, with a gift commitment 
of $5,000 for the Community Memo-
rial Resource Initiative.

MAPLE VALLEY – A theft of a 
wood burning fireplace valued at 
$2,500 was reported. The fireplace 
was taken from a construction site 
where it was stored in an attached, 
unlocked garage at the new home.

10 years ago • March 23, 2011 •  
Times Herald

GILLETT: Citing a concern for 
the financial well-being of the school 
district, Roy Jonjak resigned as district 
administrator of the school district 
after two years on the job.

OCONTO FALLS: The state budget 
includes $1.48 million for a ranger sta-
tion and drive-through storage facility.

SURING: Eugene School was rec-
ognized for his 20 years of service to 
the Suring School Board.

5 years ago • March 23, 2016 • Times 
Herald

GILLETT: Gillett School District 
adds to computer cache after approv-
ing the purchase of 40 Dell Chrome-
books. The money used was already 
earmarked for replacement technol-
ogy for the charter school that has 
since been disbanded.

OCONTO COUNTY: “Discover 
Wisconsin” featuring Oconto County 
is set to air March 26. The episode 
features Oconto County’s ATV/UTV 
trails, the bay of Green Bay, Sweet 
Memories Candy Shop, history of 
Oconto County and the Nicolet Na-
tional Forest.

GILLETT: Gillett’s largest-ever 
Easter egg hunt drew more than 200 
people to the Gillett High School 
football field. The event was put on by 
Gillett Elementary School, Hillside As-
sembly of God and the Gillett Public 
Library.

From the archives of NEW Media and Oconto Falls 
Community Library.
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Initiative to help vaccinate vulnerable seniors
By RACHEL TREISMAN
Wisconsin Public Radio

The country’s rollout of CO-
VID-19 vaccines is picking up speed, 
with a third new vaccine ramping 
up production and an accelerated 
timeline promising enough supply 
for every American adult by the end 
of May.

Still, the process of finding and 
booking appointments remains dif-
ficult for many eligible individuals. 
Now, a new initiative by more than 
a dozen health insurance providers 
is aiming to promote health equity 
by making it easier for seniors from 
underserved populations to get vac-
cinated.

Andy Slavitt, senior adviser on the 
White House COVID-19 Response 
Team, said at a regular briefing that 
the pilot program will help 2 mil-
lion of the country’s most vulnerable 
seniors overcome three commonly-
cited challenges: questions about the 
vaccine, scheduling and transporta-
tion.

“This commitment came from 
organizations who have the call 
centers, technology and community 
relationships to run a pilot program 
like this, and it comes on the heels 
of our call to action last week to the 
private sector to use their talents and 
resources to help bring a quicker end 
to this crisis,” Slavitt said.

Through the Vaccine Community 
Connectors pilot, Slavitt said, provid-
ers will contact unvaccinated Ameri-
cans over the age of 65 who live in 
areas of “high social vulnerability” 
to talk about the efficacy, safety and 
value of vaccines. They will also fa-
cilitate registration and appointment 
scheduling, arrange transportation to 
and from sites and ensure individuals 
return for their second shot. Slavitt 
added they are looking to deploy mo-
bile vans in certain communities.

In a press release announcing 
the initiative, members of the trade 
groups America’s Health Insurance 
Plans and Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Association said providers will use 
enrollee data, analytics and govern-
ment resources to help identify vul-
nerable communities and tailor their 
outreach to them.

For example, they said, some 
communities will be best served by 
mobile clinics or language assistance, 

while others will benefit most from 
free transportation provided by ride-
sharing services.

“Improving health equity means 
setting important goals, removing 
barriers to better care and meeting 
people where they are,” said Tonya 
Adams, national spokesperson for 
the Vaccine Community Connectors 
program and chief customer experi-
ence officer at Regence BlueCross 
BlueShield.

The U.S. is racing to vaccinate its 
population in the face of a number 
of newly emerging coronavirus 
variants, and as several states have 
moved to roll back mask mandates 
and other public health directives.

Dr. Rochelle Walensky, director 
of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, warned at Wednes-
day’s briefing — as she has since late 
last week — that recent progress in 
slowing the pandemic appears to 
be stalling. The most recent seven-
day average of new cases stands at 
66,000, an increase of 3.5% over the 
previous seven days. And the most 
recent seven-day average of deaths 
increased 2.2% over that period to 
slightly more than 2,000 deaths a 
day.

She urged Americans to continue 
masking up, observing social distanc-
ing and avoiding gatherings, mea-
sures she said would determine the 
course of the virus in the “pivotal” 

months before the country can be 
vaccinated en masse.

Some 15.6% of the U.S. popula-

tion has had at least one dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine, according to an 
National Public Radio tracker.

S E N I O R  L I V I N G

Vaccine clinics are taking place Thursdays and Fridays at the old Lakeland Center, 504 Lakeland Road, Shawano. If you can’t get an appointment there, there 
is a new initiative to help seniors find locations that offer coronavirus vaccines.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

www.newmedia-wi.com
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Dear Savvy Senior,
I just turned 60 and would like to 

find out the best way to go about locat-
ing senior discounts. 

Looking to Save
Dear Looking,

One of the best, yet underutilized 
perks of growing older in the United 
States is the many discounts that are 
available to older adults. 

There are literally thousands of dis-
counts on a wide variety of products 
and services including restaurants, 
grocery stores, travel and lodging, en-
tertainment, retail and apparel, health 
and beauty, automotive services and 
much more. These discounts — typi-
cally ranging between 5 and 25% off 
— can add up to save you hundreds of 
dollars each year.

The first thing to know is that most 
businesses don’t advertise them, but 
many give senior discounts just for the 
asking, so don’t be shy. 

You also need to know that while 
some discounts are available as soon 

as you turn 50, most don’t kick in until 
you turn 55, 60, 62 or 65. 

Because senior discounts frequently 
change and can vary depending on 
where you live and the time of the 
year, the internet is the easiest way to 
locate them. 

A good place to start is at The-
SeniorList.com (click on the “Senior 
Discounts” tab), which provides a 
large list of discounts in categories, i.e. 
restaurant dining, grocery stores, retail 
stores, prescription medications, travel 
discounts and more.  

You can also search for discounts 
by provider. Go to a search engine 
like Google and Yahoo and type in 
the business or organization you’re 
curious about, followed by “senior 
discount” or “senior discount tickets.” 

Another good avenue to senior 
discounts is through membership 
organizations like AARP, which offers 
its members age 50 and older a wide 
variety of discounts through affiliate 
businesses (see AARPdiscounts.com). 

If, however, you don’t like or agree 
with AARP, there are other organiza-
tions you can join that also provide 

discounts like the American Seniors 
Association (AmericanSeniors.org), 
the American Automobile Associa-
tion (AAA.com), or for retired federal 
workers, the National Active and Re-
tired Federal Employees Association 
(NARFE.org). 

Here’s an abbreviated rundown of 
some of the different types of dis-
counts you can expect to find.  

Restaurants: Senior discounts are 
common at restaurants and fast-food 
establishments — like Applebee’s, 
Arby’s, Burger King, Chili’s, Denny’s 
and IHOP — ranging from free/dis-
counted drinks, to discounts off your 
total order. 

Retailers: Many thrift stores like 
Goodwill and Salvation Army, and 
certain retailers like TJ Maxx, Banana 
Republic, Kohl’s, Michaels, Ross and 
Walgreens stores offer a break to se-
niors on certain days of the week. 

Grocery stores: Many locally 
owned grocery stores offer senior 
discount programs, as do some chains 
like BI-LO, Piggly-Wiggly, Fry’s Food 
Stores, New Seasons, Fred Meyer, 
and Hy-Vee, which offer discounts on 

certain days of the week but they vary 
by location. 

Travel: American, United and 
Southwest Airlines provide limited 
senior fares in the U.S. to passengers 
65 and older, while British Airlines of-
fers AARP members discounts of up to 
$200. Amtrak provides a 15% discount 
to travelers over 62. Most car rental 
companies give discounts to 50-plus 
customers or those who belong to 
organizations like AARP. Royal Carib-
bean, Norwegian, Celebrity and Carni-
val cruise lines offer discount rates to 
cruisers 55 and over. And, most hotels 
offer senior discounts, usually ranging 
from 10 to 20%.

Entertainment: Most movie 
theaters, museums, golf courses, ski 
slopes and other public entertainment 
venues provide reduced admission to 
seniors over 60 or 65. And the National 
Park Service offers a lifetime senior 
pass for those 62 and older for $80 (see 
nps.gov/planyourvisit/passes.htm).  

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 
5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim 
Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today show and author 

of “The Savvy Senior” book.

SAVV Y  S E N I O R

How to search for senior discounts in 2021
By JIM MILLER

Special to NEW Media
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Schools have preliminary plans for graduation
Some schools returning to traditional graduations, others get creative with celebrating seniors

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Just over a year into the COVID-19 
pandemic, area high schools are still 
having to adjust their plans for gradu-
ation.

Most schools in the area plan to 
hold their graduation ceremonies 
in late May and early June. Due to 
the pandemic last year, most of the 
schools were forced to change that. 
This year, some of the schools are 
looking to return to that normal time 
slot to hold their ceremonies. As we 
start to return to normalcy, some 
schools already have preliminary 
plans on what graduates can expect 
to happen come May and June.

Shawano Community High School 
plans to hold its graduation cer-
emony on schedule on May 28, but 
instead of the traditional location of 
the school’s field house, it will once 
again be held on the football field, 
where grads can social distance, ac-
cording to principal Scott Zwirschitz. 
The 2020 graduation had to be post-

poned to August and held on the field 
with limited attendance from family 
members and limited to the presenta-
tion of the diplomas.

“We believe we can have more 
spectators outside than inside, but we 
will have a contingency plan to move 
it back inside the gym if the weather 
doesn’t look like it’s going to coop-
erate,” said Zwirschitz, noting that 
moving it into the field house would 
limit the number of spectators that 
would be allowed inside.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood High 
School is planning to hold its gradu-
ation ceremony in a similar fashion 
as last year. Weather permitting, the 
ceremony will be held on May 28 
at 6 p.m. on the football field. The 

graduates will be up in the bleachers, 
while guests of the graduates will 
be socially distanced on the football 
field.

“Having the graduation ceremony 
outside on the football field was suc-
cessful last year,” said principal Bill 
Hass. “We received very good feed-
back on doing it that way last year.”

The Bonduel School District is un-
decided of what its plans are regard-
ing graduation moving forward. The 
school board will thoroughly study 
trends and the amount of COVID-19 
cases that are present in the Bonduel 
area to decide what an appropriate 
celebration would be, according to 
Tim Mayer, high school and middle 
school principal.

Last year, the school held a virtual 
ceremony and presented it at the 
Shawano Cinema drive-in movie the-
ater, 1494 E. Green Bay St., Shawano. 
School principal Tim Mayer said that 
something like that could happen 
again this year. With all of the factors 
that are coming into play on how the 
graduates will be honored, Mayer 
hopes that it can be in person.

“It is difficult to plan a graduation 
at a facility outside of your own,” 
said Mayer. “I am hoping that we can 
have the graduation in person and 
together, but we will have to wait and 
see about the cases.”

Menominee Indian High School 
principal Chuck Raasch has prelimi-

nary plans of holding gatherings in 
the school’s gymnasium on May 26. 
There will be two separate sections 
comprised of graduates based on the 
letter that their last name starts with. 
Students whose last name start with 
A-L will be honored at 5 p.m. while 
those starting with M-Z will be hon-
ored at 7 p.m.

Each graduate will have four 
tickets to use to invite guests, accord-
ing to Raasch. Each person entering 
the gymnasium will have to follow 
the safety procedures put into place, 
including having temperatures taken, 
practicing social distancing and 
wearing masks. Each person will also 
be recorded for contact tracing. The 
gymnasium will be sanitized between 
sessions.

Last year, MIHS held graduation 
in its parking lot. Students got out of 
their cars to receive their diploma 
and were verbally congratulated by 
the superintendent and Raasch. The 
entire graduation was broadcast on 
Facebook Live.

“Our preliminary plans are to hold 
a somewhat traditional graduation 
this year,” said Raasch. “It would be 
nice to have everyone together.”

Gillett Secondary School is 
planning on having its graduation 
ceremony as traditional as possible, 
according to principal Jason Dreier. 
With just under 50 seniors this year, 
Dreier does not expect a lot of people 
to fill up the gym for graduation.

Dreier noted that there were 
roughly 50 graduates last year. With 
that number not being staggeringly 
high, Dreier hopes that the pandemic 
won’t be an issue. The graduation 
is going to be held on May 30. Even 
with the small gathering, the gradu-
ates, members of the school board 
and visitors are going to follow the 
COVID-19 mandates, including social 
distancing and wearing masks.

Last year, the graduates were 
celebrated online as each senior was 
highlighted in a Facebook post on 
the school district’s Facebook page. 
A YouTube video was also made of 
all of the seniors detailing their plans 
after school. Finally, a commence-
ment ceremony was held on the track 
in August.

“Our plan is to have a traditional 
graduation this year,” said Dreier. 
“We are still going to comply with 
the COVID-19 mandates for gradua-
tion, too.”

City editor Lee Pulaski contributed to this story.

“It is difficult to plan a graduation at a facility outside 
of your own. I am hoping that we can have the 

graduation in person and together, but we will have to 
wait and see about the cases.”
TIM MAYER, Bonduel High School principal
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OFHS spring play 
tradition returns

After a year of living with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Oconto Falls 
High School Drama Club is attempting 
a gradual return to normal with prepa-
rations of their spring production: the 
children’s tale of “Sleeping Beauty, 
Briar Rose,” by Max Bush.

But with COVID-19 protocols still 
in place at the Falls Area Performing 
Arts Center, tickets to the April 10-11 
performances will be pre-sold to fam-
ily members of the cast and crew only.

This version is based on the tales 
of Charles Perrault and the Broth-
ers Grimm. While hunting a deer in 
the deep forest, a prince comes upon 
a young woman sitting among the 
ruins of an old kingdom. As the young 
woman tells the prince the story of the 
abandoned castle, we see the events as 
they occurred 100 years earlier.

A king and queen long to have a 
child and heir to the throne, and — 
aided by Erda, the forest fairy — their 
wish is granted. For the celebration of 
Princess Rose’s birth, the king invites 
a number of fairies, but not Erda. 
Angered, Erda places a curse on Rose 
so that on her 16th birthday, Rose will 
prick her hand on a spindle and fall 
dead. The other fairies soften the curse 
by declaring she will simply sleep for a 
hundred years. The king will not allow 
Rose to leave the castle walls in fear of 
her death.

As Rose grows into a searching 
adolescent, her curiosity also grows. 
She meets Erda, who attempts to help 
her understand the wider world. On 
her 16th birthday, Rose pricks her 
hand and falls into a deep sleep. As she 
sleeps, she dreams, and her dreams 
begin to answer her life-long ques-
tions. When Rose awakes, she and the 
world around her have changed, and 
the prince, having recognized her from 
the story he’s being told, joins Rose as 
she emerges into her new life.

With direction provided by faculty 
member Gayle Gander, the produc-
tion is being led by senior student 
director Katelyn Staidl, who will 
also be performing as the Narrator. 
Senior Connor Romandine portray the 
heroic Prince Edmund in search of the 
enchanting Princess Rose, played by 
junior Paityn Keller. Standing between 
their happiness is the villainous Erda, 
portrayed by senior Gabby Wellnitz. 
The rest of the acting troupe is com-
posed of seniors Maddie Haines, Casey 
Fischer; juniors Kleo Van Dornick, 
Jessie Pumplun, Raina Coopman, 
Savannah Long; and freshmen Ashlynn 
Vanderheyden, Sophia Collar and 
Alaina Blaser.

Audience members are asked to 
wear face coverings and to abide by 
social distancing restrictions in the 
PAC.

COVID protocols prevent ticket sales to public

In this scene from rehearsals for “Sleeping Beauty, Briar Rose,” royal parents (Maddie Haines and Casey 
Fischer), along with their guards (Sophia Collar and Alaina Blaser), mourn the loss of the princess (Pa-
ityn Keller).� CONTRIBUTED
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Judy Kostreva sprays rows of seedlings in the controlled environment of The Flower Shoppe’s greenhouse in Gillett.

Spring may be slow to come to 
the north country, but it has already 
arrived in a few lucky indoor loca-
tions.

One such location is the green-
house operated by The Flower 
Shoppe, 100 S. Main St., Gillett. Its 
interior is packed glass wall to glass 
wall with seedlings as the owners 
prepare for the spring gardening 
season.

“We have 30,000 4-inch plants, 
1,000 hanging baskets and 1,400 
flats,” said Matt Rice, who was over-
seeing a planting day while the own-
er, his wife, Melanie Rice, worked at 
the company’s retail flower shop at 
224 N. Main St. in Oconto Falls.

“There are some plugs, but we 
mostly seed and transplant all by 
hand. There’s little automation,” 

Matt Rice said. Planting began Feb. 
1. He and his crew will care for the 
plants in anticipation of the green-
house’s April 24 public opening.

By then, he said, the greenhouse 
will be packed with flowers.

Geraniums are already starting 
to flower, as are some small petu-

nias, though the early blooms are 
often picked off to allow the plant to 
develop, Melanie Rice said.

This year, her husband added, 
he anticipates sunflowers will be 
popular choices for home gardeners, 
along with succulents. His choice 
for flower of the year is a mini petu-
nia called “Vista Pink,” but he knows 
that every gardener has his or her 
own favorites.

“We try to have enough variety in 
a small town, so you’re not planting 
the same things as your neighbor,” 
he said. “We try to introduce new 
things, but people have their favor-
ites. Some people like to mix it up, 
but others are more traditional.”

Ordering the plants for the green-
house is fun, he added. “It’s like 
looking through a Christmas cata-
logue when they come in,” he said.

The greenhouse also supplies 
baskets and container flowers to the 
Oconto Falls store, he said. While 
the outside gardens are just ramping 
up, Easter, Mothers Day and proms 
make this the busy season for Mela-
nie Rice’s indoor operation.

“People are excited for spring to 
come,” she said.

In indoor locations, 
plants are starting 

to show color
STORY AND PHOTOS 

by CAROL RYCZEK

Geranium plants are among the first to bloom in The Flower Shoppe greenhouse in Gillett.

Spring arrives  
at Oconto Falls
Spring arrives  
at Oconto Falls
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ABOVE: Melanie Rice, owner of The 
Flower Shoppe in Oconto Falls and its 
greenhouse in Gillett, arranges silk flow-
ers at her store in Oconto Falls.

Judy Kostreva tends a pot in a greenhouse full of small plants. In another month, the pots will be over-
flowing with flowers.

LEFT: Tags are ready for some of the 
30,000 seedlings being tended for sale.
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PARKVIEW
APARTMENTS

Oconto Falls
WHEDA

Subsidized Housing
1, 2, 3, Bedroom Apts.

MERIDIAN GROUP

920-846-3009
Equal Opportunity 
Housing

H O N O R  R O L L S
LENA HIGH SCHOOL

First semester
HIGHEST HONORS

Seniors: Brance Bethke, Elizabeth 
Burrows, Kennedy Marquardt, Chloie 
Potter, Alissa Wenzel.

Juniors: Logan Shallow, Megan 
Shallow, Samara Van Ark.

Sophomores: Makynna Herald, 
Reed Hosking, Breanna Koslowsky, Lily 
Miske, Mason Sobeck.

Freshmen: Dylan Dyer, Chloe Mahas, 
Lillyan Neta.
HIGH HONORS

Seniors: Kevin Chang, Teja Trepanier.
Juniors: Ruth Alberts, Bladyn 

Anderson, Korbin Carroll, Melanie 
Cops, Maverick Diehlmann, Kaden 
Frewerd, Kortney Kosch, Alexandra 
Kristof, Braeden Neta, Topanga Portier, 
Mason Simonson.

Sophomores: Olivia Bornhofer, Claire 
Brooks, Eliana Burrows, Quinlan Earley, 
Joshua Kristof, Natalie McNurlen, 
Chaela Rabas, Grace Seefeldt, Sidney 
Sylvester.

Freshmen: Madisen Cooper, Logan 
Graef, Sydney Hayward, Serenity 
Libassi, Braden McVane, Whitney 
Potter, Mackenzie Vorpahl.
HONORS

Seniors: Theodore Burrows, Morgan 
Cruz, Ariel Slatky, Dalton Thomson.

Juniors: Norman Amaya-Aguilar, 
Cody Dellise, Kalee Frewerd, Kaleigh 
Garrigan, Dawn Hurning, Nadia Keene, 
Lane Whiting.

Sophomores: Jacob Belongia, Dylan 
Comins, Ayden Decoursin, Ashlee 
Garay-Campos, Abbygale Garrigan, 
Bryce Kittredge, Aspen Magee, Samuel 
Marquardt, Kenneth Miller, Luke Misco, 
Austin Sievert, Elizabeth Weidner.

Freshmen: Kearstin Anderson, 
Cameron Duncan, Landen Fick, 
McKenna Garrigan, Alabama Lambert, 
Grace Madison, Anthony Seefeldt, 
Colton Skrobel.

LENA MIDDLE SCHOOL
HIGHEST HONORS

Eighth Grade: Kali Fischer, Tyler 
Shallow, Haley Van Ark.

Seventh Grade: Haileigh Boomsma, 
Erik Kosch, Noah Lasley, Samuel 
Peterson.

Sixth Grade: Riley Kipp, Lucas 
Koslowsky, Abigail Kostreva, Rachel 
Upton.
HIGH HONORS

Eighth Grade: Miriam Alberts, Eva 
Brooks, Maiyah Carroll, Dane Comins, 
Peyton Dorow-Wagner, Karli Fischer, 
Lily Ann Greetan, Macy Herald, Daphne 
Hurning, Kylie Imig, Della Kostreva, 
Hanna Parrett, Caleb Schlosser, Nadie 
Shallow, Vance Turecek.

Seventh Grade: Blake Behnke, 
Kaelyn Cook, Kyriana Bergevain, Cooper 
Demmith, Colt Miller, Max Peterson, 
Sophia Pirlot.

Sixth Grade: Kaitlyn Borkovec, 
Gianna Mazon, Ruger Potter, Adrena 
Rabas, Serena Sellen, Jordyn Thomson, 
Collin Van Ark.
HONORS

Eighth Grade: Mason Belongia, 
Timothy Benser, Ethan Earley, Marie 
Hayward, Madalynn Kushner, Ava 
Magee, Dylan Urbanek.

Seventh Grade: Ryan Borkovec.
Sixth Grade: Liliana Abel, Dash 

Comins, Laila Collar, Brenden Deering, 
Tyler Miske, Nolin Pashouwer, Bryce 
Schneider.
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RRUUMMMMAAGGEE--EESSTTRRUUMMMMAAGGEE--EESSTTAAAATTEE  SSAALLEESSTTEE  SSAALLEESS

RUMMAGE: Two day sale 
Friday April 9, 8AM - 3PM

NO SATURDAY
Sunday April 11, 8AM - 3PM

American Legion Hall 412 E. Main St.,
Lena. To man items to list. Sponsored

by  Lena Pathfinders.

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

A.A. Oconto Group: Mondays &
Fridays at 7 p.m. Wednesdays at 10
a.m. (open meeting) at First American
Lutheran Church, Oconto James 920-
834-6276. TF

AA Group Meeting: 24 hour group
every Wed. night. 8:00 p.m. at Masonic
Lodge on corner of Washington St. and
Caldwell, Oconto Falls TF

Co-Dependency Meeting Thursdays at
noon. St. James Lutheran Church, 1402
Main St., Marinette TF

Living Well With Depression and
Bipolar - Bellin Behavioral Health
Center, 301 E. St. Joseph St., Green
Bay, Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30
p.m. Contact: Jerry Kamke 920-544-
5596. TF

STRUGGLING With Your Private
Student Loan Payment? New relief
programs can reduce your payments.
Learn your options. Good credit not
necessary. Call the Helpline 920-777-
6880 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Eastern)
(WCAN)
WCAN (Wisconsin Community Ad
Network) and/or the member
publications review ads to the best of
their ability. Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are ready to take
your money! PLEASE BE CAREFUL
ANSWERING ANY AD THAT SOUNDS
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a complaint
regarding an ad, please contact The
Department of Trade, Agriculture &
Consumer Protection 1-800-422-7128
(WCAN)

BBOOAABBOOAATTSS//WWTTSS//WWAAAATTEERRTTEERR
FAMILY FUN STARTS HERE!
BOAT&PONTOON WORLD-
PONTOONS, SKI-WAKE FISHING &
BOW RIDERS, ATVs, SIDE X SIDES &
MOTORCYCLES. BEST PRICE &
SELECTION IN THE MIDWEST=SAVE
HUGE! AMERICAN
MARINE&MOTORSPORTS,
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM
SHAWANO 866-955-2628

FAMILY FUN STARTS HERE!
BOAT&PONTOON WORLD-
PONTOONS, SKI-WAKE FISHING &
BOW RIDERS, ATVs, SIDE X SIDES &
MOTORCYCLES. BEST PRICE &
SELECTION IN THE MIDWEST=SAVE
HUGE! AMERICAN
MARINE&MOTORSPORTS,
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM
SHAWANO 866-955-2628

WE BUY-
BOATS/RV/PONTOONS/SLED/ATVs&
MOTORCYCLES! “CASH PAID” NOW!
AMERICAN MARINE &
MOTORSPORTS SUPERCENTER,
SHAWANO 866-955-2628
WWW.AMERICANMARINA.COM

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR or TRUCK to
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3-
Day Vacation. Tax Deductible. Free
Towing. All paperwork taken care of!
CALL 844-374-3067 (WCAN)

FREE AUTO INSURANCE QUOTES
See how much you can save! High-risk
SR22 driver policies available! Call 844-
841-5198 (WCAN)

WWaanntteedd  ttoo
BBuuyy

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113
R114. Convenient. Certified
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit
RefrigerantFinders.com

WANTED Horse Machinery-
GrainBinder-Thrasher-Silo Filler-
HayLoader Barn for salvage Amish
farmer 715-697-2916 (WCAN)

EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTTEEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR! We
edit, print and distribute your work
internationally. We do the work. You
reap the Rewards! Call for a FREE
Author's Submission Kit: 855-725-7825
(WCAN)

BURGER KING®

is now hiring for all 
shifts  at our 

Bonduel location.
Please call for interview 715-758-7016

Home & office Cleaners Wanted
$600/Weekly

Cleaning Position: 
Available

Working Days: Mon-Fri
Time Schedule: 

11 AM - 2 P
Minimum Requirement

Email: henrya75312@gmail.com

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

$10K + in debt? Be Debt FREE in 24-
48 months. Pay a fraction of your debt.
Call National Debt Relief 844-528-5739
(WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE ON
YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 855-505-3069 (WCAN)
2017 GRAVELY PRO-TURN 460
Excellent Condition, 1300 well-
maintained hours, All service completed
by dealership. 60" deck with bagger.
$6950.00 Call Tom at 920-979-3200
(WCAN)

2021 SPRING BEE PRE-ORDER
www.bradsbeesandhoney.com

3 lb Bee Packages $160
5 frame NUC $165

Single & Double Hive
Brad 262-749-0716 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

4G LTE HOME INTERNET NOW
AVAILABLE! Get GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take your service with
you when you travel! As low as
$109.99/mo. 855-402-5579 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
AT&T Internet Starting at $40/ month
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-855-
770-5080 (WCAN)
AT&T TV The Best of Live & On-
Demand On All Your Favorite Screens
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12 months. Premium Channels
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime,
anywhere. Some restrictions apply w/24-
mo. agmt TV price higher 2nd year.
Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/ mo. is
extra & applies. Call IVS 1-833-574-
1746 (WCAN)

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies! Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters & more! To
learn more, call now! 1-866-944-3917
(WCAN)

ATTENTION: Auto Injury Victims! If
you have suffered a serious injury in an
auto accident, call us! Our attorneys
have the experience to get you the full
compensation you deserve! Call Now:
877-610-6675 (WCAN)

BE SAFE! Protect yourself, your home,
family, business & customers. Discover
an Amazing Patented Technology that
destroys over 99.99% of harmful
pathogens in the air & on the surface.
Call Today to Be Safe! 414-588-8595
(WCAN)

Become a Published Author!
Publications sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your FREE
author submission kits. 1-844-268-6554
(WCAN)
HEARING AIDS!! Buy One/ Get One
FREE! High-quality rechargeable Nano
hearing aids priced 90% less than
competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 888-716-1292
(WCAN)

Want to 
Lower Your Rent?
Check out the

CLASSIFIEDS   715-526-6188

Do you have a job opening 
need filled quickly?

Advertise it in the 
CLASSIFIEDS
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SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

Become a Published Author. We want to
Read Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-
Trusted by Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production, Promotion and
Distribution. Call for Your Free Author`s
Guide 1-888-612-0710 or visit
http://dorranceinfo.com/nnwi

CALL EMPIRE TODAY to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-228-5472
(WCAN)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE to get the
skills to become a Computer & Help
Desk Professional now! Grants and
Scholarships available for certain
programs for qualified applicants.
Call CTI for details.  608-999-3925 (M-
F 8am-6pm ET) (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-480-6097
www.dental50plus.com/nnwi #6258
DENTAL INSURANCE. From
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for (350+) procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Don't Wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wicommunity
#6258 (WCAN)

Did you receive a HERNIA MESH
IMPLANT in 2010 or later AND undergo
a revision or removal surgery? You may
be entitled to financial compensation. To
learn more, call 877-755-0606 (Mon-Fri
10am-8pm Eastern) (WCAN)

DIRECTV -Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-888-925-9452 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed.
$40/mo. 65 Channels. Stream Breaking
News, Live Events, Sports & On
Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. No
Commitment. CALL 1-855-732-1304
(WCAN)

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Research &
Development pros & presented to
manufacturers. Call 1-888-925-4494 for
a FREE Idea Starter Guide. Submit your
idea for a free consultation. (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call Today!
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
EARTHLINK High Speed Internet. As
Low as $49.95/ month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music
& more! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-
404-9615 (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
HIGH-SPEED INTERNET. We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availability to
find the best service for your needs.
Starting at $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top providers. Call
1-855-534-0408 (WCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR TO UNITED
BREAST CANCER FOUNDATION!
Your donation helps education,
prevention & support programs. FAST
FREE PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE -
TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-665-3370
(WCAN)

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during utility
power outages, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a FREE Quote today!
Call for additional terms and
conditions. 1-877-626-1009 (WCAN)

GENERAC Standby Generators provide
backup power during utility power
outages, so your home and family stay
safe and comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and conditions. 1-
888-355-6955

HEARING AIDS!! Buy One/ Get One
FREE! Nearly invisible, fully
rechargeable IN-EAR NANO hearing
aids priced thousands less than
competitors! 45-day trial. Call 1-877-
640-1757 (WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite Internet: 25 mbps
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download
speeds. Wifi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers! Limited
Time Call 1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)
Jody at City Looks in Gillett
New Client offer: $30 perm special.
Specialty perms $50.
Call Jody 920-855-1656
YOUR CAR, BOAT OR MOTORCYCLE
helps Rawhide provide mental health
services that redirect local Wisconsin
youth & adults from harmful decisions.
Donate Today! 888-653-2729 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

LIFE ALERT. One Press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home & on
the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE
First Aid Kit (with subscription). CALL
855-892-1134 FREE Brochure (WCAN)
LIFE INSURANCE Quotes Free!
Compare and see how much you can
save! Nation's top providers! No
obligation! Call Now! 855-397-9016
(WCAN)

M&M INTERIOR 
PAINTING

Call Mark Maijala
715-610-4346

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE: QUEEN
MATTRESSES FROM $199 40 Styles
on Display! All Sizes Avail.
PlymouthFurnitureWI.com 2133 Eastern
Ave Plymouth WI 920-892-6006 Open
Daily (WCAN)

SAVE $1000! - Give your Horse the
Gift of Health with a Bemer Horse Set.
Improves microcirculation for better
health, better recovery, better
performance! Brand New -Never used.
Orig. $4800, NOW $3800! (plus
shipping) Call 414-588-8595 (WCAN)

The bathroom of your dreams for as little
as $149/mo! BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options avail. Quality materials &
professional installation. Senior &
Military Discounts Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home
consultation now & SAVE 15%! Call
today! 1-877-651-1850 (WCAN
The COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs &
financial security. Have 10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We can
help! Get a FREE debt relief quote: Call
1-877-229-7927 (WCAN)

THE GENERAC PWRcell a solar plus
battery storage system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the grid,
prepare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-707-0232 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A
NEW SHOWER? American Standard
makes it easy. FREE design
consultation. Enjoy your shower again!
Call 1-844-479-1327 today to see how
you can save $1,000 on installation, or
visit www.newshowerdeal.com/wcp
(WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months! Call
920-600-8950 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)
(WCAN)

VIASAT SATELLITE INTERNET Up to
12 Mbps Plans Starting at $30/mo. Our
Fastest Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) &
Unlimited Data Plans Start at
$100/month. Call Viasat today! 1-866-
880-6125 (WCAN)

AAPPAAPPAARRAARR TTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXXTTMMEENNTTSS//DDUUPPLLEEXX

1350 E  Lieg Ave
$200 off1st Month Rent

Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled

2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.

$579 deposit $199
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr. 
$200 off 1st Month Rent

Beautiful
Fully Remodeled
1 or 2 Bedroom

Convenient location
Garage Available
Starting at $520

$199 Deposit
Tom

715-280-0525
For Rent: Suring 1+ bdrm Upper
apartment 1-2 people. Stove,
refrigerator, heat, water, no smoking, no
pets, references, security dep. & lease.
$425/mo 821 Main St. Brazeau’s 920-
842-2788

Suring 2 bedroom apartment. Recently
updated. Laundry hookup. No
smoking/no pets. Security deposit
required. $375/month. 715-938-7994

HHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  RREENNTTHHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  RREENNTT

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees
cancelled in 2019. Get FREE
informational package & learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! FREE
consultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. CALL 844-374-2565 (WCAN)

Leading smart home provider VIVINT
SMART HOME has an offer just for you.
Call 855-648-1923 to get a
professionally installed home security
system with $0 Activation. (WCAN)
----------------------------------------------------
SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insurance
companies. Get a quote within minutes.
Average savings of $444/year! Call
877-694-9013! (M-F 8am-8pm CST)
(WCAN)

HHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEEHHOOMMEESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
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Library celebrating 
National Poetry Month

April is National Poetry Month 
and Shawano County Library will be 
highlighting different poems, poets, 
and related activities during the 
entire month.

The Academy of American Poets 
describes the month as a time to 
“remind the public that poets have 
an integral role to play in our culture 
and that poetry matters.” National 
Poetry Month launched in 1996, mak-
ing this year the 25th celebration.

The library will be celebrating by 
offering a variety of virtual programs 
available on the library’s Facebook 
page. During the programs, patrons 
will see and hear friendly staff faces, 
a few star patrons, and a wide variety 
of poems. Poetry readings will take 
place every Monday through Friday 
in April at 8 a.m.

Other virtual programs include 
do-it-yourself magnetic refrigerator 

poetry on April 1 at 9 a.m., as well as 
learning how to make infused water 
through the Hungry Librarians pro-
gram on April 12 at 9 a.m. A Blackout 
Poetry event will take place April 14 
at 9 a.m., and patrons can learn how 
to make their own cake box journal 
on April 21 at 9 a.m.

There will also be a virtual chal-
lenge available through Beanstack 
(shawanolibrary.beanstack.org). Pa-
trons can sign up for a Beanstack ac-
count anytime and get started on this 
challenge on April 1. The challenge 
will allow patrons to explore poetry 
more fully through poetry readings, 
delving into the different types of 
poetry, creating their own Mad Libs-
style poetry, as well as many other 
great activities.

For information, contact the 
library at sha@shawanolibrary.org or 
715-526-3829.

WNA launches editorial 
writing, cartoon contest

As a continuation of its efforts to 
increase civic education and engage-
ment, the Wisconsin Newspaper As-
sociation Foundation has launched 
the Wisconsin Civics Games Edito-
rial Writing and Cartoon Contest.

The contest will celebrate the 
rights established by the First 
Amendment. The contest is open 
to all Wisconsin middle and high 
school students.

“We were thrilled by the en-
thusiastic statewide response to 
the launch of the Wisconsin Civics 
Games in 2019 and shared in the 
disappointment this year’s games 
had to be canceled because of the 
pandemic,” said WNA Foundation 
Board Member Eve Galanter, who 
helped spearhead the Wisconsin 
Civics Games. “We didn’t want to 
lose the critical connections that 
had been made or the momentum 
that had been built toward fostering 
civic and civil engagement.

“During this challenging time, 
we decided to continue these efforts 
with the launch of an editorial writ-
ing and cartoon contest.”

For the writing contest, high 

school students will be asked to 
write a guest column of 500 words 
or less about the First Amendment, 
and middle school students will be 
asked to write a letter to the editor 
of 200 words or less on the same 
topic. Students wishing to compete 
in the editorial cartoon contests 
may do so by submitting one First 
Amendment-themed editorial 
cartoon. Entries can be submitted 
online.

The entry deadline is May 15, and 
winners will be announced on July 1.

First-place winners will receive 
$500, second-place winners will re-
ceive $250, third-place winners will 
receive $100 and honorable mention 
recipients will receive $50.

In addition to being published on 
the Wisconsin Newspaper Associa-
tion’s website, winning entries will 
also appear in newspapers across 
the state.

Additional information can be 
found at wisconsincivicsgames.com. 
Those interested in providing sup-
port through a donation or sponsor-
ship can also find more information 
on the Civics Games website.
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S P O RT S

Deer season planning meetings running through April 1

The Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources announced March 
18 that the 2021 County Deer Advi-
sory Councils’ planning meetings will 
take place virtually March 22 through 
April 1 to discuss the upcoming deer 
seasons.

Wisconsin’s hunting legacy runs 
deep. Everyone has a say about the 
deer herd in Wisconsin, and the DNR 
wants to hear from you. Anyone 
interested in listening to their county’s 
meeting can join from the comfort of 
home.

Every county in Wisconsin has its 
own CDAC (https://dnr.wisconsin.
gov/topic/Hunt/cdac), and each 
spring they meet to develop recom-
mendations for antlerless harvest 
goals, antlerless tag availability and 
season options for their county. The 
recommendations for the 2021 deer 
hunting season are provided to the 

Natural Resources Board (https://dnr.
wisconsin.gov/about/NRB) along with 
recommendations from the DNR.

Councils will develop their rec-
ommendations using two meetings 
separated by a public input period to 
provide transparency and multiple 
opportunities for public input. After 
each meeting, the DNR will update the 
CDAC website with meeting sum-
maries and preliminary recommenda-
tions.

The councils will meet virtually via 
Zoom to develop preliminary recom-
mendations on harvest quotas and sea-
son structure options. Oconto County 
is set to meet March 29 at 6 p.m., with 
Shawano County meeting on March 30 
at 7 p.m.

Zoom link and and call-in numbers 
are available at https://dnr.wi.gov/
topic/hunt/CDACFind.aspx.

All council meetings are open to 

the public. Anyone wishing to provide 
feedback will be asked to do so using 
the online public input form available 
on the DNR website from April 12-25.

The agenda for each county’s 
meeting will include the develop-
ment of antlerless harvest goals and 
season framework recommendations 
for the 2021 deer season to achieve 
each county’s deer population objec-
tive. Options under discussion include 
the antlerless deer harvest quota and 
various season framework options 
such as offering the holiday hunt or 
extended archery/crossbow seasons. 
The public can view the presentations 
from DNR wildlife biologists regarding 
objectives at https://dnrmedia.wi.gov/
main/Catalog/catalogs/2021-county-
deer-advisory-council-county-wildlife-
biologist-presentations.

A second round of meetings will 
take place in May, during which 
council members will review public 
comments and make final recom-

mendations for the 2021 deer season. 
The DNR will review the final CDAC 
recommendations following the May 
meetings and provide CDAC and 
department recommendations to the 
Natural Resources Board for approval 
in June.

Each county in Wisconsin has a 
County Deer Advisory Council to 
provide input and recommendations to 
the department on deer management 
within their county. Councils work 
with local DNR staff to schedule meet-
ings, provide community outreach and 
an opportunity for public input, review 
population data and deer impacts on 
forests and agriculture, develop rec-
ommendations on county population 
objectives and create annual antlerless 
harvest quotas.

The public can submit questions 
about the process to DNRCDACWeb-
Mail@wisconsin.gov. Information is 
available on the DNR’s County Deer 
Advisory Councils website.

Feedback to be provided online in mid-April

CO L L E G E  B AS K E T B A L L

Wisconsin men finish 1-1 in NCAA Tournament
The Wisconsin men’s basketball 

team was unable to rally from an 
18-point deficit in a 76-63 second 
round NCAA Tournament loss to 
top-seeded Baylor on March 21 in 
Indianapolis.

The ninth-seeded Badgers turned 
the ball over 14 times in the contest, 
with most of the turnovers occur-
ring in the first half. Wisconsin 
trailed 42-29 at halftime and then 
was down by 18 points early in the 
second half.

The Badgers were able to cut the 
deficit to seven a couple times, but 
eventually they ran out of time.

D’Mitrik Trice led Wisconsin with 
12 points, while Nate Reuvers had 
11. Micah Potter and Jonathan Davis 
each scored 10 points off the bench.

Potter grabbed 10 rebounds to 
record a double-double. He also had 
three assists and three blocks.

Both teams converted 25 of their 
55 field goal attempts while each 
knocked down eight 3-pointers. The 
difference was at the free-throw 
line, where Baylor outscored Wis-
consin 18-5.

Wisconsin ends the season with 
an 18-13 record. The Badgers went 

just 10-10 in Big Ten play.
To open the tournament, Wiscon-

sin dominated from start to finish in 
an 85-62 win over North Carolina on 
March 19 in West Lafayette, Indiana.

The Badgers were led on offense 
by Brad Davison and Trice. Davison 
made five 3-pointers and 10 of his 15 
shots in a 29-point outburst. Trice 
converted eight of his 15 shots to 
add 21 points.

Against a taller and more athletic 
eighth-seeded North Carolina front 
line, the Badgers actually controlled 
the glass, out-rebounding the Tar 
Heels 37-34.

Davison and Davis led the team 
with six rebounds each. Trice, Al-
eem Ford and Reuvers each grabbed 
five boards.

Reuvers and Potter proved to 
be a strong last line of defense for 
Wisconsin, blocking four and three 
shots, respectively.

As a team, Wisconsin shot over 
50% from the floor, while holding 
North Carolina to just 38.5%. The 
Badgers made eight more 3-pointers 
(13-5) and only committed 11 fouls in 
the contest.

Wisconsin’s 85 points was tied 
for the second-highest mark of the 
season.

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Wisconsin forward Micah Potter, center, has his shot blocked by Baylor guard Matthew Mayer, left, in 
the first half of a second round NCAA Tournament game March 21 at Hinkle Fieldhouse in Indianapolis.
� MICHAEL CONROY | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Watts scores in OT, Wisconsin women win title
Daryl Watts scored a remarkable 

goal 3 minutes, 16 seconds into over-
time, giving Wisconsin a record-tying 
sixth national title with a 2-1 victory 
over Northeastern in the women’s Fro-
zen Four championship game March 
20 in Erie, Pennsylvania.

Watts had the puck behind the 
Northwestern net when Husky defen-
seman Megan Carter turned her back. 
Watts, the leading scorer in the coun-
try, intentionally banked the puck off 
Carter’s back and it deflected by goalie 
Aerin Frankel.

“Literally, I’m speechless right 
now,” Watts said after her 19th goal 
ended the fourth overtime game in the 
20th women’s Frozen Four. “I have no 
words. This is unbelievable.

“My mind is kind of a blur right 
now. I was pretty sure I could bank it 
off her.”

Second-seeded Wisconsin (17-3-1) 
tied Minnesota for the most national 
titles and technically is a back-to-back 
champion since the 2020 NCAA Tour-
nament was not held because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Tight checking kept two high-pow-
ered offenses in check until midway 
through the third period. Then the 
teams, neither of which had been shut 
out all year, swapped goals 39 seconds 
apart.

It started with Wisconsin fresh-
man Makenna Webster getting her 

eighth when she banged in a rebound 
of Casey O’Brien’s shot with eight 
minutes left in regulation.

Then Alina Mueller dug the puck 
out on the end board and found Chloe 
Aurand in the left circle for a one-tim-
er. Aurand went far corner top shelf 
for her 15th for the top-seeded Huskies.

Northeastern got a great opportuni-
ty late when Britta Curl was penalized 
for a cross check with 5 1/2 minutes to 
play, but goalie Kennedy Blair and the 
Badgers killed off their fourth penalty.

“We did a great job killing penal-
ties and having momentum a bunch in 
the second and third period,” longtime 
Wisconsin coach Mark Johnson said. 
“When we got that one goal, I thought 
that might be enough but give them 
credit. They came right back the next 
shift to it tie up. Then it comes down 
to one shot. I didn’t think it was going 
to come from behind the net.”

In addition to 2019, Wisconsin won 
titles in 2011, 2009, 2007 and 2006 in 
nine championship game appearances, 
all under Johnson.

“I haven’t met a national champion-
ship trophy I didn’t like,” Johnson said.

Northeastern (22-2-1) had a 22-
game unbeaten streak with 18-straight 
wins. The Huskies were in their first 
Frozen Four and were trying to win 
the school’s first NCAA championship 
game in any sport.

The Huskies, who had one penalty, 
were outshot 37-25 and held to one 
goal for only the third time this season.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CO L L E G E  H I G H L I G H T S

Des Moines Area
Gresham Community High School 

graduate Christian Haffner and the 
Des Moines Area Community College 
(Iowa) men’s basketball team suffered 
a pair of losses last week.

In a 72-70 loss to Indian Hills Com-
munity College (Iowa) on March 17, 
Haffner scored 14 points, hitting four 
3-pointers and a pair of free throws. 
He also posted three rebounds and an 
assist while playing 36 minutes.

DMACC dropped an 83-73 game 
against Southeastern Community 
College (Iowa) on March 20. Haffner 
tallied 13 points and had three triples 
among his five field goals. He also 
added an assist and a steal across 29 
minutes.

North Iowa Area
Oconto Falls grad Samantha 

Coron played in two matches for the 
North Iowa Area Community College 
women’s volleyball team last week.

In a 3-0 win over Iowa Lakes Com-
munity College on March 18, Coron 
contributed six digs, four assists and 

two attack kills.
Coron recorded 13 digs, two assists, 

three attack kills and a serving ace 
during a 3-0 loss to Des Moines Area 
Community College on March 21.

St. Norbert
Oconto Falls graduate and current 

St. Norbert College track and field 
athlete Emily Gonnering competed in 
four events during the season-opening 
Equinox Classic on March 20.

Gonnering’s top finish came in the 
javelin throw, where she placed sev-
enth with a top throw of 23.25 meters. 
She came in 11th in the discus (25.49).

Gonnering took 14th in the shot put 
(8.36) and didn’t post a mark in the 
hammer throw.

Bonduel grad Noah Beilfuss, 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood grad Simon 
Stewart and Oconto Falls grad Mason 
Sefcik all pitched in the same game for 
the St. Norbert baseball team. St. Nor-
bert lost 9-5 against Cornell College on 
March 19.

Beilfuss started the game and got 
the first six outs. He struck out two 
batters while surrendering a pair of 
runs on five hits.

Stewart got the next three outs, get-

ting a pair of groundouts and a flyout.
Sefcik worked the final two innings, 

allowing an unearned run on two hits. 
He struck out one batter.

Edgewood
Gresham graduate and current 

Edgewood College softball player 
Mackenzie Hoffman continued to 
produce for the team during several 
games last week.

During a 9-5 loss against Wisconsin 
Lutheran College in the second game 
of a doubleheader on March 20, Hoff-
man drew a pair of walks.

During a doubleheader against Al-
verno College on March 21, Edgewood 
won game one 12-9 before losing 10-9 
in game two. Hoffman singled, reached 
on an error and laid down a sacrifice 
bunt while also scoring twice in game 
one. In game two, she singled and laid 
down another sac bunt.

Hamline
Shawano graduate and current 

Hamline University (Minnesota) ten-
nis player Peyton Buerman competed 
in a doubles match during the team’s 
8-1 loss to St. Mary’s University (Min-
nesota) on March 19.

Buerman and doubles partner Janie 
Schwartz lost an 8-3 match at No. 3 
doubles.

Bryant and Stratton
Shawano graduate Bayleigh Laabs 

continued her strong season at the 
plate for the Bryant and Stratton soft-
ball team despite the team losing both 
games of a doubleheader against Rock 
Valley College (Illinois) on March 21.

In a 5-2 loss in game one, Laabs hit a 
solo home run for the Bobcats.

Laabs hit another homer in the 
team’s 13-4 loss in game two. Laabs 
drove in three runs and also walked 
once.

UW-Eau Claire
Suring graduate and current UW-

Eau Claire track and field athlete Mitch 
Stegeman was named to the U.S. Track 
and Field and Cross Country Coaches 
Association’s Midwest All-Region 
team in the heptathlon.

To earn All-Region honors, an 
athlete must be one of the top-five in-
dividuals in their respective region on 
the final tfrrs.org list. Stegeman came 
in fourth in the heptathlon standings to 
earn his spot.

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Wisconsin celebrates its NCAA title win over Northeastern on March 20 at Erie Insurance Arena in Erie, 
Pennsylvania.� GREG WOHLFORD | ERIE TIMES-NEWS VIA AP



The Gillett and Suring girls bas-
ketball teams each had four players 
named to the Marinette & Oconto 
Conference list, while Lena had three.

The conference did not break the 
all-conference players down between 
a first, second and honorable mention 
team, instead releasing one list.

Suring
Paige Krueger, Kate Mahoney, 

Kelsey Smith and Kylee Stelzer repre-
sented Suring on the list.

In Suring’s 13 conference games, 
when the team went 11-2, it was Stelzer 
that led the team in scoring at 14.1 
points per game. The senior also aver-
aged 3.9 rebounds, 3 assists and 2 steals 
per M&O contest.

“This honor means a lot to me due 
to the unknowingness of what this 
season has brought us,” said Stelzer. 
“I am thankful to be awarded the all-
conference honor.”

Krueger finished second on the 
team in scoring with 13 points per 
game. The senior grabbed 8.7 re-
bounds per game to go along with 2 
assists, 4 steals and 2.7 blocks.

“Making the all-conference honor 
(list) means a great deal to me, es-
pecially because it was my last high 
school season and we weren’t guaran-
teed to play,” said Krueger.

Smith, another senior, was the 
team’s top rebounder at 10.8 per con-
ference game. She also averaged 6.1 
points, 3 steals and 1.8 assists per game.

Mahoney, a junior, was the team’s 
top 3-point shooter in conference play, 
hitting 19 triples. She averaged 7 points 
per game.

The junior also averaged 3.2 re-
bounds, 2.5 assists and 1.2 steals.

After its strong conference sea-
son, in which it tied Coleman for the 
best record, Suring went on to win a 
Division 5 regional title before being 
eliminated in a sectional semifinal 
against Athens.

“This last year is one I’ll never 
forget,” said Smith. “The team stuck 
together all year which led us to a con-
ference and regional championship. 
I will never forget the laughs that we 
had on and off the court.”

Gillett
Aubrey DeBauch, Macy Franti, Car-

leigh Kaczmarek and Karissa Schaal 
made the list for Gillett, which went 
10-2 in conference play.

In those 12 conference games, it was 
DeBauch that led the team with 14.8 

points per game. She also led the team 
in rebounds (10.5) and blocks (1.8), 
while adding 2.8 assists and 3.5 steals.

“It stinks that they didn’t do all-
conference awards like usual, how-
ever, I am still thankful that they were 
able to do at least something this year,” 
said DeBauch, a senior.

Schaal was second on the Tigers 
in points (10.9) and rebounds (5.3) per 
game. The senior had an eye-popping 
5.2 steals per conference game to go 
along with 2.9 assists.

Franti, a junior, finished the con-
ference season with averages of 8.6 
points, 3.1 rebounds, 2.7 assists and 1.8 
steals per contest. Kaczmarek, only 
a sophomore, added 6.8 points, 2.5 
rebounds, 1.8 steals and a team-leading 
3.3 assists per game.

The duo will help lead the Tigers 
into next season.

Due to the pandemic, the WIAA 
tournament shifted the playoff division 
for many teams, and Gillett was one 
of the teams moved up. The Tigers 

had to play in Division 4, and won a 
home playoff game before a close loss 
to Crandon in a regional semifinal 
matchup.

“There were a lot of ups and 
downs, and many learning experiences 
throughout the years,” said Schaal of 
her time on the high school basketball 
team. “I will never forget freshman 
year playing with my sister (Kaitlyn) 
and making it to sectional finals! This 
was not how I pictured senior year to 
be but I guess it is what it is.”

Lena 
Kennedy Marquardt, Natalie 

McNurlen and Chaela Rabas all made 
the all-conference list for Lena, which 
finished 4-10 in M&O action.

Marquardt averaged 7.9 points, 6.2 
rebounds, 2.7 steals and 1.5 assists in 
conference play of her senior season.

“I think this honor simply show-
cases hard work,” said Marquardt. 
“Basketball has always challenged me 
and it has proved to me that time and 
dedication to the sport will allow you 
to succeed. I hope this honor shows 
my younger teammates to work hard, 
because it will pay off in the end.”

McNurlen and Rabas enjoyed 
strong sophomore seasons.

McNurlen led the Wildcats in 
conference play by scoring 8.1 points 
per game, just ahead of Rabas (8.0). 
Rabas was the top rebounder at 8.1 per 
game, with McNurlen pulling down 5.5 
boards.

McNurlen also averaged 2.8 steals, 
1.1 blocks and 1.6 assists per conference 
game. Rabas had 1.9 steals per game.
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Gillett, Suring place 4 girls on all-conference list
Lena has 3 players 

recognized
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Suring’s Kylee Stelzer, right, drives to the basket during a Division 5 sectional semifinal playoff game 
against Athens on Feb. 18 in Suring. Stelzer was one of four Suring players named to the Marinette & 
Oconto Conference list.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

ONLINE
The full story can be found at www.newmedia-

wi.com.

sports@newmedia-wi.com



Gillett Secondary School senior 
Aubrey DeBauch took the next step in 
her basketball career on March 19 after 
signing a letter of intent to play for 
Cardinal Stritch University.

DeBauch signed the letter of intent 
in front of family, friends and team-
mates while sitting inside the school’s 
auditorium with high school coach 
Justin Daul and future college coach 

John Pfaffl at her side.
“It means a lot,” DeBauch said of 

signing. “Now I can start planning my 
future instead of still trying to figure 
out where I’m going. I’m super excited. 
I can’t wait.”

DeBauch starred for the Tigers over 
the past four years, helping the team to 
plenty of success while also accom-
plishing individual milestones.

In her freshman season, DeBauch 
helped Gillett advance to a Division 
5 sectional final game. Gillett won 

another regional title before dropping 
a sectional semifinal in DeBauch’s 
sophomore season. The Tigers also 
had a playoff win in her junior and 
senior seasons.

As an individual, she eclipsed the 
1,000-point milestone late in her junior 
season and then set the school’s all-
time high mark in her final playoff win 
at Gillett. In the same game, she also 
topped the 1,000-rebound milestone 
for her career.

She finished with 1,377 points and 
1,043 rebounds in her career.

“I’m so proud of the group of girls 
I’ve been playing with over the past 
four years,” said DeBauch when asked 
about holding the school’s top mark in 
both stats. “Together, we made history 
and that’s something super special. In 
the future, I look forward to watching 
the rest of the girls play, it’ll be great.”

DeBauch landed on an all-confer-
ence team in all four years of her high 

school career. She made the Marinette 
& Oconto Conference honorable men-
tion team as a freshman before earning 
first team honors as a sophomore and 
junior.

She likely would have made the 
first team again this season, but the 
conference did not break the all-con-
ference list down into first, second and 
honorable mention teams, instead only 
providing a list of every all-conference 
player.

DeBauch visited Cardinal Stritch 
in the fall, getting to take in a practice 
and meet the team.

“They were all super welcom-
ing,” said DeBauch of the team. “They 
reached out to me right after that, mes-
saging me later that day.”

The Gillett senior then made the 
trip to Milwaukee to watch one of the 
team’s games in January.

“I can’t wait to be part of the fam-
ily,” said DeBauch, who added Stritch 
and her clicked and it just felt right for 
her to continue her career there.
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Gillett’s Aubrey DeBauch signs letter of intent
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

Gillett’s Aubrey DeBauch, center, signs her letter of intent to play basketball for Cardinal Stritch Uni-
versity as Gillett coach Justin Daul, right, and Cardinal Stritch coach John Pfaffl look on March 19 from 
inside the Gillett Secondary School auditorium.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com

ONLINE
For the full story, visit www.newmedia-wi.com.
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For the 15th consecutive year, 
the Wisconsin Freedom of Infor-
mation Council is presenting its 
Openness in Government Awards, 
or Opees, recognizing outstand-
ing achievement in the cause of 
transparency. Several of this years’ 
awards are related to the COVID-19 
pandemic that has forced wholesale 
changes in how government offi-
cials conduct the public’s business. 
All are predicated on upholding 
the public’s right to know. And the 
winners are:

Media Openness Award (“Mop-
ee”): Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Even in tough times, the state’s 
largest paper blazed a trail for open 
government. It fought recalcitrant 
officials to do records-based report-
ing on COVID-19 in long-term care 
facilities and meatpacking plants. 
It intervened in a lawsuit to op-
pose efforts to shield the names of 
businesses with COVID-19 cases. 
And it joined with other litigants in 
suing the state Legislature over its 
refusal to release records regarding 
misconduct investigations.

Political Openness Award (“Pop-

ee”): Milwaukee 
County

While some 
public enti-
ties embraced 
secrecy over 
COVID-19, this 
municipality 
was among the 
first in the na-
tion to release 

racial and ethnic data linked to the 
pandemic. The county created a 
public dashboard of demographic 
information about cases, hospital-
izations and deaths — data then 
used by Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
reporters and other members of the 
public.

Citizen Openness Award (“Cop-
ee”): John Doe

This unnamed person, repre-
sented by attorney Tom Kamenick 
of the Wisconsin Transparency 
Project, successfully sued the Madi-
son Metropolitan School District to 
enforce the ability of citizens to get 
records anonymously, as the Open 
Records Law explicitly allows. (Too 
bad we’re not having an awards 

ceremony this year; he could have 
come incognito.)

Open Records Scoop of the Year 
(“Scoopee”): Tie: Molly Beck, Mil-
waukee Journal Sentinel, and Emily 
Hamer, Wisconsin State Journal

Beck broke the story that Jim 
Troupis, President Donald Trump’s 
lead election lawyer in Wisconsin, 
filed a list of names of Wisconsin 
residents he claimed had cast illegal 
absentee votes which included him-
self and his wife. Beck checked the 
county’s list of absentee voters to 
confirm that Troupis was literally 
trying to disallow his own vote.

Meanwhile, the State Journal 
distinguished itself with Hamer’s 
persistent reporting on COVID-19 
in the state’s prisons, including pro-
tracted efforts to procure relevant 
records and the development of 
courageous sources to reveal dan-
gerous practices within the prison 
system.

Whistleblower of the Year 
(“Whoopee”): Peter Tharp

This municipal judge sued his 
tiny village of Roberts in St. Croix 
County over its failure to respond 

to more than 80 record requests 
made over a three-year period. 
In October, the village agreed to 
settle, providing more than 1,500 
records and paying $7,500 in fees, 
costs and damages. Tharp also had 
his attorney, Tom Kamenick, file 
a complaint identifying deficien-
cies in the village’s Open Meetings 
practices, and send a letter urging 
improvement, which Kamenick says 
it has pledged to do.

No Friend of Openness (“Nop-
ee”): The UW System

The state university system con-
ducted its search for a new presi-
dent in a shroud of secrecy, until 
only one finalist was left. Then that 
lone finalist backed out, in part due 
to the outcry over the process. The 
Board of Regents were forced to 
restart the process from scratch, 
urged by the Wisconsin State Jour-
nal to “learn from their mistakes.” 
That would be nice.

YO U R  R I G H T  TO  K N OW

The ‘Opees’ in the age of COVID-19

Your Right to Know is a monthly column distributed by 
the Wisconsin Freedom of Information Council (wisfoic.

org), a group dedicated to open government. Bill 
Lueders is the group’s president.

BILL LUEDERS

To the editor:
As you know, there is a spe-

cial election for Wisconsin’s 89th 
Assembly District on April 6. I’m 
writing to explain why I support 
Karl Jaeger.

Karl is currently an elected 
supervisor on the Marinette County 
Board. He’s pledged to reintroduce 
the CLEAR Act to regulate PFAS 
and supports restoring our “Prove 
it First” sulfide mining law. He also 
supports the recent budget to expand 
healthcare access and expand broad-
band throughout the state. He’s also 
said that he’s ready to go to Madison 
to do the work for our district.

By comparison, Elijah Behnke 
has said he plans to spend as little 
time in Madison as possible. When 
asked about PFAS, he declined to 
comment. He also doesn’t appear 
to have anything in the way of a 
comprehensive plan for expanding 
broadband access in Wisconsin. We 
need safe water, and we need high 

tech jobs if this area is going to 
compete with the rest of the world.

Right now, the lack of fast, inex-
pensive broadband access is making 
our businesses less competitive and 
our communities less desirable. 
Having broadband access in the 
21st century is the same economic 
driver that electricity was in the 
20th century. We need a represen-
tative who understands this and is 
willing to work to improve broad-
band access for everyone in rural 
Wisconsin.

The choice for me is clear. I 
support Mr. Jaeger because he has 
demonstrated his commitment to 
the citizens and communities of the 
district, and to the future of Wis-
consin as a whole. He has a history 
of public service and experience in 
the government.

I encourage my neighbors in the 
89th Assembly District to vote for 
Karl Jaeger on April 6.

Michael Moran, Suamico

To the editor:
There is a special election for 

state Assembly District 89 coming 
up and the two candidates have very 
different issues they are highlight-
ing. It’s not that they have different 
approaches to a similar set of issues, 
they are talking about completely 
different issues.

Elijah Behnke’s website address-
es guns, religion, abortion, election 
irregularities, etc. While most of 
these are fear-based falsehoods 
to me, even on his chosen issues, 
he offers no particular legislation 
which he would support if he were 
elected.

Karl Jaeger’s website lists clean 
water, health care, public school 
funding, and broadband expansion 
as his major issues. For each one of 
these, he offers specific legislation 
or actions he would support. Health 

care is a major issue for me, and 
I like Jaeger’s proposal to expand 
BadgerCare with Federal Medicaid 
dollars. The recently passed Co-
vid Relief package provides even a 
bigger incentive for Wisconsin to 
join 38 other states already in this 
program. That’s potentially billions 
of federal dollars coming back to 
Wisconsin which we originally paid 
to Washington.

All of our surrounding midwest-
ern states regardless of political 
party have already done this, saved 
their taxpayer’s money and expand-
ed health insurance. It’s time for 
some grown-up thinking in Madison 
and enough of the fear-based false-
hoods.

For me, the choice is clear — I 
am going to support Karl Jaeger on 
April 6.

Mark Smith, Oconto Falls

L E T T E R S  TO  T H E  E D I TO R
Backs the Democratic alternative Sees a contrast between Assembly candidates
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The Lena Lions Club honored Dalton Tucker Thomson as its Student of the Month for March.  Dalton 
is the son of Keven and Lisa Thomson.  He is a member of the golf and Hi-Q teams and served on the 
Student Council for three years.  His friends describe him as exuberant, funny, and kind-hearted. Dal-
ton’s community activities include working for Red Cross blood Drives and at Dairyfest. He worked at 
the Lena Dairy Barn for three years and currently works at Walmart in Marinette. Dalton plans to attend 
Texas Tech to earn a degree in engineering.  � CONTRIBUTED

Lena Lions Student of the Month
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M A R R I A G E S
Joseph Francis Braun and Allison 

Kelsie Lardinois, Chase.
Enrique Covarrubia and Lorenza 

Margarita Martinez, Oconto.
Jonathen Matthew Knaus and 

Bobbi Mari Graham, Gillett.
Justin Gennaro Suriano and 

Meghan Ann Kielpikowski, Oconto.
Kyle Duquesne Ogden and Tif-

fanie Marie Ermis, Maple Valley.

www.newmedia-wi.com
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