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Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers makes a throw during a training camp practice Aug. 22 at Ray Nitschke Field in Green Bay. 
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TRAIL IS READY FOR RUN
The West Side Trail, which wends through the woods near Oconto Falls’ West Side Beach, recently got an upgrade and will be ready for the Run for the Trails 
half-marathon on Sept. 26. SEE STORY AND PHOTOS ON PAGE 48 Warren Bluhm | NEW Media
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An Oconto man convicted of child 
sex assault nearly 20 years ago faces 
21 new felony charges.

Bond was set at $250,000 cash 
Thursday for David J SanRoman, 44, 
Oconto, after he was charged with 
four counts of first-degree sexual 
assault of a child under age 12, four 
counts of causing a child younger 
than 13 to view or listen to a sex act, 
four counts of exposing himself to a 
child, two counts of repeated sexual 
assault of a child, three counts of bail 
jumping, and one count each of child 
enticement for sexual contact, wit-
ness intimidation, and second-degree 
sexual assault of a child, having to do 
with incidents involving pre-teen girls 

that date back as far as 2016.
SanRoman was already awaiting 

trial on a bail-jumping charge from a 
Jan. 17 incident, in which he was ar-
rested after a domestic dispute with a 
woman with whom he was prohibited 
to have contact.

He had been charged with stran-
gulation-suffocation, battery and 
disorderly conduct for a domestic 
abuse incident that occurred in April 
2019, but a jury found him not guilty 
except for the misdemeanor disor-
derly conduct count. In March of this 
year, Judge Michael T. Judge placed 
SanRoman on one year of probation 
and ordered him to have no contact 
with the woman until the January case 
is resolved.

Judge authorized a warrant for San-
Roman’s arrest Aug. 24 after he failed 
to appear for a final pre-trial confer-
ence. In addition to the 20 charges 
related to alleged abuse of young girls, 
SanRoman faces a count of felony bail 
jumping for his non-appearance.

During Thursday’s court appear-
ance, Judge reaffirmed his order that 
SanRoman have no contact with the 
woman and also ruled that if he were 
to make bail, he can have no contact 
with anyone younger than age 18 and 
must maintain absolute sobriety, with 
no possession or consumption of 
alcohol or any controlled substance 
without a valid prescription.

Online court records indicate that 
in 2004 SanRoman pleaded no contest 
to second-degree sexual assault of a 
child and was sentenced to four years 
in prison followed by six years of ex-
tended supervision. He was sent back 
to prison in 2009 and 2012 after violat-
ing the conditions of his extended 
supervision, the online records show.

Judge adjourned SanRoman’s initial 
appearance on the new charges until 
Sept. 17. In the meantime he remains 
incarcerated in lieu of bond in the 
Oconto County Jail.
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An investigation by the state 
Department of Justice Division of 
Criminal Investigation concludes that 
two Oconto County Sheriff’s deputies 
were defending themselves when they 
shot and killed a gun-wielding suspect 
on May 17.

Jacob W. Bubb, 26, of rural Suring, 
died at the scene in the basement of 
the home where he sometimes stayed 
along County Road Z in the town of 
Bagley northeast of Suring. Oconto 
County District Attorney Edward 
Burke announced last week that after 
reviewing the DCI report, the deputies 
were justified in using deadly force.

DCI investigators submitted the 
report to Burke on June 17, and the 
Justice Department released 200 
pages, in redacted form, on Sept. 2.

Bubb was awaiting trial on a felony 
charge of substantial battery and mis-
demeanor charges of criminal damage 
to property and disorderly conduct, 
in connection with an incident that 

allegedly occurred April 10, 2019. In 
another pending case, he faced misde-
meanor charges of carrying a con-
cealed weapon, operating a firearm 
while intoxicated, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia after an incident 
that allegedly occurred Feb. 6, 2019.

A warrant was issued for his arrest 
after he failed to appear for a Feb. 13 
court hearing. According to the DCI 
report, the sheriff’s office had issued 
a caution report on Bubb’s warrant 
advisory because he had “commented 
that he’s not going back to jail,” and it 
was also known Bubb was a metham-
phetamine user and known to carry a 
handgun.

According to the newly released 
documents:

Deputies gathered information that 
Bubb may be staying at the residence 
on County Road Z and converged on 
that location. The homeowner told 
deputies that he wasn’t sure if Bubb 
was there but he had a place in the 
basement where he sometimes stayed.

The deputies, including Deputy 
Kevin Christensen and Sgt. Ben Schin-

del, went down to the basement and 
found Bubb sitting on a couch holding 
a handgun to his own temple. Schindel 
yelled, “Put the weapon down, put 
the gun down,” and he and another 
deputy deployed their tasers at Bubb.

Christensen told investigators that 
during the confrontation deputies 
yelled “drop the gun” several times 
and Bubb responded “I’ll do it” each 
time. After being tased, Bubb looked 
at Christensen “with a very angry 
look,” started to stand and lowered his 
arm from his head with the gun mov-
ing toward Christensen. At that point 
Schindel and Christensen opened fire, 
striking Bubb; Schindel said he fired 
two or three times, and Christensen 
said took eight to 10 shots.

Both officers said they feared for 
their own lives as well as the lives of 
the other deputies in the room.

Christensen has been an Oconto 
County deputy for more than three 
years, and Schindel for more than four 
years.

Deputies justified in fatal 
shooting, report concludes

Bubb had ‘commented that he’s not going back to jail’
By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

Convicted child sex offender faces new charges
SanRoman went  

to prison in 2004
By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor
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Student athletes from Washington 
Middle School in Oconto Falls will 
compete in sports this fall after all, 
after the school board reconsidered 
its decision to suspend fall sports until 
further notice.

During a special meeting Sept. 2, 
the board reversed its decision and 
OK’d fall sports and extracurricular 
groups to meet on a 6-1 vote.

The board had accepted the recom-
mendation of its middle school staff on 
Aug. 17 but reconsidered after hearing 
from coaches and parents who said 
students could be safe with the proper 
safety protocols to contain COVID-19.

Four schools that compete with 
Oconto Falls on the middle school 
level — Hortonville/Greenville, Free-
dom, Little Chute and Seymour — are 
moving ahead with fall sports.

Three others — Clintonville, Sha-
wano and New London — are plan-
ning to run fall sports in the spring. 
Girls volleyball will be played from 
mid-February through March, while 
cross-country and football are sched-
uled from early to mid-May through 
the beginning of June.

About a half-dozen speakers asked 
the board to allow the fall sports teams 
to play in the fall.

Rochelle Otto, head volleyball 
coach and a volleyball mom, noted that 
the district is moving ahead with fall 
high school sports and asked the board 
to give middle school students the 
same opportunity.

Under WIAA guidelines, which 
don’t affect middle schools, if schools 
are unable to complete at least half of a 
fall schedule, they may try again in the 

spring, Otto said.
“I’m asking you to give Washington 

Middle School students a chance to 
play this fall, and if it doesn’t happen, 
we can move to the spring season,” she 
said. High school volleyball players 
competed for seven weeks in a sum-
mer season with no cancellations, Otto 
said.

Carrie Hill of Oconto Falls Youth 
Football said the private organization 
is moving forward with 65 fourth- 
through sixth-graders and 15 coaches, 
and a GoFundMe page raised more 
than $8,000 in 24 hours to support a 
seventh- and eighth-grade program if 
necessary,

“This program is supported, 
wanted, and needed,” Hill said.

Jon Dunks, Washington Middle 
School instructional coach, said his 

recommendation to suspend fall sports 
has not changed. The number of posi-
tive tests for COVID-19 has spiked in 
Oconto County since late July, includ-
ing the county’s first three deaths from 
the virus.

“The recommendation that’s 
been given to you has not been made 
lightly,” Dunks said. “We recognize 
the fact that this isn’t what we want. 
We all would want for things to go to 
normal and for our kids to be out there 
participating in all athletics and being 
in school five days a week. We also 
recognize that the circumstances right 
now make that very difficult.”

The Oconto Falls School District 
opened classes Sept. 1 with students in 
school four days a week and Wednes-
day used for virtual learning and clean-
ing of buildings.

Board members Clint Gardebrecht 
and Adam Adler, whose sons were ac-
tive in sports during the summer, said 
the students and their parents should 
make the decision.

“Let’s not kid ourselves, seventh- 
and eighth-grade boys are still going to 
be out there practicing,” Gardebrecht 
said. “I would almost bet the school 
may do a more stringent job of holding 
the coaches and everyone accountable 
to strict measures, not that the Youth 
Football programs aren’t.”

Jan Stranz, the board vice president, 
cast the only no vote.

“I don’t want to put your kids at risk 
any more than I already have,” Stranz 
said. “I really struggle with that.”

Oconto Falls reinstates middle school sports
Administration had recommended suspending the season due to COVID-19

By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

Oconto Falls School Board members, from left, Pam Engel, Clint Gardebrecht, Ron Leja, Jan Stranz and Sharon Stodola-Eslien, sit underneath a projection of 
the meeting agenda during a special meeting Sept. 2. The board is currently meeting in the high school auditorium to allow for greater social distancing than 
its regular meeting room at the school district office. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com
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Proceedings of Sept. 3
Benjamin W. Buch, 19, Caroline, 

formerly Oconto Falls, waived his 
right to a preliminary hearing and was 
bound over on two counts of second-
degree sexual assault of a child, bail 
jumping, and exposing himself to a 
child, in connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred Jan. 1. Arraign-
ment was scheduled for Sept. 17.

A three-day jury trial was resched-
uled to begin Nov. 4 for Greylyn M. 
Gilson, 54, Lena, on charges of manu-
facture and delivery of methamphet-
amine, maintaining a drug trafficking 
place, possession of methamphet-
amine precursors, possession of para-
phernalia to produce methamphet-
amine, in connection with incidents 
that allegedly occurred Jan. 1 and Sept. 
6, 2019. A final pre-trial conference 
was scheduled for Oct. 26.

A bench warrant was authorized 
for Jacob W. Oestreich, 31, Oconto 
Falls, after he failed to appear for a 
preliminary hearing on charges of 
attempted aggravated battery and 
misdemeanor disorderly conduct, in 
connection with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred May 19.

Proceedings of Sept. 2
Michael A. Musial, 33, Phelps, was 

sentenced to six years in prison, fol-

lowed by six years of extended super-
vision, for homicide by operation of a 
motor vehicle under the influence of a 
controlled substance and misdemean-
or bail jumping, in connection with a 
traffic crash July 18, 2019, in Mountain 
that claimed the life of motorcyclist 
Mark Roovers, 61, of Appleton. Judge 
Michael T. Judge ordered that during 
those 12 years Musial must have no 
contact with the victim’s family, main-
tain absolute sobriety and complete all 
programs deemed appropriate by the 
Department of Corrections. Musial is 
not eligible for treatment programs 
that could result in early release, 
Judge ruled.

A Feb. 9 jury trial was scheduled 
for James Edward Bieber, 39, Green 
Bay, who is charged with operating a 
motor vehicle while intoxicated and 
operating with a prohibited alcohol 
content (both fourth offenses) in con-
nection with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Nov. 21, 2018. A final pre-trial 
conference was scheduled for Feb. 8.

A bench warrant was authorized 
for Scott Dakota Scott Clendenin, 20, 
Green Bay, after he failed to appear 
for a plea hearing on a charge of pos-
session of paraphernalia to produce 
methamphetamine, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Dec. 9.

Matthew B. Gilmour, 21, Neenah, 
pleaded no contest to a misdemeanor 
count of resisting or obstructing an 
officer, in connection with an incident 
that occurred Jan. 18. A related felony 
charge and two other counts were dis-
missed but read into the record. Judge 
Michael T. Judge imposed and stayed 
a one-year county jail term, placing 
Gilmour on one year of probation, 
ordered him to maintain absolute so-
briety during probation, and assessed 
fines and court costs of $463.

Proceedings of Sept. 1
A Sept. 9 jury trial was rescheduled 

to Nov. 18 for David W. Parmen-
tier, 69, Suring, who is charged with 
second-degree reckless endangerment 
and misdemeanor charges of resisting 
or obstructing an officer and disor-
derly conduct, in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred June 
27. Brown County Judge Beau Liegios, 
who is hearing the case because the 
defendant is an Oconto County Board 
supervisor, scheduled a motion hear-
ing and final pre-trial conference for 
Oct. 30.

A bench warrant was issued for 
Sylvia M. Mcvay, 41, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, for failure to appear at an Aug. 
26 preliminary hearing for possession 
of methamphetamine and misdemean-

or possession of drug paraphernalia 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred April 28.

Proceedings of Aug. 31
Randy R. SanRoman, 41, Green Bay, 

pleaded no contest to a misdemeanor 
charge possession of THC, reduced 
from a felony, in connection with an 
incident that occurred Sept. 27, 2019. 
Judge Michael T. Judge placed SanRo-
man on one year of probation and 
levied fines and court costs totaling 
$1,797.55.

Mary K. Krueger, 52, Gillett, plead-
ed no contest to misdemeanor charges 
of theft, criminal trespass and two 
counts of disorderly conduct, in con-
nection with an incident that occurred 
Dec. 17, 2019. A related felony charge 
was dismissed in a plea agreement. 
Judge Jay N. Conley placed her on 
three years probation, including two 
weeks in the county jail, and assessed 
fines and court courts totaling $1,737.

Dennis D. Buchholz Jr., 18, Oconto 
Falls, pleaded guilty to possession 
with intent to deliver THC, possession 
of THC (second and subsequent of-
fense), in connection with an incident 
that occurred Feb. 21. Judge Michael 
T. Judge scheduled sentencing for 
Nov. 13 and ordered a pre-sentence 
investigation.

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  S H E R I F F ’S  D E PA RT M E N T
Sept. 3

Deputies logged 58 incidents, including 
the following:

Wanted person — reported near U.S. 41 
and County Road W, Little River, 12:33 a.m.

Tree down — reported near County 
Road F and East Riverside Road, Lakewood, 
10:54 a.m.

Trespassing — reported in the 9000 
block of County Road G, Spruce, 1:28 p.m.

Tree down — reported near County 
Roads VV and HH, Underhill, 3:20 p.m.

Burglary — reported in the 7100 block 
of state Highway 22, Stiles, 4:17 p.m.

Tree down — reported near County 
Road T and Beach Lane, Doty, 6:39 p.m.

Drug investigation — at an address in 
Chase, 8:49 p.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 7000 
block of County Road I, Stiles, 10:07 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 400 
block of Brazeau Avenue, 10:17 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded to a 
property-damage crash near state Highway 
32 and River Road, How, 6:38 a.m.; and a 
personal-injury crash in the 7000 block 
of state Highway 22, Stiles, 3:38 p.m.; and 
logged one deer-related accident.

Ambulance — two ambulance calls 
were received.

Sept. 2
Deputies logged 52 incidents, including 

the following:
Suspicious — reported in the 10000 

block of Sandy Corners Road, Town of 
Gillett, 7:36 a.m.

Threatening — reported in the 15000 
block of Maiden Lake Road, Riverview, 11:12 
a.m.

Suspicious — reported in the 7000 
block of Kroll Lane, Chase, 12:11 p.m.

Squad damage — reported in the 13500 
block of Weller Road, Mountain, 5:07 p.m.

Attempted fraud — reported in the 900 
block of Eagle Drive, Sobieski, 6:59 p.m.

Tree down — reported in the 5000 
block of Pioneer Park Road, Stiles, 6:58 
p.m.

Property damage — reported at Gillett 
High School, 208 W. Main St., City of 
Gillett, 8:04 p.m.

Theft — reported in the 3000 block of 
Wiedenheft Lane, Abrams, 8:18 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies responded 
to an accident in the 12000 block of 
state Highway 32, How, 8:43 p.m.; and 
a property-damage crash near state 
Highway 32 and County Road H, Town of 
Gillett, 11:36 p.m.; and logged three deer-
related accidents.

Sept. 1
Deputies logged 32 incidents, including 

the following:
Suspicious — reported in the 15000 

block of Heller Lane, Doty, 4:05 a.m.
Unwanted party — reported in the 

4000 block of Sampson Road, Pensaukee, 
7:05 a.m.

Property damage — reported in 
the 17000 block of Meadow Parkway, 
Townsend, 10:52 a.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 800 
block of South Main Street, City of Oconto 
Falls, 12:50 p.m.

Suspicious — reported near West 
Brown and Cross roads, Little Suamico, 
2:05 p.m.

Harassment — reported in the 13000 
block of County Road AA, Breed, 4:56 p.m.

Agency assist — near state Highway 32 
and County Road CC, Town of Oconto Falls, 
6:25 p.m.

Theft — reported in the 11000 block of 
County Road A, Maple Valley, 7:14 p.m.

Disturbance — reported in the 300 
block of Columbia Street, City of Oconto 
Falls, 8:53 p.m.

Disturbance — reported at the Oconto 
County Jail, 220 Arbutus Ave., City of 
Oconto, 9:44 p.m.

Accidents — Deputies logged one deer-
related accident.

Ambulance — one ambulance call was 
received.
Aug. 31

Deputies logged 42 incidents, including 
the following:

Suspicious — reported in the 3000 
block of County Road S, Pensaukee, 6:54 
a.m.

Theft — reported near County Road H 
and Red Bank Road, Underhill, 8:25 a.m.

Controlled-burn fire — in the 9000 
block of Heinrichs Lane, Town of Lena, 8:48 
a.m.

Missing person — reported in the 3000 
block of Habeck Lane, Abrams, 12:59 p.m.

Weapon offense — reported in the 
1000 block of Cross Road, Little Suamico, 
2:19 p.m.

Attempted fraud — reported in the 
12800 block of state Highway 32, How, 
2:28 p.m.

Burglary — reported in the 7100 block 
of state Highway 22, Stiles, 2:51 p.m.

Wanted person — reported near U.S. 41 
and County Road W, Little River, 3:05 p.m.

Burglary — reported in the 9000 block 
of County Road G, Spruce, 9:09 p.m.

Ambulance — one ambulance call was 
received.
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School board stands pat on middle school question
Oconto Falls won’t consider future of Washington Middle School before 2022

By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

The Oconto Falls School Board is 
sticking with its original schedule for 
a referendum on whether to replace 
or renovate aging Washington Middle 
School.

The district is entering the fourth 
year of a five-year operational 
referendum; voters gave the district 
permission to exceed state-imposed 
revenue limits through the 2021-22 
school year, and the school board 
expects to ask voters to renew that 
commitment next spring.

Consulting firm Nexus Solutions 
has been conducting an audit of dis-
trict buildings, especially Washington 
Middle School, with an eye toward 
an extensive upgrade of the existing 
building or construction of a new 
middle school.

The plan has been to bring a new 
operational referendum to district 
voters in April 2021 and to present 
a plan for the future of the middle 
school and other district buildings in 
2022.

Mike David, director of business 
development for Nexus, suggested 
the board consider bringing both 
referendum questions forward next 
spring.

“It allows you to address the con-
struction faster,” David said. “Con-
struction inflation over the last 50 
years have averaged over 5% a year 
… You also have some interest-rate 
concerns to consider,” with borrow-
ing rates at all-time lows.

Holding the two votes together 
would reduce the possibility of “refer-
endum fatigue” that might be caused 
by presenting referendum questions 
two years in a row, David said.

He prefaced his remarks by saying 
the timing doesn’t matter to Nexus; 
the consultant just wants the board to 
know its options.

Superintendent Dean Hess recom-
mended that the board stick with the 
original plan, in part because so many 
other challenges are in progress right 
now, especially the response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“There are a lot of things going on 
that are outside our control,” he said. 
“The operational referendum is the 
greater priority.”

Hess also said he’s concerned 
that the process would feel 
“rushed” with not enough time to 
fully inform taxpayers about the 

reasons for the questions.
The board agreed with Hess’ 

reasoning.
“I’m a little hesitant to lay a build-

ing referendum on the community 
when we’re in uncertain times here,” 

board President Ron Leja said. “Some 
people don’t know where their jobs 
are going … I agree that the opera-
tional plan needs to go first; if we 
don’t have that, the capital plan may 
need to be reduced.”

Board member Sharon Stodola-Es-
lien said it would be “insensitive” to 
move too fast in uncertain economic 
times.

A referendum on the replacement or renovation of Washington Middle School in Oconto Falls is tentatively being considered for April 2022. 
 WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Some parts of what is now Washington Middle School are more than a century old, dating to its past as Oconto Falls High School.
WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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OBITUARIES
Justin M. Diemel

Justin M. Diemel, 24, of Navarino, 
was taken, along with his big brother, 
Nick, from his family on July 21, 2019. 
He was born on May 9, 1995, to Jack 
and Pamela (Glatz) Diemel.

Justin was living his dream operat-
ing Diemel’s Livestock with his broth-
ers, Brandon and Nick.

At a young age, Justin worked with 
his father in the family concrete busi-
ness where he learned his work ethic.

Justin loved going on road trips 
with Taylor, and especially enjoyed 
hunting with her in the same stand for 
the past seven years. Hunting with his 
dad and brothers was also very impor-
tant to him. He always agreed to every 
adventure that Taylor had planned for 
them.

He loved his dog, Sophie, and going 
for ice cream with Taylor nearly every 
day. He had the most beautiful smile 
that anyone could have. Justin was a 
special friend to so many people, it’s 
hard to know how many friends he re-
ally had. Justin always looked forward 
to the family gatherings.

Justin is survived by the love of 
his life, Taylor Moeller; parents, Jack 
Diemel and Pamela Diemel; brothers, 
Eric (Daniel) and Brandon (Baylee) Di-
emel; sister-in-law, Lisa Diemel; nieces 

and nephews, 
Parker, Addison, 
Coen and Emer-
syn; grandparents, 
James and Carol 
Diemel and No-
raine Glatz. He is 
further survived 
by aunts, uncles, 
cousins, other 

relatives, and friends.
Justin was preceded in death by 

his infant sisters, Nicole and Jennifer 
Diemel; and grandfather, Roland Glatz.

A visitation for Justin will take 
place at Navarino Ball Diamond, 
W5173 State Highway 156, Bonduel, on 
Sunday, Sept. 27, 2020 from noon until 
a memorial service at 3 p.m. with Pas-
tor Ty Stoneburner officiating. Muehl-
Boettcher Funeral Home, Seymour, is 
assisting the family with arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can 
be made online via Justin’s obituary at 
www.muehlboettcher.com

Online condolences may be ex-
pressed to the Diemel family at www.
muehlboettcher.com

The entire Diemel family thanks 
our families, friends, and communities 
for all of the help and support during 
the most difficult time.

Warren A. Olson

Warren A. Olson, 90 of Birnam-
wood, died peacefully on Saturday, 
Sept. 5, 2020 under the care of 
LeRoyer Hospice and Care Partners, 
Antigo.

He was born on Feb. 18, 1930 in 
Milwaukee, the son of Thorval and 
Doris (Holbrook) Olson.

Warren served his country in 
the United States Air Force during 
the Korean War from 1951 to 1954. 
He was united in marriage to Peggy 
Carlson on June 19, 1954 
in Antigo.

After his discharge 
from the Air Force, 
he began his lifelong 
career of farming.

Warren was an active member of 
the Mattoon Church of the Nazarene 
where he served as a church board 
member for many years. He also 
served 16 years on the Wittenberg-
Birnamwood School District Board 
of Education and was president for 
several years. Warren served on the 
town of Birnamwood board as well 
as the Farmers Home Administra-
tion board. His favorite hobby was to 
keep his yard mowed and he always 
kept it neat.

Warren is survived by his wife, 
Peggy; three sons, Michael (Toni), 
Kurt (Cindy), and Jack (Danielle); 

seven grand-
children, Todd 
(Cindy), Brent 
(Jordyn), Shelly 
(Karl) Spaay, 
Katrina, Kurt Jr. 
(Krysta), Steven 
(Aleshia), and 
Cody; seven 
great-grandchil-

dren, Carter, Luke, Evan, Emma, 
Reid, Brayden, and Declan; sisters-in-
law, Connie Balis and Julie Olson.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents and his sister and her hus-
band, Betty (Gordon) Pierce.

A funeral service will be held at 
11 a.m., on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020 
at Mattoon Church of the Nazarene. 
Rev. Robert Hess and Rev. Todd 
Olson will officiate. Burial will be 
in Woodlawn Cemetery, town of 
Hutchins, Shawano County, with 
military rites conducted by the John 
Owen American Legion Post #287, 
Mattoon. Visitation will be held from 
9 a.m. on Saturday, at the church, 
until the time of service.

Schmidt and Schulta Funeral 
Home, Birnamwood, is assisting the 
family with funeral arrangements. 
Memories and messages of support 
may be shared at schmidtschulta.
com.Nicholas J.T. Diemel

Nicholas J.T. “Nick” Diemel, 34, 
of Navarino, was taken, along with 
his baby brother, Justin, from his 
family on July 21, 2019. He was born 
on Sept. 25, 1984, to Jack and Pamela 
(Glatz) Diemel.

He was united in marriage to 
his high school sweetheart, Lisa, on 
Oct. 5, 2013, at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Cicero.

Nick was living his dream oper-
ating Diemel’s Livestock with his 
brothers, Brandon and Justin. At a 
young age, Nick worked with his fa-
ther in the family concrete business, 
where he learned his work ethic.

Nick loved to go hunting, fishing, 
and trapping with his dad, broth-
ers, and sons. His dog, Kira, went 
with Nick everywhere in the truck 
until she was no longer able to. Nick 
always looked forward to the family 
gatherings and cooking on the grill. 
He was a very good provider to his 
family and loving father to his chil-
dren, and good friend to many.

Nick is survived by his wife, 
Lisa; children, Parker, Addison, 
Coen, and Emersyn; parents, Jack 
Diemel and Pamela Diemel; broth-
ers, Eric (Daniel) and Brandon 
(Baylee) Diemel; grandparents, 
James and Carol Diemel and No-

raine Glatz; and 
mother-in-law, 
Julie Schwarz. 
He is further sur-
vived by aunts, 
uncles, cousins, 
other relatives 
and friends.

Nick was pre-
ceded in death 

by his infant sisters, Nicole and 
Jennifer Diemel; and grandfather, 
Roland Glatz.

A visitation for Nick will take 
place at Navarino Ball Diamond, 
W5173 State Highway 156, Bonduel, 
on Sunday, Sept. 27, 2020, from 
noon until a memorial service at 3 
p.m. with Pastor Ty Stoneburner 
officiating.

Muehl-Boettcher Funeral Home, 
Seymour, is assisting the family with 
arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, memorials can 
be made online via Nick’s obituary 
at www.muehlboettcher.com

Online condolences may be 
expressed to the Diemel family at 
www.muehlboettcher.com

The entire Diemel family thanks 
our families, friends, and communi-
ties for all of the help and support 
during the most difficult time.

Betty Dawson

Betty Dawson (nee Schoepke), 93, 
born in Wittenberg on Sept. 19, 1926, 
and passed peacefully into the Lord’s 
embrace on May 13, 2020.

A memorial service and burial 
will be at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Wittenberg on Sept. 19, 
2020, at 2 p.m.

David A. Zielinski

David A. Zielinski, 67, of Spruce, 
died peacefully at St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Green Bay on Aug. 26, 2020.

He was born on July 4, 1953, in 
Chicago, Illinois, to the late Victor and 
Florence (Kalemba) Zielinski. David 
was the fifth-born of 10 children and 
definitely was the family prankster. His 
remaining siblings are Kenneth (Kate 
Lein) Zielinski, Okemus, Michigan, 
Charles Zielinski, Oconto Falls, Peter 
Zielinski, Baileys Harbor, Linda (Da-
vid) Derus, Menomonee Falls, Brian 
(Ernie Guomas) Zielinski, Sonoma, 
California, Christopher Zielinski, 
Spruce, Paul (Debra) Zielinski, Oconto 
Falls, Anthony (Jean) Zielinski, Oconto 
Falls and Kathleen (Beeb) Zielinski, 
Spruce.

David graduated from Oconto Falls 
High School in 1971. He ran the family 
farm for several years prior to working 
for a basement water-proofing com-
pany and then did concrete construc-
tion work until he retired.

David married 
Mary K. Fredrick 
on July 6, 1974. 
Mary preceded 
David in death. 
Survivors include 
their children, 
Richard (Chris-
tine) Zielinski of 
Pound, Joseph 

Zielinski of Green Bay. He was a lov-
ing grandfather to Edward, Melaney 
and Patrick.

David married Lori L. Mercier. Sur-
vivors include Lori and their children, 
Nicole Zielinski of Oconto, Kyle Zie-
linski of Oconto, and Brandon (Mina) 
Zielinski of Las Vegas, Nevada.

David was an avid hunter and 
fisherman for many years and a huge 
vegetable gardener. His garden pro-
duce was, in most part, given to friends 
and family to enjoy. He was an excel-
lent pool shot and could fix anything 
mechanical.
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Nick Kinziger

Nick “The Bear” Kinziger, 76, was 
unexpectedly called to his heavenly 
home in the early morning hours of 
March 20, 2020, with his wife, Peg, by 
his side. Battling a few health issues 
over the past few years, Nick was 
working really hard to turn his health 
around. Born on Dec. 16, 1943, he was 
the first born of eight children to Alfred 
and Marion (Maloney) Kinziger.

In his early years, Nick attended and 
graduated from Coleman High School. 
He helped with the family business 
at Kinziger Meat Lockers in Pound 
while pursuing quite an illustrious high 
school football and wrestling career. 
As a junior, he qualified to compete at 
state in the 180 pound division. It was 
in those days that he earned his nick-
name given to him by his famed wres-
tling coach Jim Douglas. He thought it 
appropriate that Nick be knighted with 
a title of several names, thus Nicholas 
George Murray Butler Kinziger Esquire 
Jr. The Bear was born.

When a Crivitz area dairy farmer, 
Norbert Doyle, discovered a black bear 
was crashing through his corn field at 
night devouring nearly mature corn 
cobs, he asked Nick and his brothers 
to rid him of the nocturnal pest. One 
evening, on a moonless night, Nick set 
up in the field while his brothers cre-
ated a noisy diversion, driving the bear 
toward Nick. In total darkness, Nick 
heard the beast approach and when it 
loomed in front of him, barely visible in 
the dark, Nick fired, killing the bear.

Coleman High School wrestling 

coach Jim Douglas 
learned of Nick’s 
adventure and 
nicknamed him 
Nick “The Bear.” 
The media picked 
up on Kinziger’s 
exploit and nick-
name and ran with 
it when reporting 

Coleman weekly wrestling results.
Nick went on to teachers college 

earning his Bachelor of Science and 
master’s degree from University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh. On Dec. 28, 1963, 
he married Dorothy Mae O’Brien, 
of Amberg. They had one daughter, 
Nikkie Lee. Nick and Dodie lived just 
north of Lena during their married 
years where they had Nik-A-Doo Farm. 
They were quite active in raising show 
and race horses along with a few show 
dogs.

Bear spent his first two years teach-
ing in the Goodman School District 
and then took a job teaching science/
chemistry at Oconto Falls Washington 
Middle School where he spent the next 
33 years. There, Nick resurrected the 
wrestling program that Oconto Falls 
now has today, where he coached them 
to many titles and state champions. 
Nick retired in 1999, and a year ago, 
he was inducted into the Panther Area 
Wrestling Hall of Fame. It is an honor 
he still couldn’t believe was bestowed 
upon him.

After his retirement, Bear had 
ample opportunity to take advantage of 

the many things he enjoyed to doing. 
A passion for the outdoors, he was an 
avid fisherman, hunter and snowmobil-
er, and in his earlier days Nick enjoyed 
golfing and riding his motorcycle. Cur-
rently his love was watching his judge 
shows, telling Alexa to play something, 
morning breakfasts with the boys club 
at the restaurant and most of all spend-
ing time with his buddies, brothers, and 
nephews at the cabin. Any day on the 
water/ice was a good day to him. He 
loved going to his daughters home to 
play with her puppies.

One wouldn’t know it, but Nick was 
a great cook, and he had an amazing 
singing voice. Bear was an avid Packers 
and Brewers fan, but wrestling never 
left his blood. He was very happy to 
see his great-nephew John win third 
place in his state title bout just a couple 
of weeks ago.

On Nov. 2, 2002, Nick married the 
love of his life, Margaret (Peg) Winters 
from Phelps, where she owned Sand 
Lake Pub and Wintersland Storage. 
Upon marrying Nick, they lived in 
Crivitz on Left Foot Lake with his lov-
ing dogs Lacey and Gidget (and Moose, 
Liza Dootlittle and Budman who have 
previously passed). There he was able 
to just walk across the lake to fish.

He took great enjoyment out of 
watching the deer and birds come into 
his yard where he could watch them 
closely from his man cave. In that man 
cave, Nick ran several side businesses 
in his spare time. He wasn’t happy 
if he wasn’t talking to someone on 

the phone. His beautiful smile would 
brighten any room.

For as much as Nick was a conver-
sationalist, he was a journalist. He has 
kept a daily diary for over 41 years. 
There’s not a date, time or incident 
that he didn’t write down if it was 
important to him. So dedicated to this 
lifelong passion, he even journaled 
when he was on his fishing and hunt-
ing trips.

Surviving are his loving wife, Peg 
Winters-Kinziger; his daughter, Nikkie; 
brothers, Pat (Joanne) and Fred (Shir-
ley); sisters Shirley Kinziger (Colin), 
Ann Cornelius (Paul), Kathy Gilbertson 
(Jim), Kristy Baenen (Wayne) and Mi-
chelle Schounard (Mike); his godsons, 
Nick Gilbertson and Seth Shounard; 
his many nieces and nephews; other 
relatives; and his dear friends past and 
present Darryl Vandriesse, Fred Carl-
son, Jim (Pug) Douglas, Mike Krause, 
Gerry Krause, Russell Martens, Bob 
Koenig, Jack Magnin, Mike Kaczmarek, 
Dan Stodola, Dan Bieber, Craig Gilb-
ertson, Nick Skolsky, Jerry Polzin, Jerry 
Martens, Chuck Kesul, Frank Maleski, 
Jim White and the many, many others.

Preceding him in death were his 
parents, Alfred and Marion Kinziger; 
his youngest brother, Colin; brother-in-
law, Paul; and nephew, Christopher.

Delayed service date will be Satur-
day, Sept. 12, 2020 at St. Ann’s Church, 
228 Main St, Coleman. Visitation will 
be at 9-11:45 a.m. Service begins at 
noon. Luncheon to follow at The Cot-
tage, 4010 Old Highway 141, Pound.

Doris R. Hoffman

Doris R. Hoffman, 96, of the Town 
of Waukechon, Shawano, passed away 
on Wednesday, Sept. 2, 2020. Doris was 
born on July 14, 1924, to the late Emil 
and Ella (Schachtschneider) Habeck in 
Clintonville. She graduated from Clin-
tonville High School in 1942.

Doris worked at FWD in Clinton-
ville until she was married. On Aug. 12, 
1950, Doris was united in marriage to 
Martin Hoffman at St. Peters Lutheran 
Church in Pella Opening. They owned 
and operated the family farm in Bon-
duel until Martin’s passing on Feb. 8, 
1997. Doris then moved to Shawano. 
She was a member of the Widows 
Club, 55+ Club, Highlander Homemaker 
Club, Tops Club Wisconsin 867 for 28 
years where she served in every office 
and known as the “sunshine lady” and 

always shared a 
good joke.

Doris was a 
member of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church 
in Bonduel where 
she became an 
honorary member 
of the Mission 
Circle. She loved 

to dance to polka music and enjoyed 
listening to it as well on Sunday morn-
ing television. Doris loved to play 
sheephead, she continued to play while 
battling dementia and stated that she 
was still sharp for a good game of cards 
and shoot the moon. She was known 
for her sense of wit and infectious smile 
and it will be missed by all.

Doris dearly loved her grandchil-

dren, but she especially cherished her 
great-grandchildren. She will be dearly 
missed by all who knew and loved her.

Doris is survived by her daughter, 
Diane (Tom) Eggert; grandchildren, 
Corey (Dustin) Beyer, of Shawano, 
Jason (Erica) Eggert, of Shawano, Jacob 
(fiancé Megan) Eggert, of Shawano, 
Craig Hoffman, of Shawano, Christine 
(Josh) Eliason, of Madison, and Katie 
(Adam) Mix, of Pennsylvania; great-
grandchildren, Parker, Maci, Lauren, 
Laney, Lincoln, Brendon, Owen, Quinn, 
Ezra, Emerson, Brianna and Bryce; 
special niece Mary (Craig Wians) Jung; 
nieces and nephews, Lois Clayton, 
Lynn Hansen, Jim (Karen) Habeck, Jim 
Weber, and Dick (Donna) Hoffman; 
special godson, David Breutzman; other 
relatives and friends. She was preceded 

in death by her parents; husband, Mar-
tin; son, Wayne Hoffman; and brother, 
Herb (Nelda) Habeck.

A funeral service for Doris was held 
at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 6, 2020, at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in Bonduel with 
the Rev. Timothy Shoup officiating. 
Burial was in St. Paul Lutheran Cem-
etery.

The family of Doris would like to 
extend a special thank you to Mead-
owview Estates in Bonduel for the won-
derful care given over the past several 
years, especially to Melissa and other 
caregivers; as well as Shawano Health 
Services for the wonderful care given 
by Melanie, Carla and other caregivers, 
to Doris over the last few days of her 
life.

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com

Rickey Milanowski

Rickey Milanowski, 60, of Belle Plaine, 
passed away Sunday, Aug. 30, 2020. Ricky was 
born Aug. 27, 1960, to the late Edward and 
Lillian (Wrochota) Milanowski in Milwaukee. 
Rickey was employed by Aarowcast from 
2011 until present and also owned Ed and Lil’s 
Bar. He enjoyed building remote control cars. 
Rickey had natural mechanical abilities and 

was an electronics whiz. Even though he was 
a very quiet and private person, Rickey was 
always willing to help others and had a big 
heart.

Rickey is survived by his sisters, Roberta 
and Rosie; a special sister, Ann Krysheski; 
niece, Rusti; and nephew, Jeremy. He was 
preceded in death by his parents and his best 

friend, a bull mastiff named Goofy.
A funeral service for Rickey will be held at 

noon on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020, at Swedberg 
Funeral Home in Shawano. Burial will be in 
Friendship Cemetery. Visitation will take 
place at the funeral home Saturday from 10 
a.m. until the time of service.

www.swedbergfuneralhome.com
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Vegetable harvest is still in high 
gear, tree fruits are maturing, and 
livestock-based products are also 
coming into season. Fall means 
food, and there are many farms in 
our area which focus on producing 
food products and selling directly 
to consumers. Whether you want to 
find a perfect head of cauliflower, a 
peck of apples for school lunches, 
or fresh farm eggs for baking, our 
area’s farms are ready to meet your 

needs.
One easy location to find infor-

mation on 31 farms in Marinette, 
Oconto, and Florence counties 
that have food products available 
for sale is to look them up in the 
“Guide to Home Grown Produce,” 
a free publication published by the 
Marinette office of UW-Madison, 
Division of Extension. It can be 
found online at: https://marinette.
extension.wisc.edu/files/2020/05/

Produce-Growers-Guide-
2020-May-update.pdf or just search 
for Marinette Extension, look under 
the agriculture tab and click on Lo-
cal Produce Guide.

The farms listed in the guide 
truly do have food products from A 
to Z. Right now, A certainly stands 
for apples. B probably means beef 
right now to most people, and there 
are 10 farms listed that sell beef di-
rectly to consumers. C means car-
rots which, along with many other 
root vegetables, are finishing their 
growth and ready for harvest. On 
the other end, S stands for squash, 
and T equals tomatoes, while Z can 
still mean zucchini, which are still 
readily available.

Some of the other food products 
listed in the guide include pork, 
chicken, eggs, winter squash, pears, 

raspberries, 
jams, pickled 
vegetables, lamb, 
and many more – 
including one on-
farm bakery. The 
guide is available 
free on the web, 
but if you need a 
printed copy sent 
to you, you are 
able to request 

one by contacting me, at 715-732-
7510 or scott.reuss@wisc.edu, or by 
stopping in at the Extension office 
on the first floor of the Marinette 
County Courthouse.

If you have any questions about 
local food production, home horti-
culture issues, or any other agricul-
tural question, you can also contact 
me either by phone or by email.

Local foods easy to find on the farm

SCOTT REUSS

This is the Friday-only COVID-19 Journal version of  
NEW Media’s Shawano Leader, Wittenberg Enterprise & 

Birnamwood News and Oconto County Times Herald.  
Find us online at www.newmedia-wi.com
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Oconto Falls High School an-
nounced that Tim Solarek will be 
the new varsity girls basketball 
coach.

Athletic director Jerry Moynihan 
announced the hiring on Aug. 24. 
Solarek will replace Mike Kacz-
marek.

Since 2015, Solarek has been the 
varsity head coach at Wautoma 
High School. He led the team to 
winning seasons in 2016-17 and 
2017-18.

Prior to that, Solarek was the 
boys freshmen coach and a varsity 
assistant at Wautoma and Water-
loo.

Solarek is excited for the chance 
to coach Oconto Falls. The job ap-

pealed to him because it also gave 
him the opportunity to teach at the 
high school level — he will teach 
physical education and health.

“They had a very successful 
year last year with a very challeng-
ing schedule,” said Solarek of the 
Oconto Falls girls basketball team. 
“Looking forward to building off 
and continuing that success.”

The new coach said his teams 
will be built on character, disci-
pline, effort and attitude.

“I met the girls twice over the 
summer. They are a fun group,” 
Solarek added. “Looking forward to 
not only teaching them the game of 
basketball but also life skills they 
can take with them off the court.”

Kaczmarek guided the Panthers 
to a strong 16-7 record last winter, 
including a 13-5 mark and third-

place finish in 
the tough North 
Eastern Confer-
ence.

“Replacing 
Mike is go-
ing to be a big 
challenge,” 
said Moynihan. 
“The behind the 
scenes hours 
that coach 
Kaczmarek put 

in were second to none. Mike was 
tireless in the hours he spent run-
ning open gyms, contact days and 
tournaments was a tremendous 
benefit to our program. Mike set a 
high bar in his efforts to run a suc-
cessful program.”

Oconto Falls earned a No. 4 
seed and bye in the postseason last 

season. The Panthers were upset by 
fifth-seeded Xavier in their opening 
playoff game.

“We felt that Tim was the best 
choice to step into Mike’s shoes,” 
Moynihan said. “We could see that 
basketball was his and his family’s 
passion. The hours needed to run 
a successful program requires a 
total commitment from the head 
coach and his family and we could 
see that in what Tim can bring to 
Oconto Falls.”

“We feel Tim will be a great fit 
and we are excited to have him 
teaching PE at our high school. His 
ability to see the kids on a daily 
basis will help him build the rela-
tionships that are needed as he gets 
established in Oconto Falls.”

H I G H  S C H O O L  B AS K E T B A L L

Tim Solarek tabbed as the new  
Oconto Falls girls basketball coach
By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor

sports@newmedia-wi.com

TIM SOLAREK

S P O RT S
H I G H  S C H O O L  VO L L E Y B A L L

Gillett hoping for strong season
The Gillett Secondary School 

volleyball team is down a few 
impact players from last year and 
under the direction of a new coach, 
but the team is still expecting big 
things on the court this fall.

Jill Halla is the team’s new 
coach, and she’s excited to get the 
season underway. “I expect our 
team to be one of the top in our 
conference,” said Halla. “We have 
some talented players, and am I 
excited to see what we can do.”

Leading the team on the court 
will be seniors Emily Umentum 
and Karissa Schaal, who both were 
honorable mentions in the Marinet-
te & Oconto Conference a season 
ago. Schaal most often serves as a 
middle hitter, while Umentum is 
the Tigers’ setter.

“Our goal for this season is to go 
into every practice and game with 

a positive attitude and be willing 
to always improve ourselves,” said 
Schaal.

“One thing that can be improved 
is teamwork,” she continued. “We 
win together as a team, and we lose 
together as a team.”

Also returning to the courts this 
fall with plenty of experience is 
senior Aubrey DeBauch and junior 
Naomi Anker. DeBauch is another 
hitter for the Tigers, while Anker 
serves as the team’s libero.

Junior hitter Katilynn Dodge 
is a new varsity player that Halla 
expects to play a role this fall.

Last year under new co-coaches, 
Gillett finished in the top half of the 
conference standings. The Tigers 
earned a No. 3 seed for the postsea-
son and earned a playoff win before 
being bounced in a five-set thriller 
in a regional final. Gillett’s Aubrey DeBauch spikes the ball during a 2019 Marinette & Oconto Conference match against 

Crivitz in Gillett. DeBauch is one of three seniors the team will look to for guidance and strong play this 
fall. FILE | NEW MEDIAsports@newmedia-wi.com

By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor
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The Gillett Secondary School 
cross-country teams have enjoyed 
tons of success over the past few 
years. Derek Hanson has been at 
the center of the accomplishments 
of the boys team, and is looking 
to cap his high school career with 
another big season this fall.

Hanson made it to state for the 
first time as a sophomore, doing 
so as an individual a couple weeks 
after claiming the top spot in the 
first-ever Marinette & Oconto Con-
ference Meet.

Hanson placed second at the 
conference meet last fall, then 
placed third at sectionals to help 
the boys team qualify for state. He 
placed 48th at state.

The senior has gotten his final 
season off to a strong start, pac-
ing the boys team in its first two 
meets. Hanson finished ninth at the 
Two Rivers Invitational on Aug. 27 
before winning the Goodman-Pem-
bine Invitational on Sept. 3.

Q: When did your interest in 
cross-country begin?

A: My interest began at a young 
age, around 7, during a program 
called Kids for Running. We would 
meet up after school and train for 
the Bellin Run 10K in Green Bay. 
After years of training for the Bell-
in, cross-country was like second 
nature to me.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the cross-country season?

A: My favorite part about cross-
country is the close team atmo-
sphere that each team has. It’s a bit 
more apparent in cross-country that 
each person wants to work hard and 
see each other succeed. It’s a very 
positive atmosphere to be around in 

both training and competition.
Q: What kind of individual 

goals have you set for yourself 
this fall?

A: The goals I’ve set this fall are 
a bit different due to the current 
health pandemic. I would like to be 
in the top 10 at the state champion-
ships, but I’m not sure if the state 
meet is going to happen this year. 
If it does not, getting a shiny new 

PR (personal record) and signing 
to play collegiate sports would 
certainly be a goal I would like to 
achieve.

Q: As a senior, how will you 
help serve as a leader for the rest 
of the team?

A: I’m planning to continue 
being someone for the younger run-
ners to look up to, continue using 
my knowledge of running to help 
prevent some common mistakes 
new runners make, and showing 
them that they can achieve what 
they put their minds to.

Q: Talk about your prepara-
tion for the season and what it 
takes to become a strong cross-
country runner.

A: My preparation for cross-
country this year built off my train-
ing from the track workouts sent 
to me during quarantine, as well as 
a base phase before cross-country 
season.

To become a strong cross-coun-
try runner, an aerobic base is ex-
tremely important. Before I learned 
the science behind training, I would 
be running my easy days well above 
my lactate threshold. Aerobic con-
ditioning is 80% of your training, so 
making sure you do it correctly is 
very important. Besides the science, 
however, discipline and consisten-
cy in your training are the two most 
important concepts in my eyes.

Q: What’s your favorite mem-
ory of competing on the Gillett 
cross-country team?

A: My favorite memory with the 
team would definitely be last year 
when both the boys and girls teams 
won sectionals to qualify for state. 
That was the first year we’ve ever 

even had a full team, and to make it 
that far was amazing. I hope to have 
a similar experience this year.

Q: Favorite TV show, movie 
and musical artist?

A: TV show — “Love, Victor.” 
Movie — “The Heat.” Musical artist 
— Cardi B.

Q: Name one thing about 
yourself that not many people 
know.

A: One thing about me that not 
many people know is that I dis-
like the taste of both chocolate and 
bacon!

Q: What’s the greatest piece of 
advice you have ever been told?

A: The greatest advice I’ve 
ever been given was that ‘nothing 
worthwhile ever comes easy.’ It’s a 
simple, yet powerfully true state-
ment. If it’s easy to do, it probably 
won’t make that big of an impact on 
your life.

Q: What are some things you 
hope to accomplish after gradu-
ating high school?

A: I hope to have already signed 
a national letter of intent to run col-
legiately at the Division 2 level (by 
the time he graduates high school). 
I also hope to major in either pre-
med or sports medicine/exercise 
science at the college I am running 
at. After that, I hope to continue 
my education with medical school 
and residency to eventually become 
a physiatrist or sports medicine 
physician.

AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  D E R E K  H A N S O N

Gillett senior runner ready  
to put exclamation mark on career

Gillett’s Derek Hanson competes during the 2019 
WIAA Cross-Country State Championships at The 
Ridges Golf Course in Wisconsin Rapids. 
 FILE | NEW MEDIA

AT A GLANCE
ATHLETE: Derek Hanson
SPORT: Cross-country
SCHOOL: Gillett Secondary School
YEAR: Senior



Oconto Falls High School’s Joe 
Adams and Hannah Ludemann 
turned in top-three finishes to lead 
their respective cross-country teams 
in a North Eastern Conference trian-
gular meet on Friday in Oconto Falls.

Adams placed second in the boys 
race with a time of 17 minutes, 51 
seconds. Ludemann was the third 
finisher in the girls race, posting a 
time of 23:22.

The Oconto Falls girls team 
posted a score of 23 to take first. 
Wrightstown (38) was second, while 
Little Chute didn’t qualify for a team 
score.

Alexis Euclide (25:14) placed fifth 
for the girls, while the Panthers next 
five runners took eighth through 12th 
place. Maddy Przybylski (26:09), 
Jaden Reed (26:24) and Sydney Bell 
(26:43) finished eighth, ninth and 
10th, respectively, to cap the team 
score.

The Oconto Falls boys took third 
place with a score of 62, behind Little 

Chute (21) and Wrightstown (47).
Braden Uelmen (20:24) placed 

12th, while Grant Yuma (20:59) was 
13th. Aidan Stary (23:00) and Damien 
Reed (25:15) capped the boys team 
score, taking 18th and 27th place, 
respectively.
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Gillett teams place  
first at invitational

Adams, Ludemann lead 
Oconto Falls at NEC triangular

Shawano Speedway hosted its 
final races of the 2020 season on 
Saturday, with five drivers being 
crowned champions by the end of 
the night.

Troy Springborn and Ron Berna 
battled for the Late Model title, with 
Springborn winning Saturday’s fea-
ture race to finish first in the stand-
ings. Berna finished second in the 
feature race and in the standings.

Tanner Westphal capped a strong 
year on the track with a first-place 
finish in the Mighty 4 feature race. 
With the victory, Westphal also end-
ed the year atop the point standings, 
two points ahead of Brad Wedde, 
who came in second in the feature.

Lucas Lamberies finished atop the 
IMCA Modified class for the season. 
Lamberies came in 15th in Saturday’s 
feature race. Marcus Yarie finished 
nine points behind Lamberies in the 
standings, and placed sixth in the 

feature. Johnny Whitman won the 
race.

Travis VanStraten held off 
Dan Michonski for the top spot 
in the IMCA Stock Car standings. 
VanStraten finished third in the 

final feature race, while Michonski 
was fourth. Chucky Forstner, who 
was third in the standings, won the 
feature.

Jayden Schmidt won the IMCA 
Sport Mod division after winning 

seven feature races this summer. He 
finished third in the final feature, a 
race that Bryce Clements won.

For full results and final stand-
ings, visit https://www.myracepass.
com/profile/?r=1874&rt=track.

A U TO  R A C I N G

Champions crowned on speedway’s final race night
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Ron Berna speeds down the main straightaway during the Late Model feature race on Saturday at Shawano Speedway. Berna finished second in Saturday’s 
race and second in the Late Model standings this season. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Oconto Falls’ Joe Adams competes during a North 
Eastern Conference triangular meet on Friday in 
Oconto Falls. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

H I G H  S C H O O L  C R OS S - CO U N T RY H I G H  S C H O O L  C R OS S - CO U N T RY

The Gillett boys and girls teams 
each placed first at the Goodman-
Pembine Invitational on Sept. 3 in 
Pembine.

The girls posted a score of 19, 
while the boys tallied a 51 to edge 
Oconto (54).

Sylvia Hansen, Ryann Wagner and 
Carleigh Kaczmarek placed second 
through fourth in the girls race. 
Hansen had a time of 21 minutes, 46.5 
seconds, while Wagner finished in 
22:20.2 and Kaczmarek in 22:29.8.

Angela Mosconi (23:40.1) and 
Kasey Hansen (23:55.3) rounded out 
the team score by taking seventh and 
10th, respectively.

Derek Hanson won the boys race 
in 17:45.2 to lead the Gillett boys.

Evan Peterson (19:12.6), Ben Matc-
zak (19:36.1) and Riley Engebretson 
(20:04.2) all finished inside the top 
10, placing fourth, fifth and seventh, 
respectively. Garrett Klein (25:35.8) 
was the team’s fifth finisher, taking 
44th place.

The Suring girls came in third with 
a team score of 71.

Olivia Noack (23:00.7) placed sixth 
to lead the Eagles, while Chantelle 
VandenElzen (25:31.3) took 14th.

Hailey Thomson (27:20.2), Georgia 
Gerndt (28:30.3) and Samantha Seibert 
(29:57.1) capped the team score, finish-
ing 24th, 28th and 36th, respectively.

The Lena/St. Thomas Aquinas 
Academy co-op also participated in 
the invitational, but didn’t qualify for 
a team score.

Max Beyer (20:40.7) led the boys 
co-op with an eighth-place finish. 
Dylan Comins (21:37.3) was 13th, Reed 
Hosking (22:20.5) took 18th and Luke 
Misco (23:12.6) was 26th.

Kennedy Marquardt was the top 
finisher on the girls co-op, coming in 
21st in 27:04.2 Megan Shallow (31:29.7) 
and Samara VanArk (37:45.9) placed 
41st and 49th, respectively.

By NEW MEDIA STAFF By NEW MEDIA STAFFONLINE
Full results from the invitational can be found at 

https://wi.milesplit.com/results.
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Ribbon cut on spruced-up West Side Trail

A ribbon cutting was held Sept. 
2 at the West Side Beach Trailhead 
to reintroduce the public to the se-
cluded, wooded walking trail at the 
end of Flatley Avenue not far from 
the Oconto River in Oconto Falls.

The Oconto Falls Area Chamber 
and the City of Oconto Falls joined 
forces to improve the West Side 
Trail, which is enjoyed by many 
and is part of the half-marathon 
route for the Run for the Trails 
event.

The sixth annual Run for the 
Trails is scheduled for Sept. 26, 

based at ST Paper Stadium along 
North Farm Road. In addition to the 
half-marathon, the competition in-
cludes a 10k run and 5k run or walk.

All of the events include the new 
high school trail, thanks to donors 
and proceeds from previous Run 
for the Trails races.

Links to more information and 

an online registration form may be 
found at ocontofallschamber.com.

Packet pickup is scheduled for 
3:30-6:30 p.m. Sept. 25 and 6:30-7:45 
a.m. Sept. 26 at the stadium conces-
sion stand window. The runs begin 
at 8 a.m.

Wooded path is part of Oconto Falls’ Run for the Trails
By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

A bridge carries hikers and runners across one of the intermittent streams through the West Side Trail. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

An informational kiosk stands at the trailhead at West Side Beach in Oconto Falls.
WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA Critters did some excavating in this deceased tree. WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA
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Oconto County Historical Soci-
ety is canceling its speaker series 
programs for the rest of the year, as 
a result of ongoing concerns about 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The programs are usually held 
on the first Thursday of each month 
during the fall and winter.

A statement issued by the Of-
ficers and Members of the Board of 
Directors of the Society reads:

“After much thought and con-
sideration, it is with sadness that 

we have made the decision, in light 
of the current situation, to cancel 
the speaker series programs for the 
remainder of 2020,” the society’s 
board said in a statement. “We feel 
it is the right decision to make in 
order to keep program presenters 
and those who attend the programs 
safe during this time of uncertainty. 
We hope to be able to present 
programs starting in January 2021 
and continuing each month through 
April.”

Oconto County  
Historical Society cancels 

fall speaker series

Evelyn Lee Rinehart is the Resi-
dent of the Month for The Bay at Su-
ring. Rinehart was born in Freeport, 
Illinois, on April 24, 1944, to Harold 
Edward Rinehart and Frances Evelyn 
Rinehart. She has one brother named 
Larry Dean Rinehart. Evelyn and her 
family moved to Milwaukee when 
she was 15 years old. She graduated 
from Custer High School in 1963 and 
moved to Townsend in 1966.

Rinehart worked as a candy 
striper at Deaconess Hospital. She 
was a member of the ladies aide at St. 
John’s Lutheran Church and volun-
teered her time to assist with bazaars 
and cut grass on the church grounds.

Rinehart loves dogs; some of her 
favorites were pets named Queenie, 

Joy and Whitie. She loves visits from 
her furry friend, June Bug, as well 
as a variety of games at The Bay at 
Suring. She enjoys playing Yahtzee, 
Bingo, 7-11 and King’s Corners.

Rinehart is 
Resident of Month
By SHANNON NICHOLA STONER

Special to NEW Media

Evelyn Rinehart is Resident of Month at The Bay 
in Suring. CONTRIBUTED

MARRIAGES
David Isaac Brown, Milwaukee, 

and Ivey Isabelle King, Oconto.
Robert James Morrow and Re-

bekah Margaret Wilbert, Abrams.
Justin Paul Trepanier and Hilary 

Jo Nowak, Oconto.
Matthew Hayes Anderson and 

Candace Marie Bain, Abrams.

Glenn Gunder Thompson and 
Amy Olivia Barnes, Oconto.

Logan John Christensen and Win-
ter Marie Anderson, Gillett.

William Joseph Tank and Saman-
tha Ann Strom, Maple Valley.

Benjamin Dale Hixon and Nicole 
Marie Hixson, Morgan.
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