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When a mental health crisis strikes, 
finding help can seem like running 
through a labyrinth.

A new service that launched in the 
Oconto Falls School District this month 
helps families connect with mental 
health services in the community in an 
effort to break down barriers for those 
services.

“Navigating the mental health system 
can be tough, and sometimes it’s difficult 
for us to find the right services a family 
needs,” said Terri Olsen, direct of pupil 
services and special education. “How do 
we help families get through to the help 
they or their loved one needs?”

Oconto Falls grew interested in the 
program after CESA 8 called it to local 
districts’ attention, and school offices 
met with a representative from Care 
Solace last summer, Olsen said.

Caitlin Payne, school psychologist, 
was familiar with the service having 
come to Oconto Falls from the Mari-
nette school district, which was already 
partnering with the organization.

“We support students as well as 
we can, but sometimes a family needs 
more,” Payne said. “Care Solace fills in 
the gaps we can’t provide.”

The Oconto Falls district already has 
partnerships with Bellin Health and Oak 
Ridge to provide mental health services 
for students and staff, which account 
for perhaps 40% of the need, Olsen said. 
Care Solace works with all systems and 
can refer families and students to those 
two systems but many others, she said.

The partnership with Care Solace 
also is being made available to com-
munity members in general by visiting 
https://caresolace.com/site/of-ps.

The organization works with provid-
ers and insurance companies to direct 
people to comprehensive services, with 
no cost for the navigational help, Payne 
said.

“You don’t have to work through the 
school system, but we’re happy to help,” 
Olsen said.

The idea is to take away some of the 
pressure of researching local mental
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The Oconto Falls High 
School forensics team 
entered its new season by 
taking third place at the 
North Eastern Conference 
Tournament championship 
hosted at Oconto Falls. The 
Panthers rounded out the top 
three with 146 points, follow-
ing Wrightstown (251) and 
Denmark (168).

Earning a first-place 
medal was Anna Burd in 
Public Address. Second-place 
finishers included Madysen 
Przybylski, Prose; Emersyn 
Payette, Moments in History; 
Emily Elliott, Oratory; Allyna 
Timm, Public Address; and 
Alaina Blaser, Ana Feliz, So-
phia Collar, and Nick Blaser, 
Play Acting.

The team resumed WIS-
DAA competition Feb. 19, 
at the subdistrict meet in 
Bonduel. They are coached 
by Michelle Desterheft and 
Gayle Gander.

The Oconto Falls High School forensics team includes, front row, sitting on stage, Emersyn Payette, Alaina Blaser, Sophia Collar, Ana 
Feliz, Nick Blaser and Julia Weiler; middle row, leaning forward or kneeling, Jayden Dobizl, Abby Kuhn, Tim Cornette, Addison Borst, 
Katie Miller, Madysen Przybylski, Kyndra Staidl and Laura Gillum; and back row, standing, Allyna Timm, Aiden Frievalt, Gunar Lade, 
Stephanie Vasquez Contreras, Addison Santee, Maci Tucker, Emily Elliott and Anna Burd.� CONTRIBUTED

OFHS forensics team places third in conference

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

Mild weather has contributed to prog-
ress on construction of the new fire sta-
tion on Chestnut Avenue in Oconto Falls, 
and city officials are making tentative 
plans for a dedication in early June.

In his monthly report to the city coun-
cil for its Feb. 13 meeting, City Adminis-
trator Peter Wills said interior drywall has 
been installed and plastering is expected 

to continue through the end of February.
The new station is being built with the 

help of a $7 million Neighborhood Invest-
ment Grant, obtained through the state 
Department of Administration using fed-
eral funds allocated to Wisconsin through 
COVID relief programs.

Fire Chief Tim Magnin said about $5.71 
million of the $7.5 million budget has 
been spent to date. Magnin, Wills, Mayor 
Brad Rice and architectural engineer Joel 
Schmechel have been meeting weekly to 

discuss the construction effort.
Painting has begun in the apparatus 

bays and is expected to take about three 
weeks, and door and window frame are 
also being installed, Wills said.

Work continues on the final design for 
the overhead doors in the apparatus bay, 
Magnin added.

Wills and Magnin were also scheduled 
to give the latest updates to the council 
Feb. 13 during their regular monthly meet-
ing.

New fire station takes shape
The exterior of the new Oconto Falls fire station is taking shape, with a June dedication in the planning stages.� WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA



Proceedings of Feb. 8
• Bond was set at 

$15,000 cash for Maurice 
Allen Olson Sr., 33, Sur-
ing, after he was charged 
with fleeing an officer in his 
vehicle, second-degree reck-
lessly endangering safety, 
possession of THC (second 
or subsequent offense), 
and misdemeanor counts 
of operating while revoked, 
resisting or obstructing an 
officer, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia, in con-
nection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Feb. 6. 
Judge Jay Conley adjourned 
his initial appearance until 
Feb. 15.

• Bond was set at 

$10,000 cash for Kayla 
Ardell Suvanto, 32, Shawano, 
after she was charged with 
possession of THC (second 
or subsequent offense), 
four counts of felony bail 
jumping, and misdemeanor 
counts of resisting or 
obstructing an officer and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly 
occurred Feb. 6. Conley ad-
journed her initial appear-
ance until Feb. 15.

Proceedings of Feb. 2
• Collin Andrew Hilker, 

24, Appleton, was sentenced 
to three years in prison, 
followed by three years of 
extended supervision, for 

possession of methamphet-
amine and felony bail jump-
ing, in connection with an 
incident that occurred Nov. 
28, 2022. Oconto County 
Circuit Court Judge Michael 
T. Judge gave him credit for 
431 days already served in 
the county jail.

• Glenroy T. Vanlan-
nen, 22, Merrill, pleaded no 
contest to repeated sexual 
assault of the same child 
and misdemeanor charges 
of resisting or obstructing an 
officer and using a telephone 
to threaten harm, in con-
nection with incidents that 
occurred in January 2021. 
Judge approved a deferred 
judgment agreement on the 
felony charge and placed 
Vanlannen on two years of 
probation with conditions.

• Nicole M. Harris, 40, 
Oconto, was placed on 
probation after a prison 
sentence was imposed and 
stayed for possession of 
methamphetamine and two 
counts of misdemeanor 
possession of THC. Judge 
gave her credit for 332 days 
served in the county jail.

• Bond was set at $1,000 
cash for Anthony Barrett 
Wood, 39, Lakewood, after 

he was charged with felony 
bail jumping in connection 
with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred Feb. 1. Judge 
adjourned his initial appear-
ance until Feb. 15.

Proceedings of Feb. 1
• Andrew R. Krueger, 

37, Oconto Falls, waived 
his right to a preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not 
guilty to manufacture with 
intent to deliver metham-
phetamine, possession of 
methamphetamine, manu-
facture with intent to deliver 
amphetamine, possession 
of narcotic drugs, maintain-
ing a drug trafficking place, 
possession of THC (second 
or subsequent offense) and 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia, in con-
nection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Aug. 6. 
Oconto County Circuit Court 
Judge Jay N. Conley sched-
uled a pre-trial conference 
for April 11.

• A $5,000 signature 
bond was set for Desiree 
Ellise Medina, 33, Green 
Bay, after she was charged 
with possession of metham-
phetamine, possession with 

intent to deliver amphet-
amine or methamphetamine, 
possession of THC (second 
or subsequent offense), pos-
session with intent to deliver 
THC, felony bail jumping and 
misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia, in 
connection with an incident 
that allegedly occurred May 
25, 2023. Judge scheduled 
a preliminary hearing for 
March 18.

Proceedings of Jan. 31
• Harrison J. Cain, 20, 

Oconto, was placed on three 
years of probation after a 
prison sentence was im-
posed and stayed for felony 
charges of bail jumping and 
injury by the intoxicated 
use of a motor vehicle, in 
connection with a crash that 
occurred April 2, 2022, and 
misdemeanor charges of 
fourth-degree sexual assault 
and sexual intercourse with 
a child age 15 or older, in 
connection with an incident 
that occurred Jan. 9, 2021. 
Judge ruled that probation 
conditions include nine 
months in county jail with 
Huber work-release and 
good time privileges.

• Bond was set at $7,500 
cash for Andrew E. Mahers, 
36, Pound, after he was 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine, posses-
sion of narcotic drugs, two 
counts of felony bail jumping 
and misdemeanor counts of 
possession of THC, posses-
sion of illegally obtained 
prescription drugs and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly 
occurred Jan. 30. Conley 
adjourned his initial appear-
ance until Feb. 15.

• Bond was set at $6,000 
cash for Avery Nancy-
Morning Star Nooyen, 19, 
Ashwaubenon, after she was 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine, posses-
sion of narcotic drugs, four 
counts of felony bail jumping 
and misdemeanor counts of 

possession of THC, posses-
sion of illegally obtained 
prescription drugs and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly 
occurred Jan. 30. Conley 
adjourned her initial appear-
ance until Feb. 15.

Proceedings of Jan. 30
• Shannon May Tour-

tillott, 33, Keshena, was 
ruled not competent to stand 
trial on a variety of charges 
including child neglect and 
abuse, in connection with 
incidents that allegedly 
occurred in May 2023, as 
well as battery or threat to 
a law officer and escape in 
connection with her arrest 
in August and an incident 
that allegedly occurred while 
she was being transported 
as a jail inmate on July 31. 
Conley suspended the case 
for one year and scheduled a 
telephone scheduling confer-
ence for next Jan. 14.

• Bond was set at $7,500 
cash for Buzz A. Anwash, 
38, Wabeno, after he was 
charged with operating a 
motor vehicle while in-
toxicated (seventh, eighth or 
ninth offense), misdemeanor 
operating while revoked and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly 
occurred Jan. 28. Conley 
adjourned his initial appear-
ance until Feb. 15.

Proceedings of Jan. 29
• A final pre-trial confer-

ence was held for Kirstie E. 
Rost, 32, Little Suamico, who 
is charged with possession 
of methamphetamine and 
misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly 
occurred Aug. 20, and felony 
bail jumping, in connec-
tion with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Aug. 
29. Conley said the Feb. 
7-8 jury trial is in the No. 2 
backup position on the court 
calendar.

health resources at a time 
of urgent need.

“Someone in a mental 
health crisis or their par-
ents have enough going 
on without having to deal 
with all the paperwork, 
making the phone calls,” 
Payne said, “Care Solace 
is about taking away that 
added stressor.”

The crisis can be as se-
rious as suicidal thoughts, 
stress about academics or 
stress about something 
that’s happening in their 
family, she said.

“We talk to kids; we 
run some small groups 
to deal with these is-
sues, but sometimes 
what we’re doing is not 

enough,” Payne said.
The referral service is 

confidential. The school 
system gets statistics 
about how many people 
are using Care Solace but 
not details of the individ-
ual cases, Payne said.

The district is com-
mitted to ensuring that 
students, families and the 
community have access to 
mental health care, as well 
as trying to remove some 
of the stigma attached to 
needing help with mental 
health, Olsen said.

“It’s OK to seek help 
to get through this,” she 
said.

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com
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Armstrong pleads out to bonfire charges
Teen facing 6 months in jail, 5 years’ probation

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

The man accused of 
causing a homecoming 
bonfire to go horribly out 
of control pleaded no con-
test to all of the charges 
against him on Feb. 5.

Samuel J. Armstrong, 
18, has been charged with 
13 felony counts of injury 
by negligent handling of 
explosives or fire when 
a diesel and gasoline 
mixture came in contact 
with the bonfire and the 
fire “began shooting out,” 
according to the criminal 
complaint.

A sentencing hearing 
was scheduled for 1:30 
p.m. April 11 in Branch I 
of the Shawano County 
Courthouse. Shawano-
Menominee County 
District Attorney Greg 
Parker is recommending a 
one-year jail sentence with 
six months stayed. With 
that sentence, Armstrong 
would be eligible for 
Huber work release privi-
leges. Parker is also recom-
mending a $100 fine for 
each of the 13 counts plus 
court costs, along with five 
years of probation.

If Armstrong’s case 
had gone to trial and he’d 
been convicted, he could 

have received 3½ years 
in prison and a maximum 
$10,000 fine for each of 
the counts, according to 
state guidelines.

A Shawano County de-
tective wrote in his report 
in the criminal complaint 
that he responded to a 
residence on Cedar Drive 
in the Town of Maple 
Grove on Oct. 15, 2022, 
after learning that several 
people between the ages 
of 16 and 18 were admit-
ted to hospitals in Green 
Bay for burns and other 
injuries. The detective 
reported he found a spot 
that was “still smolder-
ing,” indicating a fire had 
been burning. The fire pit 
was about 30 feet east of 
a two-story home, and the 
detective found empty 
containers and beer cans, 
along with a blue plastic 
55-gallon barrel with the 
diesel/gasoline mixture.

The detective spoke 
with a man at the home, 
who told him how the 
fire got out of hand and 
burned people. The man 
told the detective that 
two people, one of whom 
was Armstrong, moved 
the blue barrel.

The detective inter-
viewed Armstrong, who 
was 17 at the time, with an 

attorney present two days 
later, on Oct. 17, and was 
told “we decided to throw 
a barrel” on the fire, ac-
cording to the detective’s 
report. Armstrong alleg-
edly said he did not think 
the barrel would do what 
it did and injure someone.

Armstrong indicated to 
the detective that he and 
another person, identified 
in the report as “TJF,” 
moved the barrel closer 
to the fire, and about 10:50 
p.m. was told by someone 
to “just do it,” and the 
pair allegedly threw the 
barrel into the fire.

Armstrong allegedly 
tried to help put out the 
flames on one of the vic-
tims when he was punched 
from behind, according to 
the criminal complaint. He 
claimed four or five people 
went after him, and he ran 
into a nearby cornfield, 
where he hid for about five 
minutes before leaving in 
his vehicle.

The criminal com-
plaint indicates that 
Armstrong said he’d con-
sumed six beers.

One of the victims 
told a detective he was 
burned on the back of his 
legs, suffering second- 
and third-degree burns, 
according to the criminal 

complaint. The victim 
reported seeing several 
others on fire and tried to 
assist by smothering the 
flames with his hooded 
sweatshirt before realizing 
he’d been burned, as well.

Another person 
interviewed by detec-
tives claimed Armstrong 
made multiple comments 
about wanting to throw 
the barrel on the fire, 
even though a number of 

people warned him not to.
A victim indicated to a 

deputy that no one want-
ed to call 9-1-1 because a 
number of the underage 
people at the bonfire had 
been drinking alcohol.

At least one person 
had to go to the burn 
center in Milwaukee after 
suffering burns to his 
face, hands, legs and back.

Even with pleading 
to the criminal charges, 

Armstrong’s legal woes 
may not be over. There 
are currently five civil 
suits pending in Brown 
County Circuit Court 
where Armstrong is a 
defendant from victims 
injured in the bonfire. 
Four of the suits were 
filed Nov. 10, 2023, while 
the fifth one was filed 
Dec. 18, 2023.

lpulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Defense attorney Greg Petit, right, leads his client Samuel Armstrong out of Judge Katherine Sloma’s courtroom 
of Feb. 5 after the plea hearing in which Armstrong pleaded no contest to 13 felony counts of negligent handling of 
explosives or fire.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA



Dawn Giamarino, of 
Seymour, passed away 
Feb. 5, 2024, at home with 
loving family by her side. 
She was born Oct. 19, 1959, 
to the late James and Erma 
(Braunsdorf) Schroeder.

Dawn grew up on 
a small farm in Gillett. 
Here she developed her 
love of God, family and 
horses. Her childhood was 
rich and full, with family 
always at the center and 
the source of great joy and 
pride.

Dawn is survived by 
her husband of 43 years, 
Edward William, and their 
two sons, Benjamin David 
and Matthew James. Dawn 
and Edward found each 
other where they both 
attended college at the 
University of Wisconsin-
Stevens Point.

Dawn is further sur-

vived 
by her 
brother, 
Jerry, 
and his 
wife, 
Gail; 
brother, 
Denny 
and 

his wife, Mary; brother, 
Randy; sister, Diane and 
her husband, Jamie (Hub-
bard); uncles, Howard and 
Darrell; aunts, Dawn and 
Sandra; cousins, Karin, 
Jayne, John, Deb, Angie 
and Kevin; nieces and 
nephews, Kim, Alissa, Eric 
and Nick; and beloved 
kitty, Milo.

Dawn possessed a won-
derful ability to empathize 
with the needs of oth-
ers. This served her well 
throughout her career in 
various customer service 

and administrative posi-
tions. Her favorite job, 
however, was back in the 
1980s where she lead horse 
trail rides for Kitch’s Trail 
Rides outside of Lake-
wood.

Dawn had a 25-year 
battle with an autoimmune 
disease called Scleroder-
ma, which then led to lung 
cancer. She endured more 
than her fair share of pain, 
yet through it all, she never 
failed to grace us with her 
warm smile. We all loved 
her so much and will miss 
her dearly.

Visitation took place on 
Tuesday, Feb. 13, 2024, at 
Muehl-Boettcher Funeral 
Home from 4 p.m. until the 
time of the service at 6 p.m.

Online condolences 
may be expressed to 
Dawn’s family at www.
muehlboettcher.com.
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Mike Zdzieblowski

Mike Zdzieblowski, 65, 
passed away on Feb. 6, 
2024, at home surrounded 
by family. He was born 
Sept. 30, 1958, in Wausau 
to Bruce and Glendine 
(O’Keefe) Zdzieblowski.

Mike married Pam 
Paluch on May 18, 1991. 
He loved attending and 
watching NASCAR races, 
the Packers and Brewers. 
He was a semi-truck driv-
er all his life and enjoyed 
traveling the U.S. with 
Pam and his daughter, 
Rylee. He loved going fish-
ing with his best friend.

Mi-
chael is 
survived 
by his 
wife, 
Pam; 
daugh-
ter, 
Rylee 
(Miszy) 

Zdzieblowski; his parents; 
three sisters, Marge (Jeff) 
Gilbertson, Sue (Jim) 
Anderson and Marcy 
(Bernie) McCarthy; three 
brothers, Tim (Susan), 
Mark (Bridget) and David. 
He is also survived by a 

very special friend, Doug 
Curran; and many nieces 
and nephews on both 
sides.

He was preceded in 
death by a nephew, Adam 
Zdzieblowski, and a sister-
in-law, Debbie Lemirande.

The family will receive 
relatives and friends at 
the Gallagher Funeral 
Home, Oconto, from 3-6 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 16, 2024. 
A service of remembrance 
will be conducted at 6 p.m.

Online condolences 
may be expressed at www.
gallagherfuneralhome.net.

With a heavy heart, we 
lost Jim Holl to a 2½-year 
battle with cancer, on Fri-
day, Feb. 2, 2024, at home 
with his family at his side. 
He was a loving husband, 
father, grandfather, brother 
and friend.

Jim is survived by his 
loving wife of 41 years, 
Karla (Braun) Holl; his 
children, Kimberly (Ryan) 
Abalan, Aubriann (Nick) 
Koeune and Brandon Holl; 
grandchildren, Lucy and 
Claire Abalan, Peyton, 
Grayson and Addison 
Koeune; his siblings, Steve 
(Debi) Holl and Kathy 
Holl; brother-in-law, Gary 
Braun; sisters-in-law, 

Marilyn 
(Harv) 
Fifield, 
Cheryl 
(Ken) 
Kohn, 
Lori 
(Scott) 
Kroll; 
and 

many nieces, nephews and 
friends.

Jim was born on Jan. 
1, 1961, to Isadore and 
Anna Holl. He graduated 
from Gillett High School 
with the class of 1979 and 
received an associate 
degree from Moraine Park 
Technical College. Jim and 
Karla were high school 

sweethearts and were mar-
ried on May 29, 1982.

Jim retired from be-
ing a service technician 
for Coin Appliances and 
Hughes Enterprises. He 
traveled all over the state 
of Wisconsin to service 
laundry machines in vari-
ous apartment complexes 
and developed friendships 
with all his clients.

Jim was always ready to 
help fix, build or serve, no 
matter how hard the task 
or time of day. He could 
learn to do just about 
anything, and everything 
he did was expert level. 
He built a stone patio for 
his wife, which became 

the family project that 
summer, laid tile flooring, 
landscaped and maintained 
a meticulous yard, built 
decks, took up carpentry 
to make furniture for his 
children and toys for his 
grandkids.

During the 3½ years his 
son was fighting leukemia, 
Jim became his full-time 
caregiver at home and 
managed all his medica-
tions and weekly trips to 
Children’s Hospital. Need-
less to say, they were best 
buddies after conquering 
that battle.

Jim could talk to 
anyone, anywhere, about 
anything. Chances are you 

have had a conversation 
or two with him if you 
live anywhere in Wiscon-
sin. Jim was a member of 
the Larsen-Winchester 
Lions Club for more than 
15 years, helping run the 
semi-annual pancake 
breakfast events and build 
wheelchair ramps.

Jim was preceded in 
death by an infant sis-
ter, Barbara; his parents, 
Isadore and Anna Holl; 
father-in-law and mother-
in-law, Raymond and Mary 
Braun; grandparents; a 
nephew, Joey; sister-in-
law, Jeanne; and beloved 
aunts and uncles.

Cremation has taken 

place, and a celebration of 
life will be on Saturday, 
Feb. 10, 2024, at Grace 
Lutheran Church of Win-
chester, 8396 Steeple Hill 
Drive, Larsen. Visitation 
will be from 11 a.m. until 
1:30 p.m. with a service to 
be held at 1:30 p.m. Pastor 
Mark Laatsch will be offi-
ciating. Interment will fol-
low in the Grace Lutheran 
Cemetery.

Mueller Funeral Home-
Winneconne is assisting 
the family. If you wish, 
please submit online 
condolences/memories to 
muellerfh.net.

Rest in peace. We love 
you.

James V. Holl

Dawn Giamarino
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Leah G. Giese, 86, of 
Gillett, passed away peace-
fully on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 
2024. Leah was born on 
May 17, 1937, to the late 
Clarence and Lucille (Pe-
terson) Peterman.

She attended St. John 
Lutheran School and 
graduated from Suring 
High School in 1955. On 
Aug. 27, 1955, Leah mar-
ried Herbert Giese at St. 
John Lutheran Church in 
Hayes. The couple were 
self-employed farmers in 
Gillett for 42 years and 
received an award from 
the Wisconsin State Fair 
for century ownership. She 
was a dedicated farm wife 
and mother.

Leah was very active in 

the com-
munity 
through-
out her 
life. She 
served 
as a cen-
sus and 
election 
worker 

for over 10 years. Leah 
was also very involved 
with the church. She was 
a member of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church for many 
years where she served on 
the ladies aid and church 
choir. Later in life, she be-
came a member of Christ 
Lutheran Church-Hintz 
where she was also active 
with the ladies aid.

Leah was a member of 

the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League for 
over 60 years, serving as 
president and vice presi-
dent. For 20 years, she 
served as a secretary for 
AAL and received an AAL 
Recognition Award. Leah 
volunteered at the LCFS 
Thrift Store in Shawano 
for many years.

One of Leah’s pas-
sions in life was quilting. 
She founded the Pine 
Needles Quilt Guild and 
was involved with Quilts 
for Soldiers for over 15 
years. Leah was honored 
when one of her quilts was 
chosen to be displayed at 
The Great Wisconsin Quilt 
Show in Madison. She also 
received a special award 

from Grain Train Quilts. 
Throughout her life, she 
completed over 100 quilt 
projects, including quilts, 
table runners, wall hang-
ings and more.

Leah enjoyed garden-
ing and loved flowers, 
especially orchids. She 
also enjoyed birdwatching 
from her kitchen window. 
Leah enjoyed taking many 
memorable trips with her 
husband and friends.

Leah is survived by her 
husband of 68 years, Her-
bert; five children, Randie 
Giese, Pam (Pat) Paholke, 
Keith (Lori) Giese, Tim 
(Gail) Giese and Julie Witc-
palek; 11 grandchildren; 12 
great-grandchildren; sister, 
Myra (Al) Hann. She is 

further survived by many 
nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives and friends.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; two 
sisters, Evon (Tom) Han-
sen and Fern (Ed) Rawl-
ing; and a brother, Ivan 
(Phylis) Peterman.

Visitation was held 
on Friday, Feb. 9, 2024, 
at Gruetzmacher Funeral 
Home from 4-8 p.m., and 
resumed Saturday, Feb. 10, 
2024, at Christ Lutheran 
Church-Hintz from 9 a.m. 
until the funeral service at 
11 a.m. with Pastor Michael 
Paholke officiating. Leah 
will be interred at Christ 
Lutheran Cemetery.

Gruetzmacher Funeral 
Home in Suring is assisting 

the family with arrange-
ments. Online condolences 
can be expressed at www.
gruetzmacherfuneralhome.
com.

The family would like 
to thank the staffs of The 
Cottages at Meadowlands 
Memory Care and Mo-
ments Hospice for the care 
and compassion offered to 
Leah and her family during 
their time of need.

Leah G. Giese

Ralf D. von Brevern
On Feb. 2, 2024, Ralf 

Dietrich von Brevern went 
home to be with his Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ fol-
lowing a fierce battle with 
Burkitt’s lymphoma leuke-
mia. He was born on Oct. 1, 
1961, in Chicago, son of the 
late Dietrich and Trudy von 
Brevern.

Ralf was a graduate of 
Gillett High School with the 
class of 1979. He worked for 
various trucking companies 
over the years and loved to 
drive anywhere. Mostly he 
loved to pick up and drive 
the kids for Wednesday 
Family Night at Hillside As-
sembly in Gillett. Ralf was 
part of their bus ministry 
program for many years.

He had recently received 
a service medal in January 
for teaching the Ranger 
Kids Class for the past 12 
years.

One of Ralf’s favorite 
things to do was go camping 
in Pecatonica, Illinois, with 
family and friends and also 
to go to garage sales as well 
as their large flea market 
every September. Everyone 
enjoyed hearing his trucking 
stories around the campfire.

Ralf is preceded in death 
by his parents, Dietrich (Di-
etz) and Waltraud (Trudy) 
von Brevern; his mother-in-
law and father-in-law, Gene-
va and George Conners; and 
one nephew, Christopher 
Jon Ryan Perez.

He is survived by his 
wife of almost 25 years, Teri 
(Conners) von Brevern, and 
their two dogs, Jack and El-
lie Mae; one brother, Mark 
von Brevern (Sheila); three 

brothers-
in-law 
and 
sisters-
in-law, 
Randy 
and Ellen 
Smith, 
David 
and 

Cindy Conners, Robben and 
Doug Kosharek; nieces and 
nephews, Elias von Brevern, 
Allison (Jordan) Birschbach, 
Brian (Stephanie) Smith, 
Derek (Jenn) Smith, Chas-
ity (Mike) Vogel, Melissa 
(Patrick) Gann, Zachary 
(Westin) Dixon and Eryk 
Perez; great-nieces and 
great-nephews, Hunter, 
Kyssah, Dawsyn, Carolynn 
and Landon.

Visitation for Ralf was 
held Monday, Feb. 12, 2024, 

at Hillside Assembly of God, 
5890 Highway 22, Gillett, 
from 10 a.m. until the time 
of services at noon. Officiat-
ing at the service were Pas-
tors Jonathan Carlson and 
Paul Carlson with commit-
tal to follow at Wanderer’s 
Rest Cemetery, Gillett.

The family would like to 
thank the Green Bay oncol-
ogy team and the ninth 
floor nurses at St. Vincent 
Hospital for the love and 
care given to Ralf and his 
family.

The Kuehl Funeral 
Home, 108 E. Main St., Gil-
lett, is assisting the family 
with funeral arrangements. 
Expressions of sympathy, 
memories and photos may 
be shared with Ralf’s family 
on his tribute page at www.
legacycarepartners.com.

SOAR 
HIGHER
WITH NWTC
Higher education that 
gives you hands-on skills 
for high-paying careers. Take a spring class! 

Classes start  
in March.

SIGN UP NOW 
nwtc.edu/SoarHigher

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The city of Oconto 
Falls is still holding out 
hope that enough sum-
mer staff can be hired to 
provide lifeguard service 
at East Side Beach.

When the 2024 budget 
was passed, city council 
members commented 
that a lack of candidates 
and fiscal constraints 
probably meant that no 
lifeguards would patrol 
the popular beach this 
summer. The facility will 
be open to the public, 
but swimmers would be 

in the water at their own 
risk.

The public responded 
with concern, and there 
was much discussion at 
the Jan. 9 meetings of 
the city park and recre-
ation committee and city 
council.

City officials estimate 
that eight to 10 lifeguards 
are needed to run the 
beach, and the jobs of 
lifeguard and lifeguard 
supervisor have been 
posted on the city web-
site (cityofocontofalls.
com), public library, and 
city hall and provided to 

local schools. Lifeguards 
must be certified, but the 
city has long provided re-
imbursement for the cost 
of obtaining certification.

In response to public 
questions, the city said 
it has been advised not 
to put out the docks and 
swimming raft this sum-
mer because of liability 
issues.

The park and recre-
ation committee plans 
to continue meeting on 
a regular basis to assess 
the beach situation and 
attempt to attract more 
applications.

Oconto Falls officials still seeking 
lifeguards for East Side Beach
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Parenting and ADHD
February 10th
Dr. Mark Bertin, New York Medical College

Amazing Physical Activity Benefits
February 24th
Dr. Tim Church, Louisiana State University

Listen to

~ Health Talk ~
Saturdays at 10:00 am on 

WTCH am960 and FM 96.1

Hosted by Hosted by 
Dr. Brian Grieves, DC, MPHDr. Brian Grieves, DC, MPH

FARM LIFE FROM A FARM WIFE

Have to hand it to unspoken language on the farm
For years, I’ve been 

following my husband’s 
direction. When I say 
that, I literally physi-
cally mean it. He uses 
hand signals. Quite often, 
we correspond without 
words. That doesn’t mean 
we don’t correspond with 
words. Oh, many times 
words are used, espe-
cially when hand signals 
don’t necessarily cut the 
mustard.

Back in the day, I spent 
much of my time outdoors 
during harvest season in 
the tractor cab handling 
the chopping and baling 
duties. He’d be running 
full loads back up to our 
farm, unload and come 
back again. One day, he 
gave me spoken orders 
letting me know which 
field to chop. This was 
during the late summer 
when we were not only 
chopping moist hay for 
the silo but also had a 
field laying for dry-hay 
baling.

“Chop the field next to 
the house.” Important side 
note: fields were on either 
side of the house.

Down the road I went, 
tractor pulling the chop-
per pulling the wagon. 
Making a wide turn into 
the field I thought I was 
supposed to chop, I set 

my chopper head down, 
shifted to low three and 
began following the row.

The thought crossed 
my mind, “Gee, this hay 
seems to be kinda dry to 
chop.” Talking myself 
right out of that notion, I 
kept going. I wish I’d have 
listened to myself.

Presently, my husband 
came down with a tractor 
hauling an empty wagon 
to switch out with my full 
one. As I saw him come 
down, a corner of my eye 
caught a wild hand motion 
in a fashion which created 
a very pronounced “oh 
oh” moment deep in my 
gut.

I was on the wrong 
field. The wrong field. 
Merrily chopping the field 
not intended for moist si-
lage hay but for dry baled 
hay. No wonder it seemed 
dry. His hand signal was 
quite loudly telling me 
without uttering a single 
word: “You’re on the 
wrong field.”

Years later, my trac-
tor days have since been 

retired and I find myself 
sitting in our skidder, 
again dependent on hand 
signals. These days we 
are making wood, finding 
ourselves behind the eight 
ball, so to speak, with not 
a surplus of ready wood 
on hand, a travesty to this 
man of mine who on all 
accounts, is a provider. 
This is what he does. He 
provides. This year, he 
had a notion to enhance 
our early spring sap pro-
duction by stringing sap 

lines in our woods this 
winter, detracting him 
from our main wintertime 
focus, which is adding to 
our pile of wood.

We have a good buddy 
in the tree-felling busi-
ness who brings us huge 
chunks of wood, which 
my husband sawed into 
smaller huge chunks of 
wood — still too big to 
manhandle up to the 
wood splitter, even if it 
was in the upright posi-
tion.

So my job was to scoop 
the hunks onto the bucket 
of the skidder and bring-
ing them up to him, he’d 
roll them onto the arm of 
the splitter. Splitting them 
into bite-sized pieces, he 
threw them back into my 
waiting upraised bucket. 
After filling the bucket, 
I’d haul them to our wood 
stove.

During the process 
of driving up, splitting, 
filling and driving back, 
numerous hand signals 
were used: Come forward. 
Go sideways. Curl bucket 
down. Stop. The skid steer 
has an uncanny ability to 
crawl forward as it idles 
so as soon as he motions 
stop, I put the brake on 
(sometimes not as quickly 
as he’d like which initiates 
yet another more adamant 
hand signal). Waiting un-
til he fills the bucket with 
split wood hunks, I drive 
it over to our wood stove, 
dumping it as closely as I 
can without disturbing the 
already stacked wood.

I can’t help him split 
as the bucket is raised so 
high the door won’t open. 
I’m stuck. Rather boring. 
So I bring my phone, and 
of course, then I’m not 
watching intently which 
constitutes an impatient, 
“Hey!” I considered stick-

ing my current read in my 
jacket but that would be a 
worse distraction than my 
phone.

My thoughts wander 
a bit and perhaps ponder 
what to have for supper. 
Watching the cows watch 
us takes up some time. 
Pretty soon I hear “Hey!” 
my daydream jarred and 
off I go carting our boun-
ty. It’s an exciting life.

Once in a while, I mis-
read his hand signal, and 
then, to get his attention I 
lay on the horn. Very an-
noyingly successful. From 
his end this produces a 
loud, exasperatingly spo-
ken “What?” It’s a party 
out there.

Much later, relaxing 
after supper in our toasty 
wood-warmed farmhouse 
I unexpectedly hear, 
“You’re a good little skid 
steer driver.”

Lovely words and not 
one hand signal needed.

(“Like apples of gold 
in settings of silver is a 
word spoken at the proper 
time.” Proverbs 25:11)

Kay Reminger was born and raised on 
a dairy farm, and she married her high 
school sweetheart, who happened to 
farm for a living in Leopolis. Writing 

for quite a few years, she remains 
focused on the blessings of living the 

ups and downs of rural life from a farm 
wife’s perspective.

Kay Reminger brings in some wood on a skidsteer as her cows observe from 
a nearby pen. Her skills were enough to prompt her husband to say, “You’re 
a good little skidsteer driver.”� CONTRIBUTED

Kay Kay 
RemingerReminger

ColumnistColumnist
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
FRIDAY, FEB. 16

KESHENA: Zumba Gold, 
12:10-12:50 p.m. Omaeqnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek 
Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak 
Road. Sponsored by the Col-
lege of Menominee Nation and 
the Diabetes Prevention Pro-
gram. Information: 715-524-
3194 or edijafra@yahoo.com.

NAVARINO: Light Up the 
Night Torchlight Ski/Snow-
shoe, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Navarino 
Nature Center, W5646 Lind-
sten Road. Free admission with 
nonperishable food donation. 
Does not include rentals. NNC 
members $5, non-members 
$10, families $20. 715-758-
6999

OCONTO: Machickanee 
Players Theatre presents 
“Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein,” 
7 p.m., Park Avenue Playhouse, 
408 Park Ave. Tickets at www.
MachickaneePlayers.com.

PULASKI: “Sister Act,” 7 
p.m., Pulaski High School, 
Ripley Performing Arts Center, 

1040 S. St. Augustine St. 
Tickets $9, available at www.
pulaskihs.ludus.com.

BOWLER: Corey Taylor with 
special guests, 7:30 p.m., 
North Star Mohican Casino 
Resort, W12180 County Road 
A. Corey Taylor with special 
guests Des Rocs and Jigsaw 
Youth. Doors open 6 p.m. 
Jigsaw Youth 7:30 p.m., Des 
Rocs 8:15 p.m., Corey Taylor 
9:30 p.m. Ticket information at 
northstarcasinoresort.com or 
1-800-952-0195.

SATURDAY, FEB. 17
SHAWANO: Zurko Indoor 

Flea Market, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Shawano Community Hall, 115 
E. Division St.

SHAWANO: Shawano 
Pathways Maple Hills Winter 
Hike, 9:30 a.m., Maple Hills 
Trails, N4270 State Highway 
22 (about two miles south of 
Highway 29 Shell Station). 
Bring snowshoes if snow cover, 
boots and traction if not. Ar-
rive 15 minutes early to get 

gear on and register. Option 
of three guided hikes, ap-
proximate one, 1½ or two hours. 
Free, donations appreciated. 
For information, call Kevin at 
715-584-6107.

LAKEWOOD: Wheeler 
Lake Association Ice Fishing 
Jamboree, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
McCauslin Brook Golf Course, 
17067 Club House Lane. Meat, 
cash, and basket raffle party 
with live music by Steve Kelley 
and Jeff VanderHeiden.

TOWNSEND: Red Arrow 
Snowmobile ATV Club Winter 
Festival, 11 a.m., Townsend 
Town Hall, 16564 Elm St. 
music, food, beverages, and 
raffles. All proceeds support 
grooming and maintaining 
snowmobile and ATV trails in 
the Townsend area.

ABRAMS: Machickanee 
Forest Candlelight Ski, 5:30-8 
p.m., BlackBerry Ramble Trail, 
6625 Timberline Road. Fires 
for cooking and warming at the 
trailhead. Hosted by Machick-
anee Cross-Country Ski Club.

OCONTO: Machickanee 
Players Theatre presents 
“Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein,” 
7 p.m., Park Avenue Playhouse, 
408 Park Ave. Tickets at www.
MachickaneePlayers.com.

PULASKI: “Sister Act,” 7 
p.m., Pulaski High School, 
Ripley Performing Arts Center, 
1040 S. St. Augustine St. 
Tickets $9, available at www.
pulaskihs.ludus.com.

BOWLER: Joe Nichols, 8 
p.m., North Star Mohican 
Casino Resort, W12180 
County Road A. Doors open 
7 p.m. Ticket information at 
northstarcasinoresort.com or 
800-952-0195.

SUNDAY, FEB. 18
CAROLINE: Four Dams Snow 

Goers Run For Fun Vintage 
Ride, 1 p.m., Blue 52, W12850 
County Road M. Registration 
begins 10 a.m. Bring your vin-
tage sled and dress in vintage 
clothing; trophies awarded. 
Ride will be held even if trails 
are not open, snow permitting. 

Food available.
OCONTO: Machickanee 

Players Theatre presents 
“Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein,” 
2 p.m., Park Avenue Playhouse, 
408 Park Ave. Tickets at www.
MachickaneePlayers.com.

PULASKI: “Sister Act,” 2 
p.m., Pulaski High School, 
Ripley Performing Arts Center, 
1040 S. St. Augustine St. 
Tickets $9, available at www.
pulaskihs.ludus.com.

OCONTO: Machickanee 
Players Theatre presents 
“Frankenstein Unhinged,” 6 
p.m., Park Avenue Playhouse, 
408 Park Ave. Improvisa-
tional comedy featuring cast of 
“Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein” 
Suggested donation $5.

MONDAY, FEB. 19
KESHENA: Running and 

walking program, 4:40-6:30 
p.m., Omaeqnomenewak 
Wetohkatikamek Center, 
2700 Mianaceqtawak Road, 
Keshena. Infused water pro-
vided during the week, and a 

family snack-making station 
is provided on Saturdays. 
Information: Chelsey Latender, 
715-799-5431 or chelseyl@
mtclinic.net. 

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 21
KESHENA: Zumba Gold, 

12:10-12:50 p.m. Omaeqnome-
newak Wetohkatikamek 
Center, 2700 Mianaceqtawak 
Road. Sponsored by the Col-
lege of Menominee Nation and 
the Diabetes Prevention Pro-
gram. Information: 715-524-
3194 or edijafra@yahoo.com. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 22
KESHENA: Running and 

walking program, 4:30-6:30 
p.m., Omaeqnomenewak 
Wetohkatikamek Center, 
2700 Mianaceqtawak Road, 
Keshena. Infused water pro-
vided during the week, and a 
family snack-making station 
is provided on Saturdays. 
Information: Chelsey Latender, 
715-799-5431 or chelseyl@
mtclinic.net. 
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Deputy takes oath of office

Shawano County Sheriff George Lenzner, right, administers the oath of 
office to Deputy Dustin King on Feb. 7 during the Shawano County Public 
Safety Committee meeting at the sheriff’s department. King, who started 
with the department in October 2023, served 16 months with the Marion 
Police Department and has been with the Clintonville Police Department 
since December 2021. King earned his associate degree in criminal justice/
police science from Fox Valley Technical College.�

KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA
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Tigerton goes 

4-for-4
in action
last week

Sam Anheuser and 
James Brady each scored 
14 points to help lead 
Tigerton over Lena 53-38 
in non-conference action 
Feb. 10. Anheuser had four 
3-pointers.

Brady pulled down 11 
rebounds, and Anheuser 
had nine. Maverick Maas 
had a pair of assists, and 
Anheuser also led the 
team with six steals.

Tigerton led 33-23 at 
halftime and added an-
other five points to their 
margin of victory with a 
20-15 second half.

Lena was led by Caleb 
Schlosser’s 15 points and 
Mason Belongia’s 13. 
Mason Spice score three, 
Tyler Shallow had two, 
and Gonzolo del Val Ar-
royo had one.

Thursday, Feb. 8
Tigerton extended its 

wining streak to six games 
with a 62-46 win over 
Faith Christian Academy 
in non-conference action. 
The Tigers are now 15-4 
overall.

It was another big night 
for Anheuser, who led 
Tigerton with 19 points, 
including a 3-point basket 
and 4-for-4 from the free 
throw line. Maas scored 
14 points, inlcuding one 
triple and 5-for-7 from the 
line.

Loghan Wanta pulled 
down nine boards, with 
Brady grabbing eight and 
Gavin Kielblock getting 
seven. Anheuser also had 
four assists, while he and 
Joey Zimdars each ran 
away with six steals.

Tigerton led by 14 at 
halftime and added an-
other two points to their 

margin of victory with a 
28-26 second half.

Tuesday, Feb. 6
Four Tigers scored in 

double digits as Tigerton 
beat up on Wolf River Lu-
theran in a non-conference 
matchup in Shawano.

Tigerton was in com-
mand from the beginning, 
holding a 45-11 lead at the 
break. 

Wolf River Lutheran 
was outscored 33-13 in the 

second half.
Leading the scoring 

for Tigerton were Wanta 
and Brady, each with 11 
points, and Anheuser 
and Kielblock, each with 
10.  Zimdars scored nine 
points, and Maas had a 
pair of triples contribute 
to his eight points.

Wanta led the team 
with six rebounds, Maas 
had three assists, and An-
heuser grabbed six steals.

Monday, Feb. 5
Tigerton’s 80-34 win 

over Stockbridge marked 
the most points by the 
Tigers this season.

The non-conference 
win was their fourth in a 
row.

Tigerton was in full 
control of the contest, 
leading 45-9 at the break. 
A 35-25 second half added 
to the lopsided margin of 
victory.

Brady paced Tigerton 
with 16 points. Zimdars 
scored 14, Wanta contrib-
uted 13, and Logan Drews 
added 10. Zimdars and 
Caleb Dahlstrom each had 
a pair of 3-pointers.

Drews pulled down 
eight rebounds, Anheuser 
contributed with three as-
sists, and Zimdars nabbed 
a trio of steals.

kpasson@newmdia-wi.com

By KEVIN PASSON
Editor-in-chief

A Bible verse and image of an eagle loom large over the Wolf River Lutheran basketball court as the Silver Eagles hosted the Tigerton Tigers on Feb. 6. The 
school was founded in 2014, with the current building constructed in 2017.					            KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Tigerton guard Sam Anheuser (23) brings the ball up court with Wolf River Lutheran’s Gunnar Majewski (12) trailing. Anheuser was one of four Tigers to 
score in double digits in Tigerton’s 78-24 victory.							              KEVIN PASSON | NEW MEDIA

Gillett tops Lena, 
Shawano defeats 
Green Bay East

Saturday, Feb. 10
Bonduel
Even when they’re not 

battling conference op-
ponents, Bonduel finds the 
win column with its latest 
victory a 76-63 triumph 
over Valders.

Race Anvelink led the 
Bears with 20 points, fol-
lowed by Ryan Westrich 
with 19 and Noah Weier 
with 11. Colin Margelofsky 
scored eight, Cade John-
son and Quinn Wesenberg 
each had seven, Owen 
Springborn scored three 
and Sam Roberts had 
one. Anvelink and Weier 
each knocked down three 
3-pointers, while Margelof-
sky and Westrich each 
scored on two of them, and 
Johnson, Springborn and 
Wesenberg each collected 
one.

Westrich led his team-
mates with 12 rebounds, 
Johnson and Margelof-
sky each had six assists, 
Johnson and Weier had 
recorded two steals.

Bonduel, 20-1 overall, 
led 41-29 at the half. The 
second half was closer 
with Bonduel coming out 
on top 35-34.

Gresham
The Wildcats were 

tamed by Florence, 81-45, 

in non-conference action. 
Gresham is 1-18 overall.

Witt-Birn
Now at 10-10 overall, 

Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
lost 73-37 to Xavier in non-
conference action.

Xavier dominated the 
game, leading 46-16 at the 
half and winning the sec-
ond half as well, 27-21.

Jett Rogowski led the 
Chargers with 13 points.

Friday, Feb. 9
Gillett pounds Lena
Gillett more than 

doubled up on Lena as ev-
ery player from both teams 
scored in the Tigers’ 74-34 
win over the Wildcats.

With a 39-22 lead at the 
break, Gillett continued 
cruising to the 40-point 
win with a 35-12 second-
half performance.

Leading at the net 
for Gillett were Aydin 
Franti with 21 points, Ben 
Matczak with 20 and Jesse 
DeBauch with 17. Gar-
rett Klein chipped in five, 
Thomas Carmody had 
four, Nathan Powell scored 
three, and Ryan Pensis and 
Tyler Slatky each had two.

For Lena, Caleb 
Schlosser led with 15 
points, and Mason Belon-
gia scored 13. Also scoring 

BOYS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 16



Shawano concluded its 
weekend play in Ash-
waubenon with a 2-1 win 
over Sheboygan JV.

Despite 14 shots from 
Shawano and eight from 
Sheboygan, the game was 
scoreless until the third 
period.

The Hawks got on the 
board first with a goal by 
Gavin Hundt and assist by 
Karson Stoss at 12:52. Nine-
ty seconds later, the game 
was tied at 1-1, only to see 
Shawano reclaim the lead 
another two minutes later. 
The final goal was scored 
by Josh Fisken with a Cam 
Schroeder assist.

Tyson Lyons worked 
the net for the Hawks and 
made 11 saves.

Shawano was penalized 
four times for eight man-
tes, while Sheboygan was 
called for three infractions 
and served six minutes.

Saturday, Feb. 10
Ashwaubenon JV 3
Shawano 1
Ashwaubenon JV was 

consistent with one goal 
scored in each period to 
grab a 3-1 win over Sha-
wano.

Ashwaubenon scored 
first at 2:35 into the first 
period only to have Sha-
wano’s Gavin Hundt tie the 
game at 1-1 with an assist 
from Karson Stoss at 5:53.

One goal in the second 
period and another in the 
third sealed Shawano’s 
fate.

The Hawks were not 
called for a single penalty, 
while Ashwaubenon was 
called for five infractions 
for 10 minutes.

Tyson Lyons recorded 
34 saves, while Shawano 
attempted 22 shots.

Antigo 9
Rhinelander 4
Antigo ended its regular 

season with a Great North-
ern Conference win over 
Rhinelander, 9-4.

All-conference honors 
were announced Feb. 11.

Antigo’s Brian Bunnell 
was named coach of the 

year.
Forward Eli Kassler was 

named to the first team. 
Goalie Nolan Bunnell and 
forward Owen Dickman 
were named to the second 
team.

Friday, Feb. 9
Shawano 7
Notre Dame JV 4
Shawano edged Notre 

Dame JV by one goal in 
each period to earn a 7-4 
win in Ashwaubenon.

Karson Stoss started the 
scoring for the Hawks with 
an unassisted goal t 3:07 
in the first period. After 
Notre Dame tied the game 
at 1-1, Gavin Hundt scored 
at 10:30 with an assist from 
Michael Dillenburg to put 
Shawano on top 2-1.

A pair of power plays in 
the second period resulted 
in two goals of Notre 
Dame and a 3-2 lead. Stoss 
tied the game at 3-3 with 
another unassisted goal at 
11:54 and then put Shawano 
up 4-3 with a hat trick at 
12:57 with a Hundt assist. 
Hundt then lengthened 
the lead to 5-3 with a goal 
at 14:28 with assists from 
from Waylon Snider and 
Stoss.

The Hawks’ lead 
extended to 6-3 midway 
through the third period 
on a short-handed goal 
by Blake Knope at 8:07. 
Not one to give up, Notre 
Dame scored at 9:12 to 
make it a two-goal game. 
However, Hundt notched 
his hat trick at 15:34 with 
Stoss assisting to seal the 
win for Shawano.

Shawano took 20 shots 
on goal. Tyson Lyons 
worked the net for the 
Hawks and made 16 saves 
against Notre Dame’s 20 
shots.

Notre Dame was 
penalized twice for four 
minutes, while Shawano 
doubled those numbers, 
getting called for four in-
fractions for eight minutes.

Thursday, Feb. 8
Antigo 6, Shawano 2
Trailing 2-0 after the 

first period, Shawano 
fought back to tie the game 
at 2-2 going into the final 

period when Antigo burst 
through with four goals to 
capture a 6-2 win Feb. 8 at 
the Crawford Center.

Eli Kassler opened the 
night’s scoring with a goal 
at 4:59 with an assist from 
Owen Dickman. Kassler 
scored his second goal of 
an eventual hat trick at 
12:39 with Ian Brittenham 
assisting.

Not ready to roll over, 
the Hawks battled back in 
the second period. Blake 
Knope scored first at 2:02. 
Then, Karson Stoss scored 
at 4:02 with a Cameron 
Schroeder assist to tie the 
game at 2-2.

The third period saw 
Kassler get his hat trick, 
Liam Burt score twice and 
Antigo connect on three 
power plays to secure the 
win.

First, Britteneham and 
Dickman assisted on a Burt 
goal at 6:54. Richie Veriha 
scored the next two for the 
Red Robins – first at 10:23 

with assists from Kassler 
and Brittenham and then 
at 10:45 with an assist from 
Trenton Walbeck. Kassler 
scored the final goal with 
Dickman assisting at 16:21.

Kassler’s 57 goals this 
season lead all others in 
Wisconsin.

Nolan Bunnell stopped 
36 Shawano shots, and 
Dylan Prochaska stopped 
23 for the Hawks.

The teams were 
whistled for a total of 16 
infractions.

The win moves Antigo’s 
season record to 13-10 
overall, while Shawano 
falls to 7-14.

Tuesday, Feb. 6
Antigo 13, Medford 3
Eli Kassler had a hat 

trick in the first period and 
another one during the 
combined second and third 
periods as Antigo downed 
Medford 13-3 on Feb. 6.

Owen Dickman ac-
counted for another four 
goals for the Red Robins, 

while Liam Burt added a 
pair and Collin Tiedemann 
had one – the first one of 
the game.

Antigo led 6-1 after the 
first period and 10-2 after 
the second period. The 
Red Robins blanked their 
guests 3-0 in the third 
period.

Tiedemann scored first 
at 4:52 with Parker Chaney 
and Trenton Walbeck get-
ting assists. Medford tied 
the game at 1-1 two min-
utes, before Antigo rattled 
off five unanswered goals 
in four minutes’ time.

Kassler and Burt assist-
ed Dickman at 10:10, fol-
lowed by Kassler scoring 
with help from Burt and 
Dickman at 11:48. Kassler 
and Chaney assisted Dick-
man on his second goal 
at 12:36. Kassler scored at 
13:47 with help from Dick-
man and Burt, and them 
completed his first-period 
hat trick at 14:09 on assists 
from Dickman and Ian 

Brittenham.
Antigo added four 

second-period goals in a 
three-minute span.

Dickman’s hat trick 
came at 6:14 with assists 
from Kassler and Richie 
Veriha. Burt and Dickman 
assisted Kassler’s goal at 
6:34, and Kassler scored 
unassisted at 7:25. Dickman 
scored again at 8:57, this 
time with an an assist from 
Kassler.

Medford scored twice 
after Antigo’s barrage.

In the third period, 
Dickman and Burt assisted 
Kassler at 5:51 as Kassler 
completed his double hat 
trick. Dickman and Kassler 
assisted Burt on both of his 
goals, one at 8:59 and the 
second at 10:57.

Despite the lopsided 
score, the shots on goal 
were pretty even, with 
Medford taking 33 and 
Antigo taking 35. 
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Shawano goes 2-1 at weekend tourney
Red Robins defeat Hawks 6-2 

at Crawford Center
By KEVIN PASSON

Editor-in-chief

Shawano’s Blake Knope (8) slaps a shot straight at Antigo goalie Nolan Bunnell (29). The Red Robins won 6-2 at the Crawford Center.
GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Nolan Bunnell stopped 36 Shawano shots, and Dylan Prochaska stopped 23 
for the Hawks.			             GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

kpasson@newmdia-wi.com

Antigo’s Eli Kassler (15) and Shawano’s Blake Knope (8) battle for the puck in the Red Robins’ 6-2 win over the Hawks. Kassler scored a hat trick before the 
night was done.										                     GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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were Mason Spice with 
three, Tyler Shallow with 
two and Gonzolo del Val 
Arroyo with one.

Pulaski
Pulaski sits at an even 

8-8 in the Fox River Clas-
sic Conference following 
its 61-57 loss to Ashwaube-
non.

Colin Schultz led the 
Red Raiders with 22 
points, including three 
3-pointers. Dylan Dorn 
scored 10 points, and 
Dixon Holewinski scored 
eight with the help of a 
pair of triples.

Joseph Mijal led his 
team with eight rebounds, 
Bryce Wotruba had 
four assists, and Schultz 
grabbed four steals.

Shawano
The Hawks improved 

to 5-7 in the Bay Confer-
ence following its 81-56 
win over Green Bay East 
at home.

Logan Sipple led 
Shawano with 24 points, 
including a triple. Will 
Verkuilen added 16 points, 
including four 3-point-
ers, with Ryan Shanty and 
Crew Weisnicht each scor-
ing 10. Anderson Schmidt’s 
nine points including a 
pair of triples.

Shanty led the Hawks 
with eight boards, with 
Jacob Rogers pulling down 
seven, and Sipple and 
Isaac Welander each get-
ting six. Shanty was also 
the leader with five assists 
and four steals.

Shawano held a com-
fortable 35-19 lead at the 

end of the first half and 
outscored their guest 46-
37 after the break.

Suring
Now with a three-

game losing streak in 
the Marinette & Oconto 
Conference, Suring is 2-12 
in league play following its 
50-39 loss to Niagara.

Thursday, Feb. 8
Bonduel
Everyone on both 

teams scored in Bonduel’s 
80-58 win over Manawa 
to maintain a perfect 12-0 
record in the Central Wis-
consin East Conference. 
The Bears are 19-1 overall.

Ryan Westrich led 
Bonduel with 20 points, 
with Race Anvelink right 
behind him with 18 points 
and Cade Johnson collect-
ing 10. Another nine points 
were recorded by Noah 
Weier, with Quinn We-
senberg getting five, and 
Owen Springborn and Sam 
Roberts each scoring two.

The Bears held a 37-30 
first-half lead and then 
added fuel in the second 
half with a 43-28 score.

Bowler
Bowler is winless at 0-8 

in the Central Wisconsin 
North Conference after 
its 53-41 loss to Northland 
Lutheran. Bowler is 1-18 
overall.

Gresham
Gresham lost 59-42 to 

White Lake in a Central 
Wisconsin North Confer-
ence matchup. The Lakers 
outscored the Wildcats in 
each half, 27-18 before the 
break and 32-24 after the 

break.
Marion
The Mustangs jumped 

out of the gate quickly 
against Rosholt and ran 
away with a 73-54 non-
conference win.

Marion led 41-17 at 
the break, which was too 
much for Rosholt to come 
back against, even with the 
help of a 37-32 second half.

Marion is 13-8 overall.
Menominee Indian
Menominee Indian 

and Weyauwega-Fremont 
are at opposite ends of 
the Central Wisconsin 
East Conference, but you 
wouldn’t know that by the 
final score of their most 
recent game.

At 2-10 in conference 
play, and Weyauwega-Fre-
mont at 9-3, the Warhawks 
barely scraped by for a 
75-74 win.

Oconto Falls
Oconto Falls was run 

over by the Clintonville 
Truckers, 71-32, in a non-
conference game.

Clintonville dominated 
the first half and went into 
halftime with a 41-8 lead. 
The Truckers manhandled 
the Panthers, 6-15 overall, 
in a 30-24 second half.

Witt-Birn
Wittenberg-Birnam-

wood eked out a three-
point victory over Am-
herst in Central Wisconsin 
East Conference action.

The Chargers won 50-
47 and improved to 7-5 in 
the conference and 10-9 
overall.

“Had a 10-point lead 

with just over a minute 
to go and almost let it 
slip away,” coach Garrett 
Rogowski said. “I thought 
our guys played a solid 
game, probably the best 
defensive effort in the last 
four games we played.”

Tuesday, Feb. 6
Lena
A 64-37 loss to Oneida 

Nation marked Lena’s 
eighth consecutive Mari-
nette & Oconto Confer-
ence loss.

Oneida Nation led by 
10 at the intermission and 
doubled up on Lena, 34-17, 
in the second half for the 
27-point win.

Lena, 1-11 in conference 
action, and 4-14 overall, 
was led by Mason Be-
longia with 11 points and 
Tyler Shallow with nine.

Pulaski
Pulaski’s 80-62 win 

over Fox River Classic 
Conference foe Green 
Bay Preble improved the 
Red Raiders’ mark to 8-7, 
placing them fifth out of 10 
teams.

Shawano
Shawano and New Lon-

don may each have scored 
26 points in the second 
half, but the Hawks’ 36-11 
first-half deficit was the 
difference in their Bay 
Conference loss.

The 62-37 defeat 
dropped Shawano to 4-7 
in league play and 6-13 
overall.

Suring
Large deficits are often 

hard to overcome, and that 
proved to be the case for 

Suring.
The Eagles were behind 

Coleman 33-12 as the 
first half ended. Coleman 
would go on to claim the 
second half as well, 26-21.

The loss dropped Sur-
ing to 2-11 the Marinette 
& Oconto Conference and 
4-15 overall.

Monday, Feb. 5
Gillett
Gillett stayed com-

petitive and close to Green 
Bay NEW Lutheran but 
couldn’t pull ahead as the 
Tigers lost 75-68 in the 
non-conference game.

Half of Gillett’s points 
were from Aydin Franti, 
who scored 34 points. 
Tyler Frank added 12. Also 
scoring were Ben Matczak 
with eight, Thomas Car-
mody with six, and Bradin 
Bjelland and Ryan Pensis, 
each with four.

Gillett was outscored 
33-30 before the break and 
42-38 after the break.

Menominee Indian
The Menominee Indian 

Eagles lost a non-confer-
ence game, 61-53, to the 
Wabeno/Laona Rebels. 
The Eagles dropped to 3-15 
overall.

Oconto Falls
The Panthers earned 

their second North East-
ern Conference win of the 
season in a 67-54 win over 
Denmark.

All seven Oconto Falls 
players scored, with Jame-
son Beaman leading the 
way with 22. JJ Pytleski 
scored 16, and Alex Haines 
had 12. Also scoring were 

Emerich Skarban with 
seven, Grayson Cahak 
with six, Evan Yuma with 
three and Chase Carriveau 
with one.

Beaman connected 
on four 3-pointers, with 
Pytleski getting three and 
Cahak hitting two. Beaman 
also hit on six free throws, 
with Haines and Pytleski 
each getting five.

Haines controlled the 
boards with his 16 re-
bounds. Carriveau helped 
out with five assists, and 
Haines also had a pair of 
steals.

Oconto Falls won both 
halves of the game, 28-19 
before intermission and 
39-35 after the break.

Oconto Falls is 2-12 in 
conference action and 6-14 
overall.

Witt-Birn
The Chargers sit at 

an even 9-9 overall after 
losing 77-68 to Pacelli in a 
non-conference game.

“We got down early 
and played with a defi-
cit for the remainder of 
the game,” coach Garrett 
Rogowski said.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood trailed 43-31 at the 
half, and even though they 
outscored their hosts 37-34 
after the break, it wasn’t 
enough.

Jett Rogowski led the 
Chargers with 19 points. 
Keegan Schmid scored 12, 
while Marshall Fraaza and 
Hayden Miller each had 
11. Nine of Miller’s points 
came from 3-point field 
goals.
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Now is the time to enroll in a hunter education course
The Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) encourages anyone 
considering hunting for 
the first time in 2024 to en-
roll in a hunter education 
course now before courses 
begin filling up in spring.

Many hunting incidents 
in Wisconsin involve hunt-
ers older than 40, decades 
after learning firearm 
safety rules in their hunter 
education courses. It 
may be time for veteran 
hunters to refresh these 
lessons.

As part of the program, 
hunter education gradu-
ates receive a certificate 
accepted in every U.S. 
state, Canada and Mexico. 
Anyone born on or after 
Jan. 1, 1973, must have a 
hunter education certifica-
tion to purchase a hunting 
license unless hunting 
under the Mentored Hunt-
ing Law.

The DNR offers 
multiple hunter educa-
tion course options and 
locations, so hunters can 

choose the best format for 
how and where they’d like 
to learn. More than 20,000 
people take hunter educa-

tion courses in Wisconsin 
each year.

Traditional Course
Students attend a multi-

day, in-person course 
where students learn 
hunter responsibility and 
safety through lectures, 
demonstrations, group 
discussions, practical exer-
cises and individual study. 
The students then take 
a multiple-choice exam 
and complete a hands-on, 
skills-based assessment 
based on information 
found in the printed stu-
dent manual and taught 
during class.

Internet and Field 
Day

Students must enroll 
in an in-person field day 
course and then complete 
the online portion before 
attending the field day. 
Upon completing the on-
line course, students will 
receive a field day vouch-
er, which is required to 
participate in the in-person 
field day course in which 
they enrolled. Students 

will reinforce what they 
learned online through 
hands-on safe firearm 
handling, demonstrations 
from experienced hunters 
and practical exercises. 
The students then take 
a multiple-choice exam 
and complete a hands-on, 
skills-based assessment.

Online-Only (Ages 18 
and older)

The online-only course 
has the same general 
content as the other course 
options but is entirely 
online. Students work 
through online units, take 
multiple-choice quizzes 
and take a final multiple-
choice exam. This course 
is specifically for students 
with prior hunting or 
firearms handling experi-
ence. It is only for those 18 
or older.

For more information 
on courses, visit https://
dnr.wisconsin.gov/.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) offers multiple hunter education course options and loca-
tions, so hunters can choose the best format for how and where they’d like to learn.	                     WISCONSIN DNR

WIAA approves D5 in girls volleyball
The Wisconsin Inter-

scholastic Athletic Asso-
ciation Board of Control 
authorized the Tourna-
ment Series format to ac-
commodate a fifth division 
of girls volleyball in 2024 
and approved plans for a 
student leadership pro-
gram at its January meeting 
on Jan. 31.

The board approved 
four recommendations 
originated and advanced 

by the Volleyball Coaches 
Advisory Committees, 
including two that revamp 
the Tournament Series 
that expands to five girls’ 
divisions next fall. The 
plan places the largest 116 
enrollments of schools 
sponsoring girls volleyball 
in Division 1, and Divisions 
2, 3, 4 and 5 will consist 
of the remaining schools 
divided equally.

To accommodate the 

addition of four teams 
and three games, the state 
tournament will expand 
to Wednesday afternoon 
and evening with the boys 
volleyball quarterfinals. 
The boys semifinals games 
will be played Thursday 
afternoon with the champi-
onship game scheduled for 
Friday evening.

The girls Division 5 and 
the Division 4 semifinals 
are scheduled for Thurs-

day at 9 a.m. and 11:30 a.m., 
respectively, with the girls 
Division 1 quarterfinals to 
be played Thursday at 5 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. The girls 
Division 1 semifinals are 
slated for Friday at 1 p.m. 
The girls Division 3 and Di-
vision 2 semifinals will be 
played Friday at 8 a.m. and 
10:30 a.m., respectively.

The girls championships 
Saturday will begin with 
Division 5 at 9 a.m. fol-

lowed by Division 4 at 11:30 
a.m., Division 3 at 2 p.m., 
Division 2 at 5 p.m. and 
Division 1 at 7:30 p.m.

One of the other two 
volleyball changes ap-
proved adds a fifth day 
(Sunday-Thursday) to the 
window that seed meet-
ings may be scheduled, and 
the other requires teams 
to wear contrasting colors 
at the state tournament 
for the ease of identifying 

teams unless the schools 
do not have uniforms of 
contrasting colors.

Soccer, football 
changes

The lone rule change 
in boys soccer permits 
tournament series games 
on a shared football and 
soccer natural-turf field if 
agreed upon by participat-
ing schools prior to the day 
of the game.

WIAA, CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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One football recom-

mendation approved by 
the board changes the 
verbiage for the football 
playoff awards.

The round formerly 
identified on the Level 3 
plaques will be changed 
to “Sectional Champions,” 
which will be presented to 
the winner of the third-
round game. The former 
Level 4 game will now be 
identified as the “State 
Semifinals” with only med-
als still being presented 
following the semifinal 

games.
Student Leadership 

Group
Plans for a WIAA 

Student Leadership 
Group were approved. 
The student-athletes will 
serve as ambassadors for 
their peers and the WIAA 
while learning more about 
athletic leadership and the 
sports industry, as well 
as providing the member-
ship with a student-athlete 
voice for advancing the 
purpose of education-
based athletics.

The launch of the initia-
tive will begin with nomi-
nations of student-athletes 
to serve on the leadership 
team beginning in March 
with the first meeting of 
the group in May.

School principals or 
athletic directors may 
nominate one current 
sophomore and junior to 
be a prospective member 
of the committee next 
year. After the first year of 
the initiative, all student-
athletes will serve two-
year terms.

Stevens leads Bowler with 20 points, 20 rebounds
Friday, Feb. 9
Bonduel
Bonduel crushed 

Manawa 70-28 in Central 
Wisconsin East Confer-
ence action. The Bears 
improved to 13-0 in league 
play and 21-2 overall.

Bonduel was led by 
Hailee Thompson and 
her 19 points, including 
four triples, along with 
Ella Hischke with 14 and 
Audrey Weier with 10.

Juliana Jacobs led the 
Bears with eight rebounds, 
with Thompson and Weier 
each grabbing seven, 
and Hischke and Hailey 
Zernicke each with six. 
Hischke led with five as-
sists and seven steals.

Bowler
Isabella Stevens scored 

20 points, Paige Treptow 
knocked down 14 and 
Natalie Rickert had 12 
as Bowler squeaked past 
Northland Lutheran 58-
56 in Central Wisconsin 
North Conference action.

The other 12 points in 
the game came from Ber-
tina Dodge with eight and 
Autumn Thiex with four.

Stevens also pulled 
down an incredible 20 
rebounds and also led her 
team with five assists and 
five steals.

Bowler improved to 5-2 
in conference action and 
10-9 overall.

Gresham
The Wildcats had no 

trouble against White 
Lake, as Gresham pounded 
the Lakers 65-7 in a Central 
Wisconsin North Confer-

ence game.
Gresham improved to 

7-0 in conference play and 
16-4 overall.

Marion
The Mustangs dropped 

a non-conference game to 
Rosholt 38-15. Marion is 
3-17 overall.

Menominee Indian
Menominee Indian fell a 

game behind Weyauwega-
Fremont with a 48-42 loss 
in Central Wisconsin East 
Conference play.

The Eagles are now 5-7 
in the conference and 8-13 
overall.

Oconto Falls
A 5-2 overtime period 

was needed for Oconto 
Falls to claim a 43-40 
North Eastern Conference 
win over Denmark.

Maddy Maloney led 
Oconto Falls with 12 
points, and Amber Otto 
scored 10.

Otto pulled down nine 
rebounds, Rylie Shallow 
had five assists, and Shal-
low and Maloney each had 
three steals.

Oconto Falls led 15-13 
at halftime, but Denmark’s 
25-23 second half showing 
knotted the score at 38-38 
at the end of regulation 
time.

The Panthers are 9-8 in 
conference action.

Pulaski
Maggie Lardinois and 

Lily Urban each scored six 
points to lead Pulaski in 
the Red Raiders’ 46-19 loss 
to Ashwaubenon in Fox 
River Classic Conference 
action.

Pulaski trailed 23-7 at 
the break and was out-
scored 23-12 in the second 
half.

The Red Raiders are 
9-8 in conference play and 
11-12 overall.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood

Melaina Granquist 
knocked down three 
3-pointers and scored 
22 points in Wittenberg-
Birnamwood’s 69-26 win 
over Amherst.

Rory Salvesen added 
another 19 for the Char-
gers, Harper Rogowski 
scored 11, and Faith Resch 
had 10.

The Chargers led 42-6 
at intermission and went 
on to outscore their hosts 
27-20 in the second half.

Granquist also led her 
team with nine rebounds, 
and Salvesen led with five 
assists and six steals.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood improved to 11-2 in 
conference play, having 
won its last six conference 
games.

Thursday, Feb. 8
Gillett
Cilena Guns led all 

scorers with 17 points and 
Emily Soper added 11 in 
Gillett’s 43-41 victory over 
Coleman in Marinette & 
Oconto Conference action.

Also scoring for the 
Tigers were the other four 
players: Mia Soper with 
seven, Maggie Kaczmarek 
with four, and Lily Hansen 
and Sophie Limberg, each 
with two.

Coleman held an 18-16 

lead at the break, with Gil-
lett coming from behind 
with a 27-23 second half to 
capture the two-point win.

Gillett improved to 8-6 
in the conference and 12-9 
overall.

Lena
It was no contest for 

Lena in their 61-20 clob-
bering of Wausaukee in 
a Marinette & Oconto 
Conference game.

Eva Brooks led all scor-
ers with 25 points, more 
than all of Wausaukee 
players combined. Madilyn 
Thomson scored another 
15. Brooks connected on a 
pair of 3-pointers.

Brooks also led with 13 
rebounds and four assists. 
Thomson had six steals.

At 14-0 in conference 
play and 21-1 overall, Lena 
dominated Wausaukee 
with a 35-8 first half and 
26-12 second half.

Shawano
Leah Nordin scored 30 

points and Abby Bys-
tol added 11 as Shawano 
downed Seymour 63-54.

The Hawks improved to 
5-6 in the Bay Conference 
and 15-7 overall.

Tuesday, Feb. 6
Bonduel
Another game and an-

other win for Bonduel.
The Bears crushed 

Weyauwega-Fremont 78-33 
in a Central Wisconsin 
East Conference game. 
Bonduel improved to 12-0 
in conference play and 
20-2 overall.

Gresham

All five Gresham girls 
and all seven Niagara girls 
scored in a low-scoring 
non-conference game at 
Niagara.

Madolyn Haffner’s 10 
points led the Wildcats in 
their 31-26 win. Lexi Bad-
dmoccosin-Barnes scored 
eight points, Janay Pecore-
Kirkland added six, Jocelyn 
Cerveny scored five and 
Jesse Jensen added two.

Gresham posted a slim 
one-point lead at the half 
and enlarged that with a 
16-12 score after the break.

Marion
Marion dropped to 2-6 

in the Central Wisconsin 
North Conference follow-
ing a 53-26 loss to North-
land Lutheran at home. 
The Mustangs are 3-16 
overall.

Chargers clip Eagles
Rory Salvesen lit up 

the scoreboard with 39 
points, including a trio 
of triples, as Wittenberg-
Birnamwood slammed 
Menominee Indian 66-47 
in a Central Wisconsin 
East Conference contest.

Melaina Granquist also 
scored 10 in the victory.

Granquist led Witten-
berg-Birnamwood with 
nine rebounds, Brie Ladika 
had four assists, and Sal-
vesen nabbed eight steals.

The Chargers improved 
to 10-2 in the conference 
and 19-2 overall. The 
Eagles fell to 5-6 in league 
play and 8-12 overall.

Pulaski
The Red Raiders came 

from behind to notch a 61-
56 Fox River Classic Con-
ference win over Green 
Bay Preble.

Olivia Sprangers led Pu-
laski with 20 points, with 
Maggie Lardinois contrib-
uting 11.

Green Bay Preble led 
25-21 after the first half, but 
Pulaski fought back to a 
40-31 second half and the 
five-point win.

The win moved the Red 
Raiders to 9-7 in confer-
ence play and 11-11 overall.

Monday, Feb. 5
Lena
Lena lost its first game 

of the year, a non-con-
ference matchup against 
Crandon.

Now 20-1 overall, Lena 
was beaten by two points, 
56-54. Crandon led 33-26 at 
the half, and even though 
Lena won the second half 
28-23, it wasn’t enough for 
the win.

Eva Brooks led the 
Wildcats with 25 points, 
including three 3-point-
ers. Kali Fischer scored 13 
points, and Madilyn Thom-
son added 12. The other 
four points were scored by 
Whitney Potter.

Thomson led her team 
with 11 boards, seven as-
sists and two steals.

Menominee Indian
After a three-game win-

ning streak in the Central 
Wisconsin East Confer-
ence, Menominee Indian 
lost a non-conference 
battle to Oneida Nation, 
61-56.

Six Shawano wrestlers 
advance to sectionals

Six members of the Sha-
wano boys wrestling team 
will advance to sectional 
action following a suc-
cessful round of regional 
wrestling Feb. 10 at Green 
Bay Preble.

Moving on for the 
Hawks will be Dane Hod-
kiewicz, Owen Montour, 
Drake Herm, Carsen 
Herm, Drew Chelberg and 
Connor Chelberg.

Drake Herm earned his 
100th win during his first-
round win. He won his 
bracket in quick fashion 
with two quick pins.

“Drake has been wres-
tling really well during the 
second half of the season,” 
coach Mike Homan said. 
“We are excited to see him 

wrestle next weekend at 
sectionals.”

Carsen Herm also 
placed first and finished 
with two pins.

“Carsen wrestled a 
great tournament today 
and will look to finish 
well next weekend at the 
sectional tournament,” 
Homan said.

Hodkiewicz and Con-
nor Chelberg each placed 
third.

“Dane wrestled tough 
matches and earned his 
third-place finish. He con-
tinues to do great things 
on the mat,” Homan said. 
“Connor wrestled well 
during the day and earned 
a tech fall in his third-place 
match.”

Owen Montour and 
Drew Chelberg each 
placed fourth.

“All six of the wrestlers 
will look to place in the 
top 2two next weekend to 
move onto the state tour-
nament,” Homan said.

Finishing in fifth place 
were Dylan Gartner, Kody 
Popelka, Mason Theis and 
Brayen Biovin. Taking 
sixth were Alex Montour, 
Austin Stickney and Mar-
cus Cicero,

The team as a whole 
placed fourth.

The Shawano girls 
team will also compete at 
sectionals next weekend 
with the first-place finish-
ers moving on the state 
tournament.
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HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for
anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a

fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call

AmeriGlide today! 1-888-
686-1458 (WCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! 

LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter

protection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase.

Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. 

Call 1-855-948-3442
JACUZZI BATH REMODEL

Can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,

we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply. 

Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24

1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)
Prepare for power outages

today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now

to receive a FREE 7-Year
warranty with 

qualifying purchase. Call 1-
888-355-6955 today to

schedule a free quote. It's not
just a generator. It's a power

move.

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC home standby

generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 7-year warranty

w/qualifying purchase*. Call
1-877-626-1009 today to

schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power

move. (WCAN)
REPLACE YOUR ROOF

w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from

Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles & 
multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to

50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,

health 
workers & 1st responders)

Call Erie Metal Roofs 
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design

consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call 1-844-

479-1327 today to see how
you can save $1,000 on

installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/wc

p (WCAN)

HHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSSHHOOUUSSEEHHOOLLDD  GGOOOODDSS

The bathroom of your
dreams in as 

little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No

Payments & No
Interest for 18 months for

customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many

options available. Quality 
materials & professional 

installation. Senior &
Military 

Discounts Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850

(WCAN)

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

Classified advertising at it's
best. Reach over 250,000

homes in 
northeast WI and Upper

Michigan. Place your ad in
over 20

newspapers/shoppers. Just
go to

www.greatnorthernconn.com. 
Fast, easy and affordable.

COLLECTORS GUN SHOW
Mar 16 & 17 - HS Gym

Cornell
Sat. 8am-5pm, Sun 9am-3pm

ATTN: TRUE
COLLECTORS!

This show will host modern
guns & also a LARGE

percentage
of High End Collectible Guns! 
Winchesters, Drillings,_Colts,

Smith & several more.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

FOR THIS SPECIAL SHOW
Info 563-608-4401 Marv

Kraus

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO
SELL? .... GET RESULTS!
Affordable advertising that

fits your budget! Reach
OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &

Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!

Publishers
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737

www.pdsadnet.com

GUN SHOW: February 16-
18, 2024 Sunnyview Expo,
500 E. Cty Rd Y, Oshkosh,

WI. Fri 3-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm,
Sun 9am-3pm. Admission: $8

(14 & Under FREE)
Buy/Sell/Trade 608-752-6677

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)

and/or the member 
publications review ads to

the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many 

unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT
SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO

BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a

complaint regarding an ad,
please 

SSppeecciiaall
NNoottiicceess

contact The Department of
Trade, 

Agriculture & Consumer
Protection 1-800-422-7128

(WCAN)

PPEETTSSPPEETTSS

AKC REG COCKER SPAN
PUPS! 50% OFF! 2 Rescues

avail too! Sweet Adorable
Pets! Shots 920-563-3410

mornings (#268588) (WCAN)

CAVAPOO PUPPIES Born
12-8-23 3-Males 2-Females

vet checked
dewormed shots, $300

No Sunday Sales
715-267-6887

COCKALIERPOO Born 2-
18-23 Non-Shed,

spayed/trained $500 No Sun
Calls 715-644-3684

KING CHARLES CAVALIER
PUPS 4-M, 1-F Vet/shots
Ready Now $600 OBO 

715-701-2066

MINI COCK-A-POOS Hypo-
allergenic, Non-shed,

shots/vet F-$600, M-$500;
PUREBRED REG COCKER

SPANIEL PUPPIES 
715-758-2433

Non-Registered (F)
English Lab & (M) Yellow
Lab. Shots/wormed. $300

715-721-0927

POMERANIANS APRI
CERTIFIED PEDIGREES

Show prospects, Friendly Vet
chk, Health Guar. $800 

715-654-5149

PUREBRED BOXER PUPS
Flashy Brindle & Fawn
Shots UTD Ready Now!

$300
715-701-1473

PUREBRED MINI POODLE
PUPPIES Shots/wormed

Well socialized w/kids $600
N4328 Cty Rd T Shawano

715-758-6282

SILVER LABRADOODLES
non-shed shots/wormed

$300. Ready to Go! 
715-660-1085

BBOOAABBOOAATTSS//WWTTSS//WWAAAATTEERRTTEERR

BOATS*BOATS*BOATS
Pontoons, Runabouts &
Fishing Boats, 14-28 ft.

Huge Heated Showroom.
Horn Ford - Marine, Hwy

10,
Brillion 1-800-261-4676
www.HornFord.com

VVeehhiicclleess..

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support

our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup

and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car

Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,

Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost

vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax

credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at! 
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home internet

with EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,

no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up

to 300 GB. 
Call 844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual

Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus 

procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a

discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE

Dental 
Information Kit with all the

details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,

sports, & 
local channels. 99% signal

reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.

HBO Max & Premium
Channels included for 3 mos

(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No

annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.

Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

SSeerrvviicceessOOffffeerreedd

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus

over 40 regional & specialty 
networks included. NFL,

College 
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,

Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply Call 

DIRECTV 1-888-925-9452
(WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease 

customers! Limited Time 
Call 1-844-829-5070

(WCAN)
MobileHelp, America's

Premier 
Mobile Medical Alert

System. Whether you're
home or away, for safety and

Peace of Mind. No Long
Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today! 

1-855-491-0732 (WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR

disease are leading causes
of death, according to the

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening

can provide peace of mind or
early detection! 

Contact Life Line Screening
to 

schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings

for just $149! Call 
1-888-675-5048 (WCAN)
SWITCH & SAVE UP TO

$250/YEAR on your talk, text
& data. No contract & no

hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.

Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100%

U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call 

1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)
Switch to DISH Get up to a
$300 gift card! Plus get the

Multisport pack
included for a limited time!

Hurry, call for details: 
1-844-897-8523 (WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE

INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

VVaaccaattiioonn//
LLaakkee  PPrrooppeerrttyy

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare

Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in

2019. Get FREE 
informational package &

learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE 

consultations. Over 450
positive 

reviews. CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)

AAUUCCTTIIOONNSSAAUUCCTTIIOONNSS

AUCTION - MARCH 9th -
10AM Real estate & personal

property of the Brian Jung
Estate, W11157 CR-A,
Gresham, WI including

253+/- acre Farm, Machinery,
& Special items. Open House

March 2nd 1-3PM contact
NOLAN SALES LLC,

Marion, WI 715-754-5221
Lic#165 & 142

www.nolansales.com for
details (WCAN)

“FABULOUS FEBRUARY
AUCTION”: Saturday,

February 17th, starting at
11am (Preview 2/16/24,

11am-4pm) at 5590W US
Highway 2, Manistique, MI.
Sporting, Tools, Household

Items, & More! Check out our
website www.upauction.com

for pics & info on other
upcoming auctions. 

THE AUCTION BLOCK.
Phone 906-341-7355/906

450-7356  (gnc)
UP TO $15,000 OF

GUARANTEED LIFE
INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or

visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

WHITE GERMAN
SHEPHERD PUPPIES $800

phone 715-567-4400 

Apartment For
Rent?

AAddvveerrttiissee  IItt  
WWiitthh  UUss!!

BBuuyy  IItt
SSeellll  IItt

CCllaassssiiffiieeddss
771155--552266--66118888

LOST?
FOUND?

PPUUTT  OOUURR
CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

TTOO  WWOORRKK
FFOORR  YYOOUU!!

715-526-6188

Are you looking
for qualified

help?
Advertise it in the 
CLASSIFIEDS
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*

The INDEPENDENCEThe INDEPENDENCE
BUILT-IN BATTERY BACK-UP*

NO POWER? NO PROBLEM!
BUILT-IN BATTERY BACK-UP*

NO POWER? NO PROBLEM!

CUSTOMIZE YOUR STOVE W/
MULTIPLE TILE & PANEL OPTIONS!

CUSTOMIZE YOUR STOVE W/
MULTIPLE TILE & PANEL OPTIONS!

*With approved credit. *Discounts can not be combined. *30% Tax Credit applies to select pellet and wood stoves only. Please see sales associate for details. 

STANDARD
INSTALL

STANDARD
INSTALL

FREEF R E E **

With  New Stove  Purchase.*  ($590.00 Retai l  Value)

920.779.6647920.779.6647    
PELLETHEAD.COMPELLETHEAD.COM  

DALEDALE
GREEN BAYGREEN BAY

JUNCTION CITYJUNCTION CITY

FREE*  
ASH VAULT PRO

FREE*  
ASH VAULT PRO

WOOD PELLET STOVEWOOD PELLET STOVE  

**
SAVESAVE $2,000$2,000

   ON MOST PELLET & WOOD STOVES WITH THE 2024 TAX CREDIT*

UP
TOP

LU
S

!

NO CHIMNEY REQUIRED W/PELLET STOVE*
SAVE UP TO 50% ON HEATING*
NO CHIMNEY REQUIRED W/PELLET STOVE*
SAVE UP TO 50% ON HEATING*

EASY PAYMENTS* AS LOW AS $2.00/DAY!*
0% INTEREST*
EASY PAYMENTS* AS LOW AS $2.00/DAY!*
0% INTEREST*
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I know of something 
amazing that should be in 
the newspaper! I should 

drop them a line at
news@newmedia-wi.com
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FFA Week 2024 runs Feb. 17-24
NEW Media salutes our local FFA local chapters through their own words and photos

FFA is a lifetime activity. Tim and Adam Wierzba flip cobs of corn on a grill in Washington Park during the Witten-
berg-Birnamwood FFA Alumni Corn Roast in Wittenberg last summer.� FILE | NEW MEDIA

Agribusiness is part of 
the lifeblood of northeast 
Wisconsin, and every day, 
members of FFA are con-
tributing to their schools 
and communities through 
a wide variety of activities 
— a fact NEW Media is 
thrilled to celebrate in our 
annual salute to National 
FFA Week.

Through their own 
words and photos, FFA 
members describe the 
work they’ve been doing 
in the local chapters based 

at area high schools.
National FFA Week 

always runs from Saturday 
to Saturday and encom-
passes Feb. 22, George 
Washington’s birthday. 
This year, the week kicks 
off on Feb. 17 and culmi-
nates on Feb. 24.

The National FFA 
board of directors des-
ignated the weeklong 
tradition, which began in 
1948, recognizing Wash-
ington’s legacy as an 
agriculturist and farmer. 

A group of young farmers 
founded FFA in 1928, and 
the organization has been 
influencing generations 
that agriculture is more 
than planting and harvest-
ing — it involves science, 
business and more.

The National FFA 
Organization is a school-
based national youth 
leadership development 
organization of more than 
945,000 student members 
as part of 9,163 local FFA 
chapters in all 50 states, 

Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands.

The FFA mission is to 
make a positive difference 
in the lives of students by 
developing their potential 
for premier leadership, 
personal growth and 
career success through 
agricultural education. For 
more, visit the National 
FFA Organization online 

at FFA.org and on Face-
book, Instagram, LinkedIn 
and Twitter.

The National FFA 
Foundation builds part-
nerships with industry, 
education, government, 
other foundations and 
individuals to secure 
financial resources that 
recognize FFA member 
achievements, develop 

student leaders and 
support the future of 
agricultural education. 
A separately registered 
nonprofit organization, the 
foundation is governed by 
a board of trustees that 
includes the national FFA 
president, educators, busi-
ness leaders and individu-
al donors. For more, visit 
ffa.org/give.
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Month by month, Shawano FFA stays busy
By MADISYN WEINIG

Shawano FFA Reporter 2023-2024

Our Shawano FFA Chapter has many events through-
out the year for members to participate in. Many of these 
events are planned by the 2023-24 officer team, which 
includes five juniors, our president, Anna Majeski; vice 
president, Brynn Hannes; secretary, Hannah Yeager; 
treasurer, Kendra Strebel; and reporter, Madisyn Weinig, 
as well as one senior, the sentinel, Maddie Krueger.

The FFA school year starts in September, with the an-
nual steak fry. This event is held each year for members 
to pay their dues and socialize with other members of the 
chapter. Moving into October, we started the second an-
nual year of Socktober. This event is held to raise socks 
for homeless shelters and schools within the community. 
This year the event raised 511 pairs of socks.

Another activity that was held was homecoming float 
building. This year the club chose to decorate the float 
with our chapter theme of “Expand your Roots with 
Shawano FFA.” Another event in October is the Trunk or 
Treat event at Olga Brener, where we decorate a vehicle 
and hand out string cheese to trick or treaters. Closing 
out October, we get the annual fruit and kringle fund-
raiser.

To start out November, we have members go into 
fifth-grade art classes to teach them about Christmas 
trees and have them decorate ornaments for the Christ-
mas tree in the high school commons. The tree is put up 
at the end of the month, and after the hard work is done, 
we treat our members to a pizza social.

Staying in the holiday spirit, December starts with 
members going into classes at Hillcrest and Sacred Heart 
to teach children about reindeer and help them make 
reindeer food. Shortly after, we held Milk and Cook-
ies with Santa. This event is a community event held at 
The Naborhood Park for kids to come and see Santa and 
enjoy milk and cookies.

To start off the new year, we hold many work nights 
for our members to come and work on State Degrees, 
American Degrees and Proficiencies. These applications 
are due throughout February, and we want to make sure 
that our members have adequate time and resources to 
finish their applications.

Another event in February is Walsh Dental’s Giv-
ing Kids a Smile Event. We send members to help with 
this event. This year National FFA Week is Feb. 17-24. 
Members work hard to plan activities and dress-up days 
for the school to participate in. During this week, we will 
also have treats for our members, teachers and students. 
To close out FFA Week, the chapter officers help out 
with the FFA Alumni Wild Game Feed, which is held at 
Shawano County Park.

In March, regional CDEs (Career Development 
Events) take place. A CDE is a group of four individu-
als who compete in a contest related to an agricultural 
career. Members work hard to study their topic area 
throughout the year and this contest shows how they 
rank against others in the area, if they qualify for the 
state competition it is held at the end of April.

At the beginning of April, we hold a Drive your Trac-
tor to School Day. We are also looking to have members 
of the community participate in this event by driving 
tractors around the elementary schools to show children 
the machinery. A final event that is held in April is Kids 
Safety Day. This is held at Olga Brener for children to 
learn about safety in different careers.

Finally, at the end of the FFA year in May, we hold an 
awards night for members and their families to celebrate 
their achievements and accomplishments throughout the 
year. This is also where the 2024-25 officer team will be 
announced and installed to start their year of planning 
and service on the officer team. We are looking for-
ward to coming events and are excited to see where our 
younger members will take the chapter.

Shawano FFA members and officers helping to set up the Christmas tree in the high school commons. The tree and other decorations are set up at the end of 
November and left up until the end of December for the school and community members to enjoy. From left, Levi Wendorf, Kendra Strebel, Kenley Kelliher 
and Brynn Hannes.� CONTRIBUTED

Members helping to pack string cheese that is handed out at the Trunk or 
Treat event. From left, Addyson Kust, Brooklyn Koenig, Aiden Kern and Cam-
den Kern.� CONTRIBUTED

Shawano FFA held a Greenhand Day for all freshman who were interested in or wanted to check out what FFA is. The day was filled with different activities 
led by our advisers and chapter officers. Here, Freshman were challenged to make Kool-Aid blindfolded with only the help of one person. This was meant to 
teach them about the importance of communication. From left, are Claire Wegner, Kyera Williams and Harper Rettke.� CONTRIBUTED
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Oconto Falls FFA membership outgrows 
agriculture class meeting room

In the past year, the Oconto Falls FFA Chapter had 
many exciting accomplishments and participated in 
many events. During the summer Executive FFA Of-
ficer Retreat, the students decided that the goals for 
2023-2024 would be: enthusiastic opportunities, inclu-
sion and increase active participation.

Some notable accomplishments include 12 of our 
chapter members earning Greenhand Degrees, eight 
earning Chapter Degrees and one, our very own 
chapter president, Abigail Roskom, earning her State 
Degree.

Three members, Mika, Megan and Mckenna, at-
tended the Washington Leadership Conference. Our 
chapter had members attend the State Convention as 
chapter delegates and one participant in the the State 
FFA Band. Members also participated in other FFA 
leadership workshops and conferences.

The chapter organized an Elementary Ag Night 
where students with their parents and moved through 
stations. FFA members at both Washington Middle 
School and Oconto Falls High School led them in 
activities such as fishing, planting seeds and making 
pine cone bird treats. Students even had the chance to 
witness a student making jams and jellies, which they 
could eat on a gourmet grilled cheese. They earned 
stamps for each activity completed, which they re-
corded in a booklet to qualify for prizes.

Another new elementary student project was Farm 
Boots Ag Literacy Night where elementary school 
students and their families moved through stations 
to listen as FFA members read pages of a book about 
different types of footwear ag workers wear and dis-
cussed it with them.

Every June. our chapter collaborates with the three 
other county FFA chapters to help at the Breakfast on 
the Farm, last year held at Kohls Dairy Farm in Gillett, 
which had 4,500 attendees.

The year wrapped up with our annual holiday fun-
draiser, featuring fruit and local agribusiness products. 
This year’s sale set a record for products sold and 
profit earned help support premier leadership, per-
sonal growth and career success thanks to the support 
of our community and business partners.

FFA advisers are Walter Taylor, Hallie Rehn and 
Mariah Markhardt.

Oconto Falls High School FFA meetings have been moved to the school’s Performing Art Center as membership surges past 100 members, 22% of the school’s student population.� CONTRIBUTED

Natalie and Margaret Rieth prepare their steer for the Wisconsin State Fair Junior Beef show. Their mom is providing feedback as they work on the animal.
CONTRIBUTED
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The Oconto Falls FFA executive officer team for 2023-24 is, from left, Ben Adams, reporter; Lillian Holley, vice presi-
dent; Mika Tassoul, sentinel; Destiny Vandevoort, vice president; Olivia Wagner, secretary; Kara Philhower, parlia-
mentarian; Abigail Roskom, president; Jadyn Weslow, vice president; and Isabelle Blazek, historian.� CONTRIBUTED

FFA members at Oconto Falls High School are thankful for this year’s holiday fundraiser, which surpassed $40,000 
in gross sales. Profits support student learning to achieve premier leadership, personal growth, and career success 
through agricultural education. Members sold fruit from MinnTex Citrus, and our chapter is proud to offer items from 
local agribusinesses like Meatski’s Meats, Springside Cheese, Pete’s Mustard and Big Dees Honey Farm.

CONTRIBUTED
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A very busy year for Lena FFA
The 2023-24 Lena 

FFA officer team consists 
of President Anthony 
Seefeldt, Vice Presidents 
Mackenzie Vorpahl and 
Nadia Shallow, Secretary 
McKenna Garrigan, Sen-
tinel Kyriana Bergevain, 
Reporter Lily Ann Greetan, 
Treasurer America Thom-
as, junior adviser Logan 

Graef, and adviser Roberta 
Windus.

The Lena FFA has been 
very busy throughout the 
year. Members attend 
State and National FFA 
Convention, judge dairy 
cattle at the World Dairy 
Expo, volunteer at the WPS 
farm show in the informa-
tion booths, and volunteer 

in the education area of 
Oconto County Breakfast 
on the Farm. For fun, the 
members attend regular 
meetings, where we have 
game nights, movie nights, 
cookouts and fun activities. 
As a group, we attend vari-
ous events such as Disney 
on Ice, Monster Trucks or a 
Green Bay Gamblers game.

The Lena FFA Alumni 
and FFA Supporters are a 
vital support group to the 
Lena FFA. Without their 
support and dedication, the 
activities we do would not 
be possible.

The Lena FFA Would 
also like to thank Peshtigo 
Veterinary Clinic LLC, 
Zoetis Industry Support 

Program with Valley Vet 
Clinic SC for their gener-
ous donations. Mark your 
calendars for 9 a.m. to 
noon April 20 when Lena 
FFA, along with Valley 
Vet, will be hosting a vac-
cination clinic for dogs and 
cats in the Lena Agricul-
ture Room.

The Lena FFA officers 

have planned a very excit-
ing FFA week. The officers 
will be promoting dress-up 
days, Money Wars with 
donations being donated to 
a local student in need of 
medical assistance, our an-
nual Ag Olympics, coloring 
contest, and sponsoring an 
FFA emblem hunt and daily 
FFA trivia.

Sam Peterson exhibits his dairy animal at the Oconto County Fair.� CONTRIBUTED

Lena FFA members attending the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis are, from left, Macy Herald, Alabama Lam-
bert, Grace Madson, America Thomas, Lillyan Neta, Anthony Seefeldt, Logan Graef, Kaelyn Cook, Kenna Garrigan, 
Kenzie Vorpahl and Laila Collar.� CONTRIBUTED

Grace Seefeldt takes part in the formal show at the Oconto County Fair.� CONTRIBUTED
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Payton Berger, the Wittenberg-Birnamwood FFA officer team treasurer, checks out turkeys to take to the food pantry.� CONTRIBUTED

Active in the
This school year has been busy for the Witt-Birn 

FFA. Starting off the year, our officer team wanted to 
plan events that would benefit the local communities. 
Since then, we have hosted three major events that 
have helped expand our outreach to our community. 
We donated apples to our school cafeteria, hosted 
The Gobbler Gallop, which supported donating to the 
food pantry, and donated fruit to the local fire stations. 
These projects have been an amazing way to give back 
to our community.

In September, we teamed up with Rock Ridge 
Orchard to donate apples to our school lunch program. 
We made four donations throughout the fall, totaling 
12 bushels of Cortland apples and nine bushels of Ruby 
Macintosh. This donation ensured the school had fresh 
apples to serve during lunch time. Our officer team 
enjoyed being able to benefit the school, while also 
working with a small business from central Wisconsin.

Nov. 11 and the weeks leading up to it was by far the 
busiest time for our officer team, but no matter how 
much work it took, that day made it all worth it. On 
Nov. 11, our FFA teamed up with 17 amazing sponsors 
to host the first annual Gobbler Gallop. The Gobbler 
Gallop was a 5k run around the town of Wittenberg. 
Any donations that we received and all entry fees went 
to purchasing Thanksgiving dinners to give to the 
Wittenberg Food Pantry. In total, we donated 50-plus 
Thanksgiving dinners and $3,800 to the pantry. Our 
runners were ranked by age, and awards were given 
to the winner of each age group. We had a warming 
station in the pavilion where hot chocolate, coffee, and 
donuts were served. While the officer team mingled 
with the runners everyone, expressed how much they 
enjoyed the run and how they hope we will continue 
to do it.

Lastly, before Christmas break a few officers took 
fruit from our fruit sale in November to four surround-
ing fire stations. We wanted to thank the local firefight-
ers for always keeping the community safe. Donating 
to local businesses is something that our FFA really 
enjoys doing and hopes to continue.

Overall, so far we have accomplished so much 
and can’t wait to see what the rest of the school year 
brings.
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community: Wittenberg-Birnamwood FFA

ABOVE: The Wittenberg-Birnamwood FFA chapter officer team, after the 
Gobbler Gallop, from left, are Vivian Resch, Lillian Fischer, Adrianna Quade, 
Payton Berger, Ava Medo, Matthew Nousen, Jonas Bushman, Matthew 
Christain and Gracyn Uttecht, and in the front row Korey Nousen.

RIGHT: The officer team donated apples to the school lunch program. From 
left, are Vivian Resch, Lillian Fischer, Payton Berger, Korey Nousen, Matthew 
Nousen, Jonas Bushman, Lauri Klumpyan, Kandice Miller and Lois Anderson.

CONTRIBUTED
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Gresham FFA chapter involved in diverse activities
Gresham FFA has numerous up-

coming activities planned and par-
ticipated in many notable activities 
for the 2023-24 school year, led by 
this year’s FFA officers: senior Joc-
elyn Cerveny as president, senior 
Bryson Nelson as vice president of 
student development, sophomore 
Allie Cerveny as vice president of 
chapter development, sophomore 
Emily Jensen as vice president of 
community development, senior 
Abigail Hohensee as secretary, 
sophomore Cody Mehlberg as 
reporter, junior Jefferson Hoffman 
as student adviser, and Jeff Zobeck 
as the adviser.

The summer before the school 
year started, the officer team and 
Mr. Zobeck, with two additions, 
Porter Hoffman and Kaidyen 
Zaitz, traveled to Madison for the 
Wisconsin State FFA Convention 
at the Alliant Energy Center in the 
middle of June. They were able to 
attend workshops, connect with 
other FFA members, attend ses-
sions and enjoy fun activities.

Also, before the beginning of the 
school year, two FFA officers Joc-
elyn Cerveny and Bryson Nelson 
were able to attend WLC (Wash-
ington Leadership Conference) for 
a week in July. This conference al-
lowed them to learn about the his-
tory of Washington, D.C., and gain 
leadership experience all while 
connecting with FFA members 
from all over the nation.

Starting at the beginning of the 
school year in September, the offi-
cer team was able to attend a lead-
ership conference in Seymour and 
develop greater leadership skills. 
The officer team then planned 
an exciting community event, a 

Haunted Barn on Oct. 14. Many 
FFA members contributed and 
participated in the success of this 
event, which raised a great amount 
of food for the local food pantry 
in Gresham and some money for 
Gresham FFA.

FFA members were then able 
to take a trip to the World Dairy 
Expo in Madison, which was a 
great learning experience about 
the importance of the dairy world. 
At the end of October and going 
into November, the officer team 
and Mr. Zobeck, with an addi-
tion, Griffin Hoffman, traveled to 
Indianapolis for The National FFA 
Convention and Expo. During this 
trip, they toured a buffalo farm, a 
boar genetics farm and a candy fac-
tory. They also were able to attend 
a concert, sessions, and build new 
relationships through other fun 
experiences.

Gresham FFA has already had 
a few Blue and Gold Nights, one, 
in particular, was a service project 
in December where they helped 
wrap presents for Christmas is For 
Caring. Two blood drives were 
already run by Gresham FFA, and 
they plan to have another one 
before the end of the school year. 
For the rest of the school year, 
some activities that are planned 
include exciting events for FFA 
Week, donkey basketball, WPS 
Farm Show in Oshkosh, touring 
Farm Wisconsin Discovery Center 
in Manitowoc, roadside cleanup, 
and Plow Days.

The Gresham FFA officers, 
along with Mr. Zobeck, are proud 
of their accomplishments and ex-
cited for what the future holds for 
Gresham FFA.

Gresham FFA members who attended World Dairy Expo included, from left, Jocelyn Cerveny, Abigail Hohensee, Jacob Hohensee, Luke 
Jensen, Jessa Jensen and Bryson Nelson.� CONTRIBUTED

Representing Gresham FFA at the Washington Leadership Conference are Jocelyn Cerveny, left, and Bryson Nelson.� CONTRIBUTED

Gresham FFA members attending the 2023 Wisconsin FFA Convention included, front row, from left, Allie Cerveny, 
Emily Jensen, Jocelyn Cerveny and Abigail Hohensee. Back row, from left, are Cody Mehlberg, Porter Hoffman, Kai-
dyen Zaitz, and Jefferson Hoffman.� CONTRIBUTED
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Suring FFA is having another successful year
The Suring FFA chapter has been very busy 

with its program of activities to promote stu-
dent leadership, strengthening agriculture and 
building communities.

In May, our chapter hosted our annual Ag 
Education Day that included a petting zoo 
and various ag education related stations 
for Suring Elementary and St. John Lutheran 
students.

In June, our chapter with other FFA chap-
ters participated in the Neighborhood Dairy 
Distribution service project, which provided 
numerous dairy products to community mem-
bers, we participated in the Breakfast on the 
Farm ag education activities and we helped 
the Breed Sportsman assemble bicycles for 
their annual Fourth of July celebration.

Eight Suring FFA members attended the 
FFA State Convention held in Madison and 
had the opportunity to watch Macie Reed 
receive her State FFA Degree. We toured Two 
Guernsey Girls Dairy in Freedom and LaClare 
Family Goat Creamery in Malone. Throughout 
the summer, numerous members participated 
in many livestock shows, the Wisconsin State 
Fair and the Oconto County Fair.

In July, the newly installed officers went 
to Spur of the Moment Ranch for our of-
ficer retreat. Officers discussed new ideas 
for the following year and upcoming events. 
Tessa Losurdo, Kaley Thompson and Maddie 
Hatfield attended the Washington Leader-
ship Conference in Washington, D.C., where 
members are provided a premiere leadership 
experience.

The Suring Labor Day Celebration provid-
ed many opportunities for service, fundraising 
and fun.

Our annual Haunted Forest took place in 
October. Over 60 members participated in the 
fun of scaring, concessions or group lead-
ing. We also held a food drive for the Suring 
School Food Pantry.

We continued our Pumpkin Carving/Deco-
rating Contest for our entire student body.

In November, we sent eight members to 
the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis. 
Lots of tours, member bonding and fun. In 
December, the chapter has a large fruit sale 
that many community members generously 
support. We had another successful sale.

The Suring FFA and Ag Education program 
has a long history at Suring Public School. The 
FFA chapter was chartered in 1947. The school 
currently has 82 members and their adviser 
is Mary E. Smith. The many programs and 
activities of Suring FFA would not be possible 
without the help of our Suring FFA Alumni 
and the Suring Community. Thank you!

LEFT: Suring FFA Officers 2023-24 are Ginger Gerndt, secretary; Bunny Cramer, treasurer; Birdee Cramer, par-
liamentarian; Hailey Huguet, sentinel; Tessa Losurdo, president; Chloe Schroeder, reporter; Georgia Gerndt, vice 
president and Chase Schindel, vice president.� CONTRIBUTED

ABOVE: Morgan Dryja and Bunny Cramer help an elementary student hear the heartbeat of a rabbit during Ag 
Education Day.� CONTRIBUTED
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By HOPE SOPER
Special to NEW Media

The Gillett FFA has been 
strengthening agriculture 
and promoting community 
growth for many years.

The FFA has been a thriv-
ing club with 50-plus mem-
bers. These students have 
attended conferences like the 
Fall Leadership Workshop to 
sharpen their leadership skills 
and grow as people.

FFA has opened many 
new doors for Gillett mem-
bers as they have had op-
portunities to travel to places 
like Madison and experience 
the World Dairy Expo and 
Indianapolis for the National 
FFA Convention and Expo.

The Gillett chapter strives 
to help grow its commu-
nity. One of these events is 
the annual Holiday Dinner, 
when the elderly are invited 
to have a home-cooked meal 
and visit with members. 
It always puts a smile on 
someone’s face and is a great 
way to kick off the holiday 
season.

Another event they put 
on yearly called “Farmer 
Appreciation,” where they 
put together five-gallon pails 
with Glazers Donuts, milk, 
and other snacks. They then 

deliver the buckets to local 
farmers and thank them for 
all their hard work.

Members always lend a 
hand and volunteer at vari-
ous community events like 
Breakfast on the Farm and 
the town clean up.

The Gillett FFA always 
wants to spread the word 
about FFA and get others 
involved. They plan excit-
ing events, including FFA 
Week activities and Partners 
in Active Learning Support, 
a mentoring program for 
elementary schoolers.

Many members of the 
Gillett FFA are currently get-
ting ready for the Leadership 
Development Events and 
Career Development Events 
competitions and working on 
submitting their Supervised 
Agriculture Experience pro-
ficiency application. These 
competitions help students 
expand their knowledge of 
agriculture and help them 
prepare for a career.

The Gillett FFA is a 
thriving club that offers 
many opportunities and ben-
efits students in many ways. 
Getting involved provides 
ways to help serve your 
community, prepare for the 
future, and grow relation-
ships.

Gillett FFA builds 
relationships in the 

local community

Kylee Stelzer of Suring FFA leads the grand champion beef market steer into the auction ring during the 2021 Sale of Champions at the Oconto County Youth 
Fair in Gillett.� FILE | NEW MEDIA
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