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John Koskinen, chief economist for the Wisconsin Department of Revenue, presents figures indicating the state has rebounded from pandemic-era lows during the past two

years.
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Oconto County future seen as bright

Tourism and economic development organization unveils new name

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The chief economist for the Wisconsin
Department of Revenue told a gathering
of Oconto County business and govern-
ment leaders Feb. 5 that the state of Wis-
consin has shown “remarkable resilience
in a challenging economy.”

John Koskinen was the keynote
speaker at the annual Economic Outlook
Breakfast hosted by the newly rebranded
Tourism and Economic Development
Corp. of the Oconto Region (TEDCOR).
The nonprofit formerly known as the
Oconto County Economic Development
Corp. held this year’s event at Oconto
Falls High School.

“Oconto County is an active partici-
pant in the Wisconsin economy, showing
the same strength and resilience that the
Wisconsin economy does,” Koskinen said.
He walked his audience through a flurry
of PowerPoint slides full of statistics he
said indicate the state and Oconto County
have rebounded from the economic
impact of pandemic-era lockdowns and
restrictions.

Fueled in part by increases in federal
aid to local and state municipalities and
by the economic recovery, the state’s gen-
eral fund balance was $7.5 billion at the
end of the last fiscal year, and its budget
stabilization fund was at $1.8 billion, both
record numbers, Koskinen said.

It’s often overlooked that Wisconsin
is a productive state full of hard-working,
middle-class families, he said.

“We build things. We farm. We move
things. We insure things,” Koskinen said.
“We have a bigger private sector than the
rest of the country and a smaller govern-
ment sector.”

Among the positive signs are that

INSIDE

Trial postponed again in child
sexual assault case..
PAGE 2

Local business and government leaders gather over breakfast Feb. 5 at Oconto Falls High School for the annual

Oconto County Economic Outlook program.

Oconto County and the state of Wiscon-
sin recorded record low unemployment
rates in 2022 and 2023 and that more
people are working in the state now than
they were before the pandemic.

The challenges include a labor short-
age that Koskinen said is easing some-
what, but the state still had 200,000-plus
job openings in November and a shortage
of about 100,000 workers.

“That’s if you think in terms of, if I had
the right person, with the right skill set,
in the right industry, in the right location,
and still be short 100,000 people,” he said.

The good news is that more and more
people are coming back into the job mar-
ket all the time, Koskinen said.

He said Wisconsin’s positives include
record highs in construction employ-
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ment occurring month after month during
2023, the fourth-lowest poverty rate in
the country, and a cost of living 8% below
the U.S. average and even lower than in
neighboring states.

“If you were thinking of relocating
from Chicago or Minneapolis to the Green
Bay area, you’re going to drop your hous-
ing costs by about 40%,” Koskinen said.

Oconto County has seen among the
healthiest recoveries of all Wisconsin
counties, including the largest increase in
new local businesses in 20 years, he said.

After Koskinen’s presentation, Jayme
Sellen, executive director of TEDCOR,
gave an overview of the vision she and
her organization have for Oconto County

TEDCOR, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

White Lake
schools chief
takes Gillett job

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The new Gillett school superinten-
dent is coming to town from White Lake,
where Nathan Hanson has been superin-
tendent for the past three school years.

The school board
approved Hanson’s
appointment at a
special meeting Jan.
29 after interview-
ing candidates at two
special meetings the
previous week.

A statement re-
leased by the board
Jan. 30 said Hanson
NATHAN HANSON has “a wealth of expe-
rience and a proven track record.”

“Dr. Hanson’s dedication to fostering
a positive and engaging learning environ-
ment aligns seamlessly with the values
of the Gillett community,” the statement
said.

Hanson was hired for the White Lake
position in 2021, his first superintendent
job after serving as director of person-
alized learning in the Shawano School
District. He previously held various posi-
tions in Plymouth, Tomahawk, Merrill
and Antigo.

“The District is confident that Dr. Han-
son’s vision and expertise will contrib-
ute significantly to Gillett’s educational
programs’ ongoing success and positive
development,” the board statement said.

Hanson’s predecessor, Todd Hencsik,
took a leave of absence after he was diag-
nosed with myelofibrosis, a form of bone
marrow cancer, and Wayne Johnson was
hired as interim superintendent. John-
son stayed on as superintendent for the
2023-24 school year after Hencsik died
last May.

Olson’s first day on the job is July 1, the
start of the academic fiscal year.

Crash victim identified

The victim of a fatal Jan. 28 crash in
the Town of Oconto Falls has been identi-
fied as Charitee McKenna, 76, of Cecil.

Oconto County Sheriff Todd Skarban
said McKenna was traveling west on
County Road CC when her car failed to
stop at the intersection and was struck by
a southbound truck operated by Jeffery T.
Hintz, 39, of Krakow.

McKenna, who was the lone occupant
of the passenger car, was taken by ambu-
lance to a Green Bay hospital and later
died as a result of injuries sustained in the
crash. Hintz was airlifted to a hospital in
Green Bay with what were described as
serious injuries.
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DNR game warden ordered to be reinstated

Case stems

from Suring

man's firing
in 2018

By KEVIN MURPHY
Correspondent

Andrew Dryja, of
Suring, was a conserva-
tion warden in Langlade
County for 19 years before
the Department of Natural
Resources fired him in
2018 for three work rule
violations, including trans-
porting his children in an
agency vehicle.

Dryja contended he was
wrongfully terminated and
contested his dismissal
before the Wisconsin
Employee Relations Com-
mission, in Oconto County
Circuit Court and, finally,
before the District IV

Court of Appeals.

Meanwhile, he was
hired as a deputy by the
Oconto County Sheriff’s
Office.

Dryja’s case suffered
some setbacks and victo-
ries along the way, before
an appeals decision Feb. 1
upheld his reinstatement
as a warden with back pay,
interest and attorney fees.

Dryja was alleged to
have violated work poli-
cies involving not report-
ing hours, transporting his
children in a state vehicle
and storing personal items
at work. In 2018, the
WERC initially upheld his
termination but that was
overturned by Oconto Cir-
cuit Judge Jay Conley.

The DNR appealed
Conley’s decision, which
the District IV Court
modified and returned the
case to Conley.

Conley had previously
agreed with the WERC

that there was only suf-
ficient evidence to support
a violation of unauthorized
transportation policy, that
a three-day suspension,
not termination, was the
appropriate penalty.

While Dryja’s case was
pending, the DNR con-
tinued to maintain two
warden stations in Lan-
glade County but only one
was staffed. However, in
June 2020, three months
before Conley ordered
Dryja’s reinstatement, the
DNR consolidated the two
stations into one with only
one warden.

Conley’s order to rein-
state Dryja to his position
in Langlade County was
grounds for further ap-
peal by the DNR. Conley
dismissed the DNR’s as-
sertion that a court order
couldn’t dislodge someone
already in the warden’s job
stating, “that’s the DNR’s
problem,” according to

documents filed with the
appeal.

The DNR had respond-
ed to the court’s reinstate-
ment order by offering
Dryja a similar position
some 140 miles away in
Jackson County or about
100 miles away at High
CIiff State Park in Calumet
County.

The DNR requires
wardens to live within
10 driving miles of their
administrative area bound-
ary, or 15 driving miles of
their assigned city.

Dryja’s attorney, Alan
C. Olson, couldn’t com-
ment on the timing of
the consolidation of the
warden stations. The DNR
explained in court docu-
ments that warden stations
are consolidated due to
limited resources, which
occurred when Dryja was
not an employee.

On appeal, the DNR
asked that Conley be

reversed because it was
“procedurally improper”
to boot out someone in
an office to comply with a
court-ordered reinstate-
ment of a former em-
ployee.

Instead, the District IV
Court found that to com-
ply with the reinstatement
order, the DNR had to
offer a job that Dryja could
realistically accept.

“Here, the positions
offered by the department
would require that Dryja,
a divorced father, uproot
his life and relocate his
residence across the state.
Thus, those are not posi-
tions that Dryja could have
realistically accepted,”
wrote Appellate Judge
JoAnne Kloppenburg in
the 29-page opinion.

Dryja must be offered
a position that doesn’t
require him to relocate his
residence, Kloppenburg
added.

Olson said his client
was processing the deci-
sion after the lengthy legal
ordeal.

In a written statement,
Olson credited his client
for standing up to a power-
ful agency.

“The DNR cannot
thumb its nose and abuse
its governmental powers
for purposes of crushing
the employee’s will to per-
sist,” Olson wrote. “In Mr.
Dryja’s case, he has shown
the character and fortitude
necessary to overcome any
bullying or abusive tactics
by the DNR.”

Olson and Dryja have
been discussing with the
DNR and the state Depart-
ment of Justice whether Dry-
ja would return to the DNR
or continue as a deputy.

The Attorney General’s
Office, which represented
the DNR in the case,
wasn’t available Feb. 1 for
immediate comment.

Offer made to

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

Oconto County is ap-
parently close to announc-
ing its next county ad-
ministrator, as Erik Pritzl
marks his last day in office.

The county executive
committee voted Feb. 1 to
send an amended contract
agreement to its recom-
mended candidate, accord-
ing to draft minutes posted
online. The candidate
had not yet been named
publicly.

Pritzl’s last scheduled
day as the second Oconto
County administrator
was Feb. 7. He begins his
job Feb. 18 as director of
Brown County Human Ser-
vices, the position he held
before taking the Oconto
County post in Janu-
ary 2022. Kevin Hamann
served two decades as the
county’s administrative
coordinator before the job
was changed to county
administrator in 2021.

The committee held
three meetings Jan. 16-17 to

county administrator candidate

interview and consider the
candidates. Minutes of the
Jan. 17 session indicate the
committee voted to have
human resources director
Shelly Schultz do a back-
ground check and make an
offer to its recommended
candidate.

The full county board
likely will be asked to
ratify the appointment
when it meets Feb. 22.
Finance director Lisa Sher-
man is serving as interim
county administrator until
the new person arrives.

TEDCOR, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

in coming years.

One goal is to reduce
the number of people who
commute to work in Green
Bay and neighboring coun-
ties.

“We have roughly
20,000 people in our labor
force, and over half of
them leave every morn-
ing to work,” Sellen said.
“How do we decrease our
outbound commuters by
10% by 2026? We have 600
job openings. We have
labor to spare.”

Other goals include
investing $3 million in
community assets to bring
more people into the
county, adding 3,500 new
housing units by 2029,
increasing health care ac-
cess in northern Oconto
County and increasing
volunteerism by as much
as 30% over the next three
years.

Sellen acknowledged
she doesn’t have the an-
swers as to how to achieve
these goals.

“This is me starting the
conversation,” she said.
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The former Oconto County Economic Development Corp. used the occasion
of its annual economic outlook breakfast to unveil its new name and brand-
TEDCOR

ing.

“I'm confident we can find
a way together.”

She concluded her re-
marks by unveiling the or-
ganization’s new name and
branding. The group hired
a consultant to help come
up with ways to clarify
confusion over the organi-
zation and its services — a
private, nonprofit agency
that promotes the county’s
tourism industry and eco-
nomic development.

“(The name) TEDCOR
allows us to bring tourism
and economic develop-
ment all under the same
pillar,” Sellen said. “Before,
tourism was lost. Nobody
knew that we did tourism.
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They had seen a ‘Oconto
County Tourism’ logo-
like thing, and they would
assume it was a separate
entity.”

The new identity will
be rolled out over the next
year, but the name change
happened “right now, at
this instant,” she said.

As the audience filed
out, they were presented
with a microfiber cloth for
cleaning eyeglasses, with
the new TEDCOR logo.
Sellen said that particular
bit of swag was chosen “so
that we can see the vision
a little bit clearer.”
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Child sex assault trial

postponed again
Motion hearing is scheduled for March 4

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The trial of an Oconto
man accused of sexually as-
saulting a young girl contin-
uously has been postponed
again, this time so attorneys
can argue a defense motion
to dismiss at least some of
the charges.

David SanRoman,

48, is charged in Oconto
County Circuit Court with
two counts of first-degree
sexual assault of a child
under age 13, two counts of
first-degree sexual assault
of a child under age 12,

and one count of second-
degree sexual assault of a
child, all charging him as a
persistent repeater, in con-
nection with incidents that
allegedly occurred from
2016 to 2020. He also faces
two felony bail jumping
charges in connection with
incidents that allegedly
happened Jan. 17, 2020, and
Aug. 24, 2020.

Defense attorney
Michael Scholke opened a
Feb. 1 court appearance by
saying that his client had re-
jected the latest plea agree-
ment offer from the state.
He added that the two sides
had resolved several pre-
trial issues but would like a

motion
hearing
to argue
the re-
maining
matters
before
Judge
Michael
Judge.

The
hear-
ing would be held March
4, meaning that a jury trial
scheduled to begin Feb. 27
would be postponed.

District Attorney Han-
nah Schuchart told Judge
she and Scholke “have been
in very frequent contact”
in an attempt to settle their
issues.

“We’re trying to resolve
as many issues among
the parties that we can,”
Schuchart said. “We still are
on for trial posture, but I
think this is just for clar-
ity and keeping the record
complete that we need to go
through all the extra steps.”

Judge agreed with the
latest postponement but
made it clear he wants the
pre-trial business completed
and a firm trial date set at
the March 4 hearing.

“I would like to resolve
any and all issues on that
day and time, so that a

DAVID SANROMAN

trial date not only can be
secured but everyone can
count on proceeding on that
date and time. All right?
Enough of the postpone-
ments,” Judge said.

SanRoman has been in
custody in lieu of $250,000
cash bond since September
2020. The case went to trial
in April 2020 but ended
with a mistrial after a wit-
ness testified about a report
that had never been shared
with the defense.

His longtime live-in
girlfriend, Sarah L. Alberts,
was sentenced to 12 years in
prison last year after plead-
ing no contest to a charge
of chronic neglect of a child
with the consequence that a
sexual offense was commit-
ted.

Oconto County authori-
ties were alerted to the
allegations when the girl’s
father reported text mes-
sages between the girl and
Alberts about an incident
in which SanRoman alleg-
edly tried to have sex with
her.

Investigators determined
there had been several in-
cidents dating back to 2017,
when the girl was 12, and
Alberts occasionally kicked
him out of the house but
kept letting him back in.

| would like to resolve any and all issues on that day and time
- All right? Enough of the postponements.
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Scott Paper series continues

The next meeting on the history of Scott Paper Mill is scheduled for 6 p.m. Feb. 15 at the Oconto Falls Community Li-
brary, 251N. Main St., Oconto Falls. The group will be looking at aerial photos of Oconto Falls, miscellaneous pictures
and a list of employees from 1951 to 1993.

CONTRIBUTED

Little Suamico residents
turn down library plan

Fire station packed for town electors meeting

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

Residents of the Town
of Little Suamico have said,
“no, thanks” to having their
own library.

Close to 350 people
turned out for a special
town meeting at the Little
Suamico Fire Station on Jan.
30 to soundly reject a pro-
posal to buy an abandoned
bank building for use as a
town library and county of-
fices covering the populous
southern corner of Oconto
County.

The unofficial tally was
192-148 against authorizing
the town board to purchase
the former BMO Harris
Bank at 1288 East Frontage
Road.

Establishment of a south-
ern library was seen as one
way to rid local property
taxpayers of the annual six-
figure invoice from Brown
County, charging Oconto
County for the use of its li-
braries — mainly in Howard
and Pulaski.

Some opponents argued
that the idea had already
been decided at a Nov. 7
town meeting in which the
resolution was defeated
37-31. The Little Suamico
Town Board scheduled the
second meeting in hopes of
getting a better representa-
tion of opinion from the
town, which has the largest
population of any munici-
pality in Oconto County at
more than 5,500.

As residents filed into
the fire station garage, and
the line of people waiting to
get in wrapped around the
building and toward County
Road S, Town Chairman
Dale Mohr was cheered by
the turnout.

“This is democracy in
action. Have you ever seen
anything like this?” Mohr
said, as the standing-room-
only crowd filled the room.

“This is America at its
finest. Only towns do this,
electoral meetings — vil-
lages and cities don’t.”

The start of the meeting,
scheduled for 7 p.m., was
delayed more than 20 min-
utes as residents continued
to file into the building and
sign in.

Once it began, the meet-
ing quickly got down to the
business at hand. Former
Town Supervisor David
Pribyl and frequent critic
Frank Nowak challenged
the proceedings, arguing
that the matter had been
decided in November and
challenging the official
notice of the meeting, which
did not mention that the
resolution on the table was
areconsideration of the
Nov. 7 issue.

Having anticipated
the challenge, the board
obtained an opinion from
its town attorney, read
by Supervisor Elizabeth
Paape, which stated that “all
statutory requirements have
been met, and the meeting
can proceed as scheduled.”

Pribyl read from a statute
that stated the official notice
must include that the meet-
ing is about reconsidera-
tion of a previous decision,
but Mohr said that statute
specifically pertained to
citizen challenges of a town
electors’ vote, while the Jan.
30 meeting was initiated by
the town board.

Shortly after that ex-
change, a motion was made
to end discussion and move
to the vote, which was done
by paper ballot.

About 100 people stayed
to witness the count by
Town Clerk Lisa Glinski
and Deputy Clerk Sharon
VanDenHeuvel. Several
people in the office kept
a tally as the two women
called out “yes” or “no,” and
said the vote was 149 yeses
to 192 nos, but the audi-

ence asked that the ballots
— now separated into two
piles — be counted anyway.
That count reduced the yes
tally by one.

Glinski said the sign-in
sheets would be reviewed
to ensure that only town
residents voted, but that
would not make a difference
in the tally because the bal-
lots could not be tied to any
names.

In response to a ques-
tion, Mohr said the board
would not be holding a third
town meeting about the
bank purchase.

“We’re done. We're
not going to bring this up
again,” Mohr said. “Thank
you, though. This turnout is
amazing. The people have
spoken.”

The rejected plan would
have authorized the town
board to negotiate the
purchase of the building,
which has been closed for a
decade, for almost $500,000,
and remodel the structure
for $370,000 for use as a
public library, with offices
leased to Oconto County
for a sheriff’s substation and
other county offices.

A combination of federal
and county dollars and pri-
vate donations would have
funded most of the project,
with the town responsible
for $15,673 of the purchase
cost and up to $159,630 of
the remodeling.

A special Oconto County
committee will continue its
work on a library services
plan for the years 2025-29.
Town of Little Suamico
residents pay an estimated
$183,000 in property taxes
for library services annu-
ally, which is distributed
to the six local libraries in
the county and to Brown
County. Supporters had
argued that establishing a
library in Little Suamico
would keep those dollars in
the town.

OBITUARIES

Dohn Ermis Sr., 65, of
Suring, passed away on
Monday, Jan. 29, 2024, at
his home surrounded by his
family.

Dohn was born on Sept.
12,1958, to the late Dennis
and Phyllis (Firgens) Ermis.
In Dohn’s younger years, he
found joy and brotherhood
in riding with the Highway-
men MC. On May 20, 1978,
Dohn married Roma Teller
at the Teller family home.

He worked the fam-
ily farm with his wife and
children for 20 years, until
2000 when he became a
truck driver. Dohn was
proud to have worked
for numerous companies
including V/S Midwest
Carriers, RDM, McDermid
and WCS.

He greatly enjoyed the
outdoors, especially bow
hunting. Dohn was known
to his family as a bow hunt-
ing extraordinaire. He will
be remembered as a per-
petual jokester who loved
spending time with his
children, grandchildren and
family. Dohn loved living

Sandra L. Vann, 79, of
Kelly Lake, passed away on
Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2024,
at Bellin Memorial Hospital
with family by her side.

Sandy was born on
March 31, 1944, to the late
Herbert and Grace (Pecard)
Hansen.

Sandy attended Oconto
Falls High School and
graduated in 1962. On Oct.
3,1966, Sandy married
Bernard “Vann” Vann, and
the couple made their home
in Milwaukee. There, Sandy
worked for Wisconsin Li-
quor as a bookkeeper. They
later moved back to the
family home on Kelly Lake
to help care for her mother,
Grace. Sandy also worked
for CESA 8 as a secretary
until she retired. Sandy and
Vann celebrated their 53rd
wedding anniversary with
cake at the nursing home
before Vann passed away
on Oct. 11, 2019.

Sandy is survived by
many cousins and friends
who loved her. Sandy was

Robert “Bob” Hruska,
87, Gillett, died peacefully
Sunday afternoon, Jan. 28,
2024, at a Green Bay hos-
pital surrounded by family
and friends.

He was born May 19,
1936, in Menominee, Michi-
gan, to William and Mildred

(Salewski)
Hruska. Bob
grew up in
Menominee
where he
graduated high
school with the class of
1954. He went on to attend
teacher’s college at Marinet-
te, UW-Oshkosh, Northern
Michigan and Superior,
eventually receiving his
master’s in education.

On Aug. 20, 1960, he
married Barbara Bonji at
Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Iron
Mountain, Michigan. Short-
ly after their first anniver-
sary, Bob entered the U.S.

Dohn Ermis Sr.

at The
Farm and
having
family
around
him all
the time.

Dohn
is sur-
vived by
his wife, Roma; children,
Mike (Kellie) Berg, Devin
(Jocelyn), Darren (Kas-
sandra), Daniel (Melissa),
Dohn Jr. (Jessica), Dana
(Tyler), Dustin (Jordyn),
and Darcie (Andrew);
endless grandchildren and
great-grandchildren; sister,
Bonnie (Fred) Hedmark
and children, Kim (Cory)
Evraets and goddaughter,
Shelly (Ted) Hayes; broth-
ers, Jim (Renea) Krueger
and Jeff Kempen; siblings-
in-law, Nick (Cathy) Teller,
Verna (Julio) DeLeon, Pam
Waupekenay, Nate (Marge)
Teller, Penny (Randy)
Keon, Taylor (Beth) Teller,
Luther (Carla) Teller, Ma-
rissa (Robert) Tucker, and
Portia (Cal) Koebach.

He is further survived

Sandra L. Vann

known
for her
passion
to find
treasures
at rum-
mage
sales,
estate
sales and
flea markets. She was also a
great family historian who
had a wonderful memory
for the family genealogy.
Many family stories were
told with family members
over coffee or enjoying a
meal by the lake.

The family wishes to
thank Dr. William Wittman
for his years of caring for
Sandy’s medical needs. We
also want to acknowledge
the nurses and staff at Bellin
Memorial Hospital ICU
for their kindness and care
during Sandy’s final stay.
Finally, the family wishes to
recognize Sandy’s guard-
ian angel, Kay Lucas, who
helped Sandy remain in her
home as her medical and

Robert Hruska

Army
where

he was
stationed
at Fort
Lewis,
Washing-
ton.

The
couple
eventually settled in Gillett,
where Bob was employed
at CESA and the Gillett
public schools for 35 years,
serving as elementary
school principal for 26
of those years. Following
retirement, he continued to
supervise student teachers
for the state of Wisconsin
for 10 years.

He was a member of St.
John’s Catholic Church and
the Gillett Civic Club. As
an avid outdoorsman, he
authored eight books under
the pen name The UP Rab-
bit, about humorous hunting
and fishing stories.

by many nieces, nephews,
relatives and friends.

He was preceded in
death by his parents; infant
sister, Judith Ann; grand-
daughter, Emersyn Nicola;
brother-in-law, James
“Sam” Greetan.

Visitation will be held
on Sunday, Feb. 4, 2024, at
Red Maple Country Club
from 1 p.m. until the memo-
rial service at 4 p.m. with
Pastor Dominic Petit of-
ficiating. A meal will follow
the service.

Gruetzmacher Funeral
Home is assisting the fam-
ily with arrangements.
Online condolences can
be expressed at www.
gruetzmacherfuneralhome.
com.

emotional needs increased.

Visitation will be held
on Sunday, April 7, 2024, at
Romy’s Holiday Inn at Kelly
Lake from noon until the
memorial service at 1 p.m.
with Pastor Reggie Rein-
hold officiating. A celebra-
tion of Sandy’s life will fol-
low, with a meal included.
This was originally planned
to be a party for Sandy’s
80th birthday, which she
was so looking forward to.

Gruetzmacher Funeral
Home in Suring is assisting
the family with arrange-
ments. Online condolences
can be expressed at www.
gruetzmacherfuneralhome.
com.

Survivors are his two
sons, Randy (Donna) Hrus-
ka, Harpursville, New York,
and Wayne Hruska, Gillett;
four grandchildren, Melaya,
Athena, Cal (Natasha) and
Garrett; one brother, Bill
(Dawn) Hruska, Menomi-
nee, Michigan; one sister-in-
law, Donna (John) Dickman,
Kingsford, Michigan.

He was preceded in
death by his parents and
wife, Barbara, in 2011

Visitation was held
after 9 a.m. Monday, Feb. 5,
2024, at St. John’s Catholic
Church, 127 Garden Ave.,
Gillett, until the time of
services. Mass of Chris-
tian burial will be held 11
a.m. Monday at the church
with his nephew, the Rev.
Tim Hruska, and the Rev.
Francis Dusi concelebrating.
Burial with military honors
will take place later in the
day at Riverside Cemetery,
Menominee, Michigan.
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Kenneth W. Dequaine,
85, Abrams, died surround-
ed by his family Saturday
morning, Jan. 27, 2024, at
Good Shepherd Meadow
Wood.

He was born May 2,
1938, to Raymond and Flor-
ence (Delfosse) Dequaine.
Ken grew up in Green

Bay, where

he graduated

from East High

School with

the class of

1957. Following
graduation, he served in
the U.S. Army Reserves.

On June 21, 1958, he
married his high school
sweetheart, Barbara Van-
Beynen, in Green Bay, and
together they had nine
children. Following their

Kenneth W. Dequaine

mar-
riage,
they
lived in
Den-
mark
and
Allouez
before
moving
to Abrams in 1979 where
they owned and operated
a farm.

Ken enjoyed racing
pigeons, beekeeping and
cabinet making over the
years. He was a member
of St. Maximilian Catho-
lic Kolbe Parish and the
Knights of Columbus. Ken
will be lovingly remem-
bered as a good father who
was very proud of his fam-
ily, the good times at the

family cottage at Lee Lake,
great sense of humor and
being a good friend to all
who knew him.

Survivors are his wife
of 65 years, Barb Dequaine;
their eight children, Ken
“Butch” (Chris), Pam (Jim)
Manders, Todd (Stacey),
Tom (Billie), Paul (Jody),
Kathy (Mark) Schreiber,
Andy (Stacy) and Dean
(Sarah); 20 grandchildren,
15 great-grandchildren;
two brothers, Darrel and
Dale (Colleen) Dequaine;
two brothers-in-law, John
(Ayleen) and Tom (Doro-
thy) VanBeynen.

He was preceded in
death by his parents;
daughter, Jackie; grandson,
Justin Dequaine; in-laws,
George and Agnes Van-
Beynen; and nephews, Re-
ese Dequaine and Tommy
VanBeynen.

Visitation was held after
9 a.m. Friday, Feb. 2, 2024,
at St. Maximilian Catholic
Church Kolbe until the
time of services. Mass of
Christian Burial was held
noon at the church with
the Rev. Francis Nusi
officiating. Burial will fol-
low later in the day in St.
Patrick Catholic Cemetery,
Stiles.

Jones Funeral Service in
Oconto Falls is serving the
Dequaine family.

The Dequaine family
would like to thank Good
Shepherd Meadow Wood
and Moments Hospice
for the care and concern
shown Ken during their
time together.

IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK.

If you, or a loved one, ever require surgical care,
discuss having your surgery or procedure done at
HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital with your
medical provider. Many surgical procedures are
outpatient, which means you can return home
the day of your surgery.

You can trust the surgeons and staff at Prevea
and HSHS St. Clare Memorial Hospital for
great surgical care, close to home.

Conveniently located in Oconto Falls,
near highways 22 and 141.

(= Ample and easy parking.

(@ Easily navigate the hospital and
Prevea campus with confidence.

(© Less travel saves you time.

Learn more about our surgical services at
prevea.com/closer or call (920) 496-4700

Roger William Beaber
Jr., of Mountain, passed
away on Feb. 1, 2024, after
a 2Vs-year courageous
battle with skin cancer. He
was under the care of his
family and Unity Hospice.

Roger was born Sept. 17,
1949, in Marinette, to the
late Roger Sr. and Hilde-
gaard (Odorfer) Beaber.
He was united in marriage
to Linda (Sells) on July 15,
1972, in New London.

Roger was a graduate
of Gillett High School in
Gillett. When it came time
to choose a career, he fol-
lowed in his father’s foot-
steps as a contractor. He
had a successful building
career, owning and operat-
ing first Tricraft Con-
struction and then Beaber
Construction. Beaber Con-
struction is still in opera-
tion under the ownership
of his eldest son, Ryan. His
middle son, Troy, works
alongside his brother, con-
tinuing to build the family

Charitee B. McKenna,
76, of Cecil, passed away
unexpectedly on Sunday,
Jan. 28, 2024. at St. Vincent
Hospital, Green Bay, with
her family by her side.

She was born on March
7,1947, in Gillett, daughter
of the late Walter and Nora
(Dumke) Braun. Charitee
was a graduate of Gil-
lett High School with the
class 0f 1965. On March 11,
1999, she married Joseph
McKenna. Charitee enjoyed
going to the casino and
being outdoors, especially

Roger W. Beaber Jr.

business.
Roger
and
Linda
spent
several
years in
South
Dakota
where he
could enjoy all his favorite
hobbies. He loved hunting,
fishing and being outdoors.
He was also a talented
woodworker. He treasured
time spent with his chil-
dren and grandchildren do-
ing the things they enjoyed,
even gaming on Xbox.
Roger attended Rose
Hill Evangelical Free
Church in South Dakota
and several churches in
the surrounding Moun-
tain area. He lived out his
Christian faith by serving
others. He was a member
of The Oconto River Kids
Program, which provides
critically ill children
hunting and fishing op-

Charitee B. McKenna

collecting rocks. She was
a friend and confidant to
everybody she met.
Survivors include her
husband, Joseph McKenna,
Cecil; six children, Kory
(Mitch) Severson, Sussex,
Douglas (fiancée Stepha-
nie) Trapp, New Berlin,
Jack McKenna, Milwaukee,
Scott (Heidi) McKenna,
Germantown, Kent (fiancée
Alison) McKenna, Richfield,
and Matt (fiancée Mandy)
McKenna, Germantown;
10 grandchildren, Nikki
(fiancé Mitch) Severson,

portunities. He was also
very active with Faith in
Action where he used his
building talents on many
mission trips, building for
missionaries around the
world. Roger also served
on the WRVM radio board
and worked with Gideons
International.

In addition to his wife,
Linda, Roger is survived by
sons, Ryan Beaber (signifi-
cant other Sarah Tarlton)
and Troy (Jana) Beaber,
of Lily; daughter, Kelly
Beaber (Ethan Smith);
grandchildren, Tate, Seth,
Wryat, Kelsey, Kiana, Kyra
and Kashton; brother,
Christopher (Missy) Bea-
ber; sisters, Heidi (Virgil)
Rakowski, Joan Moses,
Darlene (Scott) Sch-
meckpeper, Rita Beaber,
Amanda “Mandy” (Bill)
Bohn; and stepmother,
Theresa Beaber.

A memorial service
for Roger will be held at a
later date.

Mike (Nicole) Severson,
Kaylen (Zach) Mathe, Elaina
Trapp, Tyler Trapp, Dane,
Tanner, Brynn McKenna,
Tyler and Hayley McK-
enna; one great-grandson,
James Mathe; one sister,
Muriel Wilke, Underhill;
three brothers-in-law, Tom
(Carol) McKenna, Jim (San-
dra) McKenna and Dennis
McKenna; nieces, nephews,
other relatives and friends.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, Walter
and Nora Braun; brothers
and sisters, Harold (Elea-
nor) Braun, Virginia (Ed)
Patzer, Lulabelle (Leon)
Drath, Buddy Braun and
Charmaine (Dave) Stewart.

Visitation was held from
11 a.m. until the time of ser-
vices at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
Feb. 3, 2024, at Hillside As-
sembly of God, 5890 State
Highway 22, Gillett, with
burial of her cremated re-
mains to follow at Wander-
ers Rest Cemetery, Gillett.

Expressions of sympa-
thy, memories and pho-
tos may be shared with
Charitee’s family on her
tribute page at www.lega-
cycarepartners.com.

The Kuehl Funeral
Home, 108 E. Main St.,
Gillett, is assisting the
family with funeral ar-
rangements.

HSHS
St.Clare

Memorial Hospital

PRE”TEA

health
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Matchmaker’s comical meddling hits SCHS

‘Hello, Dolly!" provides
hilarious romp into helping
people find their forever love

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Today, people use a variety of methods
to look for a mate, including advice from
friends and dating apps.

Back at the turn of the 20th century,
seekers of love sometimes turned to
matchmakers like Dolly Gallagher Levi.

Audiences will be able to see that story
come to life as Shawano Community
High School’s theater program presents
the musical “Hello, Dolly!” just in time
for the weekend before Valentine’s Day.
The show follows Dolly as she travels to
Yonkers, New York, to help the miserly
Horace Vandergelder, described as an
unmarried half-a-millionaire.

Dolly helps prospective lovers to find
each other in a variety of ways, whether it
be dance instruction or mandolin lessons.
However, she meets her match with try-
ing to help Horace, who tries to put the
kibosh on his niece’s forever after when
she wants to marry an artist, a vocation
that Horace feels does not guarantee a
consistent cash flow needed to live on.
What makes things even harder is that
Dolly ultimately wants to be Horace’s
betrothed herself.

It’s been a while since SCHS has done
a period piece for a musical, with “The
Sound of Music” in 2018, according to
co-director Alex Konen. Working with
Matthew Pfantz, the pair decided to bring
the good old days back again.

“Hello, Dolly! is a comedy that’s ulti-
mately meant to exemplify the challenges
we might face when we’re looking at the
idea of love or the growth we have to go
through as we get older with the concept
of love,” Konen said. “Both Dolly and
Horace have been madly in love in the
past, and what happened in their lives has
shifted what they want, but it’s comical in
nature.”

Among the comical pieces in the
musical is when Horace’s store clerks,
Cornelius and Barnaby, decide to get out

Ensemble members, from left, Emma Nielsen, Sonya Pozorski and Emma White touch their noses during a dance number from the first act of “Hello, Dolly!"”

of Yonkers for a time and seek their own
adventures in love and excitement, Konen
added.

Pfantz feels that even though the musi-
cal is deemed a comedy, there is a serious
side, as well.

“At its heart, ‘Hello, Dolly! is a
comedy, an exaggerated portrayal of the
difficulties surrounding love,” Pfantz said.
“In this show you see characters falling
in love, for both good and bad reasons,
characters falling out of love, and charac-
ters redefining their perceptions of love.
However, this show is not only a comedy.
There are moments of true emotional nu-
ance within this show as well.”

With a lengthy period since the last
period piece, Konen said he and Pfantz
wanted to give the high school students
that exposure again, as many of them had
not performed in something historical,
unless they served as the children in “The
Sound of Music.”

“I think, as the costumes come on,
they get more and more into character,”
Konen said. “It’s just been a process of
getting everything lined up here. I think
they were hesitant at first, because many
of them had not heard of the musical,
but as they’ve gotten familiar with the
script, gotten familiar with the characters,
they’ve had a lot of fun.”
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Konen and Pfantz have conversed and
noted that, even if they come into the
rehearsals downtrodden from the day’s
events, they leave with smiles on their
faces.

“Amid the perfectly timed puns and
situational humor, the actors are required
to convince the audience of their loneli-
ness, their fear and their anguish,” Pfantz
said. “Students are expected to perform
in many acting styles including, comedic,
dramatic, slapstick and absurdist all while
weaving a coherent plot. This is no small
task, and the students are rising to the

MATCHMAKER, CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Overheard conversations in a clinic’s waiting room

Due to my husband’s
recent medical testing, I've
put in some long hours in
clinic and hospital waiting
rooms. I usually spend this
time on my smartphone, but
lately I've been trying to get
away from the tiny screen
to take a more global view
of what’s happening around
me.

Truth be told, I've always
been a people-watcher.
Observing humans behav-
ing in various settings is
downright fascinating, and
watching makes waiting far
less tedious. When my chil-
dren were young, we made
a game of it, surreptitiously
choosing a “subject” and
guessing their occupation.
That made for some highly
entertaining moments as
my kids shared their vivid
imaginings until we all got
the giggles. Luckily, not one
of the “chosen” ever seemed
to catch on to what was
happening.

Now that I've rediscov-
ered this amusement, I've

Kathleen
Marsh

Columnist

found that observing others
is not just a good way to
pass the time. It’s a path
to greater appreciation for
those in the working world,
particularly the helping pro-
fessions. Case in point. Jon
recently went in for some
tests at Bellin in Green Bay.
I plunked myself down in
the best chair available in
the waiting room. I was
scrolling through my email
when two men, whom my
mother would have politely
called heavy set, struck up
a conversation. Fortunately,
I was sitting at an angle
where I could see them
without drawing their at-
tention.

One was wearing a coor-
dinated hat and T-shirt es-
pousing his political views.

The other was dressed in
camouflage, sucking on a
toothpick which he alter-
nately used to clean his
fingernails. As so often hap-
pens in waiting rooms, the
men bonded quickly, shar-
ing personal information,
including that were both in
their 70s. They also had in
common noticeable hearing
loss and some serious health
issues, including diabetes
and coronary heart disease.
Suddenly, one pointed
angrily at the television
mounted on the wall. I
couldn’t tell what set him
off because the TV was set
on mute. As he read the
subtitles aloud, they both
grew increasingly animated,
expressing fierce disapprov-

al of the younger generation.

They’re rude, lazy, shiftless,
selfish, spoiled — blah, blah,
blah. Like my other wait-
mates, I concentrated on
my phone so they wouldn’t
notice I was eavesdropping,
although I doubted they
cared.

What surprised me was
that I found myself getting
defensive. I've always been
partial to young people,
having been one myself
long ago and spending my
entire teaching career trying
to nudge them toward self-
sufficiency. Quite honestly,
I still enjoy hanging out
with young people. I like
to say I'm 77 going on 17, a
comment that always draws
a chuckle.

When that subject was
exhausted, they moved on
to Social Security benefits,
Medicare co-pays and the
new cap on insulin prices. I
had a number of comments
to offer but thought it best
to keep them to myself. My
reasoning is that, when in
tight quarters with strangers
expressing strong opinions
with which I might disagree,
discretion is definitely the
better part of valor. I wisely
bit my tongue but couldn’t
help thinking of things I
would say if I could.

What I chiefly wanted

to share was that we
seniors might want to cut
the people who are or will
be providing for us in our
declining years a little slack.
These men would correctly
point out that they paid into
the system all their work-
ing lives. Due to advances
in modern medicine, we
have made huge strides in
prevention and treatment
of chronic diseases such as
those these men are dealing
with. This means most of us
are living longer and prob-
ably get more out than we
put in, even if you figure in
inflation and the interest we
might have earned on our
forced savings investment.
I also wanted to urge
them to look around at the
people employed there, all
working to provide the best
possible care to help people
like them live better longer.
In my experience, these un-
sung heroes work faithfully
to meet the mission, despite
the fact that many patients
make it harder for them

to succeed by not taking
care of themselves as they
should in order to live a
healthier life without need-
ing medical intervention.

I would finish by saying
I never cease to marvel at
health care professionals
who listen sympatheti-
cally all day long to the
laments of the sick. They
surely leave work mentally
drained and bone-tired but
must put on a happy face
and head home to work a
second shift caring for their
families. They are often
young, primarily female.
Most have small children
that they trust to the care
of others so they can care
for strangers. Am I the only
one who thinks they war-
rant less griping and more
gratitude, not to mention a
generous pay raise?

Kathleen Marsh is a lifelong educator,
writer, and community advocate. She
has published eight books, four on the
history of Townsend, where she and
husband Jon are happily retired on the
beautiful Townsend Flowage.
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occasion. They make me
proud each and every day.”

That’s not to say that
there haven’t been chal-
lenges with the show,
though.

“The singing require-
ments, and then there’s
the dance ballet in these
older shows,” Konen said.
“I think we do the best we
can. We have some stu-
dents who have taken zero
years of dance that go out
and learn as much as they
can, and then sometimes
we have some students
who have done years of
dance.”

Konen said he’s heard
of schools that have the
dance numbers done by
students in professional
dance schools, and even
though there are a couple
of those schools in Sha-
wano, he thinks the high
school students get more
by learning the moves
themselves.

“We pull from our own
ensemble,” Konen said.

“I believe we have been
fortunate to find chore-
ographers who meet our
students at their skill level
and push them to grow as
students. I don’t know how
we stack up against other
schools, but I do know our
students internalize the
choreography and enjoy
it.”

“Hello, Dolly!” is a
musical based on play-
wright Thornton Wilder’s
farce “The Merchant of
Yonkers,” written in 1938.
Wilder later revised the
play and retitled it “The

WHAT: “Hello, Dolly!"

WHEN: 7 p.m. Feb. 9-10, 2 p.m.
Feb. M

WHERE: Auditorium, Shawano Com-
munity High School, 220 County
Road B, Shawano

TICKETS: $12 adults, $9 seniors, $6
children. Tickets are available at
the high school office or at the
door, or they can be purchased
online at www.shawanotheater.
ludus.com.

Matchmaker.” The musi-
cal by Jerry Herman and
Michael Stewart hit Broad-
way in 1964, where it made
history by winning 10 Tony
Awards and, once upon

a time, was the longest-
running musical with 2,844
performances. In 1969, the

film version was released
and earned awards for Best
Picture and Best Score of a
Musical Picture.

“I hope they take
away the concept of this
idea that love is going to
shift and grow, and that
we’re going to develop as
people,” Konen said when
describing the message he
wants audiences to get.
“Just the simple growth
and arc our characters go
through, and the shift that
Horace makes from ‘I want
a wife who is basically go-
ing to be a housekeeper’ to
‘T want a wife that actually
cares about me and makes
my life interesting and
adventurous.”

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

Great Collection of Coins & Antiques

at Yoap’s Auction Gallery
6234 Duame Road, Lena - Stiles JCT. (Hwys 141 & 22)

Saturday, Feb. 177th *10 AM

Investment Gold & Silver: Over a Pound of Gold
Coins includes 1927 St.Gaudens MS-64,1904 $20 MS-61
Indianhead & Liberty $ 10, $5 & $2.50 coins dating back
to 1852, $50 Gold Eagle & Buffalo MS-69, Krugerrands
from the 1970’s, Gold Pandas & Canadian coins, Rare 1995
10th Anniversary American Eagle 5-piece Gold & Silver Proof set, Over 25 Pounds
of Silver Coins & Bars including 1904-O Morgan VAM-4B Fishhook MS-63, Apollo
11 50th Ann Proof, Germania Mint 1000z Silver, Silver rounds & bars, Morgan &
Peace dollars, Walking Liberty & Franklin halves, Silver quarters & dimes, Tubes
of Silver Eagles, 47 pounds of Wheat cents, Proof sets, Blue Books, Silver Certifi-
cates, Old Canadian currency & shinplaster
Art Glass & Fine Glassware: 1920’s Slag panel
lamp, Ant stained window, 1888 Northwood custard
glass, Uranium glass Hoosier jars, Fenton Aqua Crest
epergne, Special Fenton 80, 95 & 100th Anniversary art
glass, Orange Tree carnival pedestal punch bowl set,
Tiffin watermelon stems, Dunbar watermelon pitcher,
Blenko tangerine glass, Northwood Intaglio, Northwood
Town Pump vase, Mosser purple carnival pitcher, Good
Luck bowl, Vaseline opalescent banana bowl, Fenton water
lily custard, Fostoria Ice Blue coin glass, Cameo Ballerina
decanter set, Green Uranium glass & Depression glass,
Egermann cut-ruby lusters, Castor set, Crystal collection
Antiques & Furniture: Oak Hoosier, 5-legged Oak table
& pressbacks, Curved glass Side x Side, 2 Stack bookcas-
es, Cast iron bench, Eastlake chair w/ Dog heads, Walnut
etagere, Heywood-Wakefield wicker buggy, Victorian oak
high chair/stroller, 100yr. old Bissell’s sweeper store dis-
play, Victor Talking Machine Ill w/ oak horn, Victor VV-IX w/
original stand, Decca portable w/ silver horn, Lloyd wicker
ferner, Kellogg wall phone, London brass Sextant, Rocker
oil can w/ paper label, Carved ducks by Wayne Damp, Red-
wing churn, jug & crocks, White Cedar 3gal churn, 1850’s
coffee roaster, Arcade wall grinder, Cast iron mannequin
boots, Calendar wall clock, Walnut wall clock, Black Forest cuckoos, Spaulding
Jewelers French travel clock, Brass cannon, Field cannon, Wiener dog doorstop,
Ant. Quilt, Leaded glass quilt rack, Zula Kenyon & Lady artwork, Carved Ivory
clamshell, Splatterware, Sleepy Eye, Limoges, Pewter, Sterling silver items & More
Old Toys & Pedal Cars: 1950’s Murray Buick project, AMF 64 1/2 Mustang,
60’s AMF fire truck, Fire Chief car, Police car, 59 Ford project, Pedal tractors,
100yr. old bucksaw & sawbuck, Drums, German clockwork rabbit, Cast iron banks

Terms of Sale: Cash or Check w/ Letter of Credit. RWAC #480 Col. Len Yoap, RWA 338
11149 Ledge Lane, Coleman, WI154112 More Info at www.yoapandyoap.com

YOAP & YOAP Auction & Real Estate (920) 604-1704
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Sister Mary Clarence, Deloris' secret identity played by Marilyn Koehler, standing at left, provides a rather unorthodox meal prayer, leaving Mother Supe-
rior, played by Maddi Wirtz, flummoxed in a scene from “Sister Act.”

Bad habits dealt with
in ‘Sister Act’ musical

Show looks at people’s
differences and makes
them hilarious

By LEE PULASKI
City Editor

Folks going to the Ripley Per-
forming Arts Center at Pulaski High
School this weekend better say their
prayers before sitting down as stu-
dents bring “Sister Act” to life.

The popular film has been turned
into a musical, and singing nuns will
be popping up throughout the show,
which runs for the next two weekends
at the high school, 1040 S. St. Augus-
tine St., Pulaski. The musical debuted
in October 2006 in Pasadena, Califor-
nia, and has continued through Broad-
way and the West End in London,
but now the students of PHS have the
chance to turn nuns and religion into
a laughing matter.

The show follows nightclub singer
Deloris Van Cartier as she discovers
that plans to talk to a record producer
were fabricated. When she goes to
confront her gangster boyfriend about
the matter, she witnesses him shoot-
ing a suspected squealer and makes
a beeline for the police station. The
desk chief is an old friend from high
school, and he decides that there’s
only one place where Deloris can hide
until it’s time to testify in court — the
Holy Order of the Little Sisters of Our
Mother of Perpetual Faith.

Putting a free-spirited woman in
a place where order reigns supreme
pits Deloris against the stern Mother
Superior. After some initial difficul-
ties figuring out a way for Deloris to
fit in with the nuns, Mother Superior
decides she’ll do best as the new choir
director. However, it doesn’t take
Deloris long to turn the traditional
choir into something a little more hip
that soon attracts a lot of attention —
unwanted attention — to the church,
putting Deloris in danger.

Director Amy Tubbs said “Sister
Act” seemed like the perfect show for
PHS to do this year because it allowed
the school to tap into a large trove of

LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Deloris Van Cartier, played by Marilyn Koehler, left, is horrified to learn that the witness protection
program she's in requires her to don a nun's habit and curb her loud and boisterous ways, as Mother
Superior, played by Maddi Wirtz, lays down the law in a scene from the first act of “Sister Act.”

WHAT: “Sister Act”

WHEN: 7 p.m. Feb. 9, Feb. 10, Feb. 16 and Feb. 17, 2
p.m. Feb. 11and Feb. 18

WHERE: Ripley Performing Arts Center, Pulaski
High School, 1040 S. St. Augustine St., Pulaski

TICKETS: $9

talented female singers to bring the
show alive. All told, there are about 85
students involved with the show from
the cast to the orchestra pit to the
stage crew.

“We have a lot of girls who can
sing really well,” Tubbs said. “It just
seemed like the right year to feature
them, but we’re not leaving the guys
out. There are some awesome roles
for the guys, and they still get to sing
and dance and be featured, too, but
we really had a lot of strong singer
girls.”

There are two versions of the
musical, according to Tubbs, with
one version designed for schools that
don’t have a person of color to play
the lead, like Pulaski.

“As we didn’t have a Deloris of
color, we’re using that version so that
everything’s culturally appropriate,”
Tubbs said. “We’re being sensitive,
and the licensing company tells you
what lines to change and what’s ap-
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propriate for a white performer. We
don’t have a Whoopi Goldberg (who
starred in the films). Some of the lines
don’t make sense if you don’t have a
person of color performing.”

Tubbs likes the musical’s message
about having people from different
backgrounds coming together and
learning to appreciate what makes
them different, as well as what makes
them the same.

“They both have something to
offer the other, and I think that’s an
important message for today,” Tubbs
said. “People can still work together
and become friends. That’s impor-
tant.”

With a lot of music and chore-
ography required to bring the show
together, PHS has tapped its choir and
band to help make the show happen,
according to Tubbs. She noted that
many of those students were part
of the group that performed at the
Tournament of Roses Parade on New
Year’s Day in Pasadena, California, so
getting them back into the swing of
things in Wisconsin was a challenge
at first.

“It wasn’t a major challenge,
certainly, but they did miss some
rehearsal time,” Tubbs said.

Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com

WHAT'S HAPPENING

FRIDAY, FEB. 9

KESHENA: Winter Farmers
Market, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
College of Menominee Nation
Cultural Learning Center, N188
State Highway 47-55, biweekly
through April 19. Artisan Native
crafts, hot food, baked goods
and more. Sponsored by the
college’s Sustainable Develop-
ment Institute.

OCONTO FALLS: Special
Education Awareness Night, 7
p.m., Oconto Falls High School
Fieldhouse, 210 N. Farm Road.
Presented by OFHS Student
Council and girls basketball
team.

SHAWANO: “Hello Dolly,”

7 p.m., Shawano Community
High School, 220 County Road
B. $12 adults, $9 seniors, $6
children. Tickets at www.
shawanotheater.ludus.com.

For more information, 715-526-
2175.

OCONTO: Machickanee
Players Theatre presents “Mary
Shelley’s Frankenstein,” 7 p.m.,
Park Avenue Playhouse, 408
Park Ave. Tickets at www.
MachickaneePlayers.com.

PULASKI: “Sister Act,” 7 p.m.,
Pulaski High School, Ripley
Performing Arts Center, 1040
S. St. Augustine St. Tickets $9,
available at www.pulaskihs.
ludus.com.

SATURDAY, FEB. 10

SHAWANO: Northern and
bass fishing tournament, 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Bamboo Bar and Girill,
W5884 Cedar Court. Details at
Bamboo Bar Facebook page.

NAVARINO: Frozen Fun
Winter Open House, 9 a.m. to
2 p.m., Navarino Nature Center,
W5646 Lindsten Road. Free
snowshoeing and cross-country
skiing, Frozen themed crafts,
Frozen games, warm hugs from
Olaf, sledding, campfire and
s'mores and more. Fees for
chili luncheon and (tentatively)
horse-drawn sleigh rides.

SHAWANO: Zurko Indoor
Flea Market, 9 a.m.to 3 p.m.,,
Shawano Community Hall, 115
E. Division St.

CECIL: Cribbage tournament,
noon to 3 p.m., Golden Sands
Golf Course, 300 Nabor Road.
$30 per two-person team. Sign
up at 715-745-2189.

KESHENA: Running and
walking program, noon to
6 p.m., Omaegnomenewak
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700
Mianaceqtawak Road, Keshena.
Infused water provided during
the week, and a family snack-
making station is provided on
Saturdays. Information: Chelsey
Latender, 715-799-5431 or
chelseyl@mtclinic.net.

GRESHAM: Return of the
Sweetheart Ball, 5:30-10
p.m., Red Springs Town Hall,
W10208 East Townhall Road.
Potluck and beverages 5:30
p.m., Live music with Frogwa-
ter 7-10 p.m. Details at www.
shawanofestival.org.

CECIL: Lunds Snowbirds
Sweethearts Dance and Raffle,
7-11 p.m., Golden Sands Golf
Course, 300 Nabor Road. Raffle
ticket for entry or $5 at the
door. Music by Spark, Spark,
Bang.

OCONTO: Machickanee
Players Theatre presents “Mary
Shelley’s Frankenstein,” 7 p.m.,
Park Avenue Playhouse, 408
Park Ave. Tickets at www.
MachickaneePlayers.com.

SHAWANO: “Hello Dolly,”

7 p.m., Shawano Community
High School, 220 County Road

B. $12 adults, $9 seniors, $6
children. Tickets at www.
shawanotheater.ludus.com.
For more information, 715-526-
2175.

PULASKI: “Sister Act,” 7 p.m.,
Pulaski High School, Ripley
Performing Arts Center, 1040
S. St. Augustine St. Tickets $9,
available at www.pulaskihs.
ludus.com.

SUNDAY, FEB. 11

SHAWANO: “Hello Dolly,”

2 p.m., Shawano Community
High School, 220 County Road
B. $12 adults, $9 seniors, $6
children. Tickets at www.
shawanotheater.ludus.com.
For more information, 715-526-
2175.

OCONTO: Machickanee
Players Theatre presents “Mary
Shelley's Frankenstein,” 2 p.m.,
Park Avenue Playhouse, 408
Park Ave. Tickets at www.
MachickaneePlayers.com.

PULASKI: “Sister Act,” 2 p.m.,
Pulaski High School, Ripley
Performing Arts Center, 1040
S. St. Augustine St. Tickets $9,
available at www.pulaskihs.
ludus.com.

MONDAY, FEB. 12

KESHENA: Running and
walking program, 4:40 to
6:30 p.m., Omaegnomenewak
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700
Mianaceqtawak Road, Keshena.
Infused water provided during
the week, and a family snack-
making station is provided on
Saturdays. Information: Chelsey
Latender, 715-799-5431 or
chelseyl@mtclinic.net.

TUESDAY, FEB. 13

OCONTO FALLS: To God's
Glory Free Luncheon/Social,
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Grace
Lutheran Church, 501S. Main
St.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 14

GILLETT: Ash Wednesday
service, 4:30 p.m., Tabor United
Methodist Church, 120 W.
Main St.

BONDUEL: Ash Wednesday
service, 6 p.m. Zion United
Methodist Church, 134 E. Green
Bay St.

THURSDAY, FEB. 15

KESHENA: Running and
walking program, 4:30 to 6:30
p.m., Omaegnomenewak
Wetohkatikamek Center, 2700
Mianaceqtawak Road, Keshena.
Infused water provided during
the week, and a family snack-
making station is provided on
Saturdays. Information: Chelsey
Latender, 715-799-5431 or
chelseyl@mtclinic.net.

FRIDAY, FEB. 16

NAVARINO: Light Up the
Night Torchlight Ski/Snowshoe,
5:30-7:30 p.m., Navarino Na-
ture Center, W5646 Lindsten
Road. Free admission with
nonperishable food donation.
Does not include rentals. NNC
members $5, non-members
$10, families $20. 715-758-
6999

OCONTO: Machickanee
Players Theatre presents “Mary
Shelley’s Frankenstein,” 7 p.m.,
Park Avenue Playhouse, 408
Park Ave. Tickets at www.
MachickaneePlayers.com.

PULASKI: “Sister Act,” 7 p.m.,
Pulaski High School, Ripley
Performing Arts Center, 1040
S. St. Augustine St. Tickets $9,
available at www.pulaskihs.
ludus.com.
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Conservation easement to bring recreation mecca

The largest conserva-
tion easement in Wiscon-
sin history will bring a
67,000-acre timber and
wetlands playground for
the state’s ATV riders,
hunters, anglers, trappers,
hikers and other recre-
ational users.

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es finalized the conserva-
tion easement purchase
of the Pelican Acre
Forest on Jan. 26 from the
Virginia-based Conserva-
tion Fund, the property’s
current owner, said Jim
Lemke, the DNR’s real
estate section manager.

Centered around the
tiny unincorporated town
of Monico in Oneida
County at the intersection
of highways 45 and 8, the
forest gem was one of the
last remaining tracts of
continuous forest in the
state, Lemke said.

While the total $15.3
million purchase — in-
cluding a previous
purchase in April 2022
of 12,419 acres for $4.6
million — permanently
protects and gives public
access to the land, it will
also allow timber harvest-
ing there to continue and
the land to remain on
tax rolls, he noted. The
remaining 54,898-acre
easement finalized Jan. 26
for $10.7 million brings
the total protected site to
67,317 acres.

Clint Miller, central
Midwest director of the
conservation fund, a
major player in the land
protection coup, called
it “public land benefits
without the burden of
public ownership.”

Most of the land is
in Oneida County, with
about 1,000 acres in Lan-
glade County and 600 in

Ross

Bielema
Columnist

Forest County.

Roughly 10 miles by
six miles, the vast forest
includes 58 miles of rivers
and streams and 20,000
acres of wetlands, Lemke
said.

Among the Pelican
River Forest’s impacts
on sportsmen and sports-
women are:

¢ Opening 70 miles
of gravel and dirt log-
ging roads to all vehicles
starting June 1, giving
access for hunters, hikers
and other users. Previous
owner The Forestland
Group only allowed those
roads to be open dur-
ing the gun deer season,
Miller noted. Under the
agreement, the DNR will
maintain those roads
under the supervision of
Ron Gropp of the DNR
Forestry Division. Inter-
est from a $1.5 million
community foundation
set up by the Conserva-
tion Fund at a Wausau
bank will pay for future
road maintenance when
the property is sold in the
future, probably to a tim-
ber interest, Miller said.

e Development of at
least seven miles of ATV/
UTYV and snowmobile
trails on the property.
This will also link exist-
ing trails from Forest and
Langlade counties. “They
don’t have a north-south
route,” Lemke said.

e Virtually any activ-
ity typically allowed on
many public lands —
hiking, foraging, hunting,
fishing, trapping, kayaking

— will be legal there im-
mediately, Lemke noted.
Because the roads are not
paved, and currently not
open, much of the land
may be difficult to access
right now.

Signage detailing the
various activities offered
will be installed in the
coming months, Lemke
said. The property will be
added to the DNR web-
site’s public access land
maps in a few months,
too.

Lemke described the
land as “industrial recre-
ational forest land,” not-
ing it’s been used for log-
ging over the past 50-60
years. That will continue,
as the parcel remains in
the state’s MFL (Managed
Forest Law) program,
which gives property
owners significant tax
breaks in return for grant-
ing public access.

Despite some mis-
understandings with a
few legislators and the
general public, the new
owner (likely a timber
interest) will continue to
pay taxes on the property
at the MFL rate, Miller
noted.

“The easement has
zero effect on taxes,”
Miller said.

The current annual
property tax payment is
about $73,000. It prevents
splintering and develop-
ment of one of thestate’s
last remaining continuous
forests.

Although the DNR has
been eyeing the prop-
erty since 2018, the state
legislature put the brakes
on the easement pur-
chase in April when the
Joint Finance Committee
balked on spending $4
million from the state’s
Knowles-Nelson Steward-

Clint and Patty Miller and their dog, Zeke, hike the trails of the Pelican River Forest.

ship Program, despite the
DNR’s Natural Resources
Board approval.

A few Republican leg-
islators cited some local
opposition to the plan and
restrictions on private
development.

The Conservation
Fund accepted a $10.7
million offer, over $3 mil-
lion less than originally
requested, Lemke said.
Most of the purchase
was funded through the
federal Forest Legacy
Program, administered
by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Land
and Water Conservation
Fund, which is derived
from offshore gas and oil
leases, not taxpayer dol-

lars, Miller explained.

“You always have to
compromise with projects
like this,“ Miller said.
“The public doesn’t get
everything they want.
Conservation has never
been a partisan issue.”

Businesses like Moun-
tain Springs Motel in
Mountain likely will see a
boost in business. Owner
Bob Lepkowski, who also
happens to be president
of the 400-member Dusty
Trails ATV Club in
Oconto County, said he
was excited to hear about
the project.

“That would be very
appealing,” he said.
“That’s an advantage to
these riders.”

JAY BRITTAIN

His club helps main-
tain about 100 miles of
trails from Suring to
Townsend, and he said
many members would
likely use trails on the
Pelican River Forest.

The Pelican River For-
est includes the headwa-
ters of the Wolf River,
and protection of the land
and water will support
clean water and air on a
large scale, he added. The
project had “100% tribal
support” from the area’s
Indian tribes as well, he
said.

Ross Bielema is a freelance writer from
New London and owner of Wolf River
Concealed Carry LLC. Readers can con-
tact him at Ross@wolfriverccw.com.
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By DUSTIN RIESE
Correspondent

At this point in the bas-
ketball season, most teams
have two goals in mind.

First, you want to be as
healthy as possible leading
into the stretch run. Sec-
ond, you want to be play-
ing your best basketball
heading into the playoffs.

When it comes to
Wittenberg-Birnamwood,
not only are they healthy,
but at 16-2 overall, they
have been playing great
basketball all season and
that didn’t stop Jan. 29.

Facing off against
Northland Pines (7-11) for
one of their final non-
conference games of the
season, it was the Chargers
who continued their win-
ning ways as they domi-
nated the Eagles in every
facet 72-34.

“We handled ourselves
well tonight,” head coach
Nick Mechelke said. “We
really focused on playing
smart, and we pretty much
did that tonight.”

You couldn’t have asked
for a much better start for
the Chargers than how
they opened the game;
they could do no wrong
on either end of the floor.
Whether it be the ability of
Rory Salvesen to get to the
rim or knock down shots,
she nearly outscored the
Eagles roster by herself as
she finished the night with
a game-high 21 points.

Throw in the 16 points
from Harper Rogowski and

14 points from Faith Resch
and the Chargers had three
players land in double
figures as they controlled
the offense most of the
first half. Anytime you can
get that much production
from three players, you
have to love your chances
as a group, and with a 44-13
lead at the half, Mechelke
was extremely proud of
how his team came out and
set the tone early.

“I was really pleased
with how we played in that
first half,” he said. “Of-
fensively, we had tremen-
dous balance from top to
bottom, and we just played
well from the start.”

Had the Chargers not
scored a single point the
rest of the night, they still
would’ve done enough to
win as their defense was
equally as good as the of-
fense.

Vienna Klemett and Au-
brey Beyer took a while to
get things going, but they
continued to play well for
the Eagles. Most of their
production came in the
second half, but when you
face such a large deficit
it becomes more about
finding some positive
takeaways as opposed to
winning the actual game.

One of the takeaways
the Eagles have from this
game was having their of-
fense play much better in
the second half, but a lot
of that can be attributed to
the Chargers not being as
aggressive on the defen-
sive end.

Through the mid-
way point in the second
half, the Eagles managed
to keep pace with the
Chargers as Wittenberg-
Birnamwood outscored
them 17-16 to push their
lead to 61-29. That was un-
til Rogowski came through
with five quick points to
push their lead to 66-29 as
the running clock was ap-
proaching.

Even with Emma Weber
connecting on a contested
three late in the game for
Northland Pines, their
sluggish first half loomed
large as Rogowski and Kit
Stewart closed out the
scoring for the Chargers in
what was another impres-
sive showing.

Although it will be the
offense that gets most of
the talk in this one, don’t
discredit the defense as
that side of the ball played
equally as well.

“Our defense has
been our calling card all
season,” Mechelke said.
“Tonight was one of those
nights where our defense
helped lead to our offense.
We were intense defen-
sively and were far more
consistent than we have
been in recent weeks.”

In the Central Wiscon-
sin East Conference, the
Chargers are within strik-
ing distance of a confer-
ence title, but with two
losses and both coming to
Bonduel, it will be an up-
hill climb for the Chargers
to achieve a conference
crown.

Northland Pines no match for Witt-Birn

Wittenberg-Birnamwood's Rory Salvesen pulls up and shoots in the team's 74-32 win over Northland Pines on Jan.
29. The sophomore guard led the Chargers with 21 points, including a 3-pointer and a pair of free throws. She also
had there rebounds, three assists and three steals.

DUSTIN RIESE

Bonduel, Lena, Shawano all notch huge wins

Gresham beats Bowler to take sole possession of first place in conference

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Friday, Feb. 2

Bonduel

Bonduel girls dispensed
of Shiocton with ease,
downing their hosts 67-18
to improve to 11-0 in the
Central Wisconsin East
Conference.

Lena crushes Gillett

Eva Brooks sank 20
points and Madilyn Thom-
son scored 17 to lead Lena
past Gillett 59-24 in Mari-
nette & Oconto Confer-
ence action.

Thomson also led her
team with seven boards,
while Brooks and Whit-
ney Potter each had four
assists, and Potter had five
steals.

Gillett was led by Hope
Soper’s 10 points.

Lena, 13-0 in the confer-
ence, outscored Gillett,
7-6 in the conference, by
scores of 31-8 in the first
half and 28-16 in the sec-
ond half.

Marion

Marion only managed
to score in single digits in
each half as the Mustangs
lost 59-13 to Valley Chris-

Senior guard Amelia Bessert (11) chases a loose ball Jan. 29 against Northland Pines.

tian in non-conference
action.

Oconto Falls
Oconto Falls trounced

Valley Christian led 41-6  Clintonville 58-10 in their

at halftime, and also won
the second half 18-7.
Marion is 3-15 overall.

latest North Eastern Con-
ference matchup.
The Panthers scored 30

DUSTIN RIESE

points in the first half and
28 in the second half, while
the Truckers only managed
five points in each half.
Oconto Falls had a
balanced attack as all nine

players scored, but none
hit double digits. Maddy
Maloney led the way with
nine points, followed by
Rylie Shallow and Amber
Otto, each with eight, and
Kati Raddatz and Bailee
Gorman, each with seven.
Maddy Przybylski and
Hannah Ludemann each
scored six points, Morgan
Moynihan scored four, and
Brynn Hodkiewicz had
three.

The Panthers improved
to 8-7 in conference play
and 12-8 overall.

Pulaski

A dismal first half left
Pulaski in such a large

hole, there was no way out.

The 53-41 loss to Mani-
towoc Lincoln put both
teams at 8-7 in the Fox
River Classic Conference.

Trailing 27-8 at the
break, Pulaski’s 33-26
second-half rally wasn’t
enough to claim the game.

All eight Red Raiders
scored, as they were led by
Olivia Sprangers with 12
points.

Shawano

Shawano pounded
Green Bay East 75-28 to

improve to 4-6 in the Bay
Conference.

Suring

Bunny Cramer scored
20 points, and Emily Peter-
son scored 10 points, but
Suring fell 56-45 to Niagara
in a Marinette & Oconto
Conference game.

Suring, 2-9 in their con-
ference, trailed 27-13 at the
break but won the second
half 32-29.

Thursday, Feb. 1

Gresham tops Bowler

Bowler’s chance to
move into a tie for first
place in the Central Wis-
consin North Conference
failed as the Panthers lost
to first-place Gresham
67-51.

The Panthers’ 4-2 mark
puts them in second place,
with the Wildcats’ 6-0 re-
cord keeping them in first
by themselves.

Menominee Indian

Menominee Indian
edged out Amherst 64-62
for its third straight Cen-
tral Wisconsin East Con-
ference win. The Eagles
are now 5-5 in league play
and 8-10 overall.

GIRLS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Chargers shut down
Northland Pines for DH sweep

By DUSTIN RIESE
Correspondent

After watching the girls take care of
business earlier in the night, it was the
boys turn to take the court as Wittenberg-
Birnamwood played host to the Northland
Pines Eagles on Jan. 29. After weathering
a barrage of 3-point baskets in the first
half, the Chargers got things rolling using
a 16-4 run to open the second half to pull
away for the 57-34 victory.

“Great effort by our kids tonight to
finish,” head coach Garrett Rogowski said.
“Our defense was outstanding, and we
had a very balanced attack from the start.
That is something we haven’t had a ton of
this season so to get that was very promis-
ing.”

Known for their 3-point shooting abil-
ity, the Eagles came out on fire early as
18 of their 20 first half points came from
beyond the arc. Two of them came from
Jack Albrecht with Cody Vojta, Jonathan
Miller, Anthony Halada and A] Muench
all getting in on the act.

Thankfully the Chargers offense was
able to respond, but with the Eagles going
to work on the outside, Marshall Fraaza
went to work on the inside to put the
Chargers in front 7-6.

Trailing by five after a pair of North-
land Pines’ triples, the Chargers continued
to battle back as a Hayden Miller triple
made things a one possession game. That
was followed by a pair of Jett Rogowski
baskets to put the Chargers back in front
19-18.

It took nearly the entire first half for
the Eagles to score on something other
than a 3-point shot, but after taking a
20-19 lead late in the first half, it was the
Chargers finishing strong. Sparked by
Rogowski and Oliver Fraaza, the Chargers
ended the first half on a 9-0 run and took
a 28-20 lead into the break.

Things only got worse from there for
the Eagles as an early Keegan Schmid
bucket extended the lead by 10 before
reaching 14 on the Oliver Fraaza triple.
After not scoring on a single 2-point at-
tempt in the first half, it seems ironic that
the first bucket of the second half by the
Eagles came on a 2-pointer, with Mylo
Albrecht getting one to fall.

That was followed by a flurry of buck-
ets from Rogowski and Boone Schairer as
the Chargers busted the game open with a
16-2 run to open the second half and take
a 44-22 lead. Add that to the end of the
first half and the Chargers used a 25-2 run
to take what was a one-point deficit and
open up a massive lead.

From there, it was all about getting ev-
eryone involved as the Chargers’ offense
was starting to find their rhythm.

That allowed Jaden Clark to get on the
scoresheet late, as did Miller and Connor
Groshek. Even with Aiden Minx and Vojta
starting to get inside to draw fouls, the
3-point shot wasn’t there for the Eagles.

Not only was this a great win for the
Chargers, but to do it in front of some
very important people is what made
Rogowski happy.

“It was really nice to celebrate the

Wittenberg-Birnamwood junior Jett Rogowski goes up for what would be part of his 17 points scored against North-

land Pines on Jan. 29.

Birnamwood 1953 team and their state
qualifying berth tonight,” he said. “Six of
the guys who played on that team were
here tonight, which is very cool to see.
That alone seemed to give us some extra
motivation as the kids wanted to put on a
good show.”

TINA BACON

Rogowski led all scorers with 17 points,
with Oliver Fraaza adding 11 as the Char-
gers improved to 8-7 with the win.

The Eagles were led by Vojta and
his eight points, with Halada adding six
to bring their record to 6-13 on for the
season.

Residents invited to participate in WCC resolution process

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The Wisconsin Conservation Congress
(WCCQ) invites all Wisconsinites to take
part in its annual spring hearing process.

The WCC is an independent organiza-
tion of residents that advises the Wiscon-
sin Natural Resources Board and the Wis-
consin Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) on how to responsibly manage
Wisconsin’s natural resources.

Wisconsinites can submit proposed
resolutions via the online process now

through Feb. 26. Resolutions must meet
the following criteria:

» The concern must be of statewide
impact.

e The concern must be practical,
achievable and reasonable.

 The concern must be within the mis-
sion and vision of the WCC.

An individual may submit no more
than two resolutions per year. Those
interested in submitting a resolution are
encouraged to reach out to the resolution
review committee or their WCC county

chair for guidance in drafting a resolution.

Additional tips on preparing a resolu-
tion are available on the WCC and DNR’s
spring hearings webpage.

At the close of the submission process,
the resolutions will be reviewed by a com-
mittee of WCC delegates to ensure they
meet the criteria for inclusion and will be
prepared for the online input, which kicks
off April 10, and will close April 13.

For further information or questions,
contact Terri Roehrig, executive commit-
tee member of the WCC, at 920-540-2775.

GIRLS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

Oconto Falls

All 13 players from Oconto Falls and
Freedom scored, but it was the visiting
Freedom team that finished on top, 45-29.

Oconto Falls was led by Rylie Shallow
and Bailee Gorman with eight points each.
Maddy Maloney added six, Ryan Hodkie-
wicz added three, and Kati Raddatz and
Amber Otto each had two.

Freedom doubled up on the Panthers
with a 28-14 first half.

Pulaski

Pulaski and Ashwaubenon are now tied
at 8-6 in the Fox River Valley Conference
following the Red Raiders’ 44-39 win.

Maggie Lardinois led Pulaski with
12 points, and Olivia Sprangers scored
another 11.

Trailing 29-21 at the break, the Red
Raiders turned the game around with a
solid 23-10 second half that gave them the
five-point win.

Tuesday, Jan. 30

Bonduel

Hailey Zernicke scored 13 points and
FElisa Hischke added 12 as Bonduel de-
feated Stratford 42-32 in a non-conference
matchup.

The Bears, 18-2 overall, held a comfort-
able 32-14 lead at the break. Even though
Stratford outscored Bonduel 18-10 in the
second half, the deficit was too much for
them to reverse.

Bowler

Valley Christian held an eight-point
lead at halftime, but their 44-25 second
half sealed the win over Bowler 75-48 in
non-conference action. Bowler dropped to
9-8 overall.

Lena

Lena controlled the game throughout
as the Wildcats dominated Oneida Nation
67-45 in Marinette & Oconto Conference
action.

Lena was led by Madilyn Thomson’s
29 points, with Eva Brooks adding 13 and
Whitney Potter chipping in 10 more. Kali
Fischer scored nine, and Hannah Thom-
son added another six.

Lena, 12-0 in conference play, led 32-17
after the first half and outscored their
hosts 35-28 in the second half.

Oconto Falls

Waupaca, 3-11 in the North Eastern
Conference, hosted Oconto Falls and sent
the Panthers home a 61-46 loss. Oconto
Falls dropped to 7-6 in the conference and
11-7 overall.

Pulaski

In a surprising loss, Pulaski pulled up
short against Bay Port, dropping a 45-42
Fox River Classic Conference game.

Bay Port jumped out to an 18-10 lead at
the half, and even though Pulaski won the
second half 32-27, it wasn’t enough for the
win.

Suring

Suring’s 2-9 record in the Marinette
& Oconto Conference worsened to 2-10
when they played second-place Coleman.
Suring lost 55-39, and Coleman improved
to 12-1 in conference action.

Birdee Cramer led Suring with 11
points, and Bunny Cramer scored nine.

Coleman controlled the game with a
38-17 first half, while Suring outscored
them 22-17 after the break.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood

Strong play by the Chargers paved the
way for a 52-25 non-conference win over
Crandon.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood, 17-2 overall,
dominated the first half 38-18, and even
won the slower tempo of the second half
14-8.

Monday, Jan. 29

Gillett

Gillett improved to 11-8 overall with a
58-49 non-conference win over Green Bay
NEW Lutheran/Providence Academy.

Shawano

Leah Nordin led the way with 18 points
as Shawano downed New London 52-38 in
non-conference action.

“Great team defense led to a team vic-
tory,” coach Ryan Koenig said.

Suring

Suring dropped to 2-9 in the Marinette
& Oconto Conference after losing 59-42 to
Crivitz. The Eagles are 4-14 overall.
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Shawano wrestlers ¢

A 72-12 win over Xavier
on Feb. 1 clinched the con-
ference title for Shawano
with a 6-0 mark.

“I'm most proud of this
group for stepping up and
wrestling as a team,” coach
Mike Homan said. “As we
finished our conference
season 6-0, I think back
to all of the hard work
that has been put into the
practice room this season.
This entire team of boys
and girls have worked hard
and earned this conference

title.”

The dual meet started
off at 132 pounds with
Owen Montour earning a
fall over Dante Vargas of
Xavier in 2:16. Drake Herm
and Kody Popelka both
earned forfeits at 138 and
144 pounds, respectively.

At 150, John Faulkner of
Xavier earned a fall over
Marcus Cicero in 2:54. At
157, Carsen Herm earned
a fall over Jerome Erimas
in 58 seconds, and at 165,
Drew Chelberg earned a

Shawano girls
take first at
conference meet

Onna Hermann took
first place at 120 pounds
and several other Shawano
wrestlers finished in the
top five at the NEC/Bay
Conference conference
tournament on Feb. 3.

All told, Shawano
sacred 93 points while
giving up 86, which placed
them in first at the event in
‘Waupaca.

“The girls had a good
day of wrestling, earning
enough team points to take
first,” coach Mike Homan
said. “Onna Herman
wrestled very well on the
way to pinning all of her
opponents and taking first
place. She was our leading
points scorer today. She
has been working on more
offense, and the change
has really helped her score
more points.”

Earning second-place
finishes were Jenna Moede
at 114 and Caitlyn Moede
at 126. Third-place finishes
were recorded by Court-
ney Schenk at 152 and Lily
Tomas at 235. Adalyn Bark-
ley placed fourth at 138, as

did Maddie Moesch at 120.
Lauren Harkey finished in
fifth place at 120.

Breleigh Thornock took
sixth place at 126 pounds.

“Caitlyn had a nice
tournament today and ran
into some tough competi-
tion in her finals match.
All of her other victories
today were falls,” Homan
said. “She also scored a
lot of team points. Mad-
die Moesch and Lauren
Harkey both did a great
job also in the 120 bracket.
I really like how both of
them keep competing
and never give up. They
wrestled some tough
matches today were very
competitive.”

Homan also had posi-
tive words about Schenk
and Tomas.

“They both showed
good improvement over
the last few weeks,” he
said. “I can see them get-
ting better in every match
that they wrestle.”

The sectional tour-
nament in Kimberly is
another week away.

fall over Alexander Marg
in 3:44,

At 175, Mason Theis
earned a fall over Aaron
Vanden Heuvel in 1:36, and
at 190 and 215, respectively,
Connor Chelberg and Jack
Dietz each received for-
feits. At 285, Eddie Heuring
of Xavier earned a fall over
Brayen Boivin in 2:50.

At 106, Dylan Gartner
received a forfeit. At 113,
Dane Hodkiewicz earned
a fall over Adrian Morales
in 2:33. At 120 and 126, re-

spectively, Alex Montour
and Austin Stickney both
received forfeits.
Shawano also used the
evening to honor its youth
wrestlers and seniors.
“Carsen Herm at 157
has been a solid varsity
wrestler for the last three
years,” Homan said. “He
always battles hard and
in most cases earns a pin.
He is a great kid to have
in your varsity lineup and
will always be remem-
bered for his pinning

capability.”

Drew Chelberg has
been improving all year
long, Homan said.

“He is really starting to
wrestle well at the right
time,” the coach said.

Mason Theis wrestled
a lot of tough matches for
the Hawks.

“He has sacrificed a
lot this year by dropping
down to 175,” Homan said.
“Last year, he wrestled at
182 and 190. He never com-
plains. He just gets back

Almost a pin, but not quite

linch conference title

to work and works hard in
the practice room.”

Homan said all the
seniors left a great impact
on the team.

“Kids like Drake Herm,
Connor Chelberg and
Dylan Hodkiewicz always
battled and fought hard
for team victories,” he
said. “Alex Montour filled
many vacancies where we
needed him to be.”

At 12-4 overall, Sha-
wano prepares for regional
action Feb. 10.

Gillett/Suring's boys wrestling team hosted a quad invite Feb. 3 with teams from Lena, Elcho and Menominee, Michigan, joining them on the mat. It was also
Senior Night, during which Gillett/Suring honored Parker Zahn, Carter Whisman and Mason Micoley.

Shawano hockey hits three-game losing skid

Spooner 4, Shawano 1

Shawano was knocked
off by the Spooner Rails 5-1
on Feb. 3.

A scoreless first period
gave way to three goals
by Spooner in the second
period.

The Hawks’ only goal
came at 7:46 in the third
period when Tyson Lyons
scored. Spooner added
its fourth and final goal at
12:24.

Shawano/Bonduel made
15 shots on goal, while

the Rails had 24. Lyons
notched 20 saves.

Penalties for Shawano
totaled three for six min-
utes. Spooner was called
six times for 12 minutes.

Escanaba 8

Shawano 0

Shawano had a long
drive home Feb. 2 after
losing 8-0 to Escanaba,
Michigan.

Escanaba scored five
times in the first period
and three times in the sec-
ond for the shutout. The

host team was not called
for a single penalty, while
Shawano was called twice
for four minutes.
Escanaba notched 33
shots on goal, as Kaiden
Thornborrow had 25 saves.
Shawano players managed
only three shots on goal.
Antigo 3, Spooner 1
Owen Dickman scored
once with two assists and
Eli Kassler had a goal and
an assist as Antigo topped
Spooner 3-1 on Feb. 2.
Scoring opened in the
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first period when Dick-
man scored with a Kassler
assist at 13:57. Exactly one
minute later, Liam Burt
scored with assists from
Dickman and Ian Britten-
ham.

Kassler scored with a
Dickman assist at 3:57 in
the second period to put
the Red Robins up 3-0.
Spooner scored at 7:06
in the second period, and
there was no scoring in the
third period.

HOCKEY, CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Bonduel stays perfect in boys basketball

Tigerton has first place in its conference;
Shawano beats Green Bay West

Lena’s losing skid
stretched to nine with a
62-27 loss to Florence in
non-conference action Feb.
3. Lena is 4-13 overall.

Friday, Feb. 2

Bonduel

The Bears sit at 11-0 in
the Central Wisconsin East
Conference after an 81-59
victory at Shiocton.

Race Anvelink led
the Bears with 34 points
including nine 3-point-
ers. Noah Weier scored
another 14 including a pair
of triples. Quinn Wes-
senberg’s six points came
from two 3-pointers.

Ryan Westrich led Bon-
duel with nine rebounds,
Colin Margelofsky had 11
assists, and Cade Johnson,

Margelofsky, Weier and
Anvelink each had three
steals.

The Bears led 40-26
before the break and
outscored their hosts 41-33
after the break.

Menominee Indian

The Eagles played a
close game but lost 70-65
to Amherst in a Central
Wisconsin East Confer-
ence game.

Menominee Indian is
2-9 in the conference and
3-14 overall.

Pulaski

The Red Raiders suf-
fered the first in a pair of
back-to-back losses with a
77-62 defeat at the hands of
Manitowoc Lincoln.

Pulaski trailed 34-31 at

halftime and was out-
scored 43-31 in the second
half.

Pulaski is now 7-7 in the
Fox River Classic Confer-
ence.

Tigerton

James Brady connected
on 24 points, and Maverick
Maas scored 15 to lead Ti-
gerton to a 51-38 win over
Northland Lutheran in
Central Wisconsin North
Conference action.

Brady also led the
Tigers with nine rebounds,
while Maas and Joey
Zimdars each had four as-
sists, and Zimdars had five
steals.

Tigerton, at 7-2, is in
first place in the confer-
ence.

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood

Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood’s three-game win-
ning streak came to end
with a 61-51 loss to Mana-
wa in a Central Wisconsin
East Conference matchup.

Jett Rogowski led the
Chargers with 23 points,
and Jaden Clark added
another 10.

Oliver Fraaza had eight
rebounds and three assists,
while Clark had a pair of
steals.

Manawa outscored
Wittenberg-Birnamwood,
6-5 in the conference, by
five points in each half.

Thursday, Feb. 1

Bonduel

Ryan Westrich scored
16 points and Race Anve-
link connected on 14 to
lead Bonduel to a 74-43
triumph over Manitowoc
Lincoln in non-conference

action.

The Bears, 17-1 overall,
had little trouble with
their hosts, leading 37-14
at halftime and adding an-
other eight points to their
margin of victory with a
37-29 second half.

Gillett

Aydin Franti led Gillett
with 18 points in a 59-41
Marinette & Oconto Con-
ference win over Wausau-
kee.

Ben Matczak scored
14 points, and Tyler
Frank added 11. The other
five players also scored:
Brandon DeBauch with
five, Bradin Bjelland and
Thomas Carmody each
with four, Ryan Pensis
with two and Nathan Row-
ell with one.

Gillett’s 29-25 first-half
lead was extended with a
big 30-16 second half.

Gillett improved to 10-2

in conference action.

Lena

Lena was no match for
Marinette and Oconto
Conference leader Crivitz
in the Wildcats’ 75-26 loss.

While all eight mem-
bers of Lena’s team scored,
the top scorer was Mason
Belongia with seven.

Lena, 1-10 in conference
action, scored 13 points
in each half while Crivitz
had 50 in the first half and
another 25 after the break.

Oconto Falls

Oconto Falls saw its
North Eastern Conference
record drop to 1-12 after a
60-35 defeat at the hands of
Waupaca.

Jameson Beaman and JJ
Pytleski each scored seven
points. Pytleski also led the
team with five rebounds,
while Easton Engel led
with two assists, and

BOYS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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Schultz' 24 points not enough as
Appleton East takes down Pulaski

By DUSTIN RIESE
Correspondent

It’s never easy to go on
the road and win in high
school basketball, and the
Pulaski Red Raiders (10-9)
found that out the hard
way Feb. 3.

Facing off against
Appleton East (4-13) in a
non-conference tilt, it was
a story of two players go-
ing head to head in an epic
player vs. player matchup.

It was the Joey LaCha-
pell vs. Colin Schultz as
both of these players put
their teams on their back,
especially during the sec-
ond half. Schultz paced the
way for the Red Raiders
with 24 points, but that
wasn’t enough to take the
spotlight from LaChapell,
who was honored pregame
for becoming the Patriots’
all-time leading scorer. He
responded by dropping
36 points for the Patriots,
including 17 straight at one
point to lift the Patriots to
the 79-70 victory.

Judging by how the
start of things went, you
would’ve never guessed
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Grayson Clark had a pair
of steals.

Waupaca controlled the
game with a commanding
33-15 first half and a 27-20
second half.

Suring

Suring’s 34-30 first-half
lead slowly fell away as St.
Thomas Aquinas Academy
outscored their hosts 38-27
in the second half to grab a
68-61 victory.

The Eagles, 2-10 in
conference play, are 4-14
overall.

Tuesday, Jan. 30

Bonduel

Ryan Westrich scored
22 points to lead Bonduel
to its 10th consecutive
Central Wisconsin East
Conference win this sea-
son. At 10-0 in the confer-
ence and 16-1 overall, the
Bears were too much for
Weyauwega-Fremont, win-
ning 63-56.

Cade Johnson scored
12 points, and Noah Weier
added another 10 for the
Bears.

With a 34-21 lead at the
half, Bonduel could afford
Weyauwega-Fremont’s
six-point advantage in the
second half as the Bears
held the advantage at the
final buzzer.

Bowler

A 61-31 loss at the hands
of White Lake dropped
Bowler to 0-6 in the Cen-
tral Wisconsin North Con-
ference and 1-16 overall.

White Lake jumped out
to a 31-13 lead at the half
and padded the final score
with a 30-18 second half.

Gillett

All eight Gillett players
scored when the Tigers
defeated Wabeno/Laona
71-58 in a non-conference
game.

Jesse DeBauch led
the way with 23 points,
followed by Aydin Franti
with 20 and Ben Matczak

that nearly 150 points
would be scored as neither
team was able to find the
bucket in the first three
minutes.

The back-and-forth af-
fair continued from there,

Ethan and Bohdan
Schmidt managed to keep
things close at 21-18, but
it was LaChapell coming
through with another triple
to push the lead to 24-18.

LaChapell was just get-
ting started as he combined
with Prestigiacomo to push
the lead to 28-21 with Jacob
Weisbach stretching things
out to 34-26 late in the first
half. Fortunately for the
Red Raiders, they managed
to chip away at things late
as the corner triple from
Bryce Wotruba pulled
Pulaski within five while
Jossie and Schultz closed
out the first half to make
things 36-32.

Expecting more of the
same in the second half,
both teams exchanged
buckets to open things up
before the LaChapell show
got going as his four points
pushed the Patriots lead to

43-34.

It was time for Schultz
to take over as he not only
scored seven of his team’s
next nine points to pull the
Red Raiders to within 49-
47, but he went toe-to-toe
with LaChapell for a good
portion of the second half.
Once Schultz got rolling,
it opened things up for the
rest of the Pulaski offense
as Dylan Dorn tied things
up before Dixon Holewin-
ski gave the Red Raiders a
52-51 lead.

That was when LaCha-
pell began to take over
as he went on to score
17 straight points for the
Patriots helping them not
only stay close, but giving
them the lead on several
occasions.

The same can be said
for Schultz throughout the
second half as he was able
to match LaChapell with
several buckets of his own
as the Red Raiders were
within 65-64 in the final
few minutes.

It came down to the free
throw line to determine
the game.
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Spooner had 43 shots on
goal, with only one finding
the back of the net. Antigo
had 19 shots. Goalie Nolan
Bunnell had 42 saves for
Antigo.

As for penalties, An-
tigo was called for seven
infractions and served 14
minutes. The Rails were
called on five penalties and
served 10 minutes.

Rhinelander 10

Shawano 4

Rhinelander’s 39 shots
on goal included 10 goals
as the Hodags controlled
the game from the begin-
ning, defeating Shawano/
Bonduel 10-4 on Feb. 1.

The Hodags led 3-0
in the first period before
Karson Stoss first put Sha-
wano on the board at 14:50.

The two teams traded
the first four goals in the
second period, but then
Rhinelander added four
unanswered goals to take
a 9-3 lead. Second-period
goals for Shawano came
from Michael Dillenberg at
5:18 with assists from Cam
Schroeder and Stoss, and
then from Bryce Lammers
at 6:59 with a Hunter Jones
assist.

Blake Knope scored at
1:31 in the third period with

a Stoss assist. Rhinelander
hit the back of the goal
once more at 14:50 to end
the scoring.

Shawano had 21 shots
on goal.

Tyson Lyons had 15
saves on 20 shots on goal,
while Kaiden Thorn-
borrow had 14 saves on
against 19 shots.

The Hawks were
penalized six times for 12
minutes. The Hodags were
penalized eight times for
16 minutes.

After the non-confer-
ence loss, Shawano’s re-
cord stands at 7-11 overall.
Shawano 5, Pacelli 1

Shawano’s hockey play-
ers didn’t have as many
shots on goal as Stevens
Point Pacelli, but the ones
they did they made count.

The Cardinals led the
Hawks 22-16 on shots on
goal, but the scoreboard
showed Shawano on top
with a 5-1 final score on
Jan. 30.

Karson Stoss started out
the Hawks’ scoring with
a goal at 15:52 in the first
period. With an assist from
Blake Knope, the Hawks
led 1-0 at the end of the
period.

Knope, who had a hat

trick on the night, scored
his first goal at 1:45 in the
second period with an as-
sist from Wyatt Schroeder.
Shawano took a 3-0 lead
thanks to a Cam Schroeder
goal with an assist from
Wyatt Schroeder.

Knope’s second goal
came at 2:44 in the third
period with Stoss assisting.
Pacelli scored their only
goal at 8:07, with Knope
getting his third at 15:06
with another Wyatt Schro-
eder assist.

Mosinee 8, Antigo 1

Owen Dickman scored
Antigo’s only goal in its 6-1
loss to Mosinee on Jan. 30.

The Indians scored
twice in the first period,
three times in the second
and had two goals in the
third period before Dick-
man scored at 8:23 with
an assist by Liam Burt.
Mosinee scored once after
that.

The Red Robins were
called for two penalties for
four minutes, while the In-
dians were called on three
infractions for six minutes.

Antigo only managed 11
shots on goals compared to
Mosinee’s 63. Nolan Bun-
nell had 55 saves for the
Red Robins.

with 12. Also contributing
were Thomas Carmody
with six, Tyler Frank with
four, and Bradin Bjelland,
Brandon DeBauch and
Ryan Pensis with two each.

Gillett, 12-5 overall,
maintained its lead with
a 31-25 first half and 40-33
second half.

Tigerton defeats
Gresham

The winless Gresham
Wildcats were going to
have a hard time getting a
victory against Tigerton,
which is tied for first place
in the Central Wisconsin
North Conference.

Tigerton led from the
onset in its 76-41 triumph.

Joey Zimdars and Sam
Anheuser each scored
18 points to lead Tiger-
ton. James Brady scored
another 17, while Maverick
Maas added 13.

The Tigers, 6-2 in
the conference, led 41-18
at halftime and added
another 12 points to their
margin of victory during
the second half.

Gresham fell to 0-6 in
the conference.

Marion

The Mustangs kept
the pressure on Tigerton
in the Central Wiscon-
sin North Conference as
Marion downed Northland
Lutheran 69-60.

The win leaves Marion
and Tigerton tied at 6-2 in
the conference.

Chargers edge Eagles
Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood edged out Menomi-

nee Indian 55-53 in a
Central Wisconsin East
Conference game.

The Chargers improved
to 6-4 in conference action
and 9-7 overall. Menomi-
nee Indian fell to 2-8 and
3-13, respectively.

Pulaski

Pulaski routed Bay Port
11-2 in overtime to capture

a 74-65 non-conference
win.

Colin Schultz led the
Red Raiders with 23 points,
while Bryce Wotruba
scored 14, Dixon Holewin-
ski added 12 and Dylan
Dorn contributed 10. All
of Holewinski’s points
came from four 3-pointers,
and Wotruba scored three
triples.

Schultz pulled down
11 boards, while Bryan
Schmidt had four assists,
and Wotruba had seven
steals.

Pulaski led 33-32 at the
half, but Bay Port came
back with its own one-
point advantage, 31-30, in
the second half to send the
game into overtime with a
63-63 score.

Shawano

Logan Sipple’s 34 points
set the pace for Shawano
as the Hawks handily beat
Green Bay West 81-58 in
Bay Conference play.

Crew Weisnicht scored
another 16 points for Sha-
wano, and Will Verkuilen
contributed another 13.

Shawano, now 4-6 in
the conference and 6-12
overall, topped Green Bay
West 34-26 before the
break and 47-32 after the
intermission.

Monday, Jan. 29

Marion

Marion and Iola-Scan-
dinavia played to an even
17-17 first half, but then
the visiting Thunderbirds
outperformed in the 42-30
second half to hand the
Mustangs their eighth
overall loss of the season.

Marion lost the non-
conference matchup 59-47
and is now 11-8 overall.

Oconto Falls

The Panthers came
out ready to fight in their
19-point victory over Cole-
man in non-conference
action.

In particular, Jameson
Beaman was on point, as
he led the way with 37
points — including five
3-pointers. Alex Haines
had a pair of triples as he
scored 17 points, and Em-
erich Skarban scored 12.

Skarban was busy at the
boards as he pulled down
16 rebounds. Haines and
Chase Carriveau each had
four assists, and Haines
also led with three steals.

Oconto Falls held a
comfortable 37-21 lead at

the half and added three

points to their margin

of victory with a 39-36

second-half performance.
Suring
Goodman/Pembine

won a non-conference

game over Suring 56-47.
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HOUSEHOLD GOOD$S

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!

Discover the ideal solution for

anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a
fall or wants to regain access
to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today!
1-888-686-1458 (WCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever!

LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior &
Military Discounts.

Call 1-855-948-3442

JACUZZ| BATH REMODEL
Can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,
we're cutting installation
costs in half & offering a
FREE safety upgrade!
Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary
be dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24
1-833-224-4977 (WCAN)

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now

to receive a FREE 7-Year

warranty with qualifying

purchase. Call 1-888-355-

6955 today to schedule a

free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power
move1-855-948-3442

FIND WHAT YOU Negp
In The Classifieds
715-526-6188

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC home standby
generator. Act now to receive
a FREE 7-year warranty
w/qualifying purchase*. Call
1-877-626-1009 today to
schedule a free quote. it's not
just a generator. Its a power
move. (WCAN)

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
w/the best looking & longest
lasting material, steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 Styles &
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Offer - up to
50% OFF Installation + Add'l
10% off install (for military,
health
workers & 1st responders)
Call Erie Metal Roofs
1-877-845-6606 (WCAN)

MICAEI I ANEAIC ENAD

SALE

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO

SELL? .... GET RESULTS!

Affordable advertising that
fits your budget! Reach

OVER 300,000 homes! Place

your ad in MANY weekly
Wisconsin Shoppers &
Buyers' Guide papers for as
low as $36.00 Call today!
Publishers
Development Service, Inc.
(PDS, Inc.) 1-800-236-0737
www.pdsadnet.com

Special
Notices

BADGER MILITARY
COLLECTIBLES &
MILITARY FIREARMS
SHOW FEB 9 & 10 (One of
the largest World War |
German & US Sniper Rifle
Collections will be for sale
at the show!) WAUKESHA
EXPO 1000 Northview Rd.
608-752-6677
www.bobandrocco.com
(WCAN)

Classified advertising at it's
best. Reach over 250,000
homes in
northeast WI and Upper
Michigan. Place your ad in
over 20
newspapers/shoppers.
Just go to

www.greatnorthernconn.com.

Fast, easy and affordable.

MARSHFIELD GUN SHOW
Feb. 9 & 10, Marshfield
Eagles Club, 1104 S. Oak
Ave. Fri 3-8pm, Sat. 9-4pm.
BUY-SELL-TRADE-
BROWSE Adm $5. WE PAY

CA$H FOR GUNS For more

info B.J. Keating
608-548-4867 (WCAN)

WCAN (Wisconsin
Community Ad Network)
and/or the member
publications review ads to
the best of their ability.
Unfortunately, many
unscrupulous people are
ready to take your money!
PLEASE BE CAREFUL

ANSWERING ANY AD THAT

SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO
BE TRUE! For more
information, or to file a

Turn Trash Into
Cash with the
CLASSIFIEDS

Special
Notices

complaint regarding an ad,
please

ontact The Department of
Trade,

Agriculture & Consumer

Protection 1-800-422-7128
(WCAN)

ACA COCKER SPANIEL
PUPS Shots, vet check,
Microchip, M-$600
Call 715-669-7413

ACA REG Cavalier KC

Span. F-5 Yr $200; ACA

Reg Yorkie F-6 yr. $175
715-965-4060

AKC German Shepherd
Pups 2-Males $500 OBO
shots call 715-304-1097

AKC GOLDEN RETRIEVER
PUPS Shots Vet chkd, Can
Deliv $700 715-255-2661
#269146

American Eskimo/Shelti
Cross Pups Fluffy/Friendly
Dewormed $80
715-223-4780

AUSSIE PUPS Great Colors,
Vet/Shots 7 yrs. experience
$200-$400 715-250-2793

Motorcycles

Services

Senrvices

BUYING SALVAGE
MOTORCYCLES-ATVs-
WATERCRAFT
920-850-9299
Local Dealer Free Pickup!

Vehicles

2023 Dodge Durango GT
Plus,
Excellent condition, 11k miles
906-644-2880

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck,
boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a
FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-844-406-2647
today! (WCAN)

GET YOUR DEDUCTION
AHEAD OF THE YEAR-
END! Donate Your Car,
Truck or SUV to assist the
blind & visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup & secure a
generous year-end tax
credit. Call HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND today at!
844-374-3067 (WCAN)

Services

FRIENDLY FARM PUPS 3/4
Blue Heeler 1/4 Border Collie
DOB 10-31-23 $50 each
715-754-2688

German Shepherd Pups
$600; Dachshund Pups
$800; Poodle Mix Pups
$300
Call/Text 715-316-2617

Lab Pups 3-Choc 4-Yellow
Shots
dewormed DOB:12/10/23
$400 Call 715-379-7861

KING CHARLES CAVALIER
PUPS 4-M, 1-F Vet/shots
Ready Now $600 OBO
715-701-2066

MINI COCK-A-POQOS Hypo-
allergenic, Non-shed,
shots/vet F-$600, M-$500;
PUREBRED REG COCKER
SPANIEL PUPPIES
715-758-2433

MINI GOLDENDOODLE &
Medium Red AKC
POODLES $550 Cute!
715-409-0533

POMERANIANS APRI
CERTIFIED PEDIGREES
Show prospects, Friendly Vet
chk, Health Guar. $850
715-654-5149

PUREBRED BEAGLE
PUPPIES shots/wormed,
$350 Ready Now
715-680-0140 or
715-257-9316

PUREBRED BOXER PUPS
Flashy Brindle & Fawn
Shots UTD Ready Now!

$400
715-701-1473

WHITE GERMAN
SHEPHERD PUPPIES $800
phone 715-567-4400

CONNECT TO THE BEST
WIRELESS home internet
with
EarthLink. Enjoy speeds
from 5G & 4G LTE networks,
no contracts, easy
installation, & data plans up
to 300 GB.

Call 844-223-7265 (WCAN)

DENTAL INSURANCE.
From Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Don't Wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 855-807-9516
www.dental50plus.com/wic
ommunity #6258 (WCAN)

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,
sports, & local
channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max & Premium
Channels included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or
higher) No
annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-833-574-1746
(WCAN)

DIRECTV Sports Pack 3
Months on Us! Watch pro &
College sports LIVE. Plus
over 40 regional & specialty
networks included. NFL,
College
Football, MLB, NBA, NHL,
Golf & more. Some
restrictions apply Call
DIRECTV 1-888-925-9452
(WCAN)

HughesNet Satellite
Internet: 25 mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data,
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST
download speeds. Wifi built

in! FREE Standard

Installation for lease
customers! Limited Time Call

1-844-829-5070 (WCAN)

MobileHelp, America's
Premier
Mobile Medical Alert
System. Whether you're
home or away, for safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long
Term Contracts! Free
Brochure! Call Today!
1-855-491-0732 (WCAN)

STROKE &
CARDIOVASCULAR
disease are leading causes
of death, according to the
AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION. Screening
can provide peace of mind or
early detection!
Contact Life Line
Screening to
schedule your screening.

Special
offer - 5 screenings for just
$149!
Call 1-888-675-5048
(WCAN)

SWITCH & SAVE UP TO
$250/YEAR on your talk, text
& data. No contract & no
hidden fees. Unlimited talk &
text with flexible data plans.
Premium
nationwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer service.
For more info, call
1-844-883-1477 (WCAN)

Switch to DISH Getup to a
$300 gift card! Plus get the
Multisport pack
included for a limited time!
Hurry, call for details: 1-844-
897-8523 (WCAN)

THINKING ABOUT
INSTALLING A NEW
SHOWER? American

Standard makes it easy.
FREE design
consultation. Enjoy your
shower again! Call
1-844-479-1327 today to see
how you can save $1,000 on
installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.
com/wep (WCAN)

The bathroom of your
dreams in as
little as 1 day. Limited Time
Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments & No Interest for
18 months for customers who
qualify. BCl Bath & Shower.
Many options available.
Quality materials &
professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Call
today! 1-877-651-1850
(WCAN)

UP TO $15,000 OF
GUARANTEED LIFE
INSURANCE! No medical
exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral &
other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance
Company 844-433-5898 or
visit www.Life55plus.info/wcp
(WCAN)

APARTMENTS/DUPLEX

1330 E Lieg Ave
2 bedrooms
Great location
Parking avail.
Starting at $650 + deposit
Pete 715-218-5731

1350 E Lieg Ave
Beautiful recently
Fully Remodeled
2 bedrooms
Great loc. Garage avail.
Starting at $695 + Deposit
Tom 715-280-0525

445 Humphrey Cr.
Beautiful

Fully Remodeled

1 or 2 Bedroom
Convenient location

Garage Available

Starting at $615 + Deposit

Tom 715-280-0525

Vacation/
Lake Property

WESLEY FINANCIAL
GROUP, LLC Timeshare
Cancellation Experts Over
$50,000,000 in timeshare
debt & fees cancelled in
2019. Get FREE
informational package &
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare! FREE
consultations. Over 450
positive
reviews. CALL 844-374-2565
(WCAN)
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Timer broken on Swift’s 15 minutes of fame
Don’t charge

records requesters
for redactions

Have you ever had a
neighbor or friend who
shared way too much
about themselves to the
point you feel the need to
avoid them so your brain
doesn’t push out relevant
information about life in
general in exchange for
stuff you don’t really want
to know?

I feel like that when-
ever a news media snippet
about Taylor Swift ap-
pears. Every time I turn on
the television or jump onto
Facebook, there’s some-
thing about Swift, usually
several things. It seems
like since 2023 started
— and it has spilled into
2024the singer has perme-
ated all aspects of life.

Swift has always been
a fixture when it comes
to the world of music, but
now she’s busted out into
sports commentary ever
since she started dating
Travis Kelce with the Kan-
sas City Chiefs. Now with
her efforts to get younger
generations out to vote in
elections, political com-
mentators are losing their
marbles, as well.

To prove my case, I
present Exhibit A, the
Google search this morn-
ing when I punched in
“Taylor Swift” for news
headlines:

e USA Today: Some
Republicans fear Taylor
Swift could influence the
election for Biden.

» HuffPost: Wall Street
Journal shreds ‘Trumpy
internet trolls’ with blunt
question about Taylor
Swift.

* NBC: Jeweler behind
Taylor Swift’s “TNT’
bracelet reveals Travis
Kelce purchased matching
bangles for the couple.

e Yahoo News: Penta-
gon to MAGA world: You
need to calm down over
Taylor Swift.

e The Washington Post:
Why Taylor Swift’s globe-
trotting in private jets is

Lee Pulaski

City editor

getting scrutinized.

e New York Times:
Taylor Swift is a ‘treasure,’
says Liz Cheney, a prime
Trump critic.

e The Guardian: Gram-
mys set to celebrate fe-
male musicians as Taylor
Swift eyes a record-break-
ing win.

I will stop here, as
there’s only so much
readers can take in, but
suffice to say there’s more
topics that have made
headlines in the last day or
two about Swift. The only
topic that’s probably not
on the internet, as far as
I've seen, is having a nutri-
tion expert go into detail
about what the woman had
for breakfast today.

It’s gotten to the point
where Gannett hired a
reporter to exclusively
report on Swift. As other
newspapers are figuring
out how to report the news
with smaller staffs, the
news company is having a

reporter chase after Swift
and report on aspects of
her. He might very well be
the one who finally talks to
the nutrition expect about
Swift’s breakfast.

Thankfully, Swift isn’t
leading off every televi-
sion program to the point
where the need-to-know
info about government
and the wars in Israel and
Ukraine are being pushed
aside. Still, it feels like
we’re heading in that di-
rection, and as a journalist,
that bothers me. Becoming
numb to the horrors of
the world because we’re
addicted to Swift like a
bunch of junkies is not the
way to build a civilized
society.

There are billions of
people in the world, and
everyone has a story to
tell. As a reporter, I've
told hundreds of stories
of ordinary people doing
interesting things — book
authors, musicians, come-
dians, even teddy bear col-
lectors — because every-
one deserves some time
in the spotlight. However,
Swift’s 15 minutes of fame
has been extended to the
point where I say: “Stop
the ride. I want to get off.”

I'm pretty sure the timer is
broken.

I get that people are cu-
rious about celebrities, and
there have been other in-
stances where information
overload has been reached
on the talented people we
adore. Where does it end,
though? A British princess
was Kkilled because the
media was desperate to
chase her down for photos
and tidbits of information
to turn into stories. Is it
going to take a tragedy
for the Taylor mania to
subside?

We stop at freeway off-
ramps to rest on long car
trips. We turn off the tele-
vision when the news is
getting too depressing. We
take mental health days
when the stresses of work
and family get to be too
much. Even carnival rides
that are fun must come
to an end at some point.

I think we need a “Swift
stop” on information about
Taylor Swift. There are
other people in the world.
Let’s pay attention to some
of them for a while.

Lee Pulaski is the city editor for NEW
Media. Readers can contact him at
Ipulaski@newmedia-wi.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Biden committed
to moving forward

To the editor:

President Joe Biden lifts
up hardworking Americans
who are bringing us back
from the pandemic.

The U.S. economy is
rebounding more quickly
than any other country.
The unemployment rate
has dropped to 3.9%. He
has created policies that
have led to better paying
jobs.

Bidenomics is work-
ing, reducing inflation
and lowering health/child
care and gas prices. Some
prices continue to be high,
but Biden has stood up to
corporate greed.

Biden is committed
to keep all of us moving

forward — leaving no one
behind.
Shirley Hinze, Shawano

Samaritan's Purse
thanks volunteers

To the editor:

Generosity through-
out Shawano contributed
to a successful shoebox
gift collection season at
drop-off locations for the
Samaritan’s Purse proj-
ect Operation Christmas
Child.

Across the U.S,, the
project collected 10 mil-
lion shoebox gifts in 2023.
Combined with those
collected from partnering
countries in 2023, the min-
istry is now sending over
11.3 million shoebox gifts
to children worldwide, in-
cluding many who are suf-

fering from war, poverty,
disease and disaster.
Through shoeboxes
— packed with fun toys,
school supplies, and
personal care items —
Shawano area volunteers
brought joy to children in
need around the world.
Each gift-filled shoebox is
a tangible expression of
God’s love, and it is often
the first gift these chil-
dren have ever received.
Through the continued
generosity of donors since
1993, Operation Christmas
Child has collected and de-
livered more than 220 mil-
lion gift-filled shoeboxes to
children in more than 170
countries and territories.
Across Wisconsin,
shoebox packers often
shop for deals on shoe-
box items throughout the

year, and many serve at a
deeper level by becoming
a year-round volunteer.
Information about ways
area participants can get
involved year-round can
also be found at samari-
tanspurse.org/occ or by
calling 630-474-9478.

Although local drop-off
locations for shoebox
gifts are closed until Nov.
18-25, anyone can still be
a part of this life-changing
project by conveniently
packing a shoebox gift
online in just a few simple
clicks at samaritanspurse.
org/buildonline.

These simple gifts,
packed with love, send a
message to children world-
wide that they are loved
and not forgotten.

Luke Switzer, Boone,
North Carolina

You’ve already paid for
them. They’re yours, but if
you want to see the public
records that show what
your government is doing,
some state lawmakers want
you to pay again — this
time, for redactions.

That’s right. They want
you to pay more to get less.

Currently, the state’s
Open Records Law allows
public officials to charge
only for the “actual, neces-
sary, and direct cost” of
copying, mailing and in
some cases locating public
records. Senate Bill 789,
which the Wisconsin Sen-
ate recently passed, barely
more than a month after
it was introduced, would
allow law enforcement and
corrections agencies to add
another fee, for the cost of
redacting audio and video.

At aJan. 3 hearing,
proponents of the bill com-
plained about the increas-
ing number of requests
and the complex and
time-consuming process
of redacting body camera
and dash camera record-
ings. State Sen. Jesse James,
R-Altoona, the bill’s lead
Senate sponsor, testified it
takes an average of an hour
and a half to review and
redact each hour of video.
This, he said, can take up
“yaluable agency time,
especially for departments
that are already under-
staffed.”

James, a former cop
and chief of police, said he
knows “firsthand how our
law enforcement depart-
ments and agencies can
be scrutinized, especially
in the last few years. They
face open records requests
constantly, and while they
are happy to fulfill them
to keep our government
open and transparent,
they would appreciate an
opportunity to be properly
compensated” for the time
it takes.

Others also argued the
bill, now awaiting action
in the state Assembly, is a
way to help law enforce-
ment “recoup” their time
and resources.

Such reasoning runs
counter to the spirit and
letter of the Open Records
Law, which holds that pro-
viding people with public
records is “an integral
part of the routine duties
of officers and employees
whose responsibility it is to
provide such information.”

Get that? “Routine.”

Fulfilling records re-
quests is already supposed
to be part of what these
public officials are paid to
do, not something extra
for which they should be
paid again. Imagine police

Amanda
St. Hilaire

Guest columnist

sending a crime victim a
bill for the time detectives
spend ruling out suspects.
After all, these investiga-
tions are time-consuming
and complex. Why should
everyone else have to foot
the bill for an investiga-
tion into a crime that only
affected one person?

It is disingenuous to
claim this fee is recu-
peration of resources
because your tax dollars
are already supposed to
have purchased the work
of making public records
public. Allowing charges
for redactions might even
incentivize some records
custodians to take more
time processing requests.

Worse, imposing what
can easily run to hundreds
and even thousands of
dollars of redaction costs
will make obtaining certain
records unaffordable to
some requesters, including
media outlets that obtain
videos as a vital check on
law enforcement and cor-
rections workers.

The bill has drawn
opposition from the
American Civil Liberties
Union of Wisconsin, which
has this to say: “Lack of
transparency and police
accountability creates
further distrust in law
enforcement, making com-
munity engagement with
law enforcement more
fraught and less effective.
Ultimately, proposals like
SB-789 could allow law
enforcement to shirk their
obligation to be publicly
accountable, and further
erode the belief that police
protect communities rather
than only their own.”

Transparency serves a
public good. The law says
there is a presumption
these records are public,
regardless of who requests
them or why they’re mak-
ing the request.

Charging individual
requesters instead of real-
locating resources and tak-
ing a closer look at budget
priorities sends a danger-
ous message. The public
deserves a system that
treats an essential function
of government as, well,
part of the job.

Amanda St. Hilaire is the news content
manager at FOX6 in Milwaukee. Your
Right to Know is a monthly column
distributed by the Wisconsin Freedom
of Information Council (wisfoic.org), a
nonprofit, nonpartisan group dedicated
to open government.
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ONE-SYLLABLE SAWS: Polysyllables prohibited =
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26
ACROSS 71 Name meaning “lion” 5 Cellphone symbol
1 What vegans avoid 72 Despotic Amin 6 Japan’s __ Stock 30
5 Comfy-cozy 73 Handle efficiently Average =
9 Marvel superheroes 74 Converges on 7 Banjo cousin
13 Plant firmly 76 USN rank 8 Martial arts uniforms
18 Stop it 77 Yuletide beverages 9 Radiography room
19 Hawaiian figurine 78 Neighbors of A's 10 Biblical law man
20 Vatican’s surroundings 80 Return of the Jedi robot 11 FD squad
21 Great courage 81 Singles 12 Formerly named
22 Single-syllable saw 82 See 43 Across 13 Happen next
25 Dreamland visit 87 Employs 14 Defrost
26 Poker pot starter 89 Expressed aloud 15 Enter unlawfully
27 Genesis construction 90 Top performer 16 Dinner time
28 Bar bottles 91 Green Eggs and Ham 17 Hinges (on)
29 Camper’s stove fuel starter 18 Rub roughly
30 Intensely competitive 93 Farm enclosures 23 Fannie __ (mortgage
32 Inbox filler 97 Poetic sphere agency)
35 Road fork shape 98 Venomous snake 24 Jot down
36 Reunion gathering 99 Be a volunteer 29 British novelist A.S.
37 Spooky 100 Be in charge of 31 Big biz bigwig
38 Dreamland visit 101 Kid-lit spoilsport 33 London length
39 Stew tidbit 103 Get ready, for short 34 Very pale
40 Benevolent 104 Electrical measure 35 Group’s modest
41 Recital performance 106 Former Milan money acknowledgment
43 With 82 Across, single- 107 Aircraft tracking device 38 County next to Napa
syllable saw 108 Single-syllable saw 39 Pitchfork-shaped
46 Canine comment 112 Be penitent letters
49 What passwords 113 Animal pouches 40 Capital of Rwanda
provide 114 Groundhog Day 42 Inheritance
51 Apple tracking device nickname 44 Annoy a lot
52 GPS calculations 115 Walks unsteadily 45 Be dressed in 63 Norwegian topography 82 Word with no repeated 99 Standing straight
53 Cheney predecessor 116 Tablelands . 46 Pigtails 65 Top at an auction letters 100 Royal Navy designation
54 Gullible person 117 Miniaturizing ending 47 Cost to get cash 66 Toy with 83 Tell, as tales 102 Granny
56 Mist or steam 118 Fabri? foot\fvear 48 Inpu_t ag_ain 67 Red Muppet 84 Instinctual energies 103 Neato. in the ‘90s
60 Qty. 119 Juror’s assignment 50 Suffix with cyclo- 68 Communication 85 Graceful skill 105 Clums’ boat
61 Hunter’s garb 54 Court hearings? channel 86 Novelist Ellison t
62 Penne _ vodka DOWN 55 Astronaut Shepard 74 Civil rights org. 88 Compass reading 108 Cats guy’s monogram
63 Puma or panther 1 101 Across, notably 57 Rack-and-__ steering 75 Raisond 92 Extremely small 109 Spy_mlssw_ns_
64 Single-syllable saw 2 Lent follower 58 Feeling tense 76 Tangy salad green 94 Nonliteral phraseology 110 UN immunization
69 Western stock 3 More than a single 59 Not paying attention 77 Longing forlongago 95 Latvia’s locale agency
character 5 Down 61 Truncate 79 Rover’s restraint 96 Time periods 111 Gentle handling,
70 Israeli diplomat Abba 4 PGA peg 62 Etc,, for instance 80 Actress Moore 98 Lots of land initially
EISEs] Elelel] EVINET SSEID
£
EIEIEI[E]EI NEITE mma ﬂEIIZ!]r
VIC|O|L[T|S)|6[CT|8
8|1|S|P|(6[CT]|9|€|L
LIT)6]8[9|€]|S|P|1
91S|1€|1|V|8)L[6]|T
6V |L|CT|S|9]1(8]¢
L(8|Cl6|E|L|V]|S|9
€l6|v]|9|8|1|C|L]|S
clo8|S|L|6]|E|T |V
SILIT|E|C|V]8]9]|6
6191V |8|S|L|T|]I
VPIT[L]6]|€]|C]|8]|9]|S
IT|S|9|1|L]|6|C|F
LI{¥V[9]8]|S]|€]|T1]6]|T
18 |CTIT|L|6]|S|[¥|9
L|S|6|T|¥V|[9]|€|L]|8
91€|V|S|6[1]|T|8|L
Sl6|8|L|T|V|9|1]¢€
CILIT)E|9]|8]|V]|S|6




FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2024 = NEW MEDIA = www.newmedia-wi.com * PAGE 21




PAGE 22 « NEW MEDIA * www.newmedia-wi.com * FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2024

Gillett mayor resigns,
council has vacancies

By WARREN BLUHM
News Editor

The city of Gillett is
limping into the April elec-
tion with two vacancies
on the six-member city
council and no mayor.

Mayor Josh McCarthy
filed a notice of noncan-
didacy in December, and
City Clerk Chelsea Ander-
son announced during the
Feb. 1 council meeting that
McCarthy had resigned
because he has moved out
of the city.

“His father passed
away, and he inherited the
house,” Anderson said. “He
wanted to thank everyone
who served on the council,
city employees and the
people who trusted him to
be their mayor. He wanted
to apologize for not being
here tonight, and he will
write a formal letter of
resignation and hand it in
soon.”

City Council President
Nanette Mohr ran the Feb.
1 meeting and plans to do
the same for the next two
sessions March 2 and April
4. The new mayor and
council will be chosen in
the April 2 election.

Mohr emphasized that
she is not serving as in-
terim mayor.

“I'm just going to sit in
my regular chair here,” she
said.

Jonathan Blaskowski,
who was in the audience
for the meeting, is the only
candidate on the ballot
running for mayor. He is a
lieutenant in the Shawano
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. He and his wife,
Nicole, and their children
have lived in the city since
2021.

“I’'ve always had an
interest in the politics and
decided to jump in the
mayor candidate pool,”
Laskowski said.

Currently Mohr and
Alderpersons Irene Drake
and Jerry Luther are the
only elected council mem-
bers. Alderperson Ashley
VanStraten was appointed
in November to fill an un-
expired term in the city’s
Ward 1. In recent months,
Alderpersons Marie Blaser
in Ward 1 and Jon Gild-
emeister in Ward 2 have
resigned. Jacob Ketchem
served for several months
last year before resigning
to further his education.

Mohr, who represents
Ward 3 with Drake, is the
only person on the April
ballot, so write-ins will
determine who fills open
slots in the first and second
wards. Mohr said former
Alderperson Sandra Hub-
bard has registered as an
official write-in candidate
in Ward 1 and that Blaser
has also expressed an in-
terest in coming back.

A longtime member of
both the city council and
the Gillett School Board,
Mohr said the past year
has been frustrating as
council members come
and go.

“Two meetings in 2023,
we didn’t even have a
quorum to have a council
meeting,” she said. “In all
the years I've been here —
I'm not talking like from
the dinosaur age or May-
flower age — I've never
been part of a council that
was not here. It’s been a
struggle.”

People interested in
registering as write-in
candidates can contact An-
derson at the city clerk’s
office for more information
at 920-855-2255 or chelsea.
anderson@ci.gillett.wi.us.

Oconto police chief gives emotional last call

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The Oconto Police De-
partment gave an emotion-
al farewell to Chief Mike
Rehberg on Jan. 3], his last
day before retiring.

In a video posted on
social media, Rehberg is
seen reporting in for “my
last 10-42,” police code for
end of shift. He thanked
his wife and children and
friends during his 34 years
with the department, and
the citizens of Oconto for
their support.

“To the past and pres-
ent members of the Ocon-
to Police Department, I
have worked and continue
to work with some of the
most dedicated, compas-
sionate, intelligent depart-
ment I could ever hope
for,” Rehberg said. “You
are my second family, and
I will miss you.”

In the Oconto County
Dispatch Center, Reh-
berg’s daughter, Abby,
responded with a tribute
before acknowledging his
10-42 call.

“You have been an
inspiration to us as a
father, mentor and leader.
We will miss you. Your
brothers and sisters in blue
will take it from here,” she
said. “It is my honor as
your daughter to wish you
a happy, healthy and bright
new adventure with your
retirement.”

As the search contin-
ues for a new chief, Capt.
Kassie Dufek has been
named interim chief and
Officer Dave Pusick is
interim captain.
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REPEAT MATCHUP RETURNS

San Francisco 49ers quarterback Brock Purdy, above, and Kanas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes, right, will face off in Super Bowl
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

LVIil on Feb. 11.

49ers looking for a

better outcome 1n
Super Bowl LVIII

By ROB MAADDI
AP Pro Football Writer

Patrick Mahomes, Travis Kelce and the Kansas City Chiefs
are heading to Las Vegas with a chance for a rare repeat while facing
the San Francisco 49ers in a Super Bowl rematch from four years
ago.

The Chiefs beat Lamar Jackson and the No. 1-seeded Baltimore
Ravens 17-10 in the AFC championship game Jan. 28 to advance to
the Super Bowl for the fourth
time in five years. A few hours
later, Brock Purdy rallied the
No. I-seeded 49ers to a 34-31
victory over the Detroit Lions in
the NFC title game.

The Chiefs (14-6) are aiming
to become the first back-to-back
champions since Tom Brady
and the New England Patriots
did it following the 2003-04
seasons.

Purdy — who was still two
years away from being the last
pick of the 2022 NFL draft the
last time the teams played in the
Super Bowl — will try to lead
the 49ers (14-5) to a record-
tying sixth title in their eighth appearance.

The teams meet at Allegiant Stadium on Feb. 11.

Mahomes and the Chiefs overcame a 20-10 fourth-quarter deficit
and beat the 49ers 31-20 to give coach Andy Reid his first Super
Bowl victory on Feb. 2, 2020. Brady and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
spoiled Kansas City’s repeat bid the following year.

The Chiefs will become just the third team to play in four Super
Bowls over a five-year span. Only the Pittsburgh Steelers in the
1970s, the Dallas Cowboys in the 1990s and the Patriots in the 2000s

REMATCH, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Love leads the Packers to playoffs

Strong first season as starting QB
ends with disappointing loss to 49ers

By JOSH DUBOW
AP Pro Football Writer

For all that went well in Jordan Love’s
first season as the starting quarterback for
the Green Bay Packers, the end proved
disappointing.

The Packers went home after a crush-
ing playoff loss.

Love threw his second interception of
the game with Green Bay trying to mount
a late-game drive to prolong its season,
and the Packers blew a fourth-quarter
lead, falling 24-21 to the San Francisco
49ers in the divisional round on Jan. 27.

“I think it’ll sting for a while,” Love
said. “Watching all the games going
forward it will sting just knowing that
we had an opportunity to win, and we
dropped the ball on that one. It’ll sting for
a while, but we’ll be able to look back on
it and see some good things we did.”

Love accomplished plenty in his first
season in place of Aaron Rodgers. He
helped the Packers (10-9) overcome a 2-5
start to the season to make the playoffs.
He followed that up with a three-touch-
down performance in a wild-card win at
Dallas land had Green Bay in position to
knock off the top-seeded 49ers.

Love threw TD passes on back-to-back
drives to open the second half to put the
Packers in the lead.

That gave Love 23 touchdown passes
and only one interception in nine-plus
games, but his run of protecting the ball
ended at the worst possible time.

He threw his first interception since
Dec. 11 to set up a field goal by the 49ers.

Green Bay’s defense then let the Nin-
ers drive for the go-ahead score with
1:07 left, and Love was unable to lead the
comeback, ending any chance with his
second interception.

Quarterback Jordan Love, running back Aaron Jones and teammates celebrate a touchdown during the 2023 season.
Unfortunately, the season ended in the NFC Divisional Round with loss to the San Francisco 49ers.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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and 2010s won three Super Bowls in a
five-year span.

Mahomes rallied the Chiefs for a 38-
35 comeback win over the Philadelphia
Eagles in the Super Bowl last year. They
beat Miami 26-7 in the wild-card round
and defeated the Bills 27-24 in Buffalo the
next week in Mahomes’ first career play-
off game on the road besides Super Bowls.

The 49ers were dominated by the
Eagles in the NFC title game last year in
a game that saw Purdy suffer a significant
elbow injury that required surgery. He re-
turned for the season opener and helped
them earn a first-round bye. Purdy led a
24-21 comeback win over Green Bay in
January and brought the Niners back from
a 17-point deficit against the Lions.

Only New England and Pittsburgh have
more Super Bowl wins than San Fran-

cisco, which last won it following the 1994
season.

Reid will lead a team in the Super Bowl
for the fifth time, moving into a tie with
Tom Landry for third most behind Bill
Belichick’s nine and Don Shula’s six. Reid
coached the Eagles when the Patriots beat
them to repeat 19 years ago.

Niners coach Kyle Shanahan returns to
the Super Bowl after losing to Reid in his
first crack at it. Shanahan was Atlanta’s
offensive coordinator when the Falcons
blew a 28-3 lead against Brady and the
Patriots in Super Bowl LI

Mahomes, a two-time NFL and Super
Bowl MVP, will start in his fourth Super
Bowl, tied with Joe Montana, Terry Brad-
shaw, Peyton Manning, Roger Staubach
and Jim Kelly for third-most behind
Brady’s 10 and John Elway’s five.
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San Francisco running back Christian McCaffrey (23), left, and Kansas City tight end Travis Kelce (87), above, do
their best to outrun Green Bay's defense. The Chiefs are aiming to become the first back-to-back champions since
Tom Brady and the New England Patriots did it following the 2003-04 seasons. They will meet the 49ers at Alle-
giant Stadium on Feb. 11. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Love grows to become
undisputed leader of the Pack

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

The Green Bay Packers’ 2024 season
was always going to be defined pretty
simply.

Do they have a long-term quarterback?
If they don’t, are they in a position in the
draft to grab a guy like USC’s Caleb Wil-
liams or North Carolina’s Drake Maye?

After Aaron Rodgers was traded to the
New York Jets in April 2023, all eyes were
focused on Jordan Love.

Love was drafted following Green
Bay’s 37-20 loss to the San Francisco
49ers in the NFC Championship game in
January 2020.

Instead of a receiver or something to
help the team get over the hump and into
the Super Bowl, Brian Gutekunst infa-
mously looked toward the future.

After two MVP seasons, and a disap-
pointing finale, Aaron Rodgers was gone,
and Gutekunst was going to get a chance
to see his legacy pick in action for the
first time.

Love’s security beyond 2023 was far
from a guarantee. Gutekunst said himself
they envisioned the contract extension
they gave Rodgers after the 2021 season
to be a multi-year commitment.

Had Rodgers returned for 2023, Love
would have never taken a snap as the
preferred starter in Green Bay. That’s
something that Gutekunst had presum-
ably made peace with.

If he was willing to punt entirely on
the pick, surely he’d be willing to move
on if Love were to struggle badly enough
to put the Packers in the top five of
April’s draft.

After a clunky stretch in October saw
the Packers drop to 2-5, it looked like the
Packers were headed down the path of a
full scale rebuild, including at the quar-
terback position, rather than a quick reset
and launching back into playoff conten-
tion.

Love’s season, which started off hot,
leading the league in touchdown passes
after his first two starts of the season, had
fizzled.

Love was now at the top of the league
in another category, interceptions.

That wasn’t all on Love. The Packers
fielded the youngest team in the league.
His oldest receivers were in their second
year in the league.

The offensive line, which was built
around All-Pro left tackle David Bakhtiari,
was in shambles with Bakhtiari being
placed on injured reserve before a Week
4 tilt against the Detroit Lions.

Love saw the calendar turn to Novem-
ber with a lot at stake. Gutekunst gave a
lukewarm, at best, endorsement of Love
after seven games.

“We’ve got 10 games left,” Gutekunst
said during his midseason availability.
“These are going to be very important
10 games. I think he’s done a lot of really
good things.”

He said he liked the way Love re-
sponded to the adversity, how he led the
team.

“Again, we’ve got to be better as a unit,
and I expect that to happen over the next
10 games,” Gutekunst said. “And I think
that we’re going through some things
that we knew we would go through. We
haven’t had the results that we want, but
I do like the way guys are responding to
things.”

Love and the offense had a simple
choice from there. Shape up, or ship out.

The offense, and Love specifically,
dazzled from there.

The turning point in the season was
after the Packers split two games to the
Los Angeles Rams and Pittsburgh Steelers
to get to 3-6. They were facing a talented

The turning point in the season was after the Packers split two games to the Los Angeles Rams and Pittsburgh Steelers to get to 3-6. They were facing a talented Los Angeles
Chargers team at Lambeau Field and trailing when Jordan Love and the offense took flight. Love led a game-winning drive where he hit Romeo Doubs for a go-ahead touchdown
that would hold up in a 23-20 victory. Love was just getting warmed up. His best two-game stretch of the season came in two nationally televised games. Detroit on Thanksgiving
Day and at home against Kansas City. Matt LaFleur allowed his growing quarterback to throw the ball all over the lot. Love responded with six touchdown passes, zero intercep-
tions, and most importantly, two wins over teams that ended up playing on championship Sunday.

Los Angeles Chargers team at Lambeau
Field and trailing when Love and the of-
fense took flight.

Love led a game-winning drive where
e hit Romeo Doubs for a go-ahead
touchdown that would hold up in a 23-20
victory.

Love threw for more than 300 yards,
which made him the team’s first 300-yard
passer since Rodgers carved up the Balti-
more Ravens in December 2021.

Love was just getting warmed up. His
best two-game stretch of the season came
in two nationally televised games. Detroit
on Thanksgiving Day and at home against
Kansas City.

Matt LaFleur allowed his growing
quarterback to throw the ball all over the
lot. Love responded with six touchdown
passes, zero interceptions, and most im-
portantly, two wins over teams that ended
up playing on championship Sunday.

The Packers and their offense were
rolling.

That was not the end of the adversity
for the season. Back-to-back poor per-
formances by Green Bay’s defense led
to disappointing losses to the New York
Giants and Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

The Packers were faced with a pretty
simple scenario. Win their last three
games, or sit at home and watch the play-
offs that felt like destiny after their two
wins against Detroit and Kansas City.

Love turned in three great perfor-
mances against Carolina, Minnesota and
Chicago.

Love did not turn the ball over in thse
three games, and was dynamite late in the
game when the team needed a big play.

Romeo Doubs made a big play down
the sideline against Carolina to set up a
game-winning field goal in the Packers’
33-30 victory against the Panthers.

Love would hit Jayden Reed and
Tucker Kraft for two big completions
against Chicago to seal the season finale
and catapult the Packers into the playoffs.

Getting into the postseason earned
Love an extra $500,000 from a contract
extension he signed in May in lieu of the
Packers exercising his fifth-year option.

He’d earn more money a week later as
he carved up Dan Quinn’s stingy Dallas
Cowboys defense.

Love threw three touchdown passes
from three different arm angles, and the
Packers piled up 48 points en route to a

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

48-32 victory that earned them another
trip to San Francisco.

The clock would strike midnight on
Green Bay’s Cinderella season in San
Francisco. Love threw two interceptions
in the fourth quarter that will serve as
a learning experience for him moving
forward.

Unfortunately, those learning experi-
ences came at the expense of winning a
playoff game and having a chance to play
for the conference title.

The Packers lost 24-21. While the sea-
son came to a bitter end, there is no way
to categorize the 2023 season other than a
massive success.

Love grew from someone who could
have been one-and-done as the team’s
starting quarterback to the unquestioned
leader and quarterback of the future for
the Green Bay Packers.

In the NFL, you either have a quarter-
back or you have nothing. The Packers
have rarely known the situation of not
having a quarterback in their illustrious
existence.

That is a trend that will continue mov-
ing forward thanks to Love’s MVP-level
play to end the 2023 season.
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Green Bay's offense as a whole took its biggest failure of the season in the Denver game. Just four games prior, Denver had given up 70 points to the Miami Dolphins. This really felt like a get-right
game for the Packers offense, but it once again was unable to score in the first half and found itself down 16-3 midway through the third quarter. Green Bay was able to make somewhat of a comeback,
as the final score landed at 19-17, but the problem with the lack of offense still existed.

Packers open with a 3-6 recor

Early season struggles created many questions in Green Bay

By LUKE REIMER
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Coming into the 2023-24 season, no
one really knew what to expect out of the
Green Bay Packers. Jordan Love took the
reins from Aaron Rodgers, Matt LaFleur
was finally getting an opportunity to
display his full offensive game plan, and
no wide receiver on the offense had more
than one year of experience.

With general manager Brian Gutekunst

assembling the youngest roster in NFL
history, hard times were to be expected.
While that turbulence did hit, it really
didn’t come until the end of Week 2.

Green Bay opened its season against
its storied and longest rival, the Chicago
Bears. The Bears were once again in a
spot where media members and fans
hyped up the Justin Fields offense, and
many had predicted them to win this
game.

Instead, Love put together an incred-

ible first start this season, as he finished
with 245 yards and three touchdowns.
With Romeo Doubs and Aaron Jones
scoring offensive touchdowns, it looked
like this season was going to be relied on
by players who have experience in the
system. More than just offense though,
Green Bay’s defense did its part in this
game, holding Fields to 216 yards passing
and one touchdown. Quay Walker also
returned an interception for a touch-
down.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

“I couldn’t be more proud of (Love’s)
performance, his poise,” said Packers
coach Matt LaFleur. “There’s a big time
belief in that locker room for Jordan
Love, and I think the guys are going to
rally around him. They’re excited for him.
They love him. They respect him.”

While the offense and specifically the
quarterback were the big story in the
offseason, the defense was quietly talked
about as being one of the best units in the

QUESTIONS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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NFL. Those projections looked true, as it
held the up-and-coming Bears offense to
20 points in a Week 1 win.

Both the offense and defense car-
ried that momentum into the Week 2
matchup against the Atlanta Falcons.
Green Bay opened the game with a 24-12
lead through three quarters. The only
difference in this game, though, was that
rookies Jayden Reed and Dontayvion
Wicks were at the forefront of the offense,
scoring three combined touchdowns.

That is when the vaunted defense
took a step back, however. Green Bay
gave up 13 points in the final 15 minutes
of the game and took its first loss of the
season. On top of that, it looked like the
defense had some vulnerabilities, as Fal-
cons rookie running back Bijan Robinson
gashed the Packers’ defense for 124 yards
on 19 carries.

While it was easy to chalk that loss up
to a few mistakes from a young team that
could be easily fixed, it showed two major
problems for the Packers moving forward
- the run defense and the offensive play
calling. Now knowing what we do about
Love and the offense, it seems kind of silly
that he completed only 14 passes in this
game.

Luckily for Green Bay, its next game
was against a New Orleans Saints team
that seemed to be in limbo all season long.
With a mix of rookies and vets and no
real identity, the Saints majorly underper-
formed this season.

In this game though, the Saints ripped
off 17 straight points to shut Green Bay
out in the first half. In what was almost
areverse of the previous game against
Atlanta, Green Bay shut out the Saints in
the second half, scoring 18 points (with
Saints kicker Blake Grupe missing the
game-winning field goal) to go up 2-1 on
the season.

In the face of adversity, Green Bay was
able to respond and take down a team
that, at the time, appeared to have a bet-
ter shot at making the playoffs than the
Packers.

The underperforming play calling and
first-half struggles then persisted through
the next month, as Green Bay dropped
four straight games.

Through the four-game losing streak,
Green Bay was only able to muster nine
first-half points. Instead of utilizing the
middle of the field, Love’s first looks were
more often than not behind the line of
scrimmage, as it became obvious that LaF-
leur wanted to get the screen game going.
With Jones being hurt and A.]. Dillon’s
inconsistent play, those screens seemed
to be a substitute for the run game. The
only problem was, without exposing
the middle of the field, it became really
easy for opposing defenses to key on the
boundaries.

“It’s frustrating, man,” said Love. “I'm
frustrated. Everybody in that locker room
is frustrated. Plain and simple, we’re not
winning. We’re losing games, and it’s
games we should be winning, I think that
we are right there.”

A loss to the Lions during that losing
streak was to be expected, but after losing
to the Broncos and the Raiders in back-to-
back games, it became very evident that if
Green Bay wanted a shot at the playoffs,
something drastic was going to need to
change.

Along with the inconsistencies on
offense, Green Bay was also suffering
numerous back-breaking penalties. With
such a young team, those penalties were
to be expected and more often than not
hurt Green Bay in big spots.

The offense as a whole took its big-
gest failure of the season in that Denver
game. Just four games prior, Denver had
given up 70 points to the Miami Dolphins.
This really felt like a get-right game for
the Packers offense, but it once again was
unable to score in the first half and found
itself down 16-3 midway through the third
quarter. Green Bay was able to make
somewhat of a comeback, as the final
score landed at 19-17, but the problem
with the lack of offense still existed.

While Reed and Doubs both caught
touchdown passes, it was actually Dillon

who led the team in receiving the game
with 34 yards on two receptions.

At this point in the season, many were
questioning LaFleur’s ability to call a
game and Love’s ability to win games.
Rightfully so, whether it was inexperi-
ence, injuries or poor coaching, Green
Bay was underperforming and after the
past few offseasons of drama surrounding
Aaron Rodgers and Gutekunst, many were
calling for the jobs of multiple coaches.

Now sitting at 2-5, Green Bay hosted
the Minnesota Vikings with Kirk Cousins
playing the best season of his career. Even
though Cousins went out with an injury in
this game, Green Bay as a whole contin-
ued to struggle.

Scoring its only touchdown late in the
third quarter, the Packers’ offense once
again underperformed. While the defense
had played better in previous games, it
was still obvious that it was far from what
the expectations were at the beginning of
the year.

This game though exposed another
big problem for Green Bay that reared
its head in the playoffs. The Packers’ last
three drives of the game ended with turn-
overs on downs, and two of those came
in the red zone. Not converting in the red
zone Kkills teams, especially teams that
are struggling on offense and looking for
points in any capacity. With Love leading
the team in rushing, picking up 34 yards
and four carries, the noise surrounding
Green Bay became louder and louder.

Green Bay was finally able to break
that losing streak as the Los Angeles Rams
came to town, down Matthew Stafford.

After a scoreless first quarter, Green
Bay finally broke out of its slump of
touchdown-less first halves and scored a
three-yard Jones rushing touchdown early
in the second quarter. After a Rams field
goal late in the half, the Packers defense
pitched a shutout the rest of the way to
come away with a 20-3 victory.

Along with the win, what was en-
couraging about this victory was that the
offense finally looked like it clicked. Love
completed 20-0f-26 for 228 yards and one
touchdown, while Jones rushed for 73
yards and touchdown on 20 carries. What
also was encouraging was that the veter-
ans and the best players on this Packers
team seemed to step up and take the game
into their own hands.

Keisean Nixon had a 51-yard kick
return, Jones carried the offense, and Jaire
Alexander finished with seven tackles and
two pass deflections. He also consistently
shut down two of the best wide receiv-
ers in the game in Cooper Kupp and Puka
Nacua.

As is usually the case with such young
teams though, Green Bay almost imme-
diately gave up the momentum that it
had against the Steelers the next week.
Pittsburgh’s offense was struggling just
as much as Green Bay’s through the first
half of the season, so it seemed like the
Packers could steal a victory on the road.
Once again, it was the run defense that
struggled in this game, as Steelers running
backs Jaylen Warren and Najee Harris
combined for 183 yards and two touch-
downs.

Love put together another good game,
as he finished with 289 yards and two
touchdowns but added two interceptions.
With this loss, it pushed the team to 3-6.
Despite the poor record, many in the
clubhouse knew that the Packers were on
the edge of winning, if only they could fix
those costly mistakes.

“You can see how close we are, a play
here or a play there,” said Jones after the
game. “I feel like we just keep pushing at
it. If we keep putting in the work, it’ll go
in our favor.”

The story of the first half for the Pack-
ers’ season was inexperienced play, costly
penalties and play calling from LaFleur.
Instead of opening the middle of the field,
LaFleur opted to try and get the outside
pass game going, oftentimes electing
to run bubble screens and tosses. That
severely limited Love’s strengths of find-
ing open receivers between the numbers
and put a stronger reliance on the rookie
receivers to make the plays.

Above, Matt LaFluer's underperforming play calling and the team's first half struggles persisted through the first
half of the season, as Green Bay dropped four straight games. Through the four-game losing streak, Green Bay was
only able to muster nine first half points. Wide receiver Christian Watson, below, suffered injuries and dropped balls

as Green Bay couldn't maintain a strong offense or defense for an entire game.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Strong second half propels Green Bay to unlikely playoff push

Love, LaFleur, Jones,
provide strong
answers to critics

By LUKE REIMER
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

While it looked like the season was
going to be a wash and fans could expect
to come away with a top-10 draft pick,
Jordan Love, Matt LaFleur and company
had different plans.

After the 3-6 start to the season, it ap-
peared that it was only going to get more
difficult for Green Bay moving forward.
With the Los Angeles Chargers, Detroit
Lions and Kansas City Chiefs in each of
the next three games, Green Bay was go-
ing to need to find a way to subdue some
of the best offenses in the NFL. That all
started against the Chargers.

The Packers once again got off to a
slow start, as the team was unable to put
up any points in the first quarter. Fol-
lowing that though, Jayden Reed, who
was in the midst of his breakout, sparked
the offense early in the second quarter
with a 32-yard rushing touchdown. With
Aaron Jones injured, Reed’s emergence
was really a spark plug for the Green Bay
offense, as he brought another rushing
threat and helped to take some pressure
off A.J. Dillon.

After the Chargers went up 13-10, Love
connected with Christian Watson to take
a lead. From there, Chargers superstar
quarterback Justin Herbert connected
with superstar receiver Keenan Allen
to regain the lead, before Romeo Doubs
found the end zone in what turned out to
be the game-clinching touchdown.

While Doubs’ touchdown late in the
fourth quarter put Green Bay up three, it

was actually a drop from Chargers rookie
receiver Quinton Johnston, which would
have been a walk-in touchdown, that
actually won the game. With hindsight,
Johnston’s dropping that sure touchdown,
much like Saints kicker Blake Grupe
missing a game-winning field goal, proved
to be the biggest play for Green Bay all
season, as the Packers barely snuck into
the playoffs.

From there, though, it looked like
something changed in the offense. Not
only was there an emergence of Reed, but
other players whom the average fan may
have never heard of started to stake their
claim as household names.

Green Bay’s next matchup came on
Thanksgiving Day in Detroit, as the Pack-
ers took on the new and improved Detroit
Lions. Led by Jared Goff, David Montgom-
ery, Amon-Ra St. Brown and Sam LaPorta,
the Lions were one of the highest scoring
teams in the NFL. With the inconsistent
play of the Green Bay Packers’ defense,
many Packers fans thought that this game
could get out of hand quickly.

Not only did the game not get out of
hand, but it was dominated by Green Bay.

On the back of the newly found weap-
on in Reed, Green Bay scored immedi-
ately on a 10-yard pass from Love. While
the Lions matched with a LaPorta touch-
down, Green Bay finished the first quarter
off with a nine-yard touchdown reception
from Tucker Kraft and a 27-yard fumble
return for a touchdown by safety Jonathan
Owens. Before anyone knew it, Green Bay
was up 20-6.

The defense then continued its master-
class of a game, as it held Detroit score-
less for the rest of the first half to take a
23-6 lead into halftime. Both teams added
a touchdown in the third quarter and
entered the fourth quarter with a 29-14
Green Bay lead. Detroit made the game
close, but it came in garbage time, as Josh
Reynolds found the end zone and, after

After aroller coaster of a season to begin the 2023 campaign, running back Aaron Jones would top the century mark
in each of the Packers' final five games, including the postseason. In his final game of the season, he became the
first 100-yard rusher against the San Francisco 49ers in 51 games. Jones is the heart and soul of this team, even in
his advanced age. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

a two-point conversion, put the score at
29-22.
If you had to point to one game that

turned the season around for Green Bay,
it might be this victory over the Detroit
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Detroit Lions. The questions surround-
ing Love and LaFleur seemed to finally
be somewhat answered, as Love tied his
career high in touchdown passes with
three, adding 268 yards through the air.
As had been the story all season long,
there wasn’t just one dominant receiver,
though. At this point in the season, Reed,
Watson, Doubs, Luke Musgrave and Kraft
all had been on the receiving ends of
touchdowns.

What added to the emergence of the
offense was a spark from the defense. In
the two team’s previous matchup, Mont-
gomery gashed the Green Bay defense for
three rushing touchdowns. In this match-
up, the Iowa State alum was held to just
71 yards, and with the lack of production
in the run game, Goff was under constant
pressure. That started to become a theme
for the defense moving forward.

Working off the momentum of upset-
ting both the Chargers and the Lions,
the Packers faced its toughest test of the
season, as the Kansas City Chiefs came
to Lambeau Field. While the Chiefs were
dealing with a decline on the offensive
side of the ball, its defense was quietly
performing as one of the best units in the
NFL.

With Taylor Swift in the building, all
eyes were on how Love could improve
upon his previous career performance. He
did not disappoint. Love finished the game
with 267 passing yards and three touch-
downs. Two of those touchdowns went to
Watson. To continue the trend of getting
everyone on the offense involved, rookie
tight end Ben Sims found the end zone.

While Love continued to display his
ability to be the franchise quarterback for
the Packers, what was more impressive
was that Green Bay never trailed in this
game. Patrick Mahomes was held to just
210 yards and one touchdown, with the
defense also forcing an interception. For
the most part, too, Travis Kelce was held
in check, as the future first ballot Hall of
Famer was held to 81 yards on four recep-
tions.

For the second game in a row, it looked
like the Green Bay Packers played a full
game. With the exception of a few plays
here and there, all three phases of the
team seemed to be at the tops of their
games.

Dillon also registered a great game
with 73 yards on 18 rushes, which really
helped to compliment the passing at-
tack. As for the defense, it was certainly
a group effort, as Rashan Gary, Devonte
Wyatt, Kenny Clark and Preston Smith all
recorded half a sack, while Quay Walker
and Carrington Valentine racked up 10
or more tackles, and Keisean Nixon came
away with an interception.

“They’re coming together,” said LaF-
leur, after this win. “They’re working.
They’re getting better. They’re playing
faster, more confident.”

The play of the defense against
Mahomes was kind of a microcosm of
the Packers on this three-game winning
streak. Everybody was playing together,
while nobody was trying to do too much.
It became very obvious that if Green
Bay actually wanted to make a run at the
playoffs that this would have to be the
way to attack games. There was no Aaron
Rodgers or Davante Adams to bail the
team out. If it wanted to move on and
build success. it would have to be as one
complete unit.

While the three-game win streak was
certainly fun for Packers fans, things
quickly turned dark, as Green Bay
dropped its next two games to the New
York Giants and Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
In those losses, it looked like for whatever
reason the defense took a major step back.

As a whole, the Packer gave up a total
of 58 points in the losses. This brought
into question if defensive coordinator
Joe Barry was the right man to lead this
defense. Especially against the Bucca-
neers, there seemed to be a shift. The
Packers’ pass defense, which had been
playing extraordinarily all year, seemed to
take a step back. Now the injury to Jaire
Alexander may have been a factor, but

the coverage from linebackers De’Vondre
Campbell and Walker had obviously been
diminished.

“Now’s not the time for that,” said LaF-
leur, after being asked if the team was go-
ing to move on from Barry, showing that
even through struggles, LaFleur still had
faith in the team’s defensive coordinator.

Sitting at 6-8 on the season, all of the
momentum that Green Bay garnered over
the past three weeks was all but lost. It
looked like the team was heading for a
top-10 pick in the draft, and much of the
fan base was asking that the Packers tank
the remainder of the season.

The Packers now faced a scenario
where it basically needed to win the rest
of its games if it even wanted a chance
at making the postseason. Luckily for the
team, that meant just beating the Carolina
Panthers, Minnesota Vikings and Chi-
cago Bears. With the Panthers and Bears
playing as two of the worst teams in the
league and Minnesota playing without
Kirk Cousins, it seemed likely that Green
Bay could turn its season around together.

Over the next two games, the of-
fense got back to the form of what it
was during that three-game win streak.
Love and company scored 66 points and,
as a whole, outscored the Panthers and
Vikings by 26 points. From mediocrity to
overachieving, the Packers all of a sudden
found themselves in a win-and-you-are-
in game, similar to the previous season.
Green Bay was able to pull out the victory
and reach the playoffs as the seventh seed
in the NFC.

“At the beginning of the season, every-
body tried counting us out,” said Jones.
“In the middle of the season, everybody
tried to count us out. I think that speaks
to a lot of the guys in this locker room,
tuning out the noise and just getting to
work.”

With a first-round matchup against the
Dallas Cowboys — who employed one of
the best, if not the very best, offenses in
the NFL all season long — almost nobody
thought Green Bay had a fighting chance.

That didn’t deter the Packers, though.

In the best game of the season for the
team, Green Bay came out of the gates hot
and smacked Dallas in the face. Scoring
early and playing fast, the Packers raced
out to a 27-0 lead. At this point in the
season, it really seemed like the Packers
should not have been there. But because
they were, they were basically playing
with house money. The team was fast and
loose and became the first No. 7 seed in
NFL history to win a playoff game.

After beating the Cowboys in the
first round of the playoffs, the Packers
built upon that momentum and gave the
San Francisco 49ers everything it could
handle. Green Bay hung around with the
best team in the NFC for the majority of
the game, playing close to 58 minutes of
winning football. It eventually ran out of
steam though, and the Green Bay Packers’
season was once again ended by the 49ers.
While the loss was certainly painful, as
the team was playing with as much confi-
dence as it had all season, the season was
not a disappointment by any means.

“For us to lose this game certainly
stings, and I’'m sure it’s going to sting for a
long time,” said LaFleur. “But I was proud
of the effort of our guys, our ability to
weather some real adversity throughout
the course of the season and stick to-
gether.”

If anything at all, Green Bay learned
that it likely had its next franchise quar-
terback in Love. Outside of that, it looked
like there was an influx of young talent to
surround Love. On top of all of that, Jones
continued to come up in big moments like
he has done his whole career.

The theme of the second half of the
season for Green Bay was resiliency. After
getting punched in the mouth to open the
season, it seemed likely that a team as
young as the Packers could just lay down
and die. That certainly wasn’t the case,
though. For a team full of twenty-some-
things, the fight was never lost. Everyone
on the team believed in each other, and
that’s all LaFleur was asking for.
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Second-year linebacker Kingsley Enagbare (55) and rookie linebacker Lukas Van Ness (90) celebrate a turnover during Week 15 vs. Tampa Bay. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Young players show their stuff

Jayden Reed (11) and Dontayvion Wicks (13) celebrate
a Week 15 touchdown by Reed. Wicks led the receivers

with six receptions and 97 yards against Tampa Bay.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Rookie tight end Luke Musgrave (88) pulled down two Above, rookie Jayden Reed snags a diving catch,
catches for 64 yards in Week 10 in Pittsburgh. during his Lambeau Field debut against the Saints
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS in Week 3. The catch was part of the fourth-quar-

ter winning drive during the Packers' 17-point,
fourth-quarter come-from-behind victory. At left,
rookie kicker Anders Carlson eyes the task prior
to his fourth-quarter missed kick during the Divi-

sional Round playoff game at San Francisco.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Rookie tight end Tucker Kraft is tackled vs. Pittsburgh

in Week 10.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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At far left, rookie Malik Heath cele-
brates a first down catch on Thanksgiv-
ing Day against the Lions. At left, rookie
cornerback Carrington Valentine chases
down running back Dalvin Cook during

the Vikings game in October.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Second -year receiver Romeo Doubs celebrates with teammates during the Packers Week 1victory over the Chicago Bears. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Packers fielded youngest roster in NFL

At left, second-year linebacker Quay Walker scored a defensive touchdown against the Chicago Bears in the season opener in Chicago. At right, first-year player Bo Melton led receivers with six catches for 105 yards in Week 17 at Min-
nesota. The victory helped positionthe Packers to earn the seventh seed in the NFC Playoffs. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Christian Watson, left, Romeo Doubs, center, and Jayden Reed each had their moments in 2023. The array of first- and second-year reviving corps members allowed Jordan Love to throw the ball to any of them with expectations they
would make the play. With no dominant playmaker week in and week out, the receivers and tight ends were more elusive to guard against.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Receivers, tight ends prove their worth

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

The Green Bay Packers’ receiving
corps might be the most scrutinized posi-
tion in the NFL.

Since the Packers drafted Jordan Love
in the first round of the 2020 NFL Draft,

one tidbit of information seems to surface.

The last time the Green Bay Packers
took a wide receiver in the first round, it
was Javon Walker in the 2002 iteration of
the NFL Draft.

Of course, they famously passed on
several receivers to take Love after play-
ing for the NFC championship following
the 2019 regular season.

Instead, the Packers have done what
they usually do.

In their last two draft classes, all of
their second and third round picks have
been used on offense.

Christian Watson, Sean Rhyan, Luke
Musgrave, Jayden Reed and Tucker Kraft
all were selected each of the last two

years.

All of them contributed as well.

The discourse surrounding what round
each receiver was picked in was always
silly to begin with. The infamous Sports
Illustrated cover with Aaron Rodgers and
all of his weapons from the 2011 Packers
included one first round pick. That was
Rodgers.

Despite that, the discourse remained
this offseason, and chaos ensued when the
Packers selected Lukas Van Ness in the
first round instead of Ohio State’s Jaxon
Smith-Njigba.

More discourse emerged when the
Packers did not bring in a single veteran
receiver to help guide what turned out to
be a historically young receiving corps.

Sammy Watkins, Allen Lazard and
Randall Cobb were all on the 2022 team.
None of them returned for 2023. Instead,
the oldest receiver on the Packers’ roster
were second year guys.

Watson and Romeo Doubs were being
asked to lead a receiver room full of rook-

There was optimism surrounding both
of those players. Doubs spent his offsea-
son working out with Love and helping
build chemistry that at times rivaled that
of Rodgers and Jordy Nelson.

Watson shook off early season strug-
gles as a rookie to become the team’s best
receiver by the end of the year.

He had a 100-yard receiving game in
the team’s 20-16 loss to the Detroit Lions
but looked to have finally earned the trust
of Rodgers as the season ended.

Watson was a touchdown machine to
finish 2022 and was trying to carry that
over into 2023.

Unfortunately for Watson, his body
betrayed him at two specific points during
the year.

Watson would miss the first three
games of the season with a hamstring
injury that he suffered after the preseason
ended.

It took him awhile to get back on track
but looked to finally start resembling the
player that took the league by storm in the
second half of the 2022 season.

Watson had big games against Detroit
and Kansas City, including a statement 53-
yard reception to open their game against
the Lions on Thanksgiving Day.

He scored two touchdowns on Sunday
Night Football against the Kansas City
Chiefs in the team’s signature victory of
the 2023 season.

Unfortunately, Watson’s hamstring
gave out on him again, and he’d miss the
rest of the regular season.

He returned for both postseason games
but was limited in snaps and production.

Doubs had an up-and-down season as
well. He finished tied for the team lead in
touchdowns but would occasionally strug-
gle with drops and overall ineffectiveness.

When the playoffs started, however,
Doubs was Love’s go-to guy.

He had more than 150 yards receiving
in the team’s 48-32 win over the Dallas
Cowboys.

Doubs didn’t have as big of a game
against the San Francisco 49ers, but he
was the team’s leading receiver with 83
yards on the night.

Doubs and Watson both will be looking
for big seasons as they enter their third
year in 2024.

The biggest story from the 2023 season
were the two rookies that emerged as
arguably the team’s two best receivers by
the time the regular season ended.

Reed was the team’s highest draft
choice at receiver when he was picked
50th overall.

Reed was the team’s best slot receiver
since the days of Cobb roaming the
middle of the field in his prime.

Reed had an instant connection with
Love and had a speed and shiftiness that
was evident from the day he stepped foot
on the field.

Reed battled injuries throughout the
year, but he displayed a toughness and
game-breaking ability with the ball in his
hands.

He led the team in receiving yards

and tied with Doubs for touchdowns. In
addition, he helped rewrite a record book
that held the name of Sterling Sharpe in it
before he got to Green Bay.

Reed is a versatile offensive chess
piece that should be a big part of the of-
fense in 2024.

The same is true for Dontayvion
Wicks. Wicks and Reed are connected in
that the Packers initially traded out of the
45th spot twice to get to pick 50 where
they chose Reed.In the process, they
acquired a draft choice that would help
them select Wicks.

Wicks missed most of training camp
with an injury, but it was clear he was
someone the Packers liked immediately.

In the second game of the season,
the Packers ran a flea-flicker to start the
game. The target on the play was Wicks.
They could have drawn that up for any re-
ceiver on the team but they chose Wicks.

Wicks would reward their faith down
the stretch. He was always open.

He made what was perhaps play of the
year in Green Bay’s Wild Card win over
the Cowboys. His finger tip grab after
shaking Stephon Gilmore was one where
his diverse skillset was on full display.

Wicks and Reed were the top two
rookies, but they also got contributions
from Malik Heath and Bo Melton. Melton
was the team’s first 100-yard receiver on
the season.

The receiving corps creates a diverse
set of skills. It’d be foolish to compare
them to the group from 2011, but it’s hard
not to dream of what this group could ac-
complish together.

That’s before we even get to the tight
ends.

Musgrave and Kraft both represent the
biggest investment the Packers have made
at the tight end position since the picking
Bubba Franks in the first round more than
20 years ago.

Musgrave and Kraft both had high
moments of the season. Musgrave started
immediately. He looked to be a focal point
of the offense from the day he came into
camp.

It took a little more time for Kraft, but
by the end of the season, both guys were
playing regularly.

Musgrave and Kraft’s skillsets comple-
ment each other well. Musgrave can run
like a deer and helps stretch the seam. He
challenges defenses vertically.

Kraft is a violent blocker that can make
plays after the ball is in his hands.

The Packers used a ton of two tight
end sets in their dominant 48-32 win over
the Dallas Cowboys in the postseason.

Matt LaFleur has never had a tight
end group that did not give away their
preference on offense. When Marcedes
Lewis was in the game, they were pre-
dominantly a running team. When Robert
Tonyan was on the field, they tended to
throw more.

The truth now is, both tight ends are
good enough blockers to keep the defense
guessing.

Expect a lot of two tight end sets to be
part of Green Bay’s offense in 2024.
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Despite issues, offensive line
pulled together in 2023

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

Green Bay’s offensive line was sup-
posed to finally have some stability.

After two seasons of battling a knee
injury, David Bakhtiari was supposed to
be back and better than ever. In fact, the
team even had a plan in place to ensure
that he’d be ready on Sundays.

Maybe the team wouldn’t see him on
the practice field a bunch during the year,
but when the lights were on, Bakhtiari
would be good to go.

“And then, like I've said, finally hav-
ing an offseason of not having surgeries,
the ability to let everything kind of calm
down, settle in, train, put on muscle,
protect the knee,” Bakhtiari said. “I'm
very grateful and thankful for where I'm
at, and I'm just kind of excited to see what
happens. Football is football. It’s not the
healthiest thing in the world, so we’ll see
when we get out there.”

Bakhtiari felt good about where he was.

The team felt good about everything.

They probably felt emboldened when
Bakhtiari played his first game in the sea-
son opener against Chicago.

Bakhtiari looked like his usual All-Pro
self.

Any defensive lineman that lined up
across from Bakhtiari was shut out.

Unfortunately, that was the final game
Bakhtiari would play in 2023.

Bakhtiari missed the next two games,
leading to speculation that the team
would not have him play on turf.

As it turned out, that speculation was
erroneous. Bakhtiari was placed on in-
jured reserve before the team’s 34-20 loss
to Detroit in late September.

Bakhtiari’s renaissance lasted all of one
game.

He gave way to a former seventh-
round pick. Rasheed Walker won the job
as the team’s swing tackle out of training
camp, where he usurped Yosh Njiman.

Of all the players on the offensive line,
it’s hard to imagine a player that had a
tougher season than Njiman.

Yes, he was given the second-round
tender in the offseason, which would en-
sure he was paid more than $4 million.

Njiman was likely the favorite to at
least be the swing tackle, if not the right
tackle.

He was in a battle with Zach Tom to be
the starter at right tackle, but that was not
much of a battle at all.

Tom spent one day with the starters
at center, giving way for Njiman to play
right tackle, but that was the only indica-
tion throughout training camp that Tom
would not play right tackle.

He won that training camp battle in
knockout fashion.

From there, Njiman would lose his
swing tackle job to Walker and never
really gained any footing as a starter. He
would rotate with Walker in the middle
of the season as Walker began to struggle
but lost that competition as well.

By the end of the season, Njiman was
no longer rotating with Walker and was
relegated to spot duty.

The rest of the offensive line was a
work in progress.

Early in the year, you could tell they
were going through growing pains. Walk-
er struggled. Elgton Jenkins had some rust
to knock off.

Josh Myers and Jon Runyan Jr. were in-
consistent. Tom was brilliant but strug-
gled with injuries early in the season.

The Packers’ renaissance offensively
can almost be directly attributed to the
improvement of the players up front.
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Green Bay's special teams squad leaves
much to be desired in 2023-24

Rookie kicker at the
front of criticism

By LUKE REIMER
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

After moving on from Maurice Dray-
ton in 2021, the Green Bay Packers made
a splash by hiring Las Vegas Raiders
interim head coach Rich Bisaccia to lead
special teams.

That hiring immediately paid off, as
after Green Bay lost in the 2022 NFC
Divisional Round to the San Francisco
49ers due in part to major special teams
mistakes, the Packers’ special teams unit
took a major step forward.

Keisean Nixon was awarded with a
First-Team All-Pro selection in 2022-23
as a kick returner after leading the NFL
in return yards. Green Bay improved on
blocking mistakes and coverage mistakes.

Something changed this season though.
Through the first four games of the 2023-
24 season, the Packers’ special teams unit
had racked up 10 penalties, which was
by far the most in the NFL through four
games. Those 10 penalties accounted for a
loss of 96 yards.

Penalties at any level hurt teams, but
when a team is able to start with the ball
10-15 yards ahead of where the play ends,
it becomes a major problem for a defense
looking to make a stop. On the other hand,
giving your offense the ball backed up
into your own red zone severely limits the
team’s ability to score points as a whole.

That comes with the philosophy of
Bisaccia, though. The former Raiders
coach is known for his hard, old-fashioned

style, which can account for the over-
aggressiveness and penalties as a result.
The penalties could also be a result of

the inexperience and youth of the team.
Green Bay often struggles to put play-

ers on the team who specialize in special
teams. With Bisaccia on the coaching
staff, that seemed to change as players like
Nixon, Dallin Leavitt and Zayne Anderson
became household names through special
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teams.

Another major change that Green Bay
featured this season was moving on from
the franchise’s all-time leading scorer in
Mason Crosby.

Crosby, who had made numerous huge
kicks in his tenure, was losing power in
his kicks, and the team as whole decided it
was best to move on. That in turn led the
team to draft Auburn kicker Anders Carl-
son, with whom Bisaccia had familiarity
after coaching his brother Daniel in Las
Vegas. Even though Anders Carlson was
just a 71.8% kicker in college, Gutekunst
and his staff saw enough out of him to
make him the next guy in Green Bay.

“He was a kicker that Rich has ex-
tensive experience with. You know, he
had his brother and knew him for quite a
while,” said Gutekunst, after Carlson was
drafted. “We felt really good about where
he was headed, and again, I think the rela-
tionship there that Rich has with him is a
positive factor for us picking him.”

As has been the philosophy since
Gutekunst and LaFleur took over in
Green Bay, personal relationships seem to
trump prior experience, and that appears
to be the case with Carlson. In Carlson’s
rookie year, he converted 34 of 39 extra
points and 27 field goals on 33 attempts.
While those numbers aren’t terrible from
a rookie kicker, the inconsistency from
Carlson is what was the most troubling
this season. Through Green Bay’s last

Kicker Anders Carlson, above, made 27 of 33 field goals
with a 53-yarder against the Carolina Panthers on Dec. 24
his longest. He connected on 34 of 39 extra points. Punter
Daniel Whelan, left, averaged 46.2 yards per punt in the
regular season, which ranked him 25th out of 39 punters

in 2023.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

11 games of the season, Carlson missed

a field goal or an extra point in nine of
them. The most troubling came in Green
Bay’s divisional round matchup against
the San Francisco 49ers.

With Green Bay up 21-17, Carlson was
asked to enter the game on fourth down
and convert a field goal to put the team
up seven points. The kick missed, and
the 49ers took advantage of the situation,
scoring on their next drive. While it is
easy to say that missing the kick was the
reason that Green Bay lost, it really never
comes down to one play. With that being
said though, kicking is a part of the game,
and teams need to take advantage of every
opportunity to put points on the board.

“I don’t think the kicks have been the
same miss every time. So each kick is
different, and as coach has talked about,
each kick is its own story,” said Carlson,
regarding his inconsistency in games. “I
think that there is a lot to learn, and as for
me, it’s tough to see these guys, because
I know how much work they put in, and I
just want to put them in the best position
possible.”

Due to Carlson’s inconsistencies and
missing in big spots, Green Bay signed
Georgia free agent Jake Podlesny after the
season.

That signals that even though the team
spent draft capital on Carlson, it needs to
see more out of him come next season.
With Podlesny in town, that should be a
kick in the butt for Carlson.
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LaFleur finally gets a chance to showcase his offense

By LUKE REIMER
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

In his first season without Aaron Rod-
gers, Packers head coach Matt LaFleur
was finally able to showcase his skills as
a coach and an offensive developer.

With Jordan Love, Green Bay finally
had a quarterback who seemed to use the
play that was called. Not that it was the
fault of Rodgers — who is considered to
be one of the smartest players in the his-
tory of the league — but to have a quar-
terback run the called play gives the head
coach a little more stability and predict-
ability to better understand the game.

LaFleur is by no means a veteran head
coach and still has a lot to learn, but now
that he has a player like Love to work
with, it almost seems like the two can
grow and learn the game together. That
should only benefit them both.

One would have to imagine that this
will be a season that LaFleur is going to
remember for the rest of his life. Caught
in the power struggle between Rodgers
and Brian Gutekunst throughout the last
few seasons, LaFleur finally rid himself of
the drama and was able to call the game
he wanted to see.

That was a struggle to start the sea-
son, though. After a great first showing
against the Chicago Bears, things quickly
soured, as it seemed that LaFleur’s of-
fense was seriously limiting Love’s ability
on the field.

That wasn’t all the fault of the coach.
With an injury to Aaron Jones, LaFleur
was forced to get creative. That creativ-
ity included working the boundaries of
the field with slip screens and bubbles
screens and not exposing the middle of
the field. Once again, that severely lim-
ited Green Bay’s offense and resulted in a
long streak of games where the team was
unable to score points in the first half.

Later, LaFleur changed and seemed to
let Love and the offense off a leash. Love

Green Bay Packers coach Matt LaFleur's 2023 season was the epitome of how he described each year in the NFL - a
long journey, a lot of ups and downs, trials and tribulations, a lot of adversity. But, he believed the team at the begin-
ning of the year was not the team as at the end of the year.

hit his stride, and with LaFleur including
players like Jayden Reed, Bo Melton and
Tucker Kraft, Green Bay’s offense started
to click. In what was supposed to be a
rebuilding season, LaFleur’s continued
growth with Love and the offense should
be a positive sign for Packer fans for
years to come.

“Every year is such a long journey,
and there are a lot of ups and downs,
trials and tribulations throughout it, a lot
of adversity,” said LaFleur, in his season
recap press conference. “But, I was so
proud of how these guys hung and con-
tinued to fight and battle. I thought the
team that we were at the beginning of the
year was certainly not the team that we
were at the end of the year.”

To have a strong opinion on whether
LaFleur is a good coach probably cannot
be had yet. Rodgers did so much for the
offense, so to base LaFleur’s coaching
prowess off basically one season would

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

be foolish. What can be seen about LaF-
leur though is his leadership ability.

Throughout the season when the
Packers underperformed, LaFleur was
the first person to take responsibility,
saying that everything starts with him.
He is not one who will ever throw a
player under the bus, which, as a coach,
is the right move.

“What we are calling, what we are
asking guys to do, you are always going
to look at yourself first and be critical
of yourself and make sure that you have
the right plays dialed up for the guys,”
said LaFleur. “Making sure you have that
communication where everybody is on
the same page.”

That is something that is very inter-
esting about LaFleur. As what seems
to be the common theme with young
coaches in the NFL, there is a level of re-
spect between the coach and the media.
Unlike Bill Belichick. who more often

than not is blunt with reporters and gives
one-word answers, LaFleur often talks
each reporter through each question to
fully explain what he is thinking.

Now as any coach in the NFL, LaFleur
has his moments where emotions get the
best of him, and that is fair. Football is an
emotional game, and after a team goes on
a four-game losing streak, nobody wants
to talk to the media. LaFleur is the same
way, but he still faces the media to fulfill
his job requirements, and as a media
member, that is all you can really ask for.

A major downfall for LaFleur through
his tenure has been his strong commit-
ment to his friends.

That was most obvious with the hiring
of Joe Barry for the defensive coordina-
tor position a few years back. LaFleur has
been on record saying that he struggles
to coach against other coaches with
whom he is friends.

Going back to his time in Washington,
many of his counterparts have now found
themselves in head coaching positions
in the league today. Sean McVay, Kyle
Shanahan, Mike McDaniel and Bobby
Slowik are just a few of the names that
LaFleur was with in 2013 in Washington.
With those names now holding high posi-
tions in this league, LaFleur will need to
figure out a way to get over his struggles
coaching against his friends to continue
to succeed.

To put a bow on the 2023-24 season,
LaFleur talked all season about the strong
resiliency that this team had. From first-
half blunders to a strong push to the
playoffs to a victory over the Dallas Cow-
boys in the Wild Card round, it seems
that that message of resiliency wore off
on his team.

“I was just really proud about the
resiliency of the group; I have said that
many times,” said LaFleur. “The willing-
ness to work and come together and
continue to fight for one another - I think
that is absolutely imperative.”
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The inconsistencies on the defensive side of the ball quickly shifted to fans blaming Joe Barry, above. When Barry
was hired, many raised eyebrows, as his career stops were less than ideal. His inconsistencies were a major reason

that Green Bay eventually relieved him of his duties, later hiring Boston College head coach Jeff Hafley, below.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Barry's last stand with
Pack provides mixed results

Green Bay hires Boston College's Hafley after
defensive coordinator’s dismissal

By LUKE REIMER
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Coming into the season, the story
surrounding the Green Bay Packers was
whether Jordan Love could be the next
franchise quarterback. While that was the
biggest topic of discus-

confident about the secondary’s ability to
limit opposing offenses. Rightfully so, as
throughout the first six games of the sea-
son, the defense did not allow more than
230 passing yards to any quarterback.
That all changed though right before
the trade deadline. After starting 2-5,
Green Bay looked like it

sion, what flew under
the radar was that Green
Bay had put together one
of the most intriguing
groups of defensive play-
ers in the NFL.

A good mix of young
talent with Quay Walker,
Lukas Van Ness and
Devonte Wyatt part-
nered with a strong vet-
eran core of De’Vondre
Campbell, Jaire Alex-
ander and Kenny Clark
gave many fans and writ-
ers optimism that this

was going to be sellers
at the deadline. That
rang true, as when the
Buffalo Bills came calling
about Rasul Douglas,
Gutekunst orchestrated a
trade that involved mov-
ing Douglas and a 2024
fifth-round pick for a
2024 third-round pick.
Things drastically
changed in the Packers
secondary, as with an
injury to Alexander and a
continued injury to Eric
Stokes, Green Bay was

Packers’ defense could
be one of the best units
in the entire league.

The most exciting
player out of the bunch
though had to have been
Van Ness. The Packers spent major draft
capital on Van Ness, making the Iowa
alum a first-round pick in the 2023 NFL
Draft. While a pass rusher was probably
not the number one need in the draft last
season, it was hard for Brian Gutekunst
to pass up on such raw talent. Adding
Van Ness to a passing rushing core of
Rashan Gary, Preston Smith and Kingsley
Enagbare had the opportunity to vault the
Packers defensive line into a very formi-
dable unit. With Gary coming off his ACL
tear in the year prior, it was expected that
Van Ness was going to play big minutes
early.

“Big man. Powerful. Fast. Explosive,”
said Gutekunst, after drafting Van Ness.
“Really big upside, and we were really ex-
cited to get him.”As a whole in his rookie
season, Van Ness finished with 32 com-
bined tackles and four sacks. With Green
Bay’s approach to consistently rotate its
outside linebackers, those numbers are
not bad by any means, and it is certainly a
bright sight for Packers fans.

As for Gary, in limited action this
season, he still proved to be one of the
most impactful players on the defense.
Registering 44 combined tackles and lead-
ing the Packers in sacks with nine, Green
Bay rewarded the Michigan product with
a four-year, $107 million contract in the
middle of the season.

“It is great to see somebody get paid,
especially somebody that you have seen
from their rookie year to now,” said Smith,
about his reaction to Gary’s contract
extension. “Seeing the progression he has
made and the leaps and jumps he had,
even coming back from injury and with
the attitude and mindset he has, I am just
always proud. I feel like I am a proud
big brother. It is like watching your little
brother walk across the stage and graduat-
ing to a payday.”

While Clark continued his prolific
career in green and gold, it was actually
Wyatt who was the breakout star for
the Packers’ defensive line and team as
a whole. Wyatt upped his stats from the
2022-23 season from 15 to 36 total tackles.
His sack numbers also increased from 1.5
to 5.5.

While the defensive line and pass rush-
ers proved to be the strongest part of the
Packers’ defense this season, the second-
ary also had quite a showing. Starting the
season with Jaire Alexander, Rasul Doug-
las and Keisean Nixon slotted in, Joe Barry
and the rest of the coaching staff was very

conference.

Packers GM Brian Gutekunst talks about
the 2023 team at hi season-ending press

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

all of a sudden reliant
on Carrington Valentine
and Corey Ballentine to
anchor the secondary.

More than a loss in
play on the field, losing
Douglas also caused Green Bay to lose
a leader in the locker room. That loss
proved to play a major factor for a defense
that was quickly unraveling. Even though
Green Bay went on a three-game win
streak, by taking down the Los Angeles
Chargers, Detroit Lions and Kansas City
Chiefs, there was a problem arising with
Barry and the linebackers.

Even though Walker seemed to im-
prove, there were still obvious areas for
growth. While the Packers drafted Walker
for his speed and ability to fly around
the field, he had still yet to fully diagnose
plays on the run, which certainly can and
probably will improve. Adding to that,
there was an obvious drop in play from
Campbell. Campbell still continues to be
one of the better linebackers in the NFL,
but this season was a far cry from his
All-Pro season in 2021. Something that
surprised many though from Campbell
was a cryptic tweet late in the season.

In the midst of Green Bay’s playoff
run, Campbell was battling injuries and
sent a tweet saying, “Not going out of my
way anymore and I'm not playing through
injuries anymore cause when (expletive)
goes wrong they always use it against you.
I'm treating everyone accordingly and giv-
ing them the same energy they giving me.
Focus on yourself and your mental 59 you
owe it to yourself.”

Whether this comment was directed
at players, fans or coaches, it was obvi-
ous that Campbell was upset about how
he was being treated or how he was being
viewed. For a Packers fan, to see some-
one who was perceived as a leader say
this was certainly worrisome. Even more
worrisome, when asked about the tweet,
Campbell refused to talk about the situa-
tion.

“I'm not talking about nothing that
happened on the internet,” said Campbell.
“If y’all want to talk about the Panthers,
we can, but I ain’t answering no questions
about nothing on no internet.”

While these comments were alarming,
Campbell did come back when needed
and helped Green Bay to make the final
push for its playoff run.

The inconsistencies on the defensive
side of the ball quickly shifted to fans
blaming Barry. When Barry was hired,
many raised eyebrows, as his career stops
were less than ideal. His inconsistencies
were a major reason that Green Bay even-
tually relieved him of his duties, later hir-
ing Boston College head coach Jeff Hafley.
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pET FooD COUPON EXTRAVAGANZA
Pulaski
Warehouse

For All Your Pet Food and Pet Supply NNeeds:
Horse » CAT * Do »* Birp * WiLp BIRrRD

=X COUPON X COUPON s COUPON i COUPON o

Family Pet
Food Center

| FUSSIE CAT FORMULAS | FROMM’S GOLD & FOUR STAR

1 $4.00 OFF eaci 415846 I CAT FORMULAS

I $8.00 OFF cacH1018.BAG Im

4 LBS. OR LARGER

No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at
Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse.
Coupon Expires 2/29/24

No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at Family Pet
I Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24

S COUPON &

: FUSSIE CAT FORMULAS -

|
oY OILIIE!EET Rl | FROMM'S DOG & CAT CANNED
FORMULAS/

I BUY ONE 2 LB. BAG-

GET ONE 2 LB. BAG FREE I DOG TREATS

I ALLVARIETIES ($7.99-$9.99 vauwe) I

I No limit. Must present coupon.
Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center
ALL VARIETIES

I or Pulaski Warehouse. I
Coupon Expires 2/29/24

No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at

=k COUPON X
Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse.

|
FUSSIE CAT FORMULAS I Coupon Expires 2/29/24

|
|‘1._ COUPON &

I FREE ITEM MUST BE OF EQUAL

OR LESSER VALUE | FROMM’S GOLD
| I & FOUR STAR
| FORMULAS FOR DOGS

I No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at Family Pet
Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24

I Each 12 Lb. bag
I Imorlarger
=k COUPON 3

No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at
Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse.
Coupon Expires 2/29/24

I CANIDAE DOG
FORMULAS

I EFAI]3 each 4 Lb. Bag
No limit. Must present coupon. I
$10.00 OFF
Coupon Expires 2/29/24 (B Al Size bags 41b-401b Bags
'II

I ZIGNATURE DOG

FORMULAS
I LYW N7 3 Each 12.5Lb. Bag
[ $7.00 OFF [z1b24T8 2% I
I Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center or

Pulaski Warehouse.

C 0 U PO N 4 No limit. Must present coupon.
Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center or

I AI.I. WERUVA I Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24
DOG & CAT
I gaﬁmg!'lﬁ)ﬁcuis,&cum il COUPON Ko
| m| CANIDAE CAT AND DOG
CANNED FORMULAS

| Free PRoDUCT MUSTBEOF EQUALOR ||
LESSER VALUE

No limit. Must present coupon. I
Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center or

Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24
Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center or

L CO U PO N J Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24
I chiden Soup I_ — CO U Po N —

Dog Food
I TASTE OF THE WILD

BUY 3 CANS/CUPS,

GET 1 FREE

Free item must be of equal or lesser value

No limit. Must present coupon.

| Each 2526 b g | DOG & CAT FORMULAS r — COU PON - 1 Coupon Expires 2/29/24 ESSENTIALS)
I A $3.00 OFF G | NUTRISOURCEDOGFORMULA = = ={@f0]V] (0] | = = §5.00 OFF |
No limit. Must present coupon. ALLVARIETIES INCLUDING GRAIN FREE 22 Lb. or Larger
Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center or 35.00 OFF EACH 25-28LB. I I PU RE VITA DOG FORMULAS I 9
I Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24 I DOG BAG m EACH26LBTO No limit. Must t
Nolilmit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at I — — ' I ss'oo OFF EACH 25 LB. BAG I (gr;JrEr; ;Ialil:?isha? Esrﬁ'i}ycl)oelﬁ:?)%dﬁenter or
s COUPON K| Cpon Expres Taarag, o Warehouse. I Fonil et oot ot o i Ve J ALLVARIETIES INCLUDING GRAINFREE i Pt o Bares S
Coupon Expires 2/29/24 o limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center o o ~ sosmem — —
ChiCken Soup fOI' the f— CO U PO N e t,;‘r Plula:kiMWa:ephouse.t(ouSon EE(pir':as Z/Z9|/g4tF iatiste I Co U Po N
I Soul Dog & Cat Cans r el COUPON 2l ROYAL CANIN
e 3 FARMINA N&D TOPICAL SELECTION o ol COUPON Bl Ity
] &DogTreats DOG FORMULAS NUTRI SOURCE CAT FORMULA
ep—— | i g PUREVITA CAT FORMULAS
I . $5.00 OFF ANY SIZE BAG m EACH 15 LB. BAG $3.00 OFF
[ Egﬁi f'ﬁ?a'{lég x‘ﬂﬁi I I EACH15T01618. BAG | ALLVARIETIES Each 6 Ib. or 7 Ib. Bag

No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at
I Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse.
Coupon Expires 2/29/24

No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at
Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon
Expires 2/29/24

FAMILY PET FOOD

CENTER

1228 S. Military Ave., Green Bay; Corner of 9th & Military Ave.

(920) 490-9711

Open Mon. thru Fri. 8-7 - Sat. 8-5

=k COUPON

ad COUPON B

SR COUPON ok

I' PURINA PRO PLAN DOG FORMULAS

| EACH
$5.00 OFF Rl
I BAG

No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at
I Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24

s CouPoN S
I RED BARN
I DOG FORMULAS

[l $15.00 OFF 2218.BAGS

| I |

| BACK-2-NATURE BLUE BUFFALO
SMALL ANIMAL BEDDING I DOG FORMULAS

I | $10.00 OFF EZITXIPTT
10 LITER
I No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center or I Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24

I 20LITER 3-6Lb.
I 30 LITER | Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24

' -5 0UPoN T Ekel. COUPON JEE
I I RED BARN DOG FORMULAS

No limit. Must present coupon.
BLUE BUFFALO CAT FORMULAS
!

Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center or
Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24
COUPON EE]
]
 s2000r [
I No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center I
I or Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24
EACH 67 LB. BAG | |

I No limit. Must present coupon.
Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center or

WORLD’S BEST CAT LITTER

No limit. Must present coupon.
Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center or

~mil N N N N N S - - ll.-lI.I

Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24 I
| s4 00 OFF [IEEHIRIS I - COUPON g " - - -
I I BLUE BUFFALO CANS AND POUCHES I COUPON =1
L0 T K0 ] o B EACH 24-28LB. BAG : m EDachF1201.l : ‘I;IR.I.IIEIE) %éig.{)l ;Elﬁ FREEZE I
0 limit. Must present coupon. 0g Formula
I E‘oulpontv%d taEFanmiIty Pethood Center or DOG AN D CAT FORM U LAS I
I Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24 I m E::I;:r'?n:?; I I
R~ OUPON T B : S3.000FF Bck oz onmies I
4 EARTEBORN HOLISTIC :- - COU PON - -I No limit. Must present coupon. I
AT F RMUI_AS (oupop valid at Family Pet Food_(enter or
I s3 00 OFF EACH I ACANA DOG FORMULAS I Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24 I
" 51B. BAG
l $5.00 OFF EACH ([l $10.00 OFF EAcH2s1s. r== COUPON Lk

14 LB. BAG

| VITAL ESSENTIALS
Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center or TREATS (ANY SIZE)
I Pulapski Warehouse. Cglupon Expires 2/29/24 AND RAW BAR

Sk COUPON SR COUPON R

EARTHBORN HOLISTIC DOG FORMULAS [ ALL ORIJEN AND ACANA DOG
INCLUDING GRAIN FREE I CANNED FORMULAS

I s4.00 OFF EACH 12.5 LB. BAG No limit. Must present coupon.

I No limit. Must present coupon.
Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center or I
I Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24

No limit. Must present coupon.

No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center
or Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24

r = = ID- -

J AMERICAN NATURAL

Coupon valid at Family Pet Food PREMIUM DOG
Center or Pulaski Warehouse.
I ErcH25 15,84 et ! FORMULAS

I No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at Family Pet
Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24

¥ COUPON &=

I ALL EARTHBORN DOG/CAT

BUY 3 CANS/TUBS
| GET 1 FREE

] Free Product must be of
Equal or lesser value

| EACH 30-40 LB.
- BAG

I No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at
Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse.
I Coupon Expires 2/29/24

IR COUPON SR

I AMERICAN NATURAL PREMIUM
| CHICKEN RECIPE WITH BARLEY

il §f BUY ONE 12 LB. BAG
- GET ONE 12 LB. BAG
FREE

o= COUPON =

-| ACANA CHEWY TENDERS

I No limit. Must present coupon.
Coupon valid at Family Pet Food Center or

I Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24
No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at

Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24 L - C 0 U Po N -

S COUPON T DR. GARY’S BEST BREED
NUTRI SOURCE FREEZE DRIED I DOG AND CAT FORMULAS

I RAW BITES AND SLIDERS [l $3.00 OFF enci 4 5.

| | BUY 1 BAG GET 1 BAG FREE [ $5.00 OFF each 12-13L8.

FREE Bag item must be of equal or lesser value | §7.00 OFF ench 26-28 L.

No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at
Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24 I

No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at
Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse.
Coupon Expires 2/29/24

ol COUPON S

STELLA & CHEWY’S DOG KIBBLE
(RAW COATED, RAW BLEND,

No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at
Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse.

ALLVARIETIES TO CHOOSE FROM

Il N N N - - ‘L- I N N O S - IIII I N I S - - IIII I N S s . - III- N S . CEE. .. IIII

I No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at I No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon valid at No limit. Must present coupon. Coupon
Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse. Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski Warehouse. valid at Family Pet Food Center or Pulaski
Coupon Expires 2/29/24 Coupon Expires 2/29/24 Warehouse. Coupon Expires 2/29/24
lII I I I I BN B S S . Il N I I I D B B Sl D B IS B B B B -

349043

PULASKI
WAREHOUSE, INC.

5777 Quarry Drive - Pulaski

(920) 822-3536
Open Mon. thru Fri. 8-5 - Sat. 8 til Noon

2-1/2 mi. south of Pulaski on Hwy. 32, or 2 mi. north of Hwy. 29 on Hwy. 32, then 1/2 mi. east of Hwy. 32 on Quarry Dr.
* Not all products are available at Pulaski location. Coupons are limited to stock on hand - No Rainchecks - Coupons expire 02/29/2024
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We apologize, but due to conditions beyond our control we can not guarantee any products or prices. Sorry, no rain checks.

Prices Effective Friday, February 9 through Thursday, February 15, 2024
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