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Joan White is pictured in her Lakewood business, Nicolet Studio, where she has painted and sold her artwork for more than 30 years. Her pieces of art start out as sketches that get transformed to wood.
GREG SEUBERT
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Artist draws on wood, wildlife for inspiration

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

A vivid imagination, an eye for 
detail and a love of wildlife have added 
up to a successful career for Lake-
wood’s Joan White.

She has owned and operated Nico-
let Studio out of a former church build-
ing in the northern Oconto County 
community for nearly 40 years.

“The idea was when I graduated 
from art school, I wanted to be an art-
ist,” White said on a recent Saturday 
afternoon in her studio.

“I guess I didn’t realize how un-
usual that is, to make a living as an 
artist. When I moved up here, I needed 
a studio space, and this place was sit-
ting vacant. It’s an old Baptist church. 
I got it for a song, fixed it up and have 
been here ever since. That was 38 
years ago.”

White is no stranger to the Lake-
wood area.

“I’m from Appleton, but my folks 
had a cottage up here on the Oconto 
River,” she said. “That’s what started 
me coming up here as a kid. I just fell 
in love with the area. It’s peaceful.”

With a lot of help from her hus-
band, Ken, a retired carpenter, White’s 
speciality is paintings on carefully 
selected slices of wood.

“I’m drawn to the forest — always 
have been,” she said. “I always liked 
wood. I started painting on a couple 
boards and realized I had a feel for it. 
Sometimes, I have an idea in my head 
of what I want to paint, and then I have 
to look for the right piece of wood. 
Normally, I stare at the wood, I see 
something and I go from there.”

White’s original plan was to come 
up with unique pieces of art.

“Initially, it was trying to sell some-
thing and put food on the table,” she 
said. “I was doing landscapes, a whole 
smattering of things for the first few 
years. I started painting on boards and 
then my husband starting finding some 
more unusual wood.

“I wanted to paint something that 
no one else was doing or couldn’t 
do. Instead of just putting a bird on a 
branch, I really studied the wood, tried 
to see what was in it and let it tell a 
story to me. The knots, the grain, the 
color, the shape, I took it all in. I sketch 
out what I see and paint from there.”

Ken cuts the wood, cures it for a 
year or more, kiln-dries the wood and 
planes and sands every piece until they 
are glassy smooth. The final painting 
is finished with several coats of wood 
sealer.

White prefers burl wood, but she 
also uses wood from birch, maple, 
cherry, black walnut, oak and ash trees.

She sells much of her work through 
a website – joanwhite.com – and the 
studio’s Facebook page, facebook.com/
JoanWhiteWoodPaintings.

“We traveled around the country 
and did log home shows,” she said. 
“Usually, I was the only artist at the 
show because nobody had thought of 
it. I formed a relationship with collec-
tors all over the country.”

Many of White’s pieces feature 
endangered or threatened animals.

“Probably 80% are bears and deer, 
the usual thing, but then I have to 
break away from that,” she said. “We 
travel a lot, so I have a lot of subject 
photos from different places that I can 
use.”

White said she has painted thou-
sands of pieces over the years and 
usually works on one at a time.

Most of her work are reproduc-
tions.

“Mostly everything in here are 
reproductions of wood pieces,” she 
said. “They look like wood, but they’re 
a print. My printer laminates a litho-
graph to a composite and then cuts it 
out so they look like wood. They’ve re-
ally been selling well. People like them 
for their cabins, and they’re a fraction 
of what an original costs.

“I have a really good printer in 
Green Bay,” she said. “She’s a photog-
rapher. I take her the original piece, 
she does a really high-res photo of it 
and she has a really fancy printer and 
makes the prints. I sign and number 
them on the back so they’re a limited 
edition.”

Customers who wander into Nico-
let Studio, located at 15346 Gage St., a 
block off of state Highway 32, usually 
purchase the reproductions.

“The online sales are more the 
original pieces because those are true 
collectors that are looking for my orig-
inal work,” White said. “Once people 
started liking my work and word got 
around, I formed close relationships 
with my collectors. When I would 
paint a piece and think, ‘Oh, Karen 
would like this piece,’ I’d contact her.”

Some of those collectors have doz-
ens of White’s original pieces.

“One time, Ken and I did a show 
in Chicago and one of our collectors 
invited us over for dinner,” she said. “It 
was up and down the halls and every-
where. He and I hadn’t seen some of 
these pieces in quite awhile, so it was 
fun to revisit them.”

White has kept only one piece for 
herself.

“The one thing I took away from 
going to art school is I remember one 
instructor said, ‘If you’re going to make 
a living at it, you can’t get attached to 
your own work,’” she said. “I’ve kept 
one piece for myself out of all of them. 
It was after a trip to Africa. When I got 
back, I did a collage of the trip and it 
was meaningful, so I kept it.”

White knows the day she stops 
painting will eventually come, but that 
won’t be anytime soon.

“I get days where I’m not feeling 
creative, but it doesn’t happen very 
often,” she said. “I just go sit in the 
woods or go trout fishing and it re-
inspires me. I am working a little less 
now because I feel like I’ve earned it. 
I used to work every single day in the 
summer. I try to be here from 10 to 
4:30, but if we want to take off and go 
camping, we do. I probably worked too 
hard, but that’s how you get good at it.”

White brings nature of 
Oconto County alive 

from old Baptist church

Joan White paints in her art gallery in Lakewood. Most of White’s paintings feature animals, but some include people.� GREG SEUBERT
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Fashion show provides 
more than dapper attire

Event helps Shawano 
Woman’s Club provide 

things for the community
By LEE PULASKI

City Editor

The fashion was in the 2020s, but 
the atmosphere was in the 1920s as the 
Shawano Woman’s Club held its first 
fashion show since the coronavirus 
pandemic ground everything to a halt 
two years ago.

Even though the event, which 
started 16 years ago, gave female vol-
unteers a chance to show off modern 
fashions from local retailers May 5 at 
The Gathering, the main purpose for 
the show was to raise money for the 
club to help nonprofit organizations 
and provide scholarships for second-
ary education.

“We do this for our philanthropy,” 
said Cindy Holewinski, the chair-
woman for the fashion show. “This is 
to benefit our community.”

The 1920s were known as the Roar-
ing Twenties and, with COVID-19 
sidelining the woman’s club’s main 
fundraiser, Holewinski said it made 
sense to commemorate such a liberat-
ing time for women.

“We had the suffrage (movement),” 
Holewinski said. “It was so fitting to 

use the ‘Women Roaring Back’ theme, 
because it meant we were back gener-
ating the money for our philanthropy. 
The second reason we chose to do 
this type of event is to bring women 
together. They become partners and 
sisters in our mission.”

Many in attendance decided to don 
1920s attire, wearing sequin fringe 
dresses and other items that looked 
like they came out of “The Great 
Gatsby.”

More than $16,000 in items were 
donated by local businesses and 
organizations for raffles and auctions, 
and over 250 people packed the din-
ing hall to check out the goodies and 
watch their fellow women strut the 
runway. The showcased fashion items 
are for sale at Body Essentials, Dreier’s 
Pharmacy, Tumbleweed, Thornberry 
Cottage Baby and Gifts and B&H.

“This event celebrates the woman, 
the power of the woman,” Holewinski 
said. “This looks at our heritage and 
the organization of this club.”

The club is one of Shawano’s oldest, 
with roots dating back to the 1800s, 
and Holewinski said it was important 
to continue its mission of goodwill by 
holding events like the fashion show.

“Their mission was to support 
the staples of the community — the 
library, Heritage Park and the cem-
etery,” Holewinski said. “We are fol-
lowing what they started.”

Rose Salzmann, shown in her 1920s-style hat holding a replica of a ladies’ cigarette holder, was one of 
more than 250 attendees enjoying the Shawano Woman’s Club fashion show on May 6 at The Gather-
ing.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Mary Jo Albrecht does a twirl as she shows off what she’s wearing during the Shawano Woman’s Club 
fashion show May 6 at The Gathering.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA

Jean Darling, left, and Janet Brusky look over some of the items being auctioned and raffled off during 
the Shawano Woman’s Club fashion show May 6 at The Gathering. More than $16,000 in baskets and 
other items were donated for the event.� LEE PULASKI | NEW MEDIA
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‘Feather Chronicles’ continues to soar at CMN
“We are what we imagine,” 

Kiowa author N. Scott Momaday 
wrote. “Our very existence consists 
in our imagination of ourselves. Our 
best destiny is to imagine, at least, 
completely, who and what, and that 
we are. The greatest tragedy that 
can befall us is to go unimagined.”

While Momaday’s message af-
firms the views of optimists who see 

life’s proverbial 
glass half-full, 
as well as those 
dreaming lofty 
dreams for them-
selves and their 
loved ones, I’ve 
found it reso-
nates loudest in 
the output of art-
ists. The asser-

tion is perhaps most apparent in the 
works of emerging talent.

Since 2008, College of Menomi-
nee Nation has produced an annual 
journal dedicated to showcasing the 
art of the college community titled, 
“Feather Chronicles.” Spearheaded 
by faculty emeritus Dr. Dennis Vick-
ers, the text features the work of 
people affiliated with CMN.

“It began as a writing campus 
club where students workshopped 
their stories,” Vickers said. The 
periodical evolved out of those 
gatherings, as “the principal objec-
tive for the journal was to provide 
a place for students to publish their 
work.” With Vickers’ editorial guid-
ance it became more — a creative 
hub where art could be both shared 
and enjoyed.

Available in both print and elec-
tronic versions, the issues circulate 
widely and are often offered as gifts 
to visitors at either the college’s 
Keshena or Green Bay campus. Yet, 
Vickers noted what pleased him was 
contributors’ desire to “share the 
journal with their family and list the 
accomplishment on their resumes.” 
The success of the publication was 
evident from the get-go, and soon 
CMN employees and community 
artists were adding their voices to 
the fold.

Flipping through the pages, one 
finds lines examining the natu-
ral world, humanity and personal 
identity. There are verses on both 
love and loss and all of the cathartic 
emotions that accompany them, as 

well as some celebrating humor, 
friendship and wonder about what 
has been and what will come next.

The presentation is noteworthy 
in its own right, as the images on 
the covers as well as those shuffled 
within the pages showcase contribu-
tors’ photographic eye for moments 
worth savoring. Upon reviewing an 
issue for yourself, it’s easy to recog-
nize why the announcement of each 
new entry is eagerly anticipated.

In 2012, CMN’s founding presi-
dent, Dr. Verna Fowler, wrote the 
introduction to that year’s issue 
which spoke to a sentiment that 
faithful readers share: “In many 
ways each year, our students, faculty 
and staff, and friends of the College 
generously express their thoughts 
and insights on American Indian 
and other cultures. Their work 
in the visual and theatre arts, and 
through music, poetry and prose, 
makes our College a more lively, 
spiritual and satisfying place for all. 

‘Feather Chronicles’ is one of our 
most enduring channels for sharing 
the creative writing and art of the 
College.”

This spring’s production of the 
2021 issue marks a turning point in 
the journal, as Vickers is handing 
over the editor’s keyboard. Although 
he has only been officially retired 
from teaching since the fall, a cancer 
diagnosis and its subsequent care 
has sidelined Vickers’ vigor the 
past few years. Still, he continued 
to serve CMN and its students with 
strength and determination. Joining 
our department meeting last week, 
Vickers stated that ensuring the 
continuation of “Feather Chroni-
cles” was “the last thing on my to-do 
list.”

Having begun my own teaching 
at CMN the same day as Vickers in 
the fall of 2005, I can attest that his 
engagement with our students has 
been extraordinary to witness. Vick-
ers’ kindness, humility and tact has 

amazed me time and time again, and 
that includes hearing him share the 
ins-and-outs of the campus publica-
tion that will forever be a part of his 
legacy.

Using the disarming humor that 
endears him to so many, Vickers 
explained the truth about inclusive, 
affirming publications: “It doesn’t 
have to turn into ‘The New Yorker’ 
to be successful. It is successful as 
it is.”

“Art is affirmation,” is another 
line that Momaday wrote, but it’s 
the showcasing of that art that 
allows it to reverberate. “Feather 
Chronicles” reverberates.

Maec waewaenen, Dr. Vickers, 
for creating a space that allows so 
many students, staff, and community 
members to share the works they 
imagine.

Ryan Winn teaches communications, English and 
theater at the College of Menominee Nation. Visit 

www.menominee.edu for information about the 
school.

RYAN WINN

The covers of the CMN periodical showcase beautiful imagery every year, but once someone turns the page, the words can evoke images of their own.
CONTRIBUTED

“The principal objective for the journal was to provide a place for students to publish their work.”
DR. DENNIS VICKERS, College of Menominee Nation faculty emeritus and founder of “Feather Chronicles”
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Saving today’s youth from Nature-Deficit Disorder
I once took a birding class when 

I was an English major at Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale. 
On the first day, my jaw sank when 
the professor explained that this 
class would not be a field course 
as I had hoped. Instead, we would 
study the skins of dead birds for a 
semester.

You’ll never see a Cassin’s auklet 
or an Antarctic 
petrel in Sha-
wano County, 
but I held their 
preserved skins 
in my hand. I 
needed a certain 
number of sci-
ence credits and 
it served a pur-
pose, but it was 
probably one of 

the dumber classes I ever took.
We were given a 10-bird quiz on 

the first day to test our knowledge. 
I think I got them all right. At the 
end, we were given the same quiz.

One girl from Chicago (Carbon-
dale attracts many Chicago-area 
students because of its natural 
beauty and a direct train line there) 
confided on our last day of class: 
“I still can’t identify birds that are 
flying around.”

Such is the nature of our young 
people today. Their faces are 
buried in $1,200 iPhones, watch-
ing 10-second videos on TikTok of 
girls preening in front of a mirror, 
kittens climbing screen doors and 
camels spitting out their tongues. 
The days of kids going outside to 
play tag, sandlot baseball or any-
thing else seem as unlikely as them 
asking for seconds on broccoli. A 
walk through the woods to look for 
animal tracks, shed antlers or birds 
seems even more remote.

Author Richard Louv has even 
come up with a term for those kids 
and adults who don’t get outdoors 
much or experience the wonders of 
nature: He calls it “Nature-Deficit 
Disorder.” His book, “Last Child 
in the Woods” is a great read. The 
cure is as simple as an occasional 
hike or hunt.

Introducing kids to nature seems 
natural for those of us who appreci-
ate the natural world around us. At 
the same time, introducing young-
sters to hunting is the next step. It’s 
no secret that hunter numbers have 
been dwindling for the past few 
decades.

In 1980, there were about 17 mil-
lion hunting licenses sold nation-

wide, according to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. By 2016, that num-
ber had fallen to 11.5 million. An ag-
ing population, more single-parent 
families (many who have not been 
exposed to hunting), more private 
lands being closed to hunting for a 
variety of reasons, and the dozens 
of electronic and indoor distrac-
tions competing for our children’s 
diminished attention span are just 
a few reasons that fewer people are 
hunting.

Did I mention the lack of hunter 
recruitment? Many of us hunters 
tend to be loners, or at least we 
enjoy alone time in a tree stand or 
ground blind.

My opportunity to recruit a new 
hunter came last fall, when a neigh-
bor boy stopped by our rural New 
London home to see if he could 
rake leaves for us.

I’ve learned that raking leaves 
on a 2-acre parcel surrounded by 
trees is an exercise in futility and 
only serves to encourage the grass 
to grow faster, which requires more 
mowing. Few ever see our yard 
anyway, but I admired his willing-
ness to work, so I said sure. Soon 
Andy Beals was busily raking leaves 
and loading them into the dump bed 
of my 6x6 Polaris Sportsman, then 
driving them the 100 feet to a pile 
in another section of the yard. He 

smiled broadly when I offered the 
ATV for him to use. That’s when 
he explained all the mishaps he had 
with ATVs, dirt bikes, knives and 
even a roll of Saran Wrap.

The stocky lad seems content 
with the world, always smiling 
and speaking in a slow, deliberate 
fashion as he offers his views on 
any topic.

Beals, 17, loves firearms and 
plans to one day enter the military. 
Our discussions on firearms led 
toward hunting, and soon I was 
inviting him on a deer hunt. This 
spring, the topic turned to turkeys 
and he was happy to share a blind 
with me, just to observe and learn 
more about the sport.

I loaned him a camouflage jacket, 
cap and mask, but since we were 
in a large permanent ground blind 
built of scrap wood, he didn’t need 
camo pants. After putting out three 
decoys, we settled in. I sent out a 
few notes with my trusty box call, 
but as I had experienced on sev-
eral days earlier, not a single tom 
answered.

Two hens appeared, briefly 
walked past our decoys and then 
moved off to a nearby cornfield to 
look for breakfast.

“I see one. There’s a turkey,” 
Beals whispered, pointing toward a 
nearby woods. It was still a bit dark, 
but I could clearly see the butt-up 
walk of a small raccoon.

“That’s a ‘coon,” I said.
“I’m not very good at this,” he 

answered.
We watched sandhill cranes 

picking around in the same corn-
field. Ducks and geese were plen-
tiful in the marsh area, with the 
whistle of wood ducks overhead a 
couple times.

Later, a coyote started to come 
to my calls, but the wind gave us 
away and he trotted off, never com-
ing in range of my 12-gauge Rem-
ington 870 Super Magnum, loaded 
with 3-1/2-inch No. 5 shot.

Then it was time for breakfast at 
a nearby café.

Sharing our knowledge of and 
love for the outdoors seems both 
simple and profound. Reaching 
out to a neighbor kid is easy to do, 
but easier not to do. Take the time 
to reach out and save a genera-
tion from Nature-Deficit Disorder. 
You’ll benefit as much as they will.

Ross Bielema is a freelance writer from New London 
and owner of Wolf River Concealed Carry LLC. 

Contact him at Ross@wolfriverccw.com.

Andy Beals, 17, of rural New London, helps pull decoys April 24 during his first turkey hunt near his 
home. Although he was just an observer, he did enjoy seeing two hen turkeys, some sandhill cranes and 
a raccoon during the morning hunt.

ROSS BIELEMA

ROSS BIELEMA
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Gillett FFA places 3rd 
at state milk event

The Gillett FFA Chapter placed 
third in milk quality career develop-
ment during the Wisconsin FFA career 
development event on April 29 in 
Madison.

Team members Zander Davis, Scott 
Heroux, Brody Kohls and Tani Lucht 
brought home the honor. Kohls placed 
10th overall individually and was the 
high member on the team.

The event included 35 teams and 
137 contestants. Members scored milk, 
sampled cheese, identified natural ver-
sus artificial product, and scored sedi-
ment disc after completing a general 
dairy product knowledge exam.

Gillett FFA had two additional 
teams qualify for state events in Madi-
son.

The dairy cattle evaluation team, 
which included Bradin Bjelland, 
Thayne Bjelland, Laney DeBauch and 
Taylor Schuster, placed 16th. Members 
completed a written exam, evaluated 

pedigrees and live animals, and pre-
pared oral reasons and delivered them 
to the judges.

The meats evaluation and technol-
ogy team, which included Kierstin 
Genz, Cheyenne Krueger, Cole Schaal 
and Ryann Wagner, placed 18th. Mem-
bers evaluated beef, swine and sheep 
carcasses, identified cuts of meat, and 
graded the carcasses for quality.

During career development event 
competitions, FFA members in grades 
7 to 12 are challenged to develop 
critical thinking skills and effective 
decision-making skills, foster team-
work and promote communication 
while recognizing the value of ethical 
competition and individual achieve-
ment. Most career development event 
teams consisted of four members 
who advanced through regional live 
and virtual competitions to be able 
to represent their FFA chapter at the 
state level.

Gillett FFA’s state milk quality and processing team includes, from left, Brody Kohls, Zander Davis, Tani 
Lucht and Scott Heroux.� CONTRIBUTED

HAVE AN EVENT 
TO SHARE?

There are two ways to submit 
calendar notices:
• Go to the form on our website at 
http://www.newmedia-wi.com/
content/community-calendar and 
fill it out to send to us.
• Send your information by email 
to editor@newmedia-wi.com and 
put “Community Calendar” in the 
subject line.
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Chronic lower back pain can be conquered
If you are like most people, you 

will have at least one episode of low 
back pain in your life. In fact, low 
back pain is the No. 2 reason that 
Americans see their doctor — second 
only to colds and flus. Low back pain 
is most commonly associated with 
heavy physical work, lifting or force-
ful movement, bending or twisting, 
awkward positions or standing in one 
position too long. Even minor events 
may contribute to an episode. Typi-
cally, the pain varies from severe and 
long-term to mild and short-lived.

Although low back pain has been 
considered self-limiting, recent 
research suggests that it is not. The 
results of several studies show that 
short-term symptoms do not always 

resolve in one 
to two months. 
Instead, they tend 
to recur intermit-
tently in most 
patients. Once 
chronic, the con-
dition is associat-
ed with long-term 
disability and 
work absence.

There are many treatment strate-
gies for chronic low back pain. All 
of these approaches have one thing 
in common — they are accompanied 
by a recommendation for exercise. 
Research has concluded that ex-
ercise is beneficial for people with 
chronic low back pain. However, 

until recently, health care providers 
were not able to advise their patients 
about the probability of success un-
der specific exercise programs.

A scientific review sought to 
determine which exercise program 
was the most effective for people 
with chronic low back pain. The 
review found that back strengthening 
and stabilization exercises are more 
effective than aerobics for reduc-
ing pain and improving function. 
Still, aerobic exercise is important 
for heart health and should not be 
abandoned.

What does this mean to someone 
with low back pain or someone want-
ing to reduce the chance of a low 
back pain attack? You should focus 

upon strengthening and stabiliza-
tion exercises and do them on a 
consistent basis. Exercise is impor-
tant to your overall health, and it 
will increase your spine’s ability to 
help you do the things you want and 
need to do. It is important to start 
any exercise program slowly and to 
gradually build up your speed and 
the length of exercise sessions.

Please note that before starting 
any exercise program, you should 
consult with your health care profes-
sional.

Dr. Brian Grieves is a Doctor of Chiropractic with a 
master’s in public health and a member of the Shawano 
Community Health Action Team. Call 715-524-8722 for 

more information.

BRIAN GRIEVES

Sader Speedway sends kindergarten off to the races
The close proximity of St. James 

Lutheran School to the Shawano 
Speedway has turned the kindergar-
ten students into race car drivers of 
their own.

St. James recently held its inaugu-
ral Sader Speedway. Summer Wis-
nefske was the champion once the 
dust settled and received a trophy for 
her efforts. Taking second place was 
Landon Stuebs, followed by Keaton 
Kropp in third and Livia Buckett in 
fourth.

“I love to find ways for my stu-
dents to learn at home as well as 
here at St. James,” said kindergarten 
teacher Erika Kaiser. “This project 
allows the student’s entire family to 
be part of a special event.”

Sader Speedway spans across the 
curriculum from art to physical edu-
cation, according to Kaiser, with stu-
dents who love their artistic talents 
to put them on full display. All the 
race cars were built from scratch by 
kindergarten families for their chil-
dren to drive around our racetrack. 
Each car had to made from a card-
board box and measure no more than 
2 feet by 3 feet. Kindergartners were 
also tasked with finding sponsors for 
their cars. Racers competed in four 
heats to determine who would make 
it to the final feature.

“Since the Shawano Speedway is 
such a big part of our community and 
an event that is a highlight to many 
of my students’ lives, I felt this was 
a great way for them to work with 
their families to build a car and to 
imagine what it feels like to be a real 

race car driver,” Kaiser said.
The kindergarten class provided a 

program of the 23 racers who would 
be taking part in the race activities. 
The program included a picture of 
each racer, birthday, car number 
(from 1 to 1,000) and, finally, a fun 
fact about each driver. These facts 
included favorite colors, favorite 
animal and hobbies.

During each heat, all drivers were 
required to make two fuel stops and 
one pit stop. A fuel stop consisted of 
drivers drinking glasses of water and 
throwing away their cups. The pit 
stop was drivers working with their 
pit crews — eighth grade students — 
changing their shoes and continuing 
the race to the finish line.

“These little students were given 

support and shown Christian love by 
all the students as they raced around 
the track, sometimes not in first 
place,” Kaiser said. “Each student 
was encouraged to finish the race, 
whether they were in last place or 
first place. The crowd wanted them 
to do their best. Our students and 
their families will have a memory 
that will last a lifetime.”

Some of the participants in the Sader Speedway outside St. James Lutheran school are, front row, from left, Josiah Vigue, Summer Wisnefske, Landon Stuebs, 
Natalie Sperberg, Atticus VanEnkenVoort, Jessa Herm, Annaraya Bleck, Laila Steffens, Brooklyn Sumnicht, Hattie Dillenburg and Chloe Zueske; back row, 
Wyatt Marohl, Hudson VanErt, Autumn Wisnefske, Livia Buckett, Gabriel Martin, Trenton Cannon, Keaton Kropp, Kastle Zook, Kya Corn, Vivian DuQuaine and 
Grace Torry.� CONTRIBUTED
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A R O U N D  T H E  CO M M U N I T Y
‘Cloak and Dagger’ to 

be performed in Oconto
The Machickanee Players have 

rounded up the usual suspects in 
their latest production: “Cloak and 
Dagger.”

Audiences will have the chance 
to figure out who the spy is May 
13-15 and May 20-22. This spoof of 
“Casablanca” is written by Craig 
Sodaro. Nick, the café owner, hears 
from a fortune teller that the spy will 
appear wearing a cloak and carrying 
a dagger. Unfortunately, five lovely 
ladies all appear with cloaks and dag-
gers. As Nick questions all the usual 
suspects, the plot thickens.

Non-meal shows will be May 13 
and May 20, with doors opening at 
6:30 p.m. No reservations are needed 
for these shows, and walk-ins are 
welcome.

Dinner shows will be May 14 and 
May 21, with doors opening at 5:30 
p.m. Dessert shows will be May 15 
and May 22, with the doors opening 
at 1:30 p.m. Reservations are required 
for these shows and will close 72 
hours before the show dates.

Reservations can be made by call-
ing 920-934-4353 or going online to 
themachickaneeplayers.org.

The University of Wisconsin-
Division of Extension Agriculture 
Institute is moving to a structure of 
having regional educators across the 
state.

Scott Reuss will serve as a region-
al crops educator 
for Shawano and 
Oconto counties. 
Reuss has been 
serving in Exten-
sion since 1997 in 
Marinette Coun-
ty. His current 
focus in program-
ming is in nutri-
ent management 

with additional programming in farm 
management and pest management. 
To contact Reuss, email scott.reuss@
wisc.edu or call 715-701-0966.

Kimberly Schmidt will be a re-
gional dairy educator. Schmidt joined 
Extension in 2018. She earned a bach-
elor’s degree in animal science from 
UW-Madison and a master’s degree 
in animal science from University 
of Tennessee-Knoxville, where her 
research focused on the heat stress 
and protein metabolism in lactating 

cattle. Before 
joining Exten-
sion, Schmidt 
was a dairy nu-
tritionist. In her 
current role, she 
develops agri-
culture program-
ming focusing on 
alternative and 
traditional forage 

management. To contact Schmidt, 
email kimberly.schmidt@wisc.edu or 
call 715-526-6136.

Regional educators will provide 
research-based education to dairy 
and crop producers by assessing the 
needs of farmers across their region 
and designing and delivering edu-
cational programming and services 
to meet these needs. Dairy and crop 
production are the largest agricultur-
al industries in the state, and regional 
educators will offer specific expertise 
that can serve those industries across 
several counties.

Two Lakewood nonprofits, the 
Holt and Balcom Logging Camp 
Museum and Lakes Country Public 
Library, have announced grants from 
the Town of Riverview.

A $500 grant was made to Lakes 
Country Public Library in support of 
its fundraising dinner May 14 at Mc-
Causlin Country Club in Lakewood.	

As one of the four towns that jointly 
owns and operates the library with 
Doty, Lakewood and Townsend, 
Riverview gave the award in sup-
port of a capital campaign currently 
underway to raise money to renovate 
and expand Lakewood Library.

The Logging Camp Museum 
donation of $200 is the second one 
awarded to Holt and Balcom. As in 
2021, the grant was one of several 
made from short-term rental room 
tax proceeds earmarked to assist lo-
cal tourist attractions.

Geraldine Sanapaw has been 
named chief academic officer of the 
College of Menominee Nation.

The CAO is responsible for educa-
tional policy and 
academic pro-
grams. Sanapaw’s 
transition into 
permanency in 
the CAO capacity 
was confirmed by 
the CMN Board 
of Directors on 
April 25. Sanapaw 
has been serving 
as interim CAO 

since May 2020.
An alumna, Sanapaw began her 

academic career at CMN, receiving 
her associate degree in business. She 
received her bachelor’s degree in 

business from Silver Lake College 
and a master’s in business adminis-
tration from Lakeland College. She 
is currently pursuing an educational 
doctorate at Concordia University in 
Leadership Innovation and Continu-
ous Quality Improvement.

“I am looking forward to continu-
ing working with our staff and faculty 
to support and find new opportuni-
ties for our students and the commu-
nity,” Sanapaw said.

She started at CMN as the associ-
ate administrator in academic affairs 
in 2005, but she has also worked 
in the departments of institutional 
research and the registrar. Sanapaw 
has also served on various commit-
tees such as finance and planning, 
endowment and committee on 
academics.

American Legion Sylvan Post 44 
is holding its last gunless poultry 
shoot on May 14 at 1 p.m. at Bailey’s 
Pour Haus, 15297 State Highway 32, 
Lakewood.

The post will be raffling off pack-
ages of meat, poultry, sausages, 
bacon, beverages and items donated 
by local businesses. There will also 
be 50/50 raffles.

Post 44 of Wabeno is composed of 
veterans who are committed to help-
ing veterans, their families and the 
community.

Reuss, Schmidt named 
UW regional educators

Shown is the cast of usual suspects for the Machickanee Players’ “Cloak and Dagger,” which includes, from left, Patrick Mines, Greg Hollis, Myrna Peril, 
Hayley Nerat, Andrea Maxwell, Lynn Hollander, Leigh Moore and Jenny Warpehoski-Fulcher.� CONTRIBUTED
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