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 Events

Local

Events may be subject to change based 
on the weather or other factors.

JULY 3 & 4
GILLETT
Food and beverages at the Civic Club Stand and the Beer Stand 
July 3, 4pm-11pm and July 4 9am-11pm.,
JULY 3 4pm-7pm Lawn Chair Concert with music by Back When 
and Wunderstate; 4pm-5:30pm $2 hamburgers, hot dogs and 
beer. 7pm Truck pull, 7pm-11pm music by Country Rewind.
JULY 4 8am House Pull; 9am Antique & Classic Car, Truck & Mo-
torcycle Show;  10am-1pm Polka Music by Fun Time Polka Band; 
12pm Mini and Modified Tractor Pulls (LAMMTPA); 2pm 4th of 
July Parade (theme Courtesy of the Red, White, & Blue); 3-6pm 
Music by Back When/Reminis; 5pm Antique Tractor Pull; 7-11pm 
Music by Rapid Transit; Fireworks Show at Dusk.

JULY 3
CLINTONVILLE
Clintonville A’s fireworks will begin at dusk July 3 at W.A. Olen 
Park, 10 Memorial Circle. Food and refreshments will be available 
for purchase and there will be music. 

OCONTO WATERFEST
Time: 4:00 pm - 11:00 pm  Celebrate the 4th of July in Oconto 
with a bang! The Oconto Elks are hosting the annual “Waterfest” 
with live music, kid’s activities, food, and refreshments starting 
at 4 pm. At 10:00 pm, the fireworks display will light up the sky 
at the Oconto Breakwater Park & Harbor. Boaters can anchor on 
the Oconto River or by the mouth of the Bay for the perfect view! 
Location: Breakwater Park and Harbor

JULY 4
BONDUEL 
Parade 11 a.m. - Mardi Gras theme. Legion Baseball with Bonduel Griz-
zlies vs Shawano 2pm. The Mix Polka Band after the parade at Village 
Park followed by Doozey 5:30-9:30pm. Bike Giveaway 3:pm. Food, 
refreshments, kid’s activities. Fireworks at dusk.

JULY 4

BREED
Parade 10am, watch from seating under the canopies at Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church Hwy 32 North to AA of Suring, Breed, WI. Bucket 
Raffles, Homemade Pies, Ice Cream, Burgers, Hot Dogs, Soda, Water. 
Tickets for Bike Giveaway drawing available after the parade.

LEOPOLIS
Triathlon, Registration 8-9:30 a.m., Races 10am (Jocks, under 16 and Beer 
Belly divisions). Cornhole tournament, Registration 12:30pm Start 1:30 p.m., 
A.N. Brunner Field, 11930 3rd St. Competitive and casual divisions available 
(bring your own bags, some available).

TIGERTON
Tigerton’s 4th of July Block Party. There will be chalk drawings, a 5K 
fun run, Adelle’s Bluebird Cafe pie and ice cream, a brat & hamburger 
fry and also our fabulous fireworks at dusk.

TOWNSEND 
Annual 4th of July Celebration. Time: 11:00 am - 6:00 pm. The 4th of 
July Celebration at the Fire Station on Front Street has crafters, food, 
beer, soda, raffles, and music from 11 am-6:00 pm.  The parade starts 
at noon, going from Front Street south to School Street to Pickerel 
Lake Road north, then west on Timberedge. Townsend Fireworks start-
ing at dusk. The fireworks will be shot off by the Townsend Ball Park 
(Grove Street & Wheeler Street)  Location: Corner of Grove Street & 
Wheeler Street

JULY  6
CLOVERLEAF LAKES
Boat Parade 6:30 pm, Kiddie Parade 10am, Fireworks at dusk

MOUNTAIN
Fire Department Auxiliary Annual Fireworks Celebration
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History of 
Independence Day

The Fourth of July—also 
known as Independence 
Day or July 4th—has been a 
federal holiday in the United 
States since 1941, but the 
tradition of Independence Day 
celebrations goes back to the 
18th century and the American 
Revolution. On July 2nd, 1776, 
the Continental Congress voted 
in favor of independence, and 
two days later delegates from 
the 13 colonies adopted the 
Declaration of Independence, 
a historic document drafted by 
Thomas Jefferson. From 1776 
to the present day, July 4th has 
been celebrated as the birth 
of American independence, 
with festivities ranging 
from fireworks, parades and 
concerts to more casual family 
gatherings and barbecues. 
The Fourth of July 2023 is on 
Tuesday, July 4.
When the initial battles 
in the Revolutionary War 
broke out in April 1775, few 
colonists desired complete 
independence from Great 
Britain, and those who did were 
considered radical.
By the middle of the following 
year, however, many more 
colonists had come to favor 
independence, thanks to 
growing hostility against Britain 
and the spread of revolutionary 
sentiments such as those 
expressed in the bestselling 
pamphlet “Common Sense,” 
published by Thomas Paine in 
early 1776. 
On June 7, when the 
Continental Congress met at 
the Pennsylvania State House 
(later Independence Hall) 
in Philadelphia, the Virginia 
delegate Richard Henry Lee 
introduced a motion calling for 
the colonies’ independence. 
Amid heated debate, Congress 
postponed the vote on Lee’s 
resolution, but appointed a 
five-man committee—including 
Thomas Jefferson of Virginia, 
John Adams of Massachusetts, 
Roger Sherman of Connecticut, 
Benjamin Franklin of 
Pennsylvania and Robert R. 

Livingston of New York—to 
draft a formal statement 
justifying the break with Great 
Britain.

On July 2nd, the Continental 
Congress voted in favor 
of Lee’s resolution for 
independence in a near-
unanimous vote (the New York 
delegation abstained, but later 
voted affirmatively). On that 
day, John Adams wrote to his 
wife Abigail that July 2 “will 
be celebrated, by succeeding 
Generations, as the great 
anniversary Festival” and that 
the celebration should include 
“Pomp and Parade…Games, 
Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires 
and Illuminations from one 
End of this Continent to the 
other.” 
On July 4th, the Continental 
Congress formally adopted the 
Declaration of Independence, 
which had been written largely 
by Jefferson. Though the 
vote for actual independence 
took place on July 2nd, from 
then on the 4th became 
the day that was celebrated 
as the birth of American 
independence.

Early Fourth of July 
Celebrations and Traditions  

In the pre-Revolutionary years, 
colonists had held annual 
celebrations of the king’s 
birthday, which traditionally 
included the ringing of bells, 
bonfires, processions and 
speechmaking. By contrast, 
during the summer of 1776 
some colonists celebrated 
the birth of independence 
by holding mock funerals for 
King George III as a way of 
symbolizing the end of the 
monarchy’s hold on America 
and the triumph of liberty. 
Festivities including concerts, 
bonfires, parades and 
the firing of cannons and 
muskets usually accompanied 
the first public readings 
of the Declaration of 
Independence, beginning 
immediately after its adoption. 
Philadelphia held the first 
annual commemoration 

Fourth of July-Independence Day
of independence on July 4, 
1777, while Congress was still 
occupied with the ongoing war.
George Washington issued 
double rations of rum to all his 
soldiers to mark the anniversary 
of independence in 1778, and 
in 1781, several months before 
the key American victory 
at the Battle of Yorktown, 
Massachusetts became the 
first state to make July 4th an 
official state holiday.
After the Revolutionary War, 
Americans continued to 
commemorate Independence 
Day every year, in celebrations 
that allowed the new nation’s 
emerging political leaders to 
address citizens and create 
a feeling of unity. By the last 
decade of the 18th century, 
the two major political 
parties—the Federalist Party 
and Democratic-Republicans—
that had arisen began holding 
separate Fourth of July 
celebrations in many large 
cities.

Fourth of July Fireworks

The first fireworks were used as 
early as 200 BC. The tradition 
of setting off fireworks on the 
4 of July began in Philadelphia 
on July 4, 1777, during the 
first organized celebration 
of Independence Day. Ship’s 
cannon fired a 13-gun salute 
in honor of the 13 colonies. 
The Pennsylvania Evening Post 
reported: “at night there was a 
grand exhibition of fireworks 
(which began and concluded 
with thirteen rockets) on the 
Commons, and the city was 
beautifully illuminated.” That 
same night, the Sons of Liberty 
set off fireworks over Boston 
Common.

Fourth of July Becomes a 
Federal Holiday 

The tradition of patriotic 
celebration became even more 
widespread after the War of 
1812, in which the United 
States again faced Great Britain. 
In 1870, the U.S. Congress 
made July 4th a federal 
holiday; in 1941, the provision 

was expanded to grant a 
paid holiday to all federal 
employees. 
Over the years, the 
political importance of the 
holiday would decline, but 
Independence Day remained 
an important national holiday 
and a symbol of patriotism.
Falling in mid-summer, the 
Fourth of July has since the 
late 19th century become a 
major focus of leisure activities 
and a common occasion 
for family get-togethers, 
often involving fireworks 
and outdoor barbecues. The 
most common symbol of 
the holiday is the American 
flag, and a common musical 
accompaniment is “The Star-
Spangled Banner,” the national 
anthem of the United States.

Courtesy of History.com 
Editors
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New Hampshire:
Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, 
Matthew Thornton

Massachusetts:
John Hancock, Samual Adams, John Adams, 
Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry

Rhode Island:
Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery

Connecticut:
Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, 
William Williams, Oliver Wolcott

New York:
William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis 
Lewis, Lewis Morris

New Jersey:
Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis 
Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark

Pennsylvania:
Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin 
Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer, James 
Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson, George 
Ross

Delaware:
Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean

Maryland:
Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, 
Charles Carroll of Carrollton

Virginia:
George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, 
Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, 
Carter Braxton

North Carolina:
William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn

South Carolina:
Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., 
Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton

Georgia:
Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton

On this day in 1776, the Declaration of Independence was approved by the Continental Congress, setting the
13 colonies on the road to freedom as a sovereign nation. The American Declaration of Independence was writ-
ten to lay out in firm terms the purposes behind the American Revolution, so that anyone who was in doubt about
whether or not it was justified would understand the reasoning that the "rebels" held.
There were four main purposes the Founding Fathers had when they created the Declaration. They intended to:

• Get reluctant colonists on board to create a unified home front against Great Britain
• Explain the colonists' position on the purpose of human government
• List their specific grievances against King George III to show the justification of their actions
• Encourage foreign nations to help them in their quest to overthrow British rule

Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Roger Sherman and Robert R. Livingston com-
prised the Committee of Five that drafted the Declaration. Jefferson, regarded as the strongest and
most eloquent writer, wrote most of the document.

56 - Numbers of signers to the Declaration of Independence.
John Hancock, the President of the Congress, was the first to sign the sheet of parchment measur-
ing 2414 by 2934 inches. He used a bold signature centered below the text. In accordance with prevail-
ing custom, the other delegates began to sign at the right below the text, their signatures arranged
according to the geographic location of the states they represented. New Hampshire, the northern-
most state, began the list, and Georgia, the southernmost, ended it. Eventually 56 delegates signed,
although all were not present on August 2. Among the later signers were Elbridge Gerry, Oliver
Wolcott, Lewis Morris, Thomas McKean, and Matthew Thornton, who found that he had no room to
sign with the other New Hampshire delegates. A few delegates who voted for adoption of the
Declaration on July 4 were never to sign in spite of the July 19 order of Congress that the engrossed
document "be signed by every member of Congress." Non-signers included John Dickinson, who
clung to the idea of reconciliation with Britain, and Robert R. Livingston, one of the Committee of Five,
who thought the Declaration was premature.

Courtesy of: http://www.revolutionary-war-and-beyond.com/declaration-of-independence.html;  http://gurukul.american.edu; http://www.archives.gov

“The Second Day of July 1776, will be the most memorable Epocha, in the History of America. I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated, by succeeding
Generations, as the great anniversary Festival. It ought to be commemorated, as the Day of Deliverance by solemn Acts of Devotion to God Almighty. It
ought to be solemnized with Pomp and Parade, with Shews, Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, Bonfires and Illuminations from one End of this Continent to the
other from this Time forward forever more. You will think me transported with Enthusiasm but I am not. I am well aware of the Toil and Blood and Treasure,
that it will cost Us to maintain this Declaration, and support and defend these States. Yet through all the Gloom I can see the Rays of ravishing Light and
Glory. I can see that the End is more than worth all the Means. And that Posterity will tryumph in that Days Transaction, even altho We should rue it, which
I trust in God We shall not.”  
John Adams letter to his wife Abigail on his thoughts about celebrating the 4th of July.
(The date of July 2nd was when the Continental Congress voted to declare its independence from Britian.)

The Fourth of July - Did you know?
Declaration of Independence
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John Trum-
ball painting: 
Signing of the 
Declaration of 
Independence.

Nine surprising facts about the Declaration of Independence
1.	 The Declaration of 
Independence wasn’t signed 
on July 4, 1776. 
On July 1, 1776, the Second 
Continental Congress met 
in Philadelphia, and on the 
following day 12 of the 13 
colonies voted in favor of 
Richard Henry Lee’s motion for 
independence. The delegates 
then spent the next two 
days debating and revising 
the language of a statement 
drafted by Thomas Jefferson. 
On July 4, Congress officially 
adopted the Declaration 
of Independence, and as a 
result the date is celebrated 
as Independence Day. Nearly a 
month would go by, however, 
before the actual signing of 
the document took place. First, 
New York’s delegates didn’t 
officially give their support 
until July 9 because their home 
assembly hadn’t yet authorized 
them to vote in favor of 
independence. Next, it took 
two weeks for the Declaration 
to be “engrossed”—written 
on parchment in a clear hand. 
Most of the delegates signed 
on August 2, but several—
Elbridge Gerry, Oliver Wolcott, 
Lewis Morris, Thomas McKean 
and Matthew Thornton—signed 
on a later date. (Two others, 
John Dickinson and Robert R. 
Livingston, never signed at all.) 
The signed parchment copy 
now resides at the National 
Archives in the Rotunda for the 
Charters of Freedom, alongside 
the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights.
2.	 More than one copy of the 
Declaration of Independence 
exists. 
After the adoption of the 
Declaration of Independence, 
the “Committee of Five”—
Thomas Jefferson, John 
Adams, Benjamin 
Franklin, Roger Sherman and 
Robert R. Livingston—was 
charged with overseeing the 
reproduction of the approved 
text. This was completed 
at the shop of Philadelphia 

printer John Dunlap. On 
July 5, Dunlap’s copies were 
dispatched across the 13 
colonies to newspapers, local 
officials and the commanders 
of the Continental troops. 
These rare documents, known 
as “Dunlap broadsides,” 
predate the engrossed version 
signed by the delegates. Of 
the hundreds thought to have 
been printed on the night of 
July 4, only 26 copies survive. 
Most are held in museum and 
library collections, but three 
are privately owned.
3.	  When news of the 
Declaration of Independence 
reached New York City, it 
started a riot. 
By July 9, 1776, a copy of the 
Declaration of Independence 
had reached New York City. 
With hundreds of British 
naval ships occupying New 
York Harbor, revolutionary 
spirit and military tensions 
were running high. George 
Washington, commander 
of the Continental forces in 
New York, read the document 
aloud in front of City Hall. A 
raucous crowd cheered the 
inspiring words, and later that 
day tore down a nearby statue 
of George III. The statue was 
subsequently melted down 
and shaped into more than 
42,000 musket balls for the 
fledgling American army.
4.	 Eight of the 56 signers 
of the Declaration of 
Independence were born in 
the U.K. 
While the majority of the 
members of the Second 
Continental Congress were 
native-born Americans, 
eight of the men voting for 
independence from Britain 
were born in the United 
Kingdom. Button Gwinnett 
and Robert Morris were born 
in England, Francis Lewis was 
born in Wales, James Wilson 
and John Witherspoon were 
born in Scotland, George 
Taylor and Matthew Thornton 
were born in Ireland and 

James Smith hailed from 
Northern Ireland.
5.	 One signer of the 
Declaration of Independence 
later recanted. 
Richard Stockton, a lawyer 
from Princeton, New Jersey, 
became the only signer of the 
Declaration of Independence 
to recant his support of the 
revolution. On November 30, 
1776, the hapless delegate was 
captured by the British and 
thrown in jail. After months of 
harsh treatment and meager 
rations, Stockton repudiated his 
signature on the Declaration of 
Independence and swore his 
allegiance to King George III. A 
broken man when he regained 
his freedom, he took a new 
oath of loyalty to the state of 
New Jersey in December 1777.
6.	 There was a 44-year age 
difference between the 
youngest and oldest signers. 
The oldest signer was Benjamin 
Franklin, 70 years old when 
he scrawled his name on the 
parchment. The youngest was 
Edward Rutledge, a lawyer 
from South Carolina who was 
only 26 at the time. Rutledge 
narrowly beat out fellow South 
Carolinian Thomas Lynch Jr., 
just four months his senior, for 
the title.
7.	 Two additional copies 
of the Declaration of 
Independence have been 
found in the last 25 years.  
In 1989, a Philadelphia man 
found an original Dunlap 
Broadside hidden in the back 
of a picture frame he bought 
at a flea market for $4. One of 
the few surviving copies from 
the official first printing of the 
Declaration, it was in excellent 
condition and sold for $8.1 
million in 2000. A 26th known 
Dunlap broadside emerged at 
the British National Archives 
in 2009, hidden for centuries 
in a box of papers captured 
from American colonists during 
the Revolutionary War. One of 
three Dunlap broadsides at the 
National Archives, the copy 

remains there to this day.
8.	 The Declaration of 
Independence spent World 
War II in Fort Knox. 
On December 23, 1941, 
just over two weeks after 
the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor, the signed 
Declaration, together with the 
Constitution, was removed 
from public display and 
prepared for evacuation out 
of Washington, D.C. Under the 
supervision of armed guards, 
the founding document was 
packed in a specially designed 
container, latched with 
padlocks, sealed with lead and 
placed in a larger box. All told, 
150 pounds of protective gear 
surrounded the parchment. 
On December 26 and 27, 
accompanied by Secret Service 
agents, it traveled by train to 
Louisville, Kentucky, where 
a cavalry troop of the 13th 
Armored Division escorted it 
to Fort Knox. The Declaration 
was returned to Washington, 
D.C., in 1944.
9.	 There is something 
written on the back 
of the Declaration of 
Independence. 
In the movie National 
Treasure, Nicholas Cage’s 
character claims that the 
back of the Declaration 
contains a treasure map with 
encrypted instructions from 
the founding fathers, written 
in invisible ink. Unfortunately, 
this is not the case. There is, 
however, a simpler message, 
written upside-down 
across the bottom of the 
signed document: “Original 
Declaration of Independence 
dated 4th July 1776.” No one 
knows who exactly wrote 
this or when, but during the 
Revolutionary War years the 
parchment was frequently 
rolled up for transport. It’s 
thought that the text was 
added as a label.
Courtesy of www.history.com
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REMEMBERING 
GETTYSBURG
July 1.  Maj. Gen. Henry Heth 
marches toward Gettysburg to 
seize supplies. In an unplanned 
engagement, they confront Union 
calvary. Brig. Gen. John Buford 
slows the Confederate advance 
until the infantry of the Union I 
and XI Corps under Maj. Gen. John 
F. Reynolds arrives. Reynolds is 
killed in action. Soon Confederate 
reinforcements under generals A.P. 
Hill and Richard Ewell reach the 
scene. By late afternoon, the wool-
clad troops are battling ferociously 
in the sweltering heat. Thirty 
thousand Confederates overwhelm 
20,000 Federals, who fall back 
through Gettysburg and fortify 
Cemetery Hill south of town.
July 2.  On the second day of 
battle, the Union defends a 
fishhook-shaped range of hills and 
ridges south of Gettysburg. The 
Confederates wrap around the 
Union position in a longer line. That 
afternoon Lee launches a heavy 
assault commanded by Lieut. Gen. 
James Longstreet on the Union 
left flank. Fierce fighting rages at 
Devil’s Den, Little Round Top, the 
Wheatfield, the Peach Orchard, and 
Cemetery Ridge as Longstreet’s 
men close in on the Union position. 
Using their shorter interior lines, 
Union II Corps commander Maj. 
Gen. Winfield S. Hancock and 
others move reinforcements 
quickly to blunt Confederate 
advances. On the Federal right, 
Confederate demonstrations 
escalate into full-scale assaults on 
East Cemetery Hill and Culp’s Hill. 
Although the Confederates gain 
ground on both ends of their line, 
the Union defenders hold strong 
positions as darkness falls.
July 3.  Believing his enemy to be 
weakened, Lee seeks to capitalize 
on the previous day’s gains with 
renewed attacks on the Union line. 
Heavy fighting resumes on Culp’s 
Hill as Union troops attempt to 
recapture ground lost the previous 
day. Cavalry battles flare to the 
east and south, but the main event 
is a dramatic infantry assault by 
12,500 Confederates commanded 
by Longstreet against the center 
of the Union position on Cemetery 
Ridge. Though undermanned, the 
Virginia infantry division of Brig. 
Gen. George E. Pickett constitutes 
about half of the attacking force. 
Pickett, ordered by Lee to advance 
his division toward the enemy 
through a mile of unprotected 
farmland, replies, “General, I 
have no division,” but the order 
stands. During Pickett’s Charge, 
as it is famously known, only one 
Confederate brigade temporarily 
reaches the top of the ridge—
afterwards referred to as the High 
Watermark of the Confederacy. 
This daring strategy ultimately 
proves a disastrous sacrifice for 
the Confederates, with casualties 
approaching 60 percent. Repulsed 
by close-range Union rifle and 
artillery fire, the Confederates 

retreat. Lee withdraws his army 
from Gettysburg late on the rainy 
afternoon of July 4 and trudges 
back to Virginia with severely 
reduced ranks of wasted and 
battle-scarred men.
As many as 51,000 soldiers from 
both armies are killed, wounded, 
captured or missing in the 
three-day battle. The carnage is 
overwhelming, but the Union 
victory buoys Lincoln’s hopes of 
ending the war. With Lee running 
South, Lincoln expects that Meade 
will intercept the Confederate 
troops and force their surrender. 
Meade has no such plan. Even 
as Lee’s escape is hampered by 
flooding on the Potomac, Meade 
does not pursue them. When 
Lincoln learns of this missed 
opportunity on July 12, he laments, 
“We had only to stretch forth our 
hands & they were ours.” Months 
later, in November 1863, a portion 
of the Gettysburg battlefield 
becomes a final resting place for 
the Union dead.  President Lincoln 
uses the dedication ceremony at 
the Gettysburg’s Soldiers’ National 
Cemetery to honor the fallen and 
reassert the purpose of the war in 
his historic Gettysburg Address:
“Four score and seven years ago 
our fathers brought forth, upon 
this continent, a new nation, 
conceived in Liberty, and dedicated 
to the proposition that all men 
are created equal. Now we are 
engaged in a great civil war, 
testing whether that nation, or 
any nation, so conceived, and so 
dedicated, can long endure. We 
are met here on a great battle 
field of that war. We are now have 
come to dedicate a portion of it 
as the a final resting place of for 
those who here gave their lives 
that that nation might live. It is 
altogether fitting and proper that 
we should do this. But in a larger 
sense we can not dedicate—we 
can not consecrate—we can not 
hallow this ground. The brave men, 
living and dead, who struggled 
here, have consecrated it far 
above our poor power to add or 
detract. The world will little note, 
nor long remember, what we say 
here, but can never forget what 
they did here. It is for us, the living, 
rather to be dedicated here to the 
unfinished work which they have, 
thus far, so nobly carried on. It is 
rather for us to be here dedicated 
to the great task remaining before 
us—that from these honored dead 
we take increased devotion to the 
that cause for which they here 
gave gave the last full measure 
of devotion—that we here highly 
resolve that these dead shall not 
have died in vain; that this nation 
shall have a new birth of freedom; 
and that this government of the 
people, by the people, for the 
people, shall not perish from the 
earth.”
Courtesy of 
www.americanbattlefieldtrust.com

JULY, 1-5, 1863
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