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Green Bay Packers receiver Christian Watson runs with the ball during a game against the Tennessee Titans on Nov. 17 in Green Bay.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA



While the season is not going 
the way that the Green Bay Packers 
hoped, there have been bright spots 
that have appeared.

Rookie wide receiver Christian 
Watson has become one of those 
bright spots and a major part of the 
offense. 

With the receiver problems that 
Green Bay has experienced in the 
offseason and during the regular 
season, seeing a receiver who looks 
confident is a sound sign for Pack-
ers fans.

After scoring five touchdowns 
in the past two games, Watson took 
the lead for most receiving touch-
downs by a rookie wide receiver as 
of Nov. 17.

“I think we had all our playmak-
ers, and he stepped up the last two 
weeks, the last two games, the last 
five days,” said Packers quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers on Watson. “The 
last few days, no drops. He caught 
everything today. Yes, we have to 
get him the ball more.”

Watson has game-breaking 
speed that should only open up the 
middle of the field for Green Bay. 
It has come to the point where if 
Rodgers sees Watson with only a 
corner over him, it seems likely the 
quarterback will air it out and let 
Watson run under it.

That is part of the reason why 
Green Bay traded up to draft the 
North Dakota State product. Ran-
dall Cobb returning to the field also 
opens up Watson to continue to run 
go and post routes. 

Cobb’s rapport with Rodgers 
has been on display for almost a 
decade, forcing defenses to respect 
the middle. If the Packers can cre-
ate a complimentary high-low route 
combination with Watson and 
Cobb, the team may look a little 
more like what fans are accustomed 
to seeing.

With Green Bay’s inconsistency 
running the ball this year, Watson 
has shown that he can provide 
those much-needed sparks to keep 
the Packers in games. 

Rookie receiving is something 
that the Packers haven’t had in 
many years, and Watson has proven 
that he can be the guy in Green Bay.

Sitting at 4-7, the question sur-
rounding the Packers is when do 

you sit Rodgers and let Jordan Love 
get some much-needed QB experi-
ence? 

While that does sound prefer-
able, the Packers may not want 
to mess with the potential bud-
ding relationship and connection 
between Rodgers and Watson. If all 
else, Watson will probably never 
play with a quarterback better than 
Rodgers, so this is much-needed 
experience for the young wide 
receiver.

Even with the poor play and 
poor record, head coach Matt LaF-
leur is not totally ready to give up 
on the season in favor of younger 
players yet.

“You guys know how my mind-
set is: It’s every day and it’s one 
game, and that’s the mentality,” 
said LaFleur. “I have a hard time 
processing it any other way.”

LaFleur’s comments make it 
seem that he believes the Packers 
are still alive and can make a run 
toward the playoffs. 

While that is technically true, 

when does someone like Love get 
his opportunity? It also begs the 
question of when does Watson see 
more work? 

Though he has caught five touch-
downs in the last two games, those 
touchdowns have accounted for 
more than half of his receptions in 
those games.

The theme surrounding the 
Packers this year has been inconsis-
tency with the offense and defense 
both putting together a good game 
on the same day. At times this 
season, the defense has looked like 
the strength of the team — Tampa 
Bay — and other games where it 
has looked as bad as it has in recent 
years — Tennessee.

While Watson figures to help 
bring some consistency to that of-
fense, where does that come on the 
defensive side of the ball? 

Rashan Gary is lost for the sea-
son, and Eric Stokes is on injured 
reserve. The Packers look like they 
need a “Christian Watson on de-
fense,” or someone to step up and 

lead the defense.
“We’re not in a very good posi-

tion right now, that’s for sure,” said 
LaFleur. “We’re going to get back to 
work and try to make some of these 
corrections because it’s disappoint-
ing. 

“Whether it’s your coverage 
busting defensively, whether it’s 
protection busts and/or any mis-
take in regards to the mental errors, 
that’s extremely disappointing, 
especially where we are at in the 
season.”

LaFleur is right. Eleven weeks 
into the season, the Packers are 
still making preseason mistakes 
— whether that’s missing blocks, 
not communicating on defense or 
mismanaging the clock. 

In a team with a lot of question 
marks, one thing is for certain — 
Watson is a dynamic playmaker 
who has proven that he can jump-
start a stagnant Green Bay offense.
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Watson the playmaker Pack’s offense needs
North Dakota State product has 5 touchdown catches in last 2 games

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

Green Bay Packers receiver Christian Watson (9) celebrates with teammates during the game against the Tennessee Titans on Nov. 17 in Green Bay.
� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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2021 2021

Active
#	 NAME 	 POS. 	 HT. 	 WT. 	 AGE 	 EXP. 	 COLLEGE
2 	 Mason Crosby 	 K 	 6-1 	 207 	 38 	 16 	 Colorado
6 	 Dallin Leavitt 	 S 	 5-10 	 195 	 28 	 4 	 Utah State
7 	 Quay Walker 	 LB 	 6-4 	 241 	 22 	 R 	 Georgia
9 	 Christian Watson 	 WR 	 6-5 	 208 	 23 	 R 	 North Dakota State
10 	 Jordan Love 	 QB 	 6-4 	 219 	 24 	 3 	 Utah State
11 	 Sammy Watkins 	 WR 	 6-1 	 211 	 29 	 9 	 Clemson
12 	 Aaron Rodgers 	 QB 	 6-2 	 225 	 38 	 18 	 California
13 	 Allen Lazard 	 WR 	 6-5 	 227 	 26 	 4 	 Iowa State
16 	 Pat O’Donnell 	 P 	 6-4 	 220 	 31 	 9 	 Miami
18 	 Randall Cobb 	 WR 	 5-10 	 195 	 32 	 12 	 Kentucky
20 	Rudy Ford 	 S 	 6-0 	 200 	 28 	 6 	 Auburn
22 	 Shemar Jean-Charles 	 CB 	 5-10 	 184 	 24 	 2 	 Appalachian State
23 	 Jaire Alexander 	 CB 	 5-10 	 196 	 25 	 5 	 Louisville
24 	 Tariq Carpenter 	 S 	 6-3 	 230 	 23 	 R 	 Georgia Tech
25 	 Keisean Nixon 	 CB 	 5-10 	 200 	 25 	 4 	 South Carolina
26 	 Darnell Savage 	 S 	 5-11 	 198 	 25 	 4 	 Maryland
27 	 Patrick Taylor 	 RB 	 6-2 	 217 	 24 	 2 	 Memphis
28 	 AJ Dillon 	 RB 	 6-0 	 247 	 24 	 3 	 Boston College
29 	 Rasul Douglas 	 CB 	 6-2 	 209 	 27 	 6 	 West Virginia
31 	 Adrian Amos 	 S 	 6-0 	 214 	 29 	 8 	 Penn State
33 	 Aaron Jones 	 RB 	 5-9 	 208 	 27 	 6 	 Texas-El Paso
35 	 Corey Ballentine 	 CB 	 5-11 	 196 	 26 	 4 	 Washburn
44 	Johnathan Abram 	 S 	 5-11 	 205 	 26 	 4 	 Mississippi State
45 	 Eric Wilson 	 LB 	 6-1 	 230 	 28 	 6 	 Cincinnati
50 	Zach Tom 	 OL 	 6-4 	 304 	 23 	 R 	 Wake Forest
51 	 Krys Barnes 	 LB 	 6-2 	 229 	 24 	 3 	 UCLA
53 	 Jonathan Garvin 	 LB 	 6-4 	 257 	 23 	 3 	 Miami
55 	 Kingsley Enagbare 	 LB 	 6-4 	 258 	 22 	 R 	 South Carolina
56 	 Jack Coco 	 LS 	 6-2 	 248 	 24 	 R 	 Georgia Tech
58 	 Isaiah McDuffie 	 LB 	 6-1 	 227 	 23 	 2 	 Boston College
59 	 De’Vondre Campbell 	 LB 	 6-3 	 232 	 29 	 7 	 Minnesota
63 	 Rasheed Walker 	 T 	 6-6 	 324 	 22 	 R 	 Penn State
69 	David Bakhtiari 	 T 	 6-4 	 310 	 31 	 10 	 Colorado
70 	Royce Newman 	 T/G 	 6-5 	 310 	 25 	 2 	 Mississippi
71 	 Josh Myers 	 C/G 	 6-5 	 310 	 24 	 2 	 Ohio State
73 	 Yosh Nijman 	 T 	 6-7 	 314 	 26 	 3 	 Virginia Tech
74 	 Elgton Jenkins 	 G 	 6-5 	 311 	 26 	 4 	 Mississippi State
75 	 Sean Rhyan 	 T/G 	 6-5 	 321 	 22 	 R 	 UCLA

76 	 Jon Runyan 	 G 	 6-4 	 307 	 25 	 3 	 Michigan
78 	 Luke Tenuta 	 T 	 6-8 	 314 	 23 	 R 	 Virginia Tech
81 	 Josiah Deguara 	 TE 	 6-2 	 238 	 25 	 3 	 Cincinnati
83 	 Samori Toure 	 WR 	 6-1 	 191 	 24 	 R 	 Nebraska
84	 Tyler Davis 	 TE 	 6-4 	 252 	 25 	 3 	 Georgia Tech
85 	 Robert Tonyan 	 TE 	 6-5 	 240 	 28 	 5 	 Indiana State
87 	 Romeo Doubs 	 WR 	 6-2 	 204 	 22 	 R 	 Nevada
89 	Marcedes Lewis 	 TE 	 6-6 	 267 	 38 	 17 	 UCLA
90 	Jarran Reed 	 DL 	 6-3 	 307 	 29 	 7 	 Alabama
91 	 Preston Smith 	 LB 	 6-5 	 265 	 30 	 8 	 Mississippi State
93 	 T.J. Slaton 	 DL 	 6-4 	 330 	 25 	 2 	 Florida
94 	 Dean Lowry 	 DL 	 6-6 	 296 	 28 	 7 	 Northwestern
95 	 Devonte Wyatt 	 DL 	 6-3 	 304 	 24 	 R 	 Georgia
97 	 Kenny Clark 	 DL 	 6-3 	 314 	 27 	 7 	 UCLA
99 	 Jonathan Ford 	 DL 	 6-5 	 338 	 24 	 R 	 Miami
Reserve/Injured
21 	 Eric Stokes 	 CB 	 6-0 	 194 	 23 	 2 	 Georgia
40 	Tipa Galeai 	 LB 	 6-5 	 229 	 25 	 2 	 Utah State
52 	 Rashan Gary 	 LB 	 6-5 	 277 	 24 	 4 	 Michigan
67 	 Jake Hanson 	 C 	 6-4 	 296 	 25 	 2 	 Oregon
Reserve/Non-Football Illness
72 	 Caleb Jones 	 T 	 6-9 	 370 	 23 	 R 	 Indiana
Practice Squad
17 	 Ramiz Ahmed 	 K 	 5-11 	 193 	 27 	 1 	 Nevada
19 	 Danny Etling 	 QB 	 6-3 	 222 	 28 	 1 	 LSU
34 	 Micah Abernathy 	 S 	 6-0 	 195 	 25 	 1 	 Tennessee
38 	 Innis Gaines 	 S 	 6-1 	 202 	 24 	 1 	 TCU 
39 	 Tyler Goodson 	 RB 	 5-9 	 197 	 22 	 R 	 Iowa
43 	 Kiondre Thomas 	 CB 	 6-0 	 186 	 24 	 1 	 Kansas State
48 	DQ Thomas 	 LB 	 6-2 	 216 	 23 	 R 	 Middle Tennessee State
49 	 Josh Babicz 	 TE 	 6-6 	 255 	 23 	 R 	 North Dakota State
54 	 La’Darius Hamilton 	 LB 	 6-2 	 261 	 24 	 2 	 North Texas
57 	 Tim Ward 	 LB 	 6-6 	 255 	 25 	 3 	 Old Dominion 
80 	Dede Westbrook 	 WR 	 6-0 	 178 	 28 	 6 	 Oklahoma
82 	 Jeff Cotton 	 WR 	 6-2 	 206 	 25 	 1 	 Idaho
86 	Travis Fulgham 	 WR 	 6-2 	 211 	 27 	 3 	 Old Dominion
88 	 Juwann Winfree 	 WR 	 6-1 	 210 	 26 	 3 	 Colorado
96 	 Jack Heflin 	 DL 	 6-3 	 304 	 24 	 2 	 Iowa
98 	Chris Slayton 	 DL 	 6-4 	 307 	 26 	 1 	 Syracuse

PA C K E R S  R OST E R
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Active
#	 NAME 	 POS. 	 HT. 	 WT. 	 AGE 	 EXP. 	 COLLEGE
1 	 Jalen Hurts 	 QB 	 6-1 	 223 	 24 	 3 	 Oklahoma
2 	 Darius Slay 	 CB 	 6-0 	 190 	 31 	 10 	 Mississippi State
3 	 Zach Pascal 	 WR 	 6-2 	 215 	 27 	 5 	 Old Dominion
4 	 Jake Elliott 	 K 	 5-9 	 167 	 27 	 6	 Memphis
6 	 DeVonta Smith 	 WR 	 6-0 	 170 	 24 	 2 	 Alabama
7 	 Haason Reddick 	 LB 	 6-1 	 240 	 28 	 6 	 Temple
8 	 Arryn Siposs 	 P 	 6-2 	 212 	 29 	 2 	 Auburn
10 	 Gardner Minshew 	 QB 	 6-1 	 225 	 26 	 4 	 Washington State
11 	 A.J. Brown 	 WR 	 6-1 	 226 	 25 	 4 	 Mississippi
14 	 Kenneth Gainwell 	 RB 	 5-9 	 200 	 23 	 2 	 Memphis
16 	 Quez Watkins 	 WR 	 6-0 	 193 	 24 	 3 	 Southern Mississippi
17 	 Nakobe Dean 	 LB 	 5-11 	 231 	 21 	 R 	 Georgia
18 	 Britain Covey 	 WR 	 5-8 	 173 	 25 	 R 	 Utah
19 	 Ian Book 	 QB 	 6-0 	 206 	 24 	 2 	 Notre Dame
21 	 Andre Chachere 	 S 	 6-0 	 200 	 26 	 2 	 San Jose State
22 	 Marcus Epps 	 S 	 6-0 	 198 	 26 	 4 	 Wyoming
23 	 C.J. Gardner-Johnson 	 S 	 5-11 	 210 	 24 	 3 	 Florida
24 	 James Bradberry 	 CB 	 6-1 	 210 	 29 	 7 	 Samford
26 	 Miles Sanders 	 RB 	 5-11 	 211 	 25 	 4 	 Penn State
27 	 Zech McPhearson 	 CB 	 5-11 	 191 	 24 	 2 	 Texas Tech
28 	 Josh Jobe 	 CB 	 5-11 	 190 	 24 	 R 	 Alabama
32 	 Reed Blankenship 	 S 	 6-1 	 203 	 23 	 R 	 Middle Tennessee State
33 	 Josiah Scott 	 CB 	 5-9 	 185 	 23 	 3 	 Michigan State
34 	 Trey Sermon 	 RB 	 6-0 	 215 	 23 	 2 	 Ohio State
35 	 Boston Scott 	 RB 	 5-6 	 203 	 27 	 4 	 Louisiana Tech
42 	 K’Von Wallace 	 S 	 5-11 	 205 	 25 	 3 	 Clemson
43 	 Kyzir White 	 LB 	 6-2 	 234 	 26 	 5	 West Virginia
45 	 Rick Lovato 	 LS 	 6-2 	 249 	 30 	 6 	 Old Dominion
48 	Patrick Johnson 	 LB 	 6-2 	 248 	 24 	 2 	 Tulane
51 	 Cam Jurgens 	 C/G 	 6-3 	 303 	 23 	 R 	 Nebraska
54 	 Shaun Bradley 	 LB 	 6-1 	 240 	 25 	 3 	 Temple
55 	 Brandon Graham 	 DE 	 6-2 	 265 	 34 	 13 	 Michigan
56 	 Isaac Seumalo 	 G 	 6-4 	 303 	 29 	 7 	 Oregon State
57 	 T.J. Edwards 	 LB 	 6-1 	 242 	 26 	 4 	 Wisconsin
58 	 Kyron Johnson 	 LB 	 6-0 	 235 	 24 	 R 	 Kansas
61 	 Josh Sills 	 G 	 6-6 	 325 	 24 	 R 	 Oklahoma State
62 	 Jason Kelce 	 C 	 6-3 	 295 	 35 	 12 	 Cincinnati
63 	 Jack Driscoll 	 T/G 	 6-5 	 312 	 25 	 3 	 Auburn
65 	 Lane Johnson 	 T 	 6-6 	 325 	 32 	 10 	 Oklahoma
68 	 Jordan Mailata 	 T 	 6-8 	 365 	 25 	 5	 None
69 	 Landon Dickerson 	 G 	 6-6 	 332 	 24 	 2 	 Alabama

72 	 Linval Joseph 	 DT 	 6-4 	 328 	 34 	 13 	 East Carolina
74 	 Ndamukong Suh 	 DT 	 6-4 	 307 	 35 	 13 	 Nebraska
77 	 Andre Dillard 	 T 	 6-5 	 315 	 27 	 4 	 Washington State
78 	 Sua Opeta 	 G 	 6-4 	 305 	 26 	 3 	 Weber State
80 	Tyree Jackson 	 TE 	 6-7 	 249 	 25 	 2 	 Buffalo
81 	 Grant Calcaterra 	 TE 	 6-4 	 240 	 23 	 R 	 SMU
89 	 Jack Stoll 	 TE 	 6-4 	 247 	 24 	 2 	 Nebraska
91 	 Fletcher Cox 	 DT 	 6-4 	 310 	 31 	 11 	 Mississippi State
93 	 Milton Williams 	 DT 	 6-3 	 290 	 23 	 2 	 Louisiana Tech
94 	 Josh Sweat 	 DE 	 6-5 	 265 	 25 	 5 	 Florida State
97 	 Javon Hargrave 	 DT 	 6-2 	 305 	 29 	 7 	 South Carolina State
98 	Robert Quinn 	 DE 	 6-4 	 264 	 32 	 12 	 North Carolina
Reserve/Injured
29 	 Avonte Maddox 	 CB 	 5-9 	 184 	 26 	 5 	 Pittsburgh
46 	Jaeden Graham 	 TE 	 6-4 	 250 	 27 	 4 	 Yale
59 	 Janarius Robinson 	 DE 	 6-5 	 260 	 24 	 2 	 Florida State
88 	Dallas Goedert 	 TE 	 6-5 	 256 	 27 	 5 	 South Dakota State
90 	Jordan Davis 	 DT 	 6-6 	 336 	 22 	 R 	 Georgia
95 	 Marlon Tuipulotu 	 DT 	 6-2 	 307 	 23 	 2 	 USC
96 	Derek Barnett 	 DE 	 6-3 	 259 	 26 	 6 	 Tennessee
Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform
64	 Brett Toth 	 T/G 	 6-6 	 304 	 26 	 4 	 Army
Practice Squad
	 Javelin Guidry 	 CB 	 5-9 	 191 	 24 	 3 	 Utah
	 Fred Johnson 	 T 	 6-7 	 326 	 25 	 4 	 Florida
13 	 Auden Tate 	 WR 	 6-5 	 228 	 25 	 5 	 Florida State
30 	Kennedy Brooks 	 RB 	 5-11 	 213 	 24 	 R 	 Oklahoma
31 	 Mario Goodrich 	 CB 	 6-0 	 186 	 22 	 R 	 Clemson
38	 Marquise Blair 	 S 	 6-1 	 196 	 25 	 4 	 Utah
52 	 Davion Taylor 	 LB 	 6-1 	 230 	 24 	 3 	 Colorado
53 	 Christian Elliss 	 LB 	 6-3 	 233 	 23 	 1 	 Idaho
66 	Matt Leo 	 DE 	 6-7 	 280 	 30 	 1 	 Iowa State
67 	 Cameron Tom 	 C 	 6-4 	 300 	 27 	 5 	 Southern Mississippi
73 	 Marvin Wilson 	 DT 	 6-4 	 303 	 24 	 1 	 Florida State
74 	 Roderick Johnson 	 T 	 6-6 	 300 	 26 	 5 	 Florida State
75 	 Tarron Jackson 	 DE 	 6-2 	 254 	 24 	 2 	 Coastal Carolina
76 	 Tyrese Robinson 	 G 	 6-3 	 324 	 23 	 R 	 Oklahoma
82 	 Devon Allen 	 WR 	 6-1 	 190 	 27 	 R 	 Oregon
83 	 Noah Togiai 	 TE 	 6-4 	 244 	 25 	 2 	 Oregon State
84 	Greg Ward 	 WR 	 5-11 	 190 	 27 	 4 	 Houston
Practice Squad/Injured
	 Jarrid Williams 	 T 	 6-6 	 325 	 25 	 R 	 Miami

E A G L E S  R OST E R
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Ma s t e r Br e w e r aa r o n Gi l l i n G

EXCLUSIVELY IN SHAWANO EXCLUSIVELY IN SHAWANO 
Available at these locations

Charlies Country Market, Stubborn 
Brothers Brewery, And The Stock Market

JOIN THE CLUB JOIN THE CLUB 
AARON GILLING

RETURN OF A CLASSICRETURN OF A CLASSIC STUBBORN BROTHERS BREWERY

Shawano Club PilsnerShawano Club Pilsner
B R E W E D  I N  1 9 1 4  &  N OW  2 0 2 2B R E W E D  I N  1 9 1 4  &  N OW  2 0 2 2

FYI
Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of 

Nov. 20, 10 a.m.
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Rasheed Walker
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Elgton Jenkins
Sean Rhyan
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TE
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Marcedes Lewis 
Robert Tonyan

Romeo Doubs
Samori Toure

Sammy Watkins

WR
Allen Lazard

Christian Watson

QB

Aaron Rodgers
Jordan Love

RB

Aaron Jones
A.J. Dillon

Dean Lowry 
Devonte Wyatt

Kenny Clark
T.J. Slaton

Jarran Reed
Devonte Wyatt

Preston Smith
Jonathan Garvin

De’Vondre Campbell
Isaiah McDuffie

Quay Walker
Krys Barnes

Kingsley Enagbare
Jonathan Garvin

Rasul Douglas
Shemar Jean-Charles

Jaire Alexander
Keisean Nixon

Adrian Amos
Dallin Leavitt

Darnell Savage
Rudy Ford

NT DE

OLB ILB ILB OLB

CB CB

S S

OFFENSE
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PA C K E R S  D E P T H  C H A RTG A M E  V I TA L S
GREEN BAY PACKERS AT 

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES
WHEN: 7:20 p.m., Sunday
WHERE: Lincoln Financial Field
TV: NBC

RADIO: 620 AM (WTMJ), Sirius 
Satellite Radio (WTMJ feed)

T H E  S E R I E S
Packers vs. Eagles
All-time, regular season: 27-15
All-time, postseason: 1-2
All-time, at Eagles: 10-11
Streaks: The Green Bay Pack-

ers have won three of the past four 
meetings against the Philadelphia 
Eagles. The Eagles had just two wins 
in their last eight matchups against 
the Packers.
Last meeting, regular season: 
Dec. 6, 2020, Packers won 30-16 
at Lambeau Field. Aaron Rodgers 
threw three touchdowns and Aaron 
Jones rushed for 130 yards and a 
score to power Green Bay to vic-
tory.

S C H E D U L E
Date 	 Opponent 	 Time 	 TV
Sept. 11 	 at Minnesota 	 Loss 23-7
Sept. 18 	 vs. Chicago 	 Win 27-10
Sept. 25 	at Tampa Bay 	 Win 14-12
Oct. 2 	 vs. New England 	 Win 27-24 (OT)
Oct. 9 	 vs. N.Y. Giants (London)	 Loss 27-22
Oct. 16 	 vs. N.Y. Jets 	 Loss 27-10
Oct. 23 	 at Washington 	 Loss 23-21
Oct. 30 	 at Buffalo 	 Loss 27-17
Nov. 6 	 at Detroit 	 Loss 15-9
Nov. 13 	 vs. Dallas 	 Win 31-28
Nov. 17 	 vs. Tennessee 	 Loss 27-17
Nov. 27 	 at Philadelphia 	 7:20 p.m. 	NBC
Dec. 4 	 at Chicago 	 noon 	 FOX
Bye week
Dec. 19 	 vs. L.A. Rams 	 7:15 p.m. 	 ESPN
Dec. 25 	 at Miami 	 noon 	 FOX
Jan. 1 	 vs. Minnesota 	 3:25 p.m. 	 CBS
Jan. 7/8 	 vs. Detroit 	 TBD 	 TBD
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S C H E D U L E

PA C K  STAT S

OLB

CRG LGRT LT
Lane Johnson
Jack Driscoll

Isaac Seumalo
Josh Sills

Jason Kelce
Cam Jurgens

Landon Dickerson
Sua Opeta

Jordan Mailata
Andre Dillard

WR

TE

WR

Jack Stoll
Grant Calcaterra

A.J. Brown
Zach Pascal

DeVonta Smith

WR
Quez Watkins
Britain Covey

QB

Jalen Hurts
Gardner Minshew

RB

Miles Sanders
Boston Scott

Haason Reddick
Patrick Johnson

Fletcher Cox
Milton Williams

Javon Hargrave
Linval Joseph

Brandon Graham
Robert Quinn

Josh Sweat

T.J. Edwards
Nakobe Dean

James Bradberry
Josh Jobe

Kyzir White
Shaun Bradley

Darius Slay
Zech McPhearson

DT DTDE DE

MLB

CB

OLB

CB

S S

OFFENSE

DEFENSE

E A G L E S  D E P T H  C H A RT

C.J. Gardner-Johnson
K’Von Wallace

Marcus Epps
Reed Blankenship

PASSING
Yards
Aaron Rodgers 2,542
Touchdowns
Aaron Rodgers 19
RUSHING
Yards
Aaron Jones 778
AJ Dillon 467
Touchdowns
Aaron Jones 2
AJ Dillon 1
RECEIVING
Catches
Robert Tonyan 41
Aaron Jones 40
Allen Lazard 38
Romeo Doubs 31
Randall Cobb 24
Yards
Allen Lazard 529
Robert Tonyan 342
Randall Cobb 330
Romeo Doubs 314

Aaron Jones 248
Touchdowns
Allen Lazard 5
Christian Watson 5
Aaron Jones 3
Romeo Doubs 3
DEFENSE
Total tackles
Quay Walker 82
De’Vondre Campbell 64
Adrian Amos 62
Rasul Douglas 51
Kenny Clark 41
Darnell Savage 41
Sacks
Rashan Gary 6
Preston Smith 5
Kenny Clark 3
Kingsley Enagbare 2
Interceptions
Jaire Alexander 3
Rasul Douglas 2
Rudy Ford 2
De’Vondre Campbell 1

Thursday’s Games
Buffalo at Detroit, 11:30 a.m.
N.Y. Giants at Dallas, 3:30 p.m.
New England at Minnesota, 7:20 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Denver at Carolina, noon
Tampa Bay at Cleveland, noon
Baltimore at Jacksonville, noon
Houston at Miami, noon
Chicago at N.Y. Jets, noon
Cincinnati at Tennessee, noon
Atlanta at Washington, noon
L.A. Chargers at Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at Seattle, 3:05 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Kansas City, 3:25 p.m.
New Orleans at San Francisco, 3:25 p.m.
Green Bay at Philadelphia, 7:20 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Pittsburgh at Indianapolis, 7:15 p.m.
Next Thursday’s Games
Buffalo at New England, 7:15 p.m.



The movie “Hope Floats” has noth-
ing to do with football. But with their 
victory over the Dallas Cowboys, the 
Green Bay Packers’ playoff hopes were 
afloat.

Then the Tennessee Titans came to 
town and produced the sequel.

“Hope Sunk.”
The Packers were booed off the 

field before halftime and again late in 
the fourth quarter before the frozen 
fans headed to the exits. Barring a 
miracle, the 27-17 loss to the Titans 
will have been the final torpedo shot 
into the underachieving Packers.

Headed into Sunday night’s game at 
the powerhouse Philadelphia Eagles, 
here are six individual statistical rea-
sons why the Packers have been such 
underachievers.

Aaron Rodgers: Efficiency
During his MVP seasons of 2020 

and 2021, Rodgers was around 69% 
completions, 4,200 yards, 43 touch-
downs, five interceptions and 8 yards 
per attempt. This year, he’s at 64.6% 
completions, projections of 3,930 
yards, 29 touchdowns and 11 intercep-
tions, and 6.8 yards per attempt.

There are a myriad of reasons, 
starting with the obvious of the offsea-
son trade of Davante Adams. Adams 
was a great player who got open most 
of the time. What a luxury. And what a 
security blanket to know that, whether 
it’s first-and-10 in the first quarter or 
third-and-8 in the fourth quarter, that 
the No. 1 read on any play would get 
open.

Rodgers has strong connections 
with Allen Lazard and Randall Cobb, 
but they’re not Adams. The most 
talented receivers on the roster are 
rookies Romeo Doubs and Christian 
Watson, but Doubs has missed most of 
the last three games with a high-ankle 
sprain and Watson missed so much 
time with a hamstring injury, concus-
sion and feared concussion that he 
didn’t play more than 40 snaps in a 
game until his breakout performance 
in week 10 against Dallas.

Combined, the players with the 
connection aren’t super-talented, and 
the players who are talented don’t 
have the connection.

The interceptions number, while 
still quite good, is noteworthy. He 
hasn’t thrown more than eight inter-
ceptions since tossing 11 in 2010.

“If we play up to our potential, 
we can win our last six games. I’m 
confident in that,” Rodgers said after 
a shaky performance vs. the Titans. 
“Obviously, I’ve got to play up to my 

potential. Tonight wasn’t it.”

Allen Lazard: Not No. 1
During training camp, Rodgers 

called Lazard a No. 1 receiver. It was 
a ludicrous statement at the time and 
ludicrous today. Lazard is a quality 
player and excellent role player. Every 
team would love to have someone like 
him. A No. 1 receiver, though? No way.

As a supporting player, Lazard was 
coming off three consecutive seasons 
in which he averaged about 36 recep-
tions, 480 yards and five touchdowns. 
Lazard was never a focal point for 
defensive coordinators, but he is now.

The raw numbers are there with 
38 receptions for 529 yards and five 
touchdowns. His 13.9-yard average is 
the best mark of his career. However, 
after catching 67.8% of his targets in 
2021, 73.3% in 2020 and 68.6% in 2019, 
he’s at 58.5% this season. It’s harder 
to get open when you’re facing better 
cornerbacks.

AJ Dillon: Powerless
At about 245 pounds of bulging 

biceps and thick thighs, Dillon should 
be a nightmare for defenses. He is, in a 
way. He’s almost never brought down 
by just one defender. On the other 

hand, he’s generally stopped by one 
defender before being taken down by a 
host of others.

According to Pro Football Focus, 32 
running backs have at least 90 carries 
entering week 12. Dillon ranks 20th 
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T E L L I N G  PA C K E R S  STAT I ST I C S
By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers shovels the ball during the team’s game against the Tennessee Titans on Nov. 17 in Green Bay.
� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Green Bay Packers defensive lineman Kenny Clark, center, tries to elude a block and bring down the ball 
carrier during the Tennessee Titans game Nov. 17 in Green Bay.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA



with 117 carries but is just 26th with 17 
missed tackles, 28th with eight carries 
of 10-plus yards, 19th with 2.93 yards 
per carry after contact and 30th in 
elusive rating, a metric that attempts 
to measure the impact of a runner 
independent of his blocking.

The Packers hoped Aaron Jones 
and Dillon could carry the load, liter-
ally, in the post-Davante Adams of-
fense. Jones has been great, but Dillon 
has been a bit underwhelming.

Elgton Jenkins: Not at home
As a rookie left guard in 2019, Jen-

kins didn’t allow a single sack. As a Pro 
Bowl left guard in 2020, he allowed 
one sack. Forced out to left tackle to 
replace David Bakhtiari in 2021, he al-
lowed two sacks in eight games before 
suffering a torn ACL.

The Packers moved him to right 
tackle, their weakest spot on the line, 
with the belief that Jenkins’ talent and 
proven versatility would be enough to 
overcome any lingering affects from 
the knee injury.

In nine games, he’s allowed three 
sacks — two at right tackle and one 
since moving back to left guard. 
Jenkins is a high-quality player. He’ll 
be much better once the knee injury is 
fully beyond him. But, headed into the 
stretch run, he has not been a domi-
nant player.

Kenny Clark: Not much pressure
Clark’s a two-time Pro Bowler and 

one of the best three-down defensive 
tackles in the NFL. He’s not Aaron 
Donald but he’s right in that next tier, 
which he demonstrated at the start of 

the season.
In the first three games, Clark re-

corded two sacks and five quarterback 
hits, according to the official NFL stats, 
and three quarterback hits and 13 pres-
sures, according to PFF.

In the last eight games, Clark has 
only one sack and one quarterback hit 
(vs. Dallas), according to the league, 
and one sack, zero quarterback hits 
and 16 pressures, according to PFF.

He’s on pace for 25 pressures, 
which would be the fewest of his 
career.

Eric Stokes: Year 2 disappointment
If not for one poor game at Min-

nesota last season, the first-round pick 
might have earned All-Rookie hon-
ors. Teams count on quantum leaps 
forward from players in their second 
season, so what would Stokes for an 
encore?

According to PFF, Stokes gave up a 
51% catch rate, 6.1 yards per target and 
a 79.1 passer rating while missing 9.2% 
of his tackle attempts as a rookie.

This year, he allowed an 84% catch 
rate, 11 yards per target and a 125.8 
passer rating while missing 16.1% of 
his tackle attempts before suffering a 
season-ending ankle surgery against 
Detroit.

With Stokes’ slide and Rasul Doug-
las going from a 50.8% completion 
rate in 2021 to 71.8% in 2022 and Jaire 
Alexander going from 50.7% during 
his All-Pro season of 2020 to 58.7% in 
2022, it’s no wonder why the Packers’ 
defense has been such a disappoint-
ment.
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CorrespondentsCorrespondents

Send a cover letter detailing your writing 
and photography experience and your 

fees, along with any clips you might 
have, to news@newmedia-wi.com. Put 

“Correspondent” in the header.

Correspondents serve as extra eyes and ears in the 
community to keep readers informed about all aspects 

of the place they call home, supplementing NEW 
Media’s print and online products. Self-starting writers 
and photographers work on a freelance basis. Currently, 

we have the following available:
• Oconto County correspondent needed to cover 

community events and tell feature stories in 
Gillett, Oconto Falls, Lena and Suring.

• Western Shawano County correspondent 
needed to tell feature stories and cover 

events in Wittenberg, Birnamwood, Tigerton, 
Aniwa, Mattoon and Bowler.

• Menominee County correspondent needed 
to cover events and tell feature stories on the 

Menominee Reservation.
• The sports editor needs correspondents 

to write about high school sporting 
events and take photos in Shawano, 

Menominee and/or Oconto counties.

Green Bay Packers outside linebacker Preston Smith (91) sacks Tennessee Titans quarterback Ryan 
Tannehill (17) during a Nov. 17 game in Green Bay.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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The Green Bay Packers will travel 
to face the Philadelphia Eagles at 7:20 
p.m. on Sunday at Lincoln Financial 
Field, Philadelphia. NBC will televise 
the game.

History
In a series that dates to 1933, the 

Packers lead 29-17 (28-15 regular sea-
son; 1-2 playoffs).

The Packers have won six of the 
last eight, including 30-16 on Dec. 6, 
2020, at Lambeau Field. Aaron Jones 
put the icing on the cake with a 77-
yard touchdown run.

The last meeting in Philadelphia 
came in 2016. That was game one of 
“Run the Table,” with Green Bay win-
ning 27-13.

Coaches
Green Bay — Matt LaFleur, fourth 

season. Philadelphia — Nick Sirianni, 
second season.

When the Eagles have the ball
The Eagles boast a well-rounded of-

fense. Before their week 11 game, they 
ranked third with 27.3 points per game. 
They were sixth in rushing with 142.7 
yards per game and second with 7.90 
yards per passing attempt.

They were fourth on third down 
(47% conversions), second on fourth 
down (75%) and third in the red zone 
(72.7% touchdowns). They were also 
No. 1 with only seven turnovers.

With Eagles quarterback Jalen 
Hurts, Green Bay’s defense will face 
a challenge on par with going against 
Buffalo’s Josh Allen. Hurts should be 
right in the middle of the MVP conver-
sation. He’s having a fantastic season.

As a quarterback, he was third 
with a 106.5 passer rating and second 
with 8.37 yards per attempt. Plus, he’d 
added 354 rushing yards (3.8 average). 
Between passing (14) and rushing 
(seven), he’d accounted for 21 touch-
downs.

Miles Sanders was 10th with 710 
rushing yards. He was averaging a 
robust 4.97 yards per carry.

Aaron Rodgers could only wish he 
had a one-two receiver punch of A.J. 
Brown, who was acquired in a trade 
with the Titans, and DeVonta Smith, 
last year’s first-round pick.

Brown is a big man and a big-play 
threat with 44 catches for 725 yards 
and six scores through 10 weeks. Smith 
had a team-high 46 catches, which 
he’d turned into 481 yards and three 
touchdowns.

The Eagles will be down one key 
cog with tight end Dallas Goedert on 

injured reserve. He’s third on the team 
with 43 receptions.

Green Bay’s pass defense, which 
gave up 333 too-easy passing yards to 
Titans quarterback Ryan Tannehill, 
needs to cut out the mental mistakes 
that let receivers run free through the 
secondary.

“Yeah, that was certainly disap-
pointing,” LaFleur said. “I thought for 
the most part we did a pretty good job 
defending the run. Any time you hold 
Derrick (Henry) to under 100 yards 
and a little over 3 yards a carry, that 
was a pretty solid effort. It leaves you 
a little susceptible on the back end, 
where you’ve got to be good.

“The thing that’s disappointing is 
just the busts, when you have guys that 
don’t play their responsibility and you 
get guys running free. That happened 
on three of the big, explosive plays that 
they had.”

The offensive line is excellent with 
left tackle Jordan Mailata, left guard 
Landon Dickerson, center Jason Kelce, 
right guard Isaac Seumalo and right 
tackle Lane Johnson.

Mailata, a former rugby player 
from Australia, is the weak link but the 
Packers have struggled to create pres-
sure without Rashan Gary.

When the Packers have the ball
Heading into week 11, Philadelphia 

was eighth with 18.6 points allowed 
per game and third with 302.4 yards 
allowed per game.

The Eagles are superb against the 
pass, ranking second in yards per game 
(177.2) and yards per play (5) but vul-
nerable against the run, where it’s 20th 
in yards per game (124.8) and 26th in 
yards per carry (4.74). It is a big-play 
unit, ranking first with 20 takeaways 
and fifth in sack percentage.

The defensive front is robust. At 

the trade deadline, the Eagles acquired 
Robert Quinn from the Bears. He 
ranked second in the NFL in sacks last 
year. And last week, they added vet-
eran defensive tackles Linval Joseph 
and Ndamukong Suh off the street. 
Throw in veteran Brandon Graham 
and that, incredibly, is the Eagles’ No. 2 
defensive line.

As for the starters, the tackles are 
Fletcher Cox and Javon Hargrave 
with Josh Sweat and Haason Reddick 
manning the edges. Reddick, a former 
standout in Carolina, had 6½ sacks and 
three forced fumbles.

Sweat has 3½ sacks and team-
leading totals of 12 quarterback hits 
and eight tackles for losses. While the 
multi-time Pro Bowler Cox is the big 
name, Hargrave is the secret star with 
a team-high seven sacks.

The linebackers are former Wis-
consin star T.J. Edwards, and Kyzir 
White. Edwards has blossomed into 
a really good pro after entering the 
league as an undrafted free agent in 
2019. He had 86 tackles, two sacks, 
five tackles for losses and five passes 
defensed through 10 weeks. White is 
second with 63 tackles.

Starting cornerbacks Darius Slay 
and James Bradberry are excellent. 
Josiah Scott mans the slot. C.J. Gard-
ner-Johnson and Marcus Epps are the 
safeties. Slay has three interceptions 
and, according to Pro Football Focus, 
has allowed a 43.1% completion rate 
and 41.2 passer rating.

Bradberry is practically a carbon 
copy with three interceptions, 43.1% 
and a 41.2 rating. Gardner-Johnson 
had five interceptions in three seasons 
with the Saints but has six in his debut 
season with Philly.

Special teams
In Football Outsiders’ rankings, 

Philadelphia ranked 24th and Green 
Bay is 30th.

Undrafted rookie receiver Britain 
Covey, one of the top returners in 
NCAA history while at Utah, handles 
kickoffs and punts. He’s found the NFL 
to be more difficult than the Pac-12. 
He’s averaging 6.5 yards per punt re-
turn and 20.6 yards per kickoff return.

Jake Elliott is the kicker. He’s 6-of-8 
on field goals this season. In his sixth 
season, he’s 60.0% for his career from 
50-plus yards.

Arryn Siposs is the punter. He’s 
averaging 46.3 yards per punt with 
a net average of 41.8. Opponents are 
averaging only 6.7 yards per return.

For the Packers, veteran receiver/
punt returner Dede Westbrook, who 
signed to the practice squad last week, 
could make his debut.
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Green Bay Packers tight end Robert Tonyan carries the ball during a game against the Tennessee Titans 
on Nov. 17 in Green Bay.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA



A 333-yard and two touchdown 
performance from Ryan Tannehill put 
a quick end to the Green Bay Packers’ 
momentum, as the Tennessee Titans 
took down the Packers 27-17 on Nov. 17 
in Green Bay.

Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers 
finished the game with 227 passing 
yards and two touchdown passes. 
Rookie wide receiver Christian Wat-
son was once again the benefactor of 
Rodgers’ touchdown passes, scoring 
both of them.

Watson has now recorded five 
touchdowns in the past two games, ac-
counting for 30 of Green Bay’s last 48 
points. Watson became the first rookie 
wide receiver for the Packers to record 
multiple touchdowns in back-to-back 
games since Max McGee in 1954.

The loss stops any momentum that 
Green Bay had from its emotional win 
against Dallas last week, as the Packers 
have now lost six of their past seven 
games.

It was obvious that Green Bay’s 
gameplan was to stop Titans running 
back Derrick Henry — something that 
they did well, holding the All-Pro to 87 
rushing yards on 28 attempts. Henry 
accounted for two total touchdowns, 
running one in and passing one on a 
jump-pass.

While Henry failed to top the 100-
yard mark, Tennessee took control of 
the clock in the first half, as Green Bay 
totaled just 19 plays. One of Tennes-
see’s drives lasted 19 plays for just over 
10 minutes in the second quarter.

“Obviously, extremely disappointed 
right now,” said Packers head coach 
Matt LaFleur. “To put on a perfor-
mance like that, I just don’t even know 
what to say. It was nothing like a few 
days ago, and that’s why you’re only as 
good as your last game.”

Veteran wide receiver Randall 
Cobb found his way back into the 
lineup, returning from injury. Cobb led 
the team in receiving with 73 yards on 
six catches.

Allen Lazard added another 57 
yards on five catches. In terms of 
rushing, the Packers only ran 19 times, 
with Aaron Jones accounting for 40 

yards, A.J. Dillon accounting for 13 and 
Watson recording three.

“They stopped the run. They 
gloved us in the back end,” said Rodg-
ers.

After releasing wide receiver/punt 
returner Amari Rodgers the week 
prior, Keisean Nixon provided the best 
return of the season, returning a punt 
to the Tennessee 44-yard line late in 
the fourth quarter.

Down 10, the drive instantly stalled, 
as a Jones reception, a Jones rush and 
an incompletion intended for Lazard 
forced fourth down with 5:26 remain-
ing. On fourth down, Rodgers’ pass, 
intended for Lazard, was incomplete 
and the Titans took back over.

From there, Tennessee’s drive 
lasted just 16 seconds as a Preston 
Smith sack forced the Titans to punt.

Following the punt, Green Bay put 
together a 10-play drive, with Rodgers 
throwing for 49 yards on the drive. 

Faced with fourth-and-one from Ten-
nessee’s 44-yard line, Jones was stuffed 
by Titans linebacker David Long Jr., 
forcing Green Bay to turn the ball over 
on downs.

Tennessee opened the game strong, 
with Henry accounting for 18 total 
yards. The drive was capped off with 
Tannehill completing a 14-yard touch-
down pass to backup running back 
Dontrell Hilliard.

Green Bay got on to the board late 
in the first quarter, as Rodgers hit 
Watson in the back of the end zone on 
a free play for 14 yards. Cobb provided 
the big play on the drive, taking a 
crossing route for 24 yards. The subse-
quent extra point was blocked.

Henry scored his first touchdown 
of the game on a 10-play drive from 
Tennessee that included a 9-yard 
reception from wide receiver Robert 
Woods on a third-and-seven.

Green Bay answered back on its 

first drive on the second half on a 
Mason Crosby field goal to cut the lead 
to five. Scoring continued to pick up 
as Tennessee immediately marched 
down the field, culminating in Henry’s 
touchdown pass to tight end Austin 
Hooper.

Green Bay’s next score came on 
the next drive with a Watson 8-yard 
touchdown, followed by a Jones two-
point conversion.

A 16-yard receiving touchdown 
from Hooper proved to be the dagger, 
as Tennessee’s defense held Green Bay 
out of the end zone for the remainder 
of the game.

“They were obviously more physi-
cal and made a lot more plays than we 
made,” said LaFleur. “There was no 
consistency in terms of being compli-
mentary, offensively and defensively.”

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2022  •  NEW MEDIA  •  www.newmedia-wi.com  •  PAGE 13

Packers drop to 4-7 after loss to Titans
Green Bay has 

now lost 6 of its 
last 7 games

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com

Green Bay Packers wide receiver Randall Cobb, right, runs with the ball during a loss to the Tennessee Titans on Nov. 17 in Green Bay.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA



Samori Toure started his collegiate 
career at Montana before transferring 
to Nebraska for his senior season. A 
seventh-round draft pick who was 
given the nickname Capt. Casual for 
his work habits, Toure didn’t play the 
first six weeks of the regular season.

He made his NFL debut in week 
seven at Washington and caught a 37-
yard touchdown pass against Buffalo 
in week eight.

Q: Where did the Capt. Casual 
nickname come from?

A: They felt like I wasn’t giving the 
effort or the finish that I should, and 
I agree with that. You’re supposed 
to burst for 15 (yards) every time 
you catch the ball, and there were a 
few times I didn’t do that and (coach 
Matt) LaFleur would always say, ‘You 
look real casual out there. You’re 
never going to be able to reach your 
potential if you’re not really just fin-
ishing and stop being casual. Be more 
intentional with everything.’

So, that’s kind of how that nick-
name came about. You don’t want to 
be known as that guy who’s casual, so 
I guess my practice habits just started 

to gradually get better.
Q: Did that bother you?
A: I wasn’t mad, but I was just like, 

‘Dang, that’s not what you want to 
be known for.’ Like I said, you don’t 
want one of the greatest quarterbacks 
thinking you’re casual, so I’m like, ‘All 
right, if that’s what they think of me, 
I’ve got to change something.’

Q: Is that just your personality?
A: Yeah, I think that was a big part 

of it, just because I’m so laid back off 
the field. I kind of let my laid-back 
personality carry over to the field. 
Once I step on that field, I can’t be 
laid back anymore. I can still be calm, 
cool and collected, but I’ve got to be 
intentional with everything.

Q: Was there a moment when 
you cranked it up?

A: I think ‘12’ said something about 
it. He pulled me aside after practice 
and was basically saying, ‘You could 
be really good; you’ve just got to fin-
ish everything. Be intentional with 
everything,’ and he said, ‘I think you 

should be suiting up by midseason.’ 
So, that was a moment where I was 
like, ‘OK, I need to step it up.’

Q: That first career touchdown 
at Buffalo, did you keep the ball?

A; Yeah, I kept the ball. It’s in my 
locker.

Q: Any plans for it?
A: Just take it home. Maybe even-

tually frame it. I don’t know. I might 
ask him to sign it, but I don’t know if I 
want to ask him.

Q: Coming out of high school, 
what did people miss that led you 
to Montana?

A: It was probably a mixture of 
things. I never really went to any 
camps until I was going into my 
senior year, so I kind of started be-
hind the eight-ball. I was in Oregon, 
which isn’t considered California or 
Texas when it comes to recruiting. So, 
people were watching my film saying, 
‘Who is he going against?’

And then the last thing would be 
my size. I was probably 160 soaking 
wet coming out of high school. So, it 
was a combination of all those things.

Q: So, is the NFL a dream at that 
point in your life? Not that Mon-
tana is a bad program, but it’s not a 
football factory, either.

A: Coming out of high school, 
yeah, that’s the dream, obviously, but 
you can’t even really think about that 
unless you play college. So, my whole 
mindset was I want to be able to play 
DI and dominate the DI level and then 
see what comes after that.

Q: Does being overlooked, 
whether it was in college or not 
being invited to the Scouting 
Combine motivate you? Or what is 
your motivation?

A: I have a lot of different motiva-
tions. My loved ones, my mom is defi-
nitely my No. 1. Yeah, I definitely let 
that stuff drive me. I’m used to that. 
It’s been like that my whole career.

Definitely being the fifth-to-last 
pick in the draft, not being invited 
to the Combine, it’s just a little extra 
motivation.

Q: So, once you got to the NFL, 
did you have to prove to yourself 
that you belonged?

A: I knew that from Day 1. Dur-
ing the draft, after Nebraska, I was 
realistic with myself. I had people in 
my ear telling me that I was going in 
the fifth round to the seventh round. 
I knew I was going to be Day 3 but I 
knew I was better than that. It’s about 
showing everybody else.
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AT A GLANCE
Position: Wide Receiver
Age: 24
Season: Rookie
College: Nebraska

Q & A  W I T H  SA M O R I  TO U R E
By BILL HUBER
Correspondent
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