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Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers walks off the field after the team defeated the Dallas Cowboys on Nov. 13 in Green Bay. GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Packers to build off of confidence for playoff run

Rookie receiver provides much-needed spark for a stagnant offense

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

After describing the week nine
loss to the Detroit Lions as “rock
bottom,” quarterback Aaron Rodg-
ers was not ready to give up on the
season after a week 10 win against
Dallas.

“I felt like that was the bottom
and it was only up from there,” said
Rodgers. “I think a lot of the battles
that we face are between I and I —
between the person that can go out
there and dominate, and knows that
they can, and the little voice in your
head that tries to knock you off that
confident perch that you’re on.”

Worries of falling to 3-7 were
squashed though with Green Bay’s
recent overtime win over the Dallas
Cowboys. While a 4-6 record is not
considered great — or even good
— it does shine a small bright light
onto a team that has been looking for
one since week four. Not only a win,
but an emotional win against former
head coach Mike McCarthy may be
what this Packers team needs to get
it’s season back on track.

A major reason for Green Bay’s
win over Dallas came on the back
of rookie wide receiver Christian
Watson, who not only recorded his
first receiving touchdown, but his
first three receiving touchdowns.

A performance like this from a
receiver looked to be somewhat of
what the Packers need this season,
as the offense has gotten very stag-
nant at times.

Rodgers has talked in detail over
the past few weeks about getting
Watson more involved in the of-
fense, something that was unable to
happen due to injuries. If Watson
can stay healthy, this game against
Dallas may be the piece that gen-
eral manager Brian Gutekunst held
out at the trade deadline for.

“Obviously, he’s really, really
fast,” said Rodgers. “We’ve got to
get him to catch the ball a little
more consistently, but not much
negative you can say after his per-
formance tonight.”

Getting back into the win col-
umn is a bright spot for Green Bay,
not only to stay in playoff con-
tention, but to also give the team
something to build off of. The win
over Dallas almost proved to be a
statement win for Green Bay, show-
ing the other teams in the NFL that

Green Bay Packers running back Aaron Jones runs with the ball during a game against the Dallas Cowboys on Nov. 13 in Green Bay.  GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

the Packers are not just going to lay
down and die this season. Getting
back to the run game seemed very
apparent for Green Bay, something
Rodgers knows has to be used in
order to continue to build momen-
tum.

“I think that we can run the
football pretty well and you’ve got
to in the wintertime,” said Rodg-
ers, referring to Green Bay’s 207
rushing yards against Dallas. “With
the question marks in protection at
times and the health of our receiv-
ers, I feel like this is definitely a
formula that can work for us. We
still have to throw it downfield,
but until people are going to give
us a heavy dose of one-high, we’re
going to run the football and then
use play-action to take some shots
downfield.”

Head coach Matt LaFleur
said that a win like this, over the
Cowboys, should give the Packers

enough confidence to build off of
for their next game. Confidence is
something that Green Bay needs at
this point.

Suffering a five-game losing
streak in the middle of the season
and seeing multiple players go
down throughout the season with
major injuries was shaping up to be
a recipe for disaster, especially at
a time when Rodgers’ future with
the team is unpredictable. With a
multitude of teams that are over
.500 left on it’s schedule, confi-
dence should be the number one
thing that Green Bay rallies around
as they look to make a push for the
playofts.

“I do think it’s tough anytime
you do go through a stretch like
that — it’s hard to shut out the
negativity,” said LaFleur. “There’s a
lot of negativity out there and you
just can’t let that filter in and affect
what you believe. That’s something

we talk about all of the time, you
have to believe in yourself and you
have to believe in the guys next to
you.”

Circling back to Watson, LaF-
leur seems to know that getting
the young receiver as much con-
fidence as the team can will only
have a positive result for Green
Bay. Establishing a number one
receiver should give Green Bay the
personnel that they need to open
up running lanes and to continue to
effectively run the football.

“Christian, obviously he’s got
elite size and elite speed and I do
think that he’s going to continue to
get better and better, because I see
him and how he works on a daily
basis,” said LaFleur. “That gives us
confidence in terms of just wanting
to continue to go to him in some
critical moments.”

Ireimer@newmedia-wi.com
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PACKERS ROSTER

Active

NAME

Mason Crosby
Dallin Leavitt
Quay Walker
Amari Rodgers
Christian Watson
10 Jordan Love

11 Sammy Watkins
12 Aaron Rodgers
13 Allen Lazard

16 Pat O'Donnell
20 Rudy Ford

22 Shemar Jean-Charles
23 Jaire Alexander
24 Tariq Carpenter
25 Keisean Nixon
26 Darnell Savage
28 AJ Dillon

29 Rasul Douglas
31 Adrian Amos

32 Kylin Hill

33 Aaron Jones

35 Corey Ballentine
44 Johnathan Abram
45 Eric Wilson

50 Zach Tom

51 Krys Barnes

53 Jonathan Garvin
55 Kingsley Enagbare
56 Jack Coco

58 Isaiah McDuffie
59 De'Vondre Campbell
63 Rasheed Walker
69 David Bakhtiari
70 Royce Newman
71 Josh Myers

73 Yosh Nijman

74 Elgton Jenkins
75 Sean Rhyan
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76 Jon Runyan

78 Luke Tenuta
81 Josiah Deguara
83 Samori Toure
84 Tyler Davis

85 Robert Tonyan
87 Romeo Doubs
89 Marcedes Lewis
90 Jarran Reed

91 Preston Smith
93 T.J.Slaton

94 Dean Lowry
95 Devonte Wyatt
97 Kenny Clark
99 Jonathan Ford
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18 Randall Cobb
21 Eric Stokes
40 Tipa Galeai

52 Rashan Gary
67 Jake Hanson
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72 Caleb Jones
Practice Squad

17 Ramiz Ahmed
19 Danny Etling

27 Patrick Taylor
34 Micah Abernathy
38 Innis Gaines

39 Tyler Goodson
43 Kiondre Thomas
48 DQ Thomas
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82 Jeff Cotton

86 Travis Fulgham
88 Juwann Winfree
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98 Chris Slayton
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PACKERS DEPTH CHART

OFFENSE

Aaron Jones
A.J. Dillon

=

Aaron Rodgers
Jordan Love

=
=

Romeo Doubs
Samori Toure

A >

SCHEDULE

FYl Thursday's Games
Tennessee at Green Bay, 715 p.m.
Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of Sunday’s Games

Nov. 14, 8:30 p.m. Chicago at Atlanta, noon

Carolina at Baltimore, noon

Cleveland at Buffalo, noon
Washington at Houston, noon
Philadelphia at Indianapolis, noon

NY. Jets at New England, noon

L.A. Rams at New Orleans, noon
Detroit at N.Y. Giants, noon

Las Vegas at Denver, 3:05 p.m.

Dallas at Minnesota, 3:25 p.m.
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh, 3:25 p.m.
Kansas City at L.A. Chargers, 7:20 p.m
Monday's Games

San Francisco at Arizona, 7115 p.m.
Teams on bye: Jacksonville, Miami, Seattle, Tampa Bay
Next Thursday's Games

Buffalo at Detroit, 11:30 a.m.

NY. Giants at Dallas, 3:30 p.m.

)

Sammy Watkins
Amari Rodgers

=

Allen Lazard
Christian Watson

Marcedes Lewis ~ Yosh Nijman JonRunyan  Josh Myers  Elgton Jenkins  David Bakhtiari New England at Minnesota, 7:20 p.m.
Robert Tonyan ~ Rasheed Walker ~ Royce Newman  Zach Tom Sean Rhyan Zach Tom
DEFENSE NFC AFC
East East
u u u Team WLT Team WLT
Philadelphia 8 1 0  Miami 730
Dean Lowry Kenny Clark Jarran Reed NY. Giants 7 2 0 NY.Jets 6 30
np Devonte Wyatt TJ. Slaton Devonte Wyatt N Dallas 6 30 Buffalo 630
U u Washington 5 5 0  NewEngland 5 4 0
Rasul Douglas Jaire Alexander North North
Shemar Jean-Charles Keisean Nixon Team WLT Team WLT
Minnesota 8 1 O  Baltimore 6 30
GreenBay 4 6 0  Cincinnati 540
Detroit 3 60 Cleveland 360
Chicago 3 70  Pittsburgh 3 60
w u u w South South
Preston Smith De'Vondre Campbell Quay Walker Kingsley Enagbare :eam B :;N ; ; :Ir'eam ‘(-’,v |3' .(I;
Jonathan Garvin Isaiah McDuffie Eric Wilson Jonathan Garvin Ai:zz:a 2y o |:3i:?15as::ns 4 e
Carolina 3 70  Jacksonville 3 7 0
NewOrleans 3 7 0  Houston 171
West West
Team WLT Team WLT
u v Seattle 6 40 KansasCity 7 20
) SanFrancisco 5 4 0 LA.Chargers 5 4 0
Adrian Amos Darnell Savage Arizona 4 60  Denver 360
Dallin Leavitt Rudy Ford LARams 3 60 lasVegas 2 70

RETURN OF A CLASSIC

STUBBORN BROTHERS BREWERY

SHAWANO CLUB PILSNER

BREWED IN 1914 & NOW 2022
MASTER BREWER AARON GILLING

EXCLUSIVELY IN SHAWANO

Available at these locations
Charlies Country Market, Stubborn

Brothers Brewery, And The Stock Market

JOIN THE CLUB

—————————l
AARON GILLING
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ROOKIE CLASS UPDATE

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Having collected three of the first
34 selections in the 2022 NFL Draft,
the Green Bay Packers had a chance
to add some instant impact to a team
coming off three consecutive 13-win
seasons.

With the season entering the
stretch run, the Packers maybe haven’t
quite gotten what they had hoped for
from their 11-man class. The arrow is
pointed up, though.

Five players have started at least
one game. Linebacker Quay Walker
has played about 80% of the snaps.
Zach Tom has started games at left
tackle and left guard. All three rookie
receivers have scored touchdowns.

Here is a look at the Class of 2022.

e First Round (22nd overall): LB
Quay Walker

Walker was in the starting lineup
from Day 1 of training camp and hasn’t
left. The first linebacker off the board,
Walker and Jacksonville’s Devin
Lloyd — the Butkus Award-winning
linebacker from Utah and the second
linebacker selected — are running
neck-and-neck for the rookie tackles
lead.

Walker has tackled well, forced a
couple fumbles, gotten some pressure
as a blitzer, stepped up in coverage
vs. Dallas and took a nice step in his
career by replacing injured veteran
De’Vondre Campbell as the defensive
communicator.

Before taking that role for the game
against Detroit, Walker half-jokingly
worried about his “country” accent
being a challenge for his teammates to
understand in the huddle.

“Yeah, he’ll go to South Georgia ev-
ery once in a while in his speech,” po-
sition coach Kirk Olivadotti said. “All
joking aside, he really did do a nice
job. It takes a little bit more studying
maybe just to make sure you get all the
calls, not just the part of the call that’s
important to you — the words that are
in there that apply to everyone.”

The NFL keeps tackle data dating
to 1987. The Packers’ rookie record for
tackles was set by A.J. Hawk with 121 in
2006. Walker’s on pace to get 117.

e First Round (28th overall): DT
Devonte Wyatt

Wryatt’s been given limited op-
portunities, a byproduct of joining a
line with established veterans Kenny
Clark, Dean Lowry and Jarran Reed
and promising second-year player T.J.
Slaton. Because of a nondescript train-
ing camp and preseason, he failed to
force his way into the lineup.

He’s 14th among rookie defensive
linemen in snaps. He has shown some

Green Bay Packers receiver Christian Watson, right, is congratulated by quarterback Aaron Rodgers during the team's win over the Dallas Cowboys on Nov.

13 in Green Bay.

juice as a pass rusher.

“He has been a kid I think has got-
ten better every single week,” defen-
sive coordinator Joe Barry said. “His
play is going to increase. And, obvi-
ously, the more you play, hopefully the
more plays you make. He’s a young kid
that’s just learning, learning how to be
a pro, working, and that’s all we can
ask for. Hopefully, with more opportu-
nities there’s a chance for more splash
plays.”

 Second Round (34th overall): WR
Christian Watson

The Packers traded their two sec-
ond-round picks to the rival Vikings to
zoom up to near the top of the second
round to get Watson, the small-school
receiver with the big-time skillset.

Through no fault of his own, his
rookie season had been a disappoint-
ment. He had knee surgery following
the offseason program, meaning he
missed the start of training camp. He
missed three full games and parts of
two others with hamstring issues. He
missed most of one game with a con-
cussion and half of another over fears
of a concussion.

When he did play, he made minimal

impact. For the first nine weeks, he
had two noteworthy plays: a dropped
75-yard touchdown pass on the first
play of the season at Minnesota and a
touchdown run against Chicago.

Then came week 10 against Dallas.
Watson shook off back-to-back drops
to catch four passes for 107 yards and
three touchdowns. A 58-yard touch-
down on third-and-1 in the second
quarter could change the trajectory of
his season — and the team’s season.

“I think that catch probably on the
atomic level shifted a lot of differ-
ent things for him, exorcising some
energetic demons,” quarterback Aaron
Rodgers said. “I'm proud of him. Obvi-
ously, he’s really, really fast. He’s got to
catch the ball a little more consistently,
but not much negative you can say
after his performance tonight.”

e Third Round (92nd overall): G
Sean Rhyan

A left tackle at UCLA, Rhyan spent
most of training camp playing left
guard. He struggled through the transi-
tion and hasn’t been close to earning
snaps on offense.

“Sean, he’s got a helmet on game-
day, so anyone who does, you better be

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

ready and be prepared to be a starter,”
offensive coordinator Adam Stenavich
said. “He’s a guy that’s progressing
every week. He’s learning how to
become a professional, learning what
it takes to be successful in this league,
and he has a ways to go, yes, but I like
how he’s coming along.”

e Fourth Round (132nd overall): WR
Romeo Doubs

Through the first six games of the
season, Doubs was third in the rookie
class with 22 receptions and first with
a75.9% catch rate. But he was shut out
at home vs. Washington (four targets,
zero catches, two drops) and suffered a
high-ankle sprain on the opening play
at Detroit.

“You guys who’ve got to know him,
he’s calm, cool and collected,” receiv-
ers coach and passing-game coordina-
tor Jason Vrable said. “That’s how he
plays out there. He loves ball. Since I
met the kid when he came on his (pre-
draft) visit, that’s the one thing I knew
from him. I'm like, “This kid truly loves
football, above everything else.

“He prepared, he had a great off-
season. I know you guys always talk
about how he’s making some plays



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2022 + NEW MEDIA * www.newmedia-wi.com * PAGE 7

in practice, and it was the truth. You
could see it, you could feel it from him.
I told him it was only a matter of time
before you start climbing.”

Doubs has deep speed, good hands
and a pro’s mentality. There might
be some growing pains on offense
this year, but the Packers have to be
thrilled with a potential Watson-Doubs
pairing as the future centerpiece of
their passing attack.

¢ Fourth Round (140th overall): OL
Zach Tom

Tom arrived for duty in May with
a lofty goal. He wanted to be the next
Elgton Jenkins, a lineman capable of
contributing at all five offensive line
positions.

He’s three-fifths the way there in
terms of game snaps. Through the first
10 games, Tom had played 96 snaps
at left guard, 86 at left tackle and 13 at
right guard. There’s no doubt he could
handle right tackle and center if asked.

Tom got worked over a few times
by some crafty veterans but, by and
large, he’s never been a consistent
problem in his four games in which he
got considerable playing time.

Ultimately, the interior spots will
be Tom’s forte, Stenavich said.

“He doesn’t have your typical
tackle body with the length and all
that stuff,” Stenavich said. “He’s very
athletic, he’s stout, he’s more physical
than you think in the run game. Very
intelligent. I think inside would prob-
ably be his best position as his career
progresses. But he’s shown to be all
right on the edge, too. He has that
versatility to do everything.”

« Fifth Round (179th overall): OLB
Kingsley Enagbare

A golden opportunity was handed
to Enagbare. With no proven depth be-
hind Rashan Gary and Preston Smith,
the No. 3 spot was up for grabs during
training camp. Enagbare won that role
and has grown into a solid contributor.

According to Pro Football Focus,

Enagbare didn’t have a single pressure
in his first five games. The next five
games, he had two sacks and eight
pressures. With Gary out with a torn
ACL, Enagbare will spend the rest

of his rookie season in the starting
lineup.

“It’s definitely a confidence thing,”
Enagbare said. “Like I tell some of the
guys who might not be confident now,
I tell them for me, it started off with
preseason, I really didn’t go against
any starters.

“For me, it was whether or not I can
play versus the starters. ‘Can I hold my
own?’ As the season went on, it started
with holding my own to ‘Can I make
plays against those guys?’ It went from
that to, ‘How consistently can I do
it?” Now, it’s, ‘Can I start dominating
guys.”

* Seventh Round (228th overall): S
Tariq Carpenter

An intriguing package of size and
speed, Carpenter has been limited only
to action on special teams.

He made his first tackle against
Dallas, dropping premier kick returner
KaVontae Turpin at the 12 on a fourth
quarter kickoft.

* Seventh Round (234th overall):
DT Jonathan Ford

If opportunities for playing time
have been scarce for the first-rounder
Wryatt, they’ve been nonexistent for
the seventh-rounder Ford.

He didn’t play a single snap through
10 games.

* Seventh Round (249th overall):
OT Rasheed Walker

After drafting Walker, general
manager Brian Gutekunst said he
wasn’t looking for another lineman
but Walker was too good to pass up. A
starting left tackle at Penn State, injury
issues hurt his development during
training camp.

Offensive line coach Luke But-
kus coached him hard, and Walker
probably made the team based on his

performance in the preseason finale
at Kansas City. He has not played
through 10 games.

¢ Seventh Round (258th overall):
WR Samori Toure

A star at Montana, Toure trans-
ferred to Nebraska for his senior sea-
son. That decision got him drafted. He
was given the nickname “Capt. Casual”
for a bit too nonchalant of an approach
during training camp. That earned him
a spot on the inactives list for the first
six games.

Necessity got Toure thrown into

the fire, and he made a big-time play
on a touchdown catch at Buffalo. If the
Packers eventually fall out of playoff
contention, they’ll need to give Toure
most of the snaps that are going to
Sammy Watkins.

“I think ‘83’ has shown some
progression for sure, especially the
last few weeks of making some plays,
and that’s directly tied to his practice
habits,” Rodgers said before the Dallas
game. “I haven’t called him Capt. Casu-
al in weeks. He’s been really practicing
his balls off and doing a good job.”
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Q&A WITH JOHNATHAN ABRAM

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Johnathan Abram was a first-round
draft pick by the Raiders in 2019. He
started 27 games in 2020 and 2021 and
the first six games of 2022 but was
released on Nov. 8.

The Packers claimed him off waiv-
ers the next day. A few days later, he
helped make the tackle on the opening
kickoff against Dallas.

Q: What have these past few
days been like, going from playing
off the bench to being released to
being claimed by the Packers?

A: I'm excited. It’s an unfortunate
situation having to up and move in
the middle of the season, but I look
forward to the new start. The guys
have embraced me. The coaching staff
has embraced me. It’s been nothing but
welcome and love, so I look forward
to it.

Q: Did you need a fresh start?

A: I wouldn’t say I needed one,
but I'm eager for the opportunity, just
planning on taking advantage of the
one I have now.

Q: What do you have to prove?

A:1don’t have anything to prove.
I've played a lot of football, a lot of
good football and people around the

league notice that, which is kind of
why I'm here today, so like I said, I'm
just happy for the opportunity.

Q: You were teammates with
Keisean Nixon with the Raiders. He
said you’re close friends.

A: That’s one of my best friends. I'm
excited to be back here with him. We
don’t plan on enjoying the cold, but
we're going to make the most out of it
together. Probably going to make some
snow angels or something.”

Q: He also said you have match-
ing tattoos.

A: Oh, yes, we do. We have shark
tattoos. Yes, we have matching shark
tattoos.

Q: Why sharks?

A: Because sharks, the motto is, “On
Mondays, sharks don’t wake up and
say it’s Monday. They wake up and
just eat.”

Q: When did that happen?

A: We got it about two years ago.

Q: Did you go together? How did
that happen?

A: Kind of more so we talked about
getting matching tattoos and that was
the one tattoo that I kind of wanted
and then when he actually saw it on
me, he kind of wanted to follow up
with the same.

Q: You and Darnell Savage were
drafted in the first round in 2019.
Do you get to know him before the
draft?

A:1spent a lot of time with Darnell.
I look forward to working with him
and Adrian (Amos). My previous DC
(defensive coordinator) at Mississippi
State, Bob Shoop, he coached Adrian in
college. So, I watched a lot of his film,
him playing nickel. We actually wore
the exact same number, 38.

I got to spend some time with Dar-
nell when we were at the Senior Bowl
for the draft. Leading up to it, we had
a little back and forth going about who
was going to be the first safety to get
taken. He kind of beat me on that one.
Shoutout to him.

Q: You were teammates with
Elgton Jenkins in college.

A: That’s my boy. 'm excited to be
back here with him and Preston Smith.
We kind of talked about it, we’re jok-
ing about bringing back the Bulldogs
together. We have Kylin Hill here, as
well. We’re going to kind of make this
Green Bay Bulldogs.

Q: Georgia’s the Bulldogs, too.
There are a few of those guys here.

A: Hey, I went to Georgia, as well,
too. So, I kind of get to play both sides

of the field. Go Dogs.

Q: I had read that you had a big
shoe collection. Do you still?

A:Yes, Ido.

Q: About how many pairs?

A:Thad around 700 shoes at one
point in time. But recently, I started to
get rid of some things, some old shoes
I didn’t wear. I kind of started to filter
out all the Adidas stuff because I'm a
Nike athlete now. I kind of slimmed up
a little bit.

Q: You didn’t throw them away,
did you?

A: Never. But wear all of them,
though. I try to wear everything. I
wear something new every day. Today
I have one — Family Pack, only one of
223.136/223. This is the Family Pack
from Jordan, Art Basel.

(Note: That particular pair of shoes,
which are green and black so a good fit
for his new team, can be purchased for
about $10,000.)

Q: Did you pack those?

A: No, I wore those. I had to come
in style.

Q: In that story, I think it said
you have a whole wall of shoes?

A:Thave a room dedicated to shoes.

Q: How big is the room?

A:It’s a big room.
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Nelson, Sitton to be inducted into Packers Hall of Fame

The Green Bay Packers Hall of
Fame Inc. will induct former Pack-
ers Jordy Nelson and Josh Sitton
at the 52nd Hall of Fame Induction
Banquet, announced Nov. 1 by Pack-
ers Hall of Fame Inc. President Tom
Konop.

The banquet is scheduled to be
held Aug. 31, 2023, in the Lambeau
Field Atrium.

Information about tickets for the
banquet, which begins with a cash
bar at 4 p.m., with the dinner and
program to start at 5:30 p.m., is still
being finalized and will be released
in the near future.

Wide receiver Jordy Nelson was
selected by the Packers in the sec-
ond round (36th overall) of the 2008
NFL Draft out of Kansas State. He
played nine seasons (2008-14, ’16-17)
in Green Bay and appeared in 136
regular-season games with 88 starts.

He ranks No. 4 in team history in
receptions (550), No. 6 in receiving
yards (7,848), No. 3 in touchdown
receptions (69) and No. 4 in 100-
yard receiving games (25).

Nelson is the only player in team
annals to record three seasons with
13-plus TD receptions (2011, 2014,
2016). He and WR Sterling Sharpe
(1992-94) are the only players in
franchise history to register three
straight seasons with 85-plus recep-
tions (2013-14, 2016).

Nelson posted 1,250-plus receiv-
ing yards and 13-plus touchdown
catches in the same season three
times in his career (2011, 2014, 2016),
the fourth most in NFL history.
Nelson was selected to the Pro Bowl
and named second-team All-Pro by
The Associated Press for his per-
formance during the 2014 season in
which he set career highs in recep-
tions (98) and receiving yards (1,519)
while also hauling in 13 touchdowns.

After missing the 2015 season due
to a knee injury, Nelson became the
first Packer to be named the NFL
Comeback Player of the Year by
AP after registering 1,257 yards on
97 receptions with a league-high 14
receiving TDs in 2016.

In the Super Bowl XLV vic-
tory, Nelson became just the fourth
receiver in Super Bowl history with
nine-plus receptions for at least 140
yards and a touchdown. Nelson fin-
ished his career playing one season
(2018) with the Oakland Raiders.

Guard Josh Sitton was originally
selected by the Packers in the fourth
round (135th overall) of the 2008
NFL Draft out of the University of
Central Florida.

He played eight seasons (2008-

Green Bay Packers receiver Jordy Nelson, right, celebrates with teammate Josh Sitton following the Packers win over the Detroit Lions in 2012. Both players

will join the Packers Hall of Fame.

15) in Green Bay, starting 112 of 121
regular-season games and all 13
postseason contests in which he
appeared. From 2009-15, he started
the most games (110) by a Packers
offensive lineman.

During his time with the Packers,
Sitton was named to the Pro Bowl
three times (2012, ’14-15) and earned
second-team AP All-Pro honors
three times (2013-15).

Sitton was named the 2010 Of-
fensive Lineman of the Year by the
NFL Alumni Association and was
selected as a Pro Bowl alternate in
2010, 2011 and 2013.

He was a key member of teams
that won a Super Bowl (XLV) and
four division titles, finished with
10-plus wins six times and made the
playoffs seven times. Sitton blocked
for offenses that ranked in the top 10
in points seven times and in the top
10 in yards six times.

He helped protect quarterback
Aaron Rodgers during seasons
where he was named NFL Most
Valuable Player by AP twice (2011,
’14), a Pro Bowler (2009, "11-12, ’14-15)
five times and first-team All-Pro two
times (2011, ’14).

Sitton finished his career start-
ing 26 of 27 games played for the
Chicago Bears (2016-17) and Miami
Dolphins (2018).

FILE PHOTO
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NOTEBOOK

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

New punt returner

After Amari Rodgers fumbled on
a punt return in London against the
Giants, a play that wound up swing-
ing the momentum, Green Bay
Packers special teams coordinator
Rich Bisaccia said he wasn’t going
to “****can” Rodgers over one play.

After Rodgers fumbled on punt
return against Dallas, a play that
also swung the momentum, Rodg-
ers finally was benched.

“It sucks for Amari,” coach Matt
LaFleur said. “I feel for him, obvi-
ously, because he’s a guy that works
his butt off on a daily basis. I know
he wants to go out there and excel
and that was a tough break.

“Obviously, it was a critical
turnover that we can’t have, that’s
something we talk about all the
time: The ball is everything, and
when you have it in your hands,
you hold it for everybody in this
organization, and we can’t put it on
the ground, especially when we’re
in a situation in a tight ballgame,
going to get the ball at midfield.

I thought he had a decent return,
and we coughed it up. We can’t do
that.”

The decision poses a real conun-
drum for the franchise.

General manager Brian
Gutekunst didn’t just use a third-
round draft pick on Rodgers in the
2021 draft. He gave up a fourth-
round pick to trade up to select
Rodgers.

About 12/3 seasons later, Rodg-
ers’ career looks like a lost cause.
As areceiver, Rodgers has been a
nonfactor. Even with veteran slot
receiver Randall Cobb on injured
reserve and the passing game a
weekly struggle, Rodgers has been
an afterthought on offense.

His lack of impact on offense
would be OK if Rodgers was pro-
viding impact as a returner. He
hasn’t made much of an impact on
special teams, either. After the fum-
ble against Dallas, Rodgers had four
fumbles. That was tied with Denver
running back Melvin Gordon for
most fumbles by a nonquarterback.

During his brief career, Rodgers
had eight receptions, seven fumbles
and zero touchdowns.

“I really like Amari Rodgers,”
Bisaccia said. “Jersey No. 8 has put
himself and put us in some bad
situations. So, you have to coach
the man first, and then coach the
player. We have to go through both
of those things when these situa-

Green Bay Packers defensive back Darnell Savage, right, breaks up a pass attempt during the game
against the Dallas Cowboys on Nov. 13 in Green Bay. Savage played slot cornerback against the Cowboys

after primarily being used as a safety in his career.

tions arise.”

Ford tough

Necessity, as the saying goes, is
the mother of invention. Similarly,
necessity forced a big chance in the
secondary.

With starting cornerback Eric
Stokes out following season-ending
surgery, defensive coordinator Joe
Barry found opportunity. With for-
mer first-round pick Darnell Savage
struggling at safety and cornerback
Rasul Douglas not making much of
an impact in the slot, Barry moved
Douglas into Stokes’ spot at cor-
ner, slid Savage into the slot and
inserted Rudy Ford at safety.

That hardly could have worked
better against Dallas. Douglas al-
lowed only one catch and Ford
made two big-time interceptions.
The first interception took at least
a field goal off the board for Dallas.
Both interceptions were turned into
touchdowns by the offense.

Would Barry have made those
changes had Stokes not been
injured on the opening series at
Detroit?

“That’s a good question. I don’t
know,” Barry said. “I like to tell you
guys all the time that I think op-
tions are very good, definitely when
it comes to defensive personnel.

Of course, losing Eric and losing
Rashan (Gary) are huge losses for
us, but it was cool that we were
able to, in a roundabout way, get
Rudy on the field and he stepped up
in his opportunity, which was great
to see.”

A Pleasant addition
On the Monday before the Pack-
ers played at the Lions, Detroit

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

fired its secondary coach, Aubrey
Pleasant.

Last week, LaFleur added Pleas-
ant to his staff as a consultant.
They’ve worked together in Wash-
ington in 2013 and with the Rams in
2017.

“He’s a really knowledgeable guy
when it comes to the game, and I
thought he could bring a different

2021

perspective to our offensive staff
just seeing it through the lens of

a defensive coach,” LaFleur said.
“He’s a guy that I’ve always really
respected how he works. I think
that perspective has been helpful,
not only game-planning but also to
really see ourselves, how a defen-
sive coach might break us down
and see us, so we hopefully can stay
as unpredictable as possible.”

A native of Flint, Michigan,
Pleasant was a starting safety at
Wisconsin in 2008.

“He’s going to do a lot of self-
scout work for us,” LaFleur said.
“We were watching a bunch of
tape together today, just talking
coverage and trying to figure out
different rules. I think that’s always
an important part to it from when
you’re game-planning is you always
want to try to figure out how are
they coaching these guys on the
other side based on whatever
coverage and how you best attack
somebody.

“Because you’re always trying to
manipulate whatever it is you're go-
ing against and maybe pull some-
body out of a window so you can
open it up for somebody else.”

2021
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Watson records 3 TDs in OT win over Dallas

Packers snap
five-game
losing skid

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

The return of long-time head
coach Mike McCarthy was over-
shadowed by a career day from
rookie Christian Watson during
Green Bay’s 31-28 overtime win
against the Dallas Cowboys on Nov.
13 in Green Bay.

Watson caught just four balls,
but those four went for 107 yards
and three touchdowns, including
Green Bay’s longest passing touch-
down of the year at 58 yards.

“It feels amazing, obviously to
have the guys rally around me and
picking me up,” said Watson, noting
his two early drops. “I wasn’t down
— I was calm, cool and collected.”

The young receiver was not the
only one busy on Sunday, though,
as Aaron Jones carried the ball 24
times for 138 yards and a touch-
down. A.]. Dillon added another 65
rushing yards on 13 attempts. With
the help from others in the offense,
quarterback Aaron Rodgers took
only 20 passing attempts, complet-
ing 14 of them for 224 yards a three
touchdowns.

The emergence of Watson is a
bright spot for Packers fans, players
and coaches as the second-round
draft pick had been limited to just
six receptions through the first nine
games of the season. Injuries have
hampered his rookie year, but he
said this performance just might be
able to get him over that hump.

(Aaron Rodgers) and (Matt)
LaFleur both said that we are going
to come back to you,” said Watson.
“That hit me at home. Obviously, I
know the plays that I can make and
the plays that I make every day at
practice. To see that they still have
faith in me, means the world.”

Watson was not the only breakout
star of the game, as on defense, safety
Jonathan “Rudy” Ford recorded two
first half interceptions of Dallas quar-
terback Dak Prescott. This came on
the back of starting Ford at the safety
spot, while Darnell Savage moved to
a slot-corner role.

“Both of those picks were critical
in our ability to keep the game close
and go up on them,” said LaFleur.

Green Bay Packers receiver Christian Watson holds up three fingers after scoring his third touchdown against the Dallas Cowboys on Nov. 13 in Green Bay.

Dallas entered the fourth quarter
up 28-14, with Green Bay marching.
Watson’s second touchdown catch,
a 39-yard crossing route, brought
the Packers to within seven with
just over 13 minutes remaining in
the game.

Green Bay held Dallas to a punt
on its subsequent drive, giving the
ball back to Green Bay with 8:57

remaining in the game. A 3-yard
reception on third-and-two from
Watson, 61 combined rushing yards
from Jones and Dillon and a 7-yard
reception from Sammy Watkins, set
up Watson’s third touchdown of the
game, from 7 yards out.

From there, Green Bay once
again forced Dallas into a quick
punt before taking over with 1:38

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

remaining. Green Bay only ran two
plays — two Jones rushes — in a
minute and eight seconds, before an
incompletion forced Green Bay to
punt. Rodgers was noticeably upset
when talking about the misman-
agement of time on the team’s last
possession in overtime.

“Tust every single play call prob-
ably,” said Rodgers, on why he was
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Green Bay Packers defensive lineman Kenny Clark, right, closes in on Dallas Cowboys running back Tony

Pollard during a game on Nov. 13 in Green Bay.

upset about the drive. “Obviously
I didn’t have a ton of attempts to-
night, but I felt that I was in pretty
good rhythm. I felt like I threw the
ball exactly where I wanted to to-
night, and I wanted a chance to go
win the game.”

The Cowboys won the coin
toss in overtime and methodi-
cally marched down the field, with
running back Tony Pollard, wide
receiver Ceedee Lamb and tight
end Dalton Schultz getting in-
volved. That drive stalled, though,
as a holding penalty pushed Dallas
back 10 yards, before two straight
incompletions forced the Cowboys
into a turnover-on-downs.

Jones carried much of the load
on Green Bay’s only overtime pos-
session, totaling 14 rushing yards
and an extra 15 on a facemask
penalty. The major play of the drive
came though when Rodgers hit
wide receiver Allen Lazard on third
and short in the middle of the field
for a 36-yard gain.

“We had kind of been setting
that play up for a while throughout

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

the game and it hadn’t been there,
hadn’t been there, hadn’t been
there,” said Rodgers, on Lazard’s
36-yard reception. “Allen and I kind
of had a conversation on the sideline
and felt like if we came back to that
play, it had a chance to be there.
He’s pretty proficient at that route.”

McCarthy’s homecoming was
eventually spoiled by the right leg of
Mason Crosby, who converted a 28-
yard field goal to win the game. The
win for Green Bay also snapped Dal-
las’ perfect, 195-0 franchise record
when leading by 14 or more points at
the beginning of the fourth quarter.

“There were a lot of demons that
were exorcised today,” said Rodg-
ers. “We were obviously on a really
tough stretch, five in a row. There
were a lot of things that we turned
around today, just coincidence that
Dallas was in town.”

Not only was Rodgers enjoying
the win over his former head coach,
but LaFleur was noticeably emo-
tional after the game when talking
about what this win meant to the
team.

Mike McCarthy , the former Green Bay Packers coach and current Dallas Cowboys coach, looks on during
the team's game at Lambeau Field on Nov. 13 in Green Bay.

“It was more when I went into
my own locker — I had to kind of
gather myself quickly,” said LaF-
leur, as he fought back tears. “You
know, I care about these guys — we
put a lot into this and it is tough

at times. It means a lot to us, and
to be down and fight and continue
to fight — that’s what you want to

”»

see.
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Ireimer@newmedia-wi.com

(ORRBSRONDENINS

Correspondents serve as extra eyes and ears in the
community to keep readers informed about all aspects
of the place they call home, supplementing NEW
Media’s print and online products. Self-starting writers
and photographers work on a freelance basis. Currently,
we have the following available:
* Oconto County correspondent needed to cover
community events and tell feature stories in

Gillett, Oconto Falls, Lena and Suring.

* Western Shawano County correspondent
needed to tell feature stories and cover

events in Wittenberg, Birnamwood, Tigerton,
Aniwa, Mattoon and Bowler.
* Menominee County correspondent needed
to cover events and tell feature stories on the
Menominee Reservation.
* The sports editor needs correspondents
to write about high school sporting
events and take photos in Shawano,
Menominee and/or Oconto counties.

Send a cover letter detailing your writing
and photography experience and your
fees, along with any clips you might
have, to news@newmedia-wi.com. Put
“Correspondent” in the header.
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