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NEVER-ENDING
PROBLEMS

Injuries creating new obstacle
for Pack to overcome
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Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers makes a call at the line of scrimmage during a loss to the Detroit Lions on Nov. 6 in Detroit. GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Gary’s injury provides one more setback

Several other
players also
banged up

By STEVE MEGARGEE
The Associated Press

The Green Bay Packers keep taking
hits on and off the field as the three-
time defending NFC North champions
have watched their playoff chances
dwindle to a remote possibility well
before Thanksgiving.

Green Bay (3-6) has lost five
straight games for the first time since
2008, which was Aaron Rodgers’ first
year as the starting quarterback. The
Packers must try to escape this tailspin
without some key players.

Outside linebacker Rashan Gary,
who has a team-high six sacks, is
expected to miss the rest of the season
after injuring his right knee Sunday in
a15-9 loss at Detroit.

“It’s a tremendous loss,” Packers
coach Matt LaFleur said Nov. 7. “Not
only just from obviously a production
standpoint, just, man, he is a guy that
just competes at the highest level. He
is one of the grittiest guys that’s on this
team. And just the effort that he brings
on a daily basis is definitely going to be
missed.”

LaFleur couldn’t rule out the
possibility that other Packers might
have suffered season-ending injuries
Sunday, but remained hopeful while
players underwent additional tests.
The biggest concern surrounded cor-
nerback Eric Stokes, who hurt his knee
and ankle.

This flurry of injuries comes as
Green Bay enters perhaps the toughest
stretch of its schedule, starting with a
Sunday night matchup against the Dal-
las Cowboys in former Packers coach
Mike McCarthy’s return to Lambeau
Field.

“I challenged everybody to dig a
little bit deeper and continue to look
at yourself and ask yourself what can I
do better?,” LaFleur said. “Because we
need that, the collective effort in order
for us to make that jump and come
out in top. But certainly everybody’s
extremely frustrated.”

This wasn’t what Rodgers was
expecting when the four-time MVP
decided to return to Green Bay rather
than retire or pursue a trade. Nor was
it what the Packers anticipated when
they signed Rodgers to a contract ex-

Green Bay Packers cornerback Eric Stokes is looked at after sustaining an injury against the Detroit Lions on Nov. 6 in Detroit.

tension that essentially impacted their
future for the possibility of winning
one more Super Bowl with the future
Hall of Fame quarterback, who turns
39 on Dec. 2.

Rodgers threw three interceptions
— matching a career high — in the loss
at Detroit as his body language fre-
quently made his frustration obvious.

“This is a lot of life lessons for sure
this year,” Rodgers said. “But luck-
ily, it’s not over. There are still a lot
of games left. We’ll be counted out
probably by many. We’ll see how we
respond.”

What's working

The defense limited Detroit to 15
points.

The Lions had been averaging 35.8
points at Ford Field this season and
hadn’t been held below 27 points in
any of their four previous home games.

What needs work

Green Bay couldn’t crack double
digits against a Lions team that was
ranked last in the NFL in total defense
and scoring defense.

The Packers reached Lions territory
without scoring in six separate drives.

Each of Rodgers’ three interceptions
came after Green Bay moved inside
the Detroit 25, including one on first-
and-goal from the 5 and another on
fourth-and-goal from the L

One week after the Packers rushed
for a season-high 208 yards at Buf-
falo, A.J. Dillon and Aaron Jones were
limited to a combined 59 yards on
20 carries. Rodgers was Green Bay’s
leading rusher with 40 yards on four
attempts.

The Packers have committed 25
penalties over their past three games.

Stock up

Receiver Allen Lazard scored
Green Bay’s lone touchdown on a
20-yard reception. Lazard has five
touchdown catches this season despite
missing two games with injuries.

Tight end Josiah Deguara had a
career-high five catches for 41 yards.

Stock down

Rodgers had multiple red zone
interceptions in a single game for the
first time. Rodgers has thrown seven
interceptions this season, his highest
season total since 2016.

Entering Monday, he ranked 16th

GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

in the NFL in quarterback rating after
leading the league in that category dur-
ing his MVP seasons of 2020 and 2021.

Receiver Sammy Watkins had just
one catch for 9 yards. Watkins has four
receptions for 48 yards and no touch-
downs in three games since coming off
injured reserve.

Injured

Along with the injuries to Gary and
Stokes, WR Romeo Doubs (ankle),
Jones (ankle), WR Christian Wat-
son, LB Krys Barnes (head) and OT
David Bakhtiari (knee) left the game.
Bakhtiari returned for the final series.

Watson left the Buffalo game with
a concussion and was evaluated for a
concussion again on Sunday. LaFleur
said Monday it turned out that Watson
didn’t have another concussion in the
Lions game.

“Matter of fact, he was dying to go
back in the game, and we thought it
was best to shut him down because of
what transpired in Buffalo,” LaFleur
said. “But to his credit, he was adamant
and he cleared everything. So, I know
he took a nice shot in the chest, and he
lost his breath for a minute.”
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PACKERS ROSTER

Active 76 Jon Runyan G 6-4 307 25 3 Michigan
# NAME POS. HT. WT. AGE EXP. COLLEGE 78 Luke Tenuta T 6-8 314 23 R VirginiaTech
2 Mason Crosby K 61 207 38 16  Colorado 81 Josiah Deguara TE 62 238 25 3  Cincinnati
6 Dallin Leavitt S 510 195 28 4 Utah State 83 Samori Toure WR 61 191 24 R Nebraska
g guay,Vgaljer \LISR gg %ﬂ g ; (Cileorgla 84 Tyler Davis TE 64 252 25 3  GeorgiaTech
marl Rodgers - emson 85 Robert T TE 65 240 28 5 Indiana Stat
o CnitnVotson  WR 65 208 23 R North Daotatae D RomeoDocss  WR 63 204 22 R Newds
P ordantove QBG4 ZY 25 ChahState 89 Marcedeslewis ~ TE 66 267 38 17 UCLA
2 AZT:Jan;?o da e:_gs QB 6:2 75 38 18 Ca?'ToS%r'la 90 Jarran Reed DL 63 307 29 7 Alabama
5 Al g o 91 Preston Smith LB 65 265 29 8  Mississippi State
en Lazard WR 65 227 26 4 lowa State -
b ) " 93 T.J.Slaton DL 64 330 25 2 Florida
16 Pat O'Donnell P 64 220 31 9 Miami
20 Rudy Ford S 60 200 28 6 Aub 94 Dean Lowry DL 66 29 28 7 Northwestern
y For uburn .
21 Eric Stokes B 60 194 23 2 Georgia 95 Devonte Wyatt DL 63 304 24 R Georgia
22 Shemar Jean-Charles CB 510 184 24 2 Appalachian State 97 Kenny Clark DL 63 34 27 7 UCLA
23 Jaire Alexander (B 510 19 25 5  Louisville 99 Jonathan Ford DL 65 338 24 R Miami
24 Tariq Carpenter S 63 20 23 R  GeorgiaTech Reserve/Injured
25 Keisean Nixon (B 510 200 25 4  South Carolina 18 Randall Cobb WR 510 195 32 12 Kentucky
26 Darnell Savage S 511 198 25 4 Maryland 40 Tipa Galeai B 65 229 25 2 Utah State
28 Al Dillon RB 60 247 24 3 Boston College 67 Jake Hanson C 64 29 25 2 Oregon
29 Rasul Douglas CB 62 209 27 6 West Virginia Reserve/Non-Football lllness
31 Adrian Amos S 60 24 29 8 Penn State 72 Caleb Jones T 69 370 3 R Indiana
32 Kylin Hill RB 510 214 24 2 Mississippi State Practice Squad
33 Aaron Jones RB 59 208 27 6 Texas-El Paso 17 Ramiz Ahmed K 51 193 27 1 Nevada
45 Eric Wilson IB 61 230 28 6 Cincinnati 19 D Etli B 63 22 28 1 LSU
50 Zach Tom oL 64 304 3 R Wake Forest Ay e Q g ;
51 Krys Barnes B 62 20 2 3 UCLA 27 Patrick Taylor RB 62 217 24 2 Memphis
52 Rashan Gary B 65 277 1 4 Michigan 34 Micah Abernqthy S 6:0 195 25 1 Tennessee
. e 35 Corey Ballentine (B 51 196 26 4 Washburn
53 Jonathan Garvin B 64 257 23 3 Miami 38 Innis Gaines S 61 200 24 1 TCU
55 Kingsley Enagbare LB 6-4 258 22 R South Carolina
R . 39 Tyler Goodson RB 59 197 21 R lowa
56 Jack Coco IS 62 248 24 R Georgia Tech 4
; ~ g 43 Kiondre Thomas CB 60 186 24 1 Kansas State
58 Isaiah McDuffie B 61 227 3 2 Boston College !
59 De'Vondre Campbell LB 63 232 29 7 Minnesota 48 D(’) Thpmas ] LB 62 26 23 R Middle Tennessee State
63 Rasheed Walker T 66 324 22 R Penn State 54 la Darlus.Hamllton B 62 261 24 2 North Texas
69 David Bakhtiari T 64 310 31 10 Colorado 80 Josh Babicz TE 66 255 23 R North Dakota State
70 Royce Newman TG 65 310 25 2 Mississippi 82 Kawaan Baker WR 61 210 24 1 South Alabama
71 Josh Myers C/G 65 310 24 2 Ohio State 86 Travis Fulgham WR 62 211 27 3 0Old Dominion
73 Yosh Nijman T 67 314 26 3 Virginia Tech 88 Juwann Winfree WR 61 210 26 3 Colorado
74 Elgton Jenkins G 65 3 26 4 Mississippi State 96 Jack Heflin DL 63 304 24 2 lowa
75 Sean Rhyan TG 65 321 2 R UCLA 98 Chris Slayton DL 64 307 26 1 Syracuse

(ORRESRONDENDS

Correspondents serve as extra eyes and ears in the
community to keep readers informed about all aspects
of the place they call home, supplementing NEW
Media’s print and online products. Self-starting writers
and photographers work on a freelance basis. Currently,

we have the following available:

* Oconto County correspondent needed to cover
community events and tell feature stories in

Gillett, Oconto Falls, Lena and Suring.

* Western Shawano County correspondent
needed to tell feature stories and cover
events in Wittenberg, Birnamwood, Tigerton,
Aniwa, Mattoon and Bowler.

* Menominee County correspondent needed
to cover events and tell feature stories on the

Menominee Reservation.
* The sports editor needs correspondents
to write about high school sporting
events and take photos in Shawano,
Menominee and/or Oconto counties.

Send a cover letter detailing your writing
and photography experience and your
fees, along with any clips you might
have, to news@newmedia-wi.com. Put
“Correspondent” in the header.
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Active 84  Sean McKeon TE 65 238 24 3 Michigan

# NAME POS. HT. WT. AGE EXP. COLLEGE 85 Noah Brown WR 62 225 26 6  OhioState

1 Kelvin Joseph (B 61 192 22 2 Kentucky 86 Dalton Schultz TE 65 244 26 5 Stanford

3 Anthony Brown CB 511 196 28 7 Purdue 87  Jake Ferguson TE 65 244 23 R  Wisconsin

4 Dak Prescott QB 62 238 29 7 Mississippi State 88 CeeDee Lamb WR 62 200 23 3 Oklahoma

5 Bryan Anger P 63 202 34 1 California 89  Peyton Hendershot TE 64 254 23 R Indiana

6  Donovan Wilson S 60 204 27 4 Texas AGM 90 DeMarcus Lawrence DE 63 265 30 9 Boise State

7 Trevon Diggs (B 62 195 24 3 Alabama 91  Carlos Watkins DE 63 305 28 6  Clemson

9  KaVontae Turpin WR 59 153 26 1 TCU 92 Dorance Armstrong DE 64 255 25 5 Kansas

10 Cooper Rush QB 63 225 28 5 Central Michigan 95  Johnathan Hankins DT 62 320 30 10  Ohio State

1 Micah Parsons LB 63 245 23 2 Penn State 96 Neville Gallimore DT 62 302 25 3 Oklahoma

13 Michael Gallup WR 61 198 26 5 Colorado State 97  Osa Odighizuwa DT 62 280 24 2 UCLA

14 Jabril Cox LB 63 233 24 2 LSU 98  Quinton Bohanna DT 64 360 23 2 Kentucky

15 Will Grier QB 61 220 27 4  West Virginia 99  Chauncey Golston DE 65 268 24 2 lowa

18  Jalen Tolbert WR 61 195 23 R South Alabama Reserve/Injured

19  Brett Maher K 61 183 32 5 Nebraska 2 Jourdan Lewis CB 510 195 27 6  Michigan

20 Tony Pollard RB 60 209 25 4 Memphis 50 Devin Harper IB 60 234 24 R  Oklahoma State
21 Ezekiel Elliott RB 60 228 27 7 Ohio State 51 Devante Bond B 61 26 29 5 Oklahoma

23 Rico Dowdle RB 60 25 24 3 South Carolina 68 Matt Farniok G 65 311 25 2 Nebraska

24 |srael Mukuamu S 64 205 22 2 South Carolina 79  Matt Waletzko OT 68 305 2 R North Dakota
25  Nahshon Wright (B 64 185 24 2 Oregon State 81  Simi Fehoko WR 63 220 25 2 Stanford

26  DaRon Bland CB 60 197 23 R Fresno State 89 lan Bunting TE 67 255 26 1 California

27  Jayron Kearse S 64 215 28 7 Clemson 93 Tarell Basham DE 64 266 28 6 Ohio

28  Malik Hooker S 62 212 26 6 Ohio State Reserve/Non-Football Injury

29  C.J. Goodwin CB 63 190 32 7 California (PA) 33 Damone Clark 1B 63 240 22 R LSuU

34 Malik Davis RB 511 202 23 R  Florida Practice Squad

41 Markquese Bell S 63 205 23 R Florida AGM 17 Dennis Houston WR 61 198 23 R  Westernlllinois
42  Anthony Barr LB 65 255 30 9 UCLA 19 Dontario Drummond WR 61 220 25 R Mississippi

54 Sam Williams DE 64 261 23 R Mississippi 30 Qadree Ollison RB 61 232 26 4 Pittsburgh

55  Leighton Vander Esch 1B 64 256 26 5 Boise State 31 Tyler Coyle S 61 209 23 1 Purdue

56 Dante Fowler Jr. DE 63 261 28 8 Florida 32 Kendall Sheffield CB 510 212 26 4  Ohio State

57  Luke Gifford B 63 243 27 4 Nebraska 40 Juanyeh Thomas S 63 217 22 R  GeorgiaTech
63 Tyler Biadasz C 63 316 24 3 Wisconsin 45  Matt Overton LS 61 254 37 10  Western Washington University
66  Connor McGovern G 65 308 25 4 Penn State 46 Malik Jefferson 1B 62 241 25 4  Texas

70  Zack Martin G 64 35 31 9 Notre Dame 47  Seth Green TE 64 240 24 R Houston

71 Jason Peters T 6-4 328 40 19  Arkansas 52 Mika Tafua DE 63 250 25 R  Utah

73 Tyler Smith OL 66 332 21 R Tulsa 60 Isaac Alarcén T 67 320 24 1 Monterrey Tech
75  Josh Ball T 6-8 304 24 2 Marshall 64 Dakoda Shepley T 65 290 27 2 University of British Columbia
77 Tyron Smith T 65 320 31 12 USC 65  Alec Lindstrom C 63 296 N/A R  Boston College
78  Terence Steele T 66 310 25 3 Texas Tech 76  Aviante Collins T 64 292 29 3 TCU

83  James Washington WR 511 23 26 5 Oklahoma State 80 Brandon Smith WR 62 20 23 1 lowa
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GAME VITALS

GREEN BAY PACKERS (3-6)
VS. DALLAS COWBOYS (6-2)
WHEN: 3:25 p.m., Sunday

PACKERS DEPTH CHART

OFFENSE

FYI

Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of

WHERE: Lambeau Field Nov. 7, 11:25 a.m.
TV: FOX
RADIO: 620 AM (WTM]), Sirius Aaron Jones Aaron Rodgers
A.J. Dillon Jordan Love

Satellite Radio (WTMJ feed)

THE SERIES

=

o

Packers vs. Cowboys

All-time, regular season: 16-13

All-time, postseason: 4-4

All-time, at Packers: 11-5

Streaks: The Green Bay Packers
have dominated the Dallas Cowboys
of late, winning eight of the last nine
meetings between the teams. The
Pack’s only loss to the Cowboys over
that stretch came at Lambeau Field
in 2016.

Last meeting, regular season:
Oct. 6, 2019, Packers won 34-24. The
Packers jumped out to a 17-0 lead
by halftime and eventually led 31-10
before hanging on late. Aaron Jones
rushed for four touchdowns to power
the Pack to victory.

SCHEDULE

Date  Opponent Time TV

=

Romeo Doubs
Samori Toure

=

Sammy Watkins
Amari Rodgers

=

Allen Lazard
Christian Watson

O 0 0000

Marcedes Lewis Yosh Nijman Jon Runyan Josh Myers  Elgton Jenkins  David Bakhtiari
Robert Tonyan ~ Rasheed Walker ~ Royce Newman  Zach Tom Sean Rhyan Zach Tom

DEFENSE

Dean Lowry
Devonte Wyatt

T

Kenny Clark
T.J. Slaton

Jarran Reed
Devonte Wyatt

o o

Sept. 11 at Minnesota Loss 23-7 Eric Stokes Jaire Alexander
Sept. 18 vs. Chicago Win 2710 Keisean Nixon Rasul Douglas
Sept. 25 at Tampa Bay Win 14-12

Oct.2  vs. New England Win 27-24 (OT)

Oct.9 vs. NY. Giants (London) Loss 27-22

Oct.16  vs. NY. Jets Loss 2710

Oct.23  at Washington Loss 23-21 u u u u
8::/ 20 :: ggfrzl;t) II:?;Z: 12 57,197 Preston Smith De'Vondre Campbell Qu?y Walker . Rashan Gary
Nov.T3 vs. Dallas 325 pm. FOX Jonathan Garvin Isaiah McDuffie Eric Wilson Kingsley Enagbare
Nov.17  vs. Tennessee 715p.m. Prime

Nov. 27 at Philadelphia 7:20 p.m. NBC

Dec.4 at Chicago noon FOX

Bye week

Dec.19 vs. LA Rams 795 pm. ESPN v v

Dec.25 at Miami noon FOX

Jan.1  vs. Minnesota 3:25 p.m. CBS Adrian Amos Darnell Savage

Jan. 778 vs. Detroit TBD  TBD Dallin Leavitt Rudy Ford

STUBBORN BROTHERS BREWERY

SHAWANO CLUB PILSNER

BREWED IN 1914 & NOW 2022
MASTER BREWER AARON GILLING

EXCLUSIVELY IN SHAWANO

Available at these locations
Charlies Country Market, Stubborn
Brothers Brewery, And The Stock Market

JOIN THE CLUB

RETURN OF A CLASSIC

ds———
AARON GILLING
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COWBOYS DEPTH CHART

OFFENSE

Ezekiel Elliott
Tony Pollard

®
=

CeeDee Lamb

Simi Fehoko
Dalton Schultz Terence Steele Zack Martin
Jake Ferguson Josh Ball Matt Farniok

DEFENSE

e
DeMarcus Lawrence
Tarell Basham

07
Quinton Bohanna
Neville Gallimore

Anthony Brown
Kelvin Joseph

w

Micah Parsons
Anthony Barr

s

Jayron Kearse
Israel Mukuamu

Dak Prescott
Cooper Rush

)
)

Michael Gallup
Jalen Tolbert

@ W\

Tyler Biadasz Connor McGovern Tyler Smith
Matt Farniok Tyler Smith Matt Waletzko

)
Osa Odighizuwa
Trysten Hill

=)
Dorance Armstrong
Dante Fowler Jr.

e

Jourdan Lewis
DaRon Bland

w

Leighton Vander Esch
Jabril Cox

s

Malik Hooker
Markquese Bell

)

Noah Brown
KaVontae Turpin

O

Trevon Diggs
Nahshon Wright

SCHEDULE

Thursday's Games

Atlanta at Carolina, 7:15 p.m.

Sunday's Games

Seattle vs. Tampa Bay in Germany, 8:30 a.m.
Minnesota at Buffalo, noon

Detroit at Chicago, noon

Jacksonville at Kansas City, noon
Cleveland at Miami, noon

Houston at N.. Giants, noon

New Orleans at Pittsburgh, noon
Denver at Tennessee, noon

Indianapolis at Las Vegas, 3:05 p.m.
Dallas at Green Bay, 3:25 p.m.

Arizona at L.A. Rams, 3:25 p.m.

L.A. Chargers at San Francisco, 7:20 p.m.
Monday's Games

Washington at Philadelphia, 7:15 p.m.
Next Thursday's Games

Tennessee at Green Bay, 7:15 p.m.

Teams on bye: Baltimore, Cincinnati, New England,

NY. Jets.

NFC AFC

East East

Team WLT Team WLT
Philadelphia 8 0 0  Buffalo 6 20
Dallas 6 20 NYlets 6 30
NY.Giants 6 2 0  Miami 6 30
Washington 4 5 0 NewEngland 5 4 0
North North

Team WLT Team WLT
Minnesota 7 1 O  Baltimore 6 30
GreenBay 3 6 O  Cincinnati 5 4 0
Chicago 3 60 Cleveland 350
Detroit 2 60 Pittsburgh 2 60
South South

Team WLT Team WLT
TampaBay 4 5 0  Tennessee 5 3 0
Atlanta 4 50 Indianapolis 3 51
NewOrleans 3 6 O  Jacksonville 3 6 0O
Carolina 2 7 0  Houston 1 61
West West

Team WLT Team WLT
Seattle 6 30 KansasCity 6 2 0
SanFrancisco 4 4 0 LA.Chargers 5 3 0
LARams 3 5 0  Denver 350
Arizona 360 lasVegas 2 60
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KEYS TO THE GAME

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

The Green Bay Packers (3-6)
will host the Dallas Cowboys (6-2)
at 3:25 p.m. on Sunday at Lambeau
Field in Green Bay. FOX will tele-
vise the game.

History

In a series that dates to 1960, the
Packers lead 20-17 (16-13 regular
season; 4-4 playoffs). The Packers
have won the last three matchups
— all in Dallas — including 34-24 in
2019. Aaron Jones ran for 107 yards
and four touchdowns and added
seven receptions for 75 yards.
Dallas won the last game played
at Lambeau, 30-16 in 2016. Dak
Prescott threw three touchdown
passes and Ezekiel Elliott rushed
for 157 yards.

Coaches

Green Bay — Matt LaFleur, 42-
16, fourth season. Dallas — Mike
McCarthy, 149-94-2 overall, 16th
season; he went 125-77-2 with the
Packers from 2006 through 2018.

When the Packers have the ball

After scoring only one touch-
down against a Lions defense that
was on pace to give up the most
points in NFL history and still ranks
32nd in points allowed, the Packers
rank 27th in scoring. Now comes a
much, much bigger challenge.

The Cowboys are third with 16.6
points allowed per game. They are
fourth in yards allowed per play
(4.77), 22nd in rushing yards al-
lowed per play (4.66), third in pass-
ing yards allowed per play (5.47),
first in sack percentage (12.6%),
ninth on third down (35.7% conver-
sions) and seventh in the red zone
(50% touchdowns).

Led by defensive coordinator
Dan Quinn, the Cowboys run out
of a 4-3 base alignment but mostly
play 3-3-5.

Each layer has a big-time play-
maker with defensive end DeMar-
cus Lawrence, linebacker Micah
Parsons and cornerback Trevon
Diggs.

Up front, it’s Lawrence, Osa
Odighizuwa and Quinton Bohan-
na. Lawrence has four sacks and
Dorance Armstrong has five off the
bench; otherwise, it’s a nondescript
group.

Green Bay’s hope for pulling off
an upset will be the offensive line
getting push against that group to
power the running game.

Leighton Vander Esch, Anthony

Green Bay Packers running back A.J. Dillon runs with the ball during a game against the Detroit Lions on
Nov. 6 in Detroit. The running game might be the key for the Packers pulling an upset against the Dallas
GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Cowboys this weekend.

Barr and Parsons — three first-
round picks — are the linebackers.
Parsons, the 12th pick of last year’s
draft, is one of the NFL’s great play-
ers, regardless of position. He is a
tremendous off-the-ball linebacker
on first and second down, and a su-
perb pass rusher on third down. In
24 career games, he’s got 21 sacks,
29 tackles for losses and five forced
fumbles. He’s fifth in the league
with eight sacks this year.

Vander Esch is second on the
team with 57 tackles. Barr, the for-
mer Vikings star, is the weak link.

Diggs and Anthony Brown are
the cornerbacks, Malik Hooker,
Donovan Wilson and Jayron Kearse
are the safeties, and DaRon Bland
mans the slot.

Diggs is an interesting player.

A first-round pick in 2020, he led
the NFL with 11 interceptions last
season and yet gave up the most
receiving yards in the league, ac-
cording to Pro Football Focus. This
year, he’s got three interceptions
and is second in the NFL with 12
passes defensed but is fifth in yards
allowed. Brown has allowed 36
completions, second-most in the

league.

Wilson has a team-high 59
tackles. Hooker is third with 37.
Both players have an interception.
Wilson will miss some tackles but
is an excellent blitzer.

When the Cowboys have the ball

Dallas is 12th with 22.9 points
per game. It’s fairly mediocre
across the board, ranking 13th in
yards per rush and 15th in yards
per pass. In the key situations, the
Cowboys are 22nd on third down
(37.8%) but eighth in the red zone
(63.6%).

Some of that is due to star quar-
terback Dak Prescott missing five
games due to injury. He’s played
the last two weeks and posted
passer ratings of 113.2 vs. Detroit
and 114.5 vs. Chicago.

In 2021, he ranked among the
NFL leaders in passing yards
(4,449), passing touchdowns (37)
and passer rating (104.2). He’s an
excellent runner, too, though he’s
scaled back on that a bit over the
years.

The Cowboys have a one-two
punch in the backfield with main-

stay Ezekiel Elliott and explosive
Tony Pollard. Elliott continues

to be the main man but Pollard is
crushing him on average (6.2 yards
per carry vs. 4.1).

CeeDee Lamb is Prescott’s favor-
ite target. After topping 1,100 yards
last year, he’s caught 42 passes for
556 yards and three touchdowns.
Fellow receivers Noah Brown (25
receptions, 339 yards) and Michael
Gallup (12 receptions, 135 yards in
five games but 1,107 yards in 2019)
and tight end Dalton Schultz (20
receptions, 203 yards) provide bal-
ance.

Dallas is renowned for its domi-
nant offensive lines. That’s not the
case with this group, though. With
eight-time Pro Bowler Tyron Smith
on injured reserve, rookie Tyler
Smith has stepped in at left tackle.
He’s allowed four sacks and been
guilty of seven penalties.

“I think he’s made a very ac-
celerated path. Think about where
we were going into the Tampa Bay
game” for week one, McCarthy said.
“His application, work ethic and all
that, he just needs to play. Not to
get on my soapbox here about of-
fensive line training ability as far as
their time and so forth, he’s just a
young guy that’s going to keep get-
ting better each week. Physically,
he’s got everything you look for.
He’s got the perfect temperament.
He’s an alpha.”

Right guard Zach Martin has
been a Pro Bowler in seven of his
eight seasons.

The rest of the line consists of
left guard Connor McGovern, for-
mer Wisconsin standout Tyler Bi-
adasz at center and Terence Steele
at right tackle.

Special teams

In Football Outsiders’ rankings,
Dallas is second and Green Bay is
29th.

Kicker Brett Maher is 15-0f-17 on
field goals, including 11-of-11 from
inside 50 yards.

He’s got a big-time leg, with op-
ponents returning only two of his
42 kickofts.

Punter Bryan Anger is among
the league leaders with a 48.5-yard
average and 42.4-yard net average.
Opponents are averaging 8 yards
per return.

Receiver KaVontae Turpin isn’t
going to break many tackles at 158
pounds but he’s got excellent accel-
eration ability. He’s averaging 24.2
yards per kickoff return (long of 63)
and 14.7 yards per punt return (long
of 52).
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Q&A WITH MIKE MCCARTHY

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Mike McCarthy will coach his first
game at Lambeau Field since Dec. 2,
2018, when he leads the Dallas Cow-
boys into Green Bay for Sunday’s
game against the Packers. From 2006
through his firing in 2018, he went 125-
77-2, led the team to the playoffs nine
times and won a Super Bowl in 2010.
He’s No. 2 in franchise history in wins
behind only Curly Lambeau.

Q: You and your family still
spend part of your offseason up
here. How different do you think it
will be to play a game at Lambeau
Field?

A: I'm looking forward to it. As
I told the team today, we’re blessed
to have a premier stadium, AT&T
Stadium, and coming back to Lambeau
Field, it’s one of a kind. I just told them
to embrace the opportunity but, at the
end of the day, we’re focusing on the
team we’re competing against.

TI'll continue to talk about specifics
and things I think are important as far
as playing up there in Lambeau. We'’re
looking forward to it. I know I'm look-
ing forward to it.

Q: Have you thought about what
it’s going to be like to arrive at the
stadium and walk onto the field for
the first time?

A:Iwouldn’t say I spend a lot of
time thinking about that. I think just
like anything in our league, in our busi-
ness, it’s the people you always look
forward to seeing. So, I'm definitely
looking forward to seeing everybody. I
expect everybody from the Green Bay
media to be in my press conference
afterwards. I'll be taking attendance.
(Pause) That was a joke.

Q: ’'m laughing.

A: I'm looking forward to that and
I'm also looking forward to coming
out of that locker room in that nar-
row tunnel, which is by design. Just
all the little things. I think it’s just like
anything, my mind is really on making
sure the team’s ready for just the little
intricacies leading up to the game, and
we’re coming up there to compete,
coming up there to win.

Q: How beneficial was it for you
to take a year off between jobs?

A: 1 think the year off was excellent.
I think it’s just like anything, especially
getting up there in age a little bit, being
in my 50s, it gives you time to reflect
and do the work that you need to do
to grow. It was really good for us as a
family to be together more and deal
with the transition.

Obviously, the pandemic was a
challenge because, frankly, I think I
spent more time up there than down

Mike McCarthy coaches during a 2013 Green Bay Packers game.

here in Dallas. So, I think the year off
really gave me a chance to take a step
back, reorganize a lot of things. I mean,
13 years is a long time.

Q: Do you ever go on Mike Mc-
Carthy Way?

A: If the kids want Sammy’s Pizza,
I go to Sammy’s Pizza. My good friend
Steve Nelson, his company’s on Mc-
Carthy Way. He tells me we got a new
street, new sidewalks, so he keeps me
posted. So, that’s a good thing, but I
don’t stay away from that. It’s a small
town. It’s a unique town.

Going back to the year off, I was
seeing the Titletown Orthopedics
two or three times a week for rehab
on some injuries and knee surgeries.
Yeah, I don’t shy away.

Q: What kind of reception do
you expect from the fans?

A: Really don’t have any expecta-
tions. I think just like anything, it’s
a fanbase that loves their team. I'm
hopeful that we have a lot of Cowboys
fans there. I was in a conversation last
week about it.

I actually worked in Green Bay in
1999 when Coach (Mike) Holmgren
came back to Lambeau Field for the
first time (as coach of the Seahawks).
I thought the crowd treated him with
respect. It’s a really special place that

way, and I would be all for a very posi-
tive reception.

Q: What are you most proud of?

A:1think I go back to one of the
first conversations I had with Ted
Thompson and Bob Harlan. A young
man by the name of Terrence Murphy
had an injury that the organization just
didn’t feel like it was in his best inter-
est to continue playing.

Out of that conversation was, ‘Hey,
I don’t have children, but we’re going
to treat these men as if they’re our own
children.” And that was a consistent
message of how we tried to do things
and obviously we had lot of success.

Q: What’s your favorite memo-
ry?

A: T always enjoyed the interactions
with the players, the team meetings
and things like that. It’s hard not to put
the Super Bowl victory at the forefront
of that. And I'm just talking about ev-
erything about it, just the way the team
prepared and the confidence that we
had before the game.

C.J. Wilson on the piano the night
before the game and the guys standing
around the piano signing. The wel-
coming to Dallas (the city) gave to us,
the fire engines shooting water over
the top of the plane and the biggest
escort I've ever seen. Just all the things

FILE PHOTO

AT A GLANCE

Position: Head coach, Dallas Cowboys
Age: 58

Season: Third with Dallas

College: Baker University

leading up to it and, obviously, beating
an excellent Pittsburgh Steeler team
and then top it off with the parade.

Q: How long did it take you to
get over being fired?

A:1think the year off was exactly
what I needed. It was not ideal to be
right there in town, just being honest,
but I think that time did give me the
chance to be with my family so much
more. It just opens their eyes to the
things that we know that we all miss
as coaches in this industry. But, you
know, I do understand it.

You know, 13 years is a very long
time to be there. But there’s a reason
why it lasted 13 years and why it went
that long. I was never really torn about
the change, because that’s the way the
coaching profession goes. The exit,
you know, I definitely was not a fan of,
and it left a dent in our family.

But the year off and the opportunity
to be together and do the things we
did, I think in hindsight it turned out to
be one of the best things that we were
able to go through.
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NOTEBOOK

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Unfamiliar territory

Together, Mike McCarthy and
Aaron Rodgers brought the title back
to Titletown.

Under the tutelage of McCarthy,
Rodgers went from promising pros-
pect to future Hall of Famer. They won
a Super Bowl together in 2010. A year
later, Rodgers won the first of his four
NFL MVPs.

After a decade of being McCarthy’s
starting quarterback, they’ll be on
opposite sidelines for the first time on
Sunday when the Green Bay Packers
host the Dallas Cowboys. While Green
Bay’s season has gone up in smoke
with a five-game losing streak and 3-6
record, Dallas is 6-2 and emerging as a
Super Bowl contender.

“I think it’s fair to say I've had
great communications with Aaron
lately,” McCarthy said in a conference
call with Packers beat reporters on
Monday. “I look forward to seeing him
in-person. But my motivation is to get
to 7-2.

“They’re a dangerous, dangerous
football team. They’re very impressive
with talent and particularly some of
their talent on their defense. It’s a lot
of new faces that we haven’t competed
against. I'm just really focused on win-
ning the game.”

Coming off back-to-back MVP
seasons, Rodgers has not been able to
rescue the Packers from their funk. His
three interceptions — two in the red
zone and one into double coverage —
were a major reason why they lost 15-9
to the woeful Detroit Lions.

McCarthy, though, knows what
Rodgers is capable of doing. In 2016,
the Packers were 4-6 following a
four-game losing streak. Rodgers then
embarked on one of the great stretches
of quarterback play in NFL history as
Green Bay ran the table with six con-
secutive wins and eventually reached
the NFC title game.

“I think Aaron’s been playing at an
MVP level since probably 09, just the
way I view it,” McCarthy said. “I got
a chance to watch him play a lot this
weekend. His footwork and ball me-
chanics, it’s always been off the charts.
I still see him playing at a high level.
Obviously, he’s playing with a number
of different players, but I've been very,
very impressed with the video that he
has.”

Replacing Gary

Given how this season unfolded,
the worst thing that happened on
Sunday at Detroit wasn’t losing to the
Lions. It was losing star outside line-

Green Bay Packers quarterback Jordan Love (10) looks on before the team's game against the Detroit Lions on Nov. 6 in Detroit. Coach Matt LaFleur has said
he will not make a quarterback change despite the team's offensive struggles.

backer Rashan Gary to a torn ACL.

Gary leads the team with six sacks
and entered the game ranked fifth in
Pro Football Focus’ pass-rushing pro-
ductivity, a metric that measures sacks,
hits and hurries per pass-rushing snap.

A source said Gary’s recovery time-
line is nine to 11 months, which signals
the injury is a bit more significant than
just a torn ACL.

The next man up is impressive
rookie Kingsley Enagbare. A fifth-
round pick this year, he’s been coming
on strong. Enagbare had zero sacks
and, according to PFF, zero quarter-
back pressures in the first five games.
He had two sacks and six pressures the
last four games. He would have had a
third sack vs. Detroit if not for a ques-
tionable roughing-the-passer penalty.

“He’s been getting better week in
and week out,” Gary said of Enagbare
last week. “He’s starting to understand
the standard of our room and being an
outside linebacker here and under-
standing what it means to be a Packer.

“I'm just happy that, the more reps
that he gets, that he’s taking full advan-
tage. You see him getting better on the
practice field, and what he does on the
practice field translates to the game
field. 'm just happy for his success.
He’s a hungry player.”

Changes coming?
With it looking increasingly un-

likely that the Packers will be able to
turn the season around, are changes
coming?

Nothing major.

Immediately after the loss at De-
troit, LaFleur said he was not consider-
ing a change at quarterback. Rodgers
will start against the Cowboys, not
Jordan Love.

No changes are coming on the
coaching staff, either, even though a
“work in progress” offense, as it was
called by everyone from Rodgers to
LaFleur to general manager Brian
Gutekunst during training camp, has
shown almost no signs of progress.

Against the worst defense in the
NFL, the Packers punted only once but
scored only one touchdown thanks in
large part to three interceptions when
in scoring position.

“We collectively have got to do a
better job, starting with myself, and try
to put our players in a better position,”
LaFleur said on Monday. “I thought on
special teams, we did a pretty decent
job. I thought our defense did a really
good job, as well, in terms of getting
some key stops, limiting a team to 15
points.

“If you hold somebody to 15 points
— and this is what I told the team —
we expect to win that game. Bottom
line. Offensively, we were moving the
ball pretty well, but this game’s about
points.”
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Youth movement

Maybe it’s just an excuse, but two
reasons for the passing game’s weekly
struggles are injuries and lack of con-
tinuity.

Following the trade of Davante
Adams, the Packers don’t have a go-to
receiver. Allen Lazard, the team’s most
reliable receiver, has missed 22 games.
Cobb on Sunday will miss a fourth
consecutive game.

Past-his-prime veteran Sammy
Watkins missed four games and can’t
get on the same page. Rookie Christian
Watson can’t get through a game with-
out an injury. Fellow rookie Romeo
Doubs was injured on the first play
against Detroit.

“There is a lot of inexperience
around him,” LaFleur said. “T always
get a little bit confused when we talk
about this, to be honest with you,
because there’s a lot of things that
happen out there on the field that you
need guys to kind of react to.

“We got a couple of looks in the
game where I'm like, ‘Whoa, I haven’t
seen some of those looks before.” So,
you need guys to kind of be instinctual,
and the best way to do that is to go out
there and play and bank those reps.

I don’t really know if I've got a good
answer for you other than, yes, is there
going to be a lot of learning along the
way.”
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Rodgers throws 3 INTs as Pack falls to Lions

Green Bay unable
to finish off drives

By LARRY LAGE
The Associated Press

Aaron Rodgers faked a handoff,
rolled right and threw off-balance left,
woefully short of his target.

Rodgers’ poor pass intended for
left tackle David Bakhtiari on a fourth
down was picked off by rookie Aidan
Hutchinson. It was one of several plays
the four-time NFL MVP wished he had
back.

Rodgers matched a career high
with three interceptions and threw
an incomplete pass on fourth down
from the Detroit 17 in the final minute,
letting the Lions hold on for a 15-9 win
over the Green Bay Packers on Nov. 6
in a matchup of slumping teams.

When Rodgers was asked why
he still believes this team can turn it
around, he looked down at a lectern
and had a long pause before answer-
ing.

“I've been counted out many times
in my life, as have many of my team-
mates,” He said. “I hope we just dig
deep and find a way. We will truly be
underdogs for many games moving
forward. Hopefully we can embrace
that.”

The Packers (3-6) have lost five
straight for the first time since 2008,
when Rodgers was a first-year starter.

“I would be concerned if I saw guys
not competing out there,” coach Matt
LaFleur said.

Rodgers thought about retiring in
the offseason after winning a second
straight NFL MVP award, but he chose
to keep playing and insisted he doesn’t
regret it.

“When I decided to come back, it
was all in,” he said.

The Lions (2-6) ended a five-game
losing streak, giving them a desper-
ately needed win after defensive backs
coach Aubrey Pleasant was fired and
standout tight end T.J. Hockenson was
traded.

“I'm exhausted,” said coach Dan
Campbell, who won for the fifth time
in 25 games in Detroit. “I want to go
home, put my feet up and drink a
beer.”

Detroit tried to seal the victory late
in the fourth when Campbell went for
it on fourth-and-3 from the Green Bay
43, Jared Goff’s pass was incomplete.

Rodgers failed to take advantage.
He did convert a fourth-and-2 with a

Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers winds up to make a throw against the Detroit Lions on Nov. 6 in Detroit.

lob to Samori Toure, who fumbled out
of bounds at the Detroit 17.

Rodgers threw four straight in-
complete passes to end a lousy game
overall. He was 23 of 42 for 291 yards
with a TD and had three interceptions
for the fifth time in his career.

On the field and the sideline, Rodg-
ers looked and sounded upset with his
teammates.

“It’s disappointing and frustrating,
but yeah, I think that we all probably
could do a little bit better job of con-
trolling that frustration,” LaFleur said.

Goff was 14 of 26 for 137 yards
with touchdown passes to Shane
Zylstra and James Mitchell, a pair
of tight ends that took advantage of
an increased role after Detroit dealt

Hockenson to Minnesota.

Rodgers threw interceptions in the
end zone on his first two possessions.
Kerby Joseph picked off the first one
on a deflected pass and Hutchinson
intercepted the next one.

“He told me he gave me a gift,”
Hutchinson said.

Campbell made a call on Green
Bay’s next possession that panned out,
winning a challenge that overturned a
Green Bay catch on fourth down.

Detroit took advantage, break-
ing a scoreless tie with Goff’s 1-yard
touchdown pass to Zylstra early in
the second quarter. Jamaal Williams
ran for a 2-point conversion after a
running-into-the-kicker penalty.

Goff threw an interception early in
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the third quarter and Rodgers gave it
back two snaps later, getting picked off
at the Lions 3 by Joseph again.

Rodgers responded with a 20-yard
touchdown pass to Allen Lazard, but
his 2-point conversion pass to him was
broken up by Jeff Okudah, allowing the
Lions to lead 8-6.

Goff gave Detroit a nine-point lead
with his second touchdown pass, a
3-yard throw to rookie tight end James
Mitchell.

Green Bay stalled at the Lions 7 on
the ensuing drive and had to settle for
Mason Crosby’s 25-yard field goal that
cut its deficit to six midway through
the fourth quarter.
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