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Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers, left, drops back to pass during the team's Family Night practice on Aug. 7 at Lambeau Field. The Packers open the season this Sunday against the New Orleans
Saints in Jacksonville. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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Green Bay with Super Bowl aspirations

Team looks to avoid
third straight loss
in NFC title game

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

An offseason of rumors and
speculation are in the rear-view mir-
ror and it’s finally time for the Green
Bay Packers to step on the field and
open the 2021 NFL season.

While the Packers again have
aspirations of bringing the Lombardi
Trophy back to Green Bay, it’s still
hard not to wonder if this is the final
ride with this particular core of play-
ers on the roster.

Two fan favorites — quarterback
Aaron Rodgers and wide receiver
Davante Adams — are at the center
of the speculation.

Rodgers, of course, was at the
heart of most of the offseason news
after news broke on the first night of
the 2021 NFL Draft that he was un-
happy with the team and wanted out
of Green Bay. When he finally was
able to tell his side of the story, Rod-
gers expressed that he just wanted
to be part of the team’s conversa-
tions involving players and things
that impacted his job as quarterback,
saying he’d earned that right after 16
seasons with the team.

Adams is set to become an unre-
stricted free agent at the end of the
season but hadn’t received a new
contract as of the week before the
regular season opened.

One of the league’s best duos didn’t
do much to quell the speculation,
posting Instagram stories on July 23
with the same picture of Chicago Bulls
legends Michael Jordan and Scottie
Pippen, hinting this could be their last
season together in Green Bay, or “The
Last Dance,” like the popular docu-
mentary that aired in 2020.

Even with all the drama surround-
ing the team, the goal is still simple
— win the Super Bowl.

“It’s Titletown. It’s championship
or disappointment,” said Rodgers in
an interview a couple weeks back.

The last two seasons has seen
Green Bay fall one win short of the big
game. Last year, the Packers were un-
able to rally late in a loss to the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers at Lambeau Field.

With a lower salary cap than in
2020, all NFL teams were forced
to make cuts to their rosters and

Green Bay Packers receiver Davante Adams reaches out to make a catch during the team’s Family Night practice on Aug. 7 at Lambeau Field. Adams is one of
the Packers facing an uncertain future in Green Bay as the season gets started.

restructure several contracts to make
the numbers align with the cap for
this season.

The Packers did what they could
to bring back most of their 2020
team, re-signing players like run-
ning back Aaron Jones, wide receiver
Allen Lazard, tight ends Marcedes
Lewis and Robert Tonyan and cor-
nerback Kevin King.

Players lost to free agency were
mostly backups, aside from center
Corey Linsley, who the team replaced
by drafting Ohio State’s Josh Myers in
the second round of the draft.

The team opened the draft by get-
ting some defensive help in corner-

back Eric Stokes, and then landed
wide receiver Amari Rodgers in the
third round.

In an effort to appease Rodgers,
Packers General Manager Brian
Gutekunst traded for beloved re-
ceiver Randall Cobb, so the offense
should have plenty of weapons to
work with.

With only three preseason games
being played this year and the Pack-
ers choosing to hold out most of their
starters on both sides of the ball,
fans are still waiting to see what the
arrival of new defensive coordinator
Joe Barry can do for the unit that has
had its ups and downs over the past
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couple seasons.

With a lot of familiar faces on the
team, and with the success the team
has had under coach Matt LaFleur,
fans of the green and gold are eager
to get the season started so the focus
can shift to football instead of all the
what-if scenarios that could arise
after the season.

The team was scheduled to open
the season in a tough road environ-
ment facing the New Orleans Saints.
Instead, the game was moved to Jack-
sonville after Hurricane Ida ripped
through New Orleans.

sports@newmedia-wi.com
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BY THE NUMBERS

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

The Green Bay Packers open their
2021 season this Sunday against the
New Orleans Saints, hoping to start
strong on their quest for a Super
Bowl.

Here are some numbers that
Packers players and coaches have ac-
cumulated over the years and high-
light some things to watch for as the
season gets underway:

26

The amount of regular season wins
the Packers have combined in Matt
LaFleur’s two seasons as the head
coach, going 13-3 both years. The win
total was enough to win the Pack-
ers the NFC North and receive a bye
in the playoffs both seasons, but the
team lost in the NFC Championship
Games in both years.

4

Years of defensive coordinator
experience for Joe Barry, who is the
team’s new defensive coordinator. He
served in the position from 2015-16
with Washington and was Detroit’s
coordinator from 2007-08. Barry was
on the Los Angeles Rams’ staff in
2020, when the team posted the NFL’s
best scoring defense and overall de-
fense numbers.

48

The amount of passing touch-
downs for quarterback Aaron Rodgers
during the 2020 season, a career high
for the one day Hall-of-Fame player.
The big season helped Rodgers win
the Most Valuable Player award for
the third time.

12

Touchdowns for wide receiver
Randall Cobb while playing for the
Packers in 2014. After playing for the
Dallas Cowboys and Houston Texans
the past two seasons, Cobb is back in
Green Bay after being traded to the
team in late July. The receiver was
drafted by the team in the second
round of the 2011 NFL Draft.

185

Receiving yards in three preseason
games for receiver Malik Taylor, who
made the team’s initial 53-man roster.
Taylor caught 14 passes and his 185
yards were the most of any player
this preseason. The receiver had five
catches for 66 yards and a touchdown
for the team in 2020.

161
Pick number in the 2021 NFL Draft

Green Bay Packers cornerback Eric Stokes reaches down to try and catch a pass during the team's Family Night practice on Aug. 7 at Lambeau Field. Stokes
was the team'’s first-round pick in the 2021 NFL Draft.

for center Josh Myers, who is expect-
ed to start for the team. Myers played
collegiately at Ohio State, which is
where Corey Linsley — the player
Myers is replacing at center — also
attended college.

6

The number of weeks left tackle
David Bakhtiari will miss, at least, as
he starts the year on the physically
unable to perform list and works
his way back from a knee injury he
suffered in practice back on Dec. 3L
Elgton Jenkins is expected to move
over to left tackle to replace the All-
Pro lineman.

12172

Sacks for outside linebacker
Za’Darius Smith, which led the team
in 2020. Smith has been battling a
back injury during training camp and
the preseason and could miss the
game against the Saints.

5

Sacks in 2020 for outside lineback-
er Rashan Gary, who registered 2V2
of those sacks in the final five regular
season games before a 12 sack game
against the Rams in the team’s post-
season opener. Even if Smith were to
play this weekend, Gary is expected
to see a larger role on the defense in
his third pro season.

122

Career high in tackles for lineback-
er De’Vondre Campbell back in 2019.
Campbell is expected to start at one
of the inside linebacker spots for the
Packers, with Krys Barnes alongside
him.

4.25

The 40-yard dash time for Packers
rookie cornerback Eric Stokes. The
Packers took Stokes with the 29th
pick of the 2021 NFL Draft, hoping to
add some speed to the defensive side
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of the ball and create some more com-
petition in the cornerback room.

2

Interceptions by cornerback Jaire
Alexander against Tom Brady and the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers in the NFC
title game last season. After another
big season, Alexander was named
to his first-ever Pro Bowl and was a
second-team All-Pro.

459

The average punt distance in yards
for new punter Corey Bojorquez, who
the team acquired from the Rams as
the team cut its roster to 53 players.
Bojorquez replaces J.K. Scott, who
was released.

16

Field goals made and attempted
for kicker Mason Crosby in 2020. The
16/16 year set a new franchise record
(with a minimum of one attempt per
game) for field goal percentage.
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PACKERS ROSTER

Active

# NAME

2 Mason Crosby

7 Corey Bojorquez
8 Amari Rodgers
10 Jordan Love

12 Aaron Rodgers
13 Allen Lazard

17 Davante Adams
18 Randall Cobb
20 Kevin King

21 Eric Stokes

22 Shemar Jean-Charles
23 Jaire Alexander
24 Isaac Yiadom

26 Darnell Savage
28 Al Dillon

31 Adrian Amos

32 Kylin Hill

33 Aaron Jones

36 Vernon Scott

39 Chandon Sullivan
41 Henry Black

42 Oren Burks

43 Hunter Bradley
44 Ty Summers

47 Chauncey Rivers
49 Dominique Dafney
51 Krys Barnes

52 Rashan Gary

53 Jonathan Garvin
55 Za'Darius Smith
58 Isaiah McDuffie
59 De'Vondre Campbell
62 Lucas Patrick

67 Jake Hanson

70 Royce Newman
71 Josh Myers

73 Yosh Nijman

74 Elgton Jenkins

POS. HT.

K

P
WR
QB
QB
WR
WR
WR
(B
(B
(B
(B
(B
S
RB
S
RB
RB
S
(B
S
LB
LS
LB
LB
TE
LB
LB
LB
LB
LB
LB
G

C
T/G
C/G
T

G

6-1
6-0
59
6-4
6-2
6-5
6-1
5-10
6-3
6-0
5-10
5-10
6-1
51
6-0
6-0
5-10
59
6-2
51
6-0
6-3
6-3
6-1
6-2
6-2
6-2
6-5
6-4
6-4
6-1
6-3
6-3
6-4
6-5
6-5
6-7
6-5

WT.
207
217
212
219
225
227
215
195
200
194
184
196
190
198
247
214
214
208
202
189
204
233
241
24
259
243
229
277
257
272
227
232
33
296
310
310
314
3N

AGE EXP. COLLEGE

36
24
21

22
37
25
28
31

26
22
23
24
25
24
23
28
23
26
23
25
24
26
27
25
24
24
23
23
22
28
22
28
28
24
24
23
25
25
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Colorado

New Mexico
Clemson

Utah State
California

lowa State
Fresno State
Kentucky
Washington
Georgia
Appalachian State
Louisville

Boston College
Maryland

Boston College
Penn State
Mississippi State
Texas-El Paso
TCU

Georgia State
Baylor
Vanderbilt
Mississippi State
TCU

Mississippi State
Indiana State
UCLA

Michigan

Miami

Kentucky

Boston College
Minnesota

Duke

Oregon
Mississippi

Ohio State
Virginia Tech
Mississippi State

76 Jon Runyan G 6-4
77 Billy Turner G/T 65
79 Dennis Kelly T 638
81 Josiah Deguara TE 62
83 Marquez Valdes-Scantling WR ~ 6-4
85 Robert Tonyan TE 65
86 Malik Taylor WR 6

89 Marcedes Lewis TE 66
90 Jack Heflin DL 63
91 Preston Smith B 65
93 T.J.Slaton DL 64
94 Dean Lowry DL 6-6
95 Tyler Lancaster DL 63
96 Kingsley Keke DL 63
97 Kenny Clark DL 63
Reserve/Injured

25 Will Redmond S 51
56 Randy Ramsey B 63
Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform
69 David Bakhtiari T 64
Reserve/Suspended by Commissioner
87 Jace Sternberger TE 64
Practice Squad

6 Kurt Benkert QB 63
16 Chris Blair WR 62
19 Equanimeous St.Brown WR  6-5
27 Patrick Taylor RB  6-2
35 J.J. Molson K 51
38 Innis Gaines S 6-1

45 Bronson Kaufusi TE 66
46 Steven Wirtel LS 64
48 Kabion Ento CB 6

50 Tipa Galeai B 65
57 Ray Wilborn B 63
60 Jacob Capra G/T 65
64 Ben Braden G 6-6
72 Abdullah Anderson DL 63
78 Cole Van Lanen TG 64
88 Juwann Winfree WR 61

307
310
321

238
206
237
220
267
304
265
330
296
313

288
314

186
238

310
251

218
198
214
217
180
202
270
228
187
229
230
300
329
303
305
210

24
29
31
24
26
27
25
37
23
28
23
27
26
24
25

27
25

29
25

26
23
24
23
24
23
30
23
25
24
24
22
27
25
23
24

w o
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Michigan

North Dakota State
Purdue
Cincinnati

South Florida
Indiana State
Ferris State
UCLA

lowa

Mississippi State
Florida
Northwestern
Northwestern
Texas A&M
UCLA

Mississippi State
Arkansas

Colorado
Texas A&M

Virginia

Alcorn State
Notre Dame
Memphis
UCLA

TCU

Brigham Young
lowa State
Colorado

Utah State

Ball State

San Diego State
Michigan
Bucknell
Wisconsin
Colorado
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SAINTS ROSTER

Active

# NAME

1 Marquez Callaway
2 Jameis Winston

3 Wil Lutz

4 Blake Gillikin

7 Taysom Hill

10 Tre'Quan Smith

1 Deonte Harris

16 lan Book

20 Pete Werner

22 C.). Gardner-Johnson
23 Marshon Lattimore
24 Dwayne Washington
25 Ken Crawley

26 PJ. Williams

27 Malcolm Jenkins
28 Latavius Murray
29 Paulson Adebo

37 Tony Jones Jr.

38 Jeff Heath

41 Alvin Kamara

42 Chase Hansen

43 Marcus Williams
45 Garrett Griffin

46 Adam Prentice

48 )T. Gray

49 Zach Wood

50 Andrew Dowell

51 Cesar Ruiz

53 Zack Baun

55 Kaden Elliss

56 Demario Davis

58 Kwon Alexander
64 Will Clapp

67 Landon Young

70 Christian Ringo

71 Ryan Ramczyk

72 Terron Armstead
74 James Hurst

POS. HT.

WR
QB
K

P
QB
WR
WR
QB
LB
S
(B
RB
(B
(B
SS
RB
(B
RB
S
RB
LB
S
TE
FB
DB
LS
LB
C/G
LB
LB
LB
OLB
C

T
DT
T

T
oL

6-2
6-4
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WT.
204
231
184
196
221
210
170
206
242
210
192
223
180
196
204
230
192
224
212
215
222
195
240
245
202
255
225
316
225
238
248
227
3N
321
300
314
304
310

AGE EXP. COLLEGE

23
27
27
23
31

25
23
23
22
23
25
27
28
28
33
31

22
23
30
26
28
24
27
24
25
28
24
22
24
26
32
27
24
24
29
27
30
29

Tennessee

Florida State
Georgia State

Penn State

Brigham Young
Central Florida
Assumption College
Notre Dame

Ohio State

Florida

Ohio State
Washington
Colorado

Florida State

Ohio State

Central Florida
Stanford

Notre Dame
Saginaw Valley State
Tennessee

Utah

Utah

Air Force

South Carolina
Mississippi State
Southern Methodist
Michigan State
Michigan
Wisconsin

Idaho

Arkansas State

LsuU

Louisiana State
Kentucky
Louisiana-Lafayette
Wisconsin
Arkansas-Pine Bluff
North Carolina

75 Andrus Peat

76 Calvin Throckmorton

78 Erik McCoy

81 Nick Vannett

82 Adam Trautman
83 Juwan Johnson
84 LilJordan Humphrey
88 Ty Montgomery
90 Tanoh Kpassagnon
92 Marcus Davenport
94 Cameron Jordan
96 Carl Granderson
97 Malcolm Roach
98 Payton Turner

99 Shy Tuttle

G/T
oL
C/G
TE
TE
TE
WR
WR
DE
DE
DE
DE
DL
DE
DT

6-7
6-5
6-4
6-6
6-5
6-4
6-4
6-0
67
6-6
6-4
6-5
6-3
6-6
6-3

Reserve/Physically Unable to Perform

13 Michael Thomas
Reserve/Injured
33 Brian Poole

73 Ethan Greenidge
77 Jalen Dalton

89 Dylan Soehner

WR

CB
oL
DT
TE

6-3

5-10
6-4
6-6
6-6

Reserve/Suspended by Commissioner

93 David Onyemata
Practice Squad

14 Kawaan Baker

17 Kevin White

18 Easop Winston Jr.
35 KeiVarae Russell
39 Bryan Mills

40 Alex Armah

54 Wynton McManis
60 Albert Huggins
65 Caleb Benenoch
86 Ethan Wolf

91 Josiah Bronson

DT

6-4

6-1

6-3
6-0
51
6-1

6-2
6-1

6-3
6-5
6-6
63

316
309
303
261
253
231
225
216
289
265
287
261
290
270
300

212

213

335
300
270

300

215
216
192
194
174
255
225
305
305
252
300
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Stanford
Oregon
Texas A&M
Ohio State
Dayton
Oregon
Texas
Stanford
Villanova
Texas-San Antonio
California
Wyoming
Texas
Houston
Tennessee

Ohio State

Florida
Villanova
North Carolina
lowa State

Manitoba (Canada)

South Alabama
West Virginia
Washington State
Notre Dame
North Carolina Central
West Georgia
Memphis
Clemson

UCLA

Tennessee
Washington
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GAME VITALS

GREEN BAY PACKERS at

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS

WHEN: 3:25 p.m. Sunday
WHERE: TTAA Bank Field,

Jacksonville (game moved because of

Hurricane Ida)
TV: FOX

RADIO: 620 AM (WTM)), Sirius

Satellite Radio (WTM]J feed)

THE SERIES

Packers vs. Saints

All-time, regular season: 17-9
All-time, postseason: Never met
All-time, at Saints: 7-6

Streaks: The Packers have won

three of the past five matchups

against the Saints, but the teams have
split the last 10 matchups. Prior to
Green Bay’s road win over New Or-
leans in 2020, the Saints had been on
a three-game winning streak on their

home field.

Last meeting, regular season:
Sept. 27, 2020, Packers won 37-30 at
Mercedes-Benz Superdome

SCHEDULE

Date Opponent
Sept. 12 at New Orleans
Sept. 20  vs. Detroit
Sept. 26 at San Francisco
Oct.3  vs. Pittsburgh
Oct.10  at Cincinnati
Oct.17  at Chicago
Oct.24  vs. Washington
Oct.28  at Arizona
Nov.7  atKansas City
Nov.14  vs. Seattle
Nov.21  at Minnesota
Nov.28  vs.L.A.Rams
BYE WEEK

Dec.12  vs. Chicago
Dec.19  at Baltimore
Dec.25 vs. Cleveland
Jan. 2 vs. Minnesota
Jan.9 at Detroit

Time

3:25 p.m.

715 p.m.

7:20 p.m.
3:25 p.m.

noon
noon
noon
720

3:25 p.m.
3:25 p.m.

noon

3:25 p.m.

7:20 p.m.

noon

3:30 p.m.
7:20 p.m.

noon

v
FOX
ESPN
NBC
CBS
FOX
FOX
FOX
FOX
FOX
CBS
FOX
FOX

NBC
FOX
FOX
NBC
FOX

PACKERS DEPTH CHART

OFFENSE FYl
RB Rosters and depth charts are accurate as of Sept.
Aaron Jones QB 5615 pm.
A.). Dillon Aaron Rodgers
Jordan Love
WR WR
Davante Adams Marquez Valdes-Scantling
Allen Lazard Randall Cobb
TE TE
Robert Tonyan RT RG C LG LT Marcedes Lewis
Dominique Dafney Billy Turner Royce Newman Josh Myers  Lucas Patrick Elgton Jenkins Josiah Deguara
Dennis Kelly ~ Lucas Patrick  Jake Hanson Elgton Jenkins Yosh Nijman
DEFENSE
(B DE NT DE (B
Jaire Alexander Dean Lowry Kenny Clark Kingsley Keke Kevin King
Chandon Sullivan Tyler Lancaster T.J. Slaton Jack Heflin Eric Stokes

OLB ILB ILB OLB
Preston Smith Krys Barnes De'Vondre Campbell Za'Darius Smith
Rashan Gary Oren Burks Ty Summers Jonathan Garvin
S S
Adrian Amos Darnell Savage
Vernon Scott Henry Black
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SAINTS DEPTH CHART SCHEDULE

Thursday's Games
OFFENSE Dallas at Tampa Bay, 7:20 p.m.
RB Sunday's Games
Alvin Kamara QB FB Jacksonville at Houstop, noon
Latavius Murray ameis Winston Alex Armah LA. Chargers at Washington, noon
Tayson Hill Seattle at Indianapolis, noon

N.Y. Jets at Carolina, noon
Minnesota at Cincinnati, noon
Arizona at Tennessee, noon

San Francisco at Detroit, noon
Pittsburgh at Buffalo, noon
Philadelphia at Atlanta, noon

Green Bay at New Orleans, 3:25 p.m.
Cleveland at Kansas City, 3:25 p.m.

WR , WR . Denver at N. Giants, 3:25 p.m.
Marquez Callaway Tre'Quan Smith I
Ty Montgomery Lilordan Humphrey Miami at New England, 3:25 p.m.
TE Chicago at L.A. Rams, 7:20 p.m.
RT RG c G T Adam Trautman Monday’s Games
Ryan Ramczyk  Cesar Ruiz  Erik McCoy Andrus Peat  Terron Armstead Nick Vannett Baltlmore’a t Las Vegas, 715 pm.
Landon Young Will Clapp  Calvin Throckmorton James Hurst Thurs.daysGames.(Sept.16)
N.Y. Giants at Washington, 7:20 p.m.
e STANDINGS
AFC NFC
East East
(B DE DT DT DE CB Team WLT Team. WLT
M:r5h|°" LT:’EOTG Marcus Davenport Malcolm Roach Shy Tuttle Cameron Jordan Ken Crawley f/llf:::) :f)z 8 \rflv\?s(lgliﬁ::n ZJ ?O(o)
aulson Adebo istian Ri X
Carl Granderson Christian Ringo Tanoh Kpassagnon New England 7 9 0 Dalas 6 100
NY. Jets 2 140 Philadelphia 4 11 1
North North
Team WLT Team WLT
Pittsburgh 12 4 0 GreenBay 133 0
Baltimore 11 5 0 Chicago 8 80
oLB ILB oLB Cleveland 11 5 0  Minnesota 7 9 0
Kwon Alexander Demario Davis Kaden Elliss Cincinnati 4 11 Detroit 510
Zack Baun Chase Hansen Andrew Dowell South South
Team WLT Team WLT
Tennessee 11 5 0 New Orleans 12 4 0
Indianapolis 11 5 0 TampaBay 1 5 0
Houston 4 120 Carolina 510
Jacksonville 1 15 0 Atlanta 4 120
West West
S S Team WL T Team WLT
Malcolm Jenkins Marcus Williams Kansas City 14 2 0 Seattle 240
C.J. Gardner-Johnson P.J. Williams lasVegas 8 8 0 LA.Rams 106 0O
L.A.Chargers 7 9 0 Arizona 880
Denver 510 San Francisco 6 10 0
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KEYS TO THE GAME

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

The Green Bay Packers (13-3 in
2020) travel to Jacksonville to face
the New Orleans Saints (12-4) at 3:25
p.m. on Sept. 12. FOX will televise the
game.

History

Packers lead 17-9, including a 37-
30 win in New Orleans last season.

With Davante Adams sidelined
by injury, Aaron Rodgers was 21-of-
32 passing for 283 yards and three
touchdowns. Allen Lazard caught six
passes for 146 yards and one touch-
down, and Za’Darius Smith had a
pivotal sack and strip of Taysom Hill
in the fourth quarter.

Coaches

Green Bay - Matt LaFleur, 26-6
entering third season. Since the
NFL went to a divisional format in
1967, LaFleur and George Seifert
are the only coaches in NFL history
to win 11-plus games and a division
title in each of his first two seasons.
New Orleans - Sean Payton, 143-81
entering 15th season. His teams have
won 11-plus games four consecutive
seasons.

When the Packers have the ball

This will be a clash of the titans.
Last season, Green Bay led the NFL
in scoring. New Orleans’ defense
is strong, though. While the Pack-
ers piled up 37 points in an empty
Superdome in week three, coordina-
tor Dennis Allen’s crew finished the
season ranked fifth in points allowed
(21.1 per game) and fourth in total
defense (310.9 yards per game).

In fact, the Saints ranked in the
top 10 of every major category with
the exception of the red zone. Their
defense stopped the run (fourth with
3.85 yards allowed per carry), sacked
the quarterback (sixth with a sack
rate of 8.08 percent) and forced turn-
overs (third with 26 takeaways, first
with 18 interceptions).

“Dennis Allen is a guy that I've got
as much respect for as anybody in
this league, just looking at what he’s
been able to accomplish throughout
the course of his career,” LaFleur
said. “When you watch that defense,
man, those guys, they fly around,
they attack the football. They’re
very, very physical. He gives you
some challenging looks. Every week,
they have a different wrinkle in that
there’s going to be some unscouted
looks out there I know that they’re
going to be ready for us and we’ll

Green Bay Packers head coach Matt LaFleur, left, talks with defensive coordinator Joe Barry during the team's Family Night practice on Aug. 7 at Lambeau
Field. LaFleur is entering his third year as the team's head coach, while Barry makes his debut as defensive coordinator of the Packers this Sunday.

do our best to make sure that we’re
prepared for whatever they might
show us.”

The Saints have a star at each
level of Allen’s 4-3 defense.

Up front, six-time Pro Bowl defen-

sive end Cameron Jordan leads the
charge. Over the last four seasons,
he’s recorded 47.5 sacks. He gener-
ally rushes against the offensive right

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

tackle, meaning a matchup vs. Billy
Turner.

A pair of first-round picks, Mar-
cus Davenport and rookie Payton
Turner, and young veterans Carl
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Granderson and Tanoh Kpassagnon
provide outstanding depth on the
edge. The Saints aren’t as good at
defensive tackle, especially with
David Onyemata opening the season
with a suspension.

All-Pro Demario Davis leads the
linebacker corps. Over the last four
seasons, he’s recorded 475 tackles,
18 sacks and 24 passes defensed.
Oft-injured veteran Kwon Alexan-
der and former Wisconsin star Zack
Baun will flank Davis.

The secondary is much like
Green Bay’s, with one stud at cor-
nerback (Marshon Lattimore) and
outstanding safeties (Malcolm Jen-
kins, Marcus Williams and Chaunc-
ey Gardner-Johnson). The question
is at the other cornerback position.
The pressure will be on Ken Craw-
ley, who has allowed 10 touchdowns
while intercepting only two passes
in four seasons, and rookie third-
round pick Paulson Adebo.

When the Saints have the ball

In his third tour of duty as a
defensive coordinator, Joe Barry has
what he lacked at previous stops in
Detroit and Washington: Talent. As
is the case with New Orleans, Barry
has a game-changer on each tier of
the defense with defensive tackle

Kenny Clark, outside linebackers
Za’Darius Smith, Preston Smith and
Rashan Gary, cornerback Jaire Alex-
ander, and safeties Adrian Amos and
Darnell Savage.

There’s a big change in New
Orleans. That obviously is at quarter-
back, with Jameis Winston replacing
future Hall of Famer Drew Brees.
Stylistically, they could hardly be
more different. Brees offset his limit-
ed arm strength with robotic efficien-
cy. In each of his final four seasons,
he completed better than 70 percent
of his passes while tossing only 23
interceptions. In 2019, when Winston
started for Tampa Bay, he completed
60.7 percent of his passes and threw
a whopping 30 interceptions.

Payton is one of the NFL’s great
offensive minds, and he’ll no doubt
play to Winston’s strengths while
convincing Winston to play with
patience.

Winston will play behind one of
the best offensive lines in the NFL.
Left tackle Terron Armstead and
right tackle Ryan Ramczyk form the
best tackle tandem in the NFL. They
will be imposing road blocks stand-
ing between Winston and Green
Bay’s outside linebackers.

The best player on the field, with
the possible exception of Rodg-

ers, will be running back Alvin
Kamara. Last season, he rushed for
932 yards (5.0 average), caught 83
passes and scored a league-leading
21 touchdowns. In each of his four
seasons, Kamara has caught at least
81 passes. The Packers didn’t have
anyone capable of stopping Kamara
last season, when he carried only
six times for 58 yards but caught
13-0f-14 passes for 139 yards and two
touchdowns, and they don’t this
season, either. Latavius Murray is an
excellent No. 2 back.

Both offenses will be without
cornerstones. For Green Bay, it’s left
tackle David Bakhtiari (knee). For
New Orleans, it’s receiver Michael
Thomas (ankle), who led the NFL
in receptions in 2018 and 2019. The
projected top three receivers are
preseason star Marquez Callaway,
kick returner Deonte Harris and
Tre’Quan Smith.

Callaway had 21 receptions as
a rookie last year, Harris has 26
receptions in two seasons and Smith
has 80 receptions in three sea-
sons. That’s 147 career receptions;
Thomas set an NFL record with 149
receptions in 2019.

Special teams
New Packers special teams

coordinator Maurice Drayton will
face a big challenge in his first game
running the show.

When LaFleur was hired in 2019,
Darren Rizzi was one of his targets
to run the special teams. Instead, he
was hired by Payton. Last season,
while Green Bay finished 29th in
Rick Gosselin’s annual special teams
rankings for SI.com’s Talk of Fame
Network, New Orleans finished fifth.

Harris handles both phases of
returns. The 5-foot-6 dynamo has
career averages of 10.3 yards on punt
returns and 27.0 yards on kickoff
returns. Harris gives the Saints a
big edge over Green Bay’s rookie
returners Kylin Hill (kickoffs) and
Amari Rodgers (punts).

Kicker Will Lutz, who has career
marksmanship of 86.6 percent on
field goals, is starting the season on
injured reserve. Aldrick Rosas pre-
sumably will be promoted from the
practice squad to take over. In his
four seasons, he’s topped 73 percent
only once.

Both teams will have a new
punter. Green Bay traded for Corey
Bojorquez and dumped J.K. Scott.
Bojorquez finished fifth in net aver-
age for Buffalo last season. For New
Orleans, Blake Gillikin hasn’t punted
in a regular season game.
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NOTEBOOK

The Green Bay Packers offensive and defensive lines collide as quarterback Aaron Rodgers, right, passes the ball during the team’s Family Night practice on Aug. 7 at Lambeau Field. The Packers' new-look of-
fensive line will face a stiff test when facing the Saints’ pass rush in the season opener.

By BILL HUBER
Correspondent

Shuffling on the line

Last season, according to ESPN.
com Stats and Information, the
Green Bay Packers’ offensive line
ranked No. 1 in the NFL in pass-
block win rate and No. 1 in the NFL
in run-block win rate.

That dominance was powered by
two All-Pros, neither of whom will
be in the lineup for the week one
showdown against the New Orleans
Saints. One is center Corey Linsley,
who signed with the Los Angeles
Chargers in free agency. The other
is left tackle David Bakhtiari, who
will miss at least the first six games
of the season as he recovers from
the ACL tear sustained on New
Year’s Eve.

Can the Packers’ front wall,
which powered Aaron Rodgers’
MVP season and the No. 1 scoring

offense in the NFL, be anywhere
close to as dominant without those
two? Or even adequate?

Pro Bowl left guard Elgton Jen-
kins will fill Bakhtiari’s shoes for
the first half of the season. Jenkins
had an excellent training camp, but
Bakhtiari is a five-time All-Pro and
perhaps the best offensive lineman
in football. No matter how good
Jenkins is, he’s almost certainly not
going to be as good as Bakhtiari at
protecting Rodgers’ blind side.

“I'm very confident that he can
go do this at a high level,” general
manager Brian Gutekunst said. “But
left tackle in the National Football
League is not an easy thing, and this
is going to be a challenge for him.”

When Bakhtiari suffered broken
ribs at San Francisco at midseason
last year, Jenkins moved from left
guard to left tackle for 27 snaps in
the second half. His main experi-
ence has come this summer, though,

as he served as the No. 1 left tackle
throughout training camp. While he
didn’t play in the three preseason
games, his daily reps against Pres-
ton Smith and Rashan Gary have
gotten him as ready as possible.

“I love it,” he said of the team’s
confidence in him. “It’s a challenge
to me, going out there and playing
at the same standard as Bak did. I
love it they had the confidence in
me, and I have the confidence in
myself to go out there and just keep
the ball rolling and hold it down
until 69 gets back.”

Maybe the problem won’t be
at left tackle. Rather, if there
is a problem, perhaps it will be
the domino effect. At left tackle,
Jenkins isn’t as good as Bakhtiari.
At left guard, presumptive starter
Lucas Patrick isn’t as good as Jen-
kins. At center, rookie Josh Myers
isn’t as good as Linsley. At right
guard, rookie Royce Newman might

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

not be as good as Patrick. The only
stability is at right tackle, with Billy
Turner facing perennial Pro Bowler
Cameron Jordan right out of the
gate.

“I have not experienced two
rookies, especially side-by-side
like that, starting opening day,”
coach Matt LaFleur said. “But those
guys, they’ve got a lot of good guys
around them, and we’ve got a lot of
confidence in their ability to go out
there and perform at a high level.
I've thought those guys have done
an outstanding job of just kind of
learning each and every day. But,
ultimately, they’ve got to go out
there and do it.”

Maybe LaFleur and Rodgers will
be able to navigate any stormy seas.
Maybe Myers and Newman will
grow quickly into reliable starters.
Maybe Jenkins will be so good that
he’ll be viewed as the best lineman
in football by season’s end. But, as
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LaFleur said, confidence and poten-
tial aren’t the same thing as protect-
ing Rodgers and opening holes for
Aaron Jones.

“When you’re blocking for a Hall
of Fame quarterback like Aaron, it’s
always a high responsibility for all
the five guys on the line,” Jenkins
said.

“We take pride in blocking for
him and making sure he stays up,
stays clean, just going there and
getting the job done.”

Famous Jameis

With the retirement of Drew
Brees, the Saints will go into the
season with Jameis Winston as the
starting quarterback.

The change at quarterback likely
means a big change in the Saints’
offense.

Last season, Brees’ average pass

traveled 6.07 yards. Of 35 qualify-
ing quarterbacks, that ranked 34th.
In 2019, when Winston was Tampa
Bay’s quarterback, his average pass
traveled 10.36 yards. That ranked
second.

Now, obviously, schematic dif-
ferences play a big role in that. But
Winston has a live arm, and Saints
coach Sean Payton figures to use it.

“The No. 1 thing is leading your
offense and moving the ball and
scoring points,” Payton said. “We
feel like he’s got the unique skill-
set with his arm talent where he
can get the ball down the field. He’s
done a really good job of working
through some of the progressions.
A lot of that falls on us (as a coach-
ing staff) now.”

With offensive tackles Terron
Armstead and Ryan Ramczyk, the
Saints should be able to protect

Winston for those deeper-develop-
ing routes.

That’s especially true if Packers
outside linebacker Za’Darius Smith
isn’t ready to go after missing all
but one practice in training camp
with a back injury. However, with
star receiver Michael Thomas on
the physically unable to perform
list, do the Saints have the weapons
to make it go?

No place like road

With New Orleans hit hard by
Hurricane Ida, the Saints have been
displaced indefinitely from their
home at the Superdome. So, this
game will be played in Jacksonville.

The Jaguars are on the road for
week one and the Saints wanted the
game played, A, in the heat and, B,
at a less attractive destination for
Packers fans.

Whether Packers fans will fill
TIAA Bank Stadium, anyway, re-
mains to be seen, but it will be hot.

While the Packers will practice
with temperatures hovering around
70 all week, the forecast for Sunday
in Jacksonville is a high of 86 with
78 percent humidity. That means a
“feels like” temperature of 99.

But at least the Packers, for a
second consecutive year, will avoid
the Saints’ deafening indoor home.

“Being at a neutral site, not being
in New Orleans, they have a great
fan base, they’re loud, the whole
nine,” Jenkins said.

“Playing at a neutral site, and
we’ll be able to have our fans,
they’ll be able to have their fans
probably 50-50, you never know.
But being able to play at a neutral
site, it’s kind of an advantage for
both teams.”

The Green Bay Packers go through drills during the team's Family Night practice as a strong crowd watches on Aug. 7 at Lambeau Field. Instead of having to play the Saints in New Orleans, the Packers will en-
counter a less hostile crowd in Jacksonville, where Sunday's game against the Saints is being played.

MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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Green Bay Packers quarterbacks Jordan Love and Aaron Rodgers drop back to pass in front of packed stands during the team's first training camp practice on July 28 at Ray Nitschke Field in Green Bay. The Packers
are set to allow fans at full capacity inside Lambeau Field this season. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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