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Luke Musgrave is toppled by Pittsburgh defenders in another game where the Packers attempted a comeback only to have it fall short. At 3-6, the next game against the Chargers could be the defining moment
for the 2023-24 season. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Late interception costs Packers
a chance to win in Pittsburgh

Packers drop to
3-6, one ahead of

Bears for third in
NFC North

By LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

Green Bay’s late push to win the
game came up short, as quarterback
Jordan Love was intercepted by
Pittsburgh Steelers’ defensive back
Damontae Kazee to give the Steelers a
23-19 victory in Pittsburgh on Nov. 12.

Down four with 59 seconds to go
in the game, Love and the Packers’
offense marched down the field on
the back of a 46-yard completion to
Jayden Reed, an eight-yard rush from
Love and an 11-yard reception from
Al]. Dillon. With three seconds left in
the game from the Steelers’ 16-yard
line, Love dropped back and forced a
throw to Christian Watson resulting
in the game-sealing interception.

“Last play of the game, I tried to
take a shot to the end zone and dialed
up a play that we work all of the time
in practice,” said Love, on the last
play of the game. “We were just try-
ing to get a shot right in line to Chris-
tian and the DB was able to jump in
front of the route and make a pick.”

Even though the team lost, Love
continued to show traits of why
Green Bay selected him in the first
round of the 2020 NFL Draft. The
Utah State alum completed 21-0f-40
pass attempts for 289 yards and two
touchdowns. Running backs Aaron
Jones and Dillon split 22 carries, with
Jones rushing for 35 yards and Dillon
rushing for 70. Jones added another 19
yards through the air on four recep-
tions.

Reed was the biggest benefactor
of Love’s day, as he caught five passes
for 84 yards and one touchdown.
Romeo Doubs was the recipient of
Love’s other touchdown, as he fin-
ished the game with three catches for
31 yards and one touchdown.

With defensive starters Jaire Al-
exander and Quay Walker out for the

Jordan Love prepares to unleash another pass against the Pittsburgh Steelers on Nov. 12. Love completed 21 of 40 passes for 289. He had a pair of touch-

downs but also threw a pair of interceptions that effectively sealed a loss as the Packers dropped to 3-6.

T.J. Watt made NFL history Nov. 12 against the
Green Bay Packers, surpassing older brother J.J.
Watt for second all-time for most career sacks in
the first 100 games of a career. He sacked Jordan
Love in the second quarter to top his brother's
mark. T.J. Watt, a Pewaukee native, played col-
lege football for the Wisconsin Badgers and was

drafted in the first round by the Steelers in 2017.
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game with injuries, Green Bay held
Steelers’ quarterback Kenny Pickett

to just 126 yards and no touchdowns.
It was the run defense that struggled
though, as both Steelers running
backs, Najee Harris and Jaylen War-
ren, found the end zone. In total, Pitts-
burgh rushed for 205, with Warren
recording 101 and Harris recording 82.

Much like the interception to
end the game, earlier in the fourth
quarter, Green Bay, down 23-19, faced
a second-and-nine from the Steelers’
14-yard line. Love dropped back to
pass and lofted a pass down the left
sideline intended for Watson. The
ball was tipped by a Steelers defender
before being intercepted by defensive
back Keanu Neal.

“It is very frustrating,” said Love,
on the continued turnovers late in
fourth quarters this year. “We have
been put in this situation a lot of
times, and we have not found a way
to win it. So yeabh, it is frustrating,
but we just have to find a way - dig
deeper. But it comes down to so many
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different plays throughout the course
of the game that if we can execute
better and take advantage of some of
those situations, I don’t think we will
put ourselves into this situation at the
end of the game.”

The game plan late could have
been different though as Pittsburgh
blocked an extra point following
Reed’s touchdown. Assuming Anders
Carlson makes that extra point, Green
Bay is probably playing for the tie and
kicking a game-tying field goal as time
expired, as opposed to forcing a pass
to the end zone.

With the Chicago Bears beating
the Carolina Panthers on Nov. 9, the
Bears moved a half of a game back of
Green Bay with a 3-7 record. On top
of that, Green Bay is currently slotted
in for the sixth draft selection in the
2024 NFL Draft and the New York
Times Playoff Simulator currently
gives the Packers a 9% chance to
make the postseason.
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NOTEBOOK

Packers will have opportunities
to score on Chargers

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

Packers' offense vs. Chargers' defense

Green Bay did not win Sunday
against the Steelers, but it’d be hard
to come away from that game feeling
anything other than enacouraged on
the offense.

Sure, they left points on the field.
Yes, they might have missed a play
here or there. The reality is, the
Steelers have a pretty good defense,
and the Packers nearly piled up 400
yards of offense against them.

AJ Dillon looked as good as he
has all year, including breaking off
a 40-yard run where he ran through
a couple of arm tackles on his way
down the sideline.

Aaron Jones is coming off a poor
performance, but typically he does
not have two bad games in a row.

The story, however, is Green
Bay’s passing game. Jordan Love had
288 yards passing on the day.

He threw a 36-yard touchdown to
Jayden Reed, which may have been
his best play of the season.

The Packers hit explosive plays
against a defense that has made a
living suffocating opposing offenses
in 2023. They protected well against
Alex Highsmith and T] Watt as well.

The duo they’ll face this week,
while not as dynamic, will be Joey
Bosa and Khalil Mack.

That’s a formidable group, and
both of them are capable of changing
a game.

Apart from their pass rushers, the
Chargers have one of the best safe-
ties in all of football, Derwin James,
roaming in their secondary.

The biggest caveat in James’
career has been whether he’s been
healthy. He is healthy now and capa-
ble of making plays at all three levels
of the field. The Packers are going to
have to account for him to ensure he
doesn’t ruin the game. Asante Samuel
Jr. has some sticky hands as well.

Despite all this star power, the
Chargers’ defense appears to be more
bark than bite. They just gave up 41
points to the Detroit Lions. They give
up an average of 21.8 points per game,
which is good for 21st in the NFL.

Running back AJ Dillon broke free for a 40-yard run against the Steelers’ defense on Nov. 12. Dillon had nine carries for 70 yards and caught one of three
targets for 11 yards during the team's 23-19 loss to Pittsburgh.

Considering their head coach,
Brandon Staley, is a defensive-mind-
ed coach, they should be better than
that.

They haven’t proven to be, so the
Packers should have some opportuni-
ties to make plays.

Packers' defense vs. Chargers’ offense
The Chargers’ offense comes to
town after having a huge day against

the Detroit Lions. They protected
Justin Herbert, and he rewarded
them with a big game. Herbert was
brilliant against the Lions, throwing
four touchdown passes.

Keenan Allen is still effective
when he’s healthy, and he proved
that Sunday, tormenting the Lions for
175 yards through the air, including
the game-tying touchdown.

Austin Ekeler is a nice player out
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of the backfield, but the run game is
more of an afterthought for the Char-
gers. Ekeler is best used as a receiver
out of the backfield.

That probably bodes well for the
Packers considering the run defense
that we’ve come to expect showed up
again Sunday. The Steelers are not
a good running team and still were
able to pile up more than 180 yards
between their two backs. They aver-
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aged more than five yards per carry.

The Packers’ defense has been
much better when they stop the run
as opposed to when they don’t.

The Chargers, however, don’t
appear to have much interest in run-
ning the ball, so the Packers should
be able to focus on the pass game.

That, of course, is easier said
than done.

Herbert is far and away the best
quarterback the Packers have faced
this season. They’ll need to figure
out some answers.

The secondary is likely the big-
gest concern going into this week.
Jaire Alexander’s status remains
uncertain after he missed Sunday’s
game with a shoulder injury.

Carrington Valentine has had
a strong two games since being
inserted into the starting lineup for
Rasul Douglas. He’ll be joined by
Corey Ballentine on the outside if
Alexander can’t go. Ballentine had
a nice game against the Steelers as
well.

The Chargers are going to be able
to score points. It’ll just be a mat-
ter of whether Green Bay can slow
them down and keep up with their
offense.

Special teams

The Packers’ kicking game, which
was strong through the early portion
of the season, is starting to wobble.

Anders Carlson has missed a kick
in every game since the bye week
if not for a mulligan he received
against Minnesota. He had an extra
point blocked against Pittsburgh,
which had a massive impact on the
game.

Carlson’s season as a whole still
fits under encouraging, but the
weather is starting to turn as the
calendar gets closer to December.
Kicking is only going to get more
difficult, and the Packers have
to hope Carlson is going to get
straightened out.

Keisean Nixon had his best game
of the season Sunday against the
Steelers.

He had more than 120 yards as a
kickoff returner and added a 12-yard
punt return to his day as well.

The offense could use Nixon’s
burst as they continue to try and
find their way.

The Chargers were ranked
seventh on Rick Gosselin’s special
teams rankings from a season ago.

They’re a good group, and they
will exploit the Packers if they
continue to make the same mistakes
they have throughout the season.

Antiques - Vintage Collectibles

« Pop-Culture - Repurposed Items

701 S. Main Street « Shawano- (715) 853-8722
Open Tuesday-Sunday 10am-5pm
Mondays 1pm-5pm

Coming out of the halftime break, Keisean Nixon delivered a return of 49 yards, giving the Packers
fantastic field position across midfield. It took a 4th-and-6 attempt to move the chains the first time
on the series, but Jordan Love hit Aaron Jones for enough yardage to get the first down. Jones picked
up another conversion with a 12-yard catch on 3rd-and-3, The Packers had to settle for a field goal, but
that cut Pittsburgh’s lead down to one point. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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VITALS

Green Bay Packers vs. Los Angeles Chargers

TIME AND DATE: Noon Sunday, Nov. 19
LOCATION: Lambeau Field

TV: Fox

RADIO: Flagship WRNW-FM Milwaukee — 97.3;
Packers Radio Network includes WIXX-FM Green
Bay — 1011, WRLO-FM Antigo — 105.3, WLST-FM
Marinette — 95.1, and WSAU Wausau — 550 AM
and 951 FM

2023 RECORDS: Packers, 3-6. Chargers 4-5
HISTORY: This is a matchup that has not happened
often. The two teams have only met 12 times, and the
Packers have won 10 of those games.

The Chargers won the most recent meeting in 2019
but had not beaten the Packers since 1984 prior to
that.

Perhaps the most famous game between the two
teams in recent memory was Aaron Rodgers and
Rivers dueling in San Diego in 2011. The Packers
won 45-38. Each quarterback threw four touchdown
passes, but Rivers had two interceptions returned for
touchdowns, which proved to be the difference on a
day where defense was optional.

COACHES: Packers, Matt LaFleur (fifth season, 49-
25). Chargers, Brandon Staley (third season 23-20)
PACKERS SCHEDULE

Sept. 10 at Chicago W 38-20

Sept. 17 at Atlanta L 25-24

Sept. 24 vs. New Orleans W 18-17
Sept. 28 vs. Detroit L 34-20

Oct. 9 at Las Vegas L17-13

Oct. 15 BYE

Oct. 22 at Denver L19-17

Oct. 29 vs. Minnesota L 24-10

Nov. 5 vs. LA Rams W 20-3

Nov. 12 at Pittsburgh L 23-19

Nov. 19 vs. LA Chargers Noon FOX
Nov. 23 at Detroit 11:30 a.m. FOX
Dec. 3 vs. Kansas City 7:20 p.m. NBC
Dec. 11 at NY Giants 7:15 p.m. ABC
Dec. 17 vs. Tampa Bay Noon FOX
Dec. 24 at Carolina Noon FOX

Dec. 31 at Minnesota 7:20 p.m. NBC
Jan. 7 vs. Chicago, TBD

NFL SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, NOV. 16

Bengals at Ravens, 715 p.m.
SUNDAY, NOV. 19

Steelers at Browns, noon

Raiders at Dolphins, noon

Bears at Lions, noon

Titans at Jaguars, noon

Chargers at Packers, noon
Cardinals at Texans, noon

Cowboys at Panthers, noon

Giants at Commanders, noon
Buccaneers at 49ers, 3:05 p.m.

Jets at Bills, 3:25 p.m.

Seahawks at Rams, 3:25 p.m.
Vikings at Broncos, 7:20 p.m.
MONDAY, NOV. 20

Eagles at Chiefs, 7:15 p.m.
THURSDAY, NOV. 23, THANKSGIVING
Packers at Lions, 11:30 a.m.
Commanders at Cowboys, 3:30 p.m.
49ers at Seahawks, 7:20 p.m.
FRIDAY, NOV. 24

Dolphins at Jets, 2 p.m.

KEYS TO THE GAME

Herbert will be biggest
QB challenge for Packers

By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

The Green Bay Packers are com-
ing off their best performance of the
season in the passing game. Jordan
Love piled up 288 yards through the
air against a stingy Pittsburgh Steel-
ers defense.

Unfortunately, the big mistakes
that have plagued the Packers all
season long reared their ugly head
again. Love turned the ball over
twice deep in the red zone, Anders
Carlson had an extra point blocked,
and De’Vondre Campbell dropped
what could have been a pick six.

Those mistakes added up. The
Steelers took advantage of them and
beat Green Bay 23-19.

The Packers are 3-6, which is
identical to their record at this time a
year ago.

Much like this time a year ago, the
Packers are facing a tough opponent
at Lambeau Field. Last year, that was
the Dallas Cowboys.

This year, it’ll be the Los Angeles
Chargers.

The Packers’ season is likely on
the brink this week. If they’re going
to get back on the winning side of
things, here are the keys to protect-
ing their home field.

Offensive tackles
vs. Joey Bosa and Khalil Mack

The Packers are familiar with
Khalil Mack’s work. He used to
torment Green Bay when he was in
Chicago. He made his Bears debut in
the 2018 season opener. Mack nearly
won that game by himself that night.
He stripped DeShone Kizer when the
Packers were in Bears territory to
save three points.

Later he would intercept a Kizer
pass that was returned for a touch-
down. Instead, his performance
became a mere footnote as Aaron
Rodgers staged a 20-point comeback
in the second half to help the Packers
win 24-23.

Mack isn’t the same player he was
in Chicago, but he’s still an effective
pass rusher.

Green Bay Packers' quarterback Jordan Love is looking for answers as the Packers lost their sixth game
of the season to the Pittsburgh Steelers on Nov. 12. Despite a better-than-average performance for
most of the contest, Love's two interceptions at the end of the game spelled defeat once again.

Joey Bosa is one of the better pass
rushers in football as well. The Pack-
ers are in the midst of a tough stretch
of opposing pass rushers.

They did a good job against the
Steelers’ tandem of Alex Highsmith
and T] Watt. Watt sacked Love once
but wasn’t the disruptive force he
typically is. Highsmith did not record
a sack either.

The Packers’ offense, by exten-
sion, had one of its best games of the
season. Love was effective through
the air. He had explosive plays to
Dontayvion Wicks, Luke Musgrave,
Christian Watson and Jayden Reed.

He’ll be looking to build on that
performance this week. That’ll be
tough to do if Bosa and Mack are
consistently in his lap.

Rasheed Walker started at left
tackle last week with Yosh Nijman
battling a back injury. It’ll be inter-
esting to see who starts Sunday if
Nijman is healthier than he was a
week ago.

Packers' secondary vs. Justin Herbert
The Packers’ defense has done a
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good job at keeping opposing teams
out of the end zone over the last
month. The most amount of points
they’ve allowed since the 34 against
Detroit in late September is 24, to the
Minnesota Vikings.

They have been fortunate, howev-
er, in the quarterbacks they’ve faced.

The best one they’ve faced in that
stretch, and perhaps all season, is
Kirk Cousins. Cousins left that game
early with an Achilles injury that
ended his season.

Other than Cousins, the Packers
have faced Jimmy Garoppolo, Rus-
sel Wilson, Brett Rypien and Kenny
Pickett.

Wilson has had good seasons
in the past but has struggled since
getting to Denver. Of the others,
one was benched (Garoppolo) and
one was released after the game
(Rypien).

Justin Herbert is a different ani-
mal. When discussing the league’s
best quarterbacks, he’s on the short
list.

A microcosm of Herbert’s career
took place Sunday against Detroit.
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Herbert was brilliant, leading
the offense to 38 points including
a game-tying touchdown pass.

It didn’t matter because the
Chargers’ defense allowed the
Lions to kick a field goal as time
expired and allowed 41 points on
the day.

For comparison’s sake, the
Packers have scored 39 points in
their last two games. The Char-
gers scored 38 on Sunday.

The Packers likely are not
equipped to keep up with Herbert
in a shootout, but they may not
have a choice.

Jaire Alexander missed
Sunday’s game with a shoulder
injury. His status will be unclear
for Sunday.

Corey Ballentine had some
nice moments Sunday, but he’s
spent most of the season on the
practice squad.

Carrington Valentine has also
been solid but will have the ups-
and-downs of a normal rookie
season as well.

There’s a difference between
facing the journeymen the Pack-
ers have faced recently and tak-
ing on the league’s elite.

Sunday will be the ladder. The
Packers will need their inexperi-

enced secondary to be up to the
challenge.

Luke Musgrave

vs. Chargers’ defense

Luke Musgrave is starting to
come on a little bit. Against the
Rams, he had two big catches —
including his first career touch-
down.

Sunday against the Steelers,
he had two catches for 64 yards,
including a 36-yard reception
down the seam.

Those are the types of big
plays the Packers envisioned
when they picked Musgrave in
the second round of the 2022
draft.

Musgrave will have his oppor-
tunity again Sunday. The Char-
gers did just hold fellow rookie
Sam LaPorta in check but gave up
a big touchdown to Brock Wright
down the middle of the field.

That’s where Musgrave’s big
plays have come the last two
weeks. Green Bay has given
Musgrave more opportunities in
the middle of the field, and they’ll
need to continue that. If they do,
more big plays could follow.

In a game against Herbert, the
offense needs to make big plays.

Preston Smith (91) gathers a head of steam as he runs for Steelers’ quarterback Kenny Pickett on Nov. 12. Pickett

completed 14 of 23 for 126 yards. He was sacked one time.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Lack of weapons expose glaring hole

Green Bay has only scored 19 offensive touchdowns through 10 weeks

By LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

The lack of first half scoring from
the Packers this year has been talked
about ad nauseam, but looking at the
bigger picture, Green Bay has only
scored 19 offensive touchdowns this
year, averaging just over two per
game.

Green Bay has scored over 19
points just four times and haven’t
scored over 20 points since a Week
2 loss to the Atlanta Falcons. While
many want to blame that on either
Jordan Love’s inconsistency, or Matt
LaFleur’s play-calling, which both
have merit, that may ultimately be
a result of the lack of talent Green
Bay sports on the offensive side of
the ball.

Guys like Romeo Doubs, Aaron
Jones, Jayden Reed and Luke Mus-
grave are talented football players,
but how many of those players are
really “difference makers?” While
yes, this point can be argued as
outside of Davante Adams, teams

from years-past have also had a lack
of talent, but with Aaron Rodgers
at quarterback, those inadequacies
were covered up very easily.

That brings us to this year. It
is obvious that Love is not Rodg-
ers and if he can develop, probably
won’t be Rodgers for a very long
time yet. To aid in that develop-
ment, there needs to be stars around
Love. Remember when the Eagles
got A.J. Brown to help Jalen Hurts,
or when the Dolphins got Tyreek
Hill to help Tua Tagovailoa or even
when the Bills got Stefon Diggs to
help Josh Allen? It seems like that
is going to have to be the recipe
here for Green Bay as it looks to the
future.

As has been the “Green Bay” way
in the past though, it is hard to ex-
pect that the front office makes a big

time trade or a splash in free agency.

That leaves Doubs, Reed, Musgrave
and Christian Watson to try to play
outside their realm right now.
“When you get in position to
score touchdowns, you have to

convert,” said Packers head coach
Matt LaFleur, after Green Bay’s loss
to the Steelers. “Those are missed
opportunities in my mind.”

That has been the narrative for
the Packers all season — those
missed opportunities. While yes,
with a young team like this, those
things happen, but at this point in
the season, the “young” excuse has
to be retired.

It is really easy to say that hav-
ing more talent will result in more
points, but does having someone
like Adams, Tee Higgins, or even
George Pickens remedy some of
those missed opportunities? Prob-
ably and that has been a problem
with Green Bay for many years. The
team misses out on the difference
maker and that is a reason for only
winning two Super Bowls with Rod-
gers and Brett Favre.

Love himself has to be better, and
it is reasonable to think that he will
be in the future, but at some point
he is going to need someone else to
make the play. For example, Mus-

grave continues to use ability to get
open, but stumbles after the catch
and is tackled short of the goal line.
Green Bay then gets stuffed and is
forced to settle for a field goal. That
is a difference of four points and

as everyone who watches football
knows, four points forces the other
team to score a touchdown to keep
up.

Another example is that Green
Bay loves to take one-on-one
shots to the end zone to allow its
pass-catcher to make a play on the
ball. While it has resulted in a few
touchdowns, more often than not
this year, that has resulted in an in-
terception or an incompletion. That
wasn’t the case when Adams was the
intended target on similar plays.

It is too late to make trades in the
NFL now and it has become obvious
that this is a rebuilding or transition
year for Green Bay, but if the play-
ers surrounding Love are not ad-
dressed in the off season, next year
could be another year of stagnant
offense from the Packers.



FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2023 = NEW MEDIA = www.newmedia-wi.com *« PAGE 9

GREEN BAY PACKERS

Player

Jaire Alexander
Zayne Anderson
Corey Ballentine
Karl Brooks
De'Vondre Campbell
Anders Carlson
Kenny Clark

Sean Clifford
Brenton Cox Jr.
Josiah Deguara
Al Dillon

Romeo Doubs
Kingsley Enagbare
Rudy Ford

Innis Gaines
Rashan Gary
Malik Heath
Elgton Jenkins
Anthony Johnson Jr.
Aaron Jones
Caleb Jones
Tucker Kraft
Dallin Leavitt
Jordan Love
Isaiah McDuffie
Luke Musgrave
Josh Myers
Royce Newman
Yosh Nijman
Keisean Nixon
Matt Orzech
Jonathan Owens
Jayden Reed
Sean Rhyan
Robert Rochell
Jon Runyan

Ben Sims

T.J. Slaton
Preston Smith
Zach Tom

Samori Toure
Carrington Valentine
Lukas Van Ness
Quay Walker
Rasheed Walker
Christian Watson
Kristian Welch
Daniel Whelan
Dontayvion Wicks
Emanuel Wilson
Eric Wilson
Colby Wooden
Devonte Wyatt
Reserve/Injured
David Bakhtiari
Tyler Davis
Darnell Savage
Eric Stokes

Luke Tenuta

23
39
35
94
59
17
97
8
57
81
28
87
55
20
38
52
18
74
36
33
72
85
6
10
58
88
n
70
73
25
42
34
1
75
22
76
89
93
9
50
83
37
90
7
63
9
54
19
3
31
45
96
95

69
84
26
21
78

Pos
CB
S
CB
DL
LB
K
DL
QB
LB
TE
RB
WR
LB
S
S
LB
WR
G/T
S
RB
T
TE
S
QB
LB
TE
C/G
G/T

(B
LS

WR
CB

TE
DL
LB
oL
WR
(B
LB
LB

WR
LB

WR
RB
LB
DL
DL

TE

(B

HT
5-10
6-2
51
63
6-4
6-5
63
6-2
6-4
6-2
6-0
6-2
6-4
6-0
6-1
6-5
6-2
6-5
6-0
59
6-9
6-5
5-10
6-4
6-1
6-6
6-5
6-5
6-7
5-10
6-3
511
51
6-5
6-0
6-4
6-5
6-4
6-5
6-4
6-1
6-0
6-5
6-4
6-6
6-4
6-3
6-5
6-1
511
6-1
6-4
63

6-4
6-4
51
6-0
6-8

Wt
196
206
196
296
232
219
314
218
250
238
247
204
258
210
202
277
213
3N
205
208
370
259
195
219
227
253
310
310
314
200
245
210
187
321
193
307
250
330
265
304
91
189
272
241
324
208
240
216
206
226
230
273
304

310
252
198
194
314

Age
26
26
27
23
30
25
28
25
23
26
25
23
23
29
25
25
23
27
23
28
24
23
29
25
24
23
25
26
27
26
28
28
23
23
25
26
23
26
30
24
25
22
22
23
23
24
25
24
22
24
29
22
25

32
26
26
24
24

Exp
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College
Louisville
BYU
Washburn
Bowling Green
Minnesota
Auburn
UCLA
Penn State
Florida
Cincinnati
Boston College
Nevada
South Carolina
Auburn
TCU
Michigan
Mississippi
Mississippi State
lowa State
Texas-El Paso
Indiana
South Dakota State
Utah State
Utah State
Boston College
Oregon State
Ohio State
Mississippi
Virginia Tech
South Carolina
Azusa Pacific
Missouri Western
Michigan State
UCLA
Central Arkansas
Michigan
Baylor
Florida
Mississippi State
Wake Forest
Nebraska
Kentucky
lowa
Georgia
Penn State
North Dakota State
lowa
UC Davis
Virginia

Fort Valley State Univ.

Cincinnati
Auburn
Georgia

Colorado
Georgia Tech
Maryland
Georgia
Virginia Tech

LOS ANGEI.ES CHARGERS

Player

Keenan Allen 13
Zack Bailey 78
Joey Bosa 97
Will Clapp 76
Derius Davis 12
Michael Davis 43
Cameron Dicker 1
Elijah Dotson 42
Austin Ekeler 30
Gerald Everett 7
Simi Fehoko 87
Al Finley 24
Morgan Fox 56
Alohi Gilman 32
Jalen Guyton 15
Josh Harris 47
Jaylinn Hawkins 37
Daiyan Henley 0
Justin Herbert 10
Brenden Jaimes 64
Derwin James Jr. 3
Austin Johnson 98
Zion Johnson 77
Quentin Johnston 1
Sebastian Joseph-Day51
Joshua Kelley 25
Eric Kendricks 6
Deane Leonard 33
Khalil Mack 52
Dean Marlowe 20
Scott Matlock 99
Jordan McFadden 71
Kenneth Murray Jr. 9
Tanner Muse 44
Nick Niemann 31
Amen Ogbongbemiga 57
Otito Ogbonnia 93
Donald Parham Jr. 89
Trey Pipkins IlI 79
Chris Rumph Il 94
Jamaree Salyer 68
Asante Samuel Jr. 26
Foster Sarell 73
JK Scott 16
Rashawn Slater 70
Stone Smartt 84
Isaiah Spiller 28
Easton Stick 2
Ja'Sir Taylor 36
Tuli Tuipulotu 45
Nick Vannett 83
Nick Williams 95
Reserve/Injured
Raheem Layne 4
Joshua Palmer 5
Andrew Trainer 62
Amechi Uzodinma 35
Mike Williams 81
Reserve/Non-Football lliness
Corey Linsley 63
JT Woods 22

Pos
WR
G/T
OLB
C/G
WR
CB
K
RB
RB
TE
WR
S
DL
S
WR
LS
S
LB
QB
oL
S
DL
G
WR
DL
RB
LB
DB
OLB
S
DL
oL
LB
LB
LB
LB
DL
TE
T
OLB
oL
CB
|

P

T
TE
RB
QB
DB
OLB
TE
DL

S
WR
T
(B
WR

C
S

HT
6-2
6-5
6-5
6-5
5-8
6-2
6-1
59
5-10
6-3
6-4
6-0
6-3
5-10
6-1
6-1
6-1
6-1
6-6
6-5
6-2
6-4
6-3
6-4
6-4
5
6-0
6-0
6-3
6-1
6-4
6-2
6-2
6-2
6-3
6-0
6-4
6-8
6-6
6-2
6-4
5-10
6-6
6-5
6-4
6-4
6-1
6-1
5-10
6-3
6-5
6-4

51
6-1

6-7
51
6-4

6-3

WT
211
300
280
3
165
196
216
202
200
250
218
188
275
201
212
224
208
225
236
300
215
314
316
215
310
212
232
195
269
205
296
303
241
227
244
231
320
237
307
244
325
180
322
208
315
226
215
224
185
266
257
310

192
210
320
189
218

301
193

Age
31
28
28
27
23
28
23
24
28
29
26
22
29
26
26
34
26
23
25
24
27
29
23
22
28
25
31
23
32
31
23
23
24
27
25
25
23
26
27
25
23
24
25
28
24
25
22
28
24
21
30
33

24
24
25
23
29

32
23

Exp

m

NN WN

NS

College
California
South Carolina
Ohio State
Louisiana State
TCU
Brigham Young
Texas
Northern Colorado
Western State Colo.
South Alabama
Stanford
Mississippi
Colo. State-Pueblo
Notre Dame
North Texas
Auburn
California
Washington State
Orego
Nebraska
Florida State
Penn State
Boston College
TCU
Rutgers
UCLA
UCLA
Mississippi
Buffalo
James Madison
Boise State
Clemson
Oklahoma
Clemson
lowa
Oklahoma State
UCLA
Stetson
Sioux Falls
Duke
Georgia
Florida State
Stanford
Alabama
Northwestern
0Old Dominion
Texas A&M
North Dakota State
Wake Forest
Southern California
Ohio State
Samford

Indiana
Tennessee
William & Mary
Ball State
Clemson

Ohio State
Baylor
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By JACOB WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

Wide receiver Dontayvion Wicks was selected
by the Packers in the fifth round of the 2023 NFL
Draft. Wicks attended Plaquemine High School in
Plaquemine, Louisiana. He played wide receiver and
quarterback in high school. He committed to the Uni-
versity of Virginia to play college football.

What’s your background as a quarterback?

My first year in high school when I joined the team,
I played QB behind my brother (Trey LeBlanc), so
that was a thing. And then I moved to receiver like a
year in. So I started on the high school team my 10th
grade year. I wasn’t playing, I was just backing my
brother up; I was like the third-string QB. And then
my 11th grade year, one of the receivers got hurt and
they moved me. My brother was throwing it to me
every time, so I just stayed with it. But I have some
background at quarterback, I played a couple games
at quarterback. My senior year, I played receiver and
quarterback.

Did coaches know you could throw or just did
they throw it at you in practice or what?

Nah, we’ve been doing things, stuff like that, plays,
just trying stuff out, and I guess it was the game to call
it. We were all confident in it. They asked me if I was
ready to throw, and I was ready. So we went with it.

How do you feel like first eight games have
gone for you personally?

I mean, losing always makes everything feel differ-
ent, but I feel good with where I'm at. I’ve got to clean
up a couple things in the game, but I think I'm doing
a good job. I can definitely clean up some stuff and be
better, but so far I think when my name is called and I
step in, I have that confidence to make plays. We do it
in practice, so having that confidence in your prepara-
tion in practice and trusting that only helps me out on
game day.

Are you guys talking about early game strug-
gles?

Yeabh, all the time, we’re talking about that. As a
whole offense, we all know we’re letting the team
down. We’re not complementing the defense or the
special teams the way we’re supposed to. So, we all
got to do something as a whole — individually and as
a whole offensive group. We’ve got to come together,
connect more, do more. We’ve just got to do more.

I think it falls on the players, because we’re the ones
out there playing. So, as we go, the game goes. And I
think the receivers have a big part in that. Whether
it’s blocking for the running backs or fighting for extra
yards. I think it’s on us, and I think we can help out a
lot just by cleaning up the small details. As a whole
offense, we’ve got a lot of details we miss out on. Just
small details that hurt us at the end of the game.

There might be plays early that hurt us at the end of
the game. So just cleaning up the details and doing our
1/11th.

icks working to clean up details

Dontayvion Wicks begins to make his move after catch-
ing a pass from Jordan Love in the Packers game against
the Minnesota Vikings. Wicks caught two passes that
day and another four a week later against the Rams. He
said he and the rest of the offense need to clean up the
details to better complement the defense and special
teams.
GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

Matthews, Kampman to be
inducted into Packers Hall of Fame

The Green Bay Packers Hall of
Fame Inc. will induct former Packers
Clay Matthews and Aaron Kampman
at the 53rd Hall of Fame Induction
Banquet, announced Packers Hall
of Fame Inc. President Don Sipes.
The banquet is scheduled to be held
Aug. 29, 2024, in the Lambeau Field

Atrium.
Matthews, a linebacker, was

selected by the Packers in the first
round (26th overall) of the 2009 NFL
Draft out of the University of South-
ern California. Matthews played 10
seasons in Green Bay, appearing in
143 games with 137 starts. He ranks

No. 1 on the Packers’ all-time list

(since 1982) with 83.5 career sacks,
including 10 sacks in 2009, which
tops the franchise record books for
the most sacks in a rookie campaign.
He earned six Pro Bowl selections
during his Packers career, tied with
Reggie White for the second-most

selections by a defensive player

in team history. His 80 sacks from

2009-17 ranked No. 5 in the NFL

over that span. Matthews was named
first-team All-Pro by The Associated
Press in 2010, the first Green Bay

linebacker to earn that honor in more

than 20 years.

The same season, he helped lead
the Packers to a victory in Super
Bowl XLV. His 11 sacks in 15 career
playoff games are the most in fran-
chise postseason history (since 1982)
and are tied for No. 6 in NFL playoff
history. Matthews finished his career
playing one season (2019) with the
Los Angeles Rams.

Defensive end Kampman was
selected by the Packers in the fifth
round (156th overall) of the 2002
NFL Draft out of the University of
Iowa. He played eight seasons in
Green Bay, appearing in 112 games
with 104 starts.

In 2006, he ranked No. 2 in the
NFL with 15.5 sacks, the third-highest
single-season total in team history.
That year, he also posted 113 tack-
les, a franchise record for a Packers
defensive lineman.

Kampman started 89 of 90 games
from 2006-08, missing only the 2007
regular-season finale when several
starters rested for the playoffs. Dur-
ing that span, he ranked No. 3 in the
league with 37 sacks. With 54 sacks
during his Packers career, he ranks
No. 5 overall in team history.
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