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As I ruminate on my last six months, in all fairness, my thoughts are 
focused on 2023! I’m excited to see what the new year brings and what 
inspiring ideas and collaborative efforts may come about as I continue to 
immerse myself in Shawano and Menominee Counties.

The first six months of 2022 should be attributed to my predecessor, 
Nancy Smith, and all her hard work. I’m so grateful to have had time with 
Nancy before her retiring from the Shawano Country Chamber after 20 
years!

These past six months have been a period of learning and adapting 
with this new job, new staff and new environment. Even though I’m famil-
iar with the goings on of a chamber, the variety and depth of work that we 
do here always leave me in awe.

This year we celebrated the 400th Shawano County Barn Quilt, par-
ticipated and/or organized local community events and welcomed 25 new 
members! I am also proud to be a Leadership Shawano County (LSC) par-
ticipant (Class of 2023!) and just as happy to have a growing relationship 
with the Shawano Area Young Professionals (saYPro) who are flourishing 
and producing our next generation of civic-minded individuals!

Thank you to our “newbie” staff who work tirelessly to help serve our 
member businesses and the community, and thank you to my Board of 
Directors who have taken me in and given me support in all areas. Here’s 
to a happy 2023!

— Suzanne Wittman

Looking back on 2022, it was a year of changes, challenges and new 
beginnings. Our dedicated and extremely competent executive director 
Nancy Smith retired in July, leaving a void. Luckily, the executive com-
mittee was able to find a strong, dedicated leader with the experience to 
compliment Nancy’s legacy. We are excited to be working with Suzanne 
Wittman, executive director, to help promote positive changes and op-
portunities for our local businesses and community. While working dili-
gently to find Nancy’s replacement, the Chamber continued to support, 
communicate and educate our businesses and community to partner to-
gether to create a stronger community. We have experienced the growth 
of existing businesses and the incoming of new businesses.

In 2023, I am excited to take on the role of president of the Shawano 
County Chamber of Commerce. Personally, I am looking forward to col-
laborating with the community to learn more about individual businesses. 
The Chamber of Commerce will continue to champion and advocate for 
local businesses to promote progress and economic growth. The re-
sources and opportunities available by the Chamber are numerous, and I 
encourage everyone to create a connection with the Chamber and Cham-
ber Board members so together we can continue to grow and support the 
development of Shawano and Menominee counties.

A strong economy requires a strong community. We have the talent 
within our businesses, our leaders and our community to forge ahead and 
flourish as a community in 2023!!

— Leann Gueths

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C TO R

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T 
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A legacy of community 
involvement and service

Charlie Harvey receives Distinguished Citizen of the Year Award

The winner of the Shawano 
Country Chamber of Commerce 
Distinguished Citizen of the Year 
award for 2022 is Charlie Harvey. 
This award honors a community 
member who over the past year 

exemplifies the attributes of leader-
ship and community service. Many 
community members are famil-
iar with Harvey as the owner of 
Charlie’s County Market in Sha-
wano. However, it is his community 
involvement and consistent service 
which lead him to be recognized.

Harvey is actively involved on a 

variety of boards, committees and 
organizations with goals of improv-
ing the Shawano area. At present, 
Harvey is serving on the Shawano 
Industrial and Commercial Devel-
opment Committee for the City  
of Shawano and the ThedaCare  
Shawano Advisory Committee.  
He is an active member of the Ti-

gerton Lions Club.
“I’ve only been in this commu-

nity for five plus years, but at every 
turn Charlie has been involved in 
the community in so many ways,” 
said Heather Pahl of Martin Jewel-
lers, who nominated Harvey for  
the award. “I’ve served alongside 
him at RDA meetings, SICDC, 

By NICOLE HIXSON
Correspondent

As lines fill the parking lot for Charlie’s County Market’s rib cookout, Charlie Harvey entertains and serves.� FILE | NEW MEDIA
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Shawano Downtown Master Plan 
and smaller projects. His contri-
butions and fresh perspective are 
invaluable. His humor also lightens 
the discussions. He is a treasure 
for Shawano, and it is shocking he 
hasn’t already received this award. 
It is long overdue.”

Harvey supports various causes 
and groups throughout the year. 
These include local fishing der-
bies, golf outings, snowmobile club 
events and the Fourth of July fire-
works celebration in Shawano.

“The animal auction at the fair 
is always a bright spot for Charlie,” 
said Kelly Sufka, his daughter and 
store director of Charlie’s County 
Market. “Whether he wins the bid 
or just helps drive up the bid, he 
loves seeing the kids in the ring get-
ting as much as they can for their 
hard work.”

He donates to a variety of 
organizations in the Shawano 

area that are important to him. 
These organizations have included 
schools, sports, churches, veterans 
groups, first responders and youth 
organizations, among many others. 
SAM25 and the Shawano Communi-
ty Foundation are recent recipients 
of his generosity.

The relationship between Har-
vey and his grocery store go hand 
in hand when it comes to provid-
ing for the community. Those who 
visit Charlie’s County Market may 
recognize The Redbarn. This is a 
place in front of the store where 
local organizations can earn funds 
for their causes by selling food 
items, including brats and burgers. 
By having a devoted space for these 
organizations to fundraise, Harvey 
continues to show his generosity 
and philanthropy to the community.

Additionally, Charlie’s County 
Market regularly provides food do-
nations and has been a major spon-

sor of the Shawano holiday parade 
for decades.

“He believes in helping across 
the board in our community,” 
Sufka said. “Charlie’s supports the 
community and, in return, they 
support Charlie’s County Market. 
Shawano is a tight-knit community, 
and Charlie’s County Market is 
proud to be part of it and support 
it. He doesn’t see that point of view 
changing anytime in the future. We 
are here to serve our local com-
munities. Charlie’s is so involved 
because of the support we get from 
our local communities. Without 
them, there is no Charlie’s.”

His generosity has not gone un-
noticed by community members, or-
ganizations and business members.

“I couldn’t begin to add up 
how much he has contributed to 
this community — financially or 
personally,” Pahl said. “He makes 
public donations but also private 

donations to support a whole host 
of programs and initiatives. He 
has been tireless in his support of 
growth and development for Sha-
wano, and his involvement in the 
planning and implementation for 
the plaza is a prime example.”

The plaza project, or The 
Naberhood, is an open air space 
between Franklin Park and the rest 
of downtown. It will function as a 
designated area for block parties, 
events and organizations to come 
in and showcase what they are all 
about. Harvey has worked tirelessly 
in support of this project.

It should come as no surprise 
that Harvey will continue to be an 
active member and generous sup-
porter of the Shawano area and its 
many organizations and projects. 
The community and its citizens will 
continue to benefit as a direct result 
of Harvey’s volunteering, donations 
and service.

“I’ve only been in this community for five plus years, but at every turn Charlie has been involved in the community in 
so many ways … His contributions and fresh perspective are invaluable. His humor also lightens the discussions. He 

is a treasure for Shawano, and it is shocking he hasn’t already received this award. It is long overdue.”
HEATHER PAHL OF MARTIN JEWELLERS, who nominated Harvey for the award
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Shawano Specialty Papers 
changing with the times

Company named Shawano Country Chamber of Commerce’s Manufacturer of the Year for 2022

Shawano Specialty Papers has been 
producing paper products since the 
late 1800s and is still going strong.

Although the mill has gone 
through several changes since it first 
opened its doors on the west bank 
of the Wolf River in 1894, it still em-
ploys 185 people.

It has also been named the Shawa-
no Country Chamber of Commerce’s 
Manufacturer of the Year for 2022.

Green Bay-based Little Rapids 

Corp. owns the paper mill, which de-
velops, manufactures and markets spe-
cialty papers that serve a wide range 
of markets — from medical products 
to food packaging to consumer and 
industrial disposables.

“We are a rarity being a single-op-
eration paper mill in Wisconsin and 
in the country,” said Mike Bogen-
schultz, the mill’s general manager 
and vice president.

“We have an integrated operation 
with our sister businesses in Green 
Bay with Little Rapids, Graham Profes-
sional and Nexxa,” he said. “We supply 

paper into those businesses and have 
very strong ties to external paper cus-
tomers. Part of that equation is us be-
ing full and running these assets at full 
capacity. Part of that is our care and 
delivery of products to customers.”

Little Rapids continues to invest in 
the mill, including a new state-of-the 
art tissue machine six years ago, ac-
cording to Bogenschultz.

“Going back to 2017, there was 
a $40 million investment in one of 
our three paper machines,” he said. 
“We completely replaced our tissue 
machine, which is our largest asset. 

Since then, we’ve invested in a vision 
system for one of our other assets and 
that was done to ensure quality to our 
customers. We’re in the middle of an 
investment in a new dryer for one of 
our paper machines and that’s a $3 mil-
lion investment that will be completed 
in 2023. We continue to invest in the 
operation to ensure continuous deliv-
ery to our customers.”

The mill also continues to deal with 
the effect of COVID-19.

“The pandemic really caused chaos, 
to put it lightly,” Bogenschultz said. 
“We saw disruption in our customer 

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

Mill owner Little Rapids continues to invest in Shawano Specialty Papers, including a new state-of-the art tissue machine six years ago.� CONTRIBUTED
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demand and disruption in different 
directions. For some of our businesses, 
the demand really fell off. In other 
parts, demand skyrocketed. We had to 
adjust to those changing demand pat-
terns. That was at a time when people 
were not able to come to work because 
of personally being affected by that.

“I think the dedication that we had 
from our associates to be flexible and 
work through that was very stressful,” 
he said. “We basically ran our assets in 
full capacity. We’d have up to 20% of 
our employees out at a time because 
we were being very careful with the 
restrictions. That just meant every-
body else had to pull together and 
figure out who could work where and 
how to take care of our customers.

“We’re still dealing with some of 
this supply chain disruption since 
then,” he said. “There are certain 
products and components that are 
unavailable. We’re still working 
through some of that. We have good 
relationships with our suppliers. 

Even though we’re small, relative 
to other paper companies, we have 
been able for the most part to keep 
things running consistently.”

Bogenschultz said there are several 
reasons why the mill remains a major 
industry in Shawano.

“I think the biggest is the dedica-
tion and passion that our associates 
have for the success of this business,” 
he said. “It’s a combination of that, our 
business model with our two other 
divisions and our great relationships 
with customers.”

He said the award from the 
chamber validates the efforts of the 
mill’s employees.

“I’m just really proud of our Sha-
wano team and happy for them to be 
recognized with an award like this,” he 
said. “Shawano Specialty Papers has a 
team of highly dedicated associations. 
For our team, this is validating the 
hard work and passion that they have 
for this business, our customers, fellow 
team members and the community.”

Sheehan named president  
and CEO of Little Rapids Corp.

Little Rapids Corp., owner of the 
Shawano Specialty Papers mill, re-
cently announced that Angie Sheehan 
has been named the company’s new 
president and CEO, effective Jan. 3, 
2023.

Sheehan succeeds former presi-
dent and CEO Kirk Ryan in a planned 
transition. Ryan had served in the role 
since 2004. During his long-tenured, 
career, Ryan has been instrumental in 
leading LRC through many unprec-
edented challenges and spearheading 
the company’s growth and expan-
sion – positioning LRC as an industry 
leader in paper manufacturing.

With over 25 years of experience, 
Sheehan has had an outstanding track 
record of success in manufacturing 
across several industries. She is an 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin native, and a 
graduate of Marquette University.

“This is an exciting and pivotal 
time to join Little Rapids Corp., and I 
am thrilled to be a part of a business 
with a rich 75-year history and to be 
back home in Wisconsin,” Sheehan 
said. “Little Rapids Corp. has experi-
enced incredible growth and success 
under Kirk Ryan’s leadership, and 
I am eager to work alongside the 
company’s talented team to continue 
building on that momentum.”

In her last role, Sheehan served as 
president of WernerCo, a Chicago-
based leader in construction safety 
and security products, where she 
led the transformation of the North 
American business with a focus on 

new product 
innovation and 
developing a 
high-perfor-
mance, diverse, 
and results-driven 
company culture. 
She also launched 
a strategic plan-
ning process 
that resulted in 

significant revenue growth, including 
acquiring two complementary busi-
nesses.

“We are thrilled to have Angie lead 
our company into the future as the 
new president and CEO,” said Cybelle 
Egan, chairman of the board of direc-
tors. “Her long track record of success 
and leadership, as well as her commit-
ment to fostering a work environment 
that is diverse and inclusive, is exactly 
what we need to keep us moving 
forward in our growth and success. 
During this time of transition and on 
behalf of the Egan family, the board of 
directors, and the entire company, I 
would like to again extend our sincere 
appreciation to Kirk for his exception-
al leadership and many contributions 
to Little Rapids Corp. over the last 20 
years.”

The appointment comes at a time 
when Little Rapids Corp. is celebrat-
ing its 75th anniversary. Charles Egan 
founded the company in 1947, and 
today, the third generation of the 
Egan family continues his legacy of 
stewardship and growth.
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Offering
n  MyCoVantage Online & Mobile Banking 

n  Remote Deposit

n  Cash Back & Great Rate Credit Cards

n  Free Checking with ATM/Debit Card  

n  Low Rate Auto Loans

n  Surcharge-free ATMs

n  Great Mortgage Rates ... and much more!!

800-398-2667 • www.covantagecu.org
911 E. Green Bay St. or 604 S. Main St., Shawano
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Students roam the hals of Olga Brener Elementary School on opening day. � GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Shawano Country look back at 2022Shawano Country look back at 2022
PHOTOS BY GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIAPHOTOS BY GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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It hasn’t taken S.C. Swiderski LLC 
very long to make its presence known 
in Shawano.

The Mosinee-based firm has been 
selected as the Shawano Country 
Chamber of Commerce’s Business of 
the Year for 2022.

The company is in the process of 
building and operating SCS Shawano, 
which features 200 apartment homes 
on Engel Drive, and beat out several 
other nominees for the award.

“It means a lot because this is a new 
community for us,” said Jacqui McEl-
roy, the company’s director of business 
development. “We just started our 
presence there; we’re planning to be 
there long-term and be a good commu-
nity member. To be recognized in one 
of our first years there with buildings 
open has been very exciting for us.

“I think we have the ability to 
really bring what the community 
needs,” McElroy continued. “We have 
our own in-house design team. We 
don’t just come to your community 
and say, ‘We just have one building. 
So hopefully, this is what your com-
munity needs, and this is what we’re 
building.’ We’re able to take all that 
feedback and really deliver a project 
that is what a community needs. We 
can service a much larger target mar-
ket that is available in Shawano with 
these different buildings.”

The company held a grand open-
ing ceremony in Shawano in June. 
Construction on the project began in 
the summer of 2021 and continues on 
the city’s southeast side.

“This is one of our larger projects 
with 200 units,” McElroy said. “Almost 
all of the buildings are done, but there 
are still a few to open yet. A majority 
of the buildings are open, and there 
are quite a few people already living 
on-site. We did three different building 
styles, so there are a wide variety of 
floor plans available at different price 
points. We have one level for empty-
nesters, starter apartments and three-
bedroom apartments. There are one, 
two- and three-bedroom apartments. 
We have an office on-site, so we have 
a property manager that takes care of 
that location with their team.”

S.C. Swiderski operates sev-
eral apartment facilities throughout 
Wisconsin — including Black River 
Falls, Chilton, Eagle River, Eau Claire, 

Edgar, Florence, Hortonville, Kronen-
wetter, Marathon City, Marshfield, 
Medford, Merrill, Mosinee, Niagara, 
Oshkosh, Plover, Rice Lake, Roths-
child, Stanley, Stevens Point, Sturgeon 
Bay, Waupaca, Wausau, Weston and 
Wisconsin Rapids.

The apartments include eight dif-
ferent floor plans ranging from 702 to 
1,244 square feet. When completed, 
the project will include 19 multi-
family buildings. Each unit comes 
with an attached or detached garage, 
private laundry area and either a 
patio space or balcony.

Shawano turned out to be a good fit 
for the project, according to McElroy.

“We do our research, reach out 
and talk to people like chambers to 
get some of their information,” she 
said. “We talk to businesses in town 
about what they’re seeing. What we’re 
looking for are holes in the market. 
In Shawano, we noticed there haven’t 
been a lot of new apartments built 
there and thought that was probably 
a need that the city had. When we 
reached out and started talking to the 
city, they said: ‘You’re right. We’ve 

been looking into this ourselves; we’re 
really short of housing.’ They’re losing 
people to other communities that have 
more housing options. We wanted to 
work with the city on this project to 
plan what is needed. That’s why we 
did a variety of apartments instead of 
just one style. We can really service all 
types of people.

“There are empty-nesters that 
wanted to get rid of their homes 
and still stay in the area, but there 
were very limited options for them,” 
she added. “(Shawano) has a very 
strong workforce that was growing 
with some business expansions in 
the area, and those businesses were 
having trouble because they’d hire 
people that couldn’t find a place to 
stay nearby. We really see it as a great 
partnership with the city in planning 
something that’s going to benefit 
them, benefit all of the businesses 
already in town and, of course, benefit 
our business as well.”

McElroy said the tenants who 
have moved in are excited about the 
new apartments.

“People are coming for older apart-

ments,” she said. “A lot of people are 
coming from a bigger area like the 
Fox Valley that have a lot of newer 
apartments. They’re very excited that 
Shawano now has something similar 
to what they’re used to seeing in those 
other areas.”

McElroy said the project turned out 
to be a win-win for her company and 
the Shawano community.

“It was great to find this amount of 
space so we could put up this many 
units in one location,” she said. “You 
can kind of see it from the highway, so 
we like that. We did have a great part-
nership with the city. Everybody on 
the staff was really great to work with 
and really supportive of the project. 
There was a lot of coordination with 
getting utilities to the site and making 
sure everything is permitted. Having 
that support of the city was really nice.

“The business community there 
has been great as well,” she said. 
“They came out to our groundbreak-
ing when we started the project and 
came out to the grand opening. It’s a 
great community.”
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Filling a big need in a big way
S.C. Swiderski selected as Shawano Country business of the year

By GREG SEUBERT
Correspondent

S.C. Swiderski is in the process of building and operating SCS Shawano, which features 200 apartment homes on Engel Drive.� CONTRIBUTED
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A downtown 
dream come true

The Shawano Country Small 
Business of the Year award is an-
nually presented to a Shawano or 
Menominee county business that 
has shown growth and attributes 
that advance Shawano Country’s 
economy and overall quality of life. 
The Stock Market/Fully Stocked in 
downtown Shawano is 2022’s recipi-
ent of this award.

The Stock Market opened for 
business in 2018 specializing in olive 
oil, balsamic vinegar, loose leaf tea 
and home decor. The Stock Market is 
named after its owners, Chelsea Gilling 
and Abigael Wallarich, sisters whose 
maiden name was Stock. According to 
their website, the creation of the store 
fulfilled their childhood dream to one 
day own and manage a store in down-
town Shawano.

“Downtown Shawano holds so 
many special memories for Abigael 
and me,” Gilling said. “We grew up 
here. We are raising our families here. 
‘Be the change you want to see in the 
world;’ we want these things for our 
families and our community. We want 
to help in creating that Shawano pride. 
We want others to see Shawano the 
way we do — as an amazing place to 
live, work and play.”

The store became so successful that 
in the summer of 2022, they expanded 
into the neighboring retail space. The 
Stock Market’s counterpart, Fully 
Stocked Wine and Liquor Lounge, now 
offers customers charcuterie boards, 
wines, liquors and desserts.

Both The Stock Market and Fully 
Stocked offer events, including Satur-
day tastings at The Stock Market and 
a recent New Year’s Eve wine pairing 
dinner at Fully Stocked. The sisters 
have created an atmosphere that is 
welcoming and fun, which is undoubt-
edly a contribution to their success.

“We sample our products. We joke 
around. We have fun,” said Gilling. 
“Our goal is always to create an atmo-
sphere that our customers want to be 
in and be a part of.”

With that success, they have in 
turn become active members of the 
community. Hosting and helping to 

sponsor events, such as Witch’s Night 
Out in October, has benefited down-
town Shawano not only in creating an 
exciting atmosphere, but also promot-
ing consumer traffic.

“Planning and participating in 
events, donating to organizations and 
fundraisers as well as volunteerism 
are extremely important to us,” said 
Gilling. “These are the things that 
strengthen and build community. 
Our heavy involvement in events can 
touch all three of these things at once. 
We have always been very passionate 
about being active in our community. 
Main Street is the heart of every com-
munity, and having a lively and engag-
ing downtown that promotes coming 
together is what makes small towns 
thrive. We are so happy to be a part of 
downtown Shawano.”

Their dedication to the commu-
nity has been quickly recognized 
and appreciated by their customers, 
colleagues and fellow businessmen 
and women.

“The Stock sisters participate in 
full force in every Shawano Down-
town event,” said Lindsay Johnson, co-
ordinator at Shawano Downtown, who 
submitted The Stock Market/Fully 
Stocked as a nominee for Business of 
the Year. “They are always willing to 
help out with events and go above and 
beyond in their contribution. They 
have brought in celebrities (Moon-
shiners) during ShawanoFest, spon-
sored a pumpkin carver during Octo-
berfest and are the originators of the 
Witch’s Night Out event that is highly 
popular! This fall, Chelsea worked 
with the Shawano Historical Society 
to create Shawano’s first haunted 
history tour. They also collaborate 
with other Shawano businesses. In 
addition, they are huge supporters of 
the community, donating to numerous 
organizations and fundraisers. They 
are always brainstorming new ideas 
to add to their store, new activities to 
bring to Shawano Downtown events 
and additional ways to draw people to 
downtown. People love their creativ-
ity and energy and are drawn to their 
excitement for the community.”

As for the future of the business, 
Gilling and Wallarich are already 
making plans.

“We are always thinking of what’s 
next,” said Gilling. “We have lots of 
things in the works, long term and 
short term. We can’t share quite yet, 
but 2023 and 2024 will be a fun and 
busy year for us. Within these next 
few months, building our online pres-
ence is the priority. We are currently 
working with new web designers to 
make our website even more enjoyable 
to shop and, yes, we will have lots of 

home decor available to order online.”
Throughout their business 

journey, the sisters have kept their 
success in perspective. “We are so 
humbled, touched, grateful and ap-
preciative to receive ‘Business of the 
Year’ for 2022. We are two small-
town Shawano girls who are blessed 
to live our childhood dreams every 
single day. Thank you for continuing 
to support and believe in us.”

The Stock Market is recognized as Shawano 
Country’s Small Business of the Year

By NICOLE HIXSON
Correspondent

Sisters Chelsea Gilling, left, and Abigael Wallarich opened the Stock Market in 2018 and have grown the 
business to include Fully Stocked Wine and Liquor Lounge next door.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA
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Olivia Schultz named Young 
Professional of the Year

Having ties in Shawano, Schultz attributes place in life to Shawano Specialty Papers

Olivia Schultz, who works as a hu-
man resources generalist for Shawano 
Specialty Papers, was recently notified 
that she had won the Shawano Coun-
try Chamber of Commerce award for 
Young Professional of the Year.

Schultz, 24 and a native of Shawa-
no, was nominated for the 2022 award 
by three of her coworkers. They said 
she is humble enough to seek input 
from others while being confident 
enough to take appropriate action. Her 
coworkers added that her positive atti-
tude and pragmatic perspective make 
her a valuable member of the team.

Working hard and doing her best 
to serve her company and community, 
however, aren’t actions that Schultz 
has to think about.

“I am just doing it, because I do it,” 
said Schultz. “We do the right thing 
because it is the right thing.”

Schultz said her ties to Shawano 
Specialty Papers go back a long way 
because her dad is a long-time com-
pany employee. After graduating high 
school, Schultz went off to college 
but came back to the Shawano mill on 
breaks to help on the production line. 
“I worked here in the summer, and 
that was how I put myself through col-
lege,” said Schultz.

She graduated from the University 
of Minnesota-Duluth in 2021 with 
a degree in human resources and 
communications. In June of that year, 
Schultz found herself with a job in the 
management portion of the company.

“When I first started here, I was 
working more in development, and 
then this past summer in June, I 
was brought over to the HR side of 
things,” said Schultz. “That was excit-
ing for me.”

According to the chamber’s nomi-
nation application, Schultz’s cowork-
ers identified her as a high potential 
employee during her summer employ-
ment. Schultz was promoted to her 
position as HR generalist due to her 
willingness to accept difficult chal-
lenges and seek immediate and long-
term solutions, her coworkers said.

“I am out there interacting with our 
associates every day — just kind of 
being the face for employee interac-

tions,” said Schultz, on why she feels 
she won the award. “I think that that is 
important for our employees.”

More than just important for the 
employees, Schultz said acting in that 
role has been a vital learning opportu-
nity for her as well.

“Being that person and being in 
that position, I think that I have grown 
as an individual and a professional,” 
said Schultz. “I have definitely grown 
my confidence and my ability to talk 
to people.”

At Shawano Specialty Papers, 
Schultz explained that a normal day 
for her includes keeping records, 
doing paperwork, spending time in 
the paper mill and on-boarding and 
setting up interviews. On top of that, 
keeping track of and managing em-
ployees’ hours is another big responsi-
bility for Schultz.

“I work with closely with our HR 
manager here at the Shawano mill,” 
said Schultz. “I also get to work with 
our whole corporation, including our 
HR managers in Green Bay.”

Outside of the workplace, Schultz 

spends a lot of time in the community 
with various organizations. Being 
involved with the Culture Club, where 
she was volunteering for spring trail 
cleanup with Shawano Pathways, par-
ticipating in and organizing a team for 
the FRESH Project 5K, assisting with 
a donation challenge for Safe Haven, 
participating in the holiday stroll and 
tree lighting and being a part of Sha-
wano Area Youth Professionals is just 
a sampling of Schultz’s involvement in 
her community.

“I attribute a lot in the commu-
nity to my ties here,” said Schultz, 
referring to her childhood in 
Shawano. “The Culture Club is our 
values committee here at the paper 
mill. We do a lot to bring together 
our employees in the community 
that we live and work in.”

She said that she likes to be in-
volved in the area through her job not 
only because of her ties to Shawano, 
but also because she wants to involve 
the employees of Shawano Specialty 
Papers and the company as a whole 
with the community they serve.

“We want to involve our employ-
ees, but us as members of this club 
go out to do this stuff to open it up to 
our employees,” said Schultz. “Com-
ing back to Shawano after graduating 
— it was about getting involved and 
meeting people. I have done some 
networking events; that has been nice 
to meet other young professionals in 
and around Shawano.”

Schultz noted another favorite 
pastime of hers has been working with 
the local humane society.

“That is important to me; we have 
two animals from the shelter,” said 
Schultz. “That is also something that I 
would like to do more of.”

Through her life and with her 
father being a long-time employee 
with the company, Schultz said that 
she owes a lot of where she is today to 
Shawano Specialty Papers.

“This has been my life, with my 
dad working here,” said Schultz. “I 
give a lot of credit to where I am at life 
to this place.”

By LUKE REIMER
Reporter

Olivia Schultz, who works as an HR generalist for Shawano Specialty Papers, was given the Young Professional of the Year Award in 2022. Schultz works to 
connect Shawano Specialty Papers with the community, often spending time with local nonprofit organizations.� GREG MELLIS | NEW MEDIA

lreimer@newmedia-wi.com
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C H A M B E R  M E M B E R S 
• AbbyBank
• Advanced Physical Therapy and Sports 
Medicine
• Alpine Shores Professionals
• American Family Insurance
• American Legion Post 117
• American Marine and Motorsports 
Super Center
• AmeriVu Inn and Suites
• Anthony Kotula’s Auto Recycling LLC
• Antler’s Supper Club
• Ardex All American Mineral Co. Inc.
• Associated Bank
• Aster Assisted Living of Clintonville
• Tom & Lois Aumann
• Automotive Supply Co. Inc.
• Badger State Event Productions
• Bamboo Shores Inc.
• Bank First
• Bay Title & Abstract Inc.
• BayCare Clinic LLP (Shawano providers)
• Bayland Buildings Inc.
• Beans & Books Coffeehouse LLC
• Be Better ERC Consulting
• BE’s Refreshments
• Lenore Behnke
• Bellin Health - Bonduel
• Bertram Wireless
• Best Western Wittenberg
• Big Brothers Big Sisters
• Birch Hill Health Services
• BMO Harris Bank
• Boarders Inn & Suites
• Bob and Dave’s Lawn and Landscape 

Maintenance Inc.
• The Bolt and Skein Quilt Shop
• Bonduel Community Archives
• Bonduel State Bank
• Bottle House Antiques
• Bowler Area Historical Society
• Bowman Performance Consulting LLC
• Boys & Girls Club of Shawano
• Bridge the Gap Inc. (for Autism)
• Brothers’ Market
• Buchert Storage
• BugBoss The X-Terminator
• Bug Tussel
• Cambridge Design & Print
• Capital Credit Union
• Cecil 2 LLC
• Cecil Fireside Inn
• Celerity Staffing Solutions
• Cellcom
• Charlie’s County Market
• Charter Aarrowcast Inc.
• Christensen Printing and Publishing LLC
• Church on the Hill United Methodist 
Church
• City Shoe Repair and More
• City of Shawano
• Classic’s Restaurant and Lounge LLC
• Cobbler’s Closet
• Cobblestone Hotel & Suites
• Cobblestone Inn & Suites
• Coldwell BankerReal Estate Group
• College of Menominee Nation
• Community Alternatives
• The Community Blood Center

• Community Education Dept.
• Complete Canine Care Centre
• Complete Office of Wisconsin
• Contractors Choice Lumber LLC
• Cornerstone Chiropractic
• The Cottages on Golden Pond and 
Memory Care
• CoVantage Credit Union
• Covenant Life Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church
• C.R. Property Maintenance
• Crab ’n Jack’s
• Crafty Boutique
• Creative Cleaning Solutions LLC
• Creative Sign Company
• Culligan of Shawano
• Culver’s of Shawano
• Dairy Queen of Shawano
• David Swenor Photography
• Dearco Distributing
• Divine Savior Evangelical Lutheran 
Church
• Dixon’s Torch Lite
• Dotcom Branding
• Donovan’s Homeplate Café
• Dreier Pharmacy and Gift Shoppe Inc.
• Drift In Cottages
• Dynamic Designs Unlimited
• EXIT Elite Realty
• Edward Jones Investments
• El Taco Loco Inc
• El Tequila Mexican Restaurant
• Larry and Kathy Evans
• Everflow Farm & Orchard

• Evergreen Health Services
• Ewert Pest and Wildlife Control
• The F.R.E.S.H. Project
• Fabiano Brothers-Wisconsin LLC
• Fannita’s Bakery
• Farm inn’ On Main
• Fawn Lake Campground and RV Park
• Felts Construction Co. Inc.
• First Call Locksmith 1 LLC
• First Presbyterian Church
• Forward Service Corporation
• Frontline Fence LLC
• Full House Realty
• The Gathering
• Gehm’s Club 117
• Generations
• GENEX
• Glas Coffeehouse
• Go2Girl, LLC
• Golden Sands Golf Community
• Goodwill Industries
• Great Wolf Tubing Co. LLC
• Green Bay Austin Straubel Brown 
County Airport
• Gresham Advancement Association
• Gretzinger’s Landscaping and 
Evergreens LLC
• HM Staff of Life
• Hanke’s Sentry Foods
• Happy Trails CBD
• Harter’s Fox Valley Disposal
• Anita Hartman
• The Harvest Restaurant & Bakery
• Hawkeye Hearth & Home
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• Health Care Solutions By Dawn
• Hearing Life
• Heartland Home Health and Hospice
• Heins Appliance LLC
• Dennis and Michelle Heling
• Herbert E. McLaughlin Post #2723
Veterans of Foreign Wars
• Hidden Valley Supper Club
• Ho-Chunk Gaming Wittenberg
• Homme Home of Wittenberg
• Hurricane Dawn’s
• Hwy 29 Flea Market
• Imago Dei Village—Crossways
• J & H Game Farm
• J & R Machine Inc.
• jDogg’s
• James Grezenski Forest Products
• Jill’s Pet Grooming
• John and Lorraine’s Hobby Honey Farm
• Jungles on Main LLC
• Junior Achievement of Wisconsin Inc. 
Wolf River Area
• KI-Krueger International
• Kallies Electric Inc.
• Kassidy’s Studio Lounge and Dining
• Keller Inc.
• Kellogg’s Kampsites
• KerberRose S.C.
• KerberRose Wealth Management Group
• Kersten Accounting and Tax Pros
• Kinney Lake Campground
• Knope Heating and Air Conditioning
• Knotty Pine Vacation Home
• The Konop Companies
• Krueger Sign and Electric Inc.
• Kuhn’s Bait & Tackle Palace
• Kwik Trip
• L. J. Sperberg Construction Inc.
• LCFS Thrift Store
• Lakeland Care Inc.
• Lakeland Storage Center
• Lakeview Revival WI Inc.
• Lamar Advertising of Green Bay
• Lamers Bus Lines Inc.
• Lark Country Store
• Lebakkens Rent To Own
• Jim and Irene Leuenberger
• Life Church Shawano
• The Lighthouse
• Little Rapids-Shawano Paper Mill
• Little Star Convenience Store
• Loon Lake Getaway
• Luigi’s Pizza
• The Lumberyard Bar & Grill
• Lunds SnoBirds
• Lutheran Social Services Homme Youth 
and  Family Programs
• Maple Hills Golf Course and Restaurant 
• Maplebreeze LLC
• Marion Area Historical Society
• Marion Body Works
• Martin Jewellers
• Martin’s Hillstop LLC
• Meadow View Estates LLC
• Menominee Casino Resort
• Menominee Indian Tribe Historic 
Preservation
• Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin
• Menominee Tribal Enterprises
• Mielke Cottage
• Mike’s Country Meats
• Miller’s Furniture and Barns
• Milo’s Poultry Farms
• Moede and Sons Inc.

• Moe’s on Main Inc
• Mohican LP Gas Company
• Montour-Engel LLC
• The Mooseyard Association
• 1919 Antiques
• NAPA - Hometown Auto
• NEW Media LLC
• Navarino Nature Center
• New View Industries
• Newcap Inc.
• North Star Mohican Casino Resort
• North States Wood Gates Inc.
• Northcentral Technical College
• Northeast Asphalt Inc
• Northeast Wisconsin Technical College
• Northwestern Mutual
• Nsight Telservices
• Nueske’s Applewood Smoked Meats
• 1Vision
• Odisha House of Rest
• Off the Wall Art Studio & Gallery
• Old Glory Candy LLC
• Ollie’s Flowers
• Marty Olsen
• Orion Landscapes for Living
• Orthopedic and Sports Institute of the 
Fox Valley
• Peace United Church of Christ
• Performance Foodservice
• Perkins Restaurant
• Perret Homes Inc.
• Perry Seamless Gutters
• Pine Grove Campground LLC
• Pine Hills Golf Course
• Pinewood Cottages
• Pingel Processing LLC
• Pomp’s Tire Service
• Porter’s Patch
• Premier Community Bank
• Premier Investment Services
• Prevea Health
• Prey & Asenbrenner Insurance Agency
• Primal Eats/Apple Creek Whitetails
• Prime Powersports
• Print Plus Web by Zurko Promotions
• Pure Essence Salon and Day Spa
• Qualheim’s True Value
• R & L Resort
• R. Franklin’s Clothing
• Raddant Electric Service Inc.
• Radtke-Reuter Electric LLC
• Red River Riders Therapeutic Horseback 
Riding Inc.
• Red Rooster Café & Catering LLC
• Republican Party of Shawano County
• Revived Salon LLC
• Riesterer and Schnell
• River Haven on the Wolf
• Riverside Business Solutions
• Rogue Graphx
• Rotary Club of Shawano
• The Rustic Shed
• S.C. Swiderski
• S.O.S. K-9
• Shawano Area Matthew 25
• Sacred Heart Parish
• Safe Haven Domestic Abuse Support 
Center
• Salon 2140 Inc
• Sand-BAR & Grille
• Sandy Shore Cottages LLC
• Schairer’s Autumn Acres LLC
• Bob Schmidt
• Sally Schmidt

• Schneider & Sons Landscaping Inc.
• School District of Bonduel
• Scrub A Dub Auto & Pet Wash
• Senzig’s Fine Home Furnishings
• ServiceMaster - RRH
• Shawano Ambulance
• Shawano Area Agricultural Society Inc.
• Shawano Area Community Foundation
• Shawano Area Food Pantry and 
Resource Center
• Shawano Area Waterways Management
• Shawano Area Writers
• Shawano Auto Sales
• Shawano Cinema
• Shawano Country Chamber of 
Commerce
• Shawano Country Tourism Council
• Shawano County
• Shawano County Arts Council
• Shawano County Economic Progress Inc. 
• Shawano County Historical Society
• Shawano County Library
• Shawano County Literacy Council
• Shawano County Park
• Shawano County Friends of the 
Mountain Bay Trail
• Shawano County Snowmobile 
Association
• Shawano Dollars for Scholars
• Shawano Downtown BID
• Shawano Estates
• Shawano Family Dentistry
• Shawano Four Seasons Resort
• Shawano Health Services
• Shawano Hockey League
Matt Schroeder
• Shawano Lake Beach House
• Shawano Lake Golf Course
• Shawano Lake Lions Club
• Shawano Lawn and Stone
• Shawano Masonic Lodge #170
• Shawano Municipal Utilities
• Shawano Optimist Club
• Shawano Orthodontics
• Shawano Pathways
• Shawano Pawn Shop
• Shawano School District
• Shawano Ski Sharks
• Shawano Title Services Inc.
• Shawano Woman’s Club
• Shawano’s Café and JP’s Sports Bar
• Sherita Shores LLC
• Sherwin-Williams
• Shoe Sensation Inc.
• Shops on Grand LLC
• Shotgun Eddy Inc.
• Singin’ Entertainment LLC
• Smet Construction Services
• Spa Party on Main
• St. Jakobi Lutheran Church
Pastor Travis Kleinschmidt
• St. James Lutheran Church and School 
• St. Michael’s Church
• St. Paul Lutheran Church & School
• State Farm Insurance
• Steph’s DIY Design Studio
• The Stock Market
• Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohicans
• Stockbridge-Munsee Health and 
Wellness Center
• Stone Creations of Wisconsin Inc.
• Strive Behavioral Solutions LLC
• Stubborn Brothers Brewery
• Swedberg Funeral Home

• Sweetgrass Behavioral Health
• Sweet Timber Maple Co.
• Nancy Syndergaard
• Tangle Horn
• Gary Tauchen• 
• The Avenue
• The Blend
• ThedaCare Medical Center-Shawano
• ThedaCare Physicians
• ThedaCare Shawano-Friends of Hospice
• ThedaCare At Work-Shawano
• Thiel & Associates
• Robert R. Thomas
• Thornberry Cottage Baby and Gift
• Three lil’ Birds Consignment
• Thrivent Financial - Wolf River
Associates
• Til the Cows Come Home Gallery of 
Gifts
• Tilleda Falls Campground LLC
• TimberPro Inc.
• Torborg’s - Shawano Lumber
• Total Fitness
• Tower Clock Eye Center
• Trailside Nutrition
• Tumbleweed LLC
• 22 Shell Station
• Twigs Beverage
• U.S. Cellular
• Unifirst Corporation
• UNITY Hospice & Palliative Care
• USAIR Motorsports Raceway
• The United Lutheran Parish-TULP
• United Way of Shawano County Inc.
• Value Added Distributors
• Geri Van De Loo, Geri
• Verkuilen Chiropractic and Wellness 
Center
• Veterans of the Menominee Nation
• Village Mercantile
• Village of Tigerton
• Vye
• WTCH-AM / WOWN-FM /
WJMQ-FM / WOTE-AM
• Wagner Leadership Training
• Wal Mart Super Center
• Wallrich Agency Inc.
• Walls of Wittenberg
• Walsh Dental Group
• WAMSCO
• Wandering Waves Resort
• War Bonnet Native Gifts
• We Are People
• Wenger’s Waters Edge Resort
• Wholistic Yoga Center LLC
• Willowbreeze Lakefront Cottages
• Wisconsin Document Imaging
• Wisconsin Film & Bag Inc. 
• Wittenberg Area Chamber of 
Commerce
• Wolf River Builders Association
• Wolf River Dental
• Wolf River Habitat for Humanity
• Wolf River Harmony Chorus
• Wolf River Home Inspection
• Wolf River Lutheran High School
• Wolf River School To Work
• Woodstock Hardwood Flooring and
Design Center
• Yoder’s Bakery
• Z’s Tree Services, LLC
• Zeitler Plumbing
• Zion Lutheran Church ELCA
• Zurko’s Midwest Promotions
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