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Plenty of memorable moments during 2021-22 seasons
This special All-Region Review sec-

tion marks the end of 2021-22 coverage 
of high school athletics in the area. 
What a year it was.

The reason 
this section 
originated was 
to help shine an 
even brighter 
spotlight on area 
sports athletes 
and teams. Let 
me tell you, I 
had no idea how 
difficult it would 

be to determine athletes and teams of 
the year, but that just goes to show the 
amount of talent in the area.

It seemed that no matter what 
sports were being played, there was 
always an area team or two vying for 
the conference title. Every season in-
cluded multiple conference players of 
the year, and there were a handful of 
area coaches that were also recognized 
for their team’s strong seasons.

With the entire year now wrapped 
up and having some time to reflect 
on it all, I thought it would be fun to 
revisit some of the top moments and 
games.

Let’s begin with the fall season. 
While the temperatures were begin-
ning to drop, the sports action was just 
heating up.

The high school football season was 
incredible, with several teams in the 
hunt for conference titles and some 

really intense regular season games 
along the way.

I came into the school year expect-
ing a fun and exciting year and was 
treated to a thrilling contest between 
Oconto Falls and Oconto for my first 
football game. It was a low-scoring, 
defensive battle, with Oconto Falls 
prevailing in the final minute with a 
couple of clutch plays.

I got my first look at the Witten-

berg-Birnamwood football team a 
couple weeks later and quickly learned 
that the Chargers would not only be 
one of the top teams in the area, but 
also the entire state. It was a blast get-
ting to cover the Chargers during their 
deep postseason run, which included 
one of the top games in the state 
when Witt-Birn edged conference foe 
Amherst.

While area football teams were 

making postseason runs, the Pulaski 
boys soccer team was doing the same, 
with three shutout wins earning the 
team a regional title.

Witt-Birn and Gresham served as 
the top volleyball teams in the area, 
with each team winning conference 
titles. The talent didn’t stop there 
though, as just about every area team 
had at least one player that I deemed 
must watch.

MORGAN RODE

Oconto Falls’ Hailey Peitersen, left, defends Bonduel’s Brenna Hertzfeldt during a nonconference basketball game on Feb. 14 in Oconto Falls.
� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA



Cross-country runners and teams 
continued to impress in the fall, with 
several eventually qualifying for state. 
It isn’t often I get too overwhelmed 
trying to capture photos of area 
athletes at events, but state cross-
country was one of those because of 
the amount of athletes across several 
different teams.

Girls golfers in the area contin-
ued to shine, with several qualifying 
for sectionals, while Pulaski’s Taya 
Schmidt capped a solid year for girls 
swim teams with an individual state 
appearance.

The winter season was a mixed bag 
of emotions, with plenty of triumphs 
and some absolutely heartbreaking 
finishes.

We’ll start with the positive of 
Oconto Falls wrestler Clayton Whit-
ing. What a treat it was to get to watch 
him wrestle over the past four years, 
and it was extremely satisfying to 
see him stand atop the state podium 
a fourth time after learning of all the 
work and time he puts into the sport.

Whiting was just one of 16 state 
qualifiers in the area, so that was 
another time where it got a touch over-
whelming to keep track of all the area 
athletes. A number of those wrestlers 
placed at state, putting a bow on yet 
another successful season.

While there wasn’t a whole lot of 
team success for boys basketball, the 
individual talent was off the charts. 
It was always fun to watch opposing 
teams try to take away those players, 
only for adjustments to be made and 
big games still achieved.

Girls basketball teams enjoyed a 
little more success, with Bonduel and 

Gresham tying for conference titles.
As you might know, the Bonduel 

program has turned in several deep 
postseason runs over the past few sea-
sons, and they did it again in the win-
ter. The Bears took down a nemesis in 
Crandon on their way to a sectional 
title game, which might have been the 
most intense sporting event I covered 
this year.

Bonduel fell behind early on but 
battled all the way back to tie it in the 
final moments, only to have a last-
second heave from Westfield win it 
(video is posted on the NEW Media 
Inc. Sports YouTube page). It was 
absolutely gut-wrenching to watch it 
happen live, but was one of the few 
times I could safely say the losing team 
left it all on the playing surface and 
really should have no regrets.

In the pool, Pulaski’s T.J. Shaw 
swam his way to state for the top mo-
ment in the boys swim season.

Connor Heezen and Eric Sper-
duto continued the theme of Pulaski 
athletes qualifying for state this spring 
when they made it to the big stage for 
boys tennis.

On the softball diamond, the girls 
from Bonduel carried over their 
success from the basketball season, 
turning in a perfect regular season 
before claiming a regional title. The 
Bears were part of another one of the 
top events I got to witness, but came 
up short in a tight sectional semifinal 
contest.

Shawano and Marion each won 
conference titles for baseball. Shawano 
and Lena went on to win regional 
titles. The Hawks’ run at a state bid fell 
short after a seventh-inning rally in a 
sectional semifinal game fell just short.

Another top sporting event from 
this spring ended in a loss for a local 
team, but it wasn’t for lack of effort. 
The Pulaski girls soccer team battled 

100 minutes with Green Bay South-
west in a sectional semifinal match 
before eventually falling in penalty 
kicks. I don’t think I’ve ever been more 
nervous at a sporting event than I was 
that evening.

On the golf course, there was good 
individual and team play. Many of 
the area’s golfers traded top finishes 
throughout the season before a few 
teams and one individual qualified for 
sectionals. That individual, Witt-Birn’s 
Calvin Scheurer, ended up represent-
ing the area at state to end the season.

The state track and field meet 
quickly became something I looked 
forward to every year, and there were 
plenty of headlines made at state this 
spring. Several individuals and a relay 
team finished on the podium, and a 
number of them barely missed out on 
state titles.

All in all, it was an incredible year 
of sports across the three seasons.

While some of the heartbreaking 
finishes stick out, they also serve as 
stories of grittiness and show that the 
area is more than capable of producing 
some of state’s top teams. Only one 
team can stand victorious at the end 
of it all, so don’t let that diminish the 
fun and memories you made getting to 
those points.

For the athletes that have graduated 
and are moving on to the next phases 
of their lives, best of luck to you. To 
the remaining high school athletes, 
enjoy the rest of your summers, and 
then let’s get back to making more 
memories this coming year.
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Gillett’s Alex Peterson, center, lines up for the 3,200-meter run during the State Track and Field Cham-
pionships on June 4 at Veterans Memorial Stadium in La Crosse.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

Morgan Rode is the sports editor for NEW Media. 
Readers can contact him at sports@newmedia-wi.com.



Shawano Community High 
School athlete Elliott Lowney en-
dured an up-and-down finish to his 
high school athletic career.

Lowney battled through some 
adversity and was a big contributor 
in all three sports he competed in, 
helping him earn the NEW Media 
Inc. Boys Athlete of the Year honor.

“What helped me be successful 
in all my sports was the dedication 
during the summer and not let any-
thing distract me from what I want-
ed to accomplish,” said Lowney.

Lowney, a Bemidji State Uni-
versity football commit, had big 
expectations for himself and the 
Shawano football team coming into 
the season.

Things got off to a strong start 
for the Hawks when Lowney scored 
a touchdown in the first quarter of 
a game against Denmark, but the 
star receiver was tackled in the end 
zone and he suffered a broken col-
larbone.

A couple days after sustaining 
the injury, Lowney tweeted, “I have 
decided to have surgery and am out 
for 6-8 weeks cutting it close with 
the end of the season.”

“After I broke my collarbone, I 
wasn’t even sure if I was going to 
have a senior football season, but 
after a quick surgery and some con-
vincing to my doctor, I got to get 
back and got to help the team make 
the playoffs for the third year in a 
row,” said Lowney.

Lowney returned to the field 
against Winneconne — only miss-
ing five games — and immedi-
ately got back to producing for the 
Hawks, but not without some fear 
in the back of his mind.

“When my doctor gave me the 
OK to play I was a little hesitant 
because it still was not fully healed 
and I was not even fully cleared to 
lift weights so going in to the first 
game I knew I just had to get past 
that first hit and then I knew I was 
going to be OK,” said Lowney.

Lowney had three catches for 

34 yards against Winneconne, but 
dominated the rest of the regular 
season.

Against Seymour the following 
week, he caught nine passes for 181 
yards and two scores. He caught 
seven passes for 172 yards and two 
more scores against Fox Valley Lu-
theran and then hauled in 11 passes 
for 130 yards and a score against 
Menasha.

So in his four games and open-
ing quarter, Lowney still managed 

32 receptions for 627 yards and 
six touchdowns, still putting him 
among the top receivers in the 
state. His 125 yard per game average 
was second in the state.

As Lowney mentioned, he helped 
the Hawks make the playoffs for a 
third straight season. Shawano had 
just three playoff appearances ever 
when Lowney began his high school 
career.

Lowney then turned his atten-
tion to the basketball season and 

helped the team to a strong 16-9 
overall finish and third place tie in 
the tough Bay Conference.

Lowney served as the primar-
ily point guard for Shawano. He 
attacked the basket often, averaging 
6.6 points per contest to go along 
with 3.4 assists.

He was a pest on defense, often 
picking up opponents full court and 
disrupting their offensive flow. He 
averaged 3.1 rebounds and 2.2 steals 
a game.
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Shawano’s Lowney named top boys athlete
Athlete starred 

in football, 
basketball and 
track and field

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Shawano’s Elliott Lowney dribbles the ball during a Division 2 regional semifinal playoff game against Rhinelander on March 5 in Shawano.
� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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Lowney capped his athletic ca-
reer at Shawano competing on the 
track and field team in the spring.

He primarily competed in the 
100- and 200-meter dashes. During 
the regular season, Lowney was 
consistently earning top finishes, 
despite taking on some of the area’s 
and state’s best sprinters.

After making state in Division 2 
as a junior, the competition stiff-
ened for the Shawano athlete this 
spring when the team was back in 
Division 1 action. It didn’t bother 
Lowney much, as he still qualified 
for state in both sprinting events.

At state, Lowney made the finals 
in each event and then placed sixth 
in the 200 and eighth in the 100 in 
the finals.

It was a strong finish to 
Lowney’s athletic career, especially 
considering the injury concerns he 
had in the fall.

“With the uncertainty I really 
wasn’t sure what I was going to do 
but I accomplished everything I 
wanted to and I had no regrets for 
my high school sports career walk-
ing off the track in La Crosse,” said 
Lowney.

Honorable mentions
There was no shortage of im-

pressive boys athletes in the area 
that also enjoyed strong athletic 
years.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Ben 
Wesolowski was one of those ath-
letes, starring in football, basketball 
and baseball for the Chargers as a 
senior. Wesolowski was the Offen-
sive Player of the Year in the Cen-
tral Wisconsin Conference-Large 
Division in football, a first teamer 
in the CWC-East for baseball and a 
second-team selection in the CWC-
East for basketball.

Lena senior Logan Shallow also 
played football, basketball and 
baseball. For football, he landed on 
the MONLPC first team on offense 
and second team on defense. Shal-
low made the second team in the 
Marinette & Oconto Conference for 
basketball and M&O first team for 
baseball.

Pulaski’s T.J. Shaw was an 
individual state qualifier in cross-
country and boys swim. He capped 
his strong year competing in track 
and field, with a third-place finish 
in the 3,200 at the Fox River Classic 
Conference as a highlight.

Bowler’s Emmitt Kietlinski was 
the quarterback for the Bowler/
Gresham football team, making 
the Central Wisconsin Conference 
8-player honorable mention team. 
He landed on the CWC-North first 
team for basketball and then placed 

second in the high jump and third 
in the triple jump at the state track 
and field meet.

Gillett’s Alex Peterson was a 
state qualifier in cross-country 
and track and field, placing 10th in 
cross-country and sixth in the 3,200 
at the state track meet. He also 
played on the basketball team.

Bonduel’s Noah Weier made the 
Packerland Conference list for foot-
ball at two positions, He then made 
the CWC-East second team for bas-
ketball before landing on the first 
team during the baseball season.

Oconto Falls’ Clayton Whiting 
isn’t the multi-sport athlete like 
some of the others listed, but his 

dominant wrestling season and 
career more than warrants him a 
spot here. 

Whiting went 50-1 this winter 
season and won a state title. For 
his career, Whiting earned a 163-5 
record and won four state titles.

Shawano’s Elliott Lowney competes at the state track meet on June 4 at Veterans Memorial Stadium in La Crosse.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

sports@newmedia-wi.com



Reese Rogowski has been a star 
since her freshman year at Witten-
berg-Birnamwood High School.

Rogowski turned in her best year 
yet as a junior and it helped her earn 
the NEW Media Inc. Girls Athlete of 
the Year honor.

“I was consistent with my work-
outs and continued to work hard 
to get better in all my sports that I 
compete in,” said Rogowski.

Rogowski began the year helping 
the Witt-Birn volleyball team to an-
other strong season. She was named 
the Central Wisconsin Conference-
East Division Player of the Year 
after helping the Chargers win a 
conference title.

The outside hitter accumulated 
352 attack kills during the season. 
She also was credited with 33 blocks.

Rogowski’s strong play didn’t 
stop there. She was also the team’s 
leader in digs with 299.

As if that wasn’t already enough, 
she also served 44 aces and had 208 
service points to her name.

“In volleyball, my coach (Becky 
Rew) knew my strengths and knew 
where I would be best on the floor 
which helped to maximize my suc-
cess,” said Rogowski.

After the fall season ended, with 
Witt-Birn appearing in a sectional 
semifinal match after winning a 
regional title, Rogowski’s atten-
tion turned to basketball. While the 
basketball team wasn’t as successful 
as the volleyball team, Rogowski led 
the way again.

In 27 games, Rogowski averaged 
18.6 points, the most in the CWC-
East. She was named to the all-con-
ference first team unanimously.

Rogowski, who shot 41% overall 
and 34% from behind the 3-point 
line, was 14th in the state with 5.3 
assists per contest. The junior also 
averaged 4.6 rebounds, 3.4 steals and 
1.6 blocks per game.

“My coach (Nick Mechelke) for 
basketball helped by scouting other 
teams to find their weaknesses and 
came up with ways to position me 

and the team offensively and defen-
sively so we could be efficient,” said 
Rogowski.

Rogowski and the basketball 
team won a pair of playoff games 
to advance to a regional title game 
before being eliminated, at which 
point Rogowski’s focus shifted to 
the spring track and field season.

Rogowski ran in the 100-, 200- 
and 400-meter dashes and also 
competed in long jump. Despite 
the heavy workload, the junior was 
simply dominant all season, winning 
just about every time she competed.

After winning CWC-Large con-
ference titles in all four events, the 
competition stiffened in the postsea-

son, but Rogowski was still able to 
qualify for state in all four events.

She ended the season and her 
standout year placing second at 
state in the 200 and 400, seventh in 
the 100 and 10th in the long jump 
while also vowing to work even 
harder to improve those marks as a 
senior.
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Witt-Birn’s Rogowski the top girls athlete
She was on 
volleyball, 

basketball, track 
and field teams

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Wittenberg-Birnamwood’s Reese Rogowski leaps up to spike the ball during a CWC-East match against Menominee Indian on Sept. 23 in Wittenberg.�
� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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“My coach (Mike Balliett) for 
track helped by pushing me every 
practice and meet to keep me going 
in a strong direction,” said Rogows-
ki.

While track was more of an 
individual effort for Rogowski, she 
also recognized her teammates in all 
three sports for helping her achieve 
the success she did.

“My teammates challenged me 
and pushed me of course, but most 
importantly they helped me when I 
was having an off day which encour-
aged me to come back stronger,” 
said Rogowski.

As you can imagine, Rogowski 
didn’t have too many off nights of 
competition during any of her three 
seasons, which led to strong show-
ings and a growing confidence.

“Having one strong season 
definitely motivated me for the next 
sports season because I had high ex-
pectations for myself following each 
season,” said Rogowski.

Honorable mentions
There were a number of multi-

sport girls athletes that also enjoyed 
strong seasons during the 2021-22 
school year.

Gresham’s Valarie Cerveny com-
peted in volleyball, basketball and 
track and field. She was the Player 
of the Year in the CWC-North for 
volleyball and Co-Player of the Year 
in basketball. 

She also had a solid spring sea-
son, winning the shot put, taking 
third in high jump and being a part 
of a first-place finishing 4x100 relay 
team at the CWC-Small Meet.

Suring’s Christine Sleeter com-
peted in the same three sports. She 
made the Marinette & Oconto Con-
ference second team in volleyball 
and was a first teamer for basketball. 
She won a M&O track and field title 
in high jump, was second in pole 
vault and third in the 400. Sleeter 
made it to state in the high jump 
and pole vault, tying for second and 
placing 17th, respectively.

Lena’s Natalie McNurlen also 
was a force in the M&O. She was an 
honorable mention selection in vol-
leyball and first teamer for basket-
ball. She then won a M&O track and 
field title in triple jump while also 
placing second in the 400 and third 
in the long jump. McNurlen also 
made it to the state track meet, plac-
ing sixth in the triple jump.

Bonduel’s Brenna Hertzfeldt 
was yet another star in volleyball, 
basketball and track. She made the 
CWC-East second team in volley-
ball before earning a first-team spot 
in basketball. Along with placing 
ninth at state in discus, Hertzfeldt 

was on a first-place finishing 4x100 
relay team at the CWC-Large Meet. 
Individually, she was second in the 
shot put and third in the discus at 
the conference meet.

Oconto Falls’ Alexis Euclide 
played golf, basketball and softball 

as a senior. She earned first-team 
selections during the basketball and 
softball seasons.

Gillett’s Carleigh Kaczmarek ran 
for the cross-country and track field 
teams, while also playing basketball. 
She placed second at the M&O meet 

for cross-country and then made the 
first team all-conference in basket-
ball. She placed first in the 1,600 and 
second in the 800 and 3,200 during 
the M&O Meet this spring.

sports@newmedia-wi.com

Witt-Birn’s Reese Rogowski puts up a shot during the team’s CWC-East game against Bonduel on Jan. 20 in Bonduel.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA
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There was no shortage of strong 
teams in the area throughout the 
2021-22 high school sports seasons.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood had a 
number of teams enjoy plenty of 
success in the fall, winter and spring 
seasons, and earned the NEW Media 
Inc. School of the Year honor for its 
collective effort.

“Success has become an expecta-
tion at Wittenberg-Birnamwood,” 
said WB athletic director Chris Nier. 
“The main reason I believe that 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood teams are 
successful is because the athletes buy 
into preparing in the offseason and 
the coaches are committed to seeing 
that happen. The majority of our ath-

letes are committed to strength train-
ing, speed work and agilities, along 
with attending contact days, open 
gyms, summer leagues and clubs.”

Witt-Birn boasted two of the 
area’s top teams during the fall sea-
son in its football and girls volleyball 
squads.

The Chargers’ football team 
turned in a 6-1 record in the Central 
Wisconsin Conference-Large Divi-
sion to place second, losing only to 
Amherst. Witt-Birn got its revenge 
on Amherst in the postseason, knock-
ing out the state power in an epic 
level three playoff battle in Amherst.

The Chargers rallied from several 
deficits during the game, including 
a seven-point deficit with just over 
three minutes to play. Witt-Birn 
scored with 86 seconds to play to get 
within a point, and then converted a 
two-point conversion to snatch the 
lead.

Witt-Birn’s magical postseason 
run came to an end the next week 
after a hard-fought loss to Aquinas, 
but it didn’t diminish the incredible 
season the Chargers put together.

Witt-Birn’s volleyball team 
continued its recent dominance in 
the CWC-East, posting a perfect 
record to claim the conference title. 
The Chargers then won nine of 10 
sets across three matches to win a 
regional title. The team’s postseason 
run came to an end against Oconto in 
a sectional semifinal match.

“Starting the year off with a con-
ference and regional championship 
in volleyball and making it to the 
fourth round in football helped kick 
off the year setting a positive mindset 
for winning,” said Nier.

“However, the success of the pre-
vious year prompted the success of 
this past fall season. During the 20-21 
year, WB had conference champion-
ships in volleyball, girls basketball, 
girls track, softball and golf. Along 
with that we had a regional cham-
pionship in boys basketball and 
softball, helping to motivate athletes 
to continue working hard in the sum-
mer leading to success this year as 
well. Success breeds success.”

The girls swim team also had 
a solid fall season. The Chargers 

placed fourth in the Bay Conference 
despite having one of the smallest 
rosters.

The Witt-Birn boys basketball 
team was in the hunt for a CWC-East 
title most of the winter season, even-
tually settling for second place. The 
Chargers also earned a playoff win.

Had it not been for several close 
losses, the girls basketball team 
would have had an even better 
season than it did. The team tied for 
third in the conference and won 17 
games overall, including two playoff 
wins.

The Witt-Birn wrestling team 
placed second in the CWC after 
having one individual champion and 
eight second-place finishers. Pierson 
Potrykus and David Gauderman rep-
resented the team at state.

The Chargers’ baseball team 
was in the CWC-East title hunt this 
spring, eventually taking second. 
Witt-Birn won 19 games overall and 
appeared in a regional title game.

Witt-Birn’s boys golf team placed 
second in the CWC. Calvin Scheurer 
then represented the team at state.
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Witt-Birn named School of the Year
Chargers turned 
in strong seasons 
throughout year

By MORGAN RODE
Sports Editor

Wittenberg-Birnamwood athletes pose for a photo. Several of the school’s teams enjoyed strong seasons this school year.� TINA BACON
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The girls track and field team 
also placed second in the CWC-
Large. Reese Rogowski and Jalynn 
Horacek won conference titles and 
both ended the year competing at 
state.

On the boys track and field team, 
Simon Schairer was part of two 
conference titles and also made it 
to state.

While it’s the athletes that have 
to perform on the playing surfaces, 
Nier also made sure to recognize 
the men and women leading the 
teams and athletes.

“The great thing about Witten-
berg-Birnamwood is the coaching 
staff,” said Nier. “We have a ton 
of coaching experience. Our staff 
works well together regardless of 
the gender or sport they are coach-
ing.

“Largely, we agree on the need 
for strength, speed and agility, and 
we work together to help create 
multi-sport athletes. When not in 
season, our coaches are often seen 
at other events, whether reffing, 
doing the book and clock or just 
spectating. Basically there is buy-in 
all the way around.”

News ReporterNews Reporter
NEW Media has an opening for a full-time news reporter. 
Reporters cover local government and community events 
throughout Shawano, Menominee and Oconto counties, 

write human interest feature stories and occasionally 
generate enterprise projects for our online and 

print products. Applicants must be passionate 
about both writing and photography, be able to 
connect with readers, and must be a self-starter 

with good organizational skills who thinks 
about digital first. Applicants must be able 

to work some nights and weekends. We offer 
competitive pay rates. Copy editing, shooting 

video and page layout experience is a plus. 
Ability to use Adobe programs like Photoshop 

and InDesign is essential. Experience using 
web content management systems and 

social media helpful. Anyone with experience 
covering agriculture and/or Native American 
tribes will move to the front of the line. NEW 
Media is an equal opportunity employer.

Send a cover letter with 
salary expectations, resume 
and four to six clips/links to 

news@newmedia-wi.com. 
Put “Reporter” in the header.

sports@newmedia-wi.com
The Witt-Birn football team huddles up before a game this past fall. The Chargers enjoyed a strong regular season and made a deep postseason run, and it 
was just the start of the school’s strong year of athletics.� MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

The Witt-Birn volleyball team poses for a photo after winning the Central Wisconsin Conference title again this past fall. The Chargers helped set the tone for 
a strong year of athletics for the school.� TINA BACON
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