
WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM   WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM   Friday, September 25, 2020  Volume 19, Issue 39  $1

OCONTO COUNTY

TIMES HERALD

Two wins & 
working hard
Catch the Green & Gold Express 

Pull out pages 21 - 32!

Friday, September 25, 2020

GREEN GOLDEXPR
ESS

&&

EXCELLING, BUT 
EXCELLING, BUT 

STILL STRIVING 
STILL STRIVING 

FOR MORE
FOR MORE

Packers offense looks to continue 

Packers offense looks to continue 

hot start in road battle with Saints

hot start in road battle with Saints

Special pullout section pages 21-32

Special pullout section pages 21-32

WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM

WWW.NEWMEDIA-WI.COM

PAGE 21
PAGE 21

Green Bay Packers running back Aaron Jones, right, runs for a touchdown during the second half of Sunday’s win over the Detroit Lions in Green Bay. 
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Another hearing has been sched-
uled for Oct. 12 to determine if an 
elderly Lakewood man is competent to 
stand trial for a 1976 double murder at 
a campground in Marinette County.

Raymand L. Vannieuwenhoven, 
83, is charged with two counts of 
first-degree murder in the deaths 
of David Schuldes, 25, and Ellen 
Matheys, 24, who were shot to death 
July 9, 1976, at the McClintock Park 
campground in the Marinette County 

Town of Silver Cliff.
The case went unsolved for decades 

until modern DNA testing matched 
evidence found with Matheys’ body to 
Vannieuwenhoven, investigators said. 
He was arrested in March 2018 at his 
Lakewood property that he and his late 
wife purchased more than 25 years ago.

He is currently being held at 
Mendota Mental Health Institute near 
Madison and appeared via Zoom video 
conferencing technology.

An updated psychological report 
by Anna Garcia, Ph.D., was discussed 
during a brief scheduling conference 
Monday in Marinette County Cir-
cuit Court. Garcia had concluded in 
March that Vannieuwenhoven was not 
competent to stand trial but possessed 

the capability to 
regain compe-
tence.

Defense 
attorney Lee 
Schuchart asked 
that his client 
undergo a second 
examination by 
Dr. Kevin Miller, 
a clinical psychol-
ogist from Green 
Bay. Judge James 

Morrison granted the request and set 
the Oct. 12 date to hearing testimony 
about both doctors’ reports.

The judge also ordered the de-
fendant to appear in person at that 
hearing.

Another competency 
hearing set in 1976 murders
Defense attorney asks 
for a second opinion

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

RAYMAND 
VANNIEUWENHOVEN

Oconto Falls needs school bus 
drivers.

Finding people to get behind the 
wheel of one of the district’s yellow 
buses has been a huge obstacle during 
an already challenging new year of 
social distancing precautions, Super-
intendent Dean Hess told the school 
board Sept. 19.

“We are drastically short of bus 
drivers,” Hess said.

About seven drivers left before 
the start of the new year, he said. 
Some had already been contemplat-
ing retirement as they grew older, and 
concerns about driving during the 
COVID-19 era tipped the scales.

The district is not alone; Hess said 
he’s found other districts are having 
trouble finding and keeping drivers, 
as are local private companies that 
provide transportation for schools.

Information about the positives of 
serving the community as a school bus 
driver – and how to apply for a job – 
have been posted on social media and 
elsewhere, he said.

Athletic director Jerry Moynihan 
said he and other coaches are going 
through the process of obtaining a 
school bus operator’s license.

The bus-driver shortage is one of 
several COVID-19-related topics that 

were discussed at the Sept. 19 meeting:
• Significant professional develop-

ment training has been underway 
as teachers and other staff work on 
making a smooth transition to the new 
schedule, Hess said. Classes are being 
held in person four days a week, with 
Wednesdays devoted to synchronous 
online learning while school buildings 
undergo a deep cleaning. The district 
is also serving about 150 families who 
opted to have their students in syn-
chronous learning full time.

“It’s an understatement to say 
people are going above and beyond,” 
he said, reading part of a letter from a 
parent who was happy that her daugh-
ter “felt like part of the class” using 
the new remote-learning system.

• About 100 middle school students 
have been participating in fall sports 
since the board lifted a suspension on 
those activities Sept. 2, said Jon Dunks, 
middle school athletic director.

“They’re happy to have some sort 
of normalcy in their lives.”

Moynihan said some changes 
generated by the COVID-19 pandemic 
have been positive, including the first 
two high school cross-country meets 
hosted by Oconto Falls in 11 years.

Others are likely to disappoint 
people, including limits on spectators. 
Volleyball games will be limited to 
two family members per athlete who 

must be registered ahead of time.
“There will be no charge to get in, 

but you have to be on our list,” Moyni-
han said. Junior varsity team members 
will not be allowed to stay and watch 
the varsity team play.

Football game attendance will be 
limited to four spectators per athlete, 
and they have to sit together at some 
distance from other groups of four.

Bands, cheerleaders, dance teams 
and large choirs are prohibited. 
Moynihan said the administration is 
planning a cheer/dance showcase at 
ST Paper Stadium on Oct. 1, possibly 
with another school district participat-
ing, and they’re working to find a date 
for an outside band concert as well.

• The number of positive tests 
continues to climb among Oconto 
County residents. Hess said he’d been 
told the average of new cases in the 
county had been about four per day 
at the beginning of August, and the 
average had climbed to nine a day by 
mid-September.

The first two weeks of school 
brought seven cases that required 
quarantine among staff members 
and four among students, Hess said. 
Another 61 students were quarantined 
because they had been in close con-
tact with people with COVID-19, and 
27 were quarantined while awaiting 
test results.

School bus drivers in short supply
In COVID-19 era, Oconto Falls among several districts scrambling for help

By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor
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Proceedings of Sept. 18
After a preliminary hearing, charg-

es were dismissed against Noel P. 
Forgette, 50, Marinette, who had been 
charged with burglary to a building or 
dwelling and misdemeanor resisting 
or obstructing an officer, in connection 
with an incident that occurred Jan. 
3. Judge Michael T. Judge ruled that 
prosecutors failed to provide prob-
able cause to believe that Forgette had 
committed the crimes.

Bond was set at $30,000 cash for 
Taylor N. Nowinski, 18, Abrams, after 
he was charged with two counts of 
bail jumping in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred Sept. 
17. When he committed the alleged 
offenses, Novinski was out on $15,000 
bail from Sept. 1 charges of bail jump-
ing, maintaining a drug trafficking 
place, possession of methamphet-
amine and a misdemeanor count of 
resisting or obstructing an officer. A 
preliminary hearing on those charges, 
and the balance of his initial appear-
ance on the new counts, are scheduled 
for Sept. 28.

Bond was set at $500 cash for James 
Richard Cackovic, 22, Bonduel, after 
he was charged with possession of 
methamphetamine and misdemeanor 
possession of drug paraphernalia, in 
connection with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred Sept. 16. His initial ap-
pearance was adjourned until Oct. 15.

Proceedings of Sept. 17
Holly T. Santa-Ana, 31, Fairfax, 

Virginia, pleaded guilty to a charge of 
first-degree reckless homicide in the 
drug-related death of Christian Matel-
ski in Gillett on Jan. 3, 2016. Judge Mi-
chael T. Judge scheduled sentencing 
for Dec. 18 and ordered a pre-sentence 
investigation.

A bench warrant was issued for 
Casey Joel Benson, 30, Green Bay, 
after he failed to appear on a charge of 
misappropriating identity information 
to obtain money, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Nov. 6.

John E. Timm, 41, Oconto Falls, 
pleaded not guilty to five counts of 
possession of child pornography, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred July 29. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled for Oct. 15.

Joseph Lee Corsten, 22, Luxem-
burg, pleaded not guilty to charges of 
second-degree recklessly endangering 
safety, fleeing an officer in a vehicle 
and misdemeanor counts of criminal 
damage to property and causing injury 
with an ATV/UTV while intoxicated 
and with a prohibited alcohol content, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred May 16. A pretrial 

conference was scheduled for Oct. 15.
Jessica M. Hensel, 30, Suring, plead-

ed not guilty to possession with intent 
to deliver amphetamines and pos-
session with intent to deliver heroin, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred July 23. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled for Oct. 15.

Marsha A. Cassell, 42, Suring, 
pleaded not guilty to possession of 
methamphetamine, misdemeanor bail 
jumping, resisting or obstructing an 
officer, possession of THC and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Aug. 6. Conditions of bail 
include that she have no contact with 
Robert James Schneider. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled for Oct. 9.

Dyllon Drake Edwards, 25, Oconto, 
waived his right and was bound over 
on a charge of bail jumping in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Aug. 23. Arraignment was 
scheduled for Oct. 1.

A Dec. 8 jury trial was scheduled 
for Benjamin W. Buch, 19, Caroline, 
formerly Oconto Falls, who is charged 
with two counts of second-degree 
sexual assault of a child, bail jump-
ing and exposing himself to a child, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Jan. 1, as well as 
operating a motor vehicle without the 
owner’s permission, misdemeanor 
operating a motor vehicle without the 
owner’s consent and with a passenger 
and resisting or obstructing an officer, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred Aug. 5, 2019. A final 
pretrial hearing was scheduled for 
Nov. 16.

A Jan. 28 jury trial was scheduled 
for Trevon Alexander Harper, 20, De 
Pere, who is charged with felony bail 
jumping and misdemeanor charges 
of escape, operating a motor vehicle 
while his license was revoked (fourth 
or subsequent offense) and resisting 
or obstructing an officer, in connec-
tion with an incident that allegedly 
occurred Aug. 23, 2019. A final pretrial 
conference was scheduled for Jan. 19.

A Jan. 28-29 jury trial was sched-
uled for Mark J. Pagenkopf, 50, on 
charges of being felon in possession 
of a firearm and misdemeanor battery 
and disorderly conduct, in connection 
with an incident that allegedly oc-
curred Dec. 13. A final pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled for Jan. 19.

A Feb. 3-5 jury trial was scheduled 
for Richard H. Deinert, 73, Fremont, 
who is charged with aggravated 
battery of an elderly person, misde-
meanor battery and two misdemeanor 
counts of disorderly conduct, in con-
nection with an incident that alleg-
edly occurred Dec. 18. A final pretrial 

O CO N TO  CO U N T Y  C I R C U I T  CO U RT

Oconto County authorities were 
holding an Oconto Falls man in con-
nection with incidents involving the 
impersonation of a firefighter or other 
first responder.

The Oconto County Sheriff’s Office 
said the suspect, 28, had been located 
and taken into custody on Sept. 14.

On the evening of Sept. 11, sheriff’s 
dispatchers received a call that the 
driver of a suspicious vehicle was 
stopping cars and attempting to obtain 
driver information. The suspect had 
a beard and glasses and was wearing 
jeans and a yellow traffic safety vest.

The man is expected make an initial 
appearance in Oconto County Circuit 
Court early this week.

Suspect arrested in fake cop incidents

conference was scheduled for Jan. 26.
A Feb. 16-17 jury trial was sched-

uled for Steven M. Schmitz, 66, Criv-
itz, who is charged with three counts 
of first-degree recklessly endangering 
safety and one count of misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
Feb. 16. A final pretrial conference was 
scheduled for Feb. 8.

A March 2-4 jury trial was sched-
uled for Blaze L. Agen, 57, an inmate 
at Oshkosh Correctional Correctional 
Institution, who is charged with 11 
counts of second-degree sexual as-
sault, in connection with assaults that 
allegedly occurred from 2013 to 2016. 
A final pretrial conference was sched-
uled for Feb. 22.

A March 2-4 jury trial was sched-
uled for Bambi L. Rodke, 62, Green 
Bay, who is charged with forgery 
and fraudulent use of a credit card in 
connection with allegedly running up 
a $23,000 debt in early 2018. A final 
pretrial conference is scheduled for 
Feb. 22.

A jury trial was rescheduled for 
March 16-18 in the case of Jonathan 
D. Evernham, 33, Denmark, who is 
charged with first-degree child sexual 
assault and exposing himself to a child, 
in connection with an incident that 
allegedly occurred March 17, 2018. A 
final pretrial conference was sched-
uled March 9.

A jury trial was rescheduled for 
May 5-6 for David C. Thompson, 51, 
Suring, who faces charges of aggravat-
ed battery and misdemeanor disor-
derly conduct in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred Aug. 
15, 2018. A final pretrial conference 
was scheduled for April 26.

Proceedings of Sept. 16
Richard R. Volm, 59, Pound, was 

placed on three years’ probation after 
a six-year term of prison and extended 
supervision was imposed and stayed 
for possession with intent to de-
liver narcotics, in connection with an 
incident that occurred Nov. 7. Judge 
Michael T. Judge ordered that during 

probation Volm must maintain abso-
lute sobriety, have no contact with vic-
tims without consent of his agent and 
complete any assessment, counseling, 
or treatment deemed necessary by the 
agent. He was given credit for 312 days 
already served in the county jail.

Patrick E. Mocco, 63, Coleman, was 
placed on three years’ probation after 
sentencing was withheld for posses-
sion of methamphetamine precursors, 
in connection with an incident that 
occurred Sept. 6, 2019. Judge Michael 
T. Judge issued a no-contact order and 
ruled that during probation Mocco 
must maintain absolute sobriety, pay 
$4,238 in fines and court costs and 
enter, participate in and complete any 
assessments, evaluations and/or treat-
ment recommendations as directed by 
his probation agent.

Proceedings of Sept. 14
John G. Erdman, 49, Abrams, 

pleaded no contest to misdemeanor 
charges of battery and criminal 
trespass to property, in connection 
with an incident that occurred April 3. 
The battery charge was reduced from 
a felony in a plea agreement. Judge 
Jay N. Conley placed Erdman on 18 
months’ probation after imposing and 
staying a one-year county jail term. 
While on probation, he must maintain 
absolute sobriety and undergo an 
alcohol and other drug assessment and 
anger management counseling, follow-
ing through with all recommendations.

Jennifer M. Ott, 42, Gillett, waived 
her right to a preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty to theft of property 
(special facts), in connection with an 
incident that allegedly occurred Feb. 
13. A pretrial conference was sched-
uled for Oct. 15.

Tracy Ann Christenson, 39, Apple-
ton, waived her right to a preliminary 
hearing and pleaded not guilty to 
charges of possession of methamphet-
amine and misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia, in connection with 
an incident that allegedly occurred 
June 6. A pretrial conference was 
scheduled for Oct. 15.

By NEW MEDIA STAFF
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers offi-
cials report despite seasonal declines, 
Great Lakes water levels remain high 
as fall storms approach.

“The Corps of Engineers urges 
anyone impacted by high water 
levels last fall to prepare for simi-
lar or worse impacts in the coming 
months,” Detroit District Great Lakes 
Hydraulics and Hydrology Office 
Chief John Allis said.

The Corps’ Detroit District is re-

sponsible for monitoring, forecasting, 
collecting and disseminating Great 
Lakes water level information. For the 
most up-to-date Great Lakes water 
level information, visit the district’s 
website at www.lre.usace.army.mil/
Missions/Great-Lakes-Information.

Fall and early winter months 
typically bring some of the strongest 
Great Lakes region storms.

“Even though lake levels are 
declining, this active weather can 

potentially bring tremendous impacts 
to coastlines, including erosion and 
coastal flooding,” Allis said.

Lake Michigan-Huron and Lake St. 
Clair set new monthly mean record 
high water levels in August. Lake 
Michigan-Huron’s previous August 
record was in 1986. Lake St. Clair sur-
passed last year’s record high.

Water levels on lakes Michigan-
Huron, St. Clair, Erie and Ontario 
declined during August and are ex-

pected to continue declining through-
out the fall.

For information about Great 
Lakes high water, emergency man-
agement or the permit process, visit 
the Detroit District website at www.
lre.usace.army.mil/About/Great-
Lakes-High-Water. The site includes 
information about how to protect 
property and investments along the 
coast and related Corps programs and 
authorities.

Water levels start to recede slowly

Part of County Road Y was closed in the town of Little River earlier this year due to high water. FILE | NEW MEDIA
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This has been a relatively strong 
plant disease year, again. High, 
consistent humidity levels in July 
and fairly consistent rainfall events 
in June, July and early August led to 
many fungal diseases having ban-
ner years. As the end of the garden 
season approaches, we can actually 
do some things in fall to make a big 
difference in the severity or likeli-
hood of diseases affecting our plants 
next year.

In general, cleaning up plant 
debris and checking your plants for 
problems should be done in the fall 
for a whole host of reasons — in-
cluding aesthetics, insect manage-
ment, plant disease management and 
compliance with local regulations, 
in a few cases. On the flip side, 
going overboard and getting rid of 
all plant debris can hurt beneficial 
and native insect populations and 
reduce winter hardiness of perenni-
als. Balancing competing interests is 
something that gardeners need to do 
for themselves.

Conserving overwintering habitat 
for native insects is a focus of an ar-
ticle in the September 2020 issue of 
the “Northwoods Journal,” available 
free at the Marinette County Land 
Information Department website. 
The rest of this article will focus on 
garden plant disease management; 
if you want to discuss your manage-
ment practices and how they may 
impact either beneficial or deleteri-
ous insects, fungi or other issues, 
contact Scott Reuss, Marinette 
County agriculture/horticulture 
agent. He can be reached at scott.

reuss@wisc.edu 
or through the 
Marinette office 
of UW-Madison, 
Division of 
Extension, in the 
courthouse, at 
715-732-7510.

In general, it 
is a very good 
idea to clean 
up plant debris 

from plants that were infected with 
plant diseases. Roots are seldom af-
fected, so you can cut plants off just 
above the soil line and let the roots 
decay naturally, adding organic 
matter and positive fungi to the soil. 
We can focus on removing leaves, 
stem, fruit or other visible tissues 
that were infected. The following 
are the most common disease issues 
on which to concentrate on different 
plant types.

In the vegetable garden, the two 
most notable diseases to try to fight 
now are tomato and potato septo-
ria leaf spot and early blight, and 
white mold, most commonly found 
on beans, but can infect many other 
vegetables. Septoria and early blight 
were particularly severe this year in 
most locales. These fungal leaf spots 
affect leaves, stems and occasionally 
fruit of tomato and potato, but also 
eggplant and pepper. Very thorough 
removal of above-ground material 
can help slow the diseases down 
next year, but you will also want 
to rotate garden location of these 
plants; use mulch to minimize soil 
to leaf contact; go vertical with trel-

lises; and watch for disease presence 
and consider strategies if found.

Septoria/early blight can over-
winter on any infected material left 
in the garden. White mold is a little 
bit more particular, as this disease 
forms sclerotia inside of affected 
plant stems/branches. These sclero-
tia look a lot like large mouse drop-
pings and act similar to seeds. When 
conditions are right next year, they 
grow tissue that produces spores 
which start the disease cycle in sus-
ceptible plants. If you found white, 
fuzzy growth on any beans, peppers, 
potatoes or other plants, you will 
want to make sure to get rid of that 
material prior to next year.

Tree fruit diseases to consider 
fighting now are scab of apple/pear/
crabapple; brown rot of stone fruits; 
and leaf spot of cherries. Scab is 
particularly tricky to clean up, in 
that it is a disease that affects both 
fruit and leaves. Thus, you need to 
make sure to remove all leaves from 
the tree production area, as well as 
make sure there are no “mummy 
fruits” left on the tree.

In small fruits, all of them can be 
impacted by leaf spotting diseases, 
so these are worth some work. 
Raspberries need some extra at-
tention, though, as they are heavily 
impacted by a trio of diseases that 
affect the canes. Again, 2020 has 
been a bad year for those diseases. 
Make sure to remove all dead 
canes, as they are often a source 
of disease inoculum. Also examine 
young canes and remove any that 
have dead areas already, or that 

have flaking material or numbers of 
purple spots.

Perennial flower plants also were 
impacted by a number of diseases 
in 2020. Plants which had foliar 
or stem issues should be cut off at 
ground level, or higher if you have 
examined the stems closely and are 
sure that there is no disease pres-
ence on material you are leaving. 
Species to particularly examine 
closely this fall include lilies, iris, 
peonies, salvia and coneflowers. 
One extra for the coneflower family 
is to look for eriophyid mite-affected 
flowers and cut them off. Eriophyid 
mites cause misshapen flowers with 
unusual spiking, incomplete petal 
formation and other symptoms. On 
shade trees, there are less severe 
concerns, but tar spot on maples; 
anthracnose on ash, oak and maple; 
and possible other leaf spots may be 
worth paying some attention to in 
your leaf removal practices.

Whatever plant material you 
have removed, diseased material 
truly needs to have long-distance or 
complete removal. Consider taking 
it to the municipal compost instead 
of your own compost, or manage 
separate compost piles that you use 
on very different types of plants 
and at greater distances. Burning 
of some debris may make sense, or 
burying of smaller amounts.

If in doubt, now is a good time to 
make sure what type of disease or 
insect affected your plants. Contact 
Reuss for help with diagnosing the 
issue and coming up with a manage-
ment plan for next year.

Fall activities to manage plant disease

Livestream coverage of Oconto 
Falls School Board meetings will 
probably resume, after several 
members of the public expressed an 
interest.

The public had access to live video 
of board meetings from late March 
through July, when the board was 
meeting via Zoom video conferencing 
technology because of COVID-19 con-
cerns. The live feed ended when the 
board returned to gathering in person.

The Aug. 17, Sept. 2 and Sept. 14 
meetings were held in the high school 
auditorium with social distancing 
measures in place: The board met on 
stage at desks spaced at least six feet 
apart; every other seat in the audito-
rium was blocked with yellow caution 
tape; and all participants and observ-
ers were required to wear face masks.

Superintendent Dean Hess told 
board members Sept. 14 that he had 
fielded about a half-dozen inquiries 
from district residents asking that the 
video feed be continued.

“When we were doing live stream-

ing, it wasn’t uncommon to have 200-
plus people who were joining in and 
viewing our board meetings,” Hess 
said, comparing that with the dozen 
or so spectators scattered around 
the auditorium, most of whom were 
district personnel.

At one point during the July 29 
meeting, when the board was decid-
ing on a return-to-school plan for 
the fall, the Times Herald noted that 
YouTube listed 246 viewers were 
watching the live feed.

“I would say the positive side to 
that is we are constantly trying to 
reach out and communicate,” Hess 
said. “It’s very evident (that with live 
coverage) there’s a lot more people 

walking away knowledgeable as to the 
various things that you as a board are 
discussing and taking action on.”

The board did agree that the public 
comment portion of the meetings 
should be done face to face. About 75 
minutes of that July 29 meeting was 
devoted to reading letters that had 
been submitted by community mem-
bers, students and staff.

Hess said he will work with staff to 
set up a video feed for future meet-
ings. The board usually meets at 6:30 
p.m. on the second Tuesday of the 
month, with occasional special meet-
ings.

Oconto Falls School Board to return to video
Some meetings attracted 200-plus viewers

By WARREN BLUHM

News Editor

wbluhm@newmedia-wi.com

SCOTT REUSS
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Neil ‘Jim’ Herning

On Sept. 14, 2020, after a very 
courageous battle with Multiple 
Myeloma, Neil “Jim” E. Herning, 75, 
of Suring, passed away surrounded by 
his family. He was born April 12, 1945, 
to the late Edward and Eva (Slimmer) 
Herning. Shortly after birth, his sister 
Ora Lee decided that he didn’t look 
like a “Neil” and quickly declared his 
name to be “Jim” and the name stuck 
for the rest of his life. Jim gradu-
ated from Suring High 
School with the Class 
of 1963 and shortly after 
enlisted in the United 
States Air Force and 
proudly served his 
country from 1963 to 
1967. He spent time in 
the Philippines while serving and 
would often talk about the experi-
ences he had there. The story about 
the huge snake that took a dozen men 
to lift and carry away from the bar-
racks was a favorite of his. When he 
was honorably discharged, he came 
home and met a beautiful young lady 
and on March 1, 1969, he married the 
love of his life, Sandra McMahon. 
Making a good life for her and their 
son was always a top priority for Jim, 

and for 41 years 
he worked for the 
Oconto County 
Highway Depart-
ment, retiring on 
Feb. 19, 2009. Jim 
enjoyed spend-
ing time outdoors 
with his family, 
and he and Sandy 

taught Scott to also enjoy camping, 
hunting, fishing and trail riding. They 
spent many summers traveling to 
campgrounds and seeing the country. 
He loved living close to all the trails 
that were available to him and the 
family so much that many weekends 
he could be found giving trail rides 
to all of the kids, both big and small. 
Jim thought it was important that all 
of his grandsons were taught proper 
gun safety and respect, so when they 
were old enough to go deer hunting 
they always sat with Grandpa their 
first couple years and learned many 
invaluable life lessons. Jim led by 
quiet example. His son and grand-
sons learned how to be good men 
by watching how he treated others, 
especially Sandy. He was always ea-
ger to help when needed and usually 

without having to be asked. Jim had 
many stories and was never too busy 
to spend time laughing with friends 
and family. He enjoyed looking into 
his family’s genealogy and was able to 
go back many generations of his fam-
ily tree. He also enjoyed working on 
guns in his free time and was a gun-
smith for many years. People brought 
their guns to him to be repaired, and 
they were always happy with what he 
was able to do for them.

There are many things that could 
be said about Jim, but the most 
important is that he loved his life, his 
wife and his family, and he cher-
ished the time that he had with all of 
them. He was a gentle giant of a man 
who looked intimidating but was 
wonderfully kind to those he loved. 
He had huge hands that were soft 
and gentle when he held his loved 
ones, especially his grandchildren 
and his great-grandson. He will be 
greatly missed by his loving wife of 
51 years, Sandra of Suring; son, Scott 
(Sue) Herning of Suring; sister, Ora 
Lee (John) Reindl of Suring; three 
grandsons, Cole (Danielle) Herning, 
Tyler Herning and Jerid Herning and 
great-grandson, Asher Herning. He is 

further survived by nieces, nephews, 
other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents and a nephew, Dean Schulz.

A memorial service will be held 
at Gruetzmacher Funeral Home at 
a later date. The service will be an-
nounced when the dates are available. 

Gruetzmacher Funeral Home is 
assisting the family with arrange-
ments. Online condolences can be 
expressed at www.gruetzmacherfu-
neralhome.com.

Special thanks to the staffs of 
St. Vincent Hospital, the Oncology 
Department at St. Clare Hospital and 
Unity Hospice for the care and com-
passion offered to Jim and his family 
during their time of need.

In lieu of flowers, a memorial fund 
has been established.

OBITUARIES

James Magnin

James “Jim” Magnin, 85, Oconto 
Falls, died Friday evening, Sept. 11, 
2020, at St. Clare Memorial Hospital. 
He was born June 12, 1935, in Oconto 
Falls, the oldest child of Elmer and 
Ruth “Tommy” (Kilmer) Magnin. Jim 
grew up on the family farm in the 
Town of Stiles where he learned to 
work hard, have fun and the meaning 
of family. He attended Oconto Falls 
Public Schools, graduating from high 
school with the Class of 1953. Fol-
lowing graduation, Jim served in the 
National Guard for four years.

On Nov. 13, 1954, he married 
Dolores Delano in Oconto Falls, and 
they had eight children together. Jim 
started as a self-employed semi-truck 
milk hauler before driving cross-
country for Frigo Cheese until 1969. 
He then went to work for Drews 
Trucking in Oconto Falls until 1976 

when he started 
driving for Kl-
emm Tank Lines 
for over 30 years. 
Following retire-
ment, he returned 
to driving for Kl-
emm as he didn’t 
like to sit still. 
Along with other 

community members and his wife, 
Jim helped organize the Oconto Falls 
Youth Wrestling and Panther Backer 
Clubs as well as volunteered for the 
local snowmobile races for many 
years. He was a lifelong member of 
the Oconto Falls United Methodist 
Church. “Big Jim,” as he was known 
by those close to him, will be fondly 
remembered for his dedicated driv-
ing skills for safety all while be-
ing easy on the equipment during 

the millions of miles he drove. His 
outgoing personality as well as the 
love and pride he had for his large 
family and many friends will long be 
remembered.

Survivors are his seven children, 
Cheryl “Maggie” Primeau, Beaver 
Dam; Ronald (Cindy) Magnin, Lena; 
Terry (Lisa) Magnin, David “Bear” 
(Lori) Magnin, all of Oconto Falls; 
Laurie “Peanut” (Tom) Graef, Lena; 
twins Jerry (Shelly) Magnin, De 
Pere; Jimmy (Lisa) Magnin, Luxem-
burg; one daughter-in-law, Theresa 
Magnin, Green Bay; 16 grandchildren, 
11 great-grandchildren; one brother, 
Jack (Marilyn) Magnin, Stiles; one 
sister, Carol Kersten, De Pere; his 
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, 
Pat Magnin, Oconto Falls; Steve 
(Lin) Delano, Mesquite, Nevada; Lois 
Dugre and Marilyn Nunnally, both of 

Florida; many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his 

parents, his wife Dolores in 2013, son 
Robert “Otis” Magnin, two brothers 
Tom and Mike Magnin, one grand-
son, Steven Thomas Graef, and three 
brothers-in-law, Duane Dugre, Albert 
Nunnally and John Kersten.

Due to COVID concerns, visita-
tion for close family and friends will 
be held 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. Friday, 
Sept.18, 2020, at Jones Funeral Ser-
vice in Oconto Falls. Following the 
visitation, graveside services for the 
public will be held 1:30 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 18, 2020, at Woodlawn Cem-
etery, 828 S. Main St. Oconto Falls. 
Please feel free to bring your own 
chair. Casual dress is encouraged. A 
reception to celebrate Jim’s life will 
immediately follow at a separate 
location.

Collared deer legal to harvest during fall deer seasons
During the 2020 hunting sea-

son, hunters may spot deer that are 
equipped with radio collars. Collared 
deer are part of a mortality study 
by the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources, and they are legal 
to hunt with a standard Wisconsin 

hunting license and harvest authori-
zation.

The DNR Office of Applied 
Science is conducting a long-term 
mortality study called the Southwest 
Wisconsin Chronic Wasting Disease, 
Deer and Predator Study. Research-

ers are investigating factors like 
CWD, predation and hunter harvest, 
and what degree these affect survi-
vorship in deer. The project crew has 
put GPS collars on almost 850 deer 
across the southwest region of the 
state.

Deer that are collared as part of 
the Southwest Wisconsin CWD, 
Deer and Predator Study are legal 
to harvest. Standard licensing and 
harvest regulations apply to collared 
deer, just as they do to uncollared 
deer. 
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Two Oconto Falls natives have 
established an online auction 
marketplace aimed specifically at 
residents in and around their home-
town.

WiscoBid.com allows customers 
to bid for items online but pick them 
up locally in Oconto Falls.

“It’s all the fun of eBay, with no 
shipping fee and high-interest items 
picked specially for local Wiscon-
sin residents,” said Kyle Piper, who 
established WiscoBid.com with 
Nolan O’Connell. “Registering to bid 
is free, and every item on WiscoBid.
com starts the bidding at just $1 with 
no reserves.”

O’Connell has previous business 
experience running the online bid-
ding for a large auction company in 
Green Bay. Piper is the grandson of 
longtime Oconto Falls residents, the 
late Audrey and Earl Piper.

“My grandma was pretty much 
the queen of auctions and rum-
mage sales in Oconto Falls for many 

years,” Piper said. “My interest in 
buying and selling totally comes 
from her.”

Online auctions are one of the 
fastest growing industries today, 
especially in the wake of COVID-19 
concerns, Piper said.

“We were going to wait until the 
virus situation was gone [to launch 
WiscoBid.com], but with people not 
traveling as much, they are look-
ing for new and interesting ways to 
shop from home,” he said.

The first items are up for auction 
now on the easy-to-navigate web-
site. Each auction will have a pickup 
day assigned at the start of the auc-
tion. The pickup location is on Main 
Street in Oconto Falls.

O’Connell said the partners plan 
to offer items in a wide variety of 
categories.

“Each auction is unique. We 
try to have a large variety of items 
on each auction so there will be 
something for everyone,” O’Connell 
said. “We also plan to add in some 
smaller item auctions, such as sports 
collectibles and even Pokémon.”

WiscoBid.com also plans to take 
in consignment items. For informa-
tion, contact WiscoBid.com through 
their website.

Online auction marketplace caters to local residents
Pickup site is  

in Oconto Falls
By NEW MEDIA STAFF

Nolan O’Connell and Kyle Piper of Oconto Falls have established WiscoBid.com, an online auction mar-
ketplace designed for local residents. CONTRIBUTED

Patrons browse through the pumpkins at Berryland along U.S. Highway 41-141 in Abrams. Buy from the selection or pick your own from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays during the season.
WARREN BLUHM | NEW MEDIA

Halloween pumpkins are ready
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As high school teams approached 
the highly unusual fall season, every 
team needed players to step up as 
leaders and be positive examples for 
the rest of their team. Senior Jayden 
Arndt is trying to be one of those 
individuals for the Oconto Falls vol-
leyball team.

While the senior hopes to be 
among the team leaders in several 
statistical categories, she knows her 
leadership on and off the court is just 
as important to the team’s success 
and experiences this fall.

Arndt serves as a middle hitter 
for the Panthers.

Q: When did your interest in 
volleyball begin?

A: My interest in volleyball start-
ed in sixth grade. My grandparents 
(Kathy and Richard Stein) would 
take me to the varsity games at the 
high school, and I really looked up to 
those older girls.

Q: What is your favorite part 
about the volleyball season?

A: My favorite part is being able 
to make so many memories with my 
friends during practice, bus rides 
and game days. I love hanging out 
with them and they make every day 
so much more fun.

Q: What kind of individual 
goals have you set for yourself 
this fall to help your team out?

A: I want to lead the team in 
blocks and be one of the top hitters 
on the team.

Q: What are some of your 
team’s keys to success this sea-
son?

A: This season we are really 

focusing on communicating better 
and picking each other up as much 
as possible.

Q: As a senior, how will you 
balance being a leader for your 
team and trying to enjoy your 

final season?
A: I try to focus on recognizing 

when it’s time to have fun and when 
it’s time to be more serious. My team 
makes being a leader very easy and 
fun, which I am very appreciative of.

Q: Talk about your preparation 
for the season.

A: The team played tournaments 
down in Appleton and played every 
week in Green Bay over the summer, 
as well as workouts and open gyms.

Q: What’s your favorite mem-
ory of competing on the Oconto 
Falls volleyball team?

A: My favorite memory is when 
the bench and everyone are really 
into the game and everyone gets 
super excited when we get a kill or 
a block or a dig. It just makes every 
game so much more fun and inter-
esting.

Q: Favorite TV show, movie 
and musical artist?

A: TV show — “Friends.” Movie 
— “The Breakfast Club.” Musical art-
ist — Post Malone.

Q: Name one thing about your-
self that not many people know.

A: I broke both of my wrists in 
gym classes.

Q: What’s the greatest piece of 
advice you have ever been told?

A: Anything worth getting re-
quires hard work.

Q: What are some things you 
hope to accomplish after graduat-
ing high school?

A: I want to move onto a four-
year university and study to become 
a nurse practitioner.

AT H L E T E  P R O F I L E :  JAY D E N  A R N DT

Oconto Falls senior serving as 
leader on and off volleyball court

Oconto Falls’ Jayden Arndt tips the ball over the net during a North Eastern Conference match against 
Marinette on Sept. 17 in Oconto Falls. MORGAN RODE | NEW MEDIA

AT A GLANCE
ATHLETE: Jayden Arndt
SPORT: Volleyball
POSITIONS: Middle hitter
SCHOOL: Oconto Falls High School
YEAR: Senior

S P O RT S
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Oconto Falls High School senior 
Kaylee Sadowski led the girls golf 
team in a pair of North Eastern 
Conference meets at River Island 
Golf Course in Oconto Falls last 
week.

Sadowski posted a nine-hole 
round of 45 during a meet Sept. 
17. That day, Oconto Falls finished 
with a team score of 215, behind 
Wrightstown (189) and Marinette 
(208).

Carli Fischer and Kate Pytleski 
each shot rounds of 56 for the Pan-
thers, while Morgan Blazek carded 
a 58. Kearra Champeau was Oconto 
Falls’ other golfer, tallying a 65.

Oconto Falls earned a team score 
of 222 to top Denmark (228) and 
Denmark (235) in a Sept. 14 meet.

Sadowski posted a nine-hole 
round of 50, which placed her first 
as an individual.

“I am beyond happy with our 
team; we are exceeding our goals, 
along with myself,” said Sadowski. 
“This summer has really paid off 
because I was on a course as much 
as possible — along with practicing 
every day — has helped a substan-
tial amount to exceeding my goals 
in meets.”

Pytleski and Blazek each fired 
rounds of 56 for Oconto Falls. 
Champeau (60) and Fischer (66) 
filled out the five-golfer team.

H I G H  S C H O O L  G O L F

Sadowski leads Oconto  
Falls in pair of NEC meets

By NEW MEDIA STAFF

The Oconto Falls High School 
volleyball team has several expe-
rienced players on its roster this 
fall, and the team is hoping that 
will help lead it to a successful fall 
season.

The Panthers finished 24-18 a 
season ago, but finished just 3-6 
in the North Eastern Conference. 
Oconto Falls, which is coached by 
Rochell Otto, lost both of its all-
conference players from that team, 
but it still has plenty of returning 
talent.

Seniors Jayden Arndt (middle 
hitter), Amelia Rice (outside hitter) 
and Abby Remic (back row special-
ist) all started last year and will do 
so again this fall while also serving 
as leaders for the rest of the team.

Juniors Emmie Magnin (middle 
hitter), Karlie Kowalczyk (back row 
specialist) and Hailey Peitersen 
(setter) also return with starting 
experience on their side. Senior 
Kaitlyn St. Louis (outside hitter) 
also has varsity experience and will 
figure into the team’s lineup.

Among the players that will also 
try and secure roles for the team 
are juniors Paige Applebee (outside 

hitter), juniors Abby Holtger Shal-
low and Grace Oninski (right side) 
and sophomore Quinn Eisch (back 
row specialist).

Oconto Falls hosted Marinette 
two times during the first week of 
the regular season, winning both 
matchups convincingly.

In the Sept. 17 match that 
counted toward the NEC standings, 
the Panthers won by scores of 25-11, 
25-9, 25-9.

Arndt finished with a team-lead-
ing 13 attack kills, while Rice had 
eight and Peitersen six. Peitersen 
also recorded 28 assists. Kowalczyk 
and Rice led the team with six digs 
each.

Oconto Falls rolled to a 25-4, 
25-13, 25-7 sweep of Marinette on 
Saturday, a match that was consid-
ered nonconference.

Arndt finished with nine attack 
kills, while Magnin added five. 
Peitersen contributed four aces, 20 
assists and six digs, with Kowalczyk 
leading the team with nine digs. 
Eisch also finished with six digs.

H I G H  S C H O O L  VO L L E Y B A L L

Oconto Falls hoping  
experience leads to success

By MORGAN RODE

Sports Editor
ONLINE

For more fall sports previews, high school 
highlights and the recreation scoreboard, visit www.
newmedia-wi.com.
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This is the Friday-only COVID-19 Journal version of  
NEW Media’s Shawano Leader, Wittenberg Enterprise & 

Birnamwood News and Oconto County Times Herald.  
Find us online at www.newmedia-wi.com
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Hundreds flock to 
Oconto Fly-In 2020

The Oconto Elks Club hosts the  
annual gathering Sept. 19 at J. Douglas 

Bake Memorial Airport
PHOTOS BY WARREN BLUHM • NEWS EDITOR

ABOVE LEFT: A military plane soars over the Oconto Fly-In grounds.  ABOVE:  Although most visitors to the Oconto airport came by ground vehicle, the whole point of a fly-in is for pilots to fly in.

A wide variety of food, goods and memorabilia, aviation-related and otherwise, was available in the 
small tent city.

A ground crew of volunteers pushes a plane into position on the tarmac outside Oconto Aviation.


