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ENTERPRISE
WITTENBERG

& BIRNAMWOOD NEWS When the Webb Street Gang roamed the streets
It was an age of innocence — a 

lifetime ago. We called ourselves the 
Webb Street Gang. There was no mali-
cious purpose, just a bunch of neigh-
borhood kids playing after school, on 
weekends and all summer long.

It was a time when that’s what kids 
would do — just hang out. Sometimes 
we played badminton, sometimes 
baseball and sometimes we just let our 
imaginations take us to scenarios of 
running businesses off the sidewalks 
using non-existent lines to define the 
boundaries.

What mattered was having the time 
to play, forging friendships and settling 
disputes. We learned the fine art of 
compromise and negotiation, knowing 
we had to come up with solutions that 
were fair and tolerable for everyone. 
It could be a very long summer if you 
“won” the disagreement but lost the 
friendship.

Looking back on those days, I real-
ize how lucky I was to grow up on this 
street. At that time, it represented sta-
bility in the fact that very few families 
moved in or out of the neighborhood. 
When your surroundings don’t change 
much it can add a sense of continuity 
that, I think, many kids don’t get now.

The parents on our street pretty 
much stayed in the jobs they had until 
the day they retired. I was fortunate 
that my parents enjoyed their work, 
and I’m making a big assumption that 

the neighborhood 
parents enjoyed 
theirs as well. 
It’s not some-
thing that I ever 
contemplated in 
my youth. At the 
very least, they 
found no reason 
to move on.

I can’t even 
remember how 

many jobs I’ve had over the years. 
Some were good and I wanted to 
stay, but the constant flux of business 
life would not allow that. Some were 
awful and I couldn’t wait to leave, but 
the opportunity to move on wasn’t 
always available when I was itching 
to go. If anything, the stability of my 
childhood years and home life left me 
ill-prepared for the world I face as an 
adult. I’m not complaining; I’m truly 
grateful for that idyllic childhood and 
the memories I made with the Webb 
Street Gang, and I’m no worse off for 
the varied employment experiences.

As the gang grew up, we all moved 
away to seek our adventures in dif-
ferent areas of the world. I’m the only 
one who moved away and returned 
to my childhood home. For me, it was 
the right thing to do. I’ve had plenty 
of adventures, and it was important 
to move back to a place that has held 
so many happy memories for me and 

to spend time with my parents easing 
their transition from this world to the 
next.

Fifty years ago, our neighborhood 
changed as a family with four kids 
moved in and became part of our unof-
ficial gang. We loved them from the 
start and made a pile of memories.

As adults, they moved on to differ-
ent states but came back to celebrate 
the life of their mother who passed last 
week. Many of our original gang were 
able to attend the service. Memories 
are the ties that bind our hearts to-
gether with love and friendship. It was 
good to see the “kids” again and fun to 
reunite with other kids from our gang. 
Stories were told — some embellished, 
some not so clear, but there is some-
thing about reliving your childhood 
that is good for the soul.

Of all the neighborhood moms 
and dads, there is now only one mom 
still living, and I’m grateful for every 
chance I get to visit with her.

The neighborhood has completely 
transformed, and the houses on our 
street are once again filled with chil-
dren. I can only hope that their Webb 
Street Gang will give them as many 
fond memories as mine did.

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg 
Enterprise & Birnamwood News. Readers can contact 

her at mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

MIRIAM NELSON

On Jan. 27, the Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood quiz bowl teams hosted Bon-
duel. The B Team defeated Bonduel, 
83-36. Playing for the B Team for Witt-
Birn were Andy Egging, Josh Valen-
zuela, Pierson Potrykus (captain) and 
Alison Olson. Other B Team members 
are Savanna Bessert, Taylor Bergner, 
Jalynn Horacek and Jan-Daniel Moulai.

The B Team question of the week 
that Alison Olson answered correctly 
was, “The Greeks taxed sown crops 
at 33% and orchards and vineyards at 
50%. That resulted in an uprising led 
by the Maccabees. This Jewish revolt 
and the temple rededication is memo-
rialized in what eight-day holiday?” 
The answer is Hanukkah.

In the A Team match, Witt-Birn 
lost to Bonduel, 45-155. Playing for 
Witt-Birn’s A Team were Logan Bal-
liett (captain), Wyatt Dickman, Jessica 
Storlie and Tyler Tautges. Other A 

Team members are Brian Nelson, Sam 
Fraaza, Braden Helgeson and Justin 
Keeney.

The A Team question of the week 
that Logan Balliett answered correctly 
was, “What New York City borough 
is across the Harlem River from the 
Bronx?” The answer is Manhattan.

On Feb. 12, the Wittenberg-Birnam-
wood quiz bowl teams hosted Tiger-
ton. The B Team defeated Tigerton, 
116-0. Playing for the B Team for 
Witt-Birn were Andy Egging (captain), 
Jalynn Horacek, Taylor Bergner and 
Josh Valenzuela. Other B Team mem-
bers are Pierson Potrykus, Savanna 
Bessert, Alison Olson and Jan-Daniel 
Moulai. The B Team is now 5-0, which 
includes a win over Marion last week.

The B Team question of the week 
that Taylor Bergner answered cor-
rectly was, “All matter at temperatures 
above absolute zero emits electromag-

netic energy. The process of continu-
ous energy emission is called what?” 
The answer is radiation.

In the A Team match, Witt-Birn 
also defeated Tigerton, 141-57. Play-
ing for Witt-Birn’s A Team were 
Logan Balliett (captain), Brian Nelson, 
Braden Helgeson and Tyler Tautges. 
Other A Team members are Jessica 
Storlie, Wyatt Dickman, Sam Fraaza 
and Justin Keeney. The A Team is 
now 3-2 with a win over Marion last 
week.

The A Team question of the week 
that Braden Helgeson answered cor-
rectly was, “What country has been 
sparring for years with Ecuador about 
their Amazon Valley border?” The 
answer is Peru.

The adviser for both teams is social 
studies teacher Kevin Wick. On Feb. 
19, Witt-Birn was scheduled to host 
Shiocton.

Witt-Birn quiz bowl team is having a busy season



WITTENBERG — The Witten-
berg-Birnamwood School District 
approved six projects totaling 
$339,624 at the Feb. 24 board meet-
ing.

The money for these projects is 
coming from two separate funds.

Three projects that were budget-
ed for in the annual school budget 
total $112,246 and can be started 
at any time. The three projects 
totaling $227,378 are being funded 
through Fund 46 and cannot start 
until after July 1, which is the first 
date money can be drawn from that 
account.

Five years ago, the state of 
Wisconsin passed a law allowing 
school districts to establish a fund 
where any remaining revenue after 
each fiscal year can be deposited 
in a separate fund which can only 
be allocated toward capital project 
expenses. Another stipulation was 
that the fund could not be accessed 
for five years.

This is the first time that WBSD 
will be allowed to withdraw from 
that account which, according to 
Superintendent Garrett Rogowski, 
has about $2.5 million.

Now that the five-year hold has 
been met, WBSD will be able to 
add to and withdraw from Fund 46 
as needed. To access the money, a 
plan needs to be turned in to the 
Department of Public Instruction 
indicating how the funds will be 
used. It is audited and reported 
every year.

The interiors doors in the high 
school will be replaced at a cost of 
$80,982 from Fund 46. Rogowski 
noted that many of the doors are 
not similar or standard sizes. The 
door frames are in good shape and 

will be able to be reused for the 
project said Dan Johnson, mainte-
nance supervisor.

Also, at the high school will be a 
resurfacing of the track for $66,546 
— which is less than what the board 
expected because the contractor 
has a similar project in the area 
and was able to offer a better price. 
Rogowski noted that it is important 
to do this project this summer to 
protect the integrity of the track 
and is a good use of the Fund 46 
money.

The blacktop paving project at 
Wittenberg Elementary and Middle 
School will use Fund 46 and will 
cost $79,850. The plan is to extend 
the parking lot on the west side 
of the school from the road to the 
fence line of the playground. This 
will allow for more angled parking 
spots. There is currently only room 
for parallel parking in that area. 
A new parking area will extend 
from the storage garage to the 
playground, which will offer addi-
tional parking spaces. The existing 
parking lot on the north end of the 
school and in front of the storage 
garage will be resurfaced.

The board approved three proj-
ects that were part of the annual 
school budget totaling $112,246.

The music departments at all 
three schools will be getting new 
pianos. Rogowski said the estimates 
for the pianos are about $6,000 per 
piano.

The rest of the allotted $39,200 
will be used to purchase replace-
ment instruments for student use. 
Rogowski noted that even though 
a number of students own their 
instruments, a number of students 
use the ones the schools provide, 
which is especially helpful with the 
younger students who may want to 
try out several instruments.

Driveway lights at the high 

school will be purchased and in-
stalled for $18,666. Krueger Electric, 
the company that handles the light-
ing needs for the district, submit-
ted the lowest bid, which includes 
posts with the attachments to hang 
banners or planter baskets. The 
four posts will be on the east side 
of the road and will draw power 
from the concession stand at the 
ball field. They will add additional 
lighting for the flag pole in between 
the ball diamonds.

The Birnamwood playground 
equipment will include installation 
and will feature a play structure 
and a spinner for $54,880. It will be 
added on the side of the new addi-
tion and will serve the 4K through 
second grade students.

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com
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WBSD votes to spend money on capital projects
Budgeted money and Fund 46 will be used

By MIRIAM NELSON

Wittenberg Elementary and Middle School will 
be getting additional parking spaces. The Wit-
tenberg-Birnamwood School Board approved a 
blacktop paving project, which includes creating 
new areas near the fence and resurfacing the ex-
isting parking lots along School Street. 
 

CAPITAL PROJECTS APPROVED AT WBSD FEB. 24 BOARD MEETING:

2019-2020 budget projects

Birnamwood  
playground equipment

$54,880

Driveway lights  
at high school 

$18,166

Musical instrument 
replacement 

$39,200

Fund 46

Resurface high  
school track 

$66,546

Blacktop paving  
at Wittenberg 

$79,850

Interior doors  
at high school

 $80,982
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Legals
WNAXLP

#1331
February 19, 26 & March 4, 2020

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 2020-PR-11

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
MINNIE MARIE RICKERT
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
1.An application for informal administration was filed.
2.The decedent, with date of birth February 5, 1926 and date
of death December 11, 2019, was domiciled in Shawano
County, State of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of
W13965 School House Rd, Bowler, Wisconsin 54416.
3. All interested parties waived notice.
4.The deadline for filing a claim against the decedent’s
estate is May 27, 2020.
5.A claim may be filed at the Shawano County Courthouse,
Shawano, Wisconsin, Room Probate Office.
Attorney Patrick G. Seubert
Seubert Law, LLC
618 South Green Bay Road
Neenah, WI 54956
920-725-3096
Bar No. 1005711
WNAXLP

#1342
February 26, & March 4, 11, 2020

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
PUBLICATION SUMMONS

Case No. 19CV218
Case Code: 30301

AMERICAN FAMILY MUTUAL INSURANCECO., S.I.
6000 AMERICAN PKWY
MADISON, WI 53783
Plaintiff,
Vs.
KYLE J. WILBER
1003 S. WASHINGTON ST
SHAWANO, WI 54166
Defendant.
THE STAE OF WISCONSIN, To each person named above
as a Defendant:
You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff named above has
filed a lawsuit or other legal action against you. The
complaint, which is also served on you, states the nature and
basis of the legal action.
Within forty (40) days after February 26th, 2020, you must
respond with a written answer as that term is used in chapter
802 of the Wisconsin statutes, to the complaint. The court
may reject or disregard an Answer that does not follow the
requirement of the statutes. The answer must be sent or
delivered to the court, whose address is 311 N. Main St.,
Shawano, WI 54166, and to the offices of Heuer Law Offices,
S.C., Plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 9312 W. National
Ave., West Allis, WI 53227. You may have an attorney help
or represent you.
If you do not provide a proper answer within forty (40) days,
the court may grant judgment against you for the award of
money or other legal action requested in the complain, and
you may lose the right to object to anything that is or may be
incorrect in the complaint. A judgment may be enforced as
provided by law. A judgment awarding money may become a
lien against any real estate you own now or in the future and
my also be enforced by garnishment or seizure of property.
Dated this 18th day of February, 2020
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Heuer Law Offices, S.C.
Daniel C. Nedset (State Bar No. 1703959)
9312 W. National Ave.
West Allis, WI 53227
Phone: (414) 224-3500
WNAXLP

#1361
March 4, 2020

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
Publication Notice
Domestic Abuse

Injunction Hearing
Case No. 2020CV000033

Petitioner: Leticia Maldonado Cruz
vs
Respondent: Aaron W. Weso
A domestic abuse temporary restraining order was applied
for on February 17, 2020 against Aaron W. Weso. A hearing
on the petition to grant a domestic abuse injunction will be
held on March 11, 2020 at 8:15 a.m. at the Shawano County
Courthouse, Shawano, Wisconsin in Branch 2, before Hon.
William F. Kussel, Jr., Court Official.
TO THE RESPONDENT:
If you fail to appear at the hearing, the relief requested will
be granted.

WNAXLP

Legals
WNAXLP

#1344
February 29 & March 04, 2020

Agenda
Board of Adjustment - Public Hearing Notice Meeting

Thursday, March 12, 2020 @ 9:00 AM
Shawano County Courthouse, Rooms A & B

311 N Main St., Shawano, WI 
Members: Alan Beyer, Wayne Evraets, 

Robert Korth, John Stezenski, Gary Thomack
First Alternate: Bill Bowers, Thomas Tauferner

V-6-20: Michael Siolka request variance for the purpose of
constructing a 40’ x 50’ structure for a boat repair or
maintenance service to be 6 feet from the west lot line where
10 feet is required and 6 feet from the rear (south) lot line
where 25 feet is required pursuant to the Shawano County
Zoning Ordinance No. 7-14 Section X.4.03 and Table
X.4.03B. Property is located and described as Lot 1 Volume
4 Certified Survey Map Page 41 Map #1053 located in
Government Lot 1, Section 26, T27N-R16E. Tax parcel #044-
39110-0380. Town of Washington. Property address: N5591
Sandy Drive.
V-7-20: Dewayne L Langlois request variance for the
purpose of constructing a 30’ x 40’ addition to existing single
family dwelling to be 7 feet from the rear (west) lot line where
25 feet is required and to be 10 feet from the north side lot
line where 15 feet is required pursuant to the Shawano
County Zoning Ordinance No. 7-14 Section 3, Table X.3.03A.
Property is located and described as Lot 3 of Certified
Survey Volume 4 Page 41 Map #1053 being part of
Government Lot 1, Section 26, T27N-R16E. Tax parcel #044-
39110-0370. Town of Washington. Property address: N5583
Sandy Drive.
V-8-20: Greg Seymour, agent for Anthony L Zielinski Jr.,
owner, request variance for the following: 1) reconstruction of
existing retaining wall to be 45 feet from the ordinary high
water mark of (OHWM) of the Wolf River where 75 feet is
required; 2) proposed 21’ x 36’ single family dwelling addition
to be 59 feet from the OHWM of the Wolf River where 75 feet
is required; and 3) proposed 15’ patio addition to be 56 feet
from the OHWM of the Wolf River where 75 feet is required
pursuant to the Shawano County Shoreland Zoning
Ordinance No. 6-16, Section 6.2. Property is located and
described as Lot 6 of Certified Survey Map #1895, Volume 7
Page 48, located in Section 25, T27N R15E. Tax parcel
#040-50050-0050. Town of Richmond. Property address:
W7652 Riverview Drive.
Any interested person may address the Board of
Adjustment by letter or appear in person or by agent and
be heard at the public hearing. Written correspondence
must bear a legible signature or the author.
The Board of Adjustment will be meeting after the public
hearing to deliberate and take possible action on the
following items:
1. Public hearing decisions
1.1 Discuss and take possible action on V-6-20.
1.2 Discuss and take possible action on V-7-20.
1.3 Discuss and take possible action on V-8-20.
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting.
Approval of February 13, 2020 public hearing and meeting
minutes.
3. Board member comments or new business to be
considered at a future meeting.
4. Correspondence.
5. Set next public hearing date.
6. Adjournment.
Accommodations due to disability can be made by
calling: 715-526-6766
Meeting notice emailed/posted: Shawano County
Courthouse, Department of Human Services, Shawano
County Library, Shawano Leader, WTCH Radio, Shawano
County Civic website @ coshawanowi.civicweb.net
WNAXLP

#1345
February 26, March 4 & 11, 2020

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
Notice to Creditors

(Informal Administration)
Case No. 20PR12

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
BRIAN K. SEEFELDT
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1.An application for informal administration was filed.
2.The decedent, with date of birth 12/15/1956 and date of
death 01/04/2020, was domiciled in Shawano County, State
of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of W19058 Ash Lane,
Wittenberg, WI 54499.
3.All interested persons waived notice.
4.The deadline for filing a claim against the decedent’s
estate is June 8, 2020.
5.A claim may be filed at the Shawano County Courthouse,
Shawano, Wisconsin, Room Probate Office.
Hougam Law Firm, LLC
305 S. 18th Avenue, Suite 200
Wausau, WI 54401
715-843-5001
Bar No. WI 1034740

WNAXLP

Legals
WNAXLP

#1352
March 04, 11, 18, 2020
STATE OF WISCONIN

CURCUIT COURT
SHAWANO COUNTY

Foreclosure of Mortgage: 30404
File No. 2020CV0012

WI200001
Honorable William F. Kussel Jr.
Citizens Bank NA f/k/a RBS Citizens NA
10561 Telegraph Rd.
Glen Allen, VA 23059
Plaintiff,
Vs.
Angela A. Retzlaff-Steinbach
Steven A. Steinbach, Jr.,
N5633 Riverside Dr.
Shawano, WI 54166
Defendants.
TO THE PERSON(S) NAMED ABOVE AS DEFENDANT(S):
You are being sued by the person(s) named above as
plaintiff(s).
Within forty (40) days of March 04, 2020, you must respond
with a written demand for a copy of the complaint.  The
demand must sent or delivered to the court, whose address
is: Shawano County Courthouse, 311 N. Main St. 2nd Floor,
Room 206, Shawano, WI 54166, and to James Hiller of The
Sayer Law Group, P.C., attorney for Plaintiff, whose address
is 925 E 4th St, Waterloo IA 50703.  You may have an
attorney help or represent you.
If you do not demand a copy within forty (40) days of March
04, 2020, the court may enter a judgment against you in
favor of the person(s) suing you. A copy of the claim has
been sent to you at your address as stated in the caption
above. A judgment may be enforced as provided by law. A
judgment awarding money may become a lien against any
real estate you own now or in the future, and may also be
enforced by garnishment or seizure of property.
Dated this 4th day of March 2020
By:/s/James A. Hiller
James Hiller, Esq. of counsel
Wisconsin State Bar No.: 1016709
The Sayer Law Group, P.C.
925 E 4th St.
Waterloo, IA 50703
Phone: 319-234-2530
Fax: 319-232-6341
E-Mail: jhiller@sayerlaw.com
The Sayer Law Group, P.C. is attempting to collect a debt
and any information obtained will be used for that purpose. If
you have previously received a discharge in a Chapter 7
bankruptcy case, this communication should not be
construed as an attempt to hold you personally liable for the
debt.
WNAXLP

#1357
March 04, 2020

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MENOMINEE COUNTY
SMALL CLAIMS AMENDED SUMMONS

Case No. 19SC000083
Midland Credit Management, INC.
Plaintiff,
Vs.
Julia Brotz
Defendant.
To: Julia Brotz
W748 Weso Rd. Apt. 801 
P.O. Box 1044
Keshena, WI 54135-1044
You are being sued by Midland Credit Management, INC. in
the Small Claims Court of Menominee County, located at
P.O. Box 279/W3269 Courthouse Lane, Keshena, WI 54135.
A hearing will be held at 1:00 PM on March 16, 2020 at the
Shawano County Courthouse located at 311 N. Main St.
Shawano, WI 54166.  If you do not appear, a judgment may
be given to the party suing you.  A Copy of this amended
summons along with the summons and complaint is being
mailed to you.
Dated at Milwaukee, Wisconsin this February 19, 2020.
Kohn Law Firm S.C.
Electronically Signed by:
/s/ Jason D. Hermersmann
Jason D. Hermersmann
Plaintiff’s Attorney
State Bar No. 1049948
735 N. Water St., Suite 1300
Milwaukee, WI 53202
(414) 276-0435
WNAXLP

Legals
WNAXLP

#1358
March 04, 2020

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MENOMINEE COUNTY
SMALL CLAIMS AMENDED SUMMONS

Case No. 19SC000082
Credit Acceptance Corporation
Plaintiff,
Vs.
June Wilber
Darin Wilber
Defendants.
To: June Wilber
Darin Wilber
N905 Lyons Rd
Keshena, WI 54135-1044
You are being sued by Credit Acceptance Corporation in the
Small Claims Court of Menominee County, located at P.O.
Box 279/W3269 Courthouse Lane, Keshena, WI 54135.
A hearing will be held at 1:00 PM on March 16, 2020 at the
Shawano County Courthouse located at 311 N. Main St.
Shawano, WI 54166.  If you do not appear, a judgment may
be given to the party suing you.  A Copy of this amended
summons along with the summons and complaint is being
mailed to you.
Dated at Milwaukee, Wisconsin this February 19, 2020.
Kohn Law Firm S.C.
Electronically Signed by:
/s/ Jason D. Hermersmann
Jason D. Hermersmann
Plaintiff’s Attorney
State Bar No. 1049948
735 N. Water St., Suite 1300
Milwaukee, WI 53202
(414) 276-0435
WNAXLP

#1359
TOWN OF RICHMOND

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following application for
Class B Liquor and Class B Fermented License, has been
filed with the Town Clerk for the licensing period ending June
30, 2020. The application will be acted on at the Town Board
meeting on March 9, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at the Richmond
Town Hall at N5170 County Road MM:
1. Kassidy’s Studio Lounge & Dining, LLC, with Agent
Michael Andrus for a license at W7703 Highway MMM,
Shawano, Wis., d/b/a "Kassidy’s Studio Lounge & Dining,"
for license currently issued to the "Dianne L. Jensen, dba
Studio Lounge & Dining." 
Richard J. Stadelman
Clerk, Town of Richmond
WNAXLP

#1365
March 4, 2020

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT 

PORTAGE COUNTY
Heather Bacovsky 
W3288 Tower Rd 
Tigerton, WI 54486
PUBLISHED NOTICE
CASE NUMBER 2020SC000203
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY BUSHMAN MOTORS IN
SMALL CLAIMS COURT.  A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT
THE PORTAGE COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 1516 CHURCH
STREET, STEVENS POINT, WICONSIN, BRANCH 1 ON
03/24/2020 AT 7:30 A.M. OR THEREAFTER.
IF YOU DO NOT APPEAR, A JUDGMENT MAY BE GIVEN
TO THE PERSON SUING YOU.  A COPY OF THE CLAIM
HAS BEEN MAILED TO YOU AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS.
DELINQUENT PAYMENTS ON A 2010 Dodge Grand
Caravan, VIN#2D4RN5D16AR219595.

WNAXLP

The longer
your ad runs, the more people

you will reach.

CLASSIFIEDS
715-526-6188
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“My Fatal Valentine” by Eileen 
Moushey is the current production by 
Crossroads Community Theatre, the 
performance arm of Walls of Witten-
berg.

This is the final weekend for the 
murder mystery dinner theater with 
performances on Friday and Saturday. 
Tickets are $40 and may be purchased 
at the service counter at Hanke’s 
Sentry Foods at 110 S. Mission St., in 
Wittenberg and may be purchased 
until Thursday.

The dinner will be catered by the 
Main Event in Cecil, and meal choices 
are baked cod or Cornish game hen. 
Selection must be made at the time of 
ticket purchase. There will be a wine 

and beer cash bar.
The play takes place at an awards 

show for romance novelists. Guests 
are encouraged, but not required, to 
dress as if they’re part of the show.

The event will be held at the 
WOWSPACE, 114 Vinal St., Witten-
berg. The doors open at 5:30 p.m. with 
dinner at 6 p.m. and the show at 7 p.m.

Murder and dinner at the WOWSPACE

RIGHT: “My Fatal Valentine” by Eileen Moushey 
is the latest production by the Crossroad Com-
munity Theatre troupe. The show runs Friday and 
Saturday March 6 and 7 at the WOWSPACE in 
Wittenberg. Cast members are, from left, front, 
Tayla Spiegel, Kristine Spiegel, Lois Anderson, 
Meg Hartleben, Rikki Jo Koplitz and Melissa 
Anderson; back, Dale Hartleben, Paul Pehlke, 
Miriam Nelson, Nancy Pehlke, Dawn Meverden, 
Mike Gilbertson, Dan Young and Robby Johnson.
 

Robby Johnson showcases a specialty act during the murder mystery dinner show at the WOWSPACE 
this Friday and Saturday. 

College Notes
The following students received 

degrees from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison during the 2019 
winter commencement: Halle Breske, 
Hatley, College of Letters and Science, 

Bachelor of Arts, gender and women’s 
studies/political science, graduated 
with distinction; Abigail Kapitz, Wit-
tenberg, College of Letters and Sci-
ence, Bachelor of Science, communica-
tion sciences and disorders.

CELEBRATIONS

Crossroads Community Theatre troupe members, 
from left, Dan Young, Melissa Anderson and Rikki 
Jo Koplitz ponder who the murderer might be in 
the latest production, “My Fatal Valentine.” The 
show will run Friday and Saturday at the WOW-
SPACE in Wittenberg.
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The cold, raw winds lately really 
put me in the mood when I read “Fes-
tive in Death” by J.D. Robb.

It is only days before Christmas 
when Lt. Eve Dallas is called to the 

scene of a mur-
der. The victim 
was Trey Ziegler, 
a very successful 
personal trainer. 
He died from 
damage done by 
two blows to the 
head with one of 
his trophies. Ad-
ditionally, a large 
knife is stuck in 
his chest holding 

a sign saying “Santa says you’ve been 
very bad. Ho Ho Ho.” It doesn’t take 
Dallas long to learn that Ziegler may 
have been a great trainer, but a total 
jerk otherwise.

His “love ‘em and leave ‘em” 
attitude toward women made him 
a long list of female enemies. Men 
disliked him because of his arrogance 
and ultra-competitive behavior. Dallas 
and Detective Peabody tackle the long 
list of people who knew Trey Ziegler, 
hoping to find a way to connect the 

dots and identify the killer before 
Christmas.

Christmas and all its frenzied gift 
buying and decorating are still com-
pletely foreign to Dallas. Her child-
hood held no happy holiday memo-
ries. Even her various foster homes 
fell short in teaching her Christmas 
cheer. Her dearly loved husband, 
Roarke, takes great pleasure in giving 
gifts and holding fabulous parties. So 
as much as she tries to avoid it, Eve is 
honor bound to find “the perfect gift” 
for those closest to her. Being Eve, she 
manages to put off shopping until the 
last minute.

Luckily, she has a good relation-
ship with a former street urchin/
criminal named Tiko. He’s now legit 
and has connections with a couple 
who soon have Eve loaded with just 
what she needs, but she still has to 
wrap them. That‘s when she makes a 
deal with Summerset, the butler. He’ll 
wrap them if Eve will help with prepa-
rations for the big Christmas party.

Putting that out of her mind, Eve 
returns to the case. They have learned 
that Ziegler was offering in-home 
massages that include his special 
herbal tea, incense and sex. Each ses-

sion earns him 
a fat fee plus a 
little extra to 
keep him quiet. 
Analysis of the 
tea and incense 
proves that the 
women were 
being drugged.

Eventually 
Eve narrows 
the list to J.J. 
Copely and Na-
tasha Quigley 

and her sister Martella and husband 
Lance Shubert. Ziegler had drugged 
and blackmailed Martella, but Natasha 
had slept with him willingly and often. 
A little more digging reveals that J.J. 
Copely has been siphoning money 
from his wife’s company and has been 
keeping a young dancer in a luxury 
apartment. Did Ziegler try to black-
mail Copely, too?

Eve hates to do it but supervises 
some of the party prep, submits to 
Trina’s beauty and dress up for the 
party. The party is a big success and 
even fun, but after a few hours rest 
they are on the job. Then Eve gets a 
report that Natasha made a 911 call 

that J.J. was attacking her.
They find J.J. Copely fuming, the 

Shubert’s social secretary Catiana 
DuBois at the base of the fireplace 
and Natasha Quigley with a serious 
head wound. The call is enough for 
Eve to arrest J.J. for both murders. 
While Natasha undergoes surgery, 
Eve blasts Copely with “proof” that he 
killed Ziegler and Catiana and tried to 
kill his wife. Copely insists that he’s 
innocent on all accounts.

By the next morning, Eve has 
figured out what has nagged her from 
the start and confronts Natasha. By 
the time she is finished, she spells out 
how and why Natasha killed Ziegler, 
Catiana and nearly killed herself try-
ing to frame J.J. Closing the case can’t 
bring back the dead, but it should give 
their families some closure and Eve’s 
team a chance for a pleasant Christ-
mas.

Multiple murders are wrapped up for Christmas
AT A GLANCE
BOOK: “Festive in Death”
AUTHOR: J.D. Robb
PUBLISHER: Berkley
PUBLISHED: Sept. 9, 2014
PAGES: 390

JAN JONES
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