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It was the third game in a
two-week period between
Gresham and Bowler’s girls
basketball teams, but the
Wildcats wound up with the
upper hand.
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Phone company
lays out cable

The Wittenberg Telephone
Company is in the third
years of an eight-year
project that will help
improve broadband
connections in the area.
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2nd half run gives

Chargers the win

Wittenberg-Birnamwood
went on an 11-0 run in

the second half to hand

. Menominee Indian a bitter
—_— .‘ - . . ‘ defeat.
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BIG STUDENTS WORK ON TINY HOUSES

Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School students Logan Balliett and Deakyn Suess are installing the electrical wiring for the loft area in the tiny house project they are “ ‘“ ‘ | || ‘ HI‘ ‘ “ ‘“
working on in their technology education class. FOR THE FULL STORY, SEE PAGE 2. MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA 0"%51497 "11625'""' 5
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Tiny house project comes to WBHS

New teacher
embraces the challenge

By MIRIAM NELSON
News Editor

WITTENBERG — Caleb McPhail,
the new technology education and
woodworking teacher at Wittenberg-
Birnamwood High School, found a
project that gives students the oppor-
tunity to learn several aspects of the
construction trades industry.

Building a tiny house is a year-long
project that will be a hands-on experi-
ence for about 35 students, encompass-
ing different classes.

At the beginning of the school
year, there was a speaker who came
to address the WBHS teachers. A slide
show presentation showed a school
in Missouri doing this kind of project.
McPhail contacted the teacher in Mis-
souri, who put him in contact with the
tiny house buyer in Colorado.

The buyer has a large lot in a high
elevation city in Colorado. He buys
the tiny houses, puts them on his lot
and rents them out through Airbnb, an
online marketing service for lodging
accommodations in homes in travel
destinations.

According to McPhail, the cost of
materials is $30,000. The buyer pays
for materials and pays an additional
10 percent, which goes to fund future
programs at WBHS.

The design was established ahead
of time. The 26-foot trailer holds a
400 square-foot house which has a
bedroom, loft, kitchen, living room
and bathroom. The building and trailer
cannot be more than 13 feet higher
there would need to be special permits
to transport it. The developer will
come to transport it once the unit is
completed at the end of the school
year.

Senior Sam Fraaza has been ac-
cepted into the University of Wiscon-
sin-Platteville for civil engineering and
is working on the tiny house project.

“It’s interesting to see how to get
everything to fit within the confines
of the tiny house,” said Fraaza, “I
think this is a little different aspect of
building because of the steel structure
rather than the traditional wood.”

There is a queen-size bed in the
main level bedroom and one in the loft
as well. The L-shaped couch can be
used as an extra bed or the short part
of the couch can be stored underneath
the bed if more room is needed.

The kitchen will have a small sink,
two cabinets and an apartment-size
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Caleb McPhail is the new technology education and woodshop teacher at Wittenberg-Birnamwood
High School. He is standing outside of the 400 square foot tiny house, a project for his junior and

seniors students.

refrigerator that is 24 inches wide. It
will also have a two-burner electric
cooktop and a microwave.

The students will design and build
a barn door slide for the bathroom
which will have a toilet, sink and
shower. The toilet and water plumbing
works with the same standard hookups
used in recreation vehicles.

There are also specific building
requirements to follow regarding
plumbing and insulation, and special
windows designed for high altitude
living.

Prior to this year, McPhail worked
in private industry. He had his own
business for several years doing cus-
tom wood cabinetry and also worked
in Crandon at Pump Town Manufac-
turing managing the wood department
for several years.

“I coached high school hockey in
Antigo for several years so I knew I
liked working with that age group,”
said McPhail. “I hadn’t planned on
being a teacher but when I found out
I could teach high school based on
my work experience it seemed like it
would be a good fit.”

McPhail wanted to do something
more than just a project of sides and
roofs and framing. He wanted some-
thing that was small enough scale
that it could be completed within the

MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA

school year but would also teach skills
for electrical, plumbing and flooring.

“Even though it’s a small project
there is a lot to finish it up by the end
of the school year,” said McPhail.

McPhail has been proactive in
securing donations to help out the
program. When he learned WBHS is a
customer of Wisconsin Public Service
he applied for and received a $1,000
grant, which will be used to buy tools
needed to do the detail work on the
tiny house project.

McPhail saw a picture in a maga-
zine where a school was thanking Mil-
waukee Tool for their donations. He
went on their website and sent them
a letter about the tiny house project.
Milwaukee Tool sent them a pallet of
cordless saws and drills. McPhail esti-
mates it was about a $12,000 to $15,000
donation.

“For the kids it was like an early
Christmas present,” said McPhail.

The building trades class, a group
of 12 boys, is responsible for most of
the build as part of their year-long
class. The drafting, furniture design
and construction methods classes have
been involved. McPhail noted that
most of the students in his classes are
boys, but there are several girls taking
the architecture and design classes.
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Words of wisdom picked up along the way

This is the time of year where
many people take stock of where
they’ve been and where they want
to be.

The internet is filled with sage
advice offered by the famous, the
infamous and the old reliable -
anonymous. With the click of a
“like” or a “ha ha” or “sad face”
button, you can let the world know
what a particular saying means to
you. Seeing the reactions of others
gives you an indicator of where you
stand in relation to those you’ve let
into your circle of friendship.

At different stages in my life, I
have related to different phrases as
I've experienced them.

In my college years, I was moti-
vated by the sayings that made me
feel I could accomplish anything. I
remember traveling around Europe
for a month, footloose and fancy
free, with a small travel bag and a
book that spelled out how to see
it all for very little money. It was
January when I arrived and my
functional winter coat had a little
tin pin with “Hello world, it’s me!”
on it.

Ah, sweet
mystery of
youth. How sure
I was that the
world was hap-
py to see me just
because I was
happy to see it.
The best thing
about youth is

MIRIAM NELSON that “ignorance
is bliss” gets you through a lot of
experiences you might not have
tried had you known the cost. The
worst thing about youth is when
you realize the flaws in something
you felt was an absolute truth. I like
to refer to this as the time when
“your youthful ignorance is working
against you.”

Those middle years were filled
with a variety of opportunities
to make my way in the world. I'll
admit to taking offense to some
of the sayings that annoyed me
along the way. I especially grew to
dislike “When God closes a door,
somewhere he opens a window.” I
remember distinctly telling Mom
that I was pretty sick of climbing
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Tickets available at 715-584-4203 or
www.rubbersoulproductions.com,
and at Hanke's Sentry Foods in Wittenberg.

through windows. At least we had
a good laugh over my observation,
which taught me that as long as I
have my sense of humor, I can get
through most anything.

I wish I could remember a phrase
or a quote from the year I turned
37. For that one year, everything
seemed to fall into place. I had a
calmness and inner peace I hadn’t
experienced before. Nothing had
changed, I still was underemployed,
no man in my life and still had to
have roommates to survive the cost
of living in Minneapolis. Somehow
nothing bothered or annoyed me.
Not sure why it only lasted a year.

I never got that feeling of content-
ment back, but I enjoyed it while it
lasted and tell myself I just may feel
that way again.

It’s hard to figure out what sage
wisdom guides me now. Half the
time I’'m rolling my eyes, annoyed

Visit us online at
www.newmedia-wi.com

at the world. The other half is spent
giggling, especially when I hear or
read something Dad would have
said to brighten my day. What I
know for sure is that I don’t respond
to the negative phrases anymore,
just the funny ones because I know
that no matter what, I love to laugh.

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg
Enterprise and Birnamwood News. Readers can contact
her at mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

ABBY VANS -

DRIVERS NEEDED

$12/Hr. Vehicle placed at home with
fleet fuel card. 32-40+ Hours/wk.
DOT Drug Test, Background check
and good driving record required.
Verify we have service in your area by
going to https://www.abbyvans.com.
If so please fill out our application
or call 1-715-743-3364 to request

application be sent.
“An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer”

Wittenberg Telephone has Fiber Fast internet
available with speeds up to a Gig.

Pair our internet with our worry free guarantee and
Managed WiFi to ensure each room in your home

has the connectivity you need.
Notes: Gigabit speeds only available along our fiber optic roufes.

PLEASE CALL 7152532111 OR VISIT
www.wittenbergnet.net

TO CHECK AVAILABILITY.
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BOOKS & STUFF

A tangled tale weaves
together unsolved mysterles

I’'ve been trying to figure out how
to give a thumbnail sketch of “Case
Histories” by Kate Atkinson, but it is a
real challenge. The cases in this book
are intertwined and the characters
loosely connected so one can’t give a
linear narrative, but I'll try.

This book follows British police
inspector turned private detective
Jackson Brodie
as he struggles to
solve four cases
while dealing
with being a
divorced father.
More upsetting,
his ex-wife tells
him she and
her new lover
are taking his
daughter to New
Zealand.

It has been 10 years since Laura
Wyre had been brutally murdered on
her first day at her father’s law firm.
Theo Wyre has never given up on
finding her killer and hires Jackson to
do just that. Jackson isn’t optimistic,
but finds the case more interesting
than helping his elderly client Binky
Rain find her missing cats.

Interviewing those who knew Lau-
ra is difficult, as most of her friends
and classmates have moved on. The
one woman who knew her well has
remarried and lives in Australia.

Within days, he is called by Amelia
and Julia Land. Their father has just
died and while cleaning his study,
they discovered Blue Mouse — a
beloved stuffed animal that had be-
longed to their missing sister, Olivia.
On a hot summer night about 20 years
ago, Olivia and Amelia had been al-
lowed to sleep in a tent. Amelia woke
up during the night and discovered
that 3-year-old Olivia was gone with-
out a trace.

The police found no leads, and the
case went cold. Now the sisters want
to know if their father had something
to do with Olivia’s disappearance.
While they readily share whatever
they recall, their older sister, Sylvia,
is now in a convent and obviously
knows something she refuses to share.

Now Jackson must divide his time
between two cold cases and an ec-
centric old woman. To his surprise,
the Land house is directly behind
Binky Rain’s property. She tells him

JAN JONES

‘ﬂl'loﬂll A ESTSELLER

Case
Histories

TN st e Bt sl | acad this your,
But the bost mymicry of e Seonde. . .
hklyaq«mmmhlum

AT A GLANCE

BOOK: “Case Histories"”

AUTHOR: Kate Atkinson

PUBLISHER: Little, Brown and Company
PUBLISHED: Oct. 15, 2007

PAGES: 434

that the Land girls were a bit wild and
poorly supervised often sneaking into
her garden steal apples and call her a
witch.

Before Jackson makes any head-
way in either case, he is hired by
Shirley Morrison. Twenty-five years
ago, her sister Michelle snapped and
killer her husband. She asked Shirley
to raise her daughter, Tanya, but the
courts gave the baby to the late hus-
band’s parents. By her teens, Tanya
had run away, and Shirley wants Jack-
son to find her. She even sleeps with
him to seal the deal. When he finds
out she is married, he drops the case.

In a strange twist of fate, all the
main characters happen to interact
with a thin, yellow-haired homeless
girl. She says her name is Lily-Rose
but hints that is not her given name.

As Jackson works all the cases, it
becomes clear that someone is trying
to kill him. A concussion, a damaged
brake line and food poisoning leave
him feeling and looking rough. By the
last page, most mysteries are solved
and most questions are answered, but
not all of them are clear and concise.
As I said, this is a tangled tale, but
hard to put down.
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UW forum
looks at
farmers’

~¢ challenging

times ahead

GREEN BAY — UW-Extension
programs in Brown, Kewaunee, Door,
Marinette, Oconto, Outagamie and
Shawano counties will be hosting
“Supporting Farmers During Challeng-
ing Times” on Jan. 31 at Tundra Lodge,
Green Bay.

There will be two sessions: 9-11:30
a.m. for agribusiness professionals
and agency staff and 12:30-3 p.m. for
producers and farmers.

In both sessions, Dr. Mark Ste-
phenson, director of dairy policy
analysis for the UW-Madison Divi-
sion of Extension, will present a ses-
sion titled “Hardening Your Client’s
Business.” Jerry Clark, agriculture
agent for the Chippewa County
Division of Extension, will present
on the changing weather in the state
and how it’s impacting Wisconsin
agriculture.

There will be producer panels
in both sessions. For the agribusi-
ness session, producers will discuss
experiences and tips about working
with clients exiting/transitioning to a
different enterprise, while producers
and farmers will get a session where
local producers discuss adjusting to
life after farming or transitioning to a
different enterprise.

The meetings are open to all
individuals wishing to learn more on
how to support their farm families
and clientele.

RSVPs are required by Jan. 15.

For information, go to https://
fyi.extension.wisc.edu/dairy/
events/supporting-farmers-during-
challenging-times-7.

To register, visit https://supporting
farmers.eventbrite.com or contact
Shawano County agriculture agent
Kimberly Schmidt at 715-526-6136.

www.newmedia-

wi.com
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Wittenberg Telephone Co.
adds more fiber optic cable

BUT SOMETIMES THEY DON'T LOVE US BACK

Sometimes, what looks really good in the viewfinder of a camera doesn't
look good in a newspaper. Here is a tip from your friends at NEW Media
to help make sure the photos you send to the newspaper make it in...

PHOTOS OUT OF FOCUS

Don't adjust your glasses. The photo you see above is blurry. While most
photos that come in to the newspaper are clear as glass, there are a few
submitted where the focus is off. Most photos look clear in a camera’s
viewfinder when it's a 2-inch square, but most newspaper photos are
not run at 2 inches in size, and blur will not be evident in photos until
they're viewed at full size. Blurry photos are not easily fixable, so we'll
likely not run a photo if it's going to cause our readers eye strain.

TIPS TO HELP:

» When taking photos, try to take them in a well-lit area. Even though
most cameras today have auto-focus capabilities, darker areas require
a slower shutter speed to get a good photo, and slower shutter speeds
sometimes result in blurry photos if someone’s hands are shaking.

P Once you've taken your photos, examine them in your camera's
viewfinder. Zoom in on the view to make sure there's no blur; don't
accept the initial view as a sign the photo isn't blurry.

A public service announcement from

SHAWANO" . LEADER

OCONTO COUNTY

TIMES HERALD

WITTENBERG

ENTERPRISE

& BIRNAMWOOD NEWS

By MIRIAM NELSON
News Editor

WITTENBERG — Wittenberg Tele-
phone Company and its subsidiary
Cirrinity are in the third year of an
eight-year project to offer fiber optic
broadband connections in the area.

According to CEO Scott Nyman,
the company has already laid 106 miles
of cable. The area covered is between
Galloway to Elderon, the whole village
of Eland, rural areas toward County
Road OO and state Highway 29 and
east of Eland toward Shepley. Those
projects are ongoing.

Also added this year was the village
of Birnamwood. WTC is connecting to
homes instead of to just cell towers.

“Our core services of internet, tele-
phone or television are done with fiber
optic connections which can provide
gigabit speed,” said Nyman, “which is
the fastest connection you can have for
residential use.”

This summer WTC/Cirrinty
hooked the Matsche Center in Birnam-
wood to the fiber optic broadband. Ny-
man noted that though they’ve always
been in the area, the competitors have
done a better job of letting customers
know what is being offered. Nyman
hopes to get the word out, where WTC
is connecting directly to homes.

Cirrinity is the name for services
provided outside of the Wittenberg

area. According to Nyman, the city of
Antigo had built a fiber network and
then ran into some roadblocks. WTC
bought them out in 2010 and named
the company Cirrinity.

The state of Wisconsin has been
offering grants through the Public Ser-
vice Commission to increase broad-
band in rural unserved or underserved
areas. Through these grants, Cirrinity
has been able to expand the service
area. Nyman says any new grants are
being used on fiber optic networks.

The company encourages input
from local residents, according to
Nyman. They log each inquiry and
use the data to help determine where
should be the next expansions.

Nyman said that according to a
recent seminar by the Realtor Asso-
ciation, “What internet is available?”
is one of the most asked questions of
people looking to buy homes.

“With more people using the inter-
net for education, medical attention
and working from home we like to
work with local realtors to make sure
people will have their needs met be-
fore purchasing a home,” said Nyman.

WTC is a privately-owned, third
generation family company. In 2021, it
will be celebrating 100 years in busi-
ness.

More information is available at
wittenbergnet.net or cirrinity.net. or
call 715-253-2111.

Soup's on at
Shawano library

Shawano County Library is “soup-
er” excited for the return of Soup on
Fridays during January.

A different soup will be provided
for free each week. Soups include
lasagna soup Friday Jan. 10, loaded

hash brown on Jan. 17, loaded cauli-
flower on Jan. 24 and hearty veg-
etable barley on Jan. 31. Soup will be
available from 11 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
or until the soup is gone.

These programs are funded by the
Friends of Shawano County Librar-
ies, Inc. For information, contact the
library at 715-526-3829.

N7502 Hummingbird Rd.,
Eland

DAFFRON TAX & ACCOUNTING, LLC

PAM DAFFRON

Experienced Federal and
State Tax Preparation

E-FILING BEGINS
JANUARY 21ST

Call For An Appointment

715-253-2754 or
715-881-1701




WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2020 = NEW MEDIA = www.newmedia-wi.com = PAGE 31

Wednesday’s  Cryptoquote: NOTHING

HAPPENS IN CRICKET, EVER. EVEN THE fq Wilner saVi"gs fllﬂm

HIGHLIGHTS RESEMBLE A FREEZE FRAME. 0
— CHARLIE BROOKER Receive 50 /‘I OFF installation!’

A[R[u[e[AIA] T [R m[o[s[s : f 5, T ——
G[1[R[o|s|Mo|p|E W[ [L][c|o LOOklng ora LNy ©F 0
A[S|S|E|T N|[O|M I INJL|A]Y . , ‘.,"'., 2.99/0
clA[R[R[ I [EJl 1 [N[D]1]A[N]A I I A
7 X " :
omc e place to live? R Interest Financing!
o[vIEINING] 1 [s|T s |w[o[rR[N c L. A , Senior & Previous Customer Discounts!’
N[o[N[ofllo[L[E[o[s IE[R[ T[N LASSIFIEDS’ - e
A|L|T|A[R K{N|O|T N|I[S]I
IREHNEE BNRE BOE ,,' B“""S'
[ BOHE ENE PAGE 26 ! First 100 homeowners to investina
AMIGICRIREIRANARIE]S ‘ new hath or shower will receive a 7-Day
MEAREN NOB BROEE = r' g e or Resort Voucher for Two!’
AIN|N|E LIO|T S|E|E|D|Y ABBYVANS ﬂ
DRIVERS NEEDED AN
6181314191517 /2]1 $12/Hr. Vehicle placed at home with \ M_IA@ m'\\!/
-~ —
T15]2]18|113]4[9[6] |fieet fuel card. 32-40+ Hours/wk. \ " HA+w] WINDOWS & BATHS
* Ty
11419]12(6(7|8|5]|3] |DOT Drug Test, Background check . — sy oo 8
91718151311161!4]2 and good driving record required. CALL TODAY!
5(216l9(814l1[3]7]| [Verifywe have service in your area by (920 '4:71'1 739
311217126108 5| |9ving tohttps:/www.abbyvans.com. www.ma C|tybaths.com
If 50 please fill OUt U AP liCation | e e oy e o B e o o e o M B
o[ Te o Tels] | o Hisrase o ene| | EEESEERER R RS
4191715213 1018 fappiication besent. o R i e e o A
2(3[1]16[4]18]5]|7]9 “An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer” e L T A e P e

RETURNING $4 MILLION to You!

Your PATRONAGE
PAYMENT
is our way of saying,
“Thank You,
Member-Owners!”

This year’s loan
interest rebate and savings
bonus add up to the

The potronoge payment was deposited into LARGEST PATRONAGE
the accounts of eligible members on Decemmber 31, 2019,
For detals, go to www.covantagecu.org/patronage PAYMENT EVER!

800-398-2667 *» www.covantagecu.org z ] CoVantage

911 E. Green Bay St. or 604 S. Main St., Shawano * 715-524-8200

CREDIT UNION
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Snow Season is Here!
Business - Residential

For all your Plowing &
Spreading Salt Needs
* Residential Call us for
¢ Plowing
e Salt

e Salted Sand

odstafck
Deslg

HUGE SELECTION OF

Carpet, Tile, Vinyl, Cork, & Hardwood
Also CUSTOM CABINETS & Countertops
Including Granite, Marble, Quartz, & Laminate

Call Us: (800)319-9556 Email Us: info@woodstockflooring.com
360 US HWY 45, Birnamwood, WI 54414

Mondav-r-:rlday 7am-4:§0pm
www.woodstockdesigncenter.com
" K

~ LOOKING TO BUY
> STANDING TIMBER,
7L0GS & BOLTS

Contact us
today!

ertonlumber.com

g PHIL LABEAU  715-367-6814
PAUL BAILEY  715-881-1156

www.tig

y

lliEry .
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BEN KNAACK  715-881-0717
JERRY ORT JR. T15-881-1174

©
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OM CABINETS

»~

211201 St Hwy 49 Wittenberg, WI

We Hove Been

715-454-7001

\n BUS\“E')S
Since 1996

IF YOU CAN DREAM IT, WE CAN BUILD IT!

ELECTRONICS
WE SPECIALIZE IN

TV Antenna Sales & Service
Cell Phone Repair, Sales & Service

WE BUY-SELL-TRADE

CALL FOR MORE INFO. » 715-623-2441

JOIN OUR TEAM!

The Marion Public Library is seeking a creative,
energetic, and detail-oriented individual with excellent
communication and interpersonail skills to filla Children’s
Librarian position. The ideal candidate will have
outstanding customer service, enjoy sharing the love
of children’s literature with others, and have experience
with the latest technology, among many other qualities.

Primary responsibilities for this position include but are
not limited tfo: offering supervised story times & play
times for children, assisting patrons with reference
questions & computer needs, checking materials in &
out, shelving materials, and planning & carrying out
library/outreach events.

This position requires a kid-friendly personality, strong
computer skills, & customer service expertise. Previous
experience in libraries or in education preferred.
Hours include weekdays with some early evenings.
Position open until filled.

Please email or drop off
letter of interest and
resume w/ references at:

Marion Public Library
120 N. Main St. | P.O.Box 267
Marion, Wl 54950
Atin.: Le Ann Hopp, Director

lho marionpubliclibrary.info
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