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What started out as a 
house-painting business 
has evolved into something 
more artistic, says Kelly 
Lettau. See how her business 
has grown and changed as 
it became “That’s How We 
Roll.” 
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Painting signs:  
Local business  
is on a roll(er)

School board 
uses tablets to 
go paperless
The Wittenberg-
Birnamwood School Board 
will take steps toward 
reducing paper as they 
embrace the concept of 
“paperwork” done on a 
Chromebook.

PAGE 3

SWEET TREATS
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SPORTS �t  Allen Jobe, 
a Tigerton High School 
senior is filling up the stat 
sheet as he adjusts to ex-
panded role on basketball 
team.  
                PAGE 12

Harper Resch shows off the cookie she decorated at the Matsche Center in Birnamwood on Sunday. The event, which featured a visit from Santa and several other 
activities for kids, was coordinated by Plover Valley 4-H and sponsored by 15 area businesses. FIND ANOTHER PHOTO, PAGE 2 MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA
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& BIRNAMWOOD NEWS Leader of the pack at 40 mph
Winter doesn’t even officially start 

until Dec. 21 and already I feel as if 
I’ve had my fill of it.

The first snowfall was lovely, and 
I must admit I enjoyed the briskness 

of the air and the 
lovely coating of 
white. I’m usu-
ally not sick of it 
until sometime 
in early Febru-
ary. This year 
just seems a little 
different.

I suppose I’m 
just a little more 
sensitive to it 
since everyone 
has been talking 

for months now about how we will 
have a long, snowy and cold winter. 
The weather has been the topic of 
conversation this whole year. We 
seem to be having not enough of 
the “good” weather we love about 
Wisconsin.

I’ve decided to keep my heat at a 
lower temperature. That decision is 
partly about conserving energy and 
partly about keeping me more active 
in the house. Although in theory 
it seemed like a good idea, it’s not 
working out that well.

My sporadic sleep schedule has 
been a bit of an issue this past year, 
and I read that keeping the tempera-

ture lower at night is better for you. 
I’m not sure who wrote that article 
or what kind of research goes into 
formulating that theory, but it’s not 
working out for me. I seem to have a 
harder time leaving the comfort and 
warmth under my quilt and tend to 
hit the snooze button more often.

I foolishly thought if I kept a 
lower temperature in the house that 
I would be motivated to spend more 
time on my exercise bike in the 
morning to get the circulation going. 
Again, it’s a good theory but doesn’t 
seem to work in practice for me.

Last Wednesday we had that 
exceptionally cold day, and I was 
quite happy that I didn’t have any 
appointments to take me outside of 
my home. I enjoyed several cups of 
coffee over the course of the day, all 
the while convincing myself the caf-
feine doesn’t affect my sleep pattern. 
I also managed some time pedaling 
away on the oft-neglected exercise 
bike. Still, by the end of the day I felt 
“cabin fever” was creeping into my 
consciousness a good two months 
early.

When Thursday dawned, I looked 
forward to going out into the world 
to interview someone for a story. 
The weather didn’t seem too bad, the 
country roads had been plowed and 
all was right with the world. On my 
way back, I remembered that I was 

supposed to pick up the last of my 
vegetables from the CSA program 
I’ve been participating in, and I set 
my course for Wausau — thinking I 
could outrun the forecasted storm.

The snow seemed light but steady, 
and I didn’t think too much about it 
as I ventured out. The trouble with 
weather is that it isn’t all the same at 
the same time. When I left the house, 
traveling seemed like a safe activity. 
The closer I got to Wausau, the more 
I questioned my assessment of the 
situation. By the time I started my 
return, I realized it probably wasn’t 
my best decision.

I wasn’t the only one out on the 
road that day. Truckers and compact 
car drivers were passing me at a clip, 
leaving me in a white-out condition 
that had me slowing down until I 
could see better. Eventually, even the 
truckers stopped passing me. By the 
time I reached Wittenberg, I could 
see about 20 vehicles in my rearview 
mirror patiently keeping up with my 
40 mph pace.

When I finally returned to the 
comfort of my home, I treated myself 
to an extra 2 degrees on my thermo-
stat and a hot cup of tea, caffeine-
free.

MIRIAM NELSON

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg 
Enterprise & Birnamwood News. Readers can contact 

her at mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

Siblings Harper, seated, and Clayten Schultz enjoy some quality time with Santa and Mrs. Claus at the Matsche Center in Birnamwood on Sunday in an 
event coordinated by Plover Valley 4-H and the Village of Birnamwood. Along with goody bags, the children received books from the Birnamwood Library. 
The event included stations for creating ornaments, decorating cookies and coloring for the children, along with a bake sale and raffle items for the adults.
 .*3*".�/&-40/�]�/&8�.&%*"
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WITTENBERG — In an effort to 
save money and curb waste, mem-
bers of the board of education for 
the Wittenberg-Birnamwood School 
District are reading documents and 
reviewing reports on Chromebooks. 
The laptops, given to school board 
members this fall, are Chromebooks 
that were previously used by stu-
dents.

According to Superintendent Gar-
rett Rogowski, going paperless will 
save the board money, as copying 
and printing costs were a big ex-
pense. The annual budget alone can 
be 100 pages or more, Rogowski said, 
and each of the nine board members 
needs a copy of that and many other 
reports during the year.

Students typically use the 
Chromebooks for four to five years 
before wear and tear plus software 
upgrades require that they be re-
placed, Rogowski said. Normally, the 
outdated laptops get recycled out of 
the district or sold at a minimal cost 
to graduating students, he added. 
This batch has gone to school board 
members.

“We knew the old Chromebooks 
were functional, and we don’t need 
them to do anything other than send 
documents and announce meetings,” 
said Rogowski.

Joani Miller provides the tech 
support for the district, and she has 
worked to educate the board mem-
bers on how best to use the Chrome-
books.

“It’s a bit of a learning curve, and 
help is available if we ask for it,” said 
board member Kristy Meredith. “It’s 
different from my computer at home 
and the one I use at work, so I’m 
learning some of the finer points of 
navigating through the documents.”

Rogowski noted that copy paper, 
ink and wear and tear on the dis-
trict’s copy machine are all expenses 
that the district will save, in addition 
to the work hours saved by no longer 
printing and coordinating report 
packets for the nine board members. 
He hopes to put together an analysis 
of the cost savings of going paperless 
over time.

Wittenberg-Birnamwood  
school board goes paperless

By MIRIAM NELSON

/FXT�&EJUPS

Chromebooks previously used by students now help the Wittenberg-Birnamwood school board go paperless. Board of education members shown, from 
left, are Kristy Meredith, Chris Pietz, Tammy Wendler, Chuck Wendler, Joy Hartleben, Superintendent Garrett Rogowski, Tammy Pestka, Dennis Rew, Bree 
Krueger-Schmidt, Laura Magee and Dan Stewart. $0/53*#65&%
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As another 
holiday season 
fast approaches, I 
would like to ex-
tend a very Merry 
Christmas and 
Happy New Year 
to all of you!

This is that 
time of year 
where classroom 
visits bring count-
less stories of Christmas wish lists and 
anticipated holiday vacation plans. It’s 
that time of year where we can rest a 
moment and celebrate family, children, 

health and happiness. We can even 
celebrate things like the journey to-
ward another great Packer season and 
upcoming Badger Rose Bowl victory.

Whatever your celebration, I hope 
that you all have a well-deserved, 
relaxing and enjoyable Christmas this 
holiday season.

Thank you for the opportunity to 
educate and inspire your children and 
for trusting in us their safety and happi-
ness with the Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
Schools. From all of us here at the 
Wittenberg-Birnamwood School 
District, Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year!

Seasons greetings to the 
residents of the Wittenberg-
Birnamwood School District

GARRETT ROGOWSKI

Steve Vera of SA Vera Co. was busy decorating the lampposts of downtown Wittenberg on Friday. 
.*3*".�/&-40/�]�/&8�.&%*"
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#1196
December 4, 11, 18 2019
STATE OF WISCONSIN

CIRCUIT COURT
SHAWANO COUNTY

Case No. 19-CV-000033
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

J.P. Morgan Mortgage Acquisition Corp.
Plaintiff, 

vs.
Tina Edwards

Defendant. 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that by virtue of a judgment of
foreclosure entered on June 25, 2019 in the amount of
$90,341.33 the Sheriff will sell the described premises at
public auction as follows:
TIME: January 8, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.
TERMS:Pursuant to said judgment, 10% of the successful
bid must be paid to the sheriff at the sale in cash, cashier’s
check or certified funds, payable to the clerk of courts
(person checks cannot and will not be accepted). The
balance of the successful bid must be paid to the clerk of
courts in cash, cashier’s check or certified funds no later than
ten days after the court’s confirmation of the sale or else the
10% down payment is forfeited to the plaintiff. The property
is sold ’as is’ and subject to all liens and encumbrances. 
PLACE: In the front lobby of the Shawano County
Courthouse, City and County of Shawano 
DESCRIPTION: LOT FIVE (5), BLOCK (11), ACCORDING
TO THE RECORDED PLAY OF WESCOTT AND KUCKUKS
ADDITION, IN THE CITY OF SHAWANO, SHAWANO
COUNTY, WISCONSIN
PROPERTY ADDRESS: 1019 Bartlett St Shawano, WI
54166-3201
DATED: October 25, 2019
Gray & Associates, L.L.P. is attempting to collect a debt and
any information obtained will be used for that purpose.  If you
have previously received a discharge in a chapter 7
bankruptcy case, this communication should not be
construed as an attempt to hold you personally liable for the
debt. WNAXLP

#1237
STATE OF WISCONSIN

CIRCUIT COURT  SHAWANO COUNTY
CIVIL DIVISION

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
Forclosure of Mortgage

Case No. 18CV37
Nationstar Mortgage LLC D/B/A
Champion Mortgage Company
Plaintiff,
Vs.
Daniel Alvin Wilke, ET AL.
Defendants.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that by virtue of a judgment of
foreclosure entered on April 25, 2019 in the amount of
$106,491.43 the Sheriff will sell the described premises at
public auction as follows:
TIME: JANUARY 8, 2020 at 09:00 AM
TERMS: By bidding at the sheriff sale, prospective buyer is
consenting to be bound by the following terms: 1.) 10% down
in cash, cashier check, or bank-certified funds made payable
to the Shawano County Clerk of Courts; balance due within
10 days of confirmation of sale; failure to pay balance due
will result in forfeit of deposit to plaintiff. 2.) Sold �as is� and
subject to all legal liens and encumbrances. 3.) Buyer to pay
applicable Wisconsin Real Estate Transfer Tax in addition to
the proceeds of the sale 4.) Bidders not a party to this action
are subject to the requirements of Wisconsin Statute Section
846.155. 5.) Plaintiff opens bidding on the property, either in
person or via fax and as recited by the sheriff department in
the event that no opening bid is offered, plaintiff retains the
right to request the sale be declared as invalid as the sale is
fatally defective.
PLACE: In the Main lobby of the Shawano County
Courthouse, in Hallway (outside of the Treasurer’s Office),
311 N. Main Street, Shawano, WI 54166
DESCRIPTION: LOTS SIX (6) AND SEVEN (7), BLOCK
FIVE (5), OF PRIEMS PLAT OF NORTH SHAWANO, TOWN
OF WESCOTT, SHAWANO COUNTY, WISCONSIN.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: N5638 North Smalley Street,
Shawano, WI 54166
TAX KEY NO.: 048-70500-0400
Anthony Procaccio
MARINOSCI LAW GROUP, P.C.
State Bar No. 1089887
5225 N. Ironwood Road, Suite 121
Glendale, WI 53217
Phone No.: 414-831-9723
Dated this 2nd day of December, 2019.
Sheriff Adam Bieber
Shawano County Sheriff
MARINOSCI LAW GROUP, P.C. IS THE CREDITOR’S
ATTORNEY AND IS ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT
ON ITS BEHALF.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
WNAXLP

Legals
WNAXLP

#1221
December 4, 11, 18 2019
STATE OF WISCONSIN

CIRCUIT COURT
SHAWANO COUNTY

Case No. 19-CV-000084
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc
Plaintiff, 
vs.
The Estate of Thomas J. Pigott, Deceased
Defendant.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that by virtue of a judgment of
foreclosure entered on October 7, 2019 in the amount of
$67,824.45 the Sheriff will sell the described premises at
public auction as follows:
TIME: January 8, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.
TERMS: Pursuant to said judgment, 10% of the successful
bid must be paid to the sheriff at the sale in cash, cashier’s
check or certified funds, payable to the clerk of courts
(person checks cannot and will not be accepted). The
balance of the successful bid must be paid to the clerk of
courts in cash, cashier’s check or certified funds no later than
ten days after the court’s confirmation of the sale or else the
10% down payment is forfeited to the plaintiff. The property
is sold ’as is’ and subject to all liens and encumbrances. 
PLACE: In the front lobby of the Shawano County
Courthouse, City and County of Shawano 
DESCRIPTION: THAT PART OF THE SOUTHWEST
QUARTER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER (SW 1/4 OF
SW1/4) AND THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF
THESOUTHWEST QUARTER (SE 1/4 OF SW1/4),
SECTION TWO (2), TOWNSHIP TWENTY-SEVEN (27)
NORTH, RANGE FOURTEEN (14) EAST, TOWNOF
HERMAN, SHAWANO COUNTY, WISCONSIN, BOUNDED
AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT THE
SOUTH QUARTER CORNEROF SAID SECTION 2:
THENCE NORTH 87¡25’37" WEST, 392.85 FEET; THENCE
NORTH 61¡32’26" WEST, 676.35 FEET TO THE PLACE
OFBEGINNING THENCE CONTINUE ON THE SAME LINE
606.76 FEET THENCE NORTH 36¡57;35" EAST 374.57
FEET TO THE SOUTHERLY LINE OFTHE SOO LINE
RAILROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY; THENCE FOLLOWING THE
ARC OF A 2914.93 FOOT RADIUS CURVE ALONG THE
SAID RIGHT-OF WAYLINE TO A POINT, THE CHORD OF
WHICH BEARS SOUTH 63¡08’48" EAST, 574.60 FEET;
THENCE SOUTH 31¡52’00" WEST, 387.24 FEETTO THE
PLACE OF BEGINNING.
PROPERTY ADDRESS: W10412 Cherry Rd Gresham, WI
54128-9058
DATED: November 15, 2019
Gray & Associates, L.L.P.
Attorneys for Plantiff
16345 West Glendale Drive
New Berlin, WI 53151-2841
(414) 224-8404
Gray & Associates, L.L.P. is attempting to collect a debt and
any information obtained will be used for that purpose.  If you
have previously received a discharge in a chapter 7
bankruptcy case, this communication should not be
construed as an attempt to hold you personally liable for the
debt.                                                                         WNAXLP

#1230
December 4, December 11, December 18

State of Wisconsin
Shawano County Circuit Court

Case No. 2019CV000208
Notice and Order for Name Change Hearing

In The Matter Of Name Change Of:
Jennifer Kay Olson
To: Jennifer Kay Anderson
Birth Certificate: Jennifer Kay Anderson
IT IS ORDERED:
This petition will be heard in the Circuit Court of Shawano
County, State of Wisconsin: Hon, William F. Kussel Jr. 
Place: Circuit Court Br. 2 Courthouse Shawano, WI
Date: January 8th, 2020
Time: 10:15 AM
WNAXLP

#1253
December 18, 2019

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
CIRCUIT COURT

MARATHON COUNTY
Summons And Complaint

(Small Claims)
Case No. 2019SC002646

Plaintiff:  
Wisconsin Auto Finance Inc DBA CNAC of Wausau
2518 Grand Ave
Wausau, WI 54403
-vs-
Defendant(s):
Rose Marie Ross
4195 Damitz Rd
Aniwa, WI 54408
Joshua Robert Simpson
113 Callon St Apt 2
Wausau, WI 54401
COMPLAINT

Legals
WNAXLP

To the Defendant(s)
You are being sued as described on the attached complaint.
If you wish to dispute this matter:
You must appear at the time and place stated.
Date: 01-08-2020 
Time: 10:00 am
Branch 6
Sara Quirt-Sann Memorial Courtroom
500 Forest Street
Wausau, WI 54403
Date Summons Issued: 12-09-2019
The plaintiff states the following claim against the
defendant(s):
1. Plaintiff demands judgment for claim for money
$10,000.00
Plus interest, costs, attorney fees, if any, an such other relief
as the court deems proper.
2. Brief statement of dates and facts
(If this is an eviction action and you are seeking money,
damages, you must also state that claim on this form)
On the defendants Rose Marie Ross and Joshua Robert
Simpson, signed a Retail Installment Contract and Security
Agreement for the purchase of a 2007 Chrysler VIN
1BHB28B77D261824 financing a balance of $11,152.46.
Due to failure to pay the contractual payments outlined in the
Retail Installment Contract and Security Agreement, the said
collateral was repossessed on 8/5/2019.  The collateral was
sold to the highest bidder at Central Wisconsin Auto Auction
for $490.00.  We are suing the defendant for the deficiency

balance of $10,000.00.
WNAXLP

#1257
December 18, 25, 2019 January 01, 2020

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
Case No. 19PR63

Notice to Creditor (Informal Administration)
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:
Nicholas J. Diemel
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal administration was
filed.
2. The decedent, with the birth September 25,
1984 and date of death July 24, 2019, was domiciled in
Shawano County, State of Wisconsin, with a mailing address
of N628 Evergreen St., Bonduel, WI 54107.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against the
decedent’s estate is March 30, 2020.
5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano County
Courthouse, Shawano, Wisconsin, Room probate.
Attorney Jennifer L. Voigt
P.O. Box 67 Seymour, WI 54165
920-833-2356
Bar Number: 1061357
WNAXLP

#1258
December 18, 25, 2019 January 01, 2020

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
Case No. 19PR64

Notice to Creditor (Informal Administration)
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:
Justin M. Diemel
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal administration was
filed.
2. The decedent, with the birth May 09, 1995 and
date of death July 24, 2019, was domiciled in Shawano
County, State of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of 3567
State Highway 156, Pulaski, WI 54162.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against the
decedent’s estate is March 30, 2020.
5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano County
Courthouse, Shawano, Wisconsin, Room probate.
Attorney Jennifer L. Voigt
P.O. Box 67 Seymour, WI 54165
920-833-2356
Bar Number: 1061357
WNAXLP

The longer
your ad runs, the more people

you will reach.

CLASSIFIEDS
715-526-6188

#3002
STATE OF WISCONSIN

CIRCUIT COURT
MARATHON COUNTY

Publication Summons and Notice (Small Claims)
Case No. 2019SC003026

SCHIERL INC.
2201 Madison St
Stevens Point, WI 54481 Plaintiff
Vs.
KYLE CLAUSS
W17913 Ranch Road
Birnamwood, WI 54414
Defendant
TO THE PERSON(S) NAMES ABOVE AS DEFENDANT(S):
You are being sued by the person(s) named above as
Plaintiff(s). A copy of the claim has been sent  to you at your
address as stated in the caption above.
The lawsuit will be heard in the following small claims court:
Marathon Count Courthouse
Telephone Number of clerk of court: 715-261-1300
Courtroom/Room Number: Branch 6
Address: Sara Quirt-Sann Memorial Courtroom
Address: 500 Forest Street
City: Wausau  State: WI  Zip: 54403
On the following date and time:
Date: 01-08-2020  Time:  10:00am
If you do not attend the hearing, the court may enter a
judgment against you in favor of the person(s) suing you.  A
copy of the claim has been sent to you at your address as
stated in the caption above.
A judgment may be enforced as provided by law.  A judgment
awarding money may become a lien against any real estate
(property) you own now or in the future, and may also be
enforced by garnishment or seizure of property.
You may have the option to Answer without appearing in
court on the court date by filing a written Answer with the
clerk of court beforethe court date.  You must send a copy of
your Answer to thePlaintiff(s) named above at their address.
You may contact the clerkof court at the telephone number
above to determine if there are othermethods to answer a
Small Claims complaint in that county.
Plaintiff/Attorney
Timothy Eberhardt
Date: 12-11-19
Plaintiff’s/Attorney’s Telephone Number: 715-345-5060
WNAXLP

Legals
WNAXLP
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Ye a r s  G o n e  B y
Dec. 17, 2009
10 Years Ago

Township of Wittenberg donates 
$12,000 to the Witt-Birn Hi-Wood 
Forest and Nature Center.

 Money will be used to upgrade 
hiking trails in the 80 acres and 
make other improvements to the 
center.

Wittenberg Enterprise & Birnam-
wood News editor Miriam Nelson 
starts up Your Community Shopper 
to fill the advertising void left by the 
demise of the Northerner. 

The vision is to promote a strong 
economy by shopping locally.

Northcentral Technical College 
partners with University of Wiscon-
sin-Green Bay for Registered Nurse 
and Bachelor of Science Nursing 
degree program.

Obit: Fabian Corozalla, 74, 
Birnamwood.

Marriage: Betheny Marble, Eland, 
married Daniel Grant, Fort Bragg, 
California, on Nov. 9 in St. Thomas, 
U.S. Virgin Islands.

Lindsey Janikowski and Alex Za-
strow are Wittenberg-Birnamwood 
High School students of the week.

Charger Girls basketball beats 
Shiocton 105-18 and beats Bonduel 
56-32.

WBHS athlete of the week is Rick 
Parker.

Dec. 14, 2000
19 Years Ago

Long’s Twin Barn Farm, Witten-
berg, loses barn and 85 cows in fire.

Mielke Fine Arts Center com-
plete expansion project started five 
years ago.

Births: Caleb Christopher was 
born Dec. 6 to parents Chris and 
Lisa Butler, Holmen. Grandparents 
are Howard and Betty Halbeslaben, 
Birnamwood. Jeremy Robert was 
born Dec. 5 to Michael and Becky 
Richard of Schofield. Foster grand-
father is Carl Ellefson of Witten-
berg.

Obits: Betty Brow, 73, Elderon; 
Ardellis Draeger, 65, Wittenberg.

WBHS students of the week 

are Chris Hawley and Jenny 
Vanderkooy.

Dec. 15, 1994
25 Years Ago

WBSD board votes to spend 
$50,000 to modernize outdated com-
puter system.

Sen. Roger Breske (D-Eland) op-
poses cuts in aid for town roads.

Amanda Hanson and Joey Gretz 
are selected as WBHS students of the 
week.

Selected for the Daughters of the 
American Revolution — Good Citi-
zen Award is Jenni Day, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Day, Eland.

Floyd Doering, Madison, receives 
Distinguished Service to Agriculture 
award. Doering was the agriculture 
education teacher at Wittenberg 
High School for 16 years.

Mike Schulta, Birnamwood, re-
ceives District Award of Merit from 
the Rib Mountain chapter of the Boys 
Scouts of America.

Birth: Samuel Andrew was born 
Dec. 6 to Terry and Shirley Well-

hoefer, Birnamwood.
WB grapplers fall to Bonduel 37-

30.

Dec. 13, 1956
63 Years Ago

Beulah Folkedahl, author of the 
historical narrative “A Dream Come 
True - The Homme Homes of Wit-
tenberg” will be autographing copies 
of her book Dec. 15 at the Wittenberg 
Enterprise office. Books are $3.

Obit: Mrs. Tena Panko, 76, El-
deron.

Birth: A son was born Dec. 7 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Ostrowski, 
Eland.

Marriage: Betty Mae Verkuilen, 
Eland, married Elroy Koskey, Hatley, 
on Dec. 8.

Marine Cpl. Archie Kluck, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfonse Kluck, Wit-
tenberg, is stationed at Marine Corps 
Air Station in Iwakuni, Japan.

Wedding dance for Lila Beyer and 
Lawrence Klitzka is set for Dec. 15 
with music by the Jolly Jolka-Dots.

ABOVE: Wittenberg Food Pantry coordinator Tammy Meverden receives a $1,000 donation from Dave 
Schmidt, treasurer of the Wittenberg-Birnamwood FFA Alumni. The food pantry has been helping 
people in the school district for over 11 years and this year has helped feed approximately 165 people 
each month. The pantry is able to accomplish this through donations of money, food and volunteer 
time from social groups such as the FFA Alumni, churches, school groups and individuals in surrounding 
communities.

$0/53*#65&%

Donations made to local groups

LEFT: Donald Aanonsen, president of the Wittenberg Trail Blazers Snowmobile Club, receives a $2,000 
check from Sally Jo Stevens, of the Wittenberg Tourism Commission, at its annual fundraiser Dec. 7 at 
the Wittenberg Best Western.

$0/53*#65&%



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2019  t��/&8�.&%*"��t��XXX�OFXNFEJB�XJ�DPN��t��PAGE 43

Cryptoquote: It’s a strange world of language in which skating on thin ice 
can get you into hot water. — Franklin P. Jones

Murder covers up contaminated land
Last week I was reading a book 

that I really didn’t want to rush 
through, and I’m glad I didn’t. 
“Murder in the Mountains” by Helen 

Goodman was 
worth a nice, slow 
read.

This is one of 
Goodman’s seven 
books in the Al-
lison Aldridge 
Mystery series, so 

I definitely want 
to read more of 
them.

Leona Whitley 
and her husband, Dick, ran a well-
known apple orchard just outside of 
Upton, North Carolina. 

Due to Leona being a late-in-life 
baby, she and her niece Allison were 
only a few years apart in age and 
formed a strong bond.

Allison spent most of her sum-
mers helping Dick and Leona with 
their apples. They became even clos-
er after Dick’s early death. Allison 
grew up, went to college, became a 
Physical Education  teacher, married 

and had a son and a daughter.
After the first marriage failed, 

Allison’s snoopy nature brought her 
to become an amateur sleuth, solv-
ing several crimes. During one such 
case, Allison met and fell in love with 
Detective Fred Sawyer. 

Fred soon retired from the force, 
and the two are enjoying life as a 
middle aged married couple. But that 
serene quiet is spoiled by a call from 
Sheriff Sam Babcock.

He tells Allison that her beloved 
aunt has died in a fall down her base-
ment steps. Shocked and heartbro-
ken, Allison makes plans to head 
for Upton. Sadly, Fred has a school 
safety conference in Dallas and can’t 
accompany her. They plan to stay in 
touch until he can join her.

Once in Upton, Allison goes 
directly to the sheriff’s office to find 

out how the accident happened. 
The report states that her gentle-
man friend Harry found Leona. She 
must have gone to the basement but 
slipped and fell, hitting her head. 
A cookbook open to an apple pie 
recipe was open on the table. But 
that explanation doesn’t sound right 
to Allison.

If Leona was going to the base-
ment, she would have turned on the 
light, and it was off. Leona was a 
master baker and never needed a rec-
ipe. Leona never locked her doors, 
but Harry had to use a key to get in. 

A visit to the funeral home brings 
up another question. Her fresh nail 
polish was smudged. If Leona was 
planning to go out to dinner with 
Harry, why would she go to the base-
ment before her polish dried?

Allison can’t wait for Fred to ar-
rive, but a freak snowstorm has him 
trapped in Dallas. Then when he 
tries to drive to Upton, he ends up 
in a hospital after a car crash. Shar-
ing her concerns with Sam spurs a 
further investigation.

Officer Andy Cox is assigned to 

the case, and Allison immediately 
sees a lot of her son, Dan, in the 
young officer. Together they look 
into a probable stalker hanging 
around the farm. While walking the 
property, Allison discovers that the 
once-pristine Cider Creek is stained 
and probably contaminated.

When Andy stops at an aban-
doned paper mill, he is captured. 
Soon the “dumpers” have Allison in 
their clutches, too. It takes a mi-
raculous rescue from an unexpected 
individual to get them to safety. 

But just when it looks like they 
have the culprit figured out, the 
plot takes a wild twist. As the killer 
closes in, Allison will need not only 
her wits, but also a lot of luck on her 
side.

We all know that friends aren’t 
always friends and those we some-
times fear are harmless, but a good 
author can make you wonder right 
up to the last chapter. Your public 
library has dozens of books that will 
keep you guessing. This would be a 
good week to drop by and check it 
out.
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