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Hobil Bravo-Perez, 19, was 
arrested last week and 
charged last week in the 
sexual assaults of three 
teenage girls, one of whom 
was 12 at the time. He is also 
believed to be in the country 
illegally.
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Birnamwood 
teen arrested  
on sex charges         

Hearing to look 
at Wittenberg 
water rates
Water rates are expected 
to go up about 60% in the 
village of Wittenberg if the 
Public Service Commission 
approves the request. A 
public hearing on the rate 
hike is planned for Oct. 10
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EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN AT ANTIQUE STORE
Locals Paul and Nancy Pehlke peruse possible purchases at Shops on Grand at 203 E. Grand Ave. in Wittenberg on Saturday. The newly opened antique store has 
displays from several vendors and is open Fridays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. MIRIAM NELSON | NEW MEDIA
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SPORTS   The Chargers’ 
volleyball team improved 
to 2-0 in conference 
play after taking care of 
Bonduel on Thursday. 
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& BIRNAMWOOD NEWS Wittenberg water 
rates could rise 60%
Village schedules 
public hearing on 
utility rate hikes

By KEVIN MURPHY
Correspondent

MADISON — An Oct. 10 public 
hearing on a request to double 
the cost of water for Wittenberg 
Municipal Water and Sewer Utility 
customers adds another event to 
the utility’s unusually active year.

In March, the water utility 
filed its first comprehensive rate 
case since 1995 on an order from 
the Public Service Commission. 
The utility had reported losses of 
$141,317 during the two previous 
years and had little cash on hand, 
which triggered the PSC to require 
a utility to file a rate case.

While reviewing the water rate 
application, PSC staff learned that 
the water utility had been replacing 
outdated water meters with auto-
mated meters since 2015 without 
PSC authorization.

In June, the PSC ordered a halt 
to the meter project to investigate. 
Earlier this month, the PSC repri-
manded the utility for not seeking 
authorization before swapping out 
the old meters. On Sept. 16, the PSC 
authorized the project, which lifted 
the cease and desist order it had is-
sued in June, and allowed the utility 
to recover the project’s cost in the 
pending water rate case.

Village Board President William 
Switalla said the meter project was 
nearly completed when ordered to 
halt, and it should be finished by 
the end of the year. Utility employ-
ees have been swapping out the 
manual-read meters with automat-
ed devices along with their other 
duties.

The PSC put the cost of the 
meter project at $132,000, which 
shocked Switalla. He said it was 
probably closer to $35,000.

“We budgeted for it every year 
… at about $10,000 for the materials 
… since we were already paying the 
employees,” he said.

Many municipalities around the 
state have been reprimanded by 
the PSC for gradually replacing old 
meters with new ones. They didn’t 
know that the PSC looks at a proj-
ect’s total cost, and not the annual 
cost, which elevates the dollar fig-
ures on paper and puts them under 
the PSC’s jurisdiction.

The new meters transmit usage 
data that can be read without hav-
ing to visit each meter location. It 
used to take two days to read all the 
meters in the village quarterly; now 
it will take two hours, Switalla said.

Customers will appreciate the 
new meters’ ability to better detect 
uncommon usage amounts, which 
can indicate a problem or leak that 
could lead to huge bills for the un-
used water and require correction 
action. The PSC will require the 
utility to review customer data and 
try to resolve cases within a month 
when the meters indicate unusually 
high or low consumption, based on 
parameters set by the utility.

The old meters contained 
lead; some were 30 years old, and 
replacements parts were getting 
difficult to find.

Since the village had gone more 
than two decades without filing a 
comprehensive rate case, the pend-
ing case calls for a 60% overall in-
crease in rates. Average residential 
customers currently paying $52.90 
quarterly for 9,000 gallons of water 
would pay $84.54 for the same vol-
ume of water under the new rates.

Those dollar amounts include 
the Public Fire Protection fee 
charged for hydrant maintenance 
and other firefighting-associated 

expenses the water utility incurs. 
Rates for commercial, industrial 
and public entity customers are 
also subject to change.

The PSC is taking comments on 
the rate request at an Oct. 10 public 
hearing at 3 p.m. in the Community 
Room of the Wittenberg Commu-
nity Center, 208 Vinal St., Witten-
berg. Sewer charges are also billed 
quarterly, but those rates are set 
locally.

The water utility’s total expenses 
have been exceeding its revenue in 
three of the past four years, with 
it posting a net negative income of 
$72,382 last year. This year, PSC 
staff estimates a $29,192 negative 
net income on estimated revenues 
of $142,293 and total expenses of 
$171,485.

However, Switalla say the util-
ity’s cash flow isn’t as bad as what 
the PSC represents. The total 
expenses include about $60,000 
annually in depreciation costs, a 
non-cash item that doesn’t impact 
the utility’s bank balances.

“Every year, the village (govern-
ment) may pay some thousands of 
dollars into the utility, but we don’t 
write very big checks to cover the 
utility,” he said.

Switalla doesn’t put much stock 
in the PSC wanting utilities to cal-
culate depreciation costs into total 
expenses. The PSC states that doing 
so gives a more complete view of 
the long-term cost of operating a 
utility.

“If we need to replace a treat-
ment plant, we’re going to have to 
borrow money for it. We don’t have 
that kind of money laying around, 
and keeping tabs on depreciation 
won’t help pay for it, either,” he 
said.

Switalla expects the PSC to act 
on the rate request by the end of 
the year and for the new rates to 
take effect in early 2020.
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Meet Matthew Christian, ag teacher at WBHS
New ag building 

will provide great 
learning experience 

for students
By MIRIAM NELSON

Editor’s Note: The Enterprise and 
News recently chatted with Matthew 
Christian, the agriculture teacher who 
is starting his second year at Witten-
berg-Birnamwood High School.

Q: Where did you go to school?
A: I went to the University 

of Wisconsin-River Falls for ag 
education. My goal was to be an ag 
teacher.

Q: What motivated you to pur-
sue teaching?

A: In high school, I was interested 
in ag and forestry and those types of 
classes. But I didn’t know I wanted 
to be a teacher until my senior 
year when I had an ag teacher that 
really made a connection with the 
students, and that appealed to me. I 
want to inspire more people like me 
to get interested in the ag industry.

Q: What first interested you in 
agriculture?

A: I didn’t grow up on a farm, but 
I like to say I was raised on a farm. 
My dad quit the family farm and 
started his own business in welding 
and stainless fabrication. My grand-
parents had a 40-cow farm north of 
Wausau, so I would help my grand-
pa and uncle on the farm.

Q: What is your style for 
teaching?

A: I’m big on the hands-on learn-
ing aspect. Kids are in classes all day 

long, and this is a different approach. 
They get to get their hands dirty and 
experience something different. I’m 
about giving kids the opportunity to 
learn in a different way. I want stu-
dents to realize how expansive the 
field is and how everything is tied to 
agriculture.

Q: What will you be hoping to 
do in the new building?

A: We’re hoping to work with 
a few pigs and a few goats. I think 
they’re easier to work with and less 
intimidating for the kids. With the 
livestock, I’m hoping to have two ro-
tations. I want to have the students 
treat them like show pigs so they 
can get the experience of washing 
them, walking them, keeping track 
of the food they eat and their growth 
rate so they’re able to do a cost 

analysis. With the goats, it will be 
easier to treat as a breeding program 
so they get to learn about the breed-
ing process and handling pregnant 
goats and the babies.

There will also be a brand new 
greenhouse, which will be part of 
the new structure. We will be able 
to increase our flowers and veg-
etable crops. We normally do the 
greenhouse sale, which is a big fund-
raiser for the students. It gives them 
the opportunity to interact with the 
customers and get experience grow-
ing and marketing products.

We’ll have an aquaponics area 
where we’ll have a tank with fish in 
it and then attempt to grow lettuce 
and other aquaponic plants.

Q: What brought you to Witten-
berg-Birnamwood High School?

A: I taught in Thorp my first year, 
but that wasn’t an ideal fit for me. 
Also, I was still living in Wausau, 
so that was an hour commute each 
way. Bill Hass, the principal at 
Birnamwood, had been the principal 
at Thorp. I had a close relationship 
with him, and he told me about the 
job opening. I applied right away 
and took the job. In my interview, 
they told me about the referendum 
and the plans to add a new building. 
It’s exciting to be a part of it.

Q: How popular is the ag pro-
gram and FFA at WBHS?

A: I have an average of about 
20 students per class, and I teach 
all four years. We have over 120 
kids interested in FFA already, and 
I’m hoping to reach 150 by next 
semester. Leadership development 
events through FFA offers students 
the opportunity to improve their 
professional social skills. I had 
two students last year taking high 
honors at state competition, and 
that has helped generate interest 
in FFA.

mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

Matthew Christian begins his second year teaching agriculture at Wittenberg-Birnamwood High School.
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Birnamwood teen facing sex offense charges
Bravo-Perez allegedly in the country illegally

By TIM RYAN
Reporter

BIRNAMWOOD — A Birnamwood 
teen, apparently in the country ille-
gally, has been charged with multiple 
child sex offenses, including traffick-
ing and prostitution.

Hobil R. Bravo-Perez, 19, is 
accused of the 
sexual assault 
of three female 
juveniles after 
striking up re-
lationships with 
them on Face-
book, according 
to the criminal 
complaint, in-
cluding one girl 

who was 12 years old at the time.
His alleged activities came to 

light after one of the girls, a 15-year-
old, reported a sexual assault that 
allegedly took place at Bravo-Per-
ez’s Birnamwood residence.

Shawano County authorities 
then learned of a 14-year-old girl 

who had been dating Bravo-Perez 
since June of last year.

The criminal complaint alleges 
Bravo-Perez had sexual contact 
with the girl more than 50 times 
between June and December 2018.

The complaint also alleges 
Bravo-Perez had sexual intercourse 
with a third child, a 12-year-old girl, 
between December 2018 and Febru-
ary of this year.

Bravo-Perez was arrested Sept. 
13 after sheriff’s deputies executed a 
search warrant at his residence.

According to the criminal 
complaint, Bravo-Perez has used 
multiple aliases and was in posses-
sion of two fake U.S. Permanent 
Resident cards and a fake Social 
Security card.

He had been going by the name 
Alexis Bravo on his Facebook page, 
which is also the name the girls 
knew him by, according to the 
complaint.

According to the complaint, 
Bravo-Perez did not speak English 
and had been using his iPhone to 

translate Spanish to English when 
he was in contact with the girls.

The complaint states Bravo-
Perez was in the country illegally, 
along with his two brothers who 
were at the Birnamwood address 
when the search warrant was ex-
ecuted.

One of the brothers, Edgar B. 
Bravo-Perez, 22, has been charged 
with a felony count of possession 
of methamphetamine. He was also 
scheduled for a plea hearing Thurs-
day in an unrelated case where 
he faces misdemeanor counts of 
operating while intoxicated-causing 
injury and hit-and-run.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Hobil and Edgar Bravo-Perez 
had each been cited in the past 
for operating a vehicle without a 
license and were using false names 
at the time of those incidents.

The third brother, Jorge Luis 
Bravo-Perez, 29, is listed by the 
border patrol in Texas as an in-
admissible alien, according to the 
criminal complaint.

Hobil Bravo-Perez could face a 
maximum 60 years in prison if con-
victed of first-degree sexual assault 

of a child under the age of 13.
He is also charged with traffick-

ing of a child, for allegedly solicit-
ing a child to have sex for money. 
The complaint alleges Bravo-Perez 
offered one of the girls $50 to have 
sex with him.

That charge carries a maximum 
40 years in prison and a $100,000 
fine if convicted.

He is also charged with two 
related felony counts of child en-
ticement and child enticement for 
the purpose of prostitution, each of 
which carries a maximum possible 
penalty of 25 years in prison and a 
$100,000 fine.

Bravo-Perez is also facing felony 
counts of sexual assault of a child 
under the age of 16 and repeated 
sexual assault of a child, each of 
which carries a maximum penalty 
of 40 years in prison and a $100,000 
fine.

Bravo-Perez was ordered held 
Wednesday on a $100,000 cash 
bond set by Judge James Habeck. 
He is due back in court for an ad-
journed initial appearance Sept. 30.

tryan@newmedia-wi.com

HOBIL BRAVO-PEREZ

Fake documents hid presence of illegal immigrants
One arrested on 

multiple felony sex 
offense counts

By TIM RYAN
Reporter

BIRNAMWOOD — False docu-
ments and multiple aliases hid the 
presence of three Birnamwood 
residents alleged to be in the coun-
try illegally, including one now 
facing multiple sex offense charges, 
according to the Shawano County 
Sheriff’s Department.

Hobil R. Bravo-Perez, 19, has 
been charged with first-degree 
sexual assault of a child under the 
age of 13, trafficking of a child, child 
enticement, child enticement-pros-
titution, sexual assault of a child and 
repeated sexual assault of a child.

He was arrested Sept. 13 at his 
residence in Birnamwood after au-
thorities executed a search warrant.

The complaint states Bravo-Per-

ez was in the country illegally, along 
with his two brothers who were at 
the Birnamwood address when the 
search warrant was executed.

One of the brothers, Edgar B. 
Bravo-Perez, 22, has been charged 
with a felony count of possession of 
methamphetamine. He was also fac-
es misdemeanor counts of operating 
while intoxicated-causing injury and 
hit-and-run.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Hobil and Edgar Bravo-Perez 
had each been cited in the past for 
operating a vehicle without a license 
and were using false names at the 
time of those incidents.

The third brother, Jorge Luis 
Bravo-Perez, 29, is listed by the bor-
der patrol in Texas as an inadmis-
sible alien, according to the criminal 
complaint.

That wasn’t known by authori-
ties at the time the search warrant 
was executed, according to Shawano 
County Sheriff’s Detective Chris 
Gamm.

“It wasn’t until later in the day 
when I was looking at the criminal 
histories that I saw that notification 

on his criminal history,” Gamm said.
Gamm then contacted the Mil-

waukee office of U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement.

“They’re aware of the case, and 
that’s their jurisdiction,” he said. 
“We have not been contacted by 
them to assist in locating him yet.”

Gamm said fake paperwork pre-
vented the other two brothers from 
being caught sooner for their illegal 
status.

“At the house, we found fake U.S. 
Permanent Resident cards and fake 
Social Security cards, which is what 
they were using for employment, or 
what they told us they used to gain 
employment,” he said.

Gamm said those false docu-
ments could have also been used 
when stopped by law enforcement.

“I’ve stopped a few from out of 
the country and I see these cards 
also,” he said. “Unless they are in 
the database when we run them 
under the name that they’ve given, 
they could give us any name. Right 
now we don’t have a good process 
to identify them. If they don’t have 
any ID on them, we’re stuck using 

the information that they give us.”
The county jail does have an 

identification system that is tied 
in with the national Automated 
Fingerprint Identification System, 
which scans fingerprints and scans 
all other available databases for 
identification.

“Everyone in every jail across the 
country, when they’re fingerprinted, 
their fingerprints go into that AFIS 
system,” Gamm said.

“We’re working on getting some 
of those units in the car, because 
people lie to us all the time,” he 
said.

Gamm said, however, that putting 
the system into squad cars would be 
costly and would take multiple steps 
to access the AFIS system remotely.

Gamm said fake immigration 
documents often “look real enough” 
to the lay person, but often don’t 
have the official government decals 
or protections on the ID.

“A lot of time we don’t know 
that,” he said. “We’re always behind 
the technology.”

tryan@newmedia-wi.com
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Legals
WNAXLP

#1107
Sept 11, 18, 25  2019

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
Notice Setting Time to Hear 

Application and Deadline for Filing Claims
Case No. 19PR74

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
Daniel A. Baker
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth 4/12/1926 and date of
death 7/29/2016, was domiciled in Shawano County, State of
Wisconsin, with a mailing address of 139 Humphrey Circle,
Shawano, WI 54166. 
3. The application will be heard at the Shawano County
Courthouse, Shawano, Wisconsin, Room probate before
Darlene Hoffman, Probate Registrar, on October 15, 2019.
You do not need to appear unless you object. the application
may be granted if there is no objection.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against the decedent’s
estate is  December 20, 2019.
5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano County Courthouse,
Shawano, Wisconsin, Room  probate.
6. This publication is notice to any persons whose names or
address are unknown.
Darlene Hoffman
Probate Registrar
Attorney Mary Rose Orcutt
Geimer & Orcutt Law, S.C.
2333 Riverside Drive
Green Bay, WI 54301
920-432-4433
Bar Number: 1043259

WNAXLP

#1108
Sept 11, 18, 25  2019

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
Notice to Creditors
Case No. 19PR73

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
Thomas C. Schweitzer
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth 12/09/1932 and date of
death 7/10/2019, was domiciled in Shawano County, State of
Wisconsin, with a mailing address of 306 W. Picnic St,
Shawano, WI 54166. 
3. All interested persons waived notice.
You do not need to appear unless you object. the application
may be granted if there is no objection.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against the decedent’s
estate is  December 13, 2019.
5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano County Courthouse,
Shawano, Wisconsin, Room  probate.
6. This publication is notice to any persons whose names or
address are unknown.
Diane Hartwig
121 E. Madison St.
Clintonville, WI 54929
715-460-4744

WNAXLP

#1109
September 11, 18, 25

2019 
STATE OF WISCONSIN

CIRCUIT COURT
SHAWANO COUNTY
Case No. 19CV142

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR NAME CHANGE HEARING
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME CHANGE OF:
Mhylei MayLouise Druckrey
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
A petition was filed asking to change the name of the person
listed above:
From: 
(First) Mhylei
(Middle)MayLouise
(Last)Druckrey
To:
(First)Mhylei
(Middle)MayLouise
(Last)Christensen
Birth Certificate:
(First)Mhylei
(Middle)MaryLouise
(Last)Druckrey
IT IS ORDERED:
This Petition will be heard in the Circuit Court of Shawano
County, State of Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Habeck
Place: Circuit Court Br., 1
Shawano, WI 54166
Date: 10/18/2019
Time: 11:15 am
WNAXLP

Legals
WNAXLP

#1110
September 11, 18, 25

2019 
STATE OF WISCONSIN

CIRCUIT COURT
SHAWANO COUNTY
Case No. 19CV141

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR NAME CHANGE HEARING
IN THE MATTER OF THE NAME CHANGE OF:
Tinisa Leigh Marie Druckrey
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
A petition was filed asking to change the name of the person
listed above:
From: 
(First) Tinisa
(Middle)Leigh Marie
(Last)Druckrey
To:
(First)Tinisa
(Middle)Leigh Marie
(Last)Christensen
Birth Certificate:
(First)Tinisa
(Middle)Leigh Marie
(Last)Druckrey
IT IS ORDERED:
This Petition will be heard in the Circuit Court of Shawano
County, State of Wisconsin:
Judge’s Name: Habeck
Place: Circuit Court Br., 1
Shawano, WI 54166
Date: 10/18/2019
Time: 11:15 am
WNAXLP

#1113
Sept 11,18,25  2019

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

SHAWANO COUNTY
Case No. 19PR76

Notice to Creditors
(Informal Administration)

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
ROBERT J. WESTPHAL
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:
1. An application for informal administration was filed.
2. The decedent, with date of birth August 26,1946 and date
of death June 23,2019 was domiciled in Shawano County,
State of Wisconsin, with a mailing address of N3477
Evergreen Rd.,Pella, WI 54950.
3. All interested persons waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a claim against the decedent’s
estate is December 23,2019.
5. A claim may be filed at the Shawano County Courthouse,
Shawano, Wisconsin, Room Probate
Darlene Hoffman
Probate Registrar
9/4/2019
Michael Steber
345 Williamstowne, 
Delafield, WI 53018
262-646-4850
1005518

WNAXLP

#1122
September 25, 2019

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
SMALL CLAIMS

OUTAGAMIE COUNTY
AMENDED SUMMONS

FOR PUBLICATION
Case No.2013-SC-2623

STUMPF MOTOR COMPANY, INC.
2501 West Wisconsin Avenue
P.O. Box 771
Appleton, WI 54912-0771
Plaintiff
vs
Cody J. Watzka
W5188 Northwood Drive
Shawano, WI 54166
Defendant
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, to said Defendant
You are being sued for:
$10,000 plus costs, interest, and attorney fees. 
If you wish to dispute this matter, you must then be in
Courtroom H, Human Services Building, 410 South Walnut
Street, Appleton, Wisconsin 54911, on October 7, 2019 at
9:30 am.
If you do not appear, a judgment may be given to the person
suing you for what the person is asking.
You are encouraged to bring with you all papers and
documents relating to this matter, but there is no need to
bring witnesses at this time.

Legals
WNAXLP

#1133
September 25, 2019

T970337
STATE OF WISCONSIN

CIRCUIT COURT
MENOMINEE COUNTY
Case No. 19SC000619

SMALL CLAIMS 
AMENDED SUMMONS

SECURA SUPREME 
INSURANCE COMPANY
AS SUBROGEE OF 
JOSEPH G MASTEY AND
KARYN M MASTEY
Plaintiff,
vs.
JOHN J QUINN JR
Defendant.
TO: JOHN J QUINN
230 S ANDREWS ST #3
SHAWANO, WI 54166
You are being sued by: SECURA SUPREME INSURANCE
COMPANY AS SUBROGEE OF JOSEPH G MASTEY AND
KARYN M MASTEY
in the Small Claims Court of Shawano County located at 311

N. MAIN ST. SHAWANO, WI 54166
A hearing will be held at 1:00 p.m. on October 14, 2019.  If
you do not appear, a judgment may be given to the party
suing you.  A copy of this amended summons along with the
summons and complaint is being mailed to you.
Dated at Milwaukee, Wisconsin this September 9, 2019.
KOHN LAW FIRM S.C.
BY: JENNIFER ANDERSON
Plaintiff's Attorney 
State Bar No. 1030556
735 N. Water St., 
Suite 1300
Milwaukee, WI 53202
(414) 276-0435

WNAXLP

Dated this 3rd day of September 2019.
By David G. Ahrens
Ahrens, Veternick & Norby, LLP
Attorneys for Plaintiff
225 N. Richmond St. Suite 201
Appleton, WI 54911
State Bar No. 01015611
920-739-7781

WNAXLP

Kohl Foundation 
seeks nominees 

for educator 
awards

MILWAUKEE — Nominations of 
Wisconsin teachers and principals 
are being accepted for the 2020 
Herb Kohl Educational Foundation 
teacher fellowship and principal 
leadership awards.

Awards are $6,000, with an ad-
ditional $6,000 grant going to the 
school of each selected teacher and 
principal. The deadline for submis-
sions is Oct. 8, and nominations 
can be submitted online at www.
kohleducation.org.

Established in 1990, the Herb 
Kohl Educational Foundation 
awards 100 fellowships and 16 lead-
ership awards annually from among 
all applicants throughout the state.

For teachers or principals to be 
eligible, they must be nominated 
by a parent, student, other teacher, 
community member or school 
administrator. Wisconsin teach-
ers and principals in grades pre-K 
through 12 who plan to continue in 
their current capacity for at least 
one year are eligible.

The Herb Kohl Educational 
Foundation Fellowship rewards 
teachers who have demonstrated 
superior ability to inspire love of 
learning in their students, have 
motivated others and have pro-
vided meritorious service both in 
and outside the classroom. It also 
recognizes and supports principals 
who demonstrate administrative 
leadership and positively influence 
school culture.

Selection of recipients will be 
made by a state-level panel com-
posed of representatives from the 
Wisconsin Newspaper Association, 
cooperative educational service 
agencies, Wisconsin Council of 
Religious and Independent Schools, 
several education-related asso-
ciations and community repre-
sentatives. Since the program was 
established in 1990, the foundation 
has awarded more than 6,000 total 
grants to Wisconsin teachers, prin-
cipals and their schools for a total 
of $10.6 million.

www.newmedia-wi.com
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Never underestimate 
the value of friendship

I’ve always had a wide circle of 
friends and am grateful for those 
who were in my life for only a brief 
period, as well as for the ones who 
have been lifelong friends.

I never really had much trouble 
making friends until I moved to the 

Twin Cities. I 
suppose it was 
the sheer size 
coupled with the 
fact that I never 
had the good for-
tune to work for 
stable companies 
the first decade 
I was there. I re-
member expect-
ing the people I 

met to welcome me with open arms 
— who couldn’t use another friend?

What I failed to factor in was the 
fact that many of the people who 
lived there were natives and not 
transplants like me. They already 
had their circles of friends and 
rarely felt the need to expand those 
borders.

I would imagine that a great deal 
of my sense of community came 
from my parents, who were trans-
plants to this area. Working at the 
“children’s home,” it was their job 
to make these kids feel welcome in 
what must have been strange and 
terrifying times for them. Many 
times, the children who came to live 
at Homme were there because one 
parent had died and the other had to 
work to support the family.

Many times I’ve thought about 
what it must have been like for a 
single mother or father to entrust to-
tal strangers to the care of their fam-

ily. It must have been a very strange 
feeling of trepidation and also relief. 
The bonus of having parents work 
in child care is that you got to wit-
ness compassion and understanding 
of the human condition on a daily 
basis.

I’m sure their work was not 
always easy, but I never really saw 
too much of that as they always kept 
any troubles at work. The payoff 
for them was certainly not financial, 
but their wealth in friendships was 
astounding.

Mom and Dad weren’t too much 
older than some of the families that 
stayed there. As the children left to 
create a lives and families of their 
own, they often stopped back to 
visit. Everyone was welcome at our 
home, and several became longtime 
friends.

There was one man who was 
particularly colorful in his expres-
sions and exuberance for life. One 
Thanksgiving he stopped by the 
house to tell Mom and Dad of his 
latest adventure. He wasn’t an edu-
cated man, but he had a vast amount 
of interesting life experiences from 
his years in the trucking business.

As a young adult, home from 
college, I was fascinated listening to 
this man weave a tale that seemed, 
at times, highly unlikely. I learned 
a lot that day about meeting people 
where they are at. Mom and Dad 
never judged or argued with him. 
They just graciously let him tell his 
tales and were happy to set an extra 
place at the table for him.

Miriam Nelson is the news editor of the Wittenberg 
Enterprise & Birnamwood News. Readers can contact 

her at mnelson@newmedia-wi.com

MIRIAM NELSON



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2019  PAGE 39

Wednesday’s

Heartache and hardship for Russian immigrants
No matter how busy or tired I am, I 

can always unwind with a book.
This week I chose “The Little 

Bride” by Anna Solomon. I didn’t think 
I’d like it, but it 
just kept me turn-
ing pages.

In the late 
1800s, Russia is 
in turmoil. Jews 
are in peril. Hor-
rifyingly violent 
pogroms are 
creeping closer to 
Odessa, where the 
orphaned Minna 

Losk is living with a once wealthy 
aunt.

She has almost nothing of her own 
and must sneak food while her aunt 
sleeps. At 16, she decides to escape by 
becoming a mail order bride.

She is one of the few passengers 
to escape the misery of being seasick 
so must assume the responsibility of 
helping the others. Death and broken 

dreams are all around her, but she 
holds onto hope that her new husband 
will be handsome, rich and kind.

Minna is met at the harbor by 
Jacob Getreuer, the son of her future 
husband, Max. Together they travel 
across America to South Dakota. 
Along the way, Minna learns that she 
will be living on a homestead where 
Max and his sons are trying to eke 
out a living without the tools or skills 
required.

The house she hoped for is nothing 
more than a hole dug into the side of a 
hill furnished with crates and scrapes. 
Minna isn’t prepared for this life, but 
she solemnly does her best. She soon 
learns that Max was supposed to 
become a rabbi and married a woman 
of means, but it became apparent that 

Max lacked the leadership skills to lead 
a congregation.

As the pogroms spread, the family 
left for America and a new start. Sadly 
Max was as stubborn as he was devout. 
When offered a chance to home-
stead near Chicago, Max refused the 
financial help offered to fellow Jews 
and went off the South Dakota totally 
unprepared.

Minna can see that Max has no 
heart for farming as he usually watches 
as Samuel and Jacob do their best to 
prepare the fields, plant crops and 
manage the daily tasks. Jacob is the 
friendly, talkative one, while Samuel is 
remote and almost unfriendly.

When Max is nice to Minna, she 
feels like he treats her like a child. 
With a little advice from her (5 miles 
away, prosperous) neighbor, Minna 
learns how to deal with a sod house 
and what comes with it, but she re-
mains utterly sad and lonely.

Eventually, Max receives a divorce 
so he and Minna can marry. The wed-

ding is hosted by their neighbors, but it 
is far from a festive affair. Life quickly 
returns to the same sad routines — 
until a prairie cyclone destroys with 
little they have.

Suddenly they must accept the hos-
pitality of non-Jews. It is almost more 
than Max can bear, but it allows Minna 
hope for a future with some happiness. 
As the weeks pass, Minna realizes that 
she is strongly attracted to Samuel, and 
that he’s been avoiding her because he 
feels the same.

With near brutal suddenness, Max 
dies and Minna and Samuel realize 
they can’t be together. Thus begins 
Minna’s quest for a place to call home 
without the constraints of religion, 
marriage or family.

We’ve never known the fear that 
gripped Europe in the time Minna 
lived, but we can see and feel it 
through a well-written book. Your 
public library has dozens of such 
stories. Stop by soon so you can check 
it out.

AT A GLANCE
BOOK: “The Little Bride”
AUTHOR: Anna Solomon
PUBLISHER: Riverhead Books
PUBLISHED: Sept. 6, 2011

B O O KS  A N D  ST U F F

JAN JONES
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