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It is difficult to select 
one play throughout a 
team’s season to pinpoint 
why it finished how it did, 
but for the 2025-26 Packers, 
one moment in particular 
paved the way for Green 
Bay’s early playoff exit.

Late in Green Bay’s 
Week 15 matchup with the 
Denver Broncos, star pass 

rusher Micah Parsons went 
down with a non-contact 
knee injury while chasing 
Broncos quarterback Bo 
Nix. Parsons’ knee injury 
resulted in a torn ACL, 
ending his season and 
beginning a long offseason 
of recovery.

While Green Bay was 
in a position to make the 
playoffs, which it ultimate-
ly did, losing one of the 
best players in the league 
proved to be a nail in the 
coffin, as the Packers lost 
each of the final four games 
of the season.

Before Parsons was 
injured though, the Pack-
ers looked like one of the 
top contenders to win the 
Super Bowl.

After a disappointing 
end to the 2024-25 season, 
Green Bay retooled, trad-
ing for Parsons and giving 

quarterback Jordan Love 
another offseason of much-
needed development. This 
quickly gave Packer fans 
hope as Green Bay came 
out of the gates hot and 
destroyed the Detroit Lions 
in a highly anticipated 
matchup, with Parsons re-
cording a sack in his debut.

The Packers rolled 
through its next game 
against Washington in a 

similar manner, by utilizing 
a heavy pass rush and mak-
ing its opponent make the 
mistakes.

After starting 2-0, Green 
Bay went to Cleveland, 
where it faced Joe Flacco 
for the first time this sea-
son. In a defensive slog, a 
Brandon McManus missed 
kick proved to be the dif-
ference, as the Browns 
pulled off the upset and 
handed the Packers its first 
loss of the season.

Looking to bounce back, 
the Packers traveled to 
Dallas in a Sunday Night 
Football that was expected 
to be a major matchup, as 
Parsons returned to the 
team that just traded him. 
Parsons continued to shine 
in this game, as he record-
ed two quarterback hits 
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In one of the most un-
likely Super Bowl match-
ups, based off of preseason 
odds, football fans across 
the world are treated to 
a match up between the 
Seattle Seahawks and the 
New England Patriots on 
Feb. 8.

Coming into the season, 
the Seahawks and the 

Patriots were not expected 
to be the last two teams 
standing, as both Seattle 
and New England had its 
win total set at just over 
eight. While that was the 
case, it was hard to argue 
that these two teams were 
not the best two teams 
throughout the majority of 
the 2025-26 NFL season.

For Seattle, the story of 
its offseason was moving 
on from quarterback Geno 
Smith and bringing in Sam 
Darnold, who Minnesota 
had let go in favor of the 
younger J.J. McCarthy. 
Even though Darnold won 
14 games with the Vikings 
last season, the jury was 
still out on if he could be 

among the elite signal call-
ers in the league.

Darnold more than 
proved that to be true, as 
he finished the season with 
4,048 passing yards and 
25 passing touchdowns, 
while becoming just the 

second quarterback to win 
14 games in back-to-back 
seasons, the first being 
Tom Brady.

“We believe in him, 
this building believes in 
him, the city believes in 
him, and you know, it is 

awesome to run out on the 
field with him,” said Seattle 
Seahawks wide receiver 
Jaxon Smith-Njigba.

Smith-Njigba is set to 
continue his magnificent 
season in the Super Bowl 
as the Ohio State alum has 
staked his name as one of 
the best playmakers in the 
game. With his ability to 
line up all over the field, 
Smith-Njigba brings versa-
tility and will be a problem 
for the Patriots’ defense all 
evening.

With Smith-Njigba and 
Darnold enjoying great 
seasons, Seattle’s biggest 
strength on offense has 
been its run game. Led by 
offensive coordinator Klint 

Kubiak’s run schemes, 
running back Kenneth 
Walker will be Seattle’s 
go-to offensive weapon in 
the game.

The bread and butter of 
Seattle’s team this season 
though has been the stellar 
play of its defense. Seattle 
finished the season giv-
ing up just 17.1 points per 
game, which ranked first in 
the NFL.

Similar to Darnold, 
Seattle’s defense is loaded 
with castaway players, in-
cluding Leonard Williams 
and DeMarcus Lawrence 
on the defensive line and 
Ernest Jones, who acts 

Injuries, inconsistent play doomed Packers in 2026
Season ends 

with Wild Card 
game loss 
for second 

straight year
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QBs, defense 
expected to 

dominate

Seattle quarterback 
Sam Darnold was 
the starting QB 
for the Minnesota 
Vikings in 2024. 
Allowed to leave at 
the end of the sea-
son, he signed with 
the Seahawks and 
guided the team to 
this year’s Super 
Bowl.
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SEAHAWKS, PATRIOTS TO FACE 
OFF IN SUPER BOWL REMATCH

Mike Vrabel, now coaching New 
England, was the leader of the Ten-
nessee Titans in 2023.
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Seattle coach Mike Macdonald 
stands on the sidelines at Lambeau 
Field in August 2025.
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New England 
Patriots quarter-
back Drake Maye 
passes against the 
Houston Texans 
during the second 
half of an NFL 
divisional playoff 
football game Jan. 
18 in Foxborough, 
Mass. 
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Micah Parsons celebrates after sacking Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers.		             GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Matt LaFluer signed a contract ex-
tension after the season ended.

GREG MELLIS | 
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and one sack, but the game 
ended in a 40-40 tie.

In an incredible of-
fensive performance, 
both Love and Cowboys 
quarterback Dak Prescott 
finished the game with 
300-plus passing yards and 
three passing touchdowns.

After the tie to Dal-
las, Green Bay got hot. It 
avenged its loss to Flacco, 
by beating him in the 
second matchup after he 
was traded in-season to the 
Cincinnati Bengals after 
Joe Burrow went down 
with an injury.

Shortly after the 
Bengals win, Green Bay 
took down Arizona before 
traveling to Pittsburgh 
in one of the most antici-
pated matchups in recent 
memory, as this was the 
first time Aaron Rodgers 
was playing against Green 
Bay. Green Bay’s offense 
was too much for Rodgers 
and Pittsburgh to over-
come as Love outdueled 
his former mentor, throw-
ing for 360 yards and three 
touchdown passes.

Tight end Tucker Kraft 
also staked a claim as best 
tight end in the league 
during this game, as he 
finished with 143 yards and 
two touchdowns on seven 
receptions.

“I told (Rodgers) that I 
have a lot of love for him, 
so it was very fun to go 
against him,” said Love, on 
his interaction with Rodg-
ers after the game.

Green Bay’s three-
game win streak came to a 
screeching halt during its 
Week 9 matchup with the 
Carolina Panthers. While 
Carolina would eventually 
win the NFC South and 
make the playoffs, losing 
to the Panthers in a cold 
November game felt like a 
bad loss.

In a 16-13 loss, Green 
Bay’s (to this point) stellar 
defense was run all over, 
as Panthers running back 
Rico Dowdle picked up 
130 yards and two touch-
downs. Stalling in the red 
zone, two turnovers and a 
missed field goal proved to 
be too much for the Pack-
ers to overcome as well.

Even though the loss 
stung, Kraft went down 
with a knee injury in the 
game, ending his season 
as he was later diagnosed 
with a torn ACL.

Looking to rebound on 
a Monday night against the 
Philadelphia Eagles, Green 
Bay once again lost in a 
boring defensive matchup. 
After no points were 
scored through the first 
two quarters of the game, 
Philadelphia jumped out to 
a 10-point advantage after 
a DeVonta Smith touch-
down in the fourth quarter. 
Green Bay was unable to 
make up the double-digit 
deficit, as it scored just 
seven total points.

Sitting at 5-3-1, while 
nowhere near out of 
playoff contention, it felt 
like the season was getting 
away from Green Bay. The 
Packers looked themselves 
in the mirror and ripped 
off four straight victories 
over the New York Giants 

and each of the three divi-
sional opponents.

These games were 
highlighted by Love throw-
ing for a career high four 
touchdown passes against 
the Lions and Keisean 
Nixon coming away with 
a game-ending intercep-
tion of Bears quarterback 
Caleb Williams in the first 
of three matchups between 
the teams.

The four straight wins 
pushed Green Bay’s record 
to 9-3-1, giving the team 
the lead in the division and 
setting its eyes on coming 
away with the NFC’s top 
seed in the playoffs.

That’s when the season 
took a turn though. Green 
Bay’s next matchup came 
at Denver. With no playoff 
scenarios at stake in this 
game, a win would have 
been great for the Pack-
ers, but getting back home 
without any major injuries 
was the number one prior-
ity. Parsons was eventually 
lost for the season and 
(while it wasn’t fully true 
at the time), so were the 
Packers’ chances at con-
tending for a Super Bowl.

After losing Parsons 
and losing to the Broncos, 
the Packers suffered three 
more losses to end the 
regular season.

The first came against 
the Bears, after Green Bay 
collapsed in the fourth 
quarter. Chicago scored 
13 points in the fourth and 
after recovering an onside 
kick pushed the game to 
overtime in a game started 
by back up quarterback 
Malik Willis. Green Bay’s 
possession in overtime 
stalled, and Chicago 
finished its comeback by 
Williams connecting with 
DJ.J. Moore for a walkoff 
touchdown.

Looking to bounce back, 
Green Bay dropped its last 
home game of the season 
to the Baltimore Ravens, 
after Ravens running back 
Derrick Henry recorded 
the best game of his hall-
of-fame career, finishing 
with 216 rushing yards and 
four rushing touchdowns 
on 36 carries.

Finally to end the 
season, even with losses 
in each of the last three 
games, Green Bay had 
locked up the NFC’s sev-
enth seed, it took on the 
Minnesota Vikings. Love 
and Willis both sat out the 
game, as Clayton Tune was 
given the start at quarter-
back. Green Bay’s offense 
struggled, as it was only 
able to pick up 121 total 
yards and three points, 
losing 16-3 and ending the 
season on a four-game los-
ing streak.

Even with the injuries 
to Parsons and Kraft and 
the regular season ending 
as it did, vibes were high 
as Green Bay and Chicago 
matched up for the third 
time.

The Packers went into 
the game favored, which 
may seem odd, but given 
that the Packers outplayed 
Chicago for seven out of 
the eight previous quarters 
it made sense. Even with 
the disappointing end to 

the regular season, Love 
said that this matchup 
against the team’s biggest 
rival are the moments that 
players get up for.

“Its definitely a rivalry 
game,” said Love, before 
the Wild Card matchup. 
“Since I have gotten here 
with the Packers, it is 

something you understand 
what it is playing in this 
game. I think it has amped 
up over the years and with 
us splitting, going 1-1 on 
the season, it is going to 
be at an all-time high this 
week.”

Green Bay came out 
of the gates hot, going up 

21-3 at halftime. Things all 
changed when the fourth 
quarter came around 
though. Green Bay once 
again collapsed, leading to 
a 25-point quarter for the 
Bears giving Chicago the 
31-27 victory, ending the 
Packers season.

When looking at the 
season as a whole, there 
were some good and some 

bad, but injuries to Kraft, 
Parsons, Elgton Jenkins, 
Devonte Wyatt and Zach 
Tom, on top of inconsis-
tent play for McManus, 
Nixon and Josh Jacobs 
proved to be too much for 
Green Bay to overcome, 
ultimately ending the 
season in the Wild Card 
Round of the playoffs for 
the second straight season.

Jordan Love led the team to two victories over the defending NFC North Champion Detroit Lions. His performance in Detroit earned him the Madden Thanks-
giving Day MVP following a 31-24 win.							                  GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Micah Parsons  established himself as a dominant force for the Green Bay Pack-
ers after a high-profile trade, earning first-team All-Pro honors for the third time 
and a fifth straight Pro Bowl selection despite a season-ending ACL injury in Week 
15. 			                             GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Above, Tucker Kraft emerged as an elite playmaker, recording 32 
receptions for 489 yards and 6 touchdowns in just 8 games. At the 
time of his season-ending ACL injury, he was leading the team in both 
receiving yards and touchdowns. Below, Devonte Wyatt’s  injury dur-
ing  the  Thanksgiving  game  against  the  Detroit  Lions  was  a  signifi-
cant setback as he was out for the season.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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BY JACOB 
WESTENDORF
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The Super Bowl LX 
matchup is set, and it’s a 
rematch from Super Bowl 
XLIX with the New Eng-
land Patriots set to take on 
the Seattle Seahawks.

The last 
time the 
two teams 
met, it was 
an instant 
classic with 
Malcolm 
Butler pick-
ing off Rus-
sell Wilson 
at the goal 
line in the 
final minute 
to preserve 
a 28-24 vic-
tory for the 
Patriots.

This time 
around, 
the two 
teams are 
drastically 
different, 
but they 
do share a 
common 
characteris-

tic in the front office.
Eliot Wolf is the Pa-

triots’ de facto general 
manager, who helps run 
the football department in 
New England even if he 
does not have an official 
title.

In Seattle, it’s John 
Schneider who runs Se-
attle’s football operation; 
he has Seattle in their third 
Super Bowl since he took 
over.

Of course, both Schnei-
der and Wolf were in 
Green Bay to start their 
careers under the general 
manager stewardship of 
Eliot’s father, Ron Wolf.

Eliot Wolf is also 
flanked by Alonzo High-
smith, who was in Green 
Bay under Wolf and Ted 
Thompson as well.

The trend of poach-
ing talent out of Green 
Bay or the Ron Wolf tree 
continued this offseason 
with Jon-Eric Sullivan ac-
cepting the job in Miami 

to become the Dolphins’ 
general manager.

Shortly after Sullivan 
was hired, he brought 
Packers’ defensive coordi-
nator Jeff Hafley with him 
to be their head coach.

Hafley had a success-
ful two-year stint as the 

defensive coordinator in 
Green Bay. The defense 
finished strong in his first 
season and was off to a 
great start in 2025 until 
Micah Parsons went down 
for the season with a torn 
ACL.

Hafley’s defense fin-

ished with a thud, which 
culminated with a 25-point 
collapse in the fourth 
quarter of what turned out 
to be Hafley’s final game in 
Green Bay.

While there is some 
frustration to be had about 
the Packers only having 

three Super Bowl ap-
pearances and two titles 
since 1992 with three 
consecutive franchise 
quarterbacks, it’s a level 
of success that really isn’t 
able to be measured across 
the league.

The Packers represent 
a lot of things in the NFL, 
and one of those is sta-
bility. The Packers have 
almost always been good 
since 1992. Under Brett 
Favre, they had just one 
losing season, going 4-12 
in 2005.

They’ve never had a 
losing season under Jordan 
Love and had just two un-
der Aaron Rodgers when 
he did not miss significant 
time with an injury.

Three losing seasons 
in more than 30 years is 
enviable to anyone across 
the league.

Furthermore, Ron Wolf 
is in the Hall of Fame, 
and he’s seen his disciples 
grow up to be successful 
general managers in their 
own way once they were 
able to sit in the big chair.

Thompson was a pupil 

of Wolf’s in Green Bay and 
took two separate teams 
to the Super Bowl — los-
ing Super Bowl XL with 
Seattle to Pittsburgh and 
winning Super Bowl XLV 
against Pittsburgh when he 
came to Green Bay.

Thompson was elected 
to the Packers Hall of 
Fame for the excellence 
in Green Bay during his 
tenure.

When Thompson 
moved on, he gave way 
to Brian Gutekunst, who 
has overseen the turnover 
from Rodgers to Love. He 
has not won a champion-
ship yet, but he helped 
streamline a rebuild in 
Green Bay, moving away 
from Rodgers and handing 
the keys to Love.

The most successful 
pupil of Wolf has been 
Schneider. Schneider 
is about to see his team 
participate in its third 
Super Bowl since he took 
over. They’ve won one 
of the two Super Bowls 
they’ve played in and will 
be favored to win this one 
as well.

Wolf helped oversee a 
rebuild in New England, 
which was reeling from 
Tom Brady’s departure 
in free agency, but Wolf 
helped find his eventual 
long-term successor in 
Drake Maye.

Wolf does not yield the 
same power that Schnei-
der does and is more of a 
partner with Mike Vrabel 
but still has been part of 
the organization’s rise back 
to a national power.

Wolf and Schneider are 
two examples. Another is 
John Dorsey, who helped 
build Kansas City’s core 
that fell one win short of 
three consecutive Super 
Bowl titles. He had some 
success in Cleveland, as 
well.

With a track record 
like what we’ve listed 
above, it makes sense why 
struggling teams, like the 
Dolphins, would want to 
follow the blueprint of 
stability that has been the 
Green Bay Packers during 
the last 30 years.

The formal transition of leadership from Mark Murphy to Ed Policy took place in July at the annual shareholders 
meeting at Lambeau Field. Policy is the 11th president and CEO of the franchise. 

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Packers’ front office staff makes mark on NFL
Schneider, Wolf help guide their teams to Super Bowl LX

Christian Watson returned from a ACL injury, finishing with 35 receptions for 611 yards and six touchdowns in 10 games. Watson celebrates a TD abasing the 
Ravens.										                      GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Brian Gutekunst is 
the Packers gen-
eral manager.
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Defensive coordi-
nator Jeff Harley 
left the Packers 
for Miami.

GREG MELLIS | 
GREEN & GOLD 
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as Seattle’s quarterback 
on defense, at the inside 
linebacker position. The 
presence of those three in 
the front seven have given 
Seattle’s young second-
ary ample opportunity to 
shine.

While Seattle’s defense 
has been arguably the best 
in the league this season, 
New England’s is not far 
behind. The Patriots have 
given up just 17.3 points 
per game, which ranks 
second behind Seattle.

What has been interest-
ing about New England’s 
defense is that it does not 
feature many household 
names. Milton Williams, 
who slots in at the defen-
sive tackle position, was a 

major pickup this offsea-
son, after he spent the first 
four seasons of his career 
in Philadelphia, winning a 
Super Bowl.

Defensive back Chris-
tian Gonzalez joins Wil-
liams as the superstars on 
this defense, as the 23-year 
old has quickly established 
himself as one of the best 
at his position in the game.

If there is a household 
name for this defense in 
the organization, it has 
to be head coach Mike 
Vrabel.

Patriots and football 
fans alike will remem-
ber Vrabel from being a 
fixture on the early 2000’s 
New England Patriots 
Super Bowl teams. Rack-

ing up sacks and catching 
touchdowns on offense as 
a tight end, Vrabel quickly 
established himself as 
a fan favorite in New 
England.

After retiring, Vra-
bel moved to coaching, 
where he took various 
jobs, before becoming the 
Patriots head coach at the 
beginning of the season. 
Using his experience and 
knowledge as a Super 
Bowl-winning defensive 
mind, Vrabel quickly 
established the Patriots as 
one of the better defensive 
units in the league.

In reality, New Eng-
land and Seattle are built 
similarly. Vrabel and Se-
ahawks head coach Mike 

Macdonald are defensive 
minds, both teams feature 
strong rushing attacks, 
and both teams are not 
afraid to win ugly.

The key to winning the 
game for both teams is 
going to come down to the 
play of the quarterbacks. 
After winning 28 games in 
the last two seasons, Dar-
nold looks ready to play, 
while Patriots quarterback 
Drake Maye is still some-
what of a mystery.

The 23-year old has 
performed as one of the 
better quarterbacks in the 
NFL this season, as he 
finished the regular season 
with a real shot of winning 
the most valuable player 
award. As he is set to 

become the second young-
est quarterback to start a 
Super Bowl, behind Dan 
Marino, keeping his com-
posure is going to be key 
for the Patriots’ offense to 
move the ball.

Luckily for Maye, he 
is at his best when under 
pressure, as his running 
ability has allowed him to 
limit turnovers when the 
pocket breaks down or 
receivers don’t get open. 
With so much of his ca-
reer ahead of him, Maye is 
ready for the biggest game 
of his career.

“We have a chance to 
go win the Super Bowl 
and that’s what it is. That’s 
pretty cool,” said Maye.

With so much atten-

tion surrounding the 
quarterback play and the 
defensive dominance, one 
under-the-radar player 
to watch in this game is 
Seahawks’ wide receiver 
and kick returner Rashid 
Shaheed.

Seattle acquired 
Shaheed from the New 
Orleans Saints this season, 
and he has been a force 
for Seattle. Shaheed has 
the ability to provide 
quick points and great 
field position, as he has 
recorded four touchdown 
returns in his four-year 
career, including return-
ing the first kick for a 
touchdown in Seattle’s Di-
visional matchup against 
the 49ers.

In a loss to the Baltimore Ravens, Christian Watson recorded a season-
high 113 receiving yards and a 39-yard touchdown.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

MOMENTS OF 2025

Defense delivered a dominant performance against the Detroit Lions dur-
ing the 2025 season, winning both regular-season matchups, the unit stifled 
Detroit’s high-powered run game.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Daniel Whelan delivered a historic performance, leading the league in punt-
ing average and earning First-team All-Pro honors from Pro Football Focus. 
He shattered several Green Bay Packers franchise records, including single-
season gross yards per punt (51.7) and net punting average (43.9).

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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Who will stay, and who will go?
BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express 

With Green Bay’s sea-
son ending prematurely, 
the team is taking some 
time off before moving to 
the new season.

When the new season 
opens, the first thing that 
needs to be looked at for 
the Packers is how it is 
going to handle a few unre-
stricted free agents on the 
2026 roster. The Packers 
will enter the new season 
over the cap by about 
$3, million, meaning that 
money is going to have to 
be moved around. Whether 
it be cutting or restructur-
ing contracts, the 2026-27 
Packers team is undoubt-
edly going to look different 
than this season’s team.

It makes sense to start 
with the unrestricted free 
agents. Being an unrestrict-
ed free agent means that a 
player’s contract with their 
current team has expired, 
and they have met the 
minimum league experi-
ence requirements to sign 
with any team in the NFL 
without any restrictions.

Let’s start on the offen-
sive line.

Rasheed Walker came 
to Green Bay as a seventh-
round selection in 2022 
and has started 48 games 
protecting quarterback 
Jordan Love’s blindside. 
Walker has had an up-and-
down career so far, as he 
has proved much better in 

pass protection than run 
blocking.

Looking at the most re-
cent outing, Walker looked 

confused and had one of 
his worst games against the 
Bears in the playoffs. With 

tackle being a very difficult 
position to fill in today’s 
NFL, Walker is going to be 
attractive in free agency, 

meaning that Green Bay 
should expect to lose him 
this offseason.

The other big name for 
Green Bay on the offensive 
line is Sean Rhyan. After 
drafting Rhyan in the third 
round of the 2022 NFL 
draft, this past season was 
the first real season where 
Rhyan was able to show-
case his play.

Part of the reason why 
Rhyan was drafted was 
for his versatility to play 
nearly anywhere on the 
offensive line, something 
that we saw this season. In 
2025, Rhyan logged snaps 
at center and both guard 
spots, with his best play 
coming at the center posi-
tion after Elgton Jenkins 
went down with the injury.

With injuries plagu-
ing Jenkins over the last 
year, bringing Rhyan back 
should be in the cards 
for Green Bay as he has 
proven to be a solid run 
blocker, while providing 
starting quality snaps at 
center and being a great 
depth piece at each guard 
spot.

“It has kind of been the 
theme of my career,” said 
Rhyan, after being asked if 
he has the ability to move 
around the offensive line 
and proving doubters 
wrong early in his career. 
“You have to bend, not 
break. So I stayed ready, so 
it has been OK so far.”

Green Bay has a major 
decision to make at the 

wide receiver position with 
Romeo Doubs.

Throughout his career, 
Doubs has proved to be 
as solid as they come, 
recording 2,424 yards and 
21 touchdowns through 
four seasons. Given the 
injury history of Christian 
Watson and the inconsis-
tent play of other Packers 
receivers, Doubs has prob-
ably been asked to play at 
a higher level than he is 
capable of, but with all of 
the inconsistency, Doubs 
has proved to be the go-to 
guy on passing downs for 
Love.

Unfortunately, Doubs’ 
time in Green Bay might 
be numbered as Watson 
signed a $13.25 million 
extension in September, 
and the Packers selected 
Matthew Golden and Sav-
ion Williams in the most 
recent draft. Doubs should 
be an attractive name in 
free agency, where he can 
either sign to a rebuilding 
team as the wide receiver 
one or to a contender as a 
wide receiver three.

The other big name on 
offense is Malik Willis, 
who has certainly revital-
ized his career as a backup 
quarterback. In replace-
ment of Love this season, 
Willis proved that he is 
capable of being a starting 
quarterback in this league, 
highlighted by his 300-plus 
yard, three-touchdown 
performance against 
Baltimore.

Nate Hobbs and Rashan Gary failed to live up to high expectations and significant financial investments.
GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Quay Walker  posted a career-
high  128 total tackles  despite miss-
ing three games.

GREG MELLIS | 
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Linebacker Isaiah McDuffie celebrated his first career interception Minneso-
ta Vikings on Nov. 23, 2025.                         GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Romeo Doubs  led the team in receptions (55), targets (85) and receiving 
yards (724). He set career highs in yardage and matched his impact as a red-
zone threat with six touchdowns.              GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Malik Willis in  four games completed 30-of-35 passes (85.7%) for 422 yards, 
three touchdowns and no interceptions, finishing with a nearly perfect 145.5 
passer rating	                                       GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Kingsley Enagbare appeared in all 17 
regular-season games. stepping into 
a larger role following a season-end-
ing injury to star edge rusher Micah 
Parsons. 

GREG MELLIS | 
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Sean Rhyan appeared in most games 
and finished the season with 808 of-
fensive snaps.

GREG MELLIS | 
GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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BY JACOB 
WESTENDORF

Green & Gold Express

The Super Bowl is 
upon us, and for the 15th 
consecutive season, the 
Green Bay Packers are not 
playing in it.

The Packers made the 
postseason with a 9-7-1 
record and bowed out in 
the first round of the post-
season with a collapse in 
the fourth quarter against 
their most hated rival, the 
Chicago Bears.

Now, the attention in 
Green Bay turns to the off-
season and how they’ll be 
able to improve the team 
and bring back some of 
the players set to be free 
agents.

The NFL has had a sal-
ary cap since free agency 
began in 1993, with one 
major exception. The 
NFL was uncapped before 
the collective bargaining 
agreement expired during 
the 2010 season.

Ironically enough, 
that’s the year that the 
Green Bay Packers, the 
NFL’s smallest market, 
won the Super Bowl.

The Packers used their 
cap space a season ago 
to acquire Micah Par-
sons, and it was the most 
impactful move they’ve 
made since signing Reggie 
White all the way back in 
1993.

The salary cap can be 
manipulated with differ-
ent levers, triggers and 
separate rules to restruc-
ture contracts. That just 
simply moves money into 
the future.

We’ve seen the Packers 
operate that way in the 
twilight years of Aaron 
Rodgers. For example, 
David Bakhtiari was no 
longer on the team in 
2024, but due to some 
of the restructuring and 
moving of money within 
his contract, he was still 
counting against Green 
Bay’s salary cap.

Kenny Clark was an 
example of that during the 
2025 season as well. Some-
times, it’s a price worth 
paying to keep players in 
the present. Other times, it 
can end in disaster.

Saving cap space is the 
name of the game when 
resources are not unlim-
ited like they are for some 
teams in Major League 
Baseball.

One way to do that is to 
pay a player with signing 
bonuses up front to spread 
the money across sev-
eral years to save money 
against the cap.

According to X, Pack-
ers salary cap guru Ken 
Ingalls said one of the best 
examples of this practice 
is quarterback Jordan 
Love.

Love received a $75 
million signing bonus 
when he signed his new 
contract in 2024; it was 

spread across the cap over 
five years and paid in $15 
million installments.

The bet the Packers are 
making is that Love will 
be their quarterback for 
the next five years, which 
after the way he played 
this season, he absolutely 
should be.

If, for whatever reason, 
the Packers decided to 
move on, there would be 
ramifications in the form 
of dead cap. That happens 
when a player’s money 
counts against the salary 
cap without him being on 
the team.

A present example 
would be like what we just 
talked about with Love. 
Love has been paid $30 
million of that signing bo-
nus due to the two install-
ments of the $75 million 
signing bonus, there would 
be a $49.9 million dead cap 
charge for the remainder 
of the guaranteed money 
on Love’s contract, in ad-
dition to the additional $45 
million they would owe 
him.

Most examples are 
not that extreme, but the 
possibility of dead cap is 
one of the risks that teams 
take when they hand out 
market-setting contracts 
and push money into the 
future.

Think of it like consis-
tently paying the mini-
mum on your credit card 
statement.

In terms of what is 
available to the Packers 
for this offseason, that is 
to be determined. There 
are some moves that they 
will have to make to get 
under the salary cap just 
to operate in 2026.

One of the easiest 
moves for them will likely 
be releasing offensive line-
man Elgton Jenkins.

Jenkins did not look 
like the same player last 
year, and releasing him 
will create about $19 mil-
lion in salary cap space.

Other potential cut can-
didates to save cap space 
include defensive end 
Rashan Gary, running back 
Josh Jacobs, cornerback 
Keisean Nixon and kicker 
Brandon McManus.

The Packers will be 

able to use some money in 
free agency, but how much 
they’ll have to spend will 
depend on what they do 
with some of the afore-
mentioned players. They’ll 
also likely be restructuring 
some contracts and push-
ing money into the future.

That’s the price of hav-
ing a market-setting quar-
terback and a star defen-
sive player like Parsons.

Of all their players who 
are set to be free agents, 
the most likely to be 
re-signed appeared to be 
Quay Walker, but he noted 
midseason they had not 
talked about his contract 
in quite some time.

Don’t be surprised 
if any of Green Bay’s 
pending unrestricted free 
agents like Walker, Ro-
meo Doubs and Rasheed 
Walker all end up playing 
elsewhere in 2026.

On Aug. 28, 2025, the Green Bay Packers acquired All-Pro edge rusher Micah 
Parsons  from the Dallas Cowboys in a monumental trade, making him the 
highest-paid non-quarterback in NFL history at the time.

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Jordan Love had a strong year, leading the team to the playoffs with a solid statistical performance, including 23 touchdowns, six interceptions, more than 
3,300 passing yards and a high passer rating.						                 GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Packers pushing up against cap space for 2026
Team has cash options with personnel moves, free agents
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0   Christian Gonzalez..........CB
2   Harold Landry III.......LB
3   DeMario Douglas......WR
7   Carlton Davis III.....CB
8   Stefon Diggs........WR
9   Kayshon Boutte.....WR
10   Drake Maye....QB
11   Joshua Dobbs........QB
13   Mack Hollins.......WR
14   Robert Spillane......LB
15   Marte Mapu........LB
16   Tommy DeVito....QB
17   Bryce Baringer.......P
18   Kyle Williams......WR
19   Kobee Minor......DB
21   Jaylinn Hawkins......S
22   Charles Woods......CB
24   Dell Pettus........S
25   Marcus Jones..........CB
28   Alex Austin.......CB
31   Craig Woodson......S
32   TreVeyon Henderson...RB
33   Anfernee Jennings......LB
36   Andy Borregales.....K
37   Jack Westover.......FB
38   Rhamondre Stevenson..RB
41   Brenden Schooler......S
43 Bradyn Swinson....LB
44   K’Lavon Chaisson......LB
47   Julian Ashby.......LS
48   Jahlani Tavai.......LB
49   Chad Muma........LB
51   Jack Gibbens.....LB
52   Marcus Bryant.....OT
53   Christian Elliss.......LB
58   Jared Wilson........OL
59   Vederian Lowe.......OT
65   Garrett Bradbury....C
66   Will Campbell......OT
70   Caedan Wallace......OT
71   Mike Onwenu.....OL
74   Thayer Muford Jr......OT
76   Morgan Moses......OT
77   Ben Brown.......C
81   Austin Hooper.....TE
82   C.J. Dippre.......TE
85   Hunter Henry......TE
86   Elton Chism III......WR
90   Christian Barmore.....DT
91   Elijah Ponder.......LB
94   Cory Durden......DL
95   Khyiris Tonga.....DL
97   Milton Williams....DT

0   DeMarcus Lawrence....LB
2   Drew Lock......QB
3   Nick Emmanwori.....S
4   Michael Dickson.....P
5   Jason  Myers.......K
6   Jalen Milroe......QB
7   Uchenna Nwosu.....LB
8   Coby Bryant......S
9   Kenneth Walker III....RB
10   Cooper Kupp......WR
11   Jaxon Smith-Njigba...WR
13   Ernest Jones IV......LB
14   Sam Darnold.....QB
18   Elijah Arroyo......TE
19   Jake Bobo........WR
20   Julian Love.......S
21   Devon Witherspoon...CB
22   Rashid Shaheed.....WR
27   Riq Woolen.......CB
28   Nehemiah Pritchett....CB
29   Josh Jobe..........CB
36   George Holani.....Rb
38   Brady Russell........FB
39   Ty Okada........S
40   Robbie Ouzts......FB
41   Chris Stoll........LS
42   Drake Thomas.....LB
48   Tyrice Knight.....LB
51   Jared Ivey.......LB
52   Patrick O’Connell.....LB
53   Boye Mafe.........LB
55   Olu Oluwatimi.....C
57   Connor O’Toole......LB
58   Derick Hall...........LB
61   Jalen Sundell..........C
64   Christian Haynes.....G
67   Charles Cross.......T
72   Abraham Lucas.....T
74   Josh Jones.........G/T
75   Anthony Bradford......G
76   Grey Zabel...........G
78   Mason Richman.......T/G
79   Amari Knight..........T
81   Eric Saubert.......TE
83   Dareke Young......WR
88   A.J. Barner........TE
89   Nick Kallerup......TE
90   Jarran Reed......NT
91   Byron Murphy II.......DT
94   Mike Morris.......DE
95   Brandon Pili.........NT
98   Rylie Mills.......DE
99   Leonard Williams....DT

Will draft give Packers the 
pieces they need to win?

BY LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

After two straight 
seasons losing in the Wild 
Card Round of the playoffs, 
there may be some more 
changes within the depth 
chart of the Green Bay 
Packers.

Packers general man-
ager Brian Gutekunst has 
made a number of splashes 
in recent years, bringing in 
Josh Jacobs, Xavier McKin-
ney and Micah Parsons. 
Add into the fact that 
Jordan Love and Christian 
Watson were recently ex-
tended, and it has become 
clear that the nucleus of 
Green Bay is set.

With a large sum of 
money tied up in that nu-
cleus, it is likely that Green 
Bay is not going to be very 
active when it comes to 
signing the big name free 
agents who are going to 
warrant bigger contracts. 
That doesn’t mean that 
Green Bay is going to sit on 
its hands, though.

It is going to be difficult 
for Green Bay to bring 
back all of its unrestricted 
free agents, so to refill the 
team, Gutekunst and his 
staff are going to have to 
penny pinch and find those 
diamonds in the rough.

“Any opportunity you 
have to help your football 
team, you have to look at it 
and discuss it as a group,” 
said Gutekunst.

Historically, Gutekunst 
has opted to fill out the 
roster throughout the draft. 
This season though, Green 
Bay will be without a first 
round pick, as it was traded 
to Dallas for Parsons. 
Gutekunst may be active to 
pick up additional picks in 

the draft, but as it stands, 
Green Bay’s first selection 
will be pick 52.

Given that Green Bay 
is probably going to need 
to fill its offensive line, if 
it can’t re-sign Rasheed 
Walker, Sean Rhyan or 
both, that pick seems likely 
to be a piece there. North-
western’s Caleb Tiernan 
looks like a piece that 
Green Bay can slot in at the 
tackle position.

If Green Bay elects to 
go to the defensive side 
of the ball, Indiana defen-
sive back D’angelo Ponds 
or Texas Tech defensive 
lineman Lee Hunter are 
certainly in the cards to be 
selected.

With the Packers lack of 
premium draft capital, find-
ing a piece or two in free 
agency has to be at the top 
of Gutekunst’s priority list.

Defensive back Martin 
Emerson, who has spent 
his first four years in 
Cleveland, looks like he 
can be a relatively cheap 
player who has the tools 
to start immediately on 

the outside for Jonathan 
Gannon’s defense. If Green 
Bay is looking to bolster its 
offensive line through free 
agency, D.J. Humphries, 
who spent this past season 
with the Los Angeles 
Rams, would be a budget-
friendly veteran who could 

immediately produce.
One other interest-

ing spot that Green Bay 
will likely need to fill this 
offseason is the backup 
quarterback position.

Malik Willis is likely to 
be a starting quarterback 
for a different team next 
season, leaving a void on 
the Packers depth chart. 
Green Bay has historically 
looked toward the late 
rounds of the draft to bring 
on a quarterback.

If that trend continues 
this season, players like 
Illinois’ Luke Altmyer or 
Kansas’ Jalon Daniels could 
be the solution. If the team 
were to look toward veter-
ans, players like Gardner 
Minshew, who backed up 
Patrick Mahomes in Kansas 
City, or Trey Lance, who 
backed up Justin Herbert 
with the Los Angeles Char-
gers, could conceivably be 
wearing green and gold 
next season.

Josh Jacobs delivered one of his most impressive performances in a 27-18 victory over the Cincinnati Bengals. Battling a mid-game bout of the flu, Jacobs 
recorded a season-high 150 yards from scrimmage and two touchdowns.				               GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

Despite being the Packers’ most reliable receiver in 2025, Romeo Doubs 
(87)  is likely to test a “pass-happy” market where his value could exceed 
Green Bay’s budget.  After a stellar 2025 season where he posted a  134.6 
passer rating in relief appearances, Malik Willis (2) is expected to pursue a 
starting role.		            GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS
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