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NEXT: AT MINNESOTA, TBD

Lovless Packers clinch playoff spot

Saturday night loss to Ravens extends losing streak to three games

LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

The Green Bay Packers
locked up the seventh seed
in the NFC playoffs after
losing to the Baltimore
Ravens 41-24 on Dec. 27 at
Lambeau Field.

With Jordan Love un-
able to play in the game
due to a concussion and
shoulder injury, it was
backup quarterback Malik
Willis who took the field
for the Packers. In his first
start of the season, Willis
registered one of the better
games of his career.

He finished the game
completing 18-of-21
passes for 288 yards and
one touchdown pass. In
addition to his big game
through the air, Willis
also led the Packers in the
run game this week as he
finished the game with 60
yards and two touchdowns
on nine carries.

“(Willis) was one of the
few bright spots, I would
say, on the night in regards
to what he was able to do,”
said Packers head coach
Matt LaFleur. “I thought he
made plays, he threw the

ball accurately, and it was
kind of a crazy week in
regards to him not getting
really any reps — missed

a day being sick - came
back. He was dialed in,
man, and I thought he
played outstanding.”

In the receiving game,
Christian Watson was the
main benefactor of Willis’
big day, as he finished with
113 yards and touchdown
on five receptions. Romeo
Doubs added 62 receiving
yards on three receptions,
while Jayden Reed was
the only other player with
multiple receptions, as he
totaled 41 yards on four
receptions.

Willis’ big game was
all for nothing though, as
the Ravens dominated the
Packers on the ground.
Totaling a combined 301
rushing yards, Ravens run-
ning back Derrick Henry
had what might have been
the best game of his hall
of fame career. Henry
finished the game with 216
rushing yards and four
rushing touchdowns on 36
carries.

RAVENS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Baltimore Ravens running back Derrick Henry averaged six yards per carry  Quarterback Malik Willis led the Packers with 348 total yards, 18-for-21 passing attempts and three touchdowns. His total yards included leading the Packers

and burned the Packers' defense for 216 rushing yards and four touchdowns.
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with 60 yards rushing on nine attempts. Willis filled in for Jordan Love who did not clear concession protocolprior to Saturday’s game.
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Minnesota QB issues could help Green Bay

BY JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

Green Bay’s regu-
lar season will wrap up
Sunday with a trip to
Minnesota to take on the
Vikings.

Packers’ offense vs.
Vikings’ defense

Minnesota’s defense
just finished one of the
best performances of the
entire season in their 23-10
win over the Detroit Lions.

Minnesota’s offense
could not move the ball

at all with Max Brosmer
under center. There was
a point in the game late in
the fourth quarter where
they had a net negative in
terms of passing yards.

The defense had to
carry the day, and boy, did
they ever.

Minnesota hit and
harassed Jared Goff from
the word go. They took
the ball away six times and
sacked Goff five times on
the day.

Detroit has had a lot
of problems this year,
but putting points on the

scoreboard has not been
one of them. Thursday’s
game should be the one
that Brian Flores brings to
any potential head coach
interview this offseason.
Their defense is led by
the powerful pass rushing
tandem of Andrew Van
Ginkel and Dallas Turner.
Both men lived in Detroit’s
backfield on Thursday,
and should be looking
to do more of the same
against the Packers.
Green Bay could be
getting some reinforce-
ments back this week on

offense with Zach Tom
having missed the last two
games with a knee injury.
Could he return for a tune
up prior to the beginning
of Green Bay’s postseason
run?

The big one, of course,
is Jordan Love. Love suf-
fered a concussion against
the Chicago Bears and
was unable to clear the
protocol in time for Green
Bay’s Saturday night game
against the Baltimore
Ravens.

VIKINGS, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Christian Watson led the Packers with a total of five receptions on six tar-

gets, including a first quarter touchdown.
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RAVENS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

On top of Henry’s
big day, Keaton Mitchell
added another 31 rush-
ing yards on nine carries,
while Ravens quarterback
Tyler Huntley ran for 60
yards on eight carries.

With the strong run
game, Baltimore was not
incentivized to pass much.
Because of the run game,
Huntley finished with 107
passing yards and one

VIKINGS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Assuming he’s able to
clear the protocol, the
Packers will likely want to
get Love some snaps in a
game before they head to
the postseason.

If he does not clear the
protocol, the Packers will
still feel like they’re in a
good position to win with
Malik Willis under center.
He started the game on
fire with two comple-
tions for at least 39 yards,
including a touchdown to
Christian Watson to open
the scoring for Green
Bay against the Ravens’
defense.

Willis was the star
of the show and Green
Bay’s entire offense. He
was their leading rusher
with 60 yards on nine
carries, including two
touchdowns.

Willis is going to
receive a nice payday this
offseason, and he’ll have
earned every penny.

Packers’ defense vs.
Vikings’ offense

Minnesota’s offense is
in flux as it has been for
most of the season. Kevin
O’Connell might have a
legitimate argument to
be the NFL'’s coach of
the year with how he has
navigated his quarterback
situation. He’s started
three different quarter-
backs this season with J.J.
McCarthy being in and out
of the lineup with various
ailments.

Last week it was Max
Brosmer who helped lead
the Vikings to a 23-10
victory over the Detroit
Lions.

That’s the nice way
of saying it. The reality
was Minnesota’s defense
carried the day against a
Detroit offense that could
not stop giving the ball
away. Minnesota’s defense
forced six turnovers. The
big play of the day offen-
sively came from Jordan
Addison on a jet sweep
that resulted in a game

touchdown, completing
16-0f-20 passes. Wide
receiver Zay Flowers
was the leading receiver
for Baltimore, catching
four passes for 30 and a
touchdown.

While the total yardage
gained was not that big a
discrepancy (Baltimore
totaled 414 yards, while
Green Bay totaled 363
yards), it was Baltimore’s

dominance in the run
game that was the killer
for the Packers.

“We talked about it
after the game. We are
going to have to look in
the mirror and a lot of soul
searching,” said Packers
defensive lineman Lukas
Van Ness. “I am confident
this team will come back
together, and we are going
to play for something to

finish out the season.”

With the loss to Balti-
more, the Packers find it-
self in the midst of its first
three-game losing streak
of the season.

Even though the last
three weeks have not gone
the Packers’ way, the team
will still have at least one
more game after the regu-
lar season ends. Green Bay
is locked into the NFC’s

seven seed, where it will
need to win three games
on the road to reach the
Super Bowl. With seeding
still yet to be determined,
Green Bay’s most likely
Wild Card opponent will
be either the Philadelphia
Eagles or a third matchup
with the Chicago Bears.
Either way, one thing
is certain. Green Bay will
need to get back on track

in its Week 18 matchup
with the Minnesota Vi-
kings as it prepares for a
deep postseason run.
“We have to watch
the film about today first,
figure that out and then
watch the film on (Min-
nesota) and do what we
can to prepare a game plan
and prepare ourselves to
go out there and play ball
again,” said Willis.

Lukas Van Ness was unable to stop Ravens backup quarterback Tyler Huntley who led the Ravens to a 41-24 victory Saturday at Lambeau Field.

clinching touchdown.

For now, it’s hard to
tell who is going to start at
quarterback for Minnesota
this week. McCarthy is
nursing a hairline fracture
in his hand. O’Connell said
it was possible he could
return for this week-
end’s game. If he doesn’t,
Brosmer would be under
center again.

Minnesota’s run game
is led by former Packer
Aaron Jones, and he’s
flanked by receivers
in Addison and Justin
Jefferson.

Jefferson and the entire
Minnesota passing offense
was quiet the first time
these two teams met in

November, but this is a
different Packers defense.
Micah Parsons is not
around. Green Bay is still

adjusting to that fact.

Green Bay’s defense
got beat up in the first
half against the Baltimore
Ravens, allowing Der-
rick Henry to score three
touchdowns and rumble
for more than 100 yards.
They allowed 27 points,
which would be the sea-
son’s third-highest total all
before halftime.

The defense is also po-
tentially going to be short
at cornerback coming into
the week. Nate Hobbs and
Kamal Hadden both left
Saturdays game with inju-

ries, and their availability
is in doubt for this week.
Hadden left the game on a
cart and was immediately
ruled out of the game.
Hobbs has been banged
up all season, and his new-
est knee injury is just the
next in a string in what
has been bad injury luck
for the defensive back.
The biggest takeaway
from Saturday’s game
is that the Packers were
bludgeoned by the Ra-
vens’ run game for more
than 300 yards. They were
beaten in every imagin-
able fashion and embar-
rassed on their home field
in what will be the last
game played at Lambeau

Field for the 2025 season.
Special Teams
Minnesota’s special

teams was responsible for

the only points the Vi-

kings put up the first time

the two teams met.

Will Reichard kicked
two field goals of more
than 50 yards to get Min-
nesota their six points.

The special teams also
helped give away points
to Green Bay with a
muffed punt that resulted
in the Packers getting the
ball deep in Minnesota
territory.

Green Bay’s special
teams has been through
the mud this month, which
included a disastrous fin-
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ish to the game Dec. 20
against the Chicago Bears.
There’s no time left for
rookie mistakes, the Pack-
ers need this group to be
at their best.

The good news is
the kicking game led by
Brandon McManus and
Daniel Whelan looks like a
strength again.

The return game?
That’s another story that
won’t be solved for at
least another offseason.
Nate Hobbs was return-
ing kickoffs on Saturday
night, and he had not done
so since college. There’s
been odd decision making
in this phase of the game
all season, to put it mildly.

TIME AND DATE: TBD

LOCATION: US Bank
Stadium

TV: Fox

RADIO: Flagship WRIT-
FM Milwaukee — 95.7; Pack-
ers Radio Network includes
WIXX-FM Green Bay — 101.1,
WRLO-FM Antigo — 105.3,
WLST-FM Marinette — 95.1,
and WSAU Wausau — 550
AM and 951 FM

2025 RECORDS: Packers,
9-6-1. Vikings, 8-8.

HISTORY: The Vikings
and Packers have a rivalry
that dates all the way back

GREEN BAY PACKERS AT MINNESOTA VIKINGS

to 1961. The Packers lead the
all-time series 67-60-3.

The last time these two
teams met, the Packers won
23-6in a relatively non-
descript game offensively.
Emanuel Wilson had what is
still the only 100-yard rushing
performance for the season.
Micah Parsons and Devonte
Wyatt were dominant up
front as the Packers’ defense
tormented J.J. McCarthy
from the opening snap of the
game.

Matt LaFleur has strug-
gled a little more with the

Vikings in his career.

He is 3-4 against Kevin
O'Connell after getting swept
last year but rebounding to
win the first time these two
teams met earlier in the year.

COACHES: Packers, Matt
LaFleur, seventh season. Ra-
vens, Kevin O'Connell, fourth
season.

PACKERS SCHEDULE
Sunday, Sept. 7, vs. Detroit
Lions, W 27-13
Thursday, Sept. 11, vs.
Washington Commanders,
W 27-18

Sunday, Sept. 21, at Cleve-
land Browns, L 10-13

Sunday, Sept. 28, at Dallas
Cowboys, T 40-40 (OT)

Bye Week

Sunday, Oct. 12, vs. Cin-
cinnati Bengals, W 28-17

Sunday, Oct. 19, at Ari-
zona Cardinals, W 27-23

Sunday, Oct. 26, at Pitts-
burgh Steelers, W 35-25

Sunday, Nov. 2, vs. Caro-
lina Panthers, L 13-16

Monday, Nov. 10, vs.
Philadelphia Eagles, L 7-10

Sunday, Nov. 16, at New
York Giants, W 27-20

Sunday, Nov. 23, vs. Min-
nesota Vikings, W 23-6
Thursday, Nov. 27, at
Detroit Lions, W 31-24
Sunday, Dec. 7, vs. Chi-
cago Bears, W 28-21
Sunday, Dec. 14, at Denver
Broncos, L 34-26
Saturday, Dec. 20, at Chi-
cago Bears, L 22-16 (OT)
Saturday, Dec. 27, vs.
Baltimore Ravens, L 24-41
Sunday, Jan. 4, at Min-
nesota Vikings, TBA

NFL SCHEDULE
Sunday, Jan. 4, TBD

Carolina at Tampa Bay
Indianapolis at Houston
Cleveland at Cincinnati
New Orleans at Atlanta
Green Bay at Minnesota
Tennessee at Jacksonville
Seattle at San Francisco
Arizona at LA Rams
Dallas at NY Giants
Baltimore at Pittsburgh
Kansas City at Las Vegas
Washington at Philadel-
phia
Miami at New England
Detroit at Chicago
LA Chargers at Denver
NY Jets at Buffalo
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How many starters will
LaFleur play against Vikings?

BY JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

The Green Bay Pack-
ers have reached the end
of their regular season.
They’ll be in the play-
offs again this year, after
clinching a spot on Christ-
mas Day by virtue of the
Minnesota Vikings beating
the Detroit Lions.

The only thing left to be
determined for the Packers
is what seed they’ll have in
the playoffs.

The Vikings have had a
good season all things con-
sidered, and are looking to
finish above .500 despite a
revolving door of quarter-
backs. If any team is going
to play hard to try and
spoil Green Bay’s potential
run in a postseason, it’s
these Vikings.

More on that in our
weekly six pack.

1. Coach
of the Year?
Let’s be
clear, Kevin
O’Connell isn’t going to
win the NFL’s Coach of
the Year award. No team
that finishes around .500
is going to garner enough
national attention for
consideration. However, it
cannot be understated how
well O’Connell has done
this season.

J.J. McCarthy has strug-
gled on the rare occasions
that he’s been healthy.
When he hasn’t been
healthy, the Vikings have
been trotting out Carson
Wentz and Max Brosmer.
Despite the revolving door
at quarterback, the Vi-
kings are 8-8 coming into
the regular season finale.
They’re not going to make
the playoffs, but that does
not discount the job that
O’Connell has done con-
sidering everything that
has happened around him.

2. Rest or
Rust?
The
Packers are
in the playoffs and now
have to answer the age-old
question coming into their
regular season finale. Do
they care about resting
their players, or are they
worried about getting out
of their routine?

If the NFC North was
still in balance when the
Packers take the field
Sunday, they’d likely play
all of their top guys in an
effort to get a top seed in
the NFC playofts.

Because it’s not, the cal-
culus could change. Josh
Jacobs has been banged for
the last two months. Zach
Tom is banged up. Per-
haps the Packers could be
strategic about who plays
versus who doesn’t.

3. Backup
Plan
On that
note, could
this be a final audition for
a starting job for Malik

Matt LaFleur reacts to the Packers being penalizedfor 12 men on the field. Upon further review, the refereesreversed

the penalty to the dismay of LeFleur who continued to criticize the referees.

Willis? All Willis has done
since coming to Green Bay
is play well and put up big
numbers. That’s been true
regardless of the situation
he’s been put in since be-
ing traded to Green Bay.

If the Packers choose
the rest option as lined out
above, Willis could play a
starring role in the season
finale. He’s likely already
earned a nice contract this
offseason, but a big per-
formance could earn him
some more money.

4.)

What’s
next?

It’s hard
not to look at the Minne-
sota Vikings and wonder
what they are going to
do next. Sam Darnold
is currently leading the
NFCs top seed in Seattle.
He was in Minnesota last
year and had a renaissance
season before crashing
back to Earth in the last
two games of the year.
That caused the Vikings to
hand the keys to young J.J.
McCarthy.

When McCarthy has
played, he’s been largely
ineffective. When he
doesn’t play, it’s because
he’s been injured. He’s
missed time with three
separate injuries this
season. Does Minnesota
give McCarthy another
year? Do they look to
draft another quarterback?
Could they be a suitor for
someone like Malik Willis?
Do they aim higher for the
quarterback market?

All of those are ques-
tions the Vikings have to
answer.

5.

Farewell?

Aaron

Jones was
surprised when the Pack-
ers let him go following
the 2023 season in favor

of Josh Jacobs. He would
later sign with the Minne-
sota Vikings and has given
them two solid seasons.
With the Vikings potential-
ly approaching some salary
cap issues, this could also
be Jones’ final game in a
Vikings uniform. Further-
more, could it be the final
time he faces his former
team? Jones has made a
point to give pleasantries
to the Packers sideline
each time he’s played
them, and will certainly do
so this time as well.
6. An
Audition?
The

Packers and

their fanbase may not like

GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

to hear it, but it’s likely
they’ll be looking for a
new defensive coordinator
at the end of the season.
Jeff Hafley is likely to
garner more interest as a
head coach candidate and
would likely leave if he’s
offered a job.

In the event he is, could
the Packers look to Minne-
sota for his replacement?

Brian Flores would not
come easy, as the Pack-
ers may need to offer
additional titles, or even
compensation to get him
to Green Bay, but if there’s
any chance to add Flores
to the coaching staff, the
Packers would be wise to
explore that.
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Matthew Golden............ WR

Malik Willis....ocouereereennnne QB
Quay Walker......coeevvunnnne LB
Josh Jacobs.......coovervennee. RB
Christian Watson..........WR
Jordan Love.......ccoucuvunanae QB
Jayden Reed.................... WR
Dontayvion Wicks........ WR
Bo Melton.......cccoevevevenene. CB
Brandon McManus...........K
Daniel Whelan................... P
Javon Bullard..........cceuneee. S
Nate Hobbs...........cceuuees CB
Emanuel Wilson............. RB
Carrington Valentine....CB
Keisean Nixon................. CB
Kitan Oladapo......cccuuunenne S
Xavier McKinney............... S
Chris Brooks.......... ..RB
Evan Williams.........cco....... S
Kamal Hadden................ CB
Zayne Anderson................ S
Matt Orzech
Collin Oliver.......cceuvuuee.
Zach ToMuuveieeereeeenns
Rashan Gary
Aaron Mosby.......ccceuuee. DL
Kingsley Enagbare......... DL
Edgerrin Cooper.............. LB
Brenton Cox Jr................. DL

Isaiah McDuffie..............
Ty'Ron Hopper......
Jacob Monk..................

Rasheed Walker................ T
Aaron Banks e
Donovan Jennings......G/T
Darian Kennard............ T/G

Sean Rhyan........ccccouunenee. G
Quinton Bohanna........... DL

Jordan Morgan
Josh Whyle.......cccovevrnennees TE
Savion Williams............ WR
Romeo Doubls

Luke Musgrave............... TE
Lukas Van Ness.............. DL
Warren Brinson............... DL

Nazir Stackhosue........... DL
Karl Brooks............

Colby Wooden
Jordon Riley...........
Barryn Sorrell.................

0 Ivan Pace Jr...ccevcenennne LB
1 Jalen Nailor.......

2 lsaiah Rodgers........cccuu... CB
3 Jordan Addison............... WR
4 Myles Price....ccouevneunens WR
5 John Wolford.......cccceuuue. QB
6 Dwight McGlothern........ CB
7 Byron Murphy Jr............... CB
9 J.J. McCarthy.

11 Brett Rypien......cccceveeueee

12 Max Brosmer.....coevunane QB
13 Tai Felton

15 Dallas Turner.......cccuuees OLB
16 Will Reichard........cccceuenee. K
17 Ryan Wright

18 Justin Jefferson............. WR
22 Harrison Smith.................. S
23 Fabian Moreau

24 Jay Ward......cevvninrininins
26 Theo Jackson......ccocevevenne
27 Jordan Mason....

30 C.J.Ham

32 Ty Chandler.......cccovvuune RB
33 Aaron Jones St.......cu.... RB
36 Zavier Scott.....ccouvvreennnne RB
37 Tavierre Thomas............... S
40 Sione Takitaki

42 Andrew DePaola............. LS
43 Andrew Van Ginkel.....OLB
50 Levi Drake Rodriguez...DL

51 Blake Cashman................ LB
55 Eric Wilson..... ..LB
56 Austin Keys.....cccouovrvennnne. LB
57 Chaz Chambliss .OLB
60 Joe Huber........... G

61 Jalen Redmond..

64 Blake Brandel.................... G
65 Michael Jurgens... .G
67 Justin Skule............ T
68 Henry Byrd..... .G
73 Walter Rouse.......ccceevunee. T
74 Donovan Jackson.. .OL
75 Brian O'Neill......ccoeevvueneeees T

76 Will Fries..... .G
84 Josh Oliver..... .TE
85 Ben Yurosek....... ..TE

87 T.J.Hockenson...... .TE
89 Ben Sims....coovvevvnennnnns TE
90 Tyrion
Ingram-Dawkins.............. DL
93 Jonathan Allen............... DL
96 Tyler Batty
97 Javon Hargrave............... DL
98 BoRichter......cccocniuenas OLB
99 Elijah Williams............... DL

GAME DAY
PREDICTIONS

Meadowlands Resident

SENIOR LIVING &

MEMORY CARE

Score Prediction

Packers 24
@ Vikings 20

Who's the biggest
rival?

“The Packers
biggest rival is the
Vikings.”

Join the huddle!

(866) 584-7163
thecottagescare.com
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MOMENTS

Among the challenges during the Packers’ 41-24 loss Saturday to the Ravens, backup quarterback Malik Willis and backup center Sean Rhyan struggled with exchanging snaps, including a second quarter turnover.

TOO MANY MISTAKES

A HicH SNAP Was AMoNG THE MANY ERRORS THAT CoNTRIBUTED To A PACKERs Loss
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