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NEXT: VS. CAROLINA, NOON SUNDAY

Aaron Rodgers, Matt LaFleur and Chris-
tian Watson embraced before Sunday's
kickoff against the Steelers. Packer
fans celebrated the transition and vic-
tory as youth prevailed on Sunday.
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Packers D keeps Rodgers in check

Love's record-tying completion streak lifts Green Bay to victory

LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

Green Bay Packers
quarterback Jordan Love
outdueled former team-
mate Aaron Rodgers as
Green Bay knocked off
the Pittsburgh Steelers,
35-25 in Rodgers’ first game
against his former team
Oct. 26.

In the game of men-
tor vs. mentee, Love put
together what might have

been his best game as a
professional quarterback,
as he completed 29-o0f-37
passes for 360 yards and
three touchdowns. During
the game, Love also had

a stretch where he com-
pleted 20 straight passes,
something Rodgers has not
accomplished.

“Man, I was just play-
ing,” said Love. “I think
you get in that, as a player,
where you just start flow-
ing and playing well.

Everybody around was just
making plays as well and
executing at a high level.”
Among those who were
making plays around Love
was Packers tight end
Tucker Kraft. On National
Tight Ends Day, Kraft put
together his best game as a
pro, catching seven passes
for 143 yards and two
touchdowns. With those
143 receiving yards, 131
yards came after the catch.
“He was a beast; he was

a man possessed,” said
Packers head coach Matt
LaFleur, about Kraft.

The story of this game
can be broken down into
two parts - the first half
and the second half.

Pittsburgh jumped out
to an early 16-7 lead head-
ing into halftime, as kicker
Chris Boswell nailed three
field goals, while Rodg-
ers connected with wide
receiver DK Metcalf for a
2-yard touchdown.

On the Packers’ side in
the first half, penalties and
mistakes limited the team’s
progress. In his return
after a two-game absence,
Packers kicker Brandon
McManus missed two field
goal attempts.

Things quickly shifted
though, as out of halftime,
Green Bay held Pittsburgh
to a quick three-and-out.
They followed that up
with a 10-play, 90-yard
scoring drive, which was

capped off by an 8-yard
Savion Williams receiving
touchdown.

From there, the Pack-
ers’ offense took over the
game, with Love connect-
ing with Kraft and Josh
Jacobs scoring on the next
two drives for touch-
downs. After Kraft’s touch-
downs, McManus got back
into the groove, hitting two
field goals. Pittsburgh was

VICTORY, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

In Sunday'’s victory against the Steelers, Tucker Kraft's catches included the

first and final Packer touchdowns.
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LaFleur: ‘He was a man possessed'’

Second-round
pick rock solid
at blocking and

receiving

LUKE REIMER
Green & Gold Express

During the 2023 NFL
Draft, the Green Bay Pack-
ers needed to add some
receiving weapons to sur-
round Jordan Love to make
this pass game a consistent
part of the offense.

In the second round of
the draft, the Packers se-
lected Luke Musgrave out
of Oregon State. The team
followed that by using its
second second-round draft
pick on Michigan State
wide receiver Jayden Reed.
One more pick later in the
third round of the draft,
the Packers selected tight
end Tucker Kraft out of
South Dakota State.

While Musgrave and
Reed have established
themselves as a part of
this offense, injuries and
inconsistent play have

limited their time on the
field. The same can’t be
said for Kraft, though, as
he has quickly established
himself as one of the best
tight ends in the NFL.

Coming from Timber
Lake, South Dakota, a town
of about 500 residents,
Kraft played running back,
linebacker and punter on
his high school football
team before shifting to
tight end at South Dakota
State.

While at South Da-
kota State, Kraft became a
superstar for the Jack Rab-

bits. He was a two-time
First-Team All Missouri
Valley Conference selec-
tion, a two-time Division
1 Football Championship
Subdivision (FCS) All-
American and a one-time
FCS National Champion.

That resume seemed
to be more than enough
for Brian Gutekunst and
his staff to take a shot on
the little-known prospect;
through 41 games as a pro,
it looks like that shot is
paying off.

KRAFT, CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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VICTORY, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

able to score one touch-
down with 1:52 left in the
game, but it was too little
too late.

“When you look at it,
there were some penalties
on defense in the first half
on third down mainly, and
then offensively, it was
the same thing; we had a
couple of drops on third
down,” said LaFleur. “All
in all, we really played
three pretty good quarters,
the second quarter was
the one that we didn’t do a
very good job.”

Rounding out the
Packers’ offensive game,
Emanuel Wilson starred as
the leading rusher for the
Packers. He took 11 carries
for 61 yards. Jacobs ran the
ball 13 times for 33 yards
and the one touchdown.

In the receiving game,
Christian Watson, who
returned for his first game
of the season, finished
second in receiving behind
Kraft with 85 yards on four
receptions. Romeo Doubs
added 44 yards on thre-
receptions, while Malik
Heath chipped in 29 yards
on three receptions.

For the Steelers, Rodg-
ers finished the game
completing 24-0f-36 passes
for 219 yards and two
touchdowns.

Roman Wilson was
the main benefactor of
Rodgers’ day, catching four
passes for 74 yards and a
touchdown. Metcalf added
55 yards and a touchdown
on five receptions, while
Calvin Austin totaled 28
yards on four receptions.

In the run game, Jaylen

KRAFT, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“(Kraft) is a big time
player, and everybody has
seen what he is capable
of when he gets the ball
in his hands, just making
guys miss, running people
over and getting those
extra yards,” said Packers
quarterback Jordan Love.
“You know that any time
he touches the ball, he is
going to try to fight for all
of those yards. He is just
an explosive playmaker, so
I am just glad that every-
body is seeing what he is
all about now.”

With a fanbase clamor-
ing that the Packers need
to draft or sign a true No.
1 receiver, Kraft is quickly
making the case that he

Warren led the way for
the Steelers, rushing for 62
yards on 13 carries.

In what might have
been Rodgers’ only oppor-
tunity to play Green Bay
in his career, Love and the
Packers were able to take
down their former signal
caller. The effort stopped
Rodgers’ chances of join-
ing Brett Favre, Drew
Brees, Peyton Manning
and Tom Brady as the only
four quarterbacks to beat
all 32 NFL teams.

This might also be the
only time that Love and
Rodgers match up against
each other, with Love now
holding the 1-0 record over
his former mentor.

“I knew coming into
this week that this was
going to be a very hyped
up week and a very talked
about game for (Rodgers)
coming back and playing
against the Packers for the
first time and obviously
us going up against each
other,” said Love. “My
mindset was just trying to
come out here and focus
on getting that win, trying
to block all of that extra
stuff out and just be the
player that I need to be
and focus on what their de-
fense does and try to take
advantage of that.”

The Packers now move
to 5-1-1 on the season and
look like one of the top
contenders for a tough, but
wide open NFC. The Pack-
ers sit atop the NFC North
as they return to Lambeau
Field on Sunday for a
matchup with the Carolina
Panthers.

Sunday's prime time game and victory included a record-setting perfor-
mance from Jordan Love and a special welcome back for Christian Watson.
It was Watson's first game since injuring his knee in December against the
Bears. With 10 games remaining, the Packers are the current NFC No. 1seed.
Beginning with a drive at the end of the first half that led to Brandon Mc-
Manus' second missed field goal, Love completed 20 straight passes, tying
the franchise record set by Brett Favre in 2007. The streak ran from when
34 seconds remained in the first half until less than six minutes were left in
the game. By the end of the 35-25 victory, Love completed 29-0f-37 passes
for 360 yards and three touchdowns. In the receiving game, Watson finished
second in receiving with 85 yards on four receptions.
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can fill that role. Through
seven games this sea-
son, Kraft has totaled 30
receptions for 469 yards
and six touchdowns. He
also found a role as the
go-to receiver in the red
zone, as the Packers have
found success in getting
the ball to Kraft in the
flat and letting him run
through defenders, as Love
mentioned.

“Any time I get the
ball in my hands, all I am
thinking about is north
and south,” Kraft said.
“How can I squeeze every
amount of yard out of this
play?”

While he is a bowling
ball with the ball in his

hands, Kraft’s blocking,
both in the run and pass
game, have helped Josh
Jacobs and Emanuel Wil-
son succeed and kept Love
upright for a majority of
the season.

As has been the case in
Green Bay over the bet-
ter part of the last three
decades, the team is able
to find offensive weapons
after the first round of the
NFL Draft.

Greg Jennings, Davante
Adams, Randall Cobb and
Jordy Nelson were all
second-round picks, Don-
ald Driver was a seventh-
round pick, and Romeo
Doubs was a fourth-round
pick. It certainly looks like

Kraft has now joined that
group of top Packers play-
makers who aren’t highly
touted.

Given Matt LaFleur’s
run-first offensive scheme,
there is almost always
going to be a need for a
physical tight end who is
just as good at run block-
ing as he is at running with
the ball in his hands. Kraft
has become the player to
fill that role.

In this Packers of-
fense, Kraft is as good of
a weapon as Jacobs, and
both players are going to
need to be relied on heav-
ily as Green Bay looks to
make another deep run in
the playoffs.

Tucker Kraft put together his best game as a pro against Pittsburgh, catch-
ing seven passes for 143 yards and two touchdowns. With those 143 receiv-
ing yards, 131 yards came after the catch.
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TIME AND DATE: Noon,
Sunday, Nov. 2

LOCATION: Lambeau Field

TV: Fox

RADIO: Flagship WRIT-FM
Milwaukee — 95.7; Pack-
ers Radio Network includes
WIXX-FM Green Bay — 101.1,
WRLO-FM Antigo — 105.3,
WLST-FM Marinette — 95.1,
and WSAU Wausau — 550
AM and 95.1 FM

2025 RECORDS: Packers,
5-1-1. Panthers, 4-4.

HISTORY: The Packers and
Panthers have met 18 times
with the Panthers being an
expansion franchise that first
formed in 1995. The Packers
lead the all-time series 12-6.

The last meeting between

CAROLINA PANTHERS AT GREEN BAY PACKERS

these two teams came on
Christmas Eve in 2023, where
Jordan Love led a game-win-
ning drive to defeat Carolina
33-30. A last-gasp effort

that day by Bryce Young fell
just one second short at an
attempt for a game-tying field
goal.

The last meeting between
the two teams at Lambeau
Field came in front of minimal
fans thanks to the COVID-19
season. The Packers won 24-
16 that night on the strength
of their defense and a strong
game from Aaron Jones.

The most famous meet-
ing between these two teams
came in January 1997. The
Packers hosted the NFC

Championship Game for

the first time against the
Panthers as opposed to their
typical 1990s rival, the Dallas
Cowboys.

Green Bay throttled the
Panthers that day thanks to a
big day from Brett Favre and
Dorsey Levens to send them
to their first Super Bowl in 29
years.

COACHES: Packers, Matt
LaFleur, seventh season, 72-
34-1. Panthers, Dave Canales,
second season, 9-16.

PACKERS SCHEDULE

Sunday, Sept. 7, vs. Detroit
Lions, W 27-13

Thursday, Sept. 11, vs.
Washington Commanders, W
27-18

Sunday, Sept. 21, at Cleve-
land Browns, L 10-13

Sunday, Sept. 28, at Dallas
Cowboys, T 40-40

Bye Week

Sunday, Oct. 12, vs. Cincin-
nati Bengals, W 28-17

Sunday, Oct. 19, at Arizona
Cardinals, W 27-23

Sunday, Oct. 26, at Pitts-
burgh Steelers, W 35-25

Sunday, Nov. 2, vs. Caro-
lina Panthers, noon

Monday, Nov. 10, vs. Phila-
delphia Eagles, 7:15 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 16, at New
York Giants, noon

Sunday, Nov. 23, vs. Min-
nesota Vikings, noon

Thursday, Nov. 27, at De-
troit Lions, noon

Sunday, Dec. 7, vs. Chicago
Bears, noon

Sunday, Dec. 14, at Denver
Broncos, 3:25 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 20, at Chi-
cago Bears, TBA

Saturday, Dec. 27, vs. Balti-
more Ravens, TBA

Sunday, Jan. 4, at Minne-
sota Vikings, TBA

NFL SCHEDULE

Thursday, Oct. 30

Baltimore at Miami, 7:15
p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 2

San Francisco at NY Gi-
ants, noon

LA Chargers at Tennessee,
noon

Minnesota at Detroit, noon

Atlanta at New England,

noon

Indianapolis at Pittsburgh,
noon

Denver at Houston, noon

Chicago at Cincinnati,
noon

Carolina at Green Bay,
noon

New Orleans at LA Rams,
3:05 p.m.

Jacksonville at Las Vegas,
3:05 p.m.

Kansas City at Buffalo,
3:25 p.m.

Seattle at Washington,
7:20 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 3

Arizona at Dallas, 7:15 p.m.

Bye Teams: Cleveland,
Tampa Bay, Philadelphia, NY
Jets
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Carolina game leads to
difficult stretch for Packers

BY JACOB
WESTENDORF
Green & Gold Express

The Green Bay Packers
are back home for the first
time in three weeks this
week as they take on the
Carolina Panthers.

These two teams have
met 18 times in their
history.

The most famous of
which sent the Packers to
Super Bowl XXXI.

These two teams won’t
be playing for a trip to the
Super Bowl, but the Pan-
thers are a surprising 4-4
on the season.

The Packers have
established themselves as
a good team, but the with
the calendar turning to No-
vember, they need to start
rounding into the team
they want to be at the end
of the season.

More on that in our
weekly six pack.

1.) No-
vember To
Remember?
The
soft part of the sched-
ule is over, for the most
part. This Sunday’s game
against Carolina should be
a winnable game, but the
remainder of the month
could be treacherous.
Following this week, the
Packers have four games
between Nov. 10 and
Thanksgiving Day, the first
of which is a Monday night
date against the defend-
ing Super Bowl champion,
Philadelphia Eagles.

The other three games
are against a frisky New
York Giants team, and two
division games, finishing
with a Thanksgiving day
showdown at Ford Field
against the Detroit Lions.

If the Packers are able
to have a strong month of
November, they’ll be able
to position themselves
nicely for the stretch run.

2J)
Another
backup?
The Pack-
ers have had good fortune
in facing backup quarter-
backs, or non-preferred
starters.

They played Jacoby
Brissett in Arizona after
facing Joe Flacco, who had
only been in Cincinnati for
a few days.

This week, there is a
question as to whether the
Panthers will have their
starting quarterback. Bryce
Young missed Carolina’s
40-9 loss against the Buf-
falo Bills with an ankle
sprain. Andy Dalton played
and struggled against a
Buffalo defense that was
reeling coming into the
game.

Whether it’s Young or
Dalton, the Packers should
have a good opportunity to
play well on defense.

3.)
Watson’s
Return

Emanuel Wilson carried 11 times for 61 yards and caught three passes for 26 yards, finishing second behind Tucker
Kraft in total yards despite having just one carry for 2 yards and one catch for 8 yards in the first half. As the Packers
made their push in the second half, he attacked the line of scrimmage and stretched the perimeter with some of his
catches out of the backfield, filling the spots where Josh Jacobs would normally be carving out yards.

Christian Watson made
his return Sunday in Pitts-
burgh, just nine months
and 20 days removed from
tearing his ACL against the
Chicago Bears at Lambeau
Field last January.

Watson gives the Pack-
ers’ offense a different
dimension, and it will be
interesting to see how Matt
LaFleur deploys Green
Bay’s weapons now that
they are getting closer to
full strength.

Watson adds a different
dimension and is probably
their best run blocker in
that room.

He played on a lim-
ited basis in Sunday’s
game against Pittsburgh
but should be ready for a
heavier workload.

4.) Rico
Suave
One of
the surprise
stars for the Panthers this
season is a running back
who was in Dallas a season
ago.

Rico Dowdle was a for-
gotten man in Dallas a year
ago and allowed to leave
without much, if any, com-
petition from the Cowboys.
He’s fit in perfectly in Car-
olina, averaging more than
five yards per carry. He’s
far and away their leading
rusher and has been their
most effective offensive
player. Carolina’s identity
starts with handing the ball
to their dynamic rusher.

5.)
Panthers
Reeling?
Carolina
was a surprising 4-3 com-
ing into play last week and
felt like they had a good
chance to surprise the Buf-
falo Bills at home.

It was not to be. With
Bryce Young on the bench,
Carolina’s offense was in-
ept. Their strong run game
was silenced, and they
were blown away by the
Bills, giving up more than
200 yards on the ground to
James Cook.

With how young the
Panthers are, and still
figuring out their identity
as a team, could they see
a snowball effect coming
into Lambeau Field?

6.)
Heavy D
Watson
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was not the only contribu-
tor that Green Bay had
return to the lineup on
Sunday, Devonte Wyatt
made his return to the de-
fensive tackle room after
missing the last two-plus
games with a knee injury.
Micah Parsons, Rashan
Gary and Matt LaFleur
have all talked about how
important Wyatt is to
their defense, and they
need to get that group
firing on all cylinders
as the calendar turns to
the home stretch of the
season.

0 Matthew Golden............ WR

1 Micah Parsons......
2 Malik Willis......
7 Quay Walker....
8 Josh Jacobs..............

9 Christian Watson........... WR

10
13

16

17

18

19

20
21

23
24
25
27
29
30
31

33
35
36
39
42
50
52
55
56
58
59
62
63
65
67
70
71

74
75
77
83
85
86
87
88
920
91

93
94
95
96
929

Jordan Love.......coueuvunane. QB
Dontayvion Wicks........ WR
Bo Melton.......cccoevevevenene. CB
Brandon McManus........... K

Kitan Oladapo.......
Xavier McKinney..
Chris Brooks..........
Nick Niemann..................

Evan Williams........ccccoeeu...
Lucas Havrisik...
Kamal Hadden................

Zayne Anderson................
Matt Orzech
Zach ToM..veeeeeeeeeenns

Ty'Ron Hopper......
Jacob Monk..................

Rasheed Walker................ T
Aaron Banks e
Donovan Jennings......G/T
Darian Kennard............ T/G

Sean Rhyan.......ccenninas
Jordan Morgan
Savion Williams............
Tucker Kraft......cooeveneee.
John FitzPatrick....
Romeo Doubls..............
Luke Musgrave............... TE
Lukas Van Ness....
Warren Brinson...............
Nazir Stackhosue...........
Karl Brooks........cccoveveuenne
Devonte Wyatt
Colby Wooden......
Barryn Sorrell........ccuu...

VoONONUTD~NWNO

10
n
13
14
15
17
18
20
21
22
23
26
29
30
31
32
36
44
48
53
55
56
57
60
63
64
68
70
72
74
77
79
82
84
85
87
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
929

Ja'Tavion Sanders............. TE
Mike Jackson.......ccoeeeenee. CB
Princely Umanmielen....OLB
Tetairoa McMillan.......... WR
Rico Dowdle......ccovunerrrrnnen RB
Sam Martin.......... ..P
Tre'von Moehrig.........c........ S
Jaycee Horn......... .CB
Bryce Young.......cccovuvinnnn QB

Ryan Fitzgerald..
Nic Scourton...........
Hunter Renfrow..... .
Andy Dalton.......ccovuuee. QB
Jimmy Horn Jr....
Xavier Legette....

Jalen Coker......... ..WR
Deelay Dallas......ccoouuue. RB
Nick Scott.....cvnnrrerererene, S
Lathan Ransom..........ce...... S
Trevor Etienne................. RB
Chau Smith-Wade......... CB
Akayleb Evans........c......
Chuba Hubbard....

Corey Thornton...............

Trevin Wallace................

Demani Richardson.......... S
JJJansen... v LS
Thomas Incoom.......... OLB
Claudin Cherelus............. LB

Maema Njongmeta........ LB

Christian Rozeboom......LB
Bam Martin-Scott........... LB
Nick Samac.......ccccovverennen. C
Austin Corbett.................. C
Cade Mays
Damien Lewis.......cceeuu.. G
Brady Christensen......... oL
Taylor Morton.......ccoveeueas T
Jake Curhan.......cccceuenee oT
Yosh Nijman.......ccccceeeveunes T
lkem Ekwonu

Tommy Tremble.............. TE
Mitchell Evans................ TE

James Mitchell

Brycen Tremayne.......... WR
Cam Jackson......ccccue..e. DT
LaBryan Ray......ccccuurunne. DE
A'Shawn Robinson......... DE
Derrick Brown................ DE
Jaden Crumedy.............. DT
Bobby Brown lll.............. DT

D.J. Wonnum................ OLB
Tershawn Wharton....... DT
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MOMENTS

Romeo Doubs grabs the 20th straight completion for Jordon Love during the fourth quarter of Sunday’s game against the Steelers. Love's 20 straight completions tied Brett Favre's team record set in 2007. Love's streak
spanned from the second quarter through the fourth quarter, including passes to eight different players, totaling252 yards and two touchdown passes. GREG MELLIS | GREEN & GOLD EXPRESS

FOR THE RECORD

WipE Receiver Teams Up WitH Jorban Love To Tie COMPLETION STREAK
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